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Pouhere Taonga

New Zealand Historic Places Trust

International Course on Wood Conservation Technology
Norway 2006

For six weeks, from late May through to mid July, the Trust’s Otago Southland heritage adviser guy williams attended the �2th 
International Wood Conservation Course held in Norway; the first New Zealander to be accepted onto the bi-annual courses 
held in that country since they began in �984.

The courses have been established in response to a 
recommendation from UNESCO’s General Conference �980.

This year’s offering was organised under the auspices of 
UNESCO by ICCROM, in association with RIKSANTIKVAREN 
(Norwegian Directorate for Cultural Heritage), NTNU 
(Norwegian University of Science and Technology), NIKU 
(Norwegian Institute for Cultural Heritage Research) and The 
Museum of Cultural History (University of Oslo, Norway).

Open to twenty individuals worldwide, the courses are 
directed towards professionals who have been working for 
some years in heritage and wood conservation disciplines.

The course included four weeks of lectures and lab study in 
Oslo, a week of field study at the Bryggen Hanseatic World 
Heritage Site in Bergen, and a week of visits and studies of 
other Norwegian wooden built heritage sites. 

The course promotes research, practical knowledge and 
cultural understanding in the field of Wood Conservation, 
and is designed to be a valuable resource for the work of 
individual participants in their respective countries.

Study topics included wood structure and biology, material 
and mechanical properties, biological deterioration (causes, 
effects and preventative measures), archaeological wood 
handling and treatment, engineering principles for wooden 
structures, surface coatings and paints and their analysis, 
conservation treatment of polychrome wood, wooden icons 
and ethnological wooden objects, furniture conservation, 
museum environment analysis considerations and control 
practices, conservation of timber buildings, use of traditional 
Norwegian woodworking tools and machinery, and theories, 
philosophy and principles of conservation.

Specific case studies were carried out at the Viking Ship 
Museum Oslo, Bryggen buildings at Bergen, Urnes stave 
church, and Gaupne log church.

Course participants at Borgund Stave Church. Photo: Guy Williams.
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Approximately half the course participants had architectural 
backgrounds, the other half with museum conservation 
backgrounds. They came from Brazil, Canada, China, 
Croatia, Japan, Kenya, Lithuania, Macedonia, Nepal, Norway, 
New Zealand, Pakistan, Poland, Ecuador, Sweden, Holland, 
Uganda, USA and Vietnam.

I was impressed with the very high calibre of the lecturers 
selected for the course and the quality of lectures and 
presentations given. Three very capable and skilled 
Norwegian professional conservator/academics arranged 
and directed the course, with lectures, labs and field work 
delivered by another twenty-seven equally highly skilled and 
regarded conservation professionals flown in from all around 
the world. 

The level of analysis of causes of deterioration of wood in its 
many guises and determination of appropriate responses and 
remedies are remarkably insightful and useful knowledge for 
the work I do with Trust clients and on Trust properties. While 
I had a prior understanding of many topics covered, some 
of the material presented gave rise to completely different 
perspectives that now impact on my own analysis and 
decisions made. The sessions on conservation philosophy 
and exploration of other cultural perspectives to conservation 
were similarly enlightening and useful.

In the lectures it was commonly recognised that deterioration 
of wood occurs where the wood environment, both micro 
and macro, allows the action of biological and natural agents 
(bacteria, fungi, insects, UV light, etc) and that by controlling 
that environment, the agents of deterioration can be controlled 
– treat the cause, not the effect.

Classing ran on very tight schedules with lectures starting at 
9am and finishing between 5.30pm and 7pm, typically six 

days per week. Our assignments and presentations had to be 
in on time and to a professionally acceptable standard. The 
field trips to some of Norway’s most pre-eminent historic sites 
during last week of the course were an extremely generous 
conclusion to a truly inspiring course.

The four-hour written examination at the completion of the 
course I found to be a very appropriate and enjoyable ending 
to an intense period of study and am pleased to report that I 
passed with the full �8 credits awarded.

I strongly recommend the course to any professional seriously 
involved in wood conservation issues.

I was extremely privileged to have been accepted onto the 
course and I am greatly indebted to ICCROM and the other 
Norwegian course sponsors, and also to the course directors 
Merete Winness, Eir Grytli and Tone Olstad. I am also greatly 
appreciative of the generous support that the New Zealand 
Historic Places Trust has given me for this study opportunity.

guy williams, Heritage Adviser (Architectural)
Otago Southland Area Office

• On 20 September Guy Williams gave an illustrated public 
lecture on his experiences in Norway during the annual 
Heritage Festival celebrations in Oamaru.

• Guy Williams recently announced his intention to leave the 
Trust to pursue Heritage consultancy work, specialising in 
architectural and building technology conservation issues. 
Steps are in train to retain his services within the Trust on 
a part-time or consultancy basis. Southern branches are 
deeply grateful for the advice and close assistance Guy 
has given to all over the last seven years.

Left: Stekka traditional sawmill. Right: Watching traditional sawmilling at Hjerleid, Dovre. This is an accurate replica of the old sawmill type. 
Photos: Guy Williams.
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SOUTHLAND

Major Events

The official opening of YULE HOUSE, �� Ness Street, 
Invercargill, on Friday 9 June. This occasion honoured the 
work of the Troopers Memorial Corner Charitable Trust in 
purchasing and fully restoring the �867-70 two-storeyed 
timber residence of Robert Duncan Yule, a pioneer drapery 
retailer of the city. Restoration was completed by Invercargill 
builder Mr A P Gieseg on contract, with a solid input of 
volunteer work from trust members and local citizens over a 
period of some �5 months.

Morning tea at the Town Hall Civic Theatre complex was 
followed by the official opening at �� Ness Street, at which 
Judith Tizard, Associate Minister, Arts, Culture and Heritage, 
officiated, and a full inspection of the building. The following 
weekend an open house was held across two days, attracting 
2000 people; a further 400 people have been through since.

Yule House is leased to the Southland Institute of Technology 
and provides select accommodation for overseas visitors/
tutors. This is the oldest wooden residence in Invercargill, 
going all the more strongly after �39 years.

Mooted as our 50th Anniversary Special Project, the �837 
four-roomed bluegum cottage is of outstanding significance 
nationally. Built by Captain John Howell for his Maori wife 
Kohi Kohi, the building has remained with Howell family 
descendants, apart from �5 years in outside hands.

The Southland branch is organising funding for a conservation 
report on the building, as well as looking to the establishment 
of a local committee to manage the development project.

The property consists of the original cottage and a much newer 
house; it is hoped that Neville Wilson will remain on site as 
caretaker manager. Restoring the historic cottage to its �837 
status for use as a visitor museum will nicely complement 
current developments at the Riverton Museum.

Other restoration projects completed or under completion in 
the city are:

ST JOHN’S ANGLICAN CHURCH, Tay Street. Restoration has 
been completed on all exterior brickwork, limestone facings 
and window frames. The building (Category �; Registration 
No. 39�) is now looking pristine in its park-like surroundings 
adjoining the restored Town Hall Civic Theatre complex.

FIRST CHURCH, Tay Street. Major restoration has been done 
to the exterior brickwork of the main feature tower. Work is 
proposed for the north and west walls, and replacement of 
the original main switchboard and electrical services within 
the building.

ST MARY’S BASILICA, Tyne Street, has been fully restored 
on the exterior, with major additions to the north entry area. 
Funds are being raised for full restoration of the interior, along 
with a new seating layout.

Former MASONIC LODGE, cnr Nith and Forth Streets. 
Designed by Burwell, the second Masonic Lodge building 
in Invercargill is now privately owned by a specialist glass 
manufacturer. The building has been fully restored, re-roofed 
and structurally strengthened and adapted to suit the new 
owner’s business requirements. The exterior is being painted 
to a heritage colour scheme and the owner hopes to restore 
the interior as close as possible to the original.

Mick hesselin, Chair

As Invercargill City celebrates the �50th anniversary of its founding, two major heritage events have been actioned
with the full involvement of Southland branch.

Yule House completed. Photo: Mick Hesselin.

Official Purchasing Right to KOHI KOHI COTTAGE, 22 Napier 
Street, Riverton. On Thursday 8 June, the official handover 
of purchasing rights was made on site between the owner 
Neville Wilson (great grandson of Captain John Howell) 
and Ted Tapper, Chair of the Southland Heritage Building 
Preservation Trust, with invited representatives of Southland 
local authorities as guests.
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OTAGO

A Rare Survivor
THE MAYFAIR THEATRE, DUNEDIN
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It continues in that role but this year its owners advised the 
Dunedin City Council they have anxieties about its future 
maintenance. It has been suggested the Company might quit 
the site, which a neighbouring supermarket might acquire. It 
seems unlikely the latter would want the building. The city’s 
district plan protects the street façade but the New Zealand 
Historic Places Trust has not registered the building. Both its 
exterior and interior are attractive. I decided to look into its 
history.

The Mayfair feels to me like the work of Edmund Anscombe 
(�874-�948), an architect prominent in Dunedin and later 
Wellington. His name isn’t mentioned in the reports of its 
opening and a search among advertised tenders for the 
preceding thirteen months showed none by anyone for this 
project. Nor is Anscombe’s name or anyone else’s on the 
blueprint and plans in the city archives. It was reported the 
theatre was built by Mr JT Milnes under the supervision of a 
Mr Joseph Milnes, apparently also a builder.

The Mayfair Theatre in the commercial centre of South Dunedin has had a long and varied life. When it opened on
7 December �9�4 it was the King Edward Picture Theatre, a venue for silent films. In �934 it was revamped and renamed the 

Mayfair. It continued showing ‘talkies’, including eventually colour films, until 25 September �966. The following year
it was bought by the Dunedin Opera Company and converted to a live performance theatre.

Plaster relief carvings in the main theatre. Photos: Elizabeth Kerr.

It was purpose-designed as a cinema so it seems unlikely its 
conception was wholly without input from an architect. Its 
street façade, vestibule layout, the vigorous plasterwork of the 
auditorium and other features are characteristic of Anscombe. 
It may be the plans were bought or commissioned from him 
but the developers decided to build it themselves. In that case 
he might not have wanted his name associated with it.

However that may be, there are other things which make 
the Theatre unusual. The first moving films at that time were 
shown in live theatre venues with fan-shaped auditoria. The 
first purpose-designed cinemas had rectangular auditoria 
to ensure all the audience had a view. The Mayfair has a 
rectangular auditorium, which had two tiers when it opened.
By then, there were already four purpose-designed cinemas 
in Dunedin: The Arcade Picture Palace opened in June �9��; 
The Queens (later the Embassy and the Odeon) opened in 
May �9�2; The Octagon Theatre (designed by Anscombe) 
opened in December �9�2; and the Plaza Theatre, better 
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Photo: Odt files

Front elevation. Photo: Dunedin City Council archives.

remembered as the State, opened in December �9�3. All 
have now been demolished. The Mayfair is thus the oldest 
surviving, purpose-designed, cinema building in Dunedin.

Its auditorium originally seated 862. There was an octagonal 
dome and the plasterwork was praised at the opening. 
Stylistically, it is a revived neo-classicism in something like 
the manner of Robert Adam (�728-�792). The proscenium 
sports two life-sized naked winged boys, which appear to be 
modelled from life. It also has caryatid female figures, not 
nude, but decently costumed in the fashion of the time. These 
also appear to be portraits.

The �933 remodelling seems to have changed very little, 
though it added two elegant stained glass transoms. Even 
the �967 conversion has left the auditorium’s decorative 
scheme essentially intact, and the foyer’s. A search by 
Heather Bauchop of the Trust’s Dunedin Office revealed one 
older such structure in New Zealand, the Victoria Theatre in 
Devonport opened in �9�2. That is said to be also the oldest 
such structure in the southern hemisphere and the second 
oldest in the world.

Main entrance. Photo: Elizabeth Kerr.

Picture Palace to fleapit to Opera House, the Mayfair is a 
valuable record of theatre design and re-use. I have forwarded 
my information to the New Zealand Historic Places Trust 
recommending its classification.

Peter entwisle

• Peter Entwisle, a well known Dunedin art curator, historian 
and writer, has been a member of the Trust since �985.

OtagO Branch newS
The branch recently hosted a membership drive at the Dunedin 
Railway Station Centennial celebrations on 2� October. 
Members of the committee and supportive staff from the 
Trust’s Dunedin office kindly donated their time and provided 
information and friendly banter, as crowds of locals, North 
Islanders and overseas visitors spilled through the gala site. 
Heritage New Zealand magazines were extremely popular 
give-aways, and visitors appreciated the opportunity of finding 
out more about the Trust and local heritage attractions.

The Station celebrations were a magnificent opportunity to 
profile Dunedin’s static and moving heritage – our warmest 
thanks go to the Dunedin City Council, Taieri Gorge Railway 
and all parties that contributed to the exceptional programme 

of activities. The New Zealand Historic Places Trust, via 
the McKay Bequest Fund, sponsored the Railway Station 
centennial celebrations.

On 8 November, Otago Branch hosted the RA Lawson Lecture 
in association with the Department of Anthropology, University 
of Otago. Bridget Mosley, Canterbury West Coast Regional 
Archaeologist, gave her paper on local perceptions of the 
archaeology of far western New South Wales, Australia. In this 
part of the backcountry where people live with archaeological 
remains on a daily basis, the relationships they construct with 
the material remains of the past are frequently misinterpreted, 
undervalued or dismissed, contributing to increasing public 
conflict over archaeological heritage management.
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NORTH OTAGO

Backing for Oamaru Opera House Project

The North Otago branch of the New Zealand Historic Places 
Trust recently announced a donation of $5000 to the Oamaru 
Opera House renovation and restoration project coffers. A 
most welcome boost from this high profile heritage advocacy 
group.

Branch chair Carol Berry said the Opera House renovation 
was considered a worthy recipient for the funds by members 
who were keen to see the project proceed. The money was 
raised by the hard work of its members.

Several successful community fundraising events have been 
held since January 2006, including a 4WD tour organised by 
the Oamaru 4 Wheel Drive Club, a performance by the Court 
Theatre of Christchurch, a concert at Oamaru’s Penguin Club 
by the New Zealand String Quartet, a concert organised by 
the Oamaru Savage Club, a hugely successful art auction, the 
Wearable Waitaki fashion show, the return of the Celebrity 
Debate, an On-Line TradeMe auction of goods donated by 
local businesses and the public, and an Evening with a Vic            
torian Domestic Goddess as part of the Oamaru Victorian 
Heritage Week celebrations. 

Pledges and donations have also been kindly received from 
community organisations and service clubs from throughout 

the district. Many have donated proceeds from performances 
and events held at the Opera House.

Opera House Encore co-ordinator Else MacKenzie says it is 
truly heartening to see the level of support for the project 
from not only these organisations, but from the thousands of 
people who have attended the variety of events held to date 
and many volunteers who always seem to be there to donate 
their time and often their services as well.

The new year ahead of us will see the return of events such as 
the Cruise The Coast Family Fun Walk, the Black Tie Dinner 
and Art Auction and the On-Line Auction, plus of course 
many new and exciting ventures.

A programme to launch the opportunity for individuals, 
families and organisations to purchase a seat in the Opera 
House is well underway, with many of the specially chosen 
seats already pledged for.

For information on the building project and plans, coming 
events and options available for those interested in purchasing 
a seat visit www.waitaki.govt.nz  Alternatively, contact Else 
MacKenzie at Waitaki District Council, phone 03 434 8060, 
email emackenzie@waitaki.govt.nz

Old Opera House
Photo: Waitaki District Council files
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NORTH OTAGO

56 eden Street – Oamaru
THE HOME OF JANET FRAME FROM �93�-�943

This property has been ‘reframed’ as the author herself 
described the renovation, and has opened for its second 
Summer Tour season in order for the public to experience the 
place where Janet Frame learned to love words. Open 2-4pm 
daily from the start of November until the end of April. A $5 
donation is suggested.

Visitors to the property have written such comments as, “One 
can really feel her here. Thank you for this restoration and 
for allowing us to share it. This is an important, valuable 
contribution to the arts”.

56 Eden Street is administered by the Janet Frame Eden Street 
Trust, whose mission is to celebrate Janet Frame and the 
awakening of literary imagination. Contact details: PO Box 
�80, Oamaru.

carol Berry, Chair, Janet Frame Eden Street Trust

early nOtice

historic heritage workshops
The Ministry for the Environment, the New Zealand Historic 
Places Trust and the New Zealand Planning Institute are 
running a series of workshops nationwide (possibly in 
February 2007) on Historic Heritage and the RMA.

The proposed one-day workshops will explore the concept of 
historic heritage and how more effective management can be 
achieved under the RMA.

The workshops will include local heritage management case 
studies. They are specifically tailored to practitioners with 
experience in the area of heritage management, for example, 
in local government, iwi organisations, the New Zealand 
Historic Places Trust and the Department of Conservation 
or as independent contractors (for example: planners, 
surveyors, archaeologists, historians, conservation architects). 
The workshops will also appeal to those with an interest in 
entering the field of heritage management, local government 
elected members, or those with a general interest.

Presenters will include: Greg Vossler (Ministry for the 
Environment), Robert McClean (New Zealand Historic 
Places Trust), George Farrant (Auckland City Council). Local 
presenters will also contribute to each workshop.

The approximate cost for this one day seminar will be $�20-
$�50. For more information contact the Trust’s national office, 
phone 04 472 434�, email information@historic.org.nz

campbell Park Visit
Trust members from Dunedin and Timaru joined the North 
Otago branch for a field day at Campbell Park in the Waitaki 
Valley on �5 October. Spring weather was entirely kind, 
everybody stretched out on the green lawns that roll below 
the imposing ‘castle’ and picnicked after a most interesting 
tour of the estate.

Robert Campbell acquired Otekaike Station in �865 and 
built the large Oamaru stone mansion, the central building 
of the estate. A member of the House of Representatives and 
later of the Legislative Council, this doyen of the sheep kings 
interpreted the responsibilities of wealth widely and it is hard 
to realise he was only 46 when he died in �889.

The house (which apparently intrigued contemporaries by 
being equipped throughout its thirty rooms with electric 
bells) stands within a hundred yards of the cave where his 
predecessor Taylor had lived little more than 20 years before. 
This cool limestone space was apparently put to good use in 
the years ahead when it was stacked with ice in winter and 
became a giant refrigerator for the storage of food through the 
months leading up to Christmas.

Stories of the long history of the house were told to us by John 
Brocas, who kindly took time off from supervising the Kurow 
historical centre to join us. 

A century has elapsed between the time the property was 
taken over by the government and developed as a special 
school for boys and today, so it was particularly interesting 
to hear background information from one of our party, Pat 
Walsh, who was on the administrative staff of the school 
during the �950s. 

We also had the opportunity to hear about the plans for the 
future use of the property. It will be a school where boys have 
the opportunity to try an alternative form of learning, with 
a large component being the outdoor learning experiences 
New Zealand can offer. There is a small band of American 
and New Zealand boys who have started classes there and 
are one month into their programmes.

There is something unusual for New Zealanders about 
exploring a property with so many layers of history and stories. 
Its different uses start to build an interesting aggregation both 
in its physical character and in the atmosphere of the place.
Campbell Park was really fascinating to wander around and 
we thank its owner, Nathan Thompkins, for sharing it with us 
for a day.

carol Berry, Chair
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CENTRAL OTAGO

From the Chair – Annual Report
Our newly formed committee has established its immediate objectives to involve present members in branch activities, to 
increase the membership and to support those groups and individuals already working to preserve Central Otago’s heritage.

Effective communication with you, the membership, must 
be a key factor in building and strengthening this branch. At 
the very least, we hoped to share with you the minutes of 
our committee meetings, but it quickly became evident that 
the expenses of copying and postage are beyond our present 
means. We are therefore indebted to the Otago branch 
[at Dunedin] for including us in their initiative, the Otago 
Southland Newsletter.

This year, we have provided leadership and support to other 
heritage groups in Central Otago, notably with regard to 

Graye Shattky, Margaret Bruss, Geoff Bellamy and Chief Executive 
Bruce Chapman at the first AGM. Photo: Central Otago branch files.

New commemorative plaque, with the Old Bridge Piers. The original 
plaque was placed on site in 1975 by the Trust’s Otago Regional 
Committee. The replacement plaque, donated by Ralph De Vries, 
of Dunedin, and the unveiling ceremony on 25 August were the 
initiative of former Alexandra Community Board member, Graeme 
Anderson. Photo: Central Otago branch files.

the preservation of the Alexandra Bridge Piers, our 50th 
Anniversary project, and the creation of a Central Otago 
Heritage Inventory. While both projects are still in their 
early stages, an underwater survey of the Alexandra Bridge 
piers has been undertaken and we have obtained a grant of 
$50,000 for the Inventory Project.

The branch recognises that other organisations and individuals 
continue to fight passionately for the recognition and 
preservation of specific heritage sites or remnants. We must 
not, even unwittingly, usurp or diminish their efforts, indeed the 
branch’s prime role may be to advocate for heritage issues and 
to support in all ways possible the activities and efforts of others 
seeking to recognise and preserve our valuable heritage.

The committee has recently resolved that it has no choice 
but to engage as a protagonist on behalf of our distinctive 
landscapes. Any position we might take will be objective 
and well reasoned. Where possible we will seek ‘win-win’ 
solutions, but when Central Otago is put seriously at risk, our 
opposition will be uncompromising.

We recognise the support provided by Geoff Bellamy and co-
staff at Dunedin. Without their explanations, their forbearance 
in the face of our enthusiasm and impatience, and above all, 
their professional input into matters technical and legal, we 
would have struggled to reach this first birthday.

 graye Shattky, Chair
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CENTRAL OTAGO

The five southern-most branch committees of the New 
Zealand Historic Places Trust – Central Otago, Queenstown 
Lakes, Southland, North Otago and Otago – bring you the 
sixth issue of the Otago Southland Newsletter.
For editorial inquiries, contact the Editor: Elizabeth Kerr, 
phone 03 479 �064 or email ejkerr@ihug.co.nz

Editorial

50 Years of Roxburgh Hydro

Contact Energy held a commemorative open day on Saturday 
2� October to mark the 50th anniversary of New Zealand’s 
longest-serving large hydroelectric scheme, the Roxburgh 
Dam and Power Station.

Commissioned in �956 after four difficult years of construction, 
the 320 megawatt Roxburgh Power Station was the largest 
of its kind in the Southern Hemisphere, producing enough 
renewable electricity to power around 200,000 homes.

The doors of Roxburgh Dam were opened to members of the 
public, former workers, community leaders and the Governor 
General of New Zealand, The Honourable Anand Satyanand 
PCNZM.

Contact Energy used the occasion to announce the sponsor-
ship of a new two kilometre walking trail around the dam area. 
The trail will be known as the Commissioner’s Flat Walkway 
and will include a viewing area above the Roxburgh Dam, 
bench seats along the route, and a number of information 
kiosks detailing the history of the area.

The project will be built by the Teviot Valley Walkway 
Committee, which has successfully developed five other 
walking trails in the area. The walkway will be funded by 

Contact Energy and built on Contact’s land. It is expected the 
walkway will be completed by the middle of 2007.

Contact Energy Chief Executive, David Baldwin said Contact 
was delighted to be able to support this project and to thank 
the local community for its ongoing support for the dam. 
“The popularity of walking trails in Central Otago is attracting 
a new form of tourism to the region and Contact believes 
the new Commissioner’s Flat walkway will continue to help 
Roxburgh develop.”

“The importance of this dam to New Zealand, some 50 years 
after it was built, is a tribute to the hundreds of men who built 
it from scratch, with the most basic tools and technology,” 
said Mr Baldwin.

For 50 years the Roxburgh Dam has provided New Zealand 
with large amounts of clean, renewable electricity and helped 
underpin New Zealand’s transformation into a modern, first-
world economy.

Jonathan hill, Communications Manager, Contact Energy

Powerhouse and dam from point H. Photo: Contact Energy.

Dumping Gabions. Photo: Contact Energy.
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QUEENSTOWN LAKES

Refreshing Attitude at Council
Many local heritage buildings in the district have been lost in 
recent years. This newsletter gives the opportunity to highlight 
some concerns existing in the area, which in spite of the losses 
remains rich in heritage tradition and buildings.

Many members will have approached Queenstown and 
Frankton from the Kingston direction and been frustrated by 
the congestion at the Kawarau bridge/dam single-lane access 
to the area. Transit recently announced a shortening of the 
timing plan to re-route SH6 and construct a new two-lane 
bridge. This comes after years of planning and speculation, 
varying from partial use for one lane of traffic using the 
old bridge to a completely new route making no use of the 
bridge.

Concern arises from reclassification of the road across the 
bridge, meaning the responsibility for maintenance and 
ownership reverts to Queenstown Lakes District Council. This 
in itself is not a major issue as there is a refreshing attitude 
at the Council towards important heritage structures, like the 
bridge; but by its reclassification the bridge would not attract 
funding from Transit, the responsibility for maintenance and 
funding falling on the Council.

This unique bridge structure, which has a Category � 
classification and is listed in the District Plan, is now the 
only structure of its kind in New Zealand using lifting gates 
to create the dam. A similar design of dam was built in India 
on the Madras Irrigation Canals, and also as part of the Aswan 

Kawarau Bridge during building (1926). Photo: Lakes District Museum.
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Dam on the River Nile. The company manufacturing the sluice 
gates was Ransomes and Rapier of Ipswich (United Kingdom), 
which long ago went into liquidation, with all manufacturing 
plant sold.

All this illustrates how important and yet vulnerable the 
structure is. The planning and building of the dam makes a 
fascinating story in its own right, and is now part of the folklore 
of the Queenstown gold era. It was thought fortunes could 
be made by stopping the flow of the Kawarau River to obtain 
gold from the dried out riverbed. The whole enterprise was a 
financial and gold-seeking disaster but the byproduct has been 
a wonderful bridge which has served the community well until 
now, considering that it led only to the Kawarau Falls station 
homestead and farm when it was completed in �926.

Also of concern is the collection of buildings at Arranmore 
that have recently ceased their long farming use, to be sold 
and incorporated into the Queenstown airport complex. The 
area, located at the farthest end of Grant Road and designated 
for the small aircraft park, is in the midst of the huge Five Mile 
development. 

The McBride family built the farm on the Frankton flats in 
the period around �870. It became part of the district known 
as the ‘granary of Otago’. The old stone smithy/dairy and 
single-storeyed barn/woolshed have some unique features 
and are substantially original. The two-storeyed stables are 
thought to be the upper part of the old Hallenstein flour mill 
at the Kawarau Falls that was moved from that location by the 
McBride’s in about �920, to make way for the building of the 
Kawarau bridge/dam.

There are moves to give the buildings protection under the 
Queenstown Lakes District Plan. Registration by the New 
Zealand Historic Places Trust is also being considered; the 
dairy/smithy already has a Category 2 classification. It is 
hoped that new uses can be found for these historic buildings 
within airport planning for the area. A careful eye needs 
to be maintained as major developments are going on all Old Flour Mill at Arranmore. Photo: Malcolm Boote.

Woolshed at Arranmore. Photo: Malcolm Boote.

around these buildings. There are also a number of protected 
specimen trees surrounding the property.

On a particularly sour and distasteful note is the sad story 
of the lack of maintenance of three of the fifteen registered 
miners cottages in the Arrowtown main street. These cottages, 
built in the period �874-�885, make up what is probably the 
most photographed and artistically painted street in all of New 
Zealand, particularly during the golden glow of autumn’s 
striking colours. The cottages have rotting weatherboards, 
broken spouting and gutters, with tree roots showing through 
the floorboards. The Buckingham Street cottages (Category 2) 
are protected by inclusion in the District Plan, but under current 
legislation it appears there is no requirement for the owner to 
carry out basic maintenance so as to ensure their survival.
 
Other plans causing concern are redevelopment at the 
Mountaineer site in the central area of Queenstown, and the 
sale of Dudley’s cottage (Category 2) alongside the Chinese 
settlement on Butlers Green in Arrowtown.

On a brighter note, the registration of the Skippers Road is 
making steady progress and we hope to have further news on 
its completion in the near future. 

Discussions on adaptive reuse of the important Queenstown 
�876 courthouse (Category �) continue with Ngai Tahu. These 
result from the commissioning of the newly built courthouse 
by the Minister of Courts, the official opening of which was 
held on 9 November. Ngai Tahu have retained a local heritage 
architect, so there should be a good outcome.

With hard work, persistence and cooperation between 
the Trust, the community and the respective developers, 
hopefully all of these important heritage projects will be 
resolved satisfactorily. The very fact that there is a threat 
should illustrate to our members what a huge responsibility 
the Trust staff undertake and how important a role the branch 
and membership play as the eyes and ears of the community.

Malcolm Boote, Chair
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OTAGO SOUTHLAND NEWS

The Southern Heritage Trust’s splendid Railway Station 
calendar is available for purchase at $�2.

Produced as a contribution to the Station’s Centenary 
celebration, photography is mainly by Derek Smith of the 
‘Distinctly Dunedin’ series fame. In addition to unusual 
exterior shots and steam locomotives, the selection includes 
stunning images of interior detail such as Royal Doulton tiles, 
the staircase, and stained glass windows (some of these have 
been selected for commemorative postage stamps).

Dunedin’s Railway Station is listed in the top 200 ‘must see 
places’ in the world!

Proceeds will be used for the work of the Southern Heritage 
Trust in promoting the appreciation of Otago’s heritage.  
Contact Ann Barsby, 03 479 0�69, email barsby@xtra.co.nz

dunedin railway Station calendar 2007

PrOfile

dr Matthew Schmidt, regional archaeologist
Dr Matthew Schmidt has been involved in archaeology for 
20 years. Matthew completed his Bachelor of Arts at Otago 
University in �99�, a Master of Arts (First Class) at Auckland 
University in �994 and his PhD at the University of Waikato 
Radiocarbon Dating Laboratory in �997.

His Master of Arts dissertation, ‘Pa Excavation and Radiocarbon 
Dating in New Zealand Archaeology’ was the first history 
of pa excavation and critique of pa radiocarbon dates 
undertaken in New Zealand archaeology. This research led to 
the publication of the refereed paper, ‘The Commencement 
of Pa Construction in New Zealand Prehistory’ where the 
beginning of pa building was determined at �500AD.

Matthew’s doctoral thesis investigated ‘Radiocarbon Dating 
New Zealand Prehistory Using Marine Shell’ where reliable 
shellfish species for dating New Zealand archaeological 
deposits were identified. This research was published as a book 
in 2000 by British Archaeological Reports International.

During Matthew’s research he was also an archaeological 
consultant based in Hamilton. Sites excavated and surveyed 
have ranged from moa-hunting sites, to pa, kainga, beach 
middens, nineteenth century European houses and shops, 
wells and a whaling site.

From �997 to 2003, Matthew lived in London and was 
manager of the Examination Publishing Section for Edexcel, 
the second largest education provider in the United Kingdom. 
It was the location of this company across the road from the 
British Museum that made this job so appealing. London was 
used as a base to visit heritage sites in over thirty countries. 
Matthew also presented archaeological papers to the Senate 
House Archaeological Society based at the University of 
London, and was invited by the British Museum as the New 
Zealand archaeology representative for the opening of the 
exhibition Maori at the museum in �998. This review of this 
exhibition was published in �998.

In 2004 Matthew returned to New Zealand and set up again 
as an archaeological consultant. In May 2005 he took the 
role of Technical Support Officer Historic Heritage for the 
Department of Conservation and then in July 2006 moved 
to the New Zealand Historic Places Trust as the Regional 
Archaeologist for Otago/Southland. From 2004 to the present 
Matthew has been focusing on heritage sites on Tenure Review 
Properties undertaking the fieldwork and report writing for 
this process. So far he has surveyed twelve pastoral leases and 
advised on a further five.

MeMBerShiP
Assist your local branch committee by introducing new 
members to the organisation.  With each membership referral, 
each branch will receive a $�0 incentive from the Trust.

Membership enquiries:
phone 0800 802 0�0 or
email membership@historic.org.nz

diSclaiMer 
The views expressed in this newsletter are strictly those of their 
respective authors.  Information offered on any topic should not 
be assumed to be authoritative or complete.  The producers of the 
content herein have made reasonable efforts to provide correct 
information.  Any reference made to any individual, website, 
service or product is not an endorsement of that resource.

SOuthern heritage truSt


