
The use of Depleted Uranium Munitions in Afghanistan
Dan Fahey

July 5, 2003

The use of DU munitions by the US and its allies in the war in Afghanistan remains unclear. Claims 
about the use of DU munitions in Afghanistan have neither been confirmed by the US military, nor 
verified by independent investigations. Nonetheless, it appears likely that US forces may have used 
some DU munitions, and the Taliban and/or al Qaeda may have possessed DU rounds. 
According to news reports, several US weapons that shoot DU rounds have been used in combat in 
Afghanistan. The Air Force A-10 aircraft has shot 30mm ammunition while attacking ground 
targets in Afghanistan on at least eight occasions between March 2002 and April 2003.1 The Marine 
Corps AV-8B aircraft, another DU shooter, reportedly fired its cannons at combatants in April 
2003.2 
Several light armored vehicles (LAVs) were involved in a nighttime gunfight on 7 December 2001 
near Kandahar,3 but it is not clear whether DU rounds were used in this battle. There is no credible 
evidence to substantiate claims that US forces have used missiles and/or bombs in Afghanistan that 
contain DU4 or natural uranium,5 although these claims occasionally appear in press stories.6 
The use of DU munitions by Al Qaeda, Taliban, Northern Alliance or other Afghan forces is 
unknown given currently available public information, although the US Department of Defence has 
stated that DU munitions were found in December 2001 among captured al Qaeda weapons near 
Kandahar. On three occasions, US Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld confirmed the discovery 
of DU ammunition,7 although the quantity, caliber, and origin of the rounds remain unclear. 
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Force," The Washington Post (8 March 2002) A1. Eric Schmitt, "American Planes Foil an Attack 
on an Airfield in Afghanistan," The New York Times (22 May 2002) A9. Cesar G. Soriano, "U.S. 
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