Return trj

. Viethamese asylum

seekers will be at
"'c'evntrg of diplopfa

+

0 &

‘the \

Apocalypse Now,

"+ Hong Kong’s own version of that
Scene was played oyt this week a¢
gung-ho government Security forces |
pulled out of the High Island Viet- -

* 1ng boiling

pants,.

kely, it was thejr way of thumbing a

collective noge at Charlie”.

For Asia’s finest the smell of vic-

used so liberally in the violent rajd in

April at the Whitehead camp.

OMBAT choppers
SWept in from the seq s
. blasting out the strains'
agner hoping to
terrify “Charlie into -
submission - j Was a scene made
amous in the Vietnam War film

- gees (UNHCR)

; .+ amid cheers from the he] meted occy.

. Maybe it wag their intention to
‘ Signal a government victory or, more

Tuesday Was a day when things
Went more right thap wrong for the
overnment - they Temoved a

+

Known officially as the Orderly

Repam'ation Programme (ORP), the.

sJovernment is “allowed” to send
back a limited number of Vietnam.

»€se based on approvals from Hanoi.

18 picture, the 60 or so

! 24,000 remain; ng in the territory, if
- the ORP resumes in earnest as the
" Government has promised.. - .

And there’s the, rub. Hong Ko)ﬁg
. "H4% 4 problem it hobes will Just fade ~ g

" and asylum seekers,

As the deadline of the end of next

¢ year for' clearing the camps looms,
[ the pressure of how to take such a
. large number of people — 50,000 if
© You include the rest of Asia — out of

etention centres ang but them on
aircraft bound for Vietnam is reach.
i point.’ -

Top officials of the Uniteq Na-
tions High ommissioner for Refu-
are worried. The
oW preside over what is effectively
a huge group of illegal immigrants ay
a time wheq their services could be

* best deployed elsewhere.

At the same time, they can’t just

With the US as the most inflyen.
tial signatory to the | 989-established

. Comprehensive Plan of Action

(CPA) Boverning the repatriation
and resettlément of the Vietnamese
boat people, the policy turnaround
will be officially announced in the
coming monthg. :

. It will withous doubt send 2 clear
sigpal to those in the camps that

P

. effectively the High

point of view wil] be mak}tg it hap-
ben. The number of people volun-
‘teering for repatriation hag dropped
to insignificant levels and this must
€ Overcome,

If people won’t volunteer, they
must be deported and as was wit.
Dessed at High Island thig week,

1ave dug in their heels.

.. 10 being removed. The Vietnamese_

Ow long it can justify being what s
i ommissioner
for Illegal Immigrants, The Goverp-
ment is also exploring ways ofasking
Vietnam to take back its people en
masse.

In a visit to Hanoi this month,
British Foreign Secretary Douglas
Hurd Sweetened the pot by announc-
inga £30 million'(HK$340 million)
aid package for Vietnam,

¢ proffered the incentive as he
discussed the issue of Tepatriating
the territory’s boat people. It was not
exactly subtle byt this hardly Mmatters
in the context ofa problem that costs
Hong Kong $1 billion a year.

‘Hong Kong has 4
problem it hopes will
just fade away, but
the Viethamese Issue
“has returned 1o the
iInternationgl stage
and threatens 1o mire
the lerritory in g
battle of wits,
diplomars, lawyers
and asylum seekers

handfu] of people for deportation on
Thursday and Friday — it cost mil-
lions, It also costdozens of Vietham-
ese physically as their attem pistore-
sist Correctional Services Depart-
ment and police’ officers were put
down with fists, feet and truncheons,

fthe rest of the Vietnamese pop-
ulation resists, Hong Kong televis-

lon viewers wil] see repeat after re-
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. The UN HCRis already assessidé -
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to reality

would happen again if people did not

volunteer for repatriation, .
He places the onus of that need

on the internationga] community

- Which has deemed . the Viethamese
:TUSt return to Vietnam, .
- Healso écknowledged that there -

Was a hard way ang aneasy way. The
€asy way is obviously volunteermg, '

tion.
. What Hong Kong really need
and what the internationa] commu-

Sent in to extract them for deporta/

asked to decide on a time-frame for

Hong Kong Jahanshah Assadi has
fallen short of calling for a withdraw.
alin Hong Kong, but he does say that
with the imminent completion of the
Screening process, a primary obliga-
tion of the UNHCR would have
been fulfilled.

Even agency workers who have
traditionally fought against forceq
repatriation have changed thejr
stance,

Most non-Government Agencies
(NGOs) ow say that Vietnap js the

authorities and difficult conditions,
but on balance prefer it to life jn the
camps.

nation tends to run wild.,
In effect 1997 is the real deadline
even if December Next year is the

wouldn’t let them.
Conversely, if Vietnam does give
the nod to large scale deportations
and heavy-handeq raids become
niecessary to Temove people, Hong
Ong can argue that it has no other
option thap tg follow the directives
of the international community,




There is also the problem qf
abc;{}tm?;()() people in Hpng.Kongs
camps who are not ethnic Yxetnaxir(l-
ese or have other traits \.Nhlch\ make
them unacceptable to Vietnam.

A group of ethnic-Chinese Camf-
bodians were mysteriously given rei-
"ugee status aftwawyers began

. The spectre of court action over

“ the remaining questionable groups
of Taiwanese, ethnic Chinese and"
New Caledonians could see further
detainees being given a refugee card.
There are enough problems on

the horizon for Hong Kong without
more court action. ’ '

* the impending legal action.
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Jounti h : tion to
mounting a habeas corpus ac
challenge the legality of their deten-
tion in the territory.

! The Government and the
UNHCR deny that the granting of
refugee status after years of sitting in
detention had anything to do with

. And, if the number of deporta- \
tion flight passengers continues at
this week’s rate of 33 peoplé per
plane, there would have to be a
whopping 700-plus flights to clear

the backlog — at $1.35 million per
flight. Something for the taxpayer to
“think about? . . '
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