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Abstract

This paper describes the background of Indonesian seafarers and their occupational
expansion into the Japanese fishing industry. Today they comprise about 80% of the foreign
seafarers (at least 3,500 ~4,000 persons), while, among foreigners, Filipinos dominate the
merchant vessels (FOC and Maru-ship). Because of the decline in catch and profits since
the 1970s, as well as the decline in population, the deep-sea fishing vessels of Japan have
come to employ foreign seafarers; their employment, at first informal, was institutionalized
in "90 and then in ’98 (Gyosen Maru-ship). Offshore fishing vessels followed suit in
accepting foreign trainees (kenshuu-sei) from ’95. Not only do the Japanese fishermen
prefer in general the characteristics of the Indonesian workers, but also, the students of
Indonesian fishery high-schools (SUPM, SMK) and colleges (STP, AP) have increasingly
focused on Japan. In Indonesia, the employment system of seafarers ensures neither
constant employment nor protection against the exploitation and corruption of the manning
companies (boarding brokers). However, the Indonesians still have some disadvantages
when competing with other foreign seafarers, such as the Filipinos, who generally have
higher qualifications (English, certification, etc.). Thus, the Indonesian seafarers yearn for
positions on Japanese fishing vessels, as one of the highest-paid jobs available to them.
Some of the young generation have also begun to challenge in Indonesia, forming an NGO
for example, so as to improve their treatment as well as to seek out alternative occupations.
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