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Local TLD Initiatives in Europe
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Local TLD Initiatives globally
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Kick-off .paris 10.05.2007



Official Launch app. Sept. 2007
Projektwiki at http://www.openplans.org/projects/campaign-for.nyc







Cinema.berlin – Sport.berlin – Taxi.berlin …



Easy E-Government Access

Can be redirceted on berlin.de 
website, if costs for extra 
website are not available

According to EU studies the biggest hurdle to use E-Government offers is 
the way to find them



Comparison of cityTLD Initiatives
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Comparison of cityTLD Initiatives
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Proposed Timeline for new TLDs

New TLD Multi-Stakeholder-Process
by ICANN GNSO
Started Dec 2005

Q3/2008Q2/2008Q1/2008Q4/2007 Q4/2008Q3/2007Q2/2007Q1/2007

Online

IGF IGF

Filing of Application Evaluation of application
by ICANN (85 days)

Launch
preparations

Approval

Policies
approved

RFP call



The cityTLD Questions



Is going to the ICANN Arena
really necessary for cityTLDs?

A view from outside

Languge hurdles
Legal hurdles
Beauty contest?
Are TLDs for cities generic?
New gTLD process does not 
incorporate local specifics



Do $1-2 Mio Application Costs run new TLDs
into bankruptcy right from the Start?



How much is the IANA function worth?



ISO 3166 and TLDs – A historical Accident?



UN City List

Official United Nations City List
as equivalent to ISO 3166?



Official local German City List
equivalent to ISO 3166?



Yes!

Yes!

Yes!



ccTLDs and cityTLD as natural Partners?

ccTLDs are a huge success story
ccTLDs provide established technology, processes and customers
ccTLDs are well connected in many ways
ccTLDs have experienced staff
ccTLDs have trust with in the country/community
ccTLDs are independend from ICANN
ccTLD relationship are a short cut for the Root entry

cityTLDs may want to get the premium status as well



Advantages of the ccTLD Short Cut

Makes live easier to cityTLD initiatives
– Costs could be used for building the TLD
– Contract based on local laws 
– Local whois policies apply
– Others

Less trouble at ICANN
– Less resources needed
– Minimal administration
– No stress with place names and political strings

Political support for initiative if contention



Recommendations

cityTLDs should be managed by local community
(city, region or cultural community)
ccTLD or independent provider should be involved in ru nning 
the back-end registry functions for cityTLDs (also involved in 
failover plan)
ccTLD should provide political support at local govern ment and 
at ICANN
cityTLDs application procedure should be like the ccT LD one
cityTLDs should pay fees to ICANN which are in count ervalue to 
IANA function
cityTLDs should have formalised relation with ICANN (like 
ccTLDs)



Do you want to take care of us?


