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PREFACE

It is a truism that there are four parties to the process of history—some personify history,
some make it, some watch it, some record it. It is to this Fourth Estate, to those who
contributed their moiety to this history of the Games of the XVI Olympiad and whose task
made up in tedium what it lacked in glamour, that acknowledgment is tendered here.

Their work, whether paid for or voluntary, was not unrewarded. Each in his or her own
way helped to fire and raise the Torch which perpetually lights this matchless achievement of
the youth of the nations in world-wide understanding and fellowship. This, like virtue, is its
own reward.

The publication of the Official Report is a salient obligation of the Charter of the
organizing of the Games. Its requirements in gathering, sifting, checking, condensing, and
indexing an enormous mass of material in manuscript and pictures grows more laborious with
the years. Its compilation represents an interval of eighteen months since the Games.

Responsibility for the contents is accepted by the Organizing Committee, whose thanks are
due to so many contributors that a comprehensive acknowledgment is not possible, but among
whom the following must be placed foremost :

The Arena Managers for their assistance in compiling the reports, and to the following
whose added assistance is much appreciated :

M. A. H. Marsden, C. W. Porter (Torch Relay), A. Tunstall (Boxing), G. W. Jones
(Cycling), M. Buckner (Football), J. X. O'Driscoll (Modern Pentathlon), J. Fullerton, R. E.
Darling (Demonstrations), E. Lake (Opening and Closing Ceremonies, Athletics and Swimming),
and F. H. Pizzey (Athletics).

Grateful thanks must also be tendered to the Chairmen of Committees and Sub-Committees
whose reports form the basis of the preliminary text, and for the assistance received from the
Commonwealth News and Information Bureau and the Australian and Overseas Newspapers
and Magazines, which contributed to the pool of photographs from which was drawn the
majority of illustrations appearing in this Report. There were many donations of individual
photographs received from private sources.

And finally, acknowledgment is due to the Honourable Sir Wilfred Kent Hughes,*
Chairman of the Organizing Committee ; Mr. Edgar Tanner, Honorary Secretary of the
Organizing Committee and the Australian Olympic Federation ; Mr. W. Uren, Executive
Officer of the Australian Olympic Federation ; Mr. T. Forristal, Chairman of the Winding-up
Committee, and Mr. P. W. Nette, Administrative Director of the XVI Olympiad.

All sporting reports were submitted to the International Sporting Federations for approval
before final editing.

* Knighted in New Year Honours 1957 by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II.



Compiling and indexing these reports entailed greater difficulty than was first envisaged,
for reasons which warrant explanation.

Results, for instance, were issued, as were amendments, alterations, and comments, as
the currency of the competitions required. These were not in sufficient detail for permanent
record. Some Federations took their results away with them without leaving copies with either
the Organizing Committee or their Australian associations.

Notwithstanding months of correspondence, some minor details and names of officials
are still not complete, a matter for editorial regret.

The spelling of names adopted is that on the entry forms. This may not invariably
follow English usage, but the rule having been made it was followed, and it is trusted disapproval
will not be occasioned. In some cases—particularly in South American and Asian names—the
correct index name was difficult to select. Names having prefixes presented a particular
problem in indexing.

One surprise which confronted the compilors was to find that 302 entrants who came to
Melbourne did not take part in any event. These are not included in the index. It is hoped
that none has been undeservedly omitted.

The list of acknowledgments would not be complete without reference to my office staff,
especially Mr. E. Lake, whose services in checking manuscripts and reading proofs were essential
to the end result, and to my editorial assistant, Mr. Allan Dawes.

W

-

—_—

EDWARD A. DOYLE,

Honorary Editor.
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A GREEN AND PLEASANT MEMORY

In the minds of the many thousands who saw the Melbourne Olympic Games of 1956
there still lives a green and pleasant memory. In the course of my own life I have seen many
magnificent sights. I have seen nothing more stirring than the Opening and Closing Days at
the Main Stadium.

There can be no doubt that from first to last the Games were a great success. In the
early days, before the site for the track events had been settled, there were unhappy disputes and
differences. But these were all resolved, and in the long run an organization of remarkable
efficiency came into being. Looking back on it all, I believe that three things in particular
made a lasting impression.

The first was the actual detailed organization of the events ; the day to day timetables ;
the phenomenal punctuality and despatch. If a certain event were scheduled for three minutes past
three and you looked at your watch and saw that it was three minutes past three, you could
look up with complete confidence to see the runners on their marks and the starter with the
pistol in his hand.

This kind of thing seemed easy to the uninitiated. It was, in fact, the result of tremendous
preliminary work and rehearsal and administrative discipline. In the result it meant that the
interest of the spectators was constantly keyed up, that there were no delays or irritations, and
that the dramatic balance of the programme was undisturbed.

We in Australia are commonly (and sometimes rightly) regarded as rather casual people.
I am sure that very few people expected that the events would, technically, be run at least as
well as they have ever been run in the long Olympic history. When it was all over, we were
proud, and every visitor who spoke to me was delighted.

The second memorable aspect was of the Games as a spectacle. Few had
perhaps realised that the green sward, the blue sky, the orange-coloured tracks, the gay colours
of the contestants, the swift movement of the runners, the high curved soaring of the javelins,
would all combine into a picture which was artistically exciting. This aspect of these great
athletic contests is one worth mentioning. It is sometimes forgotten that from the point of
view of the onlooker the athlete practises not only a skill but an art. ~What is happening in the
arena appeals as much to the eye as to the pulse and the spirit of partisanship. Those days at
the Main Stadium are indeed among the high lights of memory !

The third aspect was one which I mention with particular pleasure because I had not
dared to expect it. On more than one occasion in modern times, international athletic contests
have provoked ill-will and jealousies and bitter national resentments. Such cases have, of
course, been by no means the rule, but even as exceptions they have been sufficiently advertised
to induce in many minds a feeling that we might at Melbourne see some awkward manifestations
of national prejudice or of resentment in defeat. It is therefore splendid to be able to record

13



that no ill-will appeared. Winners from many countries (some of them politically hostile
to each other) were applauded with equal enthusiasm.  Gallant losers were, in our racial
tradition, applauded even more vigorously.

At the Opening Ceremony, when all the teams marched behind their national flags and
wore their ceremonial and distinctive clothing, the vast crowd gave an unforgettable and warm
reception to all. The fact that this team or that team represented a nation quite recently at
war with us made no difference. There was indeed among over a hundred thousand people,
without preliminary organization, without any suggestions or directions, a spontaneity of mind and
of welcome that I have never seen equalled.

I had the vagrant thought that, if the whole ground and concourse of people could have
been floated on a magic carpet and set down next to the United Nations headquarters in New
York, it might have solved by one warm-hearted stroke of imagination some of the dreary
disputes which drag their slow way along in the committee rooms and corridors of that vast
building.

The Closing Ceremony was even more remarkable. Frankly, I expected it to be an
anti-climax. The contests were over. The last stopwatch had been put away. True, there
was a great choir which sang unforgettably. There was a sort of retrospective hubbub in the
crowd. But there was no organized march of teams. On the contrary, they all got mingled
together. They marched around the ground, very badly from the point of view of a drill
sergeant, dressed in all sorts and conditions of garments, chatting to each other, waving to their
friends, new or old. You would have thought that nothing much could come of such a march.
But it was in fact superbly dramatic.

On the first day they had all marched as competitors in their national teams, preserving
their national identity, headed by their national flags. On the last day they went around the
arena as men and women who had learned to be friends, who had broken down some of the
barriers of language, of strangeness, of private prejudices.

And because of this, the last day became a remarkable international demonstration,
carrying with it a significance which was not overlooked by anybody lucky enough to be present.

Calm judgment, of course, indicates that in some ways the effect of such great athletic
events is relatively ephemeral. 1 for one would make no extravagant claims about them.
But long after the names of the winners have faded from memory and the records then made

have been broken, there will remain in the minds of many thousands of men and women, old or
growing old, a warming memory of an event which had, as I believe, an enduring human significance.

ROBERT G. MENZIES,

President of the Games.

14



THE RIGHT HONOURABLE R. G. MENZIES, C.H,, Q.C., M.P.,
President of the Games.



THE TORCH MOVES UP TO ROME

An atmosphere of sportsmanship and goodwill, which seemed to lift the Olympic ideals to
even greater heights than ever before, was manifest at the Melbourne Games. Whatever the
cause, Australia in general and the City of Melbourne in particular were most grateful to all the
visiting nations for the manner in which they supported the Melbourne Games, and for their
demeanour both on and off the arenas.

The Australian Olympic Federation and the Organizing Committee had their own problems
to solve, similar in many respects and more complicated in other ways than those which confront
any city staging the Games. The task of organization was lightened and made much more
effective by the generous donations of time, trouble, labour, and gifts from many industrial
concerns and countless individuals. The Melbourne Games were a community effort in the
fullest sense.

Housing for the teams was provided in an entirely new housing project which formed the
Olympic Village. This proved itself as the home of the Olympic Spirit, and laid the foundations
for such success as was achieved.

Accommodation was a difficult task. The Melbourne City Council's Civic Committee
solved the problem of accommodation for visitors by enlisting the co-operation of many
thousands of private citizens.

On behalf of Australia I extend to all our visitors from all over the world our grateful
thanks for the honour they accorded us, for the pleasure they gave to us, and for the manner in
which they assisted us in upholding all that is best and highest in the Olympic ideals.

Last, but not least, we pay high tribute to the members of the International Olympic
Committee.  Australia will continue to give them all possible support in their work for one of the
greatest international movements of modern times.

To Rome we hand the Torch with the fervent hope that the flame burns ever more brightly,
as the result of its visit to Melbourne and the Southern Hemisphere. Good luck for the 1960
Games.

WS Wl Ny bt

W. S. KENT HUGHES,

Chairman of the Organizing Committee.

16



THE HONOURABLE W. S. KENT HUGHES, M.V.O., O.B.E., M.C., ED., M.P.,
Chairman of the Organizing Committee.
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THE GAMES OF THE XVI OLYMPIAD

In 1956 the Olympic Games travelled for the first time south of the Equator carrying to the
Southern Hemisphere the inspiration of their illustrious founder in the Modern Era, Baron
de Coubertin. The Olympic ideal had faced a crisis more than once since its revival in 1896—
from diffidence in high places at the beginning in Athens, from world-wide economic depression
in Los Angeles in 1932 and from post-war restoration in London in 1948. Although occasionally
world conditions had led to a temporary eclipse, the Olympic Flame had burned more brightly
at each restoration.

The atmosphere of menace loomed again in 1956. The clouds of international tension
rolled up and around, and finally burst into storm. The crisis in the Middle East involved many
of the competing nations. East and west the shadow of the immediate future at the end of
October and early November seemed to be hardening into the bleak and spectral outline of war.
The nations were shocked into a collision of sympathies and antipathies that promised no end
but calamity.

Curiously, Australia's very remoteness from the familiar arenas of international sport, which
had been envisaged as Melbourne's severest handicap as host city, became in this extremity
perhaps the saving grace of the Games. Many of the athletes, their officials, and supporters had
already arrived. Others touched down in the midst of the tumult to find that the shattering
events of the other hemisphere slipped into a new perspective, took on more realistic proportions as
proximity faded into middle distance, middle distance into the horizon. They reached their
destination to find world politics and massing war machines shrinking into mere paragraphs as
Olympic weather forecasts, the prospects of athletes, the aspects of arenas, and problems of
training, of teams and times, crowded them out of the headlines. Journalists were already pouring
in from everywhere, and were surrounded by the Olympic courtesy, not merely as might have been
expected of their hosts, but, by some subtle contagion, of the partisans of the embattled nations
themselves, surrounded by the peaceful venues of sport. This news they transmitted to the four
corners of the globe.

" The Truce of God ", the miracle of the Games more than five hundred Olympiads ago,
descended on the nations again. It remains for the historian who writes in future time to assess
the part this Armistice of the Athletes played in stemming the tide of disaster at the very point
of flood.

This was the climate at the birth of the Games of the XVI Olympiad in Melbourne. The
Games, if never before, did indeed on this occasion make and, more significantly perhaps, unmake
history.

World affairs did, of course, inevitably and indelibly leave their mark on the Games.
Melbourne was very grateful to the Chancellor of the International Olympic Committee,
Mr. Otto Mayer in Lausanne, for his strenuous and successful efforts to abate the storm of
withdrawals from Europe. But the official programme was not able to list Spain, Holland, Egypt,
People's Republic of China, and Switzerland.
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XVI OLYMPIAD

Others, who found it impossible to fulfil their earlier
optimistic hopes, were the Gold Coast, Lebanon, Guatemala,
Iraq, Malta, and Panama.

So, confounding all portents, the Games on 22nd November
opened in Melbourne, the capital of Victoria, smallest of the
mainland States of the Australian Commonwealth. In more
than one way, they broke new ground. Of this characteristic,
the Torch Relay is typical. Revived in 1936 for the Berlin Games,
the Torch Relay grew in the Olympiads to 1956 from the mere
traverse of a few European frontiers by a small team of flame-
bearers, to a giant symbolic ritual progress through nine capital
cities down 13,000 miles of sea and land across the world. The
flame was borne by relays of athletes across the first 220 miles in
Greece, then, transferred to miners' lamps and to aircraft, flown
from Athens by way of Istanbul, Basra, Karachi, Calcutta,
Bangkok, Singapore, and Djakarta to Darwin, a matter of 8,544
miles. Here it was lifted at Australia's northern portal by a
Royal Australian Air Force jet bomber and set down at Cairns
in Queensland, where the overland relay was taken up again, and
the Torch passed from hand to hand by Australian athletes. The
first was an Australian-born Greek, the second an Australian
aboriginal. Hailed with civic and public receptions all along the
2,831 miles, the Torch sped southwards down the Australian
continent by way of Brisbane, Sydney, and Canberra, through
tropical, sub-tropical, and temperate zones, to Melbourne.

The flame's arrival in the hands of a young Melbourne runner, a white figure against the
Australian summer green and gold and the riot of Olympic carnival colour, was the signal for a
burst of ecstatic enthusiasm from over a hundred thousand people assembled in the Main
Stadium, and set the tempo for the whole of this unforgettable symphony of sport.

The occasion was memorable for many reasons. The airlift of passengers to and from
the Melbourne airport was unique in the history of Australian aviation. These were the first
Olympic Games to be televised and, in fact, the Games played their part in introducing television
into Australia, a virgin field. Among many outstanding feats of construction the Games were
responsible for the erection of a Swimming Stadium demonstrating new principles in building
design, which became the cynosure of international architectural interest.

The outlay on the Games in Melbourne is estimated at some £8,000,000. The Olympic
ideal, however, does not reckon with profit and loss. They are less than nothing compared with
the dividends in goodwill, not only in sport, not only for Melbourne or Australia, rich though
this may be, but indestructibly in the hearts of men and women there and everywhere. This will
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The dramatic moment : Ron Clarke, junior mile world record holder, carries the blazing torch around the Main Stadium.

go on. With its little more than a century of settlement since it emerged as " the place for a
Village " of its homespun pioneers, Melbourne had perhaps more to gain than any other Olympic
city from this unique opportunity and experience.

As an instrument of destiny in the transfer of the Olympic arena beyond the disputed
frontiers of the world of old doubts and new dissensions, and of presenting the Games in all the
panoply of their long past, but with a rich promise for the future, in a moment when their very
hope of endurance might have been challenged, Melbourne may have unwittingly, but with no
less cause for pride, achieved something more. For one other aspect of the Olympic Games
in Melbourne set them apart from those of any other host city of any other Olympiad—their
close. For some time before the Games the Organizing Committee had been seeking some
means of lifting the Closing Ceremony from what seemed to be an anti-climax as compared with
the grandeur of the Opening Ceremony. A second march by the teams had been suggested but
had been ruled out as many athletes would have returned home before the final day.

For the Opening Ceremony the athletes had entered the arena as teams. Greece, as

birthplace of the Olympic ideal, headed the parade in the established tradition ; Australia, the
nation of the host city, took up the rear. Cheered with impartial good nature, whatever their
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flag, former foes and present friends, foes or friends of other friends or foes, the young men and
women of the world marched to martial music to do honour to the land of their birth in the lists
of sport. Matching the courtesy of the crowd, the athletes saluted in the characteristic gesture of
their respective countries the representative of the Royal House of the host nation. As victory
succeeded victory throughout the Games, in all more than 100,000 men, women, and children,
bare-headed and erect, daily honoured the National Anthems of the victors, again with impartial
regard to the insignia of ancient thrones or newborn republics, to every nation according to its
share in the sunlight.

Then the climax, with its stunning impact on the imagination of the people, a prophetic
image of a new future for mankind—the athletes of the world not now sharply divided, nation
by nation, but in this Closing Ceremony of comradeship, marching as one in a hotchpotch
of sheer humanity, pouring from the field to an Australian folk song and a Scottish air of
goodbye and goodwill. It was a chaos of friends impacted into a mass, a fiesta of friendship,
the finale of a symphony in trumpet notes of joy in life with undertones of scarce-imagined
possibilities for the race of man. What could this mean if not the Olympic Armistice, the
" Truce of God " ending in an expression of universal goodwill, there for the asking and surely
never likely to perish from the earth while these men and women should be there to uphold it ?

A wave of emotion swept over the crowd, the Olympic Flame was engulfed in it and died ;
the Olympic flag went out in tears, not cheers, and a great silence. This, more than any remembered
laurel of the Games, was something no-one had ever experienced before—not anywhere in the world,
not anywhere in time.

Clearly, as the crowds instinctively recognized, this finale had not been in the libretto. How
accurate was their intuition. It was as late as the Wednesday of the final week that the Chairman
received a letter, the writer of which identified himself as a Chinese boy "just turned seventeen ".

" Mr. Hughes ", he wrote, " I believe it has been suggested that a march should be put on
during the Closing Ceremony, and you said it couldn't be done. I think it can be done." The
march he had in mind, he said, was different from the one during the Opening Ceremony.
" During the march there will be only one Nation", he continued. " War, politics, and
nationality will be all forgotten. What more could anybody want, if the whole world could be
made as one Nation ? Well, you can do it in a small way. This is how I think . . . No
team is to keep together and there should be no more than two team-mates together. They must
be spread out evenly . . . I'm certain everybody, even yourself, would agree this would be a
great occasion . . . no-one would forget. The important thing in the Olympic Games is
not to win, but to take part."*

The idea caught the imagination of the Hon. W. S. Kent Hughes but it was not until
lunch-time on Friday, the day before the Closing, that others who had to be consulted had
approved and the President of the International Olympic Committee endorsed the innovation.
Time was so short that a public announcement was deemed inadvisable and instructions were
issued to cancel the parade if the athletes who mustered proved fewer than 400.

The spectators were thus taken completely by surprise.

* The writer of the letter was later identified as John Ian Wing, an Australian-born Chinese, a carpenter's apprentice
by trade.
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The athletes at attention watch the Olympic Flame
spring into life to herald the opening of the Games.

The climax to sixteen days of comradeship. As a single entity the
athletes of the world march as a gesture of international friendship.
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The happy scenes on Closing Day.




So much for the factors which highlighted the Olympic Games in Melbourne as an historic
and heroic occasion.

The winning of them for Melbourne made a story cast in the same mould. The strongest
argument in favour of Melbourne's selection had been the record of Australian sportsmen and
women and their unbroken record of participation in the Games of every Olympiad in the Modern
Era, an honour shared with only Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Greece, and U.S.A.
Many Australians, leaders in State and Sport, were to carry the idea to fruition.

At a meeting convened to re-establish the Victorian Olympic Council, it was resolved
on the motion of Mr. C. R. Aitken that " We apply for the Games ". The motion was carried
unanimously.  On 1st July, 1946, together with the President, Mr. W. T. J. Uren, Mr. Tanner,
who was the Honorary Secretary of the Council, and the driving force in the campaign for
Melbourne, transmitted the request to the Australian Olympic Federation and the International
Olympic Committee. The reply from Mr. J. Sigfrid Edstrom, then Acting President of the
International Olympic Committee, explained that the Games were never given to a country but
to a city, and asked that the city be named, and Mr. Tanner replied, " Melbourne ".

Sir Frank Beaurepaire, an Olympic veteran and a former Lord Mayor of Melbourne, was
requested to assist. Mr. Uren resigned as President of the Victorian Olympic Council, in
favour of Sir Frank Beaurepaire and was appointed to the newly-created office of Chairman.
The Lord Mayor of Melbourne, Sir Raymond Connelly, and Sir Frank Beaurepaire enlisted the
support of heads of State (His Excellency the Governor, Sir Winston Dugan, and the Premier,
the Honourable T. T. Hollway). They also enlisted the aid of Sir Keith Murdoch and Mr. E. A.
Doyle, two Melbourne newspaper executives in a campaign to secure the selection of Melbourne
as host city of the 1956 Games.

Two panels, working in association with the Australian Olympic Federation and the
Victorian Olympic Council, were set up—a publications sub-committee of the Lord Mayor's
Invitation and Executive Committee of which Mr. Doyle was Chairman, and a financial
sub-committee under Sir Frank Beaurepaire. The invitation was sent by cable and received
by the International Olympic Committee at its meeting at St. Moritz on 23rd January, 1948.
The message, over Sir Raymond Connelly's signature, impressed on the Committee that finance
for the organization and conduct of the Games had been assured by the City of Melbourne and
the State of Victoria.

The Invitation and Executive Committee for the Olympic Games, headed by the Governor
and representing all sections of the community, was sponsored. Business men donated £100
each to provide £12,000 to finance the publication of a series of illustrated books which carried
and supported the invitation in French and English. The Victorian Government supported these
with a film which was shown in Rome when the application was considered by the Committee in
1949.  The original de luxe invitation book, limited to 500 copies and circulated among heads of
State and members of the International Olympic Committee and national sporting bodies, had
already become a collectors' piece in Europe. This white suede-bound volume bearing in enamel
the Coat of Arms of the City of Melbourne, was distributed before the 1948 Games in London.

Among the visitors to London for the Games were Sir Frank Beaurepaire, Sir Raymond
Connelly, Sir Harold Luxton (one of the representatives in Australia of the International Olympic
Committee), and Mr. Tanner, none of whom lost any opportunity to emphasize Melbourne's
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qualifications. An Australian delegation comprising Sir James Disney (who succeeded Sir Raymond
Connelly as Lord Mayor), Sir Frank Beaurepaire, and Mr. Harold Alderson, was joined by the
Victorian Agent-General in the United Kingdom (Sir Norman Martin) at Rome in 1949 when the
International Olympic Committee considered the invitation. The Prime Minister (the Right
Honourable J. B. Chifley) had by now joined in the invitation—his assurance of financial support
was later endorsed by his successor, the Right Honourable R. G. Menzies.

The delegates addressed the Committee in turn and the Games were accorded to Melbourne
by a majority of one vote over Buenos Aires in the forty-one votes cast, with Los Angeles and
Detroit the nearest next contenders.

The Australian Olympic Federation, having been notified by the International Olympic
Committee that the Games were entrusted to its keeping, appointed a Provisional Organizing
Committee consisting of—the Lord Mayor of Melbourne, Sir Harold Luxton (Member,
International Olympic Committee), Mr. H. R. Weir (Member, International Olympic Committee),
Mr. Harry Alderson (Chairman of the Australian Olympic Federation), Sir Frank Beaurepaire
(President of the Victorian Olympic Council), Mr. E. S. Tanner (Honorary Secretary-Treasurer
of the Australian Olympic Federation), Messrs. R. H. Wallman and C. R. Aitken (members of
the Executive of the Australian Olympic Federation), Mr. W. T. J. Uren (Chairman, Victorian
Olympic Council), a Representative of each of the Commonwealth and State Governments, the
Hon. G. L. Chandler representing the Municipal Association, and Sir George Wales, a
member of the Melbourne Invitation Committee.

The rest of the story, with a slight exception, is one of little more than local interest. The
exception lay in the difficulty encountered in the restrictions which the Commonwealth Quarantine
Regulations placed on the entry of horses into Australia. This was solved by the International
Olympic Committee agreeing to substitute Stockholm for Melbourne as the venue for the equestrian
events.

The venues, including elaborate constructional projects were ready, some ahead of time, some
to the day. The Olympic Village, a remarkable feat of housing in which the State Housing
Commission co-operated, was ready waiting for the teams. The city, its hotels and department
stores on the one hand, its homes and private hospitality on the other, its transport system geared
to unprecedented demands, its theatres, its banks, its parks and gardens at all points prepared and
anxious to please, awaited the nations of the world.

The very weather, the sun and the shade of the Yarra-river side, the noon day warmth and
the sea breeze of early evening, stood disciplined like the athletes, all its mettle and its magic stored
for this procession of sixteen days of unsullied splendour.

All the rumblings of distant wars, all the clash and clamour of world-away systems and
schemes faded, forgotten like a scare in the night, before the splendour of this daybreak of an
Olympiad.
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The Host City awaits
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ORGANIZATION AND ADMINISTRATION

The provisional Organizing Committee set up by the Australian Olympic Federation held
its first meeting in November, 1949, when Sir Frank Beaurepaire was elected chairman. Its
main responsibilities at that stage were the investigation and ultimate choice of venues and
arrangements with Governments and the Melbourne City Council for finance for construction
of and additions to venues and for the Village, together with financial guarantees to provide for
promotion and organization of the Games.

On 17th September, 1951, the Organizing Committee was registered as a limited liability
company, and some eight months later opened its first official headquarters. There were 66
members of the committee.

The Executive Committee

Authority was vested in an Executive Committee of 27 members under the chairmanship
of the Hon. W. S. Kent Hughes. The Executive was entitled to delegate its powers to
sub-committees of persons (whether members of the Organizing Committee or not) in order to
control and expedite the organization of the Games in its various phases.

The final meeting before the Games of the Executive Committee, in the Reception Room of the Melbourne Town Hall.
From left—Sir George Wales, J. R. Berkery, M. W. O'Donnell, R. H. Wallman, N. D. Carlyon, G. Moir, E. Broad,
C. R. Aitken, E. A. Doyle, Hon. A. A. Calwell, L. B. Curnow (rep. E. J. H. Holt), Sir William Bridgeford,
Hon. W. S. Kent Hughes, E. S. Tanner, L. Luxton, Sir Frank Selleck, P. W. Nette, Hon. G. L. Chandler,
J. C. Pollack, C. J. Gray, W. T. J. Uren, Sir Harold Alderson, A. Priest, Hon. W. Barry.
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ORGANIZATION

Patron

Her Majesty the Queen graciously consented to give Her Royal Patronage to the Games.
At the Opening Ceremony on 22nd November, she was represented by His Royal Highness
the Duke of Edinburgh.

President of the Games

The Prime Minister of the Commonwealth of Australia, The Right Honorable R. G.
Menzies, President of the Australian Olympic Federation, accepted appointment as President of
the Games.

Date of the Games

Thursday, 22nd November, 1956, was fixed for the Opening Ceremony of the Games
which were to be completed by Saturday, 8th December. No sports were conducted on either of
the Sundays during the period.

Sub-Committees

The Executive Committee created sub-committees as follows : Finance and General
Purposes, Construction, Technical, Housing and Catering, Communications and Broadcasting,
Transport, Medical, Press and Publicity, and Fine Arts ; and, after the Games, the Winding-up
Committee to finalize the affairs of the Organizing Committee.

Delegation to Helsinki Games

The Organizing Committee accredited to the Helsinki 1952 Games Committee some 23
observers who were given every opportunity and assistance to inspect and study the organization
of those Games. These observers covered every sport together with administration, housing
and catering, transport, communications and other phases of organization and reported in detail
to this Committee. Their work was most useful in the organization of the 1956 Games and the
Committee desires to express its thanks and appreciation to the organizers and staff of the
Helsinki Committee for the assistance and information so freely given to our observers.

Finance and General Purposes Committee

This sub-committee of seven members was formed in mid-1953 to handle urgent matters
arising between meetings of the full Executive. Its members were :—

The Hon. W. S. Kent Hughes, M.V.O., O.B.E., M.C., E.D., M.P., Chairman

Mr. R. J. Burman Mr. M. W. O'Donnell
Cr. the Hon. P. L. Coleman Mr. E. S. Tanner, E.D., M.P.
Mr. T. Forristal Mr. W. T. J. Uren

Mr. L. Luxton, O.B.E.

This sub-committee became the controlling sub-committee responsible for financial
arrangements and all matters not specifically delegated to other expert sub-committees formed
to deal with particular aspects of the Games. It met approximately every two weeks—more
frequently as the time of the Games approached.

The three Executive Officers—Sir William Bridgeford and Messrs. P. W. Nette and
E. J. H. Holt—were required to be in attendance at all meetings of this sub-committee.
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From left (back) T. Forristal, W. T. J. Uren, Hon. P. L. Coleman, M. W. O'Donnell, R. J. Burman
(front) L. Luxton, Hon. W. S. Kent Hughes, E. S. Tanner.

In May, 1955, the three Executive Officers were appointed a Board of Management in
order to expedite day-to-day organization and, subject to report to the Finance and General
Purposes Committee, power was delegated to the Board to act in all matters requiring immediate
decision for the proper conduct of the Games.

Staff
The Committee opened its office in June, 1952. Growth of administration staff over the

years was as follows :—
Male Female Total

30th June, 1952 - . - o1 . 1
31st December, 1952 . . .. .. | 1 2
31st December, 1953 . . .. .. .. © 2 8
31st December, 1954 . . .. .. ... 9 10 19
30th June, 1955 .. .. .. .. 18 16 34
31st December, 1955 . . . .. .. 24 24 48
30th June, 1956 .. .. .. .. 34 42 76
31st October, 1956 . . .. . .72 65 137
Maximum during period of Games .. . . 169 99 268

For a short period prior to and during the Games additional staff, mostly males, up to a
maximum of 506, were employed as interpreters, ticket sellers and gate-keepers, transport
officers, watchmen and the like.

The run-down of staff was rapid. On 31st January, 1957—7 weeks after the Games, 37
members comprised the staff. This was reduced to 12, two months later.

The staff position for the Village is shown under " Catering ".
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TECHNICAL

International Sporting Federa-
tions Offices and Congress
Rooms

Australian Sporting Associations
Games Organization :

Athletics Modern
Baskethall P
Boxing Rowing
Canoeing Shooting
Cycling Swimming
Fencing Weightlifting
Football Wrestling
Gymnastics Yachting
Hockey

Demonstrations

Opening and Closing Cere-
monies

Attaches

Torch Relay

Olympic Flame

Programmes

Arenas, Halls, Pool, Courses :—
Selection, Equipping
Technical Equipment
Timing—Photo Finish

Entry Forms

Training Facilities

Brochures- Sports Regulations
Flags

Announcing at Arenas

Badges, Medals, Diplomas and
Commemorative Medals

Filming, Photography and
Newsreels

Arena Passes

Stadia Accommodation for Com-
petitors and Officials (Liaison
with Box Office)

Refreshment Facilities for
Officials, Competitors  and
Staff (Liaison with Housing and
Catering)

Staffing of Playing Areas

Bands—Orchestration, Anthems,
Olympic Hymn

First-aid Rooms at Venues
(Liaison with Medical Section)
Interpreters

Armed Services, Police and
Youth Organizations co-
operation

ORGANIZATIONAL CHART XVI OLYMPIAD MELBOURNE,

TECHNICAL DIRECTOR

MEDICAL

Liaison with Medical Com-

mittee for:—

Medical and

Facilities

Dental

Housing

Centres and Sports Venues

Ambulance Service

HOUSING AND CATERING

Housing of Comp S,

Planning of Suitable Build-

Officials, Judges, Referees,
&c., approved to live in
Olympic Village

Administrative Offices and
Commandants' Quarters at
Villages

Village Passes
Furnishings

Medical and Dental Services
at Villages in conjunction
with Medical Section

Security and Discipline at
Villages

Concessions and Facilities
at Housing Centres (Postal,
Banking, Shops, Laundry,
Dry Cleaning, Mending,
Hairdressing, Newspapers,
&e.

Recreational Facilities at
Villages

Co-ordination of Outside
Entertainment and Hos-
pitality for competitors

Car Parks at Villages

ings and Offices for Cater-
ing, including Restaurant,
Stores, Kitchens, Mess-
rooms, Dining  Rooms,
Cool Chambers

Technical Equipment for
Catering

Catering for Officials and
Athletes at Venues

Catering at Villages

Box Lunches for Com-
petitors as required

Catering  Concessions  at
Villages and Venues

Staffing
Purchasing of Provisions

Provision, where necessary,
of Uniforms for Village
Personnel

Organizing C i E

Deputy Chairman :
Honorary Secretary :

Chief Executive Officer—LIEUTENANT-GENERAL SIR WILLIAM BRIDGEFORD, C.B., C.B.E., M.C.

FINANCE

1956

ORGANIZING _ COMMITTEE

EXECUTIVE _COMMITTEE

AND_GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

FINE ARTS

Liaison with Fine Arts
Committee for:

Exhibition of Visual Arts
and Literature

Festival of Music and
Drama

PRESS AND PUBLICITY

Preparation of Publications,
Press Bulletins and Other
Publicity

Posters
Press Centre

Information and Distribu-
tion of Results Services for
Press and Radio at Stadia
and Press Centres

Liaison for Postal, Tele-
graph, Teleprinter, Tele-
phone and Radio Services
for Press and Broadcasters

Liaison for Press and Radio
Accommodation and Seats
in Stadia

Distribution of Tickets,
Badges and Programmes
to Press, Broadcasters,
Photographers, Newsreel
Operators

Control and Sale of Pool
Photographs

ive—
Chairman : The HON. W. S. KENT HUGHES, M.V.0., O.B.E., M.C., E.D., M.P.
MR. L. LUXTON, O.B.E.

MR. E. S. TANNER, E.D., M.P.

Technical Director: MR. E. J. H. HOLT, C.B.E.

Administrative Director MR. P. W. NETTE

CHIEF

COMMUNICATIONS

Postal, Radio and Tele-
printer Services

Liaison with Press Office,
Broadcasting and Technical
Section

Publication of Instructional
Brochure

EXECUTIVE OFFICER

TRANSPORT

RECEPTION CONSTRUCTION

Construction of New Stadia
Alterations and Additions to
Existing Stadia

Transport for I1.0.C., Arrival and Departure of—
Guests of Honour, Repre- 1.0.C,, Presidents of
sentatives of International N.O.C., Representatives of
Federations, Competitors, L.F.'s, and Other Guests of
Officials and Staff Honour—including ~ Hotel
and accommodation gener-
ally, Issue of Identity
Passports, Stadia Passes,
Medallions, &c.

Training Grounds, &c.

Liaison with Air and Finance for Above Purposes

Steamship Services

1.0.C. Offices and Meeting
Rooms

Distribution of Compliment-
ary Programmes

Hospitality and  Official
Functions :—
1.0.C. Members
Guests of Honour, Presi-
dents and Secretaries of
N.O.C.'s and LF.'s

Reception  of  National
Teams at Airports, Stations
and Ports

Liaison for Special Trans-
port

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS AND CHAIRMEN OF SUB-COMMITTEES

Finance and General Purposes—Chairman: The HON. W. S. KENT HUGHES

Construction—Chairman : CR. the HON. P. L. COLEMAN

Housing and Catering—Chairman :

MR. N. D. CARLYON, O.B.E.

Press and Publicity—Chairman : MR. E. A. DOYLE, O.B.E.
Communications—Chairman : MR. M. R. C. STRADWICK
Technical—Chairman : MR. E. J. H. HOLT, C.B.E.
Transport—Chairman : MR. F. P. MOUNTJOY, M.C.
Reception—Chairman : MR. L. LUXTON, O.B.E.
Medical—Chairman : DR. H. G. FURNELL, C.B.E., D.S.0O., E.D.

Fine Arts—

Chairman (Visual Arts and Literature) : PROFESSOR G. W. PATON
Chairman (Music and Drama) : PROFESSOR SIR BERNARD HEINZE

ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTOR

ADMINISTRATION AND
FINANCE

Secretariat, Translation
Service, Records and
Reports

Committees and  Sub-
Committees, Notices,
Agenda, Minutes  and
Reports

Accounts Control Office-
Authorization of Accounts

Salaries and Wages
Pay Office

Revenue Office
Security

Box Office Accounting

Personnel Office-
Engagement of Staff

Staff Records
Programme Sales
Contracts

Office Accommodation, Fur-
nishing and Supplies

Concessions and Sale of
Rights (other than Catering)

Banking Arrangements

Entertainment and Sales
Tax

BOX OFFICE

Organization of Seating of
all Venues and Liaison with
Technical Section
Pricing, Printing and
Security of Tickets
Selling Organization:—
Overseas
Australia
Over the Counter
Sales at Venues



FINANCE

Early in 1952 the Governments of the Commonwealth and State of Victoria agreed to
guarantee the Organizing Committee up to a total of £200,000 to cover a possible deficit in funds
for promoting and organizing the Games. Although, at the time of writing, the accounts
have not been finalized, it would appear that the deficit on promotional account will be of the
order of £300,000.  Since the Games, the two Governments have agreed to underwrite the whole
of the deficit on promotional account.

In February, 1957, the Winding-up Committee consisting of Mr. T. Forristal for the State
Government, Mr. M. W. O'Donnell for the Commonwealth Treasury, and Mr. Edgar S. Tanner,
representing the Australian Olympic Federation, was created to wind-up the organization.

On the basis of expenditure and revenue to date plus estimates of probable accounts yet
to be paid and revenues yet to be received, the figures, rounded off to the nearest thousand pounds,
are as follows :—

Estimated Expenditure. £ Receipts. £

Salaries and wages .. 290,000 Net ticket sales .. .. . .. 1,170,000
Office expenses, telephones light and power Programmes .. 36,000

cleaning, rent, &c. 77,000 Films, licences, concessions “and rlghts .. 77,000
Fees, insurance, interest .- = = 15,000 Interest on deposits . . 12,000
Travelhng expenses - - 55,000 Competitors and officials — accommodation
Hospitality and accommodation .. . 26,000 charges .. .. .. .. 397,000
Printing, plans and publicity .. .. 109,000 Village Canteen .. .. . .. 68,000
Commissions—box office .. .. .. 7,000 —_—
Filming .. .. .. 50,000 Total .. .. .. .. 1,760,000
Competitions and demonstrations . . .. 76 000 . o _—
Rent of Stadia .. .. 91,000 Estimated deficit . . 300,000
Cleaning of venues and miscellaneous .. 27.000
Construction works at Stadia. &c. .. .. 132,000
Equipment—technical, film and office . 90,000
Australian teams and officials, grants to sportlng

associations 88,000
Transport, cartage and frelght 87,000
Village—Housing, catering and canteen costs 840,000

Total .. .. . .. 2,060,000

Technical sports equipment was given to the Australian Olympic Federation for
distribution to the amateur sporting associations. The proceeds of sale of other equipment,
furniture, &c., have been credited to the items of expenditure covering such purchases.

Winding-up the Games Organization.
From left — M. W. O'Donnell,
T. Forristall (Chairman), E. S. Tanner.
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INVITATIONS TO THE GAMES

Invitations to compete in the Games were sent to 91 member nations of the International
Olympic Committee. These were printed in English only.

The following nations accepted :—

Afghanistan Gold Coast Nigeria
Argentine Great Britain and Northern North Borneo*
Australia Ireland Norway
Austria Greece Pakistan
Bahamas Guatemala Panama
Belgium Holland Peru
Bermuda Hong Kong Philippines
Brazil Hungary Poland
British Guiana Iceland Portugal
Bulgaria India Puerto Rico
Burma Indonesia Rumania
Canada Iraq Saar
Ceylon Iran Singapore
Chile Ireland South Africa
China—Republic of Israel Spain
China—People's Republic of Italy Sweden
Colombia Jamaica Switzerland
Cuba Japan Thailand
Czechoslovakia Kenya* Trinidad
Denmark Korea Turkey
Egypt Lebanon Uganda*
Ethiopia* Liberia* US.A.
Fiji* Luxembourg U.S.SR.
Finland Malaya* Uruguay
France Malta Venezuela
Germany—FEast Mexico Viet-Nam
Germany—West New Zealand Yugoslavia

* Participating for the first time.

Of the nations mentioned above, the following subsequently withdrew :—

China—People's Republic Holland Panama
Egypt Iraq Spain
Golg Coast Lebanon Switzerland
Guatemala Malta

The Olympic Committee of East Germany was recognized by the 1.O.C. on the condition
that Germany sent one united team, which was done. Just prior to the Games, the Saar
Olympic Committee which had accepted the invitation, was dissolved, and Saar athletes were
included in the combined German team.

The following nations declined the invitation :(—

Barbados Dominican Republic Monaco
Bolivia Dutch West Indies Paraguay
Cambodia El Salvador Syria
Costa Rica Liechtenstein

Ultimately 67 nations participated.
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PROVISION OF SPORTING ARENAS

After the Games were allotted to Melbourne the Organizing Committee had to make
decisions as to arenas to be used for each sport. There existed in Melbourne the following
arenas, all of which required additional competitor accommodation :—

Arena. Sport. Other Major Work Required.
Main Stadium (Melbourne Cricket Athletics Levelling to Olympic standards
Ground) Hockey
Football (Soccer)
Demonstrations
Exhibition Building Weightlifting Temporary seating for spectators
Wrestling
West Melbourne Stadium Boxing Nil
St. Kilda Town Hall Fencing Nil
Williamstown Shooting Shooting stations, Silhouette and
Running Deer Targets
Oaklands Hunt Club Modern Pentathlon Nil
Riding
Port Phillip Bay Yachting Nil

Ample grounds were available for hockey and football preliminaries, and several likely
water courses were available for choice for rowing and canoeing.

Adequate arenas were not available for cycling, swimming and diving, gymnastics,
basketball, and clay pigeon shooting. Major decisions had to be made to provide the necessary
facilities for these sports.

Various advisory bodies examined the existing stadia, halls and sites, including sites for
the Village, and steps were taken to decide on those to be used for the Games. In the
meantime the Commonwealth Government had agreed to provide 50 per cent., and the State
Government and the Melbourne City Council, 25 per cent. each, of the essential finance,
ultimately up to a limit of £2,400,000, for such construction. The Commonwealth Government
had also agreed to provide £2,000,000 to the Victorian Government as an interest free advance
until after the Games for the construction of houses to form the Heidelberg Village to
accommodate competitors and officials.

CONSTRUCTION SUB-COMMITTEE
In June, 1953, a Construction Sub-Committee was formed and given the responsibility of
building such new stadia as were needed and to alter or add to existing venues to make them

conform to Olympic requirements. This sub-committee was made responsible to the financing
authorities for allocation of funds to capital works.
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ARENAS

The membership was —
Cr. The Hon. P. L. Coleman : Chairman.

Mr. H. E. Bartlett Mr. T. Forristal Mr. M. W. O'Donnell
Mr. V. J. Bradley Mr. L. T. Frazer Mr. J. Owens
Mr. R. Cameron Mr. F. L. Hicks Mr. C. F. Raven
Mr. A. E. Chadwick Mr. F. N. Jessup Cr. R. H. Solly
Mr. R. Cole Mr. K. G. Luke, C.M.G. Mr. A. T. Williams
Cr. B. Evans Mr. C. J. McDougall
Mr. J. Firth Cr. M. A. Nathan
Ex Officio :

Sir William Bridgeford, Chief Executive Officer ; Mr. P. W. Nette, Administrative Director ;
Mr. E. J. H. Holt, Technical Director.

CONSTRUCTION EXPENDITURE

The fund of £2,400,000 provided by the Commonwealth and State Governments and the
Melbourne City Council for capital works was expended as follows :(—

£
Olympic Park—Swimming and Diving Pools, Velodrome, Athletic, Football
and Hockey Grounds, Engineering and other works .. .. 1,255,000
Main Stadium—Melbourne Cricket Ground—Reconstruction of arena,
additional accommodation for competitors, studioettes, &c.. . .. 251,000
Grant to Melbourne Cricket Club towards cost of new stand .. .- 100,000
Works at miscellaneous stadia and venues .. .. .. .. 115,000
Various additional training tracks - - - - - 66,000
Temporary structures, e.g., dining-rooms, kitchens and halls, landscaping,
lawns, &c., at Heidelberg Village .. .. .. .. 574,000
Other miscellaneous expenditure .. .. .. .. .. 39,000
Total .. .. .. .. 2,400,000
L - < 0 = _

Standing. From left
V. J. Bradley,
R. Cameron,
K. J. Luke,
C. J. McDougall,
M. W. O'Donnell,
M. A. Nathan,
J. Firth,
L. T. Frazer,
C. F. Raven,
F. L. Hicks.

Sitting. From left :
T. Forristal,
R. H. Solly,
P. L. Coleman,
B. Evans,
A. E. Chadwick.
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ARENAS

The following is a brief description of each venue and the work undertaken :—

Main Stadium

The Stadium has been the principal sporting arena of the city for many years. It is used
for cricket in the summer and Australian rules football in the winter. The ground had a fall
of about 8 feet from the north to south. As the international athletic requirements permitted a
maximum variation from level only of 1 in 1,000 in length and 1 in 100 in width, this involved
complete regrading of the arena. During regrading, the 400 metre track of seven lanes was
laid down. The top surfacing of the track was completed immediately prior to the Games.
This track was removed afterwards so that the ground could be made suitable again for cricket

and football.

The spectator stands had been built in several sections over many years. The Melbourne
Cricket Club, controllers of the ground, decided to dismantle the oldest stand and replace it
with a three-tiered concrete stand with a capacity of 40,000 spectators. This raised the total

accommodation to 104,000.

The Stadium was situated about one mile from the centre of the city, in parkland with
ample car parking facilities and good access by railways and roads from all directions.

The Main Stadium prior to track being laid.




Olympic Park showing its parkland setting adjoining the Yarra River. Also its
proximity to the city. The arenas are—(S) Swimming, (F) Football, (H) Hockey,
and (C) Cycling. (T) is Transport Park.

Olympic Park

This is a State-owned area of 22%2 acres of parkland, approximately a mile from the centre
of the city and within 400 yards of the Main Stadium, and had been used for sport generally,
but with few amenities. It was decided to re-develop the entire area, and plans were prepared
for four arenas, Swimming (with separate Diving Pool), Cycling, Hockey, and Athletics, the
grassed area within the athletic track to be used for the preliminary football matches and the
track itself for training purposes.

The design for the Swimming and Diving Stadium was opened to competition, the
successful architects being Messrs. Borland, Mclntyre and Murphy, Melbourne architects, who
had combined as a team to produce a design which was to attract attention and cause favourable
comment throughout Australia and from many parts of the world. = Swimming and diving pools
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were entirely enclosed and the building had a seating capacity of about 6,000. The demand for
seating was such that the Committee could have used a much bigger building had it been
available, but cost of construction was the limiting factor.

The Athletic and Football ground held 37,000 on the terraces with 3,000 seated in the
stand.

The Velodrome was built around a 333% metre cycling track. A permanent stand
provided seating for 4,400 people, whilst a temporary stand provided an additional 3,500 seats.

The Hockey field had a small stand to seat 1,048 people and banked earth terraces to
accommodate about 20,000 people standing.

Olympic Park as a central and fully-equipped sporting area proved an unqualified success
and provides a continuing asset for the future.

Lake Wendouree (Ballarat)

The Committee decided on Lake Wendouree at Ballarat, one of the main provincial cities
of Victoria, 77 miles north-west of Melbourne, as the venue for rowing and canoeing. The lake
complied with all the requirements such as still water and a straight course, whilst weed growth
along the course gave some protection against strong winds, although for part of one day racing
was postponed.

A rowing course 2,000 metres long by 75 metres wide was marked out from opposite shores.
Both ends of the course were deepened to give a consistent depth, and the shores were excavated
to provide starting and finishing bays. The 500 and 1,000 metres canoeing events were held on
the rowing course and for the 10,000 metres event a parallel course was laid which, rounded off
at each end, gave a lap of approximately 5,000 metres.

Three Rowing Clubs have their headquarters on the lake and their boat sheds were
available for storing competitors crafts. Because one boathouse had been destroyed by fire and
had not been wholly rebuilt, it was necessary to provide some temporary shed accommodation,
particularly for canoes.

The facilities at the finishing line had to be wholly constructed including jetties, judges'
boxes and spectator stands for 2,300. The banks of the lake near the finish provided standing
accommodation for about 12,000 people.

West Melbourne Stadium

The original Boxing Stadium was completely destroyed by fire some 20 months prior to
the Games. However, the owners made plans to replace it in time for the Games with a new
building, designed not only for boxing, but having a level floor that could be cleared for use in
other sports. The new Stadium had a portable ring and also portable ringside seats ; the
removal of these gave an open area of sufficient size for the gymnastic competitions.  This sport
was then transferred from an older hall in which it had been intended to conduct gymnastics.
The use of the one venue for both boxing and gymnastics required extensive additions to the
dressing room accommodation. These additions were undertaken by the Organizing Committee.
Seating accommodation for boxing was approximately 7,000, reduced to 5,000 for gymnastics.
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West Melbourne Stadium showing portable boxing ring, and telescopic
ring lights. The ringside area was cleared for gymnastics.

Exhibition Building

This was an old, very extensive building, having a central aisle and two cross aisles. The
platforms for weightlifting and wrestling were constructed under the dome at the intersection of
the aisles. Temporary stands on steel scaffolding to seat approximately 3,000 people were
erected on three aisles with the fourth (short) aisle reserved for officials and competitors.
Separate temporary cubicles were also constructed for competitors and officials.

Basketball was to have been held in the same hall as gymnastics but, when that was
transferred to the West Melbourne Stadium, other accommodation was sought for basketball.
Although time was getting short, arrangements were made with the Trustees of the
Exhibition Building (a Public Trust) to erect a new hall for basketball. A substantial part of
the cost of the new building was met by the Organizing Committee and a most suitable venue for
basketball was quickly constructed, with spectator seating accommodation for 3,500 on temporary
stands.

St. Kilda Town Hall.




The Exhibition Building during wrestling competitions.

The fencing events of the modern pentathlon were held in the rooms on the upper story
(balcony) of the main building, additional lighting only having to be provided. There was only
standing accommodation for spectators for this one day event.

St. Kilda Town Hall

Melbourne contains 31 municipalities, the majority of which have a Town Hall. In
addition to housing the offices of the Civic Administrations these also contain halls for public
entertainment.  St. Kilda, four miles from Melbourne on the southern side, has a Town Hall
with two fine adjoining ballrooms, which were chosen for the twelve days fencing competition.
Eight pistes were laid down and temporary dressing and bathing accommodation was installed,
along with special lighting. The permanent facilities were also used to the full. Seating
accommodation for 820 was provided in one small stand and with chairs on the floor alongside
the pistes.
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Williamstown

The Williamstown rifle range, 7 miles from Melbourne and 15 from the Village, was the
obvious choice for the shooting competitions, except clay pigeon shooting. The Commonwealth
military authorities readily consented to the use of the range for the period necessary for practice
and for the competitions, but considerable construction work including earthworks was
necessary, as the firing platform had to be adjusted to metric distances.

The rifle range comprised 80 targets, the frames for which were found to be in poor
order, and eventually new frames were substituted. The ranges for the rapid fire pistol
(silhouette target), the slow fire pistol and the small bore rifle (combined) and the running deer
had to be constructed, the existing mounds being used for protective background. No special
provision was made for spectators.

Basketball Stadium.
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Williamstown Ranges, with Port Phillip Bay in the background.

Laverton (Royal Australian Air Force Station)

The Royal Australian Air Force Command agreed to the construction of a range on the
command grounds at Laverton, so that the clay pigeon shooting contests would be held under
the best possible conditions, i.e., an open space of level ground, with good light and a clear
background. A completely new range was constructed, consisting of a trench wherein to install
20 target machines, a raised firing platform and the target control hut with all the necessary
electrical contacts.

Port Phillip Bay

No better choice could have been made for the yachting events than Port Phillip Bay.
The bay, for all practical purposes, almost an inland sea covering 725 square miles, with a
narrow outlet to the ocean through the Heads, is the centre for the major yachting events
throughout the State of Victoria, and is excellently equipped with yachting club houses and
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laying-up berths. The Victorian Yachting Association and its affiliated clubs unsparingly made
available facilities to the Organizing Committee, together with the use of their club houses.
Three courses were selected for the racing at the northern end of the bay.

Modern Pentathlon

The modern pentathlon competition required facilities for the five sports : riding, fencing,
pistol shooting, swimming and cross-country running. Only two of these, shooting and
swimming, could use the facilities already provided for the main competitions. A course for
the riding was selected over good hunting country at Oaklands Hunt Club, Broadmeadows,
about 12 miles north of Melbourne and 10 miles from the Village. The Hunt Club, one of the
leading clubs of Melbourne, provided the majority of necessary facilities, but additional dressing
accommodation for competitors and stalls for the horses had to be provided. The 25 obstacles
for the course also had to be constructed. No special provision for spectators was made other
than roped enclosures in the start and finish areas, which as the course was roughly circular
adjoined each other, otherwise spectators could walk over the course as they wished. The
grounds and facilities at Oaklands were also used for the cross-country running. The fencing
for this event was held in the Exhibition Building as already described.

Cycling Road Race

An undulating course was selected at Broadmeadows for the cycling road race. At one
point it almost adjoined the riding course. It was over bitumen roads with, in some places,
loose gravel edges, but the entire course was repaired and resurfaced where necessary immediately
before the race. There were no existing facilities at Broadmeadows and temporary stands,
competitor amenities and ancillary offices had to be constructed.

Royal St. Kilda Yacht Club. Headquarters for yachting.
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TECHNICAL

TECHNICAL SUB-COMMITTEE
Mr. E. J. H. Holt, C.B.E., Chairman

Mr. F. C. Bott (South Australian Revolver and Pistol Association)
Mr. N. W. Cairnes (Australian Amateur Rowing Council)

Mr. J. Carter (Amateur Basketball Union of Australia)

Mr. R. S. Chenoweth (Australian Canoe Federation)

Mr. C. A. Collier (Amateur Cyclists' Association of Australia)

Air Commodore D. A. Creal, O.B.E. (Royal Australian Air Force)
Mr. L. B. Curnow (Amateur Athletic Union of Australia)
Alderman L. E. Duff (Amateur Boxing Union of Australia)

Mr. R. G. Garrard (Australian Amateur Wrestling Union)

Mr. F. H. Levy (Australian Hockey Association)

Mr. T. H. Morris (Australian Amateur Gymnastic Union)

Mr. J. X. ODriscoll (Amateur Modern Pentathlon Union of Australia)
Mr. W. Berge Phillips (Amateur Swimming Union of Australia)
Mr. J. C. Pollack (Australian Amateur Fencing Federation)

Mr. L. Righetti (Australian Council of State Rifle Associations)
Mr. A. T. Rose (Australian Yachting Federation)

Mr. E. S. Tanner, E.D., M.P. (Australian Olympic Federation)
Mr. W. R. Thomas (Australian Soccer Football Association Ltd.)
Captain J. A. Walsh, O.B.E. (Royal Australian Navy)

Mr. T. J. Wigley (Australian Amateur Weightlifters' Federation)
Major J. W. Willis, M.B.E. (Australian Military Forces)

The Technical Department in addition to its own direct responsibilities in the organization
and staging of the Games, was associated also with many of the features and works related to
other departments. Its responsibilities were :—

Venues :—

Provision of proper facilities at all competition venues
Arrangement of Training Centres, with necessary facilities

Publications :—
Publication and distribution of sports handbooks containing General Rules of
the International Olympic Committee and the Sports Regulations
Circulars
Printing and distribution of entry forms and booklet of directions
Score-cards and score-sheets

Preparation and printing of sports programmes

Equipment :—
Sports equipment for competition and training
Flags

Numbers
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The riding course lay through pleasant open country.
Schmidt of South Africa is seen clearing the creek.
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(sitting)—A. T. Rose,

From left : (standing)—F. H. Levy, M. A. H. Marsden, J. C. Pollack, L. Righetti, E. Lake.
J. X. O'Driscoll, J. Carter, L. B. Curnow, E. J. H. Holt, E. S. Tanner, R. S. Chenoweth, C. A. Collier, R. G. Garrard.

Promotions :—
Sports and demonstrations promotions ; daily events
Co-operation with the International Sporting Federations
Judges and Sports Officials
Staffs for competition requirements
Provision of facilities for Congresses

Services :—
Photo-finish and timing
Scoreboard conversion
Results service
Communications
Public address arrangements
Photography inside the playing areas
Accommodation for competitors and officials at stadia
Interpreters

Liaison :—
Appointment of Attaches
Provision of medical and first-aid facilities at competition arenas and training
centres
Arrangements with Housing and Catering Division for refreshment facilities for
competitors, officials, and staff at venues

50



TECHNICAL

Co-operation of other Organizations :—
Defence Services
Police

Youth Organization

Relay :—
Torch Relay and Olympic Flame organization

Ceremonial and Awards :—
Olympic Hymn and National Anthems
Opening and Closing Ceremonies

Victory Ceremonies
Victory and Commemorative Medals, Diplomas, Armbands and Badges

A Technical Sub-Committee was formed, consisting of the Technical Director and one
representative from each of the Australian national governing bodies of sports included in the
Games, together with a representative each from the Royal Australian Navy, Australian Military
Forces, and the Royal Australian Air Force.

Once the venues had been selected the Technical Department became responsible to ensure
that all necessary alterations to arenas, halls, ranges, and courses were completed, and that all
facilities and equipment required by both competitors and officials were provided.

The Swimming Stadium.
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TRAINING

Concurrently with the selection of competition venues the Technical Department had to
arrange adequate training facilities. Unfortunately, with few exceptions the competition sites
were not available for any time prior to the Games, and could not be used for training.
Representatives of each sport assisted in deciding the number and location of training venues
and these were based upon an estimate of the likely number of competitors. The preliminary
decisions were made as flexible as possible and were varied as numbers changed towards the
approach of the Games.

Schedule of training facilities provided :—

Sport Details From To Time Available
Athletics (men) 3 tracks 29th October 1st December All day
Athletics (women) 1 track 29th October Ist December 8 am. to 6 p.m.
Basketball 1 court 22nd October Ist December 8 am. to 6 p.m.

" 3 courts 29th October Ist December 8 am. to 6 p.m.
Boxing 6 rings 29th October Ist December 8 am. to 6 p.m.
Cycling Velodrome 29th October 6th December | All day

" Road course As required All day
Fencin 8 pistes 29th October 6th December | All day
Football 4 grounds 29th October 7th December | 8 am. to 6 p.m.
Gymnastics (men) 5 halls 22nd October 7th December | 8 am. to 6 p.m.
Gymnastics (women) | 3 halls 22nd October 7th December 8 am. to 6 p.m.
Hockey 4 grounds 29th October 6th December | All day
*hl%(i)gem Pentathlon | 45 horses 22nd October | 23rd November | 8 am. to 6 p.m.

ing
Rowing and Canoeing | Lake Wendouree 31st October Ist December All day

Shooting

Shooting—Clay pigeon

As for competition

As for competition

12th November
29th October

5th December

1st December

9 am. to 4 p.m.
(not Sunday)
9 am. to 6 p.m.

(not Sunday)

1S)wlimming and Water | 5 baths 29th October 7th December | 9 am. to 10 p.m.
olo
Weightlifting 6 platforms in 1 hall | 29th October 26th November | 8 am. to 6 p.m.
Wrestling 6 mats in 3 halls | 29th October 6th December | 8 am. to 6 p.m.
Yachting On the Bay from 5 | 29th October 5th December | All day

clubs

* With exception of riding, Modern Pentathlon competitors used general facilities.

It will be seen according to times given in this schedule that provision was not made for
evening training. However, the hours were extended whenever required. The Arena Manager
(or controlling authority) of every sport appointed an officer to be responsible for the orderly
management of training at every venue.

Two months before Opening Day a training allocation office was established with a staff
of three, whose initial task was to prepare draft training schedules to enable the training
requirements of all countries to be met in the most equitable manner, without discrimination or
favour. It was realized that the period of training immediately before the Games was of the
utmost importance to all competitors, and that any serious congestion or misunderstanding
might cause dissatisfaction and be reflected in performances in competition.

A week before the opening of the Olympic Village, the training office was transferred,
and shared a building with the transport organization.
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Sprint star of the 1936 Games, Jesse Owens, jog trots with Morrow,
Germar (extreme left) and Futterer (extreme right) both of Germany.

The Italian rowing team, training at Ballarat.




Unconventional training.

Training time was

also talking time.
South African girls,
Susan Roberts (left)
and Jeanette My-
burgh chatting with
da Costa Lemos, N.
Ferreira da Silva
and Malta, all of
Brazil.
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Attaches, who preceded the arrival of their teams and whose task it was to ensure smooth
conduct in the early stages, were informed of the method of allocation of training facilities, so
that they could tell Chefs de Mission and Sectional Managers on their arrival.  Tours of
training venues were arranged through the Attaches Committee, enabling the Attaches to see
exactly what was being provided and the situation of the venues in relation to the Village.

On an arithmetical basis, it was calculated how much training time could be provided to
each country, e.g., in the case of hockey, the organization had four grounds available for 8 hours
a day and had to cater for twelve teams. Therefore, it could guarantee every team 2 hours
a day. The situation was different in the case of sports like athletics, wrestling, boxing and
fencing in which training time depended on the number of competitors.

On application from Sectional Managers, allocations were made and recorded on a
training allocation card. These cards also served other purposes, such as evidence of
authorization to enter training arenas, which facilitated the tasks of security officers. They
also helped in dealings with the transport office, particularly in cases of language difficulty or
confusion as to training times and venues.

To begin with, countries were asked to confirm their requirements daily, but when they
had become accustomed to training times and transport arrangements this proved unnecessary.

Allocation of Times and Venues

Generally speaking, experience proved that the " first come, first served " principle was
workable. On this basis, teams, allocated a training schedule immediately on arrival, adhered
to it for the remainder of the training period. For such a system to succeed, the venues must
be similar in quality so that no country monopolizes the better-type venue.

Under a system of strict rotation, on the other hand, a roster could be drawn up covering
all countries in advance and changes could be made in times and venues from day to day.
Melbourne adopted this system in only one sport—gymnastics—in the last week, where the
facilities provided at the various venues differed in number and quality. Once a roster had
been prepared and distributed, many problems were solved and individual countries could plan
their training.

Some sports presented greater problems than others. For instance, athletics never
presented much difficulty, except to ensure that none of the tracks became uncomfortably
crowded at any time. Shooting was largely attended to at the Williamstown range, although
the training office issued the necessary allocation cards and kept a check on the numbers
shooting in the morning or the afternoon. Rowing and canoeing, held at Ballarat, were handled
locally.

Swimming, following precedent, was administered by the Federation Internationale de
Natation Amateur (the International Amateur Swimming Federation).  This relieved the training
office of a considerable burden because of the number of countries involved and the necessity for
dealing not only in times but also in lanes. The training allocation office served in this case
merely as a distribution agency to which swimming managers came each day to collect their
allocation. Late in the afternoon the following day's roster was telephoned from F.I.N.A.
office.
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It was found that neatly contrived paper plans, very fine in theory, did not always work
out in practice. Tact and flexibility were essential. =~ Knowledge of languages was helpful. A
better atmosphere was created if the manager could discuss his problems in his own language.
Division of labour was advisable. It proved unnecessary to have one man handling one sport,
but specialization ensured better results. Proximity to transport office was essential, since the
two offices worked hand in hand. Finally, it was remarkable how many problems were ironed
out at the venues between individual
countries and arrangements made
for group training. It was found
profitable to encourage anything of

this nature.

It is important to realize how
much the success of a training
allocation office is dependent on
the co-operation and goodwill of all
countries. If these are lacking, even
the best plans can be set at nought.
The happy experience in Melbourne
of having these in full measure made
the task immeasurably lighter.

A young audience watches Finnish gymnast,
Leimuvirta,  balance on one  hand.
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SPORTS HANDBOOKS

Compiling material for the Sports Handbooks began in March, 1954, and the proposed
texts in English and French were submitted to the International Federations.

Information in the handbooks included the fundamental principles, statistics, regulations
and protocol, and general rules applicable to the celebration of the Olympic Games, together
with the special regulations for the conduct of each sport. Books were published in French,
English and Spanish, in separate books for each sport and also combined in one volume
covering all sports.

The handbooks were printed in September, 1954, and distribution was completed in
February, 1955. A total of 34,000 booklets was printed, made up of 19,350 in English, 9,350
in French and 5,300 in Spanish. Details of the numbers ordered, distributed, and balance in
each language are as follows :—

Distribution of Sports Handbooks by Language.

English French Spanish Total
Group
Ord. Dist. Bal. Ord. Dist. Bal. Ord. Dist. Bal. Ord. Dist. Bal.

AllSportS.. . 1,450 1,281 169 900 454 446 400 281 119 | 2,750 | 2,016 734
Athletics.... 1,450 1,167 283 700 454 246 400 239 161 2,550 1,860 690
Basketball.... 1,050 766 284 550 410 140 350 283 67 1,950 1,459 491
Boxing.. . 1,100 904 196 550 389 161 300 223 77 1,950 1,516 434
Canoemg.. . 950 766 184 450 319 131 250 182 68 1,650 1,267 383
Cycling.. . 1,250 870 380 500 361 139 300 213 87 | 2,050 1,444 606
Fencing.. . 1,050 705 345 500 387 113 300 230 70 1,850 1,322 528
Football.... 1,150 794 356 600 467 133 300 240 60 | 2,050 1,501 549
Gymnastics.... 1,050 787 263 550 402 148 300 246 54 1,900 1,435 465
Hockey.. . 1,100 699 401 500 348 152 250 176 74 1,850 1,223 627
ModernPentathlon.. 850 730 120 400 305 95 250 205 45 1,500 1,240 260
Rowing.. . 1,050 773 277 500 354 146 300 220 80 1,850 1,347 503
Shooting.. . 1,050 806 244 500 336 164 300 205 95 1,850 1,347 503
Swimrmng.... 1,450 929 521 650 374 276 450 263 187 | 2,550 1,566 984
Weightliftmg.. . 1,150 732 418 500 323 177 300 177 123 1,950 1,232 718
Wrestling.. . 1,050 734 316 550 365 185 250 215 35 1,850 1,314 536
Yachting.... 1,150 779 371 450 308 142 300 193 107 1,900 1,280 620

Total.. 19,350 14,222 5,128 | 9,350 | 6,356 2,994 | 5300 3,791 1,509 | 34,000 | 24,369 | 9,631

The publication of these books two years before the Games was necessary because of the
distance of most of the countries concerned from Melbourne. Some of the books were not
received until six months after they were posted, owing to irregular shipping services.

Difficulties were encountered because some of the International Sporting Federations were
in process of revising rules. On occasion it was possible to quote only obsolete regulations,
with the intention to circulate effective alterations later. One of the many problems of the
Technical Department was the difficulty and expense involved in last minute changes when
some International Federations and the International Olympic Committee itself altered technical
rules as the date of the Games approached. It is suggested that the rules applicable in future
should not be altered, to be effective, for a period of two years prior to the date of commencement
of the Games ; rules amended subsequently should not apply. This would assist the task of
all Organizing Committees both in technical matters and financial costs.
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Distribution of Sports Handbooks.

on
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1.0.C. Members <+ F 21 .. .. .. - .. .. .. .. - .. .. .. . - .. .. 21
| S 15 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 15
" E 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 170
1.0.C. Office 1+ F 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 170
.S 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 170
J’ E 16 2 2 2 2 2 2 17 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 63
International F 16 2 2 2 2 2 2 17 2 2 % 2 2 % 2 2 2 63

Federations S 16 2 2 2 2 2 2 17 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 63
National Governing” 2

Bodies E 37 40 40 53 40 43 40 41 42 40 46 40 52 40 40 69 56 759
Organizing Commit- [ E 107 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 123

tee and Sub-Com-+ F .. 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 16

mittees L S .. 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 16
Attaches E 75 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 116 .. 75

E 80| 319| 168 | 250| 202 | 234| 132| 128 | 199 | 103 | 177 | 155| 164| 228 185 110 | 2,950
Press and B“’ad‘{ F 2| 74| 81| ‘30| 60| 102| 63| 93| 72| 109| 71| 55| 67| 65, 83| 61| 55| 1.193
casting S 3| 42| 65| 20| 45| 32| 23| 33| 49| 30| 12| 22| 7| 43| 14| 43| 25| 517
E 50 50 50 50 50 50 50 50 50 50 50 50 50 50 50 50 50 850
Archives {) F 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 425
. S 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 425
N.O.C.'s

Afghanistan F 10 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 90
Argentine S 20 25 25 25 5 25 50 25 50 10 50 50 25 25 25 25 25 485
Australia E 3 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 3 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 5 39
Austria E 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 340
Bahamas E 1 . . . . . . 5 6
*Barbados E 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 17
Belgium F 20 30 25 25 10 25 30 10 10 10 10 10 10 20 10 20 10 285
Bermuda E 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 85
*Bolivia S 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 85
Brazil S 20 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 420
British Guiana E 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 85
Bulgaria F 20 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 180
Burma E 10 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 90
Canada E 20 25 25 25 15 15 10 10 10 10 5 20 20 20 10 10 20 270
Ceylon E 20 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 100
Chile S 20 20 25 10 5 15 10 20 10 10 10 10 20 20 10 10 5 230
China (Republic of) E 11 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 203

*China (People's Re-

public) E 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 340
Colombia S 10 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 90
* Costa Rica S 2 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 2
Cuba 1 S 200 10| 20| 10| 10| 10| 10| 10| 10| 10| 10| 10| 10| 10| 10| 10| 10| 190
Czechoslovakia F 20 20 20 10 20 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 210
Denmark E 10 20 10 10 10 20 20 20 20 10 10 25 10 20 10 10 20 255
*Dominican Republic S 2 = - - - .. - - - - ‘e .. - - - X .- 2
*Egypt F 20 20 20 20 5 5 10 20 20 5 10 10 10 25 20 20 5 245
*E1 Salvador S 2 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 2
Ethiopia E 2 . 2
Fiji E 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 4 20
Finland E 25 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 345
France F 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 425
Germany (East) E 1 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 81
Germany (West) E 25 30 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 430
*Gold Coast E 1 5 . .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. . .. 6
Gt. Britain and N.

Ireland E 25 30 10 25 10 25 20 25 11 15 15 20 25 30 15 15 25 341
Greece E 25 20 10 5 5 5 15 5 5 5 5 10 10 10 10 5 10 160
*Guatemala S 10 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 90

Holland E 26 25 5 10 10 20 5 20 10 20 5 10 5 25 5 5 20 226
Hong Kong E 5 1 1 1 1 1 1 5 1 1 1 1 1 5 1 1 1 29
Hungary F 30 30 30 30 30 15 30 30 30 10 10 30 15 30 10 30 5 395
Iceland E 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 85
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India E 30 30| 10| 15 5/ 15 5| 25| 10| 30 5 s| 1| 25 10| 15 50 251
Indonesia E 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 6 86
#ITraq E 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 85
Iran E 10 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 90
Ireland E 15| 15 50 15 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 50 115
Israel E 10 20| 20 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 10| 10 5 5 50 130
Ital J|E . 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 16
aly 1| F 30/ 30| 30| 30| 15| 30| 30 30| 30| 30 5| 30| 20| 30| 15| 15| 20| 420
Jamaica E 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 85
Japan E 30/ 30| 30| 30| 30| 30| 30 30| 30| 30| 30| 30| 30 30| 30| 30 30| 510
Kenya E 1 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 97
Korea E 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 85
* Lebanon F 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 85
Liberia E 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 17
* Liechtenstein E g 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 85
Luxembourg { F 5010 5 5 5 5/ 10/ 20| 10 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5| 115
Malaya E 9 .. 5 .. .. .. .. .. 5 2 .. .. .. 1 .. .. .. 22
*Malta E 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 85
Mexico S 200 20| 20| 20 5/ 10| 10 5 5 5 5 5/ 10| 30 50 10 50 190
*Monaco F 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 85
*Netherland Antilles | E 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 85
New Zealand E 30| 20 51 20 50 15 5 5 50 10 5/ 20| 10| 10 5 5 50 180
Nigeria E 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 85
North Borneo E 1| 10 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 86
Norway E 30| 20 5/ 10| 10| 10| 10| 20| 20 5 50 20| 15 10 50 15| 20| 230
Pakistan E 30 20| 10| 15 50 15 5 5 50 25 5 5 5 5 5 5 50 170
*Panama S 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 85
*Paraguay S 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 85
Peru S 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 85
Philippines E 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 85
Poland F 30 30| 10| 15| 10| 10| 20| 25| 25| 15 5/ 20| 10| 15| 10| 20 51 275
Portugal F 10 10 5 5 5 5 50 15 15 50 100 15 10| 15 5 5/ 20| 160
Puerto Rico E 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 85
Rumania F 20 15| 15| 15 50 10| 15] 20| 30 50 15 10| 20| 15| 10| 15 51 240
#Saar F 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 85
Singapore E 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 85
South Africa E 10| 25 5/ 15 5/ 10 5 5 5 5 50 10 5/ 25/ 10| 10| 10| 165
*Spain S 250 10| 10| 10 5 5 50 10 15 5 50 10 10| 20 5 5/ 10| 165
Sweden E 30 | 30 50 30| 30| 30| 30| 30| 30 50 15| 15| 15| 30| 15| 30| 30| 400
*Switzerland F 30| 25| 25| 25| 25| 25| 25| 20| 30| 25| 15| 30| 20| 25| 15| 15| 30| 405
*Syria F 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 85
Thailand E 2| 10 5 5 1 1 1 5 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 39
Trinidad E 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 85
Turk f|E 50 20| 20| 10 5 5 50 25 5 5 5 5 5 5 50 30 50 165
urkey | F 10 20 20| 10 5 5 50 25 5 5 5 5 5 5 50 30 50 170
Uganda E 1 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 81
U.S.A. E 50| 32| 32| 32| 32| 32| 32| 32| 32| 32| 32| 38| 32| 32| 32| 32| 38| 574
U.S.S.R. E 53| 30| 30| 30| 30| 30| 30| 30| 30| 30| 30| 30| 30| 30| 30| 30| 30| 533
Uruguay S 10 10 20| 10 50 10| 10] 20 5 5/ 10 15 50 10 5 50 10] 165
Venezuela S 5 50 10] 10 50 10| 15 5 5 5 5 50 15 10 50 10 5] 130
Viet-Nam F 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 85
S J|E 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 85
ugosiavia L|F 30 30| 10| 10| 10 50 25| 25 5 50 25| 15| 25 50 15| 10| 15| 265
FIE | 176 | 93| 23| 16| 28| 27| 17| 26| 24| 28| 41| 26| 68| 55| 2l 13| 39| 721
Miscellaneous 4 | F 42 2 6 1 6 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 10 79
L |s 31 4 5 6 4 3 4 4 4 3 50 .. 10 2 5 4 5 99
[|E | 169 | 283 | 284 | 196 | 184 | 380 | 345 | 356 | 263 | 401 | 120 | 277 | 244 | 521 | 418 | 316 | 371 | 5,128
Reserve { |F | 446 | 246 | 140 | 161 | 131 | 139 | 113 | 133 | 148 | 152 | 95| 146 | 164 | 276| 177 | 185 | 142 |2,994
L |s 119 | 161 | 67 | 77 | 68| 87| 70| 60| 54| 74| 45| 80| 95| 187| 123 | 35| 107 | 1,509
Total 2,750 (2,550 | 1,950 1,950 | 1,650 |2,050 |1,850|2,050 | 1,900 |1,850 {1,500 | 1,850 |1,850 2,550 | 1,950 | 1,850 | 1,900 |34,000

E — English. F — French. S — Spanish. * Did not compete.
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As has been the case in previous Games, it was necessary to send out sheets of amendments.
This was particularly the case with the modern pentathlon rules. The International Union for
Modern Pentathlon at its Congress in October, 1954, adopted the points system for the Olympic
contest for the first time, and it was not until June, 1955, that the revised rules were finalized
for publication. The text of the gymnastics rules together with the compulsory exercises and
diagrams was not received until July, 1955, and had to be published in a separate booklet. The
detailed modern pentathlon amendments and the gymnastics rules were sent to national
governing bodies affiliated with the respective International Federations. It was found that by
the time the Games commenced, many of the handbooks were completely out of date.

The Organizing Committee undertook to promote the same sports as were included in
the London Games 1948 and to stage the same events. There were very few alterations. It is
suggested that every International Sporting Federation should promptly furnish the Organizing
Committees in future with copies of—

(a) technical rules of its sport applicable to the Olympic Games
(b) names and addresses of President and Secretary

It is essential that draft texts should be submitted to the Federations concerned, for definite
approval, before handbooks are printed.

It is incumbent on all National Olympic Committees to distribute the handbooks to all
the sports associations affiliated with their respective International Sporting Federations. Some
instances occurred in which this was not done, and applications were made direct to the
Organizing Committee for information.

It is recommended that the Organizing Committee should not have to publish any
technical sporting rules and that the booklets should be confined to general information relating
to the sport in question—closing date of entries, office bearers, events, prizes and programmes.

Melbourne University Beaurepaire Centre (donated by and named after the late Sir Frank
flyeld, swimming and gymnastic training.

Beaurepaire, an ex-Olympian) was used for track and
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CIRCULARS

Circulars were issued advising National Olympic Committees of the services available
on arrival in Melbourne and conveying instructions as to competitors' and officials' requirements
for the journey to Australia. Three circulars were despatched. Amendments to the rules and
regulations governing entries and competitions were included.

It was found, however, that information given in these circulars was not fully absorbed
and had to be repeated in individual letters and even verbally after the teams had arrived.

ENTRIES AND ENTRY FORMS

The four entry forms issued were :(—
No. 1 Entry form for nations

No. 2 Entry form for individuals
No. 3 Entry form for teams
No. 4 Special entry form for yachting

Owing to the omission of the equestrian competition and substitution of an Exhibition
of the Fine Arts, the number of entry forms used was fewer by two than for the Games of 1948
and 1952.

Entry Form No. 1, on which nations listed the sports and events in which they intended
to participate ; no names of competitiors were required. The Organizing Committee had to
be in receipt of this form six weeks prior to the commencement of the Games, not later than
midnight, 10th October, 1956, and, with few exceptions, all countries submitted these in good
time.

Entry Form No. 2, for individuals. In the Games of 1948 and 1952, this form was Entry
Form No. 3. This however, had two additional questions the answers to which were optional
and would be used solely for statistics. They were (L) Height in centimetres or feet and
inches, and (M) Weight in kilogrammes or pounds. The remaining details were full name,
place and date of birth. @~ Where a competitor was entered for more than one event, a separate
form was required for each event. Form No. 2 carried a declaration by the National
Olympic Committee and the appropriate national governing body of the sport as to the amateur
status of the entrant.

Entry Form No. 3, for teams (previously Entry Form No. 2). One form had to be
completed for each entry in team competitions and events. A change from previous practice
was that entries (Form No. 2) for each individual member of the team were not required.
This was brought about by the inclusion of a similar declaration as to amateur status to that
included in Form No. 2, to be signed by the National Olympic Committee and the sporting
body concerned.

Entry Form No. 4, for yachting. The purpose of this was to give particulars of the
yachts. In addition, entrants for yachting events were required to fill in Forms Nos. 1, 2 and 3
as applicable.

Entry Forms Nos. 2, 3 and 4 had to be in the possession of the Organizing Committee
by midnight, 14 days prior to the first event of the relative competition.
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In addition to the above entry forms, a Form No. 5 on which was printed a " Declaration
of Amateur Status " was required to be signed personally by all participants. This was handed
on arrival in Melbourne by the Chefs de Mission to the Technical Department.  Until this
declaration had been received a participant's entry in any event was considered incomplete.
This method enabled each National Olympic Committee to obtain the signatures when its team
had assembled, thereby avoiding delay through posting to the competitors prior to departure.

Medical Certificate for Women Athletes.—A medical certificate as to sex was issued on
behalf of the International Amateur Athletic Federation for all women athletes, and had to
accompany their individual entry forms. This was in accordance with I.A.A.F. Rule No. 17,
paragraph 3.

Forms for Swimming, Diving and Water Polo.—Two special forms were issued on behalf
of the International Amateur Swimming Federation. One, Form X, required information
regarding achievements of swimming, diving and water polo entrants for the purpose of seeding.
The other, Form Y, applied to diving only and required each competitor to list the dives to be
attempted.

To ensure that entry forms had reached their destinations a post-card was enclosed in
the parcel, which was required to be signed and returned by airmail to the Organizing
Committee.

Entry forms had to be completed in French, English or Spanish, in triplicate, original and
duplicate copies returned by airmail to the Organizing Committee and the triplicate copy
retained by the relevant National Olympic Committee.

The Olympic Rules allow entries to be made by cable subject to confirmation on the
appropriate form, provided that the cable is received by the relevant closing date, and the
confirmation is posted in the country of origin prior to the closing date.

Instruction pamphlets were provided in three languages, French, English and Spanish,
and sent to all National Olympic Committees in sufficient quantities for copies to be passed to
the governing bodies responsible for completing the forms.

Numbers of Forms Printed
Form No. 1—Entry form for nations : 2,500, in triplicate, in blocks of 20
Form No. 2—Entry form for individuals : 8,000, in triplicate, in blocks of 20
Form No. 3—Entry form for teams : 4,500, in triplicate, in blocks of 20
Form No. 4—Special entry form for yachting : 700, in triplicate, in blocks of 20
Form No. 5—Declaration of amateur status : 10,000
Form No. 6—Medical certificate for women : 2,000
Form No. 7—Post-cards for acknowledgment : 500
Form No. 8—Instruction pamphlets : 2,000

The context of each form was printed in three languages, French, English and Spanish.
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The following pamphlets and forms were sent to each National Olympic Committee—
Entry Form No. 1 (for nations), 20 ; Entry Form No. 3 (for teams), 35 ; Entry Form No. 4
(for yachting), 4 ; Instruction pamphlets, 20 ; Special form for swimming, 2 ; Special form for
diving (only to those countries whose National Olympic Committees are affiliated with the
International Amateur Swimming Federation), 16. The numbers of Forms No. 2 (for
individuals) and No. 5 (Declaration of amateur status) were based on an estimated 25 per cent.
reduction of Helsinki entries, with a slight increase for Asian countries, and a full maximum
figure upon the gross number of entries for Australia, U.S.S.R. and U.S.A.

Entries began to arrive late in October and by 7th November most countries had advised
the Organizing Committee of their entries. A few countries however failed to observe the
instructions conveying details of posting to Australia, so that late arrival of entries caused some
confusion, especially those which were received after draws for competitions had already been
made. Those countries which had not despatched their entries to reach Melbourne by
specified closing dates had informed the Organizing Committee by cable of their intention, but
names of competitors in specific events were not always included. Had these competitors not
been already in transit to Melbourne, they could have been penalized, thus ruling out their
participation.

After despatching their entries to the Organizing Committee, Holland, Iraq, Lebanon,
Panama, Spain and Switzerland either withdrew their teams or did not arrive. This meant that
the team competitions in which some of them had intended to take part had to be re-drawn
completely. The athletics draw had to be revised, lists of entries and even the card indexing
system had to be reformed and a great deal of work resulted for the staff dealing with the entries,
as well as for the secretaries of the International Sporting Federations.

International Olympic Committee Rule 30, which requires participation of competitors
from twelve countries or more for individual events and six countries or more in team events,
gave rise to some anxiety. All events, however, received sufficient nominations to justify the
Organizing Committee proceeding with the full programme, with the approval of the
International Olympic Committee.

Joint Control

Handling of entries and preparation of programmes were controlled by one officer. In the
light of the experience gained, it would have been better had the duties been separated.

SCORE-CARDS AND SCORE-SHEETS

Preparations for the provision of score-cards and score-sheets for the competitions and
events of the Games were commenced in January, 1955, and all secretaries of International
Sporting Federations were invited to forward to the Organizing Committee specimens of scoring
sheets and other forms that would be necessary.

Many secretaries were slow to reply, but in time sufficient material was forthcoming to
enable the Technical Department to print the forms. Many of the forms received from overseas
were in French and German. It was necessary to have translations made. In gymnastics,
fencing, cycling, weightlifting and wrestling, the sheets were printed in two languages, English
and French. All other sports were in English only. Proofs of all matter to be printed were
sent to the secretaries of the respective federations for checking.
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As similar forms are required for each celebration of the Games, it does seem unfortunate
that the preliminary research is presumably necessary each four years. This could be avoided
if specimen forms had been available from a central agency. Copies of the forms used in
Melbourne have been sent to Lausanne.

PROGRAMMES

The first programme was produced by the Organizing Committee in January, 1955, almost
two years before the Games. This contained a summary of sports and times of commencement
for each day of the Games, a statistical table of daily sports, prices of tickets of admission, and a
map of Melbourne showing the location of venues.

This programme was available for sale to the public through all box office agents and
newsagents at the price of one shilling. This summary programme was in good demand and about
115,000 were sold. The total print was 15,000 for office use, and 145,000 copies for sale.

Planning for the preparation of the daily sports programmes began in May, 1954. The
first estimates of numbers of programmes required were compiled on a basis of capacity of each
venue, and the number of days and sessions over which each competition would be extended.

The estimates were based on two-thirds of the seating capacity of those venues where
ticket sales had been heavy. A lower figure was adopted for preliminaries, when the competition
would run for more than five days, or where only one programme was required for the whole
competition.

Research into the London and Helsinki figures was most helpful and showed that in order
to avoid waste, estimates should be on a conservative basis. Details of programmes ordered
are shown on page 66. The percentage sold was regarded as satisfactory.

Free copies of all programmes were issued daily to competitors and officials, and to the
press and radio representatives. The International Olympic Committee, International Sporting
Federations and the Organizing Committee received the number of programmes essential for
their requirements.

In view of the mass of printing involved on a day-to-day basis, an approach was made
early in 1955 to the Printing and Allied Trades Employers' Association of Victoria to discuss a
means of completing the task. The Association arranged for its members to undertake the work
and also to ensure that the interests of the Organizing Committee were safeguarded, the work
done on time, and distributed to the Committee's order.

The over-all estimate of the number of programmes to be printed for all competitions
and events exceeded 1,000,000.

Owing to recurring changes and alterations caused by withdrawals, delayed entries, and
revised draws, the production of programmes was considerably delayed, and in some of the
competitions it was impossible to set the programme in advance, since even the number of entries
was in doubt. Some programmes, including fencing and shooting, which had been set up by the
printers in advance had to be completely reset.
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With the exception of Opening and Closing Days the design for
each cover was identical, with the colour being changed daily.

In view of delays in preparing final drafts it was only by the great co-operation of the
printers that the programmes appeared on schedule.

The Opening Ceremony souvenir programme was perhaps outstanding. The complete
issue was sold. The Closing programme contained in addition to information regarding the
football final and the ceremony itself, all results, including the last event of the day before the

closing of the Games. The cover design included a photograph in colour of the Opening
Ceremony.
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Programmes
Official and
Sport No. Compli- For Sale Sold
mentary

Opening 1 11,500 63,605 63,605
Closing 1 10,000 67,800 52,146
Athletics 8 48,000 448,320 431,889
Basketball 2 6,000 24,000 15,300
Boxing 8 24,000 25,424 19,820
Canoeing 1 3,000 5,000 4,000
Cycling 4 12,000 29,050 17,110
Fencing 1 4,000 6,909 6,909
Football 4 14,000 36,750 17,553
Gymnastics 1 3,500 33,777 29,766
Hockey 3 10,500 30,360 16,288
Modern Pentathlon 1 3,000 7,500 1,874
Rowing 4 12,000 20,000 15,000
Shooting 1 3,000 2,100 951
Swimming 9 36,000 75,400 62,445
Weightlifting 1 3,250 5,010 4,297
Wrestling 2 6,000 17,657 13,004
Yachting 1 3,250 10,000 7,000

53 213,000 908,662 778,957

Percentage sold, 86 per cent.

Method of Distribution and Sale of Programmes

Programme distribution fell into the two main headings—those required for official (free)
issue and those for sale.

The Opening Ceremony programme was sold at 2s. a copy, and the daily sports programme
at Is. a copy.

The distribution for official purposes was under the control of the Technical Department,
whilst sales were handled by the Administrative Director.

Arrangements were made with the printers whereby each edition was bundled, labelled
and delivered by them to agreed points of distribution. The department concerned then took
over detailed delivery.

Sales to the public were through agents who were paid 25 per cent. commission. Four
agents handled all Melbourne venues and one the Ballarat sales.

The sales organization worked smoothly except on Closing Day when a consignment of
15,000 was mislaid and caused a considerable shortage. It was not recovered until too late to be
sold.
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SPORTS EQUIPMENT

Considerable research into equipment requirements was necessary by the Equipment
Section in conjunction with sporting officials, and with the advice of the International Sporting
Federations. Some Australian-made equipment was sent to Europe to ensure the approval of
the International Sporting Federations. Much of the equipment, although felt to be up to
Olympic standard, was not known overseas, and it was necessary to import material from
well-known and approved European and American firms.

Australian-manufactured wrestling mats, boxing gear including rings, gymnastic mats, and
several other items being of a satisfactory standard, were used for training purposes.

Due to time lag in delivery, as with javelins, vaulting poles and other athletic gear, a
quantity of equipment from each of a number of firms and even countries was obtained so that
all preferences could be satisfied, and consequently a variety and quantity greater than would
otherwise be required, was obtained.

One difficulty was that some venues were not constructed or designed for continued use
for the sports conducted there. It was necessary, for example, to do without a Scoreboard
for gymnastics at the West Melbourne Stadium, for it was not possible to provide an adequate
Scoreboard without considerable structural alteration. The Swimming Pool and Velodrome
had their special problems, and the Organizing Committee was forced to provide smaller and less
conspicuous boards than desirable and originally intended. Because of the lay-out of the
wrestling venue at the Exhibition Building, four small scoreboards had to be provided for each
of the two mats to ensure that results were seen by all spectators.

It was decided that with the exception of a few items, all sporting equipment, furniture,
and furnishings for competition and training venues would be collected in one place before
the Games for easier control when installation commenced, and for some months this equipment
was stored at Albert Park. The athletic equipment was stored separately at the Main Stadium.

One major section of equipment was furniture, and hundreds of pieces were lent by the
Defence Services and Government Departments. Thanks to the assistance of a local firm it
was possible to provide competition venues with steel lockers, steel executive tables, steel cabinets
and other office equipment, pigeon-holes and waste paper baskets.

The Equipment Section controlled its own transport, storage, installation and recovery,
and it was also found expedient for that Section to assist in the setting up of training venues
and to handle the designing, procuring and affixing of the signs and notices, other than those for
Administration (Box Office) and the Housing and Catering Department.
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Equipment.
Item Quantity Country of Origin
ATHLETICS—
Discuses (men) 32 Finland, Sweden, U.S.A.
Discuses (women) 14 Finland, Sweden
Hammers 14 England, Finland, Sweden, U.S.A.
Hammer handles 9 England, Finland, Sweden, U.S.A.
Hammer handles and wires 3 U.S.A.
Hammer spare wires 10 England
Hammer throw cages 5 Australia
High jump standards 6 sets Australia, England
Hurdles—
Ordinary 170 Australia
Steeplechase 12 Australia
Steeplechase, water jump 3 Australia
Spare battens 34 Australia
Javelins (men)—
Wooden 113 Finland, Sweden, U.S.A.
Metal 8 England, Sweden
Javelins (women)—
Wooden 51 Finland, Sweden, U.S.A.
Metal 7 England
Javelins (men and women) 26 (gift) Finland, Sweden
Javelin shafts (men) 14 Finland, Sweden, U.S.A.
Javelin shafts (women) 6 Finland, Sweden, U.S.A.
Measuring tapes—
Steel, 10, 25, 70, 100 metres 12 England
Linen, 10, 25, 50 metres 12 England
Pole vault standards 7 sets Australia, England
Vaulting poles 43 England, Sweden
Shots (men) 22 England, Finland, Sweden
Shots (women) 17 England, Finland
Starting blocks 60 Australia
BASKETBALL—
Backboard (clear vision) and rings 1 pair Australia
Backboards and trusses—training 4 pairs Australia
Balls 50 U.S.A.
Nets 14 Australia
Rings 6 pairs Australia
BOXING—
Bandages, 134" 60 dozen Australia
Gloves—
Competition 200 pairs England
Training 30 pairs Australia
Mits—full—training 22 Australia
Mits—half—training 17 Australia
Punch bags—Ileather 19 Australia
Punch bag stands—portable 4 Australia
Punching ball stands 4 Australia
Ring—aluminium—_portable 1 U.S.A.
Rings—portable 4 Australia
Skipping ropes 37 Australia
Speed balls 10 Australia
Speed ball platforms 4 Australia
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Item Quantity Country of Origin
FENCING—
Electrical judging machines—
Epee 10
Foil 10
Wire drums 20 France
Spool holders 16
12-volt accumulators 10
Epee 10 sets France, Italy
Foil 10 sets
Pistes 16 Australia
FOOTBALL—
Balls 124 Australia, Denmark, England
Goals 2 sets Australia
GYMNASTICS—
Bars (wooden) for asymmetric bars 12 pairs Switzerland
Gymnastic equipment (men)—complete 4 sets Switzerland
Gymnastic equipment (women)—complete 4 sets Switzerland
Mat—free exercises—felt with canvas covering 1 Australia
Mats—
16 ft. x 8 ft. 30 Australia, Sweden
8 ft. x 6 ft. 28 Australia, Sweden
Matting—black, ribbed—60 ft. long, 3 ft. 2 lengths | Australia
wide, approach to apparatus
HOCKEY—
Balls 25 dozen | Australia
Goals 2 sets Australia
MODERN PENTATHLON—
Fencing pistes 8 Australia
Horses 86 Australia
Saddlery 30 sets Australia
SHOOTING—
Ammunition 240,000 rounds | U.S.A.
Clay pigeon traps 20 Sweden
Spare springs 15 Sweden
Clay pigeons 10,000 Australia
Free rifle—
Paper targets 1,600 Australia
Board targets 525 Australia
Centres 3,100 Australia
Pistol targets 5,000 Australia
Running deer with frame—
Left 50 Australia
Right 50 Australia
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Equipment—continued.

Item Quantity Country of Origin
SHOOTING—-continued.
Running deer—cover patch—
Left 200 Australia
Right 200 Australia
Silhouette targets—plywood backings 200 Australia
Silhouette targets 850 Australia
Silhouette targets—
Top 12,236 Australia
Lower 8,224 Australia
Small bore rifle targets 30,000 Australia
Wind flags 48 Australia
SWIMMING—
Cork lanes 7 Australia
Diving boards 5 England, U.S.A.
Water polo—
Balls 48 England
Goals and lanes 1 pair Australia
Extra nets 2 Australia
WEIGHTLIFTING—
Barbells 28 Australia, England
Weights—kilos and pounds 16 Australia, England
Dumbells and weights 6 sets Australia
Exercise benches . 6 Australia
Iron shoes 1 pair Australia
Squat bar, bent 1 Australia
Squat stands 3 sets Australia
Training bars, short 12 Australia
Competition platform 1 Australia
Training platforms 6 Australia
WRESTLING—
Anklets—
Red 50 Australia
Green 50 Australia
Mats—
8 m. x 8 m. (in 18 sections) 2 Sweden
Moleskin covers 4 Sweden
Protective covers 2 Sweden
Training 6 Australia
Indicator light sets 2 Australia
YACHTING—
" Finn " dinghies with covers 35 Australia
" Finn " mainsails 40 England

A considerable quantity of equipment for all sports was loaned by Local Associations for
training purposes and this equipment is not included in the above lists.
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The Finn dinghies under construction at a Melbourne boat yard.

FLAGS

The provision of flags to be used by the Organizing Committee was one of the early
matters to be considered, as due to the numbers required it was not advisable to wait until all
entries were received. Accordingly it was assumed that approximately 50 countries would be
certain acceptors and orders for these were placed. The flags of the remainder were ordered on
receipt of acceptance of invitation.

The Organizing Committee was responsible for national and Olympic flags necessary for
villages and venues. It did not provide any flags for decorative or display purposes, these being
arranged by civic and private authorities. The exception to this was the provision of two drapes
on which were listed all the previous host cities. These drapes were hung on each side of the
entrance to the official stand at the Main Stadium.

In order to ensure accuracy of design each invited nation was asked to send a sample of
the flag it wished to be flown. Despite this precaution one flag was made incorrectly due to the
difference between national flag and ensign not being clearly understood. Flags for one other
country had to be re-made at the last moment owing to change in requirement.
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The general flag plan required :—at the Main Stadium one 12 feet flag and one 6 feet
carrying standard for every accepting nation ; at the Heidelberg Olympic Village, three 6 feet
flags of every accepting nation, one to be flown on the flag court near the entrance gates, one
outside the house of each Chef de Mission, and one in reserve ; at Ballarat Olympic Village,
one 6 feet flag at the entrance ; at every other venue, one 6 feet flag of every nation competing
at that venue, and three sets of victory flags of every nation.

Main Stadium

In addition to the national flags flown around the perimeter the following flags were
used :(—One Olympic flag (18 feet) on the arena ; four Olympic, one Australian and one City
of Melbourne (these were on the official stands with the Duke of Edinburgh's and the Governor
General's standards replacing an Olympic flag during their formal visits) ; three Olympic flags
from the Scoreboard when not required for victory flags.

The pole on the arena was prepared and erected by the State Electricity Commission
which made a special effort to prepare and treat a pole of Australian hardwood to ensure a
height of 64 feet above the ground.

Olympic Park (Swimming, Cycling, Hockey, Football)

One set of national flags covered the four arenas at this venue. Seven Olympic flags
were used, six on the Velodrome, where despite special precautions all flags disappeared as did
replacements.

Exhibition Building (Basketball, Weightlifting, Wrestling)

National flags were arranged around an illuminated fountain set in the grounds of the
building ; nine Olympic and Australian flags were flown from the roof.

West Melbourne (Boxing, Gymnastics)

It was not possible to erect poles on the outside of this building and national flags were
hung from the ceiling. This method of display, although perhaps not in keeping with usual
practice, did add colour to the interior of the hall.

St. Kilda Town Hall (Fencing)

Here flags were arranged around the flower beds flanking the entrance drive.

Port Phillip Bay (Yachting)

The host club for each yachting class flew the national flags of its visitors.

Williamstown Rifle Range and Laverton (Clay Pigeon)

Complete sets were flown at each of these venues ; also at

Broadmeadows for the one-day road cycling race.

73



XVI OLYMPIAD

Ballarat (Rowing and Canoeing)

National flags were flown both at the Village and the lakeside.

Victory Flags

The original assessment of three sets of victory flags was revised when nominations were
received, and in the case of large teams up to three additional flags per team were ordered;
therefore the number kept for Victory Ceremonies varied from nine to twelve per nation. The
vast majority of these were never used which could be considered a waste, but this was
unavoidable.

Of these flags, one set (one 12 feet and two 6 feet) was reserved for use at the Main
Stadium ; the other sets (one 7 feet 6 inches and two 6 feet) were for use at other venues. All
victory flags were centralized in the Scoreboard of the Main Stadium. The plan envisaged
venues telephoning their requirements so that the flags could be carried by cars and motor-cyclists
to the venue and returned immediately the ceremony was completed.

The plan to centralize victory flags at the Scoreboard did have the advantage of keeping
them together in virtually one store, but there were two very real disadvantages. Firstly, as the
store was several stories high, considerable physical effort was required for the continual carrying
down and up of flags for other venues. Secondly, the security was not all that could be desired
since there were two other bodies operating in the Scoreboard, and consequently there could be
no effective check on persons who entered the Scoreboard.

Flags of the Olympic countries surrounding the Main Stadium.
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Flags at the Main Stadium, Olympic Park and on the roof of the Exhibition Building were
raised on 20th and 21st November and were not lowered until 8th December. All other flags
were delivered to Arena Managers, who arranged for flying on competition days. High winds
in the first few days damaged the two drapes at the entrance to the Main Stadium and these had
to be re-erected. After the first week twenty-two national flags on the perimeter of the Main
Stadium had to be replaced. National flags at Williamstown and the Village also suffered.
Several replacements had to be made.

"

It was realized that there would be some loss of flags due to " souveniring ". This was not,
however, very serious, except at the Village where on departure of each team a hauling down
ceremony was held. In some cases flags had been " souvenired " before the ceremony and
others had to be hurriedly found, or in some cases re-made before the ceremony could take place.

COMPETITORS' NUMBERS

Before the final order for numbers for competitors could be placed, three factors had to
be decided ; colour, size and quantities for respective sports.

It was decided to use black on white, with the exception of the numbers to be used on
cycle frames, in which case, on the advice of the photo-finish experts, white figures on a blood-red
background were employed as most likely to be readily discernible in photographs. Use of a
cut-out number impregnated with a solution by which it could be ironed to the vest was discussed,
and the idea abandoned in favour of the conventional number printed on either cotton or
plastic, which could be sewn on and taken off. On the principle that generally the larger the
number the better, a 10-inch number which took up almost the whole of the vest was the subject
of experiment but proved, although best for identification purposes, too awkward for the
competitor. A 7-inch number turned out to be the largest that could be adopted for practical
purposes.

It was decided that every sport in which numbering was necessary should have an
independent series of numbers. Competitors in each sport were numbered from 1 upwards.

Exceptions were made in the case of the relay races, the different teams in which were
allotted a common alphabetical identification. —Competitors in the marathon and the two
walking races were numbered from 1 upwards in the several events.

As firm orders had to be placed several months before the entries were received the
general basis of an expectation of 75 per cent. of Helsinki entries was adopted. In a few cases
it had to be amended, but generally the estimate was fairly accurate and no great amendment
was necessary. An exception was the cycling road race, the entries for which were markedly
underestimated and last-minute orders for numbers were required.

Water polo caps in six colours were ordered, but immediately before the beginning of the
championships the Federation Internationale de Natation Amateur objected to the use of more
than two colours—plain white and plain black. These were accordingly procured and teams
exchanged caps between matches. For rowing, no numbers had been ordered until the last
moment when it was deemed advisable to number the boats to identify the lanes.  Sixty sets of
one to four were then ordered for the boats. The rowing course crossed the centre of a lake
and without identification, it was difficult at the distance to decide which lane a boat occupied.
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Allocation of Numbers

It had previously been decided that countries would be allotted their numbers on receipt
of entry forms, by the section dealing with entries and programmes, and that these allocations
should be passed to a second section responsible for delivery to the teams, who would then take
the numbers to the " make and mend " department at the Village for sewing to the competitors'
vests and track suits. Because of a misunderstanding this procedure was not followed. The
numbers were allotted for every event. For instance in athletics, the 100 metres (men) started
with 1 and were numbered consecutively through from 1 to 30 or 40, numbering for other events
following the same procedure. This meant that some numbers running consecutively, say
numbers 1 to 10, would cover three or four countries. This was found to be a clumsy device
but too late to change. Providing complete lists of numbers proved long and laborious
and the procedure is not recommended. In Melbourne it ended in late issues and an
eleventh-hour rush of work for the sewing staff. It also meant that a country could and did
have numbers throughout the whole range, and in order to give each Chef de Mission his
correct allocation, seventy copies of the complete entry lists had to be duplicated. The original
intention of numbering each country on receipt of its entry would have been more efficient and
would have avoided a last-minute rush. The sections allocating and issuing the numbers should
be adjoining each other. Here, they were in separate buildings which caused some unnecessary
confusion.

The officials moved about the arena in orderly groups.




TECHNICAL

SPORTS AND DEMONSTRATIONS

The original undertaking given by the Organizing Committee was to stage a programme
similar to that of London in 1948. This, however, was modified by several sports introducing
additional events into the 1952 Helsinki programme, and with two exceptions the events staged
in Melbourne were identical with those at Helsinki. These two exceptions were :—

(a) The transfer of the equestrian events to Stockholm

(b) In swimming, the division of the breaststroke into two events—the orthodox
breaststroke and the butterfly stroke. This applied to both men and women
and increased the swimming programme by two events

The complete programme comprised 145 events. These were :(—

Compulsory Sports

Athletics : Track, men 15 including 3 road events
Field, men 9
Track, women 4
Field, women 5
Boxing : 10
Cycling : 6 including 2 road events (individual and
team)
Fencing : Men 6
Women 1
Gymnastics : Men 8
Women 7
Modern Pentathlon : 2 individual and team
Rowing : 7
Shooting : 7 including Clay Pigeon
Swimming : Men 9
Women 8
Weightlifting : 7
Wrestling : Free-style 8
Greco-Roman 8
Yachting : 5

Optional Sports
Basketball :
Canoeing : Men
Women
Football :
Hockey :
Water Polo :

p— e et e OO

Demonstrations
In addition, under Rule 32 of the 1.O.C., demonstrations of Australian Rules Football,
being the national sport, and Baseball, being the foreign sport, were staged.

Arts
The compulsory Arts programme was also held, and details are given in the Fine Arts
report.
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SPORTS PROGRAMME

November December
EVENT VENUE
22 23 24 25 | 26 27 28 29 30 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Thu| Fri | Sat | Sun| Mon | Tue | Wed| Thu| Fri | Sat | Sun|Mon | Tue |Wed | Thu| Fri | Sat
Opening Main Stadium A
Ceremony
Athletics Main Stadium Ma | MA MAL MA | MA | Ma| MA] MA
Basketball Exhibition Building N | AN |MAN MAN|MAN [MAN|MAN|MAN|MAN
Fencing St. Kilda Town Hall MAN|MAN MA |[MAN|MAN|MAN|MAN|MAN MAN|MAN|MAN| A
Football Olgmp@c Park and Main A Al A | Al A| A |MA Al a Al A
(Soccer) tadium
Modern Oaklands  Hunt Club M| M M| A | M
Pentathlon and various venues
Weight-lifting Exhibition Building AN | AN AN
Boxing West Melb. Stadium N | AN AN | AN | N [ AN [ AN | N
Hockey Olgmpic Park and Main MA | A MA| A |[MA| A |MA| A A A
tadium
Yachting Port Phillip Bay Al A | A | A]|A A A |aA
Shooting Williamstown Range and MA | MA | MA MA |MA | MA
R.A.A.F., Laverton MA | MA
Rowing Lake Wendouree, Bal- MA | MA MA | A
larat
Swimming Olympic Park AN | AN [MAN| AN AN [AN | AN | AN | AN
Wrestling Exhibition Building MN | MN |MN [MN MN |MN |MN | MN
Cycling Olympic Park and road AN | N N | M
course, Broadmeadows
Gymnastics West Melb. Stadium MA MAN | MA MAN| MA
Canoeing Lake Wendouree, Bal- A | MA
larat
Demonstrations | Main Stadium A A
Closing Main Stadium A
Ceremony
M = Morning; A = Afternoon; N = Night; |=] — Main Stadium
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Daily Programme

The timed daily programme was agreed, but last-minute modifications were necessary to
football and hockey programmes due to entries being less than anticipated, and sessions in each
were cancelled. Due to a replay, an additional hockey session was held on Ist December.

Bad weather on the 29th November caused the Finn dinghy event to be postponed to the
30th, which lengthened the yachting programme by one day.

Very rough conditions on Lake Wendouree on Saturday, 24th November, held up the
afternoon events of the day's rowing programme and it could not be completed during that day.
Permission was granted to complete the events on Sunday, 25th November.

CO-OPERATION WITH INTERNATIONAL SPORTING FEDERATIONS

Complete co-operation with the International Sporting Federations is absolutely essential
to the successful running of the Olympic competitions as the entire technical direction of the
sports is within their control.

The Technical Department conferred with the Australian governing bodies and with each
International Federation for their agreement at each stage of the preparations. Arenas, events,
programmes and equipment all required their approval.

The rules of each Federation also had to be observed in the preparations, and last-minute
changes, referred to in the previous section under Sports Handbooks, caused some difficulties.

In accordance with 1.O.C. Rule 37, the International Sporting Federations appointed
technical delegates to inspect the venues, equipment, &c. prior to the commencement of their
sport. Because of the long distance to Melbourne and the financial difficulties of some
Federations, the Organizing Committee agreed to pay the tourist return air fare or return
first-class sea fare of one delegate from each Federation. The delegates appointed were :—

Athletics .. Mr. D. T. P. Pain (Great Britain) and Mr. A. Paulen (Holland)

Basketball . . .. Mr. R. W. Jones (Great Britain) and Dr. Ferenc Hepp (Hungary)

Boxing .. Lt.-Colonel R. H. Russell (Great Britain) and Mr. Emile Gremaux (France)

Canoeing .. Mr. Hans Berglund (Sweden) and Mr. H. Jespersen (Denmark)

Cycling .. Mr. Rene Chesal (France)

Fencing .. Mr. Charles Debeur (Belgium)

Football . Sir Stanley Rous, C.B.E. (Great Britain) and Mr. K. Gassmann
(Switzerland)

Gymnastics . . .. Mr. Pierre Hentges (Luxembourg) and Mme. B. Villancher (France)

Hockey . Mr. Rene Frank (Belgium) and Mr. Henning Holst (Denmark)

Modern Pentathlon . .

Colonel Sven Thofelt (Sweden) and General Gustav Dyrssen (Sweden)

Rowing .. Mr. Gaston Mullegg (Switzerland)

Shooting .. Mr. E. Carlsson (Sweden) and Mr. K. A. Larsson (Sweden)
Swimming . . .. Mr. Mario Negri (Argentine) and Mr. B. Séllfors (Sweden)
Weightlifting .. Mr. E. Gouleau (France) and Mr. Bruno Nyberg (Finland)
Wrestling .. Mr. Roger Coulon (France) and Mr. Dimitri Smoline (U.S.S.R.)
Yachting . Mr. J. McGruer (Great Britain)
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D. Bell, chief controller of officials, wearing the official uniform.

Travelling and Housing

JUDGES AND SPORTS OFFICIALS

Judges and officials were appointed
by the Australian governing body of each
sport in co-operation with the Inter-
national Federation concerned. The
proportion of Australian to overseas
officials varied with each sport and its
particular requirement. In some sports,
there was a shortage of qualified local
officials, whilst in others there was keen
competition for appointment.

Uniform

All  Australian  officials  wore
identical, individually tailored uniforms
consisting of grey slacks or skirt, blue
blazer with Olympic insignia on the
pocket, white shirt, blue tie with kangaroo
and Olympic rings, white straw panama
hat with blue band and Olympic rings,
black shoes, except for Athletics, where
due to the red track, brown shoes were
worn.

Uniforms were paid for by the
officials.

Officials came from all States of Australia and paid their own travelling and housing

expenses, although many were accommodated privately with sporting associates.

A proportion of the cost of uniform and expenses was refunded to officials by the
sporting bodies which each received a grant from the Organizing Committee.

Leave of Absence

The Organizing Committee arranged with many employer organizations, including State
and Commonwealth Governments, for officials to be given special leave without loss of pay or
privileges, and the co-operation of these numerous employers is gratefully acknowledged.
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Table of Officials.

Sport International Australian
Athletics 13 315
Basketball 13 56
Boxing 26 107
Canoeing 11 57
Cycling 7 53
Fencing 6 165
Football 13 48
Gymnastics 42 42
Hockey 22 60
Modern Pentathlon 9 106
Rowing 27 50
Shooting 23 28%*
Swimming 64 50
Weightlifting 22 42
Wrestling 41 43
Yachting 6 61
Grand Total—1,628.
345 1’283 * Does not include scorers and markers (212).

STAFFS FOR COMPETITION REQUIREMENTS

It had been hoped that complete staffing of all arenas would have been possible from
members of Amateur Sporting bodies. This would have brought them into close contact with
the Games, but unfortunately this plan was not completely successful due to difficulty of getting
leave from employment and other commitments, and it was necessary to employ a considerable
number of men and women to undertake maintenance of arenas, equipment and dressing rooms.

CONGRESSES OF INTERNATIONAL SPORTING
FEDERATIONS

Arrangements were made to hold congresses and
council meetings at the University of Melbourne for
International Sporting Federations during the Games.
The facilities which the University provided lent both
dignity and comfort to the proceedings.

The International Sporting Federations which
used the University's lecture theatres and other rooms
were the athletic, basketball, boxing, canoeing, hockey,
modern pentathlon, swimming, weightlifting, wrestling,
and fencing organizations. The International Rowing
Federation held its congress at Ballarat. The British
Empire and Commonwealth Games committee and the
Asian Games committee also met at the University.

J. Patching, Chief Starter for Athletics.
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In the camera room at the Velodrome, Charles Sickert (right) of Omega, studies a print.

TIMEKEEPING AND PHOTO-FINISH

Trouble-free and accurate timing is a basic necessity to the success of the Olympic Games
and one of the first decisions taken by the Organizing Committee was to entrust the timekeeping
to the same firm which has undertaken the task at each celebration since 1932.

Accordingly, in 1952 a contract was signed with " Omega ", Louis Brandt and Frére S.A.
of Switzerland, which co-operated to the extent of flying its timekeeping squad of ten men and
32 cases of timing equipment valued at £110,000 from Switzerland to Melbourne free of charge.

In addition to the familiar stopwatch, split second hand timer and chronographs, of
which 232 were provided, the battery of timing instruments included 33 optical and electronic
devices, evidence that the requirements of sports timing had gone well beyond the capabilities of
conventional timing devices. While the great timing development at the 1952 Helsinki
Olympic Games was the Racend Omega Timer, Melbourne saw the revolutionary innovation
of electric timing in swimming. For the first time in the history of Olympic Games, swimming
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times were taken electrically by
a special device, the Omega
Swim-O-Matic timer, constructed in
co-operation with F.ILN.A. As the
24 individual electric timers—3 per
lane—were put into motion auto-
matically at the shot of the gun, it
meant that the swimmers started
with a handicap of one to two-tenths
of a second in comparison with
competitors at previous Games,
where the reaction time of the human
timekeeper was included. This,
however, did not prevent innumerable
records being broken in Melbourne.

The Racend
Omega Timer.

The battery of timing apparatus at the Pool.




CAMERA

.

The photo-finish
pictures were provided
by the Racend Omega
Timer, an instrument
created in co-operation
between Omega, Swit-
zerland, and the Race
Finish Recording Com-
pany in London. While
the quartz clock incor-
porated in the camera
calibrates a time track
along the bottom of the
film, the contestants are
successfully  registered
on the moving film as
they cross the finishing
line. The resulting
picture, developed, en-
larged and  printed
within 90 seconds of
the end of the race,
shows the order of
arrival as well as the
time of each contestant
actually to 1/100th of
a second. So as to
ensure the quality of the
pictures, the camera had
to be placed at the
minimum vertical angle
of 30 degrees to the
finishing line. This
meant that a small dark
room had to be built
on the roof of the
Members' Stand at the
Main Stadium. At the
Velodrome, a temporary

The photo-finish—Broken lines (l)are wire conveyors from camera to
processing room (2), and on the side of the track (3) is the spinner.

tower was erected in the centre of the arena and processing done in rooms fitted
specially under the stand. For the cycling road race, a similar tower was built and the processing
was carried out in a mobile dark room.

The Organizing Committee wishes to express its gratitude to the Omega Company, and
in particular to Mr. Charles Sickert, for their whole-hearted co-operation.
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The Scoreboard showing results of the final of the women's 80 metres hurdles. A public
clock is incorporated in the upper portion of the board. A separate dial to the left
is the time indicator for Football and Hockey. Victory flags can also be seen.

SCOREBOARD

The Main Stadium's normal use had been for cricket and Australian Rules Football. A
permanent feature of the ground was a Scoreboard for these sports, which comprised a number
of roller blinds showing figures, and hinged shutters to which names could be attached. The
display area was approximately 1,200 square feet. To convert this board to the purposes of
the Games, the hinged shutters were replaced by 270 blocks of electric globes forming letters and
figures 18 inches high. Where a letter was to be shown, a package unit of 35 globes with a
switch attached was installed ; for a figure, a unit of 26 globes.

The switches comprised a drum rotating to present the required letter or figure at an
opening. After the rotating drum was set the blocks were lighted, either individually or in

series, by a second switch.

On the upper section of the board the message was painted—
The Olympic movement tends to bring together in a radiant union

All the qualities which guide mankind to perfection.

Baron de Coubertin.
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Below this were eight rows of lights :(—

Row l—event number and name ; heat or other details

Rows 2—7—competitor's number and name; country; time (in field events, distance
or height in metres and feet)

Row 8—the present World Record for the current event

Any row could be set up individually and switched on when required.

Operation of the board was undertaken by the installing engineer and required eleven
operators working at different levels, the inside height of the board being 26 feet. One operator
was allotted to every line. Other supervizing operators were in direct touch with the Arena
Manager who supplied placings and times, and with the athletic liaison officer who was able to
give advance information on placings, and also check the lights showing, which were unseen by
the operators inside.

Every operator had to be and was alert. He was able to see the events and pick out for
himself the information required for his own line. The board was therefore in many cases ready
to be switched on immediately official notice was received, and before announcement over the
public address system, except where delayed by protest or photo-finish. In the latter case the
word PHOTO appeared on the board.

The sprint heats presented some difficulty and it was found better to show only the three
qualifying place-getters.

Of the 9,000 globes used, only one had to be replaced during the two weeks. The globes
were 240 volts, 25 watt clear and even in bright sunshine could be read easily.

RESULTS SERVICE

As soon as possible after the conclusion of each event the Arena Manager delivered to a
teleprinter operator the complete results of the event. Details of progress (if applicable) and
other information during the event were also handed to the operator. The communications
service then took over the distribution. The sporting officials' responsibilities ended on delivery
of the information to the teleprinter operator.

COMMUNICATIONS

This is dealt with in detail under Communications.

PUBLIC ADDRESS

Public address equipment was provided at each venue, mobile equipment being used where
suitable.  Generally existing installations even in the newer arenas were not suitable for
Olympic purposes and had to be considerably improved and additional leads and microphone
points installed.

The system at the Main Stadium was the largest ever to be installed in the southern
hemisphere. Approximately 600 loudspeakers were used to provide a low level sound and
announcement system, giving even coverage throughout the stands and arena.
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The arrangement of seating being partly in the open and partly under cover, presented a
number of problems. Another factor to be considered was that loudspeakers could not obstruct
the view of spectators, which ruled out attaching speakers to the arena fence.

For the covered seating a total of 90 circophones were installed. These were of cast
aluminium, bell-shaped and contained an 8-inch speaker. [Each circophone could absorb
6 watts which was occasional peak load. The open seating in front of the Scoreboard and on
the top tier of the new stand was covered by 38 sound columns using 6-inch speakers and
absorbing 24 watts each. The arena was covered by 10 sound columns using 8-inch speakers
and absorbing 48 watts each.

Considerable care had to be taken to prevent a fault on the speaker lines causing an
interruption to the system. The equipment was housed in a stand diametrically opposite the
parade entrance, and separate lines ran each way around the ground to the parade entrance but
were not connected, thus the ground was divided into two separate areas. To provide a further
safeguard a line from each amplifier was run to every part of the ground with alternate speakers
connected to different lines and, in addition, speakers were divided into groups and linked
separately to switches in the equipment room. If an amplifier failed, volume was reduced but
no area was completely dead.

The main amplifiers were fed from a dual six-channel mixer with separate power supplies
to each and both having two independent output stages. One output from each mixer was taken
via a changeover key allowing selection of alternative outputs to a network which combined the
output of each mixer and passed them on to the main amplifiers. A switch panel allowed any
of the three amplifiers to be put on either speaker line, or in the event of an emergency both
lines on one amplifier. The alternative outputs were sent down lines to the main telephone
frame for distribution to studios for monitoring purposes.

Twelve microphone positions with duplicate microphones were installed, each with their
own pre-amplifier and separate line back to the mixer in the equipment room. All lines were in
armoured cable and several ran under the track. The fitting of pre-amplifiers enabled the
programme from each microphone to be transmitted at telephone level, which removed any
possibility of interference from telephone, broadcast, television or timing equipment.

During the Opening and Closing Ceremonies it was necessary to use various microphones,
some for announcements of only a few seconds duration which did not allow time for
adjustments of gain controls. However, a key switch on the mixer panel simultaneously turned
on a channel and operated a relay which turned off or reduced volume of the loudspeakers in
the immediate vicinity of the microphones being used.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The three official languages of the Melbourne Games were English, French and Spanish.
All publications and notices were issued in these three languages. The decision as to
languages to be used for public announcements was left until only a few weeks before Opening
Day when it was decided to use only English and French. Spanish was not used because
demand did not seem to warrant its use, and it was desirable to limit the actual time of
announcements to a minimum, thus lessening the possibility of distraction to competitors.
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PHOTOGRAPHY INSIDE THE PLAYING AREAS

Entry of both still and movie photographers to the playing areas had to be very severely
restricted and although they all co-operated wholeheartedly, there were occasions when some
interference and distractions took place.

Whether it is possible to cover adequately the events from outside the arenas is perhaps
doubtful, but it would certainly be preferable from the sports promotion point of view, as the
uncontrolled movement of groups about the arenas can be most disconcerting and certainly
detracts from the spectator value.

Adverse criticism was also levelled against the dress of many of the photographers which
contrasted sharply to the general neatness of the officials.

ACCOMMODATION FOR COMPETITORS AND OFFICIALS

The provision of space for competitors and officials to view their own or other sports was
one which gave the Organizing Committee considerable difficulty. Fifteen hundred seats with
additional open space were reserved at the Main Stadium for competitors of all sports and
entry was permitted on production of badge and identity card.

Entry to venues other than the Main Stadium, apart from competitors and officials of the
particular sports concerned, had to be restricted due to lack of space.

REFRESHMENTS

The competition sessions were arranged so that competitors could generally return to the
Village for all main meals, but packed meals were available when this was not possible.

Refreshments had to be supplied to competitors during four road events, the marathon
run, 20 and 50 kilometre walks and cycling road race. Each feeding station was stocked with
a comprehensive range of drinks and foodstuff with any special request or personally supplied
article being placed in a tray against the number of the competitor to aid identity.

Many officials were, however, on continuous duty and facilities had to be provided
for them. These were arranged by the Housing and Catering section, and the Technical
Department's only responsibility was the issuing of cash vouchers which the officials exchanged
at the cafeterias and dining rooms. The general principle was that vouchers were supplied to
cover meals from time of reporting until finishing duty; for instance those officiating at morning
sessions and continuing in the afternoon were supplied with lunch and afternoon tea, and those
working afternoons and evenings were given afternoon tea and dinner.

INTERPRETERS

An interpreter service in all major languages was provided at the Village and at all venues,
but as had been found at previous Games held in English-speaking countries, the service was not
extensively used.
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ATTACHES

The nature and variety of the Attaches' duties preclude any clear definition of the
qualities required for appointment as Attache to an Olympic team.

Some teams required their Attache to be an executive, second only to the Chef de
Mission.  Others relied on the Attache to arrange entertainment and social contacts inseparable
from presentation of the Olympic Games. Some used their Attache only as an emergency
chauffeur and general messenger ; and a small number virtually did not use their Attache at all.

It is regarded as important that every National Olympic Committee intending to send
a team to the Olympic Games should assist the Organizing Committee by appointing its
Attache at least six months before Opening Day.

The desirable qualifications are—ability to speak the national language of the host city
and that of the team to which he is attached ; an intimate knowledge of the host city, its environs
and its people ; executive or administrative experience ; freedom from all business and other
commitments during the period of the Games (most of the Attaches in Melbourne gave almost
their full time for at least a month), and a general knowledge of sport and sportsmen.

Some of the Attaches appointed from overseas and interstate lacked knowledge of
Melbourne and were perhaps not able to offer the same opportunities for team hospitality and
sightseeing as a resident. Many Attaches had clearing-up tasks to be completed after the
departure of their teams.

Although it appears to be general practice to turn to the Consular Corps for Olympic
Attaches (and that group provided many in Melbourne) Diplomats and Consuls have already
sufficient responsibilities to their nationals during the Games and should not have this
additional burden imposed on them. In Melbourne, the Junior Chamber of Commerce provided
a group of enthusiastic Attaches.

At a general meeting of Attaches early in June, 1956, convened by the Organizing
Committee, executives from each division gave a resume of their divisional activities. At this
meeting the Technical Director suggested formation of an Attaches Committee. The Attaches
appointed from the Junior Chamber of Commerce had formed a small committee several
months earlier and were already active. As a result, a meeting was held on 19th July, 1956,
and an executive committee was formed comprising Mr. J. R. Marriott (Trinidad), chairman ;
Mr. P. Howson, M.H.R. (Kenya-Uganda), vice-chairman ; Mr. D. Salim (Indonesia),
vice-chairman ; Miss D. Watkins (Uruguay), treasurer ; Mr. M. Verden (Bahamas), secretary;
Messrs. C. le Bas de Plumetot (France) and V. Nollis (Viet-Nam). Several other members
were co-opted later.

The Committee commenced a training programme through the medium of weekly
lunch-time meetings at which a guest speaker (usually from the Organizing Committee)
examined some aspect of the Games and answered queries. In alternate weeks, tours were
arranged to inspect venues, training facilities and accommodation.
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An active Attaches' Committee ensures that all Attaches are fully trained before the
Games, at little cost in time or money to the Organizing Committee. It induces a spirit of
comradeship, enables the Attache to meet the executives of the Organizing Committee and
develops respect and friendship.  Although membership of this Committee was voluntary and
involved subscription, all eligible Attaches joined. Social functions were held and a distinctive

tie was designed and manufactured for members.

The Organizing Committee is greatly indebted to the Attaches for their help and
complete co-operation. They all gave of their best efforts to make the visit of their teams to
Melbourne as happy and interesting as possible.

Appointments were as follows:—

International Olympic Committee,
W. Rawlinson

Afghanistan, P. W. Alexander

Argentine, H. S. Taylor-Rogers

Australia, C. J. Gray

Austria, F. L. Berger

Bahamas, E. R. Hayman

Belgium, R. Vanderkelen

Bermuda, M. Verden

Brazil, R. H. Sheppard

British Guiana, W. L. Hilyard

Bulgaria, M. D. Daphinov

Burma, Captain Tin Thein Lu

Canada, G. Young

Ceylon, B. de la Harpe

Chile, S. Moder

China, Republic of, S. C. Chang

Colombia, J. J. Rico

Cuba, J. D. Nicholls

Czechoslovakia, B. Hala

Denmark, J. S. Shaw

Ethiopia, H. Wexler

Fiji, A. L. Cook

Finland, J. E. W. Fawcett

France, C. le Bas de Plumetot

Germany, Baron G. A. von Nordegg-
Rabenau

Great Britain and Northern Ireland, J.
Baillieu

Greece, E. Gorman

Hong Kong, A. G. S. Gibbons

Hungary, J. Molnar

Iceland, G. P. Gillespie

India, H. L. Mallows

Indonesia, D. Salim

Iran, E. P. Purcell
Ireland, J. L. Mulrooney
Israel, A. Masel

Italy, Marquis G. Serafini
Jamaica, F. Tupper
Japan, Y. Yamamoto
Kenya-Uganda, P. Howson
Korea, Lincoln Hoon Kim
Liberia, C. D. Johnstone
Luxembourg, H. Snelleman
Malaya, N. M. Vasagam
Mexico, T. S. Craddock
New Zealand, T. Cleary
Nigeria, A. Cooper

North Borneo, J. W. Keck
Norway, E. A. Alstergren
Pakistan, A. D. Bashir
Peru, C. N. McKenzie,
Philippines, R. Cooper
Poland, W. Rolski
Portugal, L. de Oliveira Aquilar
Puerto Rico, A Barbeta
Rumania, J. H. Hillston
Singapore, S. L. Guilfoyle
South Africa, N. Banks
Sweden, C. W. von Knorring
Thailand, H. 1. Fader
Trinidad, J. R. Marriott
Turkey, J. D. R. Doyle
U.S.A., P. M. Hamilton
U.S.S.R., P. Sobolev
Uruguay, Miss D. Watkins
Venezuela, Miss W. Bond
Viet-Nam, V. Nollis
Yugoslavia, P. Cocich

MEDICAL AND FIRST-AID FOR SPECTATORS

This is dealt with in detail under Medical Services report.
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SERVICES PARTICIPATION

The Armed Services of the Commonwealth of Australia gave valuable assistance to the
Organizing Committee, not only in the Opening and Closing Ceremonies and on other formal
occasions, but also in the conduct of the competitions and in training, housing and other
activities.

Navy
The Royal Australian Navy, South-East Australian Area, provided manpower for—

Street lining during the progress of the Duke of Edinburgh
Guards of honour

Marshals, usherettes and messenger service at venues
Electronics technical personnel

Bands for ceremonial occasions

Sick-bay attendants at venues

The Navy was responsible also for certain services, mostly of a specialist character. It
evolved, produced and laid marker buoys for the yachting courses. It produced a chart for
yachting competitors. It provided three warships (H.M.A.S. Warramunga, Swan and Sprightly)
to act as starter vessels and to accommodate the Judges, established and manned a radio
communication centre at yachting headquarters and manned smoke float launches and control
boats on the courses. The Navy also provided sentries and general assistance at Yacht Clubs,
and stored the Finn monotypes as received from the builders until their distribution to competitors.

A total of 1,009 officers and men was employed.

H.M.A.S. Warramunga of the Royal Australian Navy acted as starting
and committee vessel. Progress board is on the forward deck.
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Army

The Army provided personnel for—

Camp staff and guard, Heidelberg Village

Rifle range markers, ambulance and other staff

Six bands for the Opening and Closing Ceremonies and other ceremonial occasions

Teleprinter operators and telephonists at the Main Stadium and other venues

Mobile wireless net for progress results of road events

Ushers and usherettes at Royal Box and elsewhere in the Main Stadium

Traffic control, assisting Civil Police during road events and arrival and departure of
the Duke of Edinburgh

Medical staff at Village and venues

Survey of competition courses

Supervision of works at rifle range

Torch Relay transport

Drill instruction of Australian team

Supervision of V.I.P. ante-room, Main Stadium

Barrack stores worth about £150,000 were issued to the Heidelberg Village; tents and
other stores to the venues. Equipment lent by the Army included refrigerators, radiators,
prefabricated huts, vehicles and hospital equipment.

The Army designed and supervised the conversion of the rifle range to metric shooting
and special targets. Eleven training depots, with two in reserve, were extensively used as
training venues. These were brought up to Olympic requirements by the Organizing Committee.

Air Force

In addition to hospital equipment at the Heidelberg Village, the Royal Australian Air
Force provided ambulances, staff cars and other vehicles, heavy, medium and light, including
photographic trailer with X-ray equipment and dark room, radio truck and track dryer
developed from a jet aero engine. It developed and tested the shock mounted flame holder
for the carriage of the Olympic Torch from Darwin to Cairns and transported it.

The Royal Australian Air Force band played on ceremonial and other occasions on
twelve days, including Opening and Closing Ceremonies.

Other assistance included :(—

Erection and maintenance of administrative facilities for the cycling road race
Installations, including walkie-talkie radios at Lake Wendouree

Ambulances for road events

Signals staff for modern pentathlon

Traffic control, trap loaders, &c. for clay pigeon shooting

Checking of electrical wiring in fencing equipment

Crash launch and crew for yachting

Supervision of athletic training track at Heidelberg Village

Air Training Corps cadets as runners for press organization at various venues
Staff and facilities for air traffic and Airport
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One example of Army co-operation. The Signal Corps manned the results room.

A Sister of the R.A.A.F. Nursing Service, with
a Nigerian sprinter, at the Olympic Hospital.
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YOUTH ORGANIZATION

The Youth Organization of the Games proved an invaluable and efficient service through
the medium of Boy Scouts, Girl Guides and members of the Air Training Corps. The Air
Training Corps personnel were most in evidence on duty with the press section, under the general
superintendence of Flight Lieutenant R. L. Davis. About 450 assisted daily as guides for
journalists and broadcasters, sorting results, filing copy and performing other duties at all
venues. Some 250 Girl Guides volunteered for a service controlled by Miss C. Broadhurst,
Training Adviser for Victoria, chiefly for the women athletes at the Olympic Village, acting as
guides to athletes and official visitors, assisting with shopping and other activities.

The Boy Scouts' Association, whose Deputy Chief Commissioner, Colonel A. G. Oldham,
acted as co-ordinator of the Youth Organization, put 3,500 members into the " Olympic Good
Turn ", for which it proffered its services as early as November, 1955. In general, districts
were asked to provide services at various venues and special sections. The scouts paid their
own fares but were given meals wherever this was practicable. Volunteers were expected to
give at least two days ; most made themselves available much longer. The first scouts were
rostered at the Village six weeks before the Games began. Eventually, while the Games were
in progress, 500 were on duty every day.

Chiefly employed as messengers, they were used by Arena Managers as assistant ushers,
parking attendants for official cars, adding-machine operators, and in the appropriate venues
performed such special functions as holding canoes or replacing obstacles in the modern
pentathlon.

Scouts were on duty at 90 per cent. of the venues. In every case, the Arena Managers
expressed the greatest satisfaction with their work ; in fact, as the Games progressed, all asked
for more scouts. The following are some of the duties allocated to the scouts :(—

Opening the door of the car of the Duke of Edinburgh when he arrived at various
official functions

Collection of medals and distribution to the arenas and to the point where the
Victory Ceremony was held

Assisting in the section responsible for the reception of distinguished visitors. Acting
as guides for the delegates to the Sporting Federation Congresses at the Melbourne
University

Assisting lost children taken by police to various points near the arenas. Rovers were
responsible for getting them to the railway station or to depots established in the
city until parents could be contacted, usually over the radio

Assisting at St. John Ambulance First-Aid posts

At the Main Stadium receiving and distributing results received from other venues

Assisting operators of the film units in caring for their gear, and taking exposed film
to waiting motor cycles outside the venues for despatch

In the operation of the Omega clocks
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At the Village, scouts and guides delivered more than 1,000 messages and packages a
day ; on one day they also sorted and distributed 25,000 blank aerogramme letter forms on the
basis of four for each athlete. Guides assisted in tea-making, ironing, pressing, sewing and
bed-making.  Scouts of school age were allowed two days off from school to work at the
Village. It was found that only boys over 13 were satisfactory. Only girls over 15 were
employed. Scouts and guides began duty at 8.15 a.m. and left the Village by 5.15 p.m.

The organizers of this " good turn " were proud of the way their tasks were tackled. Many
letters of thanks were received.

Nearly all the boys came from the metropolitan area of Melbourne or from Ballarat
(where the rowing and canoeing events were held), but in order to make this at least a token
effort by the scouts of Australia, fifty scouts from other States were invited to participate.
Some of these travelled up to 3,000 miles to attend, and all States were represented.

Guides and scouts were issued with a special Olympic scarf, maroon in colour, and
bearing the badge of the XVI Olympiad. Each participating unit of the three organizations
received a certificate from the Organizing Committee.

POLICE

The Games bring to the Host City many administrative problems, in all of which the civic
authorities are vitally concerned. ~Melbourne, no less than any other city, had to deal with all
the difficulties associated with massing of people and transport. Appreciating these problems
the Organizing Committee, from its inception, sought and gained the co-operation of the Victoria
Police Force, a State-wide force with headquarters in Melbourne. Inspector J. Birney acted as
liaison and co-ordinating officer.

One-third of Victoria's entire police strength was brought to Melbourne for 16 days of
hard but memorable duty, and two days before Opening Day a police contingent, 1,000 strong,
led by their lance-bearing Mounted Troopers, marched through the city for review by local and
visiting dignitaries.

The police assisted the Organizing Committee in three ways. Firstly, by establishing
temporary police stations at villages and venues ; secondly, in controlling car parking and
arrival and departure of spectators ; thirdly, by actively assisting in control of events and
ceremonies.

A police station was opened at the Olympic Village, Heidelberg, and gave sterling service
manned by a Sergeant with twelve men and two policewomen who had been chosen for their
ability to act as interpreters.

At the Main Stadium three temporary police offices were established, controlling about

100 police and crime investigators, and also undertaking the usual police tasks of looking after
lost children and property.  Attempts to sell tickets at black-market prices were promptly quashed.
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Mounted Troopers of the Victoria Police on escort duty.

The police and organizers had some of their tasks made considerably easier by the Main
Stadium and Olympic Park being surrounded by open parklands which were made available for
car parks. Controlled by foot police, equipped with walkie-talkie radio sets, cars were directed
into proper channels with complete absence of confusion. The general orderliness of
motorists of all nations impressed everyone.

Although not strictly part of the Games, the first special demand on the police was for
700 men to line the 10 mile route from Melbourne Airport as His Royal Highness, the Duke of
Edinburgh, was ceremoniously escorted to Government House.

At the same time the Torch was approaching Melbourne under continuous mobile police
escort, and in each provincial city enthusiastic crowds had to be controlled.

On Opening Day 90 police ensured that the convoy of 163 buses moved without delay from
the Village to the Main Stadium.

The three athletic road events, for which the roads were not closed to traffic, required
assistance from foot and mobile police—using both cars and motor cycles.  Careful protection was
given to competitors by the motor cycle police, and the foot police were completely successful in
holding back crowds and controlling traffic at intersections until the competitors had passed.

The Police Force, like every other organization, accepted the added responsibilities, and
by kindness and tact won the appreciation of the public, and the thanks of the Organizing
Committee.
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OLYMPIC HYMN

A world-wide competition was conducted by the I.O.C. to find the score of a new
Olympic Hymn of between three and four minutes duration. The words were prescribed by
the 1.O.C. and were extracts from Pindar. Prizes offered were a commemorative medal and
1,000 dollars which was presented by S.A.S. Prince Pierre of Monaco.

Universal interest was created and 387 compositions from 40 countries were received,
including 6 from Australia. The winning composition by Michal Spisak, a Polish composer
residing in Paris, was presented first in Melbourne during the Solemn Opening of the 1.O.C.
Congress, then as part of the Opening Ceremony, and finally during the Closing Ceremony as
the Olympic Flag was lowered.

NATIONAL ANTHEMS

In December, 1954, all nations were asked to supply the Organizing Committee with the
music of their National Anthems scored for military bands, so that there should be no doubt
as to the correct anthem for any particular nation. A further letter was sent in August, 1955,
to those nations who had accepted the invitation and had not supplied their anthem. Eventually
all anthems were received but in many different forms—symphonic score, piano score,
gramophone record or tape recording.

The I.O.C. at its meeting in 1955 decided that no anthem should last longer than one
minute. It was thus necessary in some cases to abbreviate the anthems that had been provided,
and this work was entrusted to Squadron Leader L. H. Hicks, Director of Music of the Royal
Australian Air Force.

To reduce the anthems to within the specified playing time entailed omitting sections to
ensure closing on an acceptable cadence. Some, such as God Save the Queen and The Star
Spangled Banner were easily arranged because shortened versions were in constant use, but in
the case of lengthy anthems which could not be suitably closed half-way or at another similarly
desirable point, it was necessary to cut part of the body of the anthem to include the final bars.
Where an anthem was of three or four verses differing in treatment, the best arrangement of the
verse under a minute was selected, as for instance, in the case of the U.S.S.R. anthem.

All anthems were scored for a full military band, copies of which were made for bands
playing at outdoor venues. Tape recordings were made by the Central Band of the Royal
Australian Air Force and sent to the Organizing Committee which had discs made for use at
all indoor venues. The entire work took six months.

The scores of the anthems are now in the archives of the Central Band, Royal Australian
Air Force, Laverton, Victoria and the master copies of the recordings are in the possession of
Amalgamated Wireless Australasia Ltd.
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VICTORY CEREMONIES

Victory Ceremonies in accordance with 1.O.C. new Rule 58 took place at the various
arenas as soon as possible after the conclusion of each event, with the exception of the modern
pentathlon and the road cycling team event, when the Victory Ceremonies were held in the
Main Stadium on the day after the completion of these events. The anthems were played by
bands from the Australian Army, Navy, and Air Force, with the Royal Papua and New Guinea
Constabulary Band also participating. At indoor venues where it was not possible to use a
band, disc records were used successfully.

It is not perhaps generally understood that the medals are awarded by the 1.O.C. who
reserved to themselves the privilege of making the presentations. Mr. Avery Brundage
endeavoured to be present at as many Victory Ceremonies as possible and personally presented
the majority of the medals but, due to distance between venues and the difficulty of estimating
times of completion of events, other members of the I.O.C. assisted Mr. Brundage, Vice-Presidents
Armand Massard and the Marquess of Exeter officiating at a number of Ceremonies. On
occasions these members attended together and, where possible, presented medals to their fellow
countrymen.

The Boy Scouts were given the honour of bearing the medals to the Victory dais. The
medals were carried on presentation cushions of green and gold (the Australian colours) by one
scout who was flanked by two others acting as escorts. Each morning a senior representative
of the Boy Scouts Association collected the medals for that day's presentations and delivered
them to the respective venues where other scouts waited until presentations were completed.
This method of distribution proved completely successful.

The procedure adopted was for the Victory Ceremony to be announced over the public
address system while the stewards were bringing forward the medal winners who then stood at
the rear of the Victory Dais. At the same time three scouts advanced—one carrying the medals
and two acting as escorts. On the 1.0.C. delegate being ready to make the awards the
recipients were called forward in order, and, on stepping to their correct positions on the dais,
the medals were presented. Immediately afterwards, the group on or near the dais turned
towards the flag staffs and stood to attention while the flags were being raised, and the anthem
played. The national flag of the winner was raised on the centre pole, second place-getter's on
the right-hand pole, and third on the left—the three flags reaching the apex of the poles
simultaneously.

Victory Ceremonies were completed without any difficulty except at the cycling road race
where unfortunately, due to a misunderstanding, a band did not arrive to play the anthem and
owing to distance from the city, disc records could not be sent in time. However, the
presentations were made for the individual event and the winner's anthem (Italy's) sung by
groups of Italian officials and spectators.

On two occasions presentations were made by sports officials. This was due to anxiety
of the moment rather than any intention to disregard the International Olympic Committee.
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The three prize medals shown on a
green and gold presentation cushion.

MEDALS, DIPLOMAS AND BADGES

Prize Medals

The design for the prize medals which was adopted by the International Olympic
Committee for the Amsterdam Games in 1928 and struck for each subsequent Games, was
again agreed upon. The original design was modelled by Professor Cassiole of Florence,
Italy. The only alteration was to change the appropriate wording to " XVIth Olympiad
Melbourne 1956".

Winners of individual events and members of winning teams were awarded silver-gilt
medals ; second and third in each category were awarded silver and bronze medals respectively.
The rule as to the award of prize medals reads, inter alia—

" ... In team events only members of the first, second and third teams who have
participated in the final or 3rd-4th match respectively shall be awarded the silver-gilt
medals, silver medals and bronze medals and diplomas. Those who have represented
the first, second and third teams but have not participated in the final or 3rd-4th
match are entitled to receive a diploma. No competitor shall receive more than one
medal for the same performance in a combined individual and team competition."
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It was the intention of the I.O.C. that this rule should apply to Melbourne, but as it had not
been enforced for the equestrian events at Stockholm, which formed an integral part of the
Games of the XVI Olympiad, it was therefore decided that the old rule whereby athletes were
entitled to more than one medal for the same performance should also apply at Melbourne.
This rule, however, merits careful study with a view to clearer expression for future organizers
since it contains ambiguities ; in boxing, for instance, the losing semi-finalists in each weight
category do not fight off for third place and are judged to be equal third.

There are, moreover, different views as to what constitutes a reserve. Only by defining
in the rule those sports which are entitled to claim additional medals, will the anomalies be
rectified. It should also be defined which are the team events. Are eights, fours and pairs,
for example, in rowing to be classified as team events ? Similarly, why are pairs in canoeing
classified as team events and the tandem event in cycling as an individual event ?

In gymnastics team events, more competitors than the scoring number of five are allowed
to compete in a team. Should those which follow the scoring five in a team be awarded medals
or should they be treated as reserves ?

The 1.O.C. new Rule 41 which lays down that medals must bear the name of the sport
concerned, was brought into operation in June, 1956. As the prize medals had already been
manufactured by this time, the President of the 1.O.C. agreed that this section of the rule should
be waived for the Melbourne Games.

Prize medals were ordered and distributed as follows : silver-gilt ordered, 280,
distributed, 273 ; silver ordered, 280, distributed, 273 ; bronze ordered, 290, distributed, 281.

Additional bronze medals were required because the 1.O.C. ruled that both of the losing
semi-finalists in each weight category of boxing should receive bronze medals rather than fight
a deciding bout.

Prize medals were presented in velvet-lined cases. The cases were cream with a label in
blue for first, in red for second and in green for third.

Diplomas
The final choice of a design for the diploma incorporated the Coat-of-Arms of the City
of Melbourne with its motto Vires Acquirit Eundo* from an engraved die.

Imposed over the Coat-of-Arms was the Olympic motto, then the words " Diploma
Olympic Games Melbourne 1956," and below these were three lines left for details of place,
event and name to be completed.

Beneath the main design were the signatures of Mr. Avery Brundage, the Right Honourable
R. G. Menzies, and the Honourable W. S. Kent Hughes, with two branches of wattle surrounding
the whole.

The Olympic rings were in the top centre, printed in silver and embossed. The inks
used were non-greasy moisture set in four shades of grey with black, and blue-black for
signatures. The over-all size of the diploma was 23 inches wide by 172 inches deep, and
printed by letterpress on pure white arctic ivory paper. Four thousand were ordered.

* We gather strength as we go.
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The Olympic Diploma.

The original intention was to handwrite the details on each diploma, but due to the
numbers involved a faster method was sought and a leading typewriter company produced a
machine with specially large type (3/16 of an inch) which was found to be satisfactory and had
the advantage of speed and economy.

Diplomas were issued in accordance with Rule 41 of the 1.O0.C. which provides for them
to be given to :

(1) First to sixth individual place-getters, and members of teams placed one to six.

(2) Non-competitors officially attached to teams, but only up to a percentage as laid
down in Rule 36.

(3) International Federation officials if certified by their Federations.
The completion of the diplomas proved a much longer and more difficult task than
anticipated and brought to light a number of interesting points, among them :—
(1) The difficulty of agreement on translation and spelling of names
(2) The incomplete records kept particularly of team events

(3) Some International Federations taking their records back to their headquarters,
which involved considerable correspondence to settle even minor points

(4) Each team which had exceeded its Rule 36 quota of officials had to be asked to
nominate those to be given diplomas. This took several months

(5) Similarly each International Federation had to be asked to confirm the names of
officiating members. This also took considerable time to complete
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Both the latter points should have been settled before teams and Federations left
Melbourne.

Diplomas were individually packed in cardboard tubes and sent in bundles of approximately
20 to each National Olympic Committee. Unfortunately some were lost in transit and others
damaged ; all were replaced. In the light of experience a smaller diploma would probably
have travelled more safely and in better condition.

~ THE ORGANISING COMMITTEE
0y for the XVIth OLYMPIAD
| MELBOURNE 1956

FRESENT THIS CERTIFICATE IN AFFRECIATION

OF THE ASSISTANCE RENDERED BY

IN CONNECTION WITH THE PROMOTION OF THE

DLYMPIC GAMES

) M—-J(-—H"T—““—-_-' Certificate  issued
for local assistance.
Ml—  CHIEF EXBCUTIVE GFFCER
e

iw't,_ .-_

Badges
The symbol of the Organizing Committee was used for the badges, which were 2" x 1%"
in size. Coloured ribbon, appropriately stamped, denoting the category of the wearer or his

sport was attached to each badge.

Once again the principle was adopted of using the badges for souvenir and identification
purposes only and not to admit the wearer to any venue.

It was also decided that where a recipient, because of the positions he held, was entitled
to more than one badge, he would be given the badge and ribbon corresponding to the highest
Olympic position held.

Numbers were estimated by referring to previous celebrations of the Olympic Games and
by correlating these figures with the numbers expected to attend in Melbourne. In addition,
every Australian sporting governing body provided a list of its officials and appropriate numbers
were ordered.

102



Examples of badges, with
commemorative medal below.

Four types of badges were provided instead of three as at previous Games, because it was
felt that the competitors should be grouped separately and given a distinctive badge. The
following types of badges, therefore, were issued :—

(a) Gilt with white enamelled border and with ~ For guests of honour and high
enamelled rings, torch and Australia officials

(b) Silver oxidized with blue enamelled border For sports and team officials
and with enamelled rings, torch and
Australia

(c) Silver oxidized with maroon enamelled For competitors only
border and with enamelled rings, torch
and Australia

(d) Bronze with dark green enamelled border For press, photographers, broad-
and with enamelled rings, torch and casters, and television and filming
Australia operators.

The number of badges ordered and issued are listed at the end of this report.
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Commemorative Medals

Mr. Andor Meszaros of Melbourne, by birth a Hungarian but now a naturalized
Australian, submitted the design which was accepted for both obverse and reverse of the
commemorative medal. The obverse depicts in relief a design of athletes marching in pairs
following a single figure bearing a banner with the Olympic device of rings and the motto of the
International Olympic Committee Citius, Altius, Fortius. The reverse is a reproduction in
relief of the Coat-of-Arms of the City of Melbourne surmounted by the five rings and bearing
the inscription " Olympic Games Melbourne 1956 ".

The medal is in bronze, 5/32 inch in thickness with a diameter of 272 inches.

As most of the recipients of badges were entitled also to commemorative medals, the
numbers were related. Badges and commemorative medals, moreover, were distributed jointly
and on the same basis ; 12,250 were struck in bronze and were issued in plastic cases. A
summary of details relating to the number ordered and issued is at the end of this report.

Method of Distribution

The following method of distribution of badges and commemorative medals was
adopted :—
International Olympic Committee.—Sent to each member individually at his hotel

Sports Officials.—(a) International : By the respective International Federation upon
submission of a list of personnel involved

(b) Australian : By the secretary of the Australian governing body

Presidents, secretaries, and members of National Olympic Committees, team officials
and competitors.—Badges and commemorative medals for these groups were
handed to representatives of each national team after receipt of the nominal roll
containing names and categories of the complete delegation

Press.—By the Press Department of the Organizing Committee. The press were not
entitled to commemorative medals

Attaches.—By the Organizing Committee at a meeting of attaches three weeks before
the commencement of the Games

Other groups.—By the Technical Department

Plastic Badges.—In addition to the enamelled badges ordered, it was decided to
provide plastic badges to distinguish lesser officials and interpreters. Thus
1,350 badges labelled "Official" and 500 with the designation "Interpreter"
were provided. Recipients of plastic badges were not entitled to commemorative
medals

Armbands

Working on the principle that only those officials who had to go on to the actual playing
area would receive armbands, the numbers were kept to a minimum. The bands for sporting
officials were of white duck printed in blue and green. The major positions of each sport were
clearly designated on the bands, in addition to which a large number of bands marked
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"Official" were made to cover lesser positions. In all 2,010 armbands were made for sporting
officials.  Distribution was made through the Arena Manager of each sport.

In addition, 200 armbands of similar kind were provided for photographers and film
operators who had to work on the arenas, and 120 for medical personnel at the venues.

Photographers operating outside the arenas were given orange armbands ; 150 were

provided.

The only other personnel provided with armbands were marshals (500) and usherettes
(150), and the six Executive Officers of the Organizing Committee.

Types and Numbers of Olympic Badges Ordered.

Doubl
Category Type Bar | Inscription on Bar Ribbon (Rfl%%o% Imprint on Ribbon | Ordered| Issued
if any
1.0.C— )
Presidents Gilt Yes | President White Olympic | 1.0.C 1
Vice-Presidents Gilt Yes | Vice-President | White Olympic | 1.0.C F 65 52
Chancellor Gilt Yes | Chancellor White Olympic | 1.0.C [
Members Gilt No | .. White Olympic | 1.O.C J
N.O.C.— )
Presidents Gilt Yes | President Blue Olympic | N.O.C. 75 28
Secretaries Silver and | Yes | Secretary Blue Olympic | N.O.C. 75 44
Blue
Members Silver and | No Blue Olympic | N.O.C. 325 | 256
Blue
LF— . . .
Presidents Gilt Yes | President Colour of Sport | Olympic | Initials of Federa- 20 14
tion
Secretaries Silver and | Yes | Secretary Colour of Sport | Olympic | Initials of Federa- 20 12
Blue tion
Organizing Committee—
President Gilt Yes | President Green and Gold | Olympic | --
Chairman Gilt Yes | Chairman Green and Gold | Olympic | O.C
Hon. Secretary Gilt Yes | Secretary Green and Gold | Olympic | O.C
Members Gilt No Green and Gold | Olympic | O.C
Chief Executive Officer | Gilt Yes | Chief Execu- | Green and Gold | Olympic | .. 70 70
tive Officer [
Technical Director Gilt Yes | Technical Di- | Green and Gold | Olympic i
rector
Administrative Director | Gilt Yes | Administrative | Green and Gold | Olympic
Director
Duke of Edinburgh Gilt.. No White Olympic | Guest of Honour }’ 50 41
Guests of Honour Gilt.. No White .. Guest of Honour |.
Attaches Silver and | No Blue and White Attache.. 80 75
Blue
Chefs de Mission Silver and | No Blue and White Chef de Mission 80 56
Blue
Arena Managers Silver and | No Colour of Sport Name of Sport 25 21
Blue Arena Manager
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Types and Numbers of Olympic Badges Ordered—continued.

Double
Category Type Bar | Inscription on Bar Ribbon (Rfibbon) Imprint on Ribbon | Ordered Issued
if any
TeamOfficials.. Silver and| No Red and White Team Official 600 | 589
Blue
Medical.... Silver and | No Blossom Pink Medical.. 100 | 100
Blue
Housing—
Director Silver and | Yes | Director.. Blossom Pink Housing and Ca- |
Blue tering 25 9
Others Silver and | No Blossom Pink Housing and Ca-
Blue tering J
Transport Silver and | No Blossom Pink Transport 25 11
Blue
Sub-Committees Silver and | No Tan and White 70 67
Organizing Committee Blue
CivicCommittee.. Silver and | No Blue and Yellow 20 20
Blue
Sports Officials-
Athletics i Cherry Red (400 | 374
Basketball Violet 85 81
Boxing Gold 145 140
Canoeing Brown 50 45
Cycling Emerald 80 71
Fencing Pink 200 | 200
Football | . Dark Blue 85 61
Gymnastics #Silver and| No + | Maroon r Name of Sport |4 100 91
Hockey Blue Cambridge Blue | | 85 80
Modern Pentathlon Olive Green 200 149
Rowing Yellow 70 62
Shooting Dusty Pink 125 | 110
Swimming Grey 240 | 174
Weightlifting Pale Green 70 65
Wrestling Helio 125 124
Yachting J L | Primrose .70 69
Demonstrations Sillngfr and | No Tan Demonstration 35 31
ue
2,165 1,927
Miscellaneous Silver and | No No Ribbon 595 | 474
Blue
Sports Competitors— .
Athletics Cherry Red (815 | 746
Basketball Violet | 195 178
Boxing Gold | 200 164
Canoeing Brown 150 130
Cycling Emerald 225 169
Fencin Pink 240 174
Football Dark Blue 320 172
Gymnastics Silver and | No “ | Maroon Name of Sport |4 260 149
Hockey Maroon Cambridge Blue 1290 | 202
Modern Pentathlon Olive Green 50 49
Rowing Yellow 350 | 263
Shooting Dusty Pink 175 | 163
Swimming Grey 515 | 412
Weightlifting Pale Green 125 109
Wrestling Helio 280 192
Yachting J .. | Primrose .240 170
Demonstrations Silver and | No Tan Demonstration 75 74
Maroon
4,505 (3,516
Press-
Director Bronze Yes |Director Green Press } 1,200 |1,086
Others Bronze No Green Press
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Commemorative Medals

Group Ordered Issued
Guests of Honour 50 41
1.O.C. 65 52
N.O.C. 475 328
LLF.—President and Secretary 40 26
Organizing Committee 70 70
Attaches 80 75
Chefs de Mission 80 56
Arena Managers 25 21
Team Officials 600 589
Medical 100 159
Housing 25 9
Transport 25 11
Sub-Committees of Organizing Committee 70 67
Civic Committee 20 20
Sports Officials 2,165 1,927
Competitors 4,505 3,516
Torch Relay 3,000 2,981
Opening Ceremony 25 8
Arts Festival 750 768
Miscellaneous (including O.C. Staff and
voluntary helpers) 130 622
Total 12,250 11,305

The obverse and reverse sides of the commemorative medal.




In this haplpy group are 34
i

gold medallists who between #
them gained 38 gold medals. ia
Fornames of these see below. i 19
Numbers 28, 30 and 35 are r} ﬂ' 20
unplacedcompetitors. kS * i f B
S 3¢
1 \ )
P
L. Mitsuo IKEDA, Japan, welterweight wrestling. 20. Betty CUTHBERT, Australia, 100 metres, 200 metres,
2. K. C. JONES, U.S.A., basketball. 4 x 100 metres re]ay_
3. Jesse MASHBURN, U.S.A., 4 x 400 metres relay. 21. Dawn FRASER, Australia, 100 metres swimming.
4. Burdette HALDORSON, U.S.A., basketball. 22. Norma CROKER, Australia, 4 x 100 metres relay.
5. Pete RADEMACHER, U.S.A., heavyweight boxing. 23. Bob RICHARDS, U.S.A., pole vault.
6. Mustafa DAGISTANLI, Turkey, bantamweight 24. Parry O'BRIEN, U.S.A., shot put.
wrestling. 25. Billy RUSSEL, U.S.A., basketball.
7. Carl CAIN, U.S.A., basketball. 26. Al OERTER, U.S.A., discus.
8. Ron TOMSIC, U.S.A., basketball. 27. Leamon KING, US.A., 4 x 100 metres relay.
9. Jim BOYD, US.A., light-heavyweight boxing. 28. Igor NOVIKOV, U.S.S.R., modern pentathlon.
10. Shuzo SASAHARA, Japan, featherweight wrestling. 29, Tommy KONO, U.S.A., light-heavyweight weight-
11. Gholam TAKHTI, Iran, light-heavyweight wrestling. lifting.
12. Thane BAKER, U.S.A., 4 x 400 metres relay. 30. Ivan DERIUGIUNE, U.S.S.R., modern pentathlon.
13. Gib FORD, U.S.A., basketball. 31. Edoardo MANGIAROTTI, Italy, fencing.
14. Charlie JENKINS, U.S.A., 400 metres. 32. Igor RYBAK, U.S.S.R., lightweight weightlifting.
15. Dick BOUSHKA, U.S.A., basketball. 33. Paul ANDERSON, U.S.A., heavyweight weightlifting.
16. Glenn DAVIS, U.S.A., 400 metres hurdles. 34. Adhemar FERREIRA da SILVA, Brazil, hop step and
17. Bob MORROW, U.S.A., 100 metres, 200 metres, jump.
4 x 100 metres relay. 35. Alexandre TARASSOV, U.S.S.R., modern pentathlon.
18. John WALSH, U.S.A., basketball. 36. Gillian SHEEN, Great Britain and Northern Ireland,
19. Fleur MELLOR, Australia, 4 x 100 metres relay. fencing.
37. Issac BERGER, U.S.A., featherweight weightlifting.




IDENTITY CARDS AND PASSES

Olympic identity cards were mailed to National Olympic Committees six months prior
to the Games to provide for issues to all members of the International Olympic Committee,
International Federations and National Olympic Committees who proposed to come to the
Games, and for competitors and officials sent to Melbourne by the various National Olympic
Committees. Identity cards were also on issue to accredited pressmen, broadcasters and
photographers.

In all 8,037 identity cards were sent to Secretaries of National Olympic Committees for
use—280 green, 7,311 blue and 446 orange cards. The numbers were estimated at this end and
in only a few instances was it necessary to send Secretaries extra supplies.

As with previous Games, arrangements were made with the Government for these
identity cards, subject to compliance with instructions that were issued with them, to be
recognized as valid passports for entry into Australia. One proviso of the Immigration
Department was that all cards be issued under the authorization of the National Olympic
Committees. The Commonwealth Government dispensed with the payment of visa fees for
visitors coming to Melbourne for the Games.

The card provided space for particulars and photograph of the holder, which had to be
completed and certified by the National Olympic Committee of the country concerned and
signed by the holder. Provision was made for the appropriate government authority in the
holder's own country to certify the card as a valid passport permitting the person concerned to
depart from his own country, travel to Melbourne and return to his country.

The Olympic identity card was good for entry to Australia between Ist September and
8th December, 1956, and was valid until 31st January, 1957. This period could be extended on
specific application.

In actual practice, very few overseas countries gave formal approval to the use of these
identity cards as valid passports and practically all official visitors to the Games carried the
normal passport of their country. The identity card, however, did facilitate travel generally.
It had ancillary uses. For example, it was used as a free pass on government owned trams and
trains in and around Melbourne. It was used as a pass by competitors and officials into the
competitors' stand at the Main Stadium and into the particular stadium of the sport to which a
competitor or official was attached. It was also used as an identity pass into the Village for
those staying there.

Identity Card—opened out.
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XVI OLYMPIAD

The National Olympic Committees were authorized to issue Olympic identity cards to the
following official representatives attending the Games :—

(A) Green Cards—

1. Members and staff of the International Olympic Committee

2. Guests invited by the Organizing Committee

3. Presidents of National Olympic Committees and International Sporting
Federations

Chefs de Mission

Family members of persons mentioned above under 1-4

@os

(B) Blue Cards—

1. Representatives of National Olympic Committees

2. Officials of International Sporting Federations

3. Team leaders

4. Competitors

5. Referees and members of Juries approved by International Sporting
Federations

6. Officials approved by the National Olympic Committee

7. Assistant staff of teams (coaches, physicians, technical assistants, masseurs,
cooks and grooms)

(C) Orange Cards—
1. Press representatives
2. Radio and Television reporters
3. Photographers
4. Motion-picture photographers

Examples of Passes.
XVI OLYMPIAD, MELBOURNE, 1936, X"‘”_ OLYMPIAD, MELBOURNE, I':'-"SG\-.,‘

Main Stadium Mcc)
22 November=8 December, 1956

22 November—§ December, 1956
Ticker Wo., 9 2 3 Towed to

£ ey T TR T TN T AR R EE———
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BROADCASTER PHOTOGRAPHER
"

BOXING STADIUM
22 November - 8 December, 1956

PRESS

SEAT PASS

—— o

Press, Duty and other Passes.

Other Identity Cards and Passes

A variety of other identity cards and passes was issued to facilitate entry to venues for
official purposes, for traffic and in some instances merely to identify the individual.

A card, somewhat similar to that on issue to overseas competitors, was issued to members
of the Australian team and conferred the same rights.

Special identity cards, stamped with the name of their sport, were issued to sports
officials required to be in attendance at venues and training centres. Those required on the
arena at any given time wore distinguishing armbands.

A variety of passes, using a distinctive colour for each venue where strict control was
necessary, was used for pressmen, broadcasters, photographers, postal officials, catering staff,
messengers, ambulance men, official staff generally and others. These were printed to suit the
particular circumstances of classes of individuals and of venues.

111



The Royal Box at
the Main Stadium,

SEATING RESERVATIONS AT STADIA

The Organizing Committee arranged special reserved seating in the Main Stadium as
follows —

(a) For members of the International Olympic Committee and one member of their
families

(b) For the Presidents and Secretaries of each National Olympic Committee and of each
International Federation with one member of their families

(c) For members of National Olympic Committees and their guests (on the basis of
one ticket for every 20 competitors) ; for the Chef de Mission of each country ;
and for the Organizing Committee and its guests

(d) For members of the Juries
(e) For journalists, photographers, radio and television commentators and operators

(f) For competitors and officials

A special box was reserved for the representative of the Patron, Her Majesty the Queen,
and his retinue and guests.

In all other stadia smaller reservations were set aside for members of the International
Olympic Committee, Chairmen and Secretaries of National Olympic Committees and
International Federations, members of Juries, members of National Olympic Committees, and
for the Organizing Committee and a limited number of guests.
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Suitable reserved areas were also held in each of the smaller stadia for competitors and
officials taking part in the particular sport in the stadium concerned. Provision was made for
accredited pressmen, broadcasters, and photographers.

Special passes were issued to Guests of Honour and invited persons. Some 4,771 passes
were issued and seating held at the Main Stadium as follows :—

All venue passes .. .. .. .. 1,390
For all days of sport at the Main Stadium only .. . 2,939
Miscellaneous passes for particular days at the Main Stadium .. 442

In addition, on an average, tickets for about 600 seats at the Main Stadium were issued
daily as complimentaries.

Nine hundred and ninety-six seats were reserved at the Main Stadium for pressmen and
broadcasters.

A reservation of 1,226 seats was held on Opening Ceremony and Closing Ceremony Days
for the choir.

Reservations at smaller stadia 1.0.C. gﬁéﬂ ncl}iltll;etz Sn%m efgé?arfs
Swimming 42 458 443
Boxing 24 268 (a) 335
Gymnastics 24 268 200
Weightlifting 20 84 74
Wrestling 20 84 210
Basketball 24 144 157
Cycling 20 266 158
Football Preliminaries 20 180 b)
Hockey Preliminaries 20 100 gb)
Rowing and Canoeing 40 70 c
Fencing 12 (d) Fd}

(a) An additional 198 seats were reserved for the final night.

(b) Included in seating held for committees and guests, with unlimited availability in standing areas.

(c) In standing areas.

(d) Seating was not reserved in these halls. Guests and competitors were seated wherever seating was available.

The above reservations for the International Olympic Committee were found to be quite
adequate for the number of visitors at these events.

They were also adequate for committees and guests except, perhaps, for the finals of swimming
when there was some slight pressure on the reservations.  Although 1,390 " all venue passes " were
issued, the interest in the different sports carried on concurrently was such that all those interested
were always able to obtain suitable seating at the sport of their choice.

Details in relation to press and radio will be found in the sections dealing specifically with
those activities.
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The Box Office for sale of tickets was opened in April, 1955, almost twenty months prior
to the Games. Arrangements for planning of seating accommodation and sale of tickets were
placed under the control of the Administrative Director (Mr. P. W. Nette).

Preliminary planning and numbering of reserved seating in the various stadia commenced
early in 1954. This early start was necessary for an allocation of available seating under price
categories and for printing of tickets to be completed in time for the box office opening.

Throughout 1955 and 1956, a number of serious difficulties had to be overcome. The
existing boxing stadium was destroyed by fire. Pending construction of a new stadium, having
a somewhat different seating layout, ticket arrangements had to be delayed. Construction of
the new Velodrome was held up for some time. The venues for gymnastics and basketball
were eventually changed to other sites after tickets had been printed and many sold for the
original venue. Replacement of tickets for the new stadia caused some dislocation. These
difficulties were successfully overcome.

Because of the distance of Melbourne from Europe, Asia, and America, it was realised
that sale of tickets overseas would be restricted by availability of means of transport and that
most visitors would come by air. It was estimated that transport limitations would result in
not more than 8,000 visitors (excluding teams, press, radio, and the like) coming to Melbourne.
Accordingly reserved seating was held for each day of the Games to meet a likely demand for
purchase of tickets up to a maximum of 8,000 at the Main Stadium. These were spread over
the various price categories and were held until the end of September, 1956, after which time
any unsold reservations were passed over to the box office for sale over the counter.

This reservation proved to be adequate to ensure that all overseas visitors obtained
reasonable seating at the Main Stadium. In the small stadia, approximately 20 per cent. of
seating was set aside for overseas visitors. This proved to be sufficient also.

Prior to the opening of the box office to the public, sporting associations affiliated to the
Australian Olympic Federation were given a priority right to effect bookings for their members.
This right was used extensively. Specially reserved seating was also set aside for a period of
five months to provide for priority orders from National Olympic Committees, after which
period these reservations were transferred to the general overseas availability. This right was
not used extensively by the Committees.

TICKETS

Tickets were sold for individual sessions when more than one session took place each
day, except in the case of events held at the Main Stadium (Opening Ceremony, Athletics,
Hockey Semi-finals and Final, Football Semi-finals and Final, and Closing Ceremony), and for
Shooting at Williamstown and Laverton, and Rowing and Canoeing at Ballarat. In these
cases admission was for the day.

Tickets were printed in fifteen two-colour combinations, based on four basic colour
backgrounds and seven overprints. This provided one colour for each day of the Games.
The emblem of the sport being held, together with name of stadium, seat number, date, price,
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and clock faces showing times of commencement were shown on the face of the ticket, whilst on
the reverse side was shown a plan of the particular stadium indicating the position of the seat.
Design and printing provided a reasonable measure of security against forgery of the ticket.

Printing of the tickets was carried out in the security section of the Victorian Government
Printing Office.  Printing commenced in January, 1955. Altogether, including bulk stock
tickets for emergency purposes, 2,580,000 were printed and 1,341,483 were sold.

Facsimile of admission tickets showing the front and (below) the reverse side.

Thia ticket 1 sold wnd
purchased on the ewpress
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Prices of Admission Tickets.

Prices (Including Entertainments Tax).
Event. Venue. Dates—1956.
Reserved Seating. Un-reserved Sections.
Opening Ceremony Main Stadium Nov. 22nd £34s.,£23s.,£1 11s,, | 1ls., 9s., 6s. 7d.
Athletics Main Stadium Nov. 23rd-Dec. Ist £1 1s., 16s., 11s.,
Closing Ceremony (and | Main Stadium Dec. 8th 9s.
Football Final)
Basketball Exhibition Building Nov. 22nd-Dec. Ist | £1 2s., 11s.
Boxing West Melbourne Stadium | Nov. 23rd—Nov. 30th | £3 141S., £2 3s., £1 2s., | 5s. 4d.
S.
Boxing (Finals Night) West Melbourne Stadium | Dec. 1Ist £5£11S-é£3 ‘l‘i, £2 3s,,
s., 11s.
Canoeing Ballarat Nov. 30th-Dec. 1st £1 2s. .. 11s.
Cycling Olympic Park Dec. 3rd, 4th, and 6th | £1 2s., 13s. 6d.
Cycling Road Race Broadmeadows Dec. 7th £1 6s.
Feéncin St. Kilda Town Hall Nov. 23rd-Dec. 7th Ss. 4d.
Footba%l(Soccer) Olympic Park Nov. 23rd-Dec. 1st £12s. 11s., 6s. 7d.
Football (Soccer) (Semi- | Main Stadium Dec. 4th, 5th, and 7th | £1 2s., 11s., 6s. 7d. | 6s. 7d.
finals and 3rd/4th Match)
Gymnastics West Melbourne Stadium | Dec. 3rd-Dec. 7th £1 2s., 1ls.
Hockey . Olympic Park Nov. 23rd-Nov. 30th | 11s. 6s. 7d.
Hockey (Semi-finals, 3rd/4th | Main Stadium Dec. 3rd and 6th £12s., 11s.,6s.7d... | 6s. 7d.
Match and Final)
Modern Pentathlon—
Riding Oaklands Nov. 23rd 11s.
Fencing Exhibition Building Nov. 24th S5s. 4d.
Shooting Williamstown Nov. 26th 5s. 4d.
Swimming Olympic Park Nov. 27th 5s. 4d.
Cross Country Run Oaklands Nov. 28th .. No charge
Rowing . Ballarat Nov. 23rd—Nov. 27th | £23s. 11s.
Shooting—ClayPigeon Laverton Nov. 30th-Dec. 1st .. 11s.
Shooting—Rifle and Pistol | Williamstown Nov. 30th-Dec. 5th iy 11s.
Swimming Olympic Park Nov. 28th-Dec. 7th | £3 1418., £2 3s., £1 2s,,
S
Weightlifting Exhibition Building Nov. 23rd—Nov. 26th | 16s., 11s., 5s. 4d.
Wrestling Exhibition Building Nov. 28th-Dec. 6th 16s., 11s., 5s. 4d.
Yachting Port Phillip Bay Nov. 26th-Dec. 5th .. No charge

TICKET SALES

Ticket sales overseas were not very extensive, approximately 110,000 only being sold.
Of these about 56,000 went to New Zealand and the Pacific Islands, 22,000 to U.S.A. and
Canada and 18,000 to the United Kingdom. Some 14,000 were spread over the rest of the
world.  Tickets in small groups were sold to people in some 60 overseas countries.

Sales within Australia on the other hand were satisfactory. There were -capacity
attendances at the Main Stadium for the Opening Ceremony, Athletics, and the Closing
Ceremony, also at Swimming, Gymnastics, Cycling, and Fencing. Sales for other sports were
reasonable except in the cases of Canoeing, Shooting, and Modern Pentathlon, where they
were poor. There was no enclosure for Yachting and no sale of tickets.

Arrangements were made during 1954 whereby the whole of the banks established in
Australia, together with the internal and external airlines connected with Australian tourist trade,
and the shipping company carrying passengers between Australia and New Zealand, made
available their offices and staffs to provide booking agencies on an honorary basis. These
agencies successfully carried through an important national work in arranging the sale of
tickets overseas and in other States of the Commonwealth of Australia. Two important
international tourist agencies also handled overseas ticket sales, but on a commission basis.
Requisitions for tickets received through these agencies were finalized in the Organizing
Committee's central booking office.
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The box office for over-the-counter sales in the City of Melbourne was established at the
Myer Emporium, the largest store in Melbourne, where some 4,000 square feet of floor space
was set aside to handle the early rush for tickets. Sub-agencies of Myers were opened in other
Australian capital cities for over-the-counter sales also.

Bulk stocks of tickets were held partly in strongrooms at the Myer box office and partly
in the strongrooms of the Australia and New Zealand Bank, the Committee's bankers.

Because tickets were supplied only on requisition, covered by cash, or on over-the-counter
sales, there was no difficulty, as in past Olympics, over the return at the last moment of large
batches of unused tickets from overseas countries. Nor were there any bad debts arising from
agency sales.

The gross value of sales of tickets for the Games was £1,205,415 1s. 4d.  In addition a small
charge was made for entrance to training sessions, particularly of swimming, and receipts under this
heading amounted to £26,558.

The extraordinary scene at the opening of the box office for over-the-
counter sale of tickets. The queue extended for nearly half a mile.
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Ticket sales for each day or session of sport are shown in the following statement :—

Ticket Sales.

Sessions : Numb .
DIgISeG» }XI %32?:12)%11. Event. Venue. TicllilgserSo(id_ Value.
N. Night.
£

Nov. 22 A Opening Ceremony Main Stadium 87,733
87,733 80,876

23 M. A. Athletics ” ” 65,001

24 M. A. ' . " 82,767

26 M. A. ' ' . 85,821

27 M. A. . . " 75,423

28 M. A. ’ ’ " 91,119

29 M. A. . ’ » 89,583

30 M. A. ’ " " 85,092

Dec. 1 M. A. ’ ’ " 86,425
661,231 621,328

Nov. 22 N. Basketball Exhibition Building 2592

23 A. " ’ " 1,301

N. » » » 2,555

24 M. " ’ " 1,613

A. » ”» » 2,505

N. » » » 2,968

26 M. ’ . ” 2,256

A. » » » 2,337

N. » » » 3,020

27 M. " ’ " 1,336

A. » » » 2,680

N. » » » 2,996

28 M. " ’ " 1,495

A. » » » 2,640

N. » » » 2978

29 M. ’ ' ” 1815

A. » » » 3,106

N. » » » 3,111

30 M. " ’ " 2,395

A. » » » 3,126

N. » » » 3,028

Dec. 1 M. ' ' ’ 2,536

A. » » » 3,051

N. » » » 3,116
» ’ 60,556 45,289

Nov. 23 N. Boxing West Melbourne 2,141

24 A. " ’ ” 419

N. » » » 2,789

26 A. " " , 653

N. » » » 3,051

27 A. " " ’ 748

N. » » » 3,514

28 N. » » ” 4474

29 A. " ’ ” 778

N. » » ” 4,286

30 A. " ’ ’ 1,547

N. » » » 5,536

Dec. 1 N. » » 5,692
’ ” 35,628 46,264

Nov. 30 A. Canoeing Ballarat 771

Dec. 1 M. A ’ ’ 1,798
2,569 1,949

Dec. 3 A. Cycling Olympic Park 7,210

N. » ” ’ 7,169

4 N. » " " 7,230

6 N. » » » 7,225

7 M. Cycling (Road Race) Broadmeadows 738
29,572 23,810
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Ticket Sales—continued.

D MSeMSSions :
1056 | A. Aftemoon. Event. Venue. Taumber, of Value.
N. Night.
£

Nov. 23 .- Fencing St. Kilda 1,144

24 .. ’ ’ 1,387

26 .. ’ ' 1,253

27 .- ’ ’ 1,565

28 .. ’ ’ 2,046

29 o ’ ’ 1,763

30 .- ’ ’ 1,615

Dec. 1 .. ’ ’ 1,869

3 .- ’ ’ 2,689

4 ’ ’ 2,300

5 ’ ’ 2,233

6 ’ ’ 903
» » 20,767 5,002

Nov. 24 A. Football (Soccer) Olympic Park 11,999

26 A. ’ ' ’ 3,693

27 A. ’ ' ’ 3,507

28 A. ’ ' ’ 5,292

29 A. ’ ' ’ 3,228

30 A. ’ ’ ’ 6,748

Dec. 1 M. ' ' ’ 7413

A. ’ ’ 6,735

4 A. ' " Main Stadium 16,626

5 A. ’ ' ’ ’ 21,077

7 A. ’ ’ ’ ' 21,236
— 107,554 69,806

Dec. 3 M. Gymnastics West Melbourne 3,950

A. ’ ’ , 3,944

4 M. ’ ’ . 3,949

A. ’ » » 3,953

N. » ’ ’ 3,943

5 M. ’ » » 3,954

A. ’ ’ , 3,947

6 M. ’ » » 3,959

A. ’ » » 3,949

N. ’ » » 3,945

7 M. ’ » » 3,957

A. ’ » » 3,940
47,390 37,317

Nov. 23 M. Hockey Olympic Park 615

A. » » » 802

24 A. ’ ’ ’ 1,285

26 M. » ’ » 1,019

A. ’ ’ ’ 1,288

27 A. ’ ’ ” 1,178

28 M. ’ ’ ’ 1,138

A. ’ » ’ 1,284

29 A. » » ’ 1,170

Nov. 30 M. » ’ ’ 1,723

A. ’ ’ ’ 1,750

Dec. 1 A. . » » 884

3 A. ’ Main Stadium 10,805

6 A. ’ ’ ’ 15,619
40,560 25,125

Modern Pentathlon—

Nov. 23 M. Riding Oaklands 2,108

24 M. Fencing Exhibition Building 168

26 M. Shooting Williamstown 30

27 A. Swimming Olympic Park 1,602

28 M. Running Oaklands No Charge

3,908 1,506

Nov. 23 M. A Rowing Ballarat 2,977

24 M. A ’ ’ 5,255

26 M. A ’ ’ 4,111

27 A » ’ 13,631
25,974 22,027
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Ticket Sales—continued.

Date :
1956.

Sessions :
M. Morning.
A. Afternoon.
N. Night.

Event.

Venue.

Number of
Tickets Sold.

Value.

Nov.
Dec.

Nov.
Dec.

Nov.

Dec.

Nov.

Nov.

Dec.

Dec.

29

wnmhw— O

28
29
30

N o v AW

23
24
26

28
29
30

AN W B~ W =

S T T

2> 237 >

ZRZZZgZgZ22 722872

>

Shooting—
Clay Pigeon
Target

2

’

Football
Closing Ceremony

(Soccer) Final and

Williamstown

Olympic Park

Exhibition Building

Exhibition Building

Main Stadium

Total

24
331
409
764

71
198
171

83
634

4,410
5,018
4,998
4,996
1,162
4,984
5,032
4,998
5,037
5,024
5,022
5,015
5,031
5,027
5,031
5,031
5,031
4,958
5,030

90,835

9,374

29,718
86,716

86,716

404

325

124,376

4,764

15,821

79,426

1,341,483

1,205,415
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HOUSING AND CATERING

HOUSING AND CATERING SUB-COMMITTEE
Mr. N. D. CARLYON, 0.B.E. Chairman

Mr. T. CARLYON Mr. W. KIRKHOPE
Mr. J. C. CARRODUS Mr. G. MOIR
Brigadier C. M. L. ELLIOTT, O.B.E. Mr. D. R. MCCARTNEY

Mr. R. G. NESBITT

The Housing and Catering Sub-Committee was responsible for housing, catering and
amenities for teams at Heidelberg and Ballarat. It also made arrangements for letting of
contracts to provide light refreshments for the public at arenas and for services to teams as, for
example, hairdressing.  Public and private liquor bars were operated at arenas and about one and
a half million people were supplied with light refreshments.

In 1953 the Government of the Commonwealth of Australia decided to lend £2,000,000
to the Victorian Government free of interest until after the Games to build homes under
the Housing Commission programme. These homes were to form the Olympic Village and
were to be made available, after the Games, to members of the public for whom the Victorian
Government, through the Commission, normally builds homes, either to rent or to buy. The
area chosen was vacant land in the Heidelberg area.

The Housing Commission determined the general lay-out of the Village and decided on
two main types of buildings—concrete and brick veneer. They consisted of two- and three-
storied flats and individual houses. The building units varied from one to three bedrooms, with
living room, kitchen, bathroom, laundry, and lavatory.

The building of the Heidelberg Village was done by two construction authorities. The
storm water drains, the sewerage, gas and water mains, together with the houses (or homes),
were built under the authority of the Victorian Housing Commission through its panel of
architects. The temporary buildings (kitchens, dining r