
THE OTHER NETWORK WRITERS ' ROOM 
GLOSSARY OF TERMS 

 
BARREL - Mo re t han one ref e rence to (o r j oke about)  the  same t hing.  i . e . ,  i f  you have  a jo ke  about  
Jews on  one  page  and  a jo ke  about  t he Holocaust  on the next ,  you' re  i n a J ew ish ba r re l .  
 
BEAT  (THE JOKE)  -  Punch i t  up.  Make i t  f unnier .   i . e . ,  That  jo ke isn' t  wo rk ing y et .   
 
BLOW - A jo ke t hat  ends a scene .  
 
CLAM - A hackneyed o r ove r -used jo ke .  i .e . ,  ' Houston ,  we  have a  p roblem' .  
 
GO-TO SCENE - A  sc ene whe re one  c ha rac te r ‘goes to ’  anot her  and  te l ls  t hem what ' s happen ing .  
Usua l ly  used to  e labo rate  p lot  o r bac k -sto ry .  
 
HANG A L ANTERN ON I T - Do somet hing  to make t he j oke  o r i nfo  stand out  more.  
 
JOKE BANK  -  A f i l e  where you  put  jo kes t hat  don' t  f i t  i nto a sc r ipt  fo r one reason or  anot her ,  f or  use 
at  some  l ate r date.  Al so known as t he  'outs'  f i le .  Jo kes get  depos ited ,  but  ra re ly  w i t hd rawn. 
 
A MARMEL - L anding rea l ly  ha rd  on t he punch l i ne  of  a j oke.  Named af te r c omed ian Steve Marmel .  i .e . ,  
" I f  t hat  l ast  Batman mov ie was  any  gayer ,  t he  su i t  would've had  a ZIPPER ON THE ASS! "  (e xample 
courtesy  of  Seth  MacFar lane) 
 
NAKAMURA -  A runn ing  jo ke  i n a scr ipt  t hat  i sn' t  get t i ng  l aughs .  Named a f te r a  sc r ipt  ( potent i a l ly  f rom  
an  ep i sode of  “Chee rs”)  w it h a  runn ing gag about  a c ha rac te r named Nakamura.  W hen t he  f i r st  j oke i n  
a st r i ng doesn' t  wo rk at  a tab le read o r i n  f ront  o f  an  aud ience  and  i t  recurs t h roughout  the scr ipt ,  
you'v e got  a  Nakamura .  
 
P IGGY -BACKING - Repeat i ng  what  someone  e l se  j ust  sa id  i n d i f fe rent  language,  usual ly  i n t he w ri t ers'  
room.  Don' t  do i t !  
 
RUNNER -  A gag i n a scr ipt  t hat  recurs but  doesn' t  r i se t o t he lev e l  o f  a sto ry l i ne .  
 
SHRINK  IT - L i te ra l ly ,  phy sic a l ly  shr i nk ing a scr ipt  t o make i t  short er  (and f i t  i n  more cont ent)  by  
ad just i ng  marg ins and/o r f ont .  No rmal ,  t i ght  o r v ery  t ight .  
 
STALL -  A  sec t ion  of  a  sc r ipt  whe re t he p lot  i sn' t  mov ing.  i . e . ,  There's  a sta l l  i n t he f i r st  ac t  be fo re 
the t u rn.  
 
TWO-PERCENTER - An erudite  j oke t hat  on ly  2% o f  t he audience w i l l  get .  
 
URG  BURG - An ' u rgency  burg la r' ,  usua l ly  a jo ke t hat  undercut s a  ser ious beat  i n a scr ipt .  i .e . ,  don' t  
have a f art  jo ke  i n t he m iddle o f  a  ' hea rt  moment ' .  
 
WACKY  STACK - Too  many  jokes r ight  on  top  of  each o the r.  
 
ZIP CODE -  The  gene ra l  a rea of  an i dea o r  sto ry .  i .e . ,  th is isn' t  r i ght ,  but  i t ' s  i n t he z ip c ode .  
 
 

These terms are distilled from The Other Network Writers’ Room, a series of interviews with 
great TV writers. If you have any terms to add, any questions or comments, or are interested in 
hearing the series, go to http://www.othernetwork.com or e-mail: info@othernetwork.com 



 


