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Resources for Public Art

Our Favorite Picks
Note: This list is composed entirely of staff recommended material created to serve as a resource
for interested parties. It is non-juried, noncompetitive, and therefore is not comprehensive.
These books, essays, periodicals, and web links have been selected not only for their relevance
to the public art world, but because they were helpful and memorable for our staff and board
members. A number of books helped us do our jobs better while others fleshed out artworks and
programs that challenged and inspired us. More often than not, the spines on these books were
worn, the pages marked, shared and reread. It is our hope that the books listed in this
bibliography will become as helpful and inspiring to future readers as they have been for us.
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Matzner, Florian. Public Art: A Reader. Ostfildern-Ruit, Germany: Hatje Cantz Publishers

2004.

Mitchell, W.J.T. Art and the Public Sphere. Chicago: University of Chicago, 1992.

Raven, Arlene, ed. Art in the Public Interest. New York: Da Capo Press, 1993.
ARCHITECTURE AND COMMUNITY DESIGN

A Guide to Architecture of Metro Phoenix. Phoenix: Central Arizona Chapter, American

Institute of Architects, 1983.
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California Press, 1981.
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Leanders Tryckeri AB, Kalmar, 1999.
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Norton, 1970.
Thalacker, Donald W. The Place of Art in the world of Architecture. New York: Chelsea
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ENVIRONMENTAL ART AND LAND ISSUES
Asensio Cerver, Francisco. The Big Book of Environmental Design. Barcelona, Spain:

Atrium International, 2000. .
"

Beardsley, John. Earthworks and Beyond: Contemporary Art in the Landscape. 3  ed.
New York: Abbeville Press, 1998.
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Kastner, Jeffrey, ed. Land and Environmental Art. London: Thames and Hudson, 1991.
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Alabama: The University of Alabama Press, 1997.
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Reynolds, Ann. Robert Smithson: Learning From New Jersey and Elsewhere.
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Schama, Simon. Landscape and Memory. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, Inc., 1995.
Sonfist Alan, ed. Art in the Land: A Critical Anthology of Environmental Art. New York:
E.P. Dutton, Inc., 1983.

Spaid, Sue. Ecovention: Current Art to Transform Ecologies. Cincinnati: The
Contemporary Arts Center, 2002.

DIALOGUE and Critical Insight
Burnham, Linda Frye and Steven Durland. The Citizen Artist: 20 years of Art in the Public
Arena an Anthology from High Performance Magazine, 1978-1998. Gardiner, NY: Critical
Press (publishing art of the Gunk Foundation, 1998).
Danto, Arthur. The Wake of Art: Criticism, Philosophy, and the Ends of Taste.
Amsterdam: G+B Arts International, 1998.
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Ghirardo, Diane, ed. Out of Site: A Social Criticism of Architecture. Seattle: Bay Press,
1991.
Gladwell, Malcolm. The Tipping Point: How Little Things Can Make a Big Difference. New
York: Little, Brown and Company, 2000.
Hiss, Tony. The Experience of Place. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1990.
Lippard, Lucy. The Lure of the Local: Senses of Place in a Multicentered Society. New

York: The New Press, 1997.
Nordlund, Gerald. Controversial Public Art: From Rodin to di Suvero. Milwaukee:
Milwaukee Art Museum, 1983.
Senie, Harriet F. The Tilted Arc Controversy: Dangerous Precedent? Minneapolis:
University of Minnesota Press, 2002.
Senie, Harriet F., and Sally Webster, eds. Critical Issues in Public Art: Content, Context,
and Controversy. Washington D.C.: Smithsonian Institution Press, 1992.
Toffler, Alvin. Future Shock. New York: Random House, Inc., 1970.
Wallis, Brian, ed. If You Lived Here: The City in art, Theory, and Social Activism/A Project
by Martha Rosler (DIA Art Foundation). Seattle: Bay Press, 1991.

MAINTENANCE AND CONSERVATION
Knell, Simon, ed. Care of Collections. New York: Routledge, 1994.
Marincola, Paula. Curating Now: Imaginative Practice/ Public Responsibility.
Philadelphia: Philadelphia Exhibitions Initiative, 2001.
Naudé, Virginia N. and Glenn Wharton. Guide to Maintaining Outdoor Sculpture
Washington, D.C.: American Institute for Conservation of Historic and Artistic Works,
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Yngvason, Hafthor, ed. Conservation and Maintenance of Contemporary Public Art.
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MONUMENTS AND MEMORIALS
Bodnar, John. Remaking America: Public Memory, Commemoration, and Patriotism in
the Twentieth Century. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1992.
Cunningham, Linda, ed. The Memorial Redefined: Reconsideration of a Major Public Art
Form. (New York: College Art Association, 1989).
Doezema, Marianne, and June Hargrove. The Public Monument and its Audience.
Cleveland Museum of Art, distributed by Kent State University Press, 1977.
Forty, Adrian and Susanne Kiichler. The Art of Forgetting. Oxford: Berg, 1999.



Khalil, Samir. The Monument: Art Vulgarity, and Responsibility in Iraq. Berkeley:
University of California Press, 1991.
Linenthal, Edward T. The Unfinished Bombing: Oklahoma City in American Memory. New
York: Oxford University Press, 2001.
Mills, Cynthia, and Pamela H. Simpson, eds. Monuments to the Lost Cause: Women, Art,
and the Landscapes of Southern Memory. Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press,
2003.
PERIODICALS and WEBSITES
Public Art Review
http://www.publicartreview.org/
Sculpture
http://www.sculpture.org/
Americans for the Arts,
Public Art Network
http://www.americansforthearts.org/issues/otherinterests/peergroups/publicart.asp
Arizona State University: Public Art
http://herbergercollege.asu.edu/public_art/public_art.html
Art in Public Places Programs
http://www.artslynx.org/heal/public.htm
Arizona Commission on the Arts
http://www.arizonaarts.org/
Public Art Fund, New York City
http://www.publicartfund.org/
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