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Frequently Asked Questions: 
1. What is the Virginia state legislature? 
The Virginia legislature, also known as the General Assembly, consists of the Senate of Virginia and the 
House of Delegates. It is the branch of government that makes and changes the laws of the state. 
 
2. How many state legislators are there? 
There are 140 legislators--40 Senators and 100 Delegates. 
 
 3. What are the lengths of terms for members of the Senate and the House of Delegates? 
Senators serve four-year terms, and Delegates serve two-year terms. 
 
 4. What are the qualifications of legislators? 
Any person may be elected to the Senate or the House of Delegates who, at the time of the election, is 
twenty-one years of age, is a resident of the district which they are seeking to represent, and is qualified to 
vote for legislators of the General Assembly. If they move from the district for which they are elected, they 
must vacate their office. 
 
 5. What is the salary of a state legislator? 
Senators receive an annual salary of $18,000; Delegates receive an annual salary of $17,640. 
 
 6. When does the General Assembly meet for session? 
The General Assembly convenes each year on the second Wednesday in January. In even-numbered 
years, the session is held for 60 days, unless extended by a two-thirds vote of both houses. In odd-
numbered years, the session is held for 30 days, unless extended by a two-thirds vote of both houses. 
The Governor may convene a special session when it is deemed necessary or advisable and must do so 
when petitioned by two-thirds of the legislators of both houses. 
 
A reconvened session is held on the sixth Wednesday after adjournment of each regular or special session 
for the purpose of considering the governor’s recommendations and vetoed legislation. 
 
 7. Under what rules does the legislature operate? 
The General Assembly is established by the Virginia Constitution (Article IV). The same Article sets certain 
requirements for the enactment of laws by the General Assembly. The Senate and the House of Delegates 
also establish their own rules regarding the organization of their respective houses, as well as governing 
procedures for referral of bills and debating. Joint rules may from time to time be established by the two 
houses for the joint conduct of business, such as electing judges or setting a schedule for the session. In 
addition to these resources, both the Senate and the House of Delegates also provide that Jefferson’s 
Manual of Parliamentary Practice shall be used as a resource, provided there is no conflict with the rules 
adopted by the respective house. 
 
 8. Who are the leaders of the General Assembly? 
The Lieutenant Governor is the presiding officer of the Senate and is elected in a statewide election for a 
term of four years. In the event of his/her absence, the President pro tempore carries out the duties of the 
presiding officer. The President pro tempore is elected by the Senate for a term of four years and must be a 
senior legislator. The Senate has a Majority Leader and the Minority Leader elected by their respective 
caucuses. 
 
The Speaker of the House is the presiding officer of the House of Delegates. The House of Delegates elects 
the Speaker from its membership in even-numbered years for a term of two years. The Majority Leader and 
the Minority Leader are elected by their respective caucuses for a term of two years. 
 



 

 9. How can I obtain a list of all legislators' e-mail addresses? 
Legislators email addresses are available on the General Assembly web site:  http://legis.state.va.us 
 
 10. How can I determine my district and legislators? 
Use Who’s My Legislator, on the General Assembly web site, to determine your district and legislators. 
 
 11. The information I need is not on the web site. Where can I get help? 
If the information you want pertains to the technical aspects of the web site, contact the Web Administrators. 
Otherwise, you should contact the Senate Information and Constituent Services Office at (804) 698-7410 or 
the House of Delegates Information and Public Relations Office at (804) 698-1500. 
 
 12. Can I search bills from a previous session?  
Bills from 1994 to the present are searchable on the Division of Legislative Automated Systems (DLAS) web 
site at http://leg1.state.va.us/. This web site links to the Legislative Information Systems (LIS) via the Bill 
Status section of Legislative Information. 
 
 13. Are the Senate and House Rules online? 
The Senate and House Rules are available online. For a bound copy, contact the Senate Information and 
Constituent Services Office at (804) 698-7410 or the House of Delegates Information and Public Relations 
Office at (804) 698-1500. 
 
 14. Where can I find the Code of Virginia, the Virginia Administrative Code, and the Virginia Register 
of Regulations? 
You can find the Code of Virginia, the Virginia Administrative Code, and the Virginia Register of Regulations 
at the Virginia Code Commission web site at http://legis.state.va.us/codecomm/codhome.htm. 
 
 15. What is a bill/resolution, and who can introduce it? 
A bill is a written document which proposes a new law, an amendment to an existing law, or the repeal of an 
existing law. A resolution is legislation which requests a study or expresses legislative opinion on issues. 
Resolutions do not have the force of law. Bills and resolutions must be introduced by a member of the 
legislature. 
 
 16. When do laws go into effect? 
Unless a specific effective date is provided in the bill, all laws from a regular session become effective on 
July 1. Laws passed at a special session become effective on the first day of the fourth month following 
adjournment, unless otherwise specified. If a law has an emergency clause, the effective date will be the 
day that it is signed by the Governor. 
 
 17. Who is allowed to attend the proceedings of a legislative session? 
The public is allowed to view House and Senate sessions from the galleries located on the mezzanines of 
the Capitol. No tickets are required, but seating is limited. Senate and House sessions are broadcast by a 
closed circuit television in various committee and conference rooms. 
 
The only persons allowed access to the floor of the Senate during session are the President of the Senate, 
members of the General Assembly, state officers and employees of the Clerk of the Senate and the Clerk of 
the House of Delegates, and representatives of the news media in such numbers as may be seated in 
accommodations provided for them at the press tables. 
 
The only persons allowed on the floor of the House Chamber are members and former members of the 
House and Senate, members of Congress, state officers, judges, officers, and employees of the General 
Assembly, and such others as the Speaker may designate. 


