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Group of more than 40 organisations calls
for an EU Directive to promote renewable
heating and cooling — 25% by 2020

Brussels, 07.04.2005,

Today a joint declaration urging for an EU directive in the field of renewable
heating and cooling was presented by a large group of supporters. Initiated by
the European Renewable Energy Council, the declaration calls upon the EU
Institutions to act in the missing field of legislation: the neglected giant of
renewable heating and cooling.

Ole Pilgaard, member of the EREC Board of Directors and President of
ESTIF' said: “Europe claims to be at the forefront of renewable energy
development worldwide., which is true. But looking at the facts Europe is only
at the forefront of developing renewable electricity technologies so far. This is
a good and important start, but not enough. In order to develop the full
potential of renewables, clear and coherent legislative action is needed in the
field of renewable heating and cooling as well.”

Nearly half of the European energy consumption is needed in the heating
sector, but there is not yet one piece of legislation on European level in place
that aims to increase the share of renewable heating and cooling production.
The promotion of renewable heating and cooling production is not only
necessary to fulfil the EU targets in the renewable energy sector, but will also
significantly contribute to the reduction of the EU’'s energy import
dependence, to the reduction of greenhouse gases and to the creation of
sustainable jobs.

Stephan Singer from WWF stated ” Europe needs to develop stronger policies
to promote renewable energies in all sectors. A directive for renewable
heating and cooling with a legally-binding target of 25% by 2020 will be
extremely important to cut CO2 emissions over and beyond the Kyoto targets
which all need to be strengthened post 2012 to protect the climate”.

L ESTIF - European Solar Thermal Industry Federation



The declaration calls for a Directive, which is setting an overall EU target of
25% renewable heating and cooling. This should be broken down into
different mandatory targets for the Member States. The proposed measures
within the Directive are the setting of framework conditions for promotion
mechanisms in the Member States, the removing of administrative barriers,
common statistical procedures and the raising of awareness.

The declaration was initiated by the European Renewable Energy Council and
supported by more than 40 organisations from 19 different Member States
ranging from major NGOs, such as Greenpeace, WWF, CAN Europe and
Friends of the Earth to business chambers, the IEA-Solar Heating & Cooling
Programme, energy agencies as well as both European and national business
and industry associations.

Notes to editors:

e EREC, the European Renewable Energy Council (EREC) is the umbrella organisation
of the major European renewable energy industry, trade and research associations
active in the field of photovoltaics, small hydropower, solar thermal, biomass,
geothermal and wind energy

e Renewable heating and cooling comes from biomass, solar thermal or geothermal
energy

e The full text of the declaration can be downloaded at
www.erec-renewables.org/publications/RES heating cooling.htm

Supporting organisations:

Assaociation for the Promotion of Renewable Energies (BE), Asociacion de Productores de
Energias Renovables (ES), Associacao Portuguesa de Produtores Independentes de Energia
Elétrica de Fontes Renovaveis (PT), Bundesverband Erneuerbare Energie e.V. (DE),
Budapest University of Technology & Economics (HU), Climate Action Network, European
Technical Contractors Committee for the Construction Industry, Comité de Liaison Energies
Renouvelables (FR), The European Association for the Promotion of Cogeneration, Centre for
Renewable Energy Sources (GR), Cyprus Institute of Energy (CY), Czech Renewable Energy
Agency (CZ), The Danish Organisation for Renewable Energy (DK), Stichting DE Koepel
(NL), Energy Centre Bratislava (SK), EC Baltic Renewable Energy Centre (PL), European
Copper Institute, Energie Citiés, European Renewable Energies Federation, European Forum
for Renewable Energy Sources, EUROSOLAR e.V., European Federation of Regional Energy
and Environment Agencies, Friends of the Earth Europe, Greenpeace International,
International Energy Agency-Solar Heating & Cooling Programme, International Geothermal
Association, International Solar Energy Society, Sezzione lItaliana dell'International Solar
Energy Society (IT), Lithuanian Energy Institute (LT), Malta Energy Efficiency and Renewable
Energies Association (MT), Organisatie voor Duurzame Energie (BE), Parliamentary
Renewable and Sustainable Energy Group (UK), Riga Technical University (LV), Syndicat
des Energies Renouvelables (FR), Tallinn University of Technology (EE), Biomass Asbl (BE),
Worldwide Fund for Nature, EPO, Dachverband Energie-Klima in der Wirtschaftskammer
Osterreich (AT).



