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Recent Releases at the Public Record Office  
 
PRO 
reference 

Date Description 

AB 16/744 1948-53 Records of the United Kingdom Atomic Energy Authority 
and its predecessors: Weapon research, air Contains 
information on the 'cost' of nuclear weapons 

AB 16/3207 1959-60 Claim by J R V Dolphin, Chief Engineer in recognition of 
inventions relating to the Red Beard Bomb 

CAB 134/940 1955 Records of the Cabinet Office: Minutes and Papers 
Contains the Strath report by the Cabinet Home Defence 
Committee on thermonuclear attack 

CO 
1015/1758 

1957-58 Records of the Colonial Office, Commonwealth and 
Foreign and Commonwealth Offices, Empire Marketing 
Board, and related bodies: Northern Rhodesia National 
Congress Action Group: reports on activities of "Hate 
Squads" 

ES 5/357 1965 Records of the Atomic Weapons Research 
Establishment: Operation DOMINIC: report on US 
installations on Christmas Island during Operation 
DOMINIC 27 March to 14 July 1962Contains images of 
the base etc 

FCO 9/1377 1971 Records of the Foreign and Commonwealth Office and 
predecessors: Financial support for United Nations 
Peacekeeping force in Cyprus (UNFICYP) 

FCO 24/980 1971 Five Power defence arrangements for Malaysia and 
Singapore 

FCO 30/1090 1971 Briefs and discussions on Community finance during 
negotiations on UK entry to EEC 

FCO 30/1120 1971 Attitudes of France to UK entry to EEC 



FCO 30/1121 1971 Attitudes of France to UK entry to EEC 

FCO 30/1123 1971 Attitudes of France to UK entry to EEC 

FCO 30/1138 1971 Discussions on sterling during negotiations on UK entry 
to EEC 

FCO 30/1151 1971 Visit of UK Prime Minister, Edward Heath, to France 

FCO 41/101 1966-68 European Commission on Human Rights and an 
application lodged by Sir Oswald Mosley 

FCO 68/319 1971-72 Policy on resumption of arms sales to South Africa 

FCO 68/366 1971-72 Visit of delegation from UK branch of Commonwealth 
Parliamentary Association to Falkland Islands, 
November 1971 

FO 
371/100637 

1952 Icelandic fisheries dispute 

FO 
371/106581 

1950 Exchange visits of young people with Soviet Union: 
report of meeting of the British National Committee of 
the World Assembly of Youth 

FO 
371/86679 

1950 Investigations into Katyn Massacre 

FO 372/8042 1966 United Nations anniversary service, Westminster Abbey: 
diplomatic precedence and 'walk-out' of Kuwaiti 
Ambassador over his seating next to Israeli 
representative 

FO 924/1596 1966 Communist exploitation of visits to UK 

HO 144/4663 1921-25 Records created or inherited by the Home Office, 
Ministry of Home Security, and related bodies: 
DISTURBANCES: Question of withholding passport 
facilities to notorious Communist (William Gallacher) 

HO 144/9486 1927-28 Registered Papers, Supplementary 

HO 
144/18871 

1911-34 Title Royal and Royal Arms: Royal Alexandra Yacht 
Club: refused 

HO 
144/22959 

1923-32 Deportation of British subjects within the Empire: 
memoranda and inter-departmental report for Imperial 
conference; American deportees with Canadian 
connections 

MEPO 
2/10756 

1965-80 Records of the Metropolitan Police Office: Investigation 
into the death of Freddie MILLS found shot in his car in 
Gaslett Yard, WC2 on 25 July 1965: verdict suicide; 
subsequent allegations of murder unsubstantiated 



PREM 
8/1579 

1950-51 Records of the Prime Minister's Office: Custody of 
Cabinet and Cabinet Committee papers 

   



New Document Releases 
AB 16/744 
This document, entitled 'Weapon research, air', contains previously 
unreleased information regarding the financial cost of atomic bombs in 1951. 
The handwritten paragraph at the bottom of the page reads: 
 
'The unit "cost" of £900,000 applies to a nominal 30kt [kiloton] bomb (of 
greater explosive power than the Nagasaki bomb). Alternatively one third as 
many again of the nominal 10kt bombs (of the same explosive power as the 
Hiroshima bomb) could be made for the same cost; this leads to a unit "cost" 
for this type, of £700,000." 
 

  



New Document Releases 
AB 16/3207 
 
This file contains the claim made by J.R.V. Dolphin in recognition of 
inventions relating to the Red Beard (Atomic) Bomb. Mr Dolphin requested a 
financial award for his work on the weapon, but was turned down. The pages 
below show his original letter and some of the thought processes that led to 
his rejection, plus a draft of the final rejection letter sent. 
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