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BAR

dance....eat....drink....dance....eat....drink
Arches X & Y, Granary Wharf, Leeds, LS1

4BR T: 0113 245 6555

Lunch time specials everyday to choose from including a 
choice of delicious sandwiches, wraps and larger main meals:

Call in or visit our website to see our menu for a full list of dishes.

• Special offers on beers & wine 
(see in the bar for more details)

• 5 screens including 1 large projection screen 
to cover all events this summer

• Available for private hire (including Saturdays)
Internet bookings being taken

W: www.bar-home.co.uk
E: bar.home@btconnect.com
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NORTHSIDE 4

0113 279 5696
1 Royds Lane, Wortley Ring Road, Leeds LS12 6DU

www.thetiletrader.co.uk

Ever thought
about under

floor heating?
Ask for details

FREEPHONE
0800 731 4835

www.gfsplastics.co.uk

Complete replacement service

• No external contractors

• No pressure salesmen

• Black, white and wood effect UPVC available 

• Colour-match service also available

• Payments plans available

• Local family business est. 1995

15 YEAR 
GUARANTEE

on materials and labour

BEFORE

AFTER

GFS Plastics
Unit G

Rowan Court
Rawdon, Leeds

LS19 7DT
Behind Rawdon

Fire Station

MORFITT SHAW
Independent 

Estate & Letting
Agents

MORFITT SHAW
Independent estate agents

We charge just 0.75%
to sell your home
Free valuations

No extended lock in period 
Open 7 days & late nights

• No sale, no charge • Tenant finding and vetting •
• Owner managed • Free ads •

• Large buyer and tenant database •
• Properties listed on major portals •

80 Street Lane, Leeds LS8 2AL (opposite The Streets of Leeds)

Tel: 0113 393 0113  Fax: 0870 220 3169
www.morfittshaw.co.uk  email: sales@morfittshaw.co.uk

Big enough to impress, small enough to care
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LIVE BEAUTIFULLY.

up to 3 years 
Interest FREE Credit available
Please ask for further details

FENG.  Design: Didier Gomez. The perfect marriage of elegance and comfort; an open invitation to relax.

To find more inspiration, visit   LIGNE ROSET, LEEDS  at CHRISTOPHER PRATTS
CHRISTOPHER PRATTS Fine Furnishings, Regent Street, Leeds   Tel: 0113 234 8000   Open: Monday to Friday 10 - 6, Saturday 9 - 6, Sunday 11 - 5
www.cprat ts .co.uk Free Delivery throughout Yorkshire.  Massive FREE Private Car Park.  Just 200 metres from Headrow and The Playhouse

LOWEST Prices in the Summer SALE
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FRONT COVER: Debut white
broderie anglais dress from
Debenhams. See page 12 for details
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NORTHSIDE 6

ROMANY
marble & granite

IImmppoorrtteerrss  aanndd  ssuuppppll iieerrss  ttoo  tthhee
ttrraaddee  aanndd  ggeenneerraall  ppuubbll iicc..

PPlleeaassee  ccaall ll   ffoorr  aa
nnoo  oobbll iiggaatt iioonn  qquuoottee  aanndd  ssuurrvveeyy..

RRoommaannyy  MMaarrbbllee  &&  GGrraannii ttee
RRoommaannyy  HHoouussee,,  GGrraannggeeff iieelldd  IInndduussttrr iiaall  EEssttaattee

GGrraannggeeff iieelldd  RRooaadd,,  SSttaannnniinngglleeyy,,  LLeeeeddss,,  
LLSS2288  66JJTT

TTeell::  00111133  22556699770000  FFaaxx::  00111133  22556699775500
wwwwww..rroommaannyyggrraannii ttee..ccoo..uukk

Bathrooms

3b Harrogate Road, Rawdon, Leeds LS196HW
Tel: 01113 250 9918

www.mandarinbathrooms.co.uk

Exclusive Ranges
Extensive Full Display Showroom

Sanitaryware
Bathroom Furniture

Whirlpool & Steam Cabins
Showers & Enclosures

Radiators & Towel Rails
Bathroom Accessories

Natural Wall & Floor Coverings

Understated luxury without limitations

M

Design & Installation 
Service Available

SUMMER SALE
NOW ON

Brintons carpets 10% off
Ulster carpets 10% off
Karndean flooring 10% off

Hardwood flooring to clear from £5 m2
Heavy duty 80/20 wool twist from £16 m2
Karndean Woodplank bevel edged £21.60 m2

Hundreds of carpet remnants
available from our warehouse 

at clearance prices.

Westgate, Otley  

01943 462742
All major credit cards accepted

office furnishings

FREEPHONE: 0808 155 0160
t: 0113 272 1441
f: 0113 272 1881

www.withygrove.co.uk

• Safes

• Seating

• Reception desks

• Lockers

• Key cabinets

• Steel storage Safes

W I T H Y  G R O V E
L E E D S
L I M I T E D
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People’sChampion

FACE TO FACE

A straight sets defeat to Roger Federer may have put pay to Tim
Henman’s Wimbledon hopes this year, but he’s not down. But
what of the future? Susan Preston posed the questions.

T
im Henman has held and
dashed the nation’s
aspirations of a British
winner of the Wimbledon
men’s title for years, but
his fighting spirit is set to

keep us on the edge of our seats for a
little while longer.

“I plan to play tennis (on the
professional stage) for another one to
three years and still aim to win
Wimbledon,” Tim told me during a visit
he made to the Ilkley Lawn Tennis and
Squash Club.

Only a couple of weeks after suffering
defeat and disappointment at Wimbledon
at the hands of the tournament’s eventual
winner, Roger Federer, Tim has, in his
usual pragmatic way, dealt with the blow
and is looking forward. His legions of
fans may not share his level of
expediency, but will hopefully all have
grown their fingernails back and had
their pacemakers fitted in time for next
year’s Wimbledon attempt by Henners.

“2006 was a disappointing Wimbledon
for me, but I join a long list of players
that Federer has beaten on grass,” he said.

Tim’s love of and passion for the game

is as strong as ever, as he demonstrated
to young tennis enthusiasts from Ilkley
when he offered them his expert advice
and presented trophies to them at a
special tennis event. The former world
number four, looking in fine form, was
guest of honour at the event, sponsored
by Appleyard Jaguar in Bradford.
Children from local schools and the
club’s junior programme were invited to
take part in coaching and competitive
activities.

Commenting on the day, Tim said: “I
have fond memories of Ilkley, as I
competed here at the very beginning of
my tennis career. There is certainly a
great deal of young talent at the club and
I hope to see some of them at
Wimbledon in the future.”

Tim, now 31, was just two when he
started playing tennis with his parents
and two older brothers on the family’s
court. He said he knew from a very early
age that he wanted to be a professional
tennis player. It was certainly a talent
that ran in the family: his grandfather,
Henry Billington, competed at
Wimbledon and reached the third round
in 1948, 1950 and 1951.

Although victory at Wimbledon has to
date eluded Tim, he has reached four
Wimbledon semi-finals and three
quarter-finals. Each and every year
hundreds of thousands of people across
the nation will him to victory and it is a
pressure he always appears to take in his
stride.

“Of course, to win Wimbledon would
be the pinnacle of my career,” he said.

He seems to take all criticisms of his
very ‘English’ way of playing the game
very well, and when asked about this
replied, laughing: “So much rubbish is
spoken and written about my game, that I
don’t take any notice.”

His appearance at Ilkley is part of
Tim’s on-going involvement in
developing junior tennis in this country,
something he is far more interested in
than what is said or written about his
own playing in the press.

“What is needed are more facilities
like Ilkley that offer indoor and outdoor
courts and gyms so that players can play
12 months of the year.”

Tim is also a great advocator of more
sport in schools and says that sport is a
great way for children to have more ➧

NORTHSIDE 8
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Tim Henman with the new Jaguar XK 
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FACE TO FACE

healthy lives and to learn to work
together with other children and as part
of a team.

Asked if he was going to encourage his
two daughters to play tennis, he said he
wanted them to try as many different
sports and activities as they could.  As a
youngster he played football, cricket,
rugby and golf – a game he still finds
time to play and holds a single figure
handicap for.

The most inspirational tennis players to
him are Borg: the first person he saw
play at Wimbledon, and Edberg. The
people who have had the greatest
influence on his life: David Lloyd and
David Felgate.

If he wasn’t a tennis player, Tim said
he would definitely be involved in some
kind of sport and will stay involved with
tennis after his retirement in some way
or another.

Moving on to today’s tennis game and
whether he would change anything about
it to perhaps rid the game of the power
serve element, he says, quite defiantly,
no.

“What I would do is cut down on the
schedule, which currently runs from the
first week in January to the first week in
November.”

Whether Roger Federer was just fresh
in his mind from the Wimbledon defeat,
Tim gave the world number one’s name
in answer to both the hardest opponent
he had played and the best doubles’
partner he had had.

Favourite place to play: First
Wimbledon, Second Melbourne, closely
followed, of course, by Ilkley.

Away from the courts, Tim likes to
spend time with his family: wife Lucy
and daughters Rosie, three, and Olivia,
one. For relaxation he plays sports,
mainly golf, and is enjoying learning
about wine. His favourite drink is
champagne.

Moving on to his sponsorship deals I
asked him if he used all the products he
was associated with.  He quickly fired
back: “Absolutely”. No need to ask the
car he drives then, although the day’s
sponsors Appleyard Jaguar are quick to
tell me that it’s a brand new XK. 

The car is billed as “nothing
superfluous”, which sits well with Tim
Henman. He is very much a man with
no superfluities: what you see is what
you get. It would be great to see him
end his career on a high, but just how
much more nail biting can the nation
endure? ■

Tim with Joe Cussons (7),
Maya Booton (7) and
Fernando Georgiou (7)

Tim gives some tennisadvice to Ryan Croft (8)and Zoe Judkowski (7) 
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So you want to see
into your future

The Yorkshire Eye Hospital is now offering the

full range of refractive surgery options for

patients seeking better vision without glasses,

including LASIK and LASEK laser treatments

and lens implantation.

This dedicated service is provided by a team

of consultant ophthalmic surgeons with

extensive experience in all forms of ophthalmic

and refractive surgery.

They will diagnose and recommend the most

appropriate option for your eyes. Where laser

surgery is unsuitable they will advise about

alternative methods such as phakic lens

implants and lens exchange surgery.

All treatment is carried out in our superb

surgical facility ensuring the best outcome

for your treatment.

‘Their expertise put me

completely at ease.

That’s just what you’d expect

from Yorkshire’s only

dedicated eye hospital.’ 

For further information contact: 

Yorkshire Eye Hospital, 937 Harrogate Road, Apperley Bridge, West Yorkshire, BD10 0RD

Tel: + 44 (0) 1274 612566  0845 456 2021   Fax: + 44 (0) 1274 619417  0845 456 2022

www.yorkshireeyehospital.co.uk
Email: info@yorkshireeyehospital.co.uk  

On warfarin?

Monitor your INR levels accuratelywherever you are
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Roche Diagnostics Ltd., Bell Lane, Lewes, East Sussex BN7 1LG, United Kingdom

Telephone: 01273 484567. www.coaguchek.co.uk CoaguChek and ‘Because it’s my life’ are registered trademarks of the Roche Group. 

To improve the quality of our service, calls received or made by Roche Diagnostics may be recorded.

NEW CoaguChek XS

If you are on warfarin, regular INR monitoring helps you keep in control of
your condition, whilst minimising the risk of complications. However, arranging
a clinic visit, especially abroad, can be difficult – and sometimes expensive. 

CoaguChek XS gives you freedom and confidence because it allows you to
monitor your INR levels reliably and accurately wherever you are. Compact and
battery powered, CoaguChek XS could be your ticket to a more relaxed holiday.

Helping you enjoy a more relaxing holiday For details of our Summer 2006* special offer,
call FREE on 0808 100 7666 and quote ref NS XS 01
Lines are open Mon-Fri: 9.00am-5.00pm  *Offer ends August 31st 2006

Summer special offer

28 Monkbridge Road, Leeds. LS6 4ER
Tel: 0113 230 4424

Fireplaces & stoves of
all styles & materials

Stoves & Fires
Solid Fuel
Gas & Electric

Established 
over 20 years

Family owned

Personal service
Expert installation

Specialist products 
and all accessories
Design & Advice

Embers
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The unpredictability of the Great British Summer may be
charming, but it can play havoc with our wardrobes. Carly

Taylor picks out the hottest all-weather looks.

F
inally the summer months are well
and truly here and hopefully that
means plenty of hot sunny days,
balmy nights and a flurry of
invitations to a whole host of
exciting events.

When the sun is shining nothing beats a traditional
English garden party, but before you can even
think about making the cucumber sandwiches and
mixing the Pimms, there is a much more important
task to take care of – what should you wear?

The good-old British weather means that

summer will always be the most difficult season
when it comes to looking good. As we all know, a
glorious morning can give way to torrential
downpours at any minute. But while the wind and
rain may do its best to scupper your plans, you
shouldn’t let a bit of drizzle spoil your day.

Come rain or shine a fabulous new outfit will
always brighten your mood and no one has ever
said that fashion has to be practical have they? 

But if you’re not sure about living quite so
dangerously, make sure you take along the most
important accessory of all – your umbrella. ➧

preparedBe
ABOVE (L-R): Debut cream and navy floral dress £80, Mood  necklace £15 both at
Debenhams; Amanda Wakely dress £410 available from Jag, Chesterfield

FLOWER POWER... Fabulously pretty florals are everywhere this season, making an
appearance on everything from the classic pastel tea dress, to silky patterned wrap numbers.

NORTHSIDE 13
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FROM RIGHT: Debut white broderie
anglais dress £80, Bertie shoes £60,
Debenhams; ‘60s swing pleat detail dress,
Warehouse BELOW (L-R): Dress by Tara
Jarmon, £145 available at Lizziz, Ecclesall
Road; Dotty mesh shrug in green £45
Vintage dress in blue £160, Monsoon
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ALL WHITE NOW... Always a staple for the summer
months, a white dress looks fantastic with a tan, just watch
where you sit and be careful with the ketchup! (above)

TRUE COLOURS... Stand out from
the crowd in one of these bright and
bold outfits that are sure to turn heads.
(below)
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“Before you can
even think about
making the
cucumber
sandwiches and
mixing the Pimms,
there is a much
more important
task to take care of
– what should you
wear?”

“Before you can
even think about
making the
cucumber
sandwiches and
mixing the Pimms,
there is a much
more important
task to take care of
– what should you
wear?”
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FLOAT MY BOAT... What better
way to keep cool on a hot summer’s day
than with a fabulous floaty frock? (right)

NORTHSIDE 14
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NORTHSIDE 15

Show your
true colours

Victoria Quarter, Leeds 0113 244 0011

www.hl-brown.co.uk

All set in 18ct White Gold.

Matching Earrings from £470.

£460

£440

£440

£790

Sole use of Leeds Grammar School 
• Saturday  & Sunday afternoons 
• Aged 2+ Welcome 
• Adults Lessons available 
• No Waiting Lists 
• Class sizes never  exceed 8
• Mother & toddler lessons available

CCaallll  VViicckkyy  oonn 0077996666  666611220011

Autumn collections now arriving
Designs by

Gelco - Chianti - Steilmann - Cavair - Silbor - Latte - Emreco
- Signature - Intown - Poppy - Pomodoro - Paul Separates

- Oscar B - Collage - Loft - Brandtex
also Jewellery & Accessories by Topazglow

Outfits for
day - evening - special occasions - holidays

- cruises - leisure - weddings

SALE NOW ENDING UP TO 75% OFF

102 Lidgett Lane, Leeds 8
(off H’gate Rd, turning opp. St. Gemmas)

Tel: 0113 2666316

Supporting Your School
We give £1 to your school for every 

pair of school shoes you buy.
Just leave the name of your school 

and we’ll do the rest

Start-rite * Ricosta * Primigi * Richter
Compagnucci * Geox * and more...

stylish footwear      professionally fitted 
in a relaxing and friendly environment

Open Mon to Sat 9am to 5.30pm

7 Crossley Street, Wetherby LS22 6RT
01937 581800 

79 New Road Side, Horsforth, LS18 4QD  
0113 258 71 71

Waterside Business Park, Keighley Road, Silsden BD20 0EA
www.pennine-playgrounds.co.uk

Trampolines and

Climbers now 

in Stock

Immediate delivery
available

Prompt
assembly

service

Tel: 01535 656500

Showroom times: 
Mon-Fri 8.45-5pm
Saturdays 10-4pm
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T
oday’s fast pace of living
and packed schedules
make significant demands
on our eyes; ensuring we
get the right eye care is
essential.

Computer use, television viewing,
driving and sport are just a few of the
day-to-day activities that make demands
on our eyes and they should never be
taken for granted.

“We all rely on our eyes and good
eyesight in almost every aspect of our
daily lives,” says Oakwood optometrist
Simon Falk. “Accessing information
through reading or television depends on
clear vision, while life itself can depend
on the ability to see properly while
driving, or just walking in busy streets.”

Simon, owner of Simon Falk

Optometrists at 456 Roundhay Road,
Oakwood, says that despite these facts, a
significant number of people don’t have
their eyes examined at regular intervals,
while many people have never had an
eye examination.

“Regular examinations are important
as the sooner a vision problem is
detected, the greater the chance of
successful treatment – this is particularly
true with young children and the
elderly.”

Simon, who has practised in north
Leeds since qualifying as an optometrist
in 1994, has built an enviable reputation
for the high standard of eye care he and
his staff provide. After qualifying he
worked with his late father, Lawrence
Falk, and his mother Patricia – both
opticians, at Falk Opticians in

Headingley. He
opened the
Roundhay centre in
1999.

At the Simon
Falk Optometrists
eye care centre in
Roundhay, Simon
and two dedicated
contact lens
opticians, Kerry
Alderson and Julie
Edison, ensure that
each patient gets

the best eye care solution to suit their
individual requirements and lifestyles.

“Everyone’s eye care needs are
different and we help our patients choose
the best solution for them,” says Simon.

The centre has just undergone a major
refurbishment, including a striking new
contemporary frontage, reception and
frames display area, and is the perfect
out-of-town eye care destination. There
is no hassle parking and the centre offers
a complete eye care package for all ages,
catering for both NHS and private
patients.

Simon Falk Optometrists offers a full
range of eye care solutions, from glasses
and contact lenses, to Sport Vision (a
dedicated service for anyone who plays
sport and needs professional eye care
help and advice) and laser vision
correction. The emphasis at the centre is
providing a professional and personal
service to patients.

If you want glasses you can select
from an extensive range of over 400 that
includes both designer and low cost
options. You may opt for contact lenses
and the centre can do suitability tests if
you want to find out if you can wear
these. The team can help select and
provide the best type of contact lenses
for you and ensure that a proper eye care
programme is followed.

You may be considering laser vision

For a full range of eye care solutions, visit an opticians that like to go
that extra mile. Susan Preston reports.

outlookModern

NORTHSIDE 16
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Simon Falk Optometrists
456 Roundhay Road
Oakwood
Leeds, LS8 2HU
Tel: 0113 248 8222
Email:
simonfalkoakwood@btconnect.com

Win £500 with
Simon Falk

Optometrists
Simon Falk Optometrists is giving

you the chance to win a cash
prize for your school/ sports

club, designed to coincide with
National Eyecare Week.

Simon Falk Optometrists has teamed up
with five specialist companies in eye care
to offer this competition: Yorkshire Eye
Hospital, Johnson and Johnson Vision
Care, Essilor, Silhouette and AMO. Each
of these companies recognises the
importance of healthy eyes and
especially promoting this to children.

In order to win the cash prize, you
need to enter a competition to design a
poster promoting National Eyecare Week
and raising awareness of the importance
of healthy eye care. Having healthy eyes
is very important and your poster needs
to show why this is true.

The competition is divided into three
age groups: those aged seven or under,
eight-13-year-olds, and 14-18 year olds.
The competition will be judged by Mr
Bruce Noble, Chairman of The Yorkshire
Eye Hospital, and the lucky winner of
each age group will have their winning
design made up by professionals, and
used by Simon Falk Optometrists.

So, if you want to see a promotional
poster designed by you brought to life
and used on a daily basis, get your
design hats on and enter this great
competition.

All you need to do is send your
completed design to the Roundhay
centre, at the address shown here, by
Monday 21 August.  The judging takes
place the following Monday and the
lucky winners will be notified by post a
few days later.

The winning designs will be
professionally made up and presented to
the three winners by a representative of
the Yorkshire County Cricket Club.

What are you waiting for: get
designing now!

correction, a treatment that is now
widely used and that heralds amazing
results. Simon Falk Optometrists
works in partnership with Accuvision,
a premier UK laser eye correction
specialist, to offer this service to
patients. Simon carries out all the
consultation and pre and post
operative assessments himself at the
Roundhay centre saving you from lots
of time and hassle.

“I have had the Accuvision laser
vision correction myself and am
delighted with the results,” says
Simon. “It is not suitable for
everyone, but for many people it
means they can wake up in a morning
and see without the need for glasses or
contact lenses.”

Simon also offers the Sport Vision
service, which he provides to a range
of professional sportspeople and
individuals. Yorkshire County Cricket
Club and Leeds Tykes players are two
of the professional groups that he
helps with Sport Vision advice and
routine eye examinations.

“The right eye care and eye wear is
crucial in sport, where one per cent

can make all the difference. I help
individuals with everything from the
fitting of contact lenses to getting the
right sunglasses filter for, say,
cycling.”

Simon Falk Optometrists is a very
welcoming, friendly place. Senior
receptionist Yvonne Waring has
worked with Simon since 1999 and
knows all patients by name. Kerry and
Julie have a combined service with the
centre of over 14 years.

“Our aim is to give our patients the
very best in eye care and to provide a
first class, friendly service at all
times,” says Simon, adding: “We like
to think we go that extra mile for our
patients. Good eye care is essential
and can make all the difference to
someone’s life.”

So, start looking after your eyes
now so that they can look after you
for years to come.  Contact Simon
Falk Optometrists now on 0113 248
8222. The centre is open Monday,
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 9am
until 5.15pm; Thursday 10 am until
7pm, and Saturday 9am until 1pm. ■

“A significant number of people don’t
have their eyes examined at regular
intervals, while many people have never
had an eye examination.”

PROMOTION
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F
inal preparations are
underway for this year’s
Leeds Jewish International
Performing Arts Festival,
which celebrates Jewish
life, theatre, music and arts.

Tickets are going fast for this not-to-be-
missed entertainment extravaganza,
which offers show-stopping
performances for all the family.

The 2006 festival, which runs from 3-7
September, is being staged at a prestigious
new location: The Carriageworks Theatre
in Leeds. This striking new venue is
located in the Electric Press development
on Millennium Square and will be a
fabulous setting for what looks set to be
the best festival to date. Artists from
Canada, Israel, Germany, Latvia and the
USA will be arriving in Leeds to be part
of this huge celebration of Jewish culture
and tradition, which will feature a total of
25 shows over five days.

The festival, organised by Makor, the
Jewish and Israel Resources Centre in
Leeds, and the Festival committee, grows
in stature year-on-year and is, once again,
expected to attract thousands of people.
With tickets selling quickly for what is
now described as the “Cultural Fringe
Festival” in Leeds, and with last year’s
hugely successful event at Leeds

Grammar School being a complete
sell-out, you would be well advised
to get your tickets early to avoid
disappointment.

The programme is packed with
quality acts from start to finish

and the site will be a buzzing
theatre village with three being
used simultaneously.

The festival’s official

opening ceremony on Sunday 3
September will take place in the presence
of the Lord Mayor of Leeds, and will kick
off what the organisers promise will be:
“five electrifying days of music, drama
and comedy”. The standard of the festival
performers is always exceptional, as most
of the national and international ones are
professional or semi-professional.

Music styles such as Spanish and
flamenco, jazz-funk, classical, world
music and folk will feature. There will
also be dance performances from a
Latvian dance troupe, and hip-hop, street
dance and music from the crème of Tel-
Aviv’s Youth Performing Arts Academy,
performing on the opening afternoon.

Highlights of this year’s festival
include the opening Sunday night show
when you will be able to watch Los
Desterrados, a dynamic young sextet
who perform flamenco, passionate gypsy
rhythms and tango.

Another big attraction is sure to be the
musical Sophie Tucker’s ‘One Night
Stand’, brought to the festival by the New
End Theatre, London, and starring the
talented Sue Kelvin who recently played
Mama Morton in the hit musical Chicago.

The opening evening will also feature
Martin Kaye and his band. Martin, a
native of Manchester and a rising star on
the London circuit, is the fresh new face
of funk, jazz and soul. His name is
already known on the world stage with a
recent performance at the Cannes Film
Festival and the release of a CD.

A diverse selection of drama will be
showcased at the 2006 festival.
Belleherst Productions from Germany
will be performing ‘Candles in the
Window’, a moving play about a chance

meeting at Victoria station between two
women after World War II, one of whom
guards a secret of betrayal – which is not
as safe as she thinks. Leeds’ very own
Limelight Drama Group will be
performing ‘Beau Jest’, a Jewish family
comedy. It tells the story of Sarah, a
young Jewish woman who hides her
deep affection for a non-Jew from her
family and hires a Jewish escort for the
Passover meal. Like all good plans, this
one doesn’t work out quite the way she
had hoped.

Tik-sho-ret Theatre from London will
perform ‘Ya’akobi and Leidental’, a
cabaret-style play which takes a comic
look at the love triangle between two
men and one woman, all desperately
trying to add meaning to their lives.

The opening afternoon of the festival
will start with a professional puppet
show of Joseph and his Coat of Many
Colours, performed by Tricia Brummer
from London, who is a former set
designer for the BBC’s Doctor Who.
This show will be followed by a
puppetry workshop at which shadow
puppets will be made and taken home.
Lauri Frankenthall will run an art and
drama workshop for children aged nine
to 12, based on the book Noah’s Rocket,
by local author Tony Frais.

Make sure you and your family don’t
miss out on this exciting celebration of
Jewish culture and tradition and order
your tickets now for the Leeds Jewish
International Performing Arts Festival. ■

Tickets are available at £6 per show.
For more details go to
www.leedsjewishfestival.com, email
info@makor.co.uk, or telephone 0113
268 0899 for a programme.

It’s back for 2006, Susan Preston takes a sneaky peek
into some of the show-stopping performances
expected at Leeds’ most anticipated cultural festival. showshow

ABOVE (L-R): Sophie Tucker’s musical ‘One Night Stand’,
breakdancers from Tel-Aviv’s Youth Performing Arts Academy and a
scene from ‘Candles in the Window’; LEFT: Tricia Brummer’s puppets

On with theOn with the
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ARTISTS FROM UK, ISRAEL, USA, GERMANY, LATVIA l KIDS CREATIVE WORKSHOPS! l
FAMILY SHOWS! I WORLD MUSIC! I DRAMA! I HIP HOP, STREET DANCE & MUSIC SHOWS 

3–7 SEPTEMBER 2006
at

THE CARRIAGEWORKS
The spectacular new city centre theatre, 

Millennium Square, Leeds

Don’t miss the biggest entertainment 
extravaganza of the year!

TICKETS GOING FAST!

Shows only £6!

CALL US NOW FOR 
A PROGAMME: 

0113 2680899 
or E-MAIL: info@makor.co.uk.
www.leedsjewishfestival.co.uk

REJUVENATE YOUR MIND,
BODY AND SOUL 

in a fun weekend at Weetwood 
Hall Hotel in Leeds, a hotel steeped 

in history and surrounded by 
peace & natural beauty

Join, Mona Fairholme, one of the U.K.s
leading Yoga experts for a weekend

of relaxation, learning and fun.

* Learn how to relax deeply at will
* Meet like-minded people
* Turn your stress into success

Weekends
scheduled to
commence

29th
September

2006.
Full weekend
price Fri – Sun
starting from

£299.

For an information pack and joining details call Weetwood Solutions on

0113 388 5702 or elle.langstaff@weetwood.co.uk
First 10 individuals will receive a FREE Goodie bag! Quote “Northside offer”

WWWWeeeeeeeettttwwwwoooooooodddd    HHHHaaaallllllll    CCCCoooonnnnffffeeeerrrreeeennnncccceeee    CCCCeeeennnnttttrrrreeee    &&&&    HHHHooootttteeeellll    
Otley Rd, Leeds, LS16 5PS   t: 0113 230 6000  f:0113 230 6095 
eMail: sales@weetwood.co.uk  web: www.weetwood.co.uk
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Y
ou won’t find a more hip and
trendy place around the
Leeds and Harrogate area
than the village of Chapel
Allerton. It is a destination
that could sit comfortably

within any cosmopolitan part of the world.
It buzzes with a feel good factor, day and

night, and retains a wonderful sense of
community and village friendliness, despite
being so close to Leeds city centre. Whether
it’s somewhere to live, shop, have your hair
done or while away a few hours at a restaurant
or café, this snazzy suburb is the place to be.

The high number of independently owned
shops adds to Chapel Allerton’s reputation as a
place that offers a shopping experience with
the personal touch.

A newcomer to the shopping scene here is
Diana Townend-Evans, who has just opened a
handbag and jewellery shop at 138 Harrogate
Road called Coco Loco. It is going down a
storm with locals and visitors alike and Diana
says she already has regular customers who
call in for a weekly browse and chat.

“Customers come in and they may bring a
pair of shoes that they want me to find a
handbag to match on my next buying trip,”
says Diana.

“Then, next time I am out buying, I will
send them a picture of the handbags I have
found and see if they like them. That is the
sort of personal service we offer here in
Chapel Allerton, and people appreciate it.”

Diana says she has long wanted to open a
shop in Chapel Allerton, which is a great place
to do business as all the shop owners look out
for each other and help out when needed.

“Everyone here is just so friendly and nice
and there is a great atmosphere and a
wonderful selection of shops. Customers have
lots of choice and instead of having to go into
Leeds you can come here, do your shopping
and then go for something to eat - all locally.”

Diana loves getting to know the locals and
says that they enjoy visiting her shop, as it

Chapel AllertonChapel Allerton
day&nightday&night

doesn’t matter if you are having a fat day
when buying a handbag – they always fit!

Chapel Allerton has certainly carved out
a name for itself as a hip and happening
place, with a vast array of shops, salons,
restaurants, bistros and cafés all spiralling
off the village’s famous willow tree
landmark at the junction of Harrogate
Road and Stainbeck Lane.

It is a place full of surprises, with
wonderful finds such as the Le Boudoir
showroom - one of the leading French and
continental antique dealers in Europe.  

Chapel Allerton is also home to the
world-renowned hairdressing duo Charles
and Karen Dodds and their successful
Cutting Room hair salon. They launched
the salon in Chapel Allerton in 1986 and
have never moved. The couple saw great
potential in “the village” and say it has
grown alongside the salon.

“Chapel Allerton has always been a
great place to be and we are not in the
least surprised by its growing popularity,”
says Karen.

The couple like to think Cutting
Room may have played a part in

The cosmopolitan suburb of Chapel Allerton is a haven for shoppers, diners and nightowls
alike. Northside donned its glad-rags and payed a visit to the Notting Hill of the north.

establishing Chapel Allerton’s name
as the Notting Hill of the north.

Other Chapel Allerton finds include
Rustic Pine, which sells furniture;
Pistachio sandwich shop, Shorty’s the
barbers, Salon Style hairdressers,
Armadillo toy shop, Park Lane
Properties estate agents, Area for
homes and interiors, Stay Beautiful
beauty salon, Brethericks florists,
Nude Juice Bar, Simply Cakes,
Living Care opticians, MediChem
chemists, Ginger Ink and Oaks clothes
shops, Worldwide Travel, Small Print
printing shop, Motor Marque garage,
Lucy Craske beauty salon, and
Edinburgh Bicycle Cooperative.

Few other places match Chapel
Allerton for the diversity and
individuality of its daytime offerings.
Make sure you visit soon to experience
them first hand.

STREETS
AHEAD...

Chapel
Allerton’s

popular
shops and

salons have
something

for
everyone

“It buzzes with a
feel good factor, day

and night.”

BY DAY...

NORTHSIDE 20
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N
orth Leeds’ cosmopolitan
village, Chapel Allerton,
offers an exciting evening
destination with a wealth
of fantastic venues to
choose from.

The buzz that exudes from this place
during the day is as evident by night and
there is no shortage of places to go and
things to do, whatever the occasion. The
more busy, in-your-face nightlife of Leeds
city centre is not for everyone and Chapel
Allerton offers a trendy, welcoming
alternative, very close by. There is no
hassle negotiating busy streets to get here

and it provides plenty of parking.  
In recent years the number of

contemporary cafes, bars and
restaurants has increased considerably
as the village has become an evening
hotspot. Locals and visitors alike
enjoy Chapel Allerton’s eclectic
offering of drinking and eating
venues.

Long-standing favourites include
the two established Casa Mia
restaurants - Casa Mia and Casa Mia
Grande - but there are many
newcomers that are drawing in the
crowds too. George and Vasoulla
Psarias have brought their own touch
of the Mediterranean to Chapel
Allerton by extending The Olive Tree
empire and opening at 188/190
Harrogate Road, Chapel Allerton.
Here people can enjoy authentic
Greek cuisine and hospitality.

Another restaurant that wins rave
reviews is Sukhothai in Regent
Street. Sukhothai, when translated
into English, means the Dawn of
Happiness, and when it comes to this
restaurant’s authentic Thai cuisine, it
is certainly an apt choice of name.

Many of the cafés and restaurants in
Chapel Allerton, especially towards
the centre, extend onto the pavement.
This creates Chapel Allerton’s very
own piazza and a wonderful place to
relax on a sunny day or evening.
There is nothing nicer when the sun is
shining than sitting outside watching
the world go by, and this is a great
place to do just that.

BY NIGHT...
Pubs play an integral part in the life

of the community and, just as Chapel
Allerton has retained its village
atmosphere, it has also kept many of
its old watering holes. A strong
favourite is The Regent, which has
changed little since the early 18th
Century.  

Chapel Allerton offers a very warm
welcome to visitors and locals alike
and its overriding sense of community
ensures that there is always something
going on locally for people to enjoy. A
prime example of this is the annual
Chapel Allerton Arts Festival. The
festival is organised each year by a
group of hard-working volunteers and
is a fantastic event. This year will be
the ninth festival and will be starting
on the evening of Friday September 1
with music on the main stage, and will
continue on Saturday September 2
with stalls and street performances, as
well as music. As usual, it will wind
down on Sunday September 3 with
jazz into the afternoon. The theme of
this year’s festival is ‘Small is
Beautiful’ and organisers say it will be
better than ever.  For full details, visit
the festival website at
www.chapelallerton.org.uk

Others places you should be sure to
visit in Chapel Allerton include LS7
bar, Suburban Style Bar, The Old
Police Station, and Subway.

Wherever you choose to go in
Chapel Allerton you are guaranteed a
good night out and friendly faces to
share it with. ➧

LEFT: The
vibrant nightlife
is irresistible to
locals and
visitors alike;
TOP: The award-
winning
Sukhothai
restaurant is one
of the village’s
favourite evening
haunts

NORTHSIDE 21
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Motor Marque Ltd

••  WWeellll  LLaannee  GGaarraaggee  ••  WWeellll  LLaannee  ••
••  CChhaappeell  AAlllleerrttoonn  ••  LLeeeeddss  ••

TTeell  00111133  228888  8888  9999

Motor Marque Ltd

YYoouurr

LLooccaall IInnddeeppeennddeenn tt GGaa rr aa
gg ee

New Car Owners - Did you know?
Due to new legislation we can now service your new car without
invalidating your warranty - on average we could save you over 

50% on labour costs.

Fully equipped and highly trained staff - All work guaranteed
All vehicle makes and models welcome - sophisticated equipment used.

New to Motor Marque – Valeting service
Full valet while car booked in - £20.00

Mini Valet - £15.00
Full valet booked separately - £40.00

Air Conditioning 
Services, MOT, Valeting, Tyres 
Computer Diagnostics, Brakes 
Exhausts, Steering, Clutches 
Suspension, Batteries, General 
engine work, Lighting.
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Specialising in the re-upholstery of 
‘3 piece Suites, dining and antique chairs. 
Repairs & contract work undertaken’

Proprietor Mr. G. Sowrey

•••• Bridgecraft trained & British Furniture Council Certificate

T e l :  0 1 1 3 2 6 9 6 8 6 8
New Suites made to order

Alwoodley
Upholstery Services

Continuing the tradition of excellence

We supply and fit:

• Quality Conservatories 

• Double Glazed Windows

• High Security Doors

• High quality Service
• Fensa registered

• Using only the
best materials

• Insurance backed 
guarantee

Clear Vue Conservatories
Add another dimension to your home

Critically Acclaimed Authentic Thai Cuisine
The authentic Thai taste experience combining

traditional Thai food with comfortable surroundings.
Fully Licensed Air Conditioned Restaurant.

Open: 5.00pm - 11.00pm Tuesday to Saturday
6.00pm - 11.00pm Sundays - Closed Mondays

Now Open on Bank Holiday Mondays
To order a take-away or to book a table please call

0113 237 0141
8 Regent Street · Chapel Allerton · Leeds LS7 4PE

www.thaifood4u.co.uk

Call Teresa (0113 269 6767)
for details of our advert packages

ADVERTISING 
WORKS IN....

NORTHSIDE

At your service...
Personal Private Hire

www.livecars.co.uk

An exclusive & reassuring direct travel service

Business Trips
Airport Runs
Days Out

Specialising in airport and
event based travel, Live
Cars offer the highest value
in quality and comfort. We
believe your holiday,
business trip or day out
should start with us.

With that in mind we've put
together a package that
will cater to your every
need all at the most
competitive prices.

Unique Special Occasion Gifts  -  Personal Design Service

Contact Emer on 0113 2941282 - Studio based at Chapel Allerton

www.emergalvin.co.uk

Bespoke hand painted china & ceramic tiles

Emer Galvin Ceramics
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“THE HIGH NUMBER OF INDEPENDENTLY OWNED SHOPS ADDS

TO CHAPEL ALLERTON’S REPUTATION AS A PLACE THAT OFFERS

A SHOPPING EXPERIENCE WITH THE PERSONAL TOUCH.”

NORTHSIDE 24
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• Wedding cakes a speciality

• Modern or tradional designs

65a Harrogate Road, Chapel Allerton, Leeds, LS7 3PQ

FREE  PRESCR IPT ION
COLLECT ION SERV ICE

We can collect prescriptions from certain doctor’s
surgeries ready for you to pick up or we will 

deliver them to your home

RejuvaFace 
Wrinkle reducing injections & Restylane 

fillers by experienced doctors

We now stock fair-trade products

Medichem Pharmacy
40-42 Harrogate Road
Leeds LS7 4LA
Tel 0113 262 2684
Web: www.medichem4u.com

Weekday opening hours 9am - 6pm
Saturday opening hours 9am - 1pm

WE MEAN BUSINESS!
For all your Business Printing, Copying & Duplicating Requirements

Offering Professional Friendly Advice with over 20 years experience

19 Blake Grove Leeds LS7 3NQ Email: smallprintleeds@aol.com    
Web: www.smallprintleeds.co.uk

Full Design & Print Service • Brochures 

Business Cards  • Flyers

Menus • Posters 

All Types of Business Stationery

TEL: 0113 2374600

High quality made-to-measure
pine and oak furniture with the

lowest prices in the area.

We do fitted wardrobes and
kitchen units in pine or oak.

56 Harrogate Road, 
Chapel Allerton, Leeds, LS7 4LA

T/F: 0113 237 4801

Est. 1993

2 Stainbeck Corner, 
Chapel Allerton, Leeds 7  
TTeell::  00111133  223377  44662211

www.lucycraske.co.uk

10% OFF any treatment
on production of this ad

Decleor treatments

St Tropez Airport spray tan

Jessica treatment manicures

Aromatherapy treatments

Newly opened

Exclusive handbags 
& accessories

138 Harrogate Rd.
Chapel Allerton
Leeds, LS7 4NZ
0113 2888 187

CLOSED MONDAYS.
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Chapel Allerton, Woodland Lane
£279,995

Four bedroom Victorian detached
house  with many original
features : timber floors, timber
beams and a basement
conversion. Four bedrooms, living
room, dining room, kitchen,
bathroom, en-suite, basement
room and gardens.

Chapel Allerton, Allerton Hall
Various apartments from £199,500

This beautiful Victorian building is
extended in a style sympathetic to its
existing architecture & converted into 24
two and three bed apartments. The
accommodation will vary in style and
layout but what each apartment has in
common is a stylish, high spec interior
designed for your comfort & pleasure.

Chapel Allerton, Mansion Gate
£240,000

The Mansion Gate development is one
of the original and still most popular
addresses in Chapel Allerton. Three
bedroom properties are a rarity here.
With well-proportioned living
accommodation, this end townhouse
makes an ideal abode for couples &
families alike. Set over 3 floors the
house comprises integral garage,
downstairs WC, kitchen/diner, lounge,
bathroom, two double bedrooms &
master with en-suite. Bring your
barbeque for the rear garden and patio! 

Chapel Allerton, Methley Place
£229,950

Four bedroom through terraced
house  with many original
features including treated
timber doors and floors,
“Victorian style” fireplaces and
high ceilings. The property
consists of four bedrooms,
living room, breakfast kitchen,
bathroom, basement room and
gardens

A well presented traditional three bed semi close to Street
Lane, Roundhay Park and within walking distance of Talbot
Road Primary School. Benefiting from UPVC double glazing,
gas central heating and a loft conversion. The property
comprises: two reception rooms, kitchen, three bedrooms,
bathroom, loft conversion, a driveway with detached garage
and extensive gardens allowing scope for home extension.
Offered with NO CHAIN.

Detached bungalow maintained
to a high standard offering well-
appointed living accommodation.
The property comprises lounge,
kitchen and separate dining
room, bathroom and three
bedrooms. Also offered are
mature gardens, driveway and
separate detached garage.

Chapel Allerton, 
Dominion Avenue      £249,950

Victorian elegance in the heart of 
Chapel Allerton. Allerton Hall is a most
impressive 19th century property converted to
contemporary apartments and cottages. Allerton
Hall Cottage is an outstanding two bedroom
dwelling set over two floors and benefits from
many character features including exposed
beams, stripped timber floors and sash
windows. With two reception rooms, a modern
galley kitchen and its own courtyard surrounded
by shrubs, trees and neat flagstone paths, this
period home is sure to appeal to the discerning
buyer.

Wensley Avenue Chapel Allerton
£194,950

SOLD

Going like hot cakes

Summer is here, a traditionally slow time for estate
agents, but not for Parklane’s Sales Manager, Gary
Romans who has bucked the trend with a winning
campaign.

Just 6 weeks
from receiving your instructions to sell, Parklane’s Gary Roman’s has pledged to sell your property or Parklane pay
half the commission*. That is a bold claim, but Gary has already found this new campaign to be a big hit with
customers. He said “ I have been in this business for many years and I know how frustrating and stressful it can be
when you want to sell your house for a good price, but quickly. I just came up with the idea and it has really caught on
with customer. The onus is squarely with Parklane to put a massive effort to sell homes fast—which is exactly how it
should be.” Gary reckons he’s onto the biggest selling summer of his career to date!

Homes and gardens
North Leeds is a popular choice for professional couples and families and no wonder with desirable properties in some 
of the most sought after areas in the north of England. Competition is great amongst estate agents, but Parklane like to 
do things a little differently.

Not all estate agents are the same...

Unlike other agents Parklane actually prefer to accompany all viewings. This gives us the edge when closing the Sale and allows us to develop a good relationship
with the buyer right at the onset which is essential to see the Sale through to completion. From the vendors perspective it also allows us to return quick feedback
regarding the viewing which we know from experience is a very important aspect of the Selling process.

Parklane use the latest cutting edge technology available to Estate Agents. The internet is a fantastic medium to promote your property nationally and internationally,
often achieving better returns from buyers from affluent areas. Parklane use all the major Internet Portals including Rightmove, Fish4Homes and Propertyfinder.com to
gain maximum  exposure to the widest available audience.

Do you want to experience city living without
compromises? If so an apartment at Concept could 

be just what you are looking for...

luxury two bedroomed apartments on the ground 
floor and first floor of this unique development in

Chapel Allerton. The apartments consist of an open plan,
fully-integrated Sheraton kitchen, Lounge, two double
Bedrooms, Ensuite and Bathroom. Private terrace or

balcony. Carpeted Bedrooms. Secure 
parking space. Landscaped gardens.

0113 237 0000

parklaneproperties.com

Various apartments
available. Prices from

£205,000

Roundhay, Talbot Crescent, £214,950

SALES: CHAPEL ALLERTON & NORTH LEEDS
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Town Street Walk, Chapel Allerton
Available: Now

• 2/3 bed town house 
• Central Chapel Allerton 
• Newly refurbished 
• Furnished 
• Dining Kitchen 
• en-suite shower room

£700pcm

City Island, City Centre
Available: Now
• Selection of one and two beds 
• Furnished 
• Piazza or city views 
• Balconies 
• Some with parking 
• Close to motorway links
£575pcm

Waterloo Apartments, City Centre
Available: Now

• Selection of one beds 
• Furnished 
• Spacious 
• Central location
• 5 minutes walk from train s’tion
• Close to shopping district

£575pcm

Moor Allerton Hall, Moortown
Available: Now

• 2 bed apartment
• Duplex
• Fully furnished
• Allocated parking
• 15 minutes from city centre
£900pcm

Westpoint, City Centre,Available: Now

• Selection of crash pads and 2 beds 
• Part and fully furnished 
• Superb central location 
• Some available with parking 
• Close to train station 
• Concierge
From £595 & £750pcm

LIVING THE LEEDS LIFE
Whether you long for the vibrant, exciting buzz of the city or prefer the
quiet country life, Leeds and its surrounding towns and villages
provides the setting to suit all tastes and Parklane has the properties
to satisfy these divergent demands.

Clarence Dock , City Centre, Available: Now
• Selection of 1 and 2 beds 
• Furnished or unfurnished 
• Waterside location 
• Car parking 
• Close to motorway links 
• Ideal for corporate needs
From £595 & £750pcm

North Leeds Living  

Based in their cool Chapel Allerton office, Parklane has luxury
apartments, new developments and houses to let in the most
popular areas of North Leeds including Chapel Allerton,
Moortown, Alwoodley, Horsforth and Far Headingley. Chief
Lettings Negotiator David Young said, “ The growth in demand
for these areas has been phenomenal in the past 12 months.
We offer clients a huge range of excellent accommodation from
large detached houses to sleek, modern luxury apartments

City Centre Living

Parklane has a wide selection of luxury city centre apartments which appeal to a young,
professional market. Don’t let the term ‘service’ put you off, the Parklane staff live and breath
Leeds City Centre. Their in-depth knowledge of Leeds is so expert that clients have asked if they
work for Leeds tourist board! They can tell you the best restaurants, bars and places to go out on
a night. The Parklane service goes way beyond showing 4 walls of an apartment. Parklane want
you to love living in Leeds as much as they do.

Landlords ……….Lets Talk!
If you have a property in the North Leeds area and think it might be suitable for renting, why not
call Parklane? We can take you through our simple step-by-step approach and before you know
it you could be earning money from your house.
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aa  pprrooppeerrttyy  tt

hhaatt  yyoouu

wwaanntt  ttoo  rreenn
tt  oouutt  ccoonnttaacctt

  uuss  nnooww  aanndd

lleettss  ssttaarrtt  ttaa
llkkiinngg!!

DDoonnaall  MMeeaaddee

RENTS: CITY CENTRE & NORTH LEEDS 0113 237 0000

172 - 174 Harrogate Road, Chapel Allerton, Leeds, LS7 4NZ 

ls7@parklaneproperties.com

Roundhay
45 PARK LANE

Superb 1 and 2 bedroom luxury
apartments in newly converted

period house in a most desirable
area of Roundhay. Stunning setting
with long country views and large
landscaped gardens with BBQ &

parking space.

RENT FROM £725 pcm
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C
utting Room is
celebrating this year. It’s
celebrating 20 great

years in Chapel Allerton, where
one shop has grown into three
and five staff into forty-five.
It’s celebrating winning
Northern Hairdresser of the Year
4 years in a row, winning the
Northern Region of the L’Oreal
Colour Trophy 2 years in a row
and Retail Salon of the Year
also. Last year they were
nominated as Salon of the Year
and were narrowly beaten
coming runner up. 

The team headed by owners
Karen and Charles Dodds are in

demand all over the world as
teachers of their craft. Charles
and Karen have just returned
from India where they were
doing a series of shows all over
the country and their next trip is
to Italy,
The team has also been asked to
demonstrate later in the year at
Salon International in London
and plans are afoot to do a
spectacular show in the
Lebanon. Two of their creative
team, Joe and Jamie are fast
becoming established in their
own right as teachers and are
working through a series of
dates around the country
teaching to other salons.

Joining the team shortly is award
winning stylist Carly Aplin.
Carly who has just returned from
a trip styling the hair of the stars
of the stage and screen at the
BAFTAs, is moving to Leeds to
join the Cutting Room Creative
Team. Says Carly “I can’t wait
to join this dynamic salon whose
work I so admire as everyone in
our industry does.” 

So how about the next 20 years?
They plan to carry on in the
future as they have done in the
past, concentrating on great
customer service and promoting
their own special brand of
creative hairdressing.

Cutting Room
Northern Hairdresser of the Year 2002/2003/2004 & 2005

Charles and Karen Dodds 
Hairdressing Hall of Fame 2005
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FEATURE

I
f you fancy a family outing that
also provides a history lesson,
why not visit one of the great
houses, abbeys or halls in the
nearby countryside?
As one of Britain’s greatest

Elizabethan houses Hardwick Hall in
Chesterfield was built for the great Bess
of Hardwick; one of the most powerful
women of her time, who had a knack for
collecting land and husbands (she married
four times). Hardwick Hall contains a
magnificent collection of 16th and 17th
century tapestries plus parkland, herb
gardens and orchards to explore. There is
also the new ‘Threads of Time’ exhibition
featuring Ivan Turner’s miniature furniture
collection. Opening times vary. (NT)

Chatsworth House, star of the latest
Pride and Prejudice film, was another
residence acquired by Bess of Hardwick.
Situated eight miles from Matlock and
known as the ‘Palace of the Peak’,
Chatsworth comprises a new eight-room
exhibition on the life of Andrew, the 11th
Duke. Chatsworth is considered as one of
Europe’s most treasured family homes
and with over 100 acres of parkland, the
finest waterworks in the country, a
farmyard, playground, shops, restaurants
and a yew maze for adventurous visitors
to explore, it’s easy to see why. The house
is open daily 11-5.30pm. (P)

If it’s variety you’re after, then
Harewood House near Leeds boasts a
range of activities; from tours of the house
and ground, to hundreds of exotic and

endangered birds in the bird garden, and
boating on the lake. Opening times vary.
(P)

Set between two lakes, the 18th century
Castle Howard in York also has an array
of activities for kids, from adventure trails
to activity workshops. The historically
costumed guides portraying figures from
the castle’s history, like Sir John Vanburgh
the castle’s architect, provide further
entertainment. Open daily 11-4pm. (P)

Founded in 1147 the ruins of Roche
Abbey are in the wooded valley of
Maltbeck. Roche Abbey is one of the
earliest examples of French influenced
Gothic architecture and provides a great
opportunity to view the outcome of the
suppression of the monasteries during
Henry VIII’s reign; ie, it’s a ruin, but still
worth a look. Open July Mon, Thurs, Fri,
Sat, Sun, August daily 10-5pm. (EH)

Another building brimming with
historical information is the home of the
arty, eccentric Sitwell family. Renishaw
Hall is a must-see for a break from the
traditional country manor. Whilst the hall is
not open to the public unless pre-booked
private groups (25 plus), the museum
contains authentic costumes, uniforms,
memorabilia and photographs from the era.
The Sitwells moved in the most innovative
literary and artistic circles of the 20th
century, examples of which can be seen in
The John Piper Gallery and the Performing
Arts Gallery. The creation of the beautiful
Italianate garden by the eccentric Sir
George Sitwell is perfect for a relaxing

stroll, and to sample some of the local
vineyard wine. Museum and Galleries open
Thurs-Sun 10.30-4.30pm. (P) 

Just south of Bakewell, Haddon Hall is
also a privately owned medieval manor
house. Dating from the 12th century it is
set amongst the countryside of the Peak
District National Park providing an
amazing landscape. The14th century
banqueting hall is of particular interest.
Open daily 12-5pm. (P)

Originally built by the Peverel family in
the 12th century Bolsover Castle has had
several renovations throughout the 17th
and 18th century. As part of the range of
historical and cultural events available at
the castle throughout the year, why not try
on some armour, don a sword and become
a knight? At least for a couple of minutes.
Open daily 10-6pm. (EH) ■

Becoming a member of the National Trust,
enabling free access to all National Trust
buildings, costs £73 for a family ticket,
comprising two adults plus children
(under-18). However if it’s first time
membership and paying by direct debit
you can pay £54.75 a year through the
National Trust website
(www.nationaltrust.org.uk/join). 

To enable free access to all English
Heritage buildings it costs £38 per adult.
For more details see the English Heritage
website (www.english-heritage.org.uk).

NT = National Trust EH = English
Heritage P = Private

When it comes to national heritage, our region is blessed
with some fine examples, as Rana Sezgin discovered.

This is history
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O
verseas property
investment can ensure that
not only the dream of
making money becomes a
reality, but also allows you
a beautiful home in the sun

for you, your family and friends to enjoy.
What could be better than owning a

property on the sun-drenched shores of
southern Europe – one of the world’s best
holiday home hotspots, and making a
significant return on your money at the same
time?

Whether your dream is to make money
from property investment or find your perfect
home in the sun, established Leeds company
First Overseas Properties will help you to
realise it. The company, located at 478
Roundhay Road, specialises in prestigious
off-plan developments in the most up-and-
coming areas of Spain, Portugal and Tenerife.

“Owning a property in this area has never
held such an irresistible appeal,” says Adrian
Watson, First Overseas Properties’ Sales
Director. “It offers sunshine all year round,
booming property prices, Europe’s best
healthcare, 75 championship golf courses,
excellent schools, fantastic leisure facilities
and affordable, regular flights.”

First Overseas Properties was formed by
two business colleagues who saw first-hand
what an excellent investment choice
property in southern Europe was and wanted

to help others benefit from the investment
opportunities that exist, get them the best
deals, and offer all the guarantees which
every investor should insist upon.

“Everyone needs to think about the future
and investing your money wisely now can
make all the difference to you and your
family in years to come,” says Adrian. “We
have helped many people make overseas
property investments and take care of
everything for them, from start to finish. The
majority of our clients have seen a 40 per
cent return on the purchase price.”

First Overseas Properties works in
partnership with the highly reputable Royal
Duja Group, which offers full investment
guarantees. These include fully bank-
guaranteed deposits, building licences issued
on contract with guaranteed dates of
completion, low rate non-status mortgages
and accurate rental guidelines.

Some clients choose to make a short-term
investment in an off-plan property purchase
and sell it on before building has finished.
There are two types of contracts available;
‘investor’ and ‘end user.’

“Overseas property is becoming an
increasingly popular investment choice, but
buying investment property abroad can be a
real challenge,” says Adrian.

“As I and other members of the team here
are investors ourselves, we recognise who
offers the best quality product at the best
possible price.”

Buying off-plan can mean huge savings of
up to 25 per cent off the general release
price, together with the first choice of plot. It
means that you get a chance to buy at the
very early stages of a development. With
property prices in these areas of southern
Europe rising by a government-published 21
per cent last year, it is a real property hotspot
for investors.

By choosing to invest in a property
through First Overseas Properties you know
you are on to a winner. The company boasts
a long list of satisfied clients who are more
than happy to talk to anyone interested about
the great investment opportunities on offer,
and the company is FOPDAC (Federation of
Overseas Property Developers Agents and
Consultants) registered. You also have the

SUN, SEASUN, SEA

Investing in property on the sun-drenched shores of
Southern Europe has become an increasingly
attractive proposition, but where to start? One local
specialist can help make your dream a reality.

Adrian Watson, First Overseas
Properties’ Sales Director
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added comfort of knowing that all
Royal Duja Group developments are
supported by two illustrious Knights
of the Realm: Sir Steve Redgrave and
Sir Geoff Hurst, 1966 World Cup
winner – both investors themselves.

First Overseas Properties offers a
comprehensive range of new and
resale international properties and
works closely with each client to
ensure they find the ideal property to
match their exact requirements. The
company’s portfolio includes villas,
beach-front and marina properties,
and golf course, village and country
locations. Its custom-build villa
service means that it can design and
build a client’s dream home to
specification.

“Whatever your property needs, we
can provide you with the best
consultative advice enabling you to
buy with confidence,” says Adrian.
“We promise to make the purchase of
your dream place in the sun a happy
and memorable experience, and one
that you would certainly like to
repeat.”

Service levels at First Overseas
Properties are second-to-none and
stand the company apart from others
in the same field. Nothing is too
much trouble for Adrian and the
company’s team, with someone
available around the clock to answer
any queries you may have. For
example, the team has helped clients
with late night calls about restaurants
in a particular location, and given
advice on the best shops and
supermarkets. It can arrange every
aspect of buying an overseas
property, including introductions to
reputable legal representatives,
arranging mortgages, top quality
furniture packages and property rental
and management.

“We go that extra mile for our

clients and want each and every one
to be 100 per cent happy at all times,”
says Adrian.

Some of the Royal Duja Group
developments available include
Cabanas De Tavira in the eastern
Algarve: this area has been voted the
number one property hotspot in the
world by Channel Four’s ‘A Place in
the Sun’; Lince Sanctuario Villas,
Doñana National Park, Costa de la
Luz, Spain, where Sir Steve
Redgrave has bought the first plot as
his retirement home, and The magic
Island of La Gomera -  a Canary
Island just off the coast of Tenerife.

“We pride ourselves on offering
only the very best developments, the
very best deals and the very best
service,” says Adrian.

This is endorsed by a network of
250 UK Independent Financial
Advisors who introduce First
Overseas Properties’ services as an
alternative investment to their clients.

The lack of any hard-sell element
at First Overseas Properties is
welcomed by clients. Instead, clients
receive help, advice and support
every step of the way from Adrian
and the team - whether they buy a
property or not.

“Partnership is a corner stone
principle of First Overseas Properties
and we seek long-term partnerships
with all our clients,” says Adrian. “To
do this we must understand the needs
of each client and work hand in hand
with them to find their perfect
property.”

Initial investment starts at £88,000
and rises to £2million. A fully
refundable reservation fee of £2,000
takes any property off the market for
28 days while you look at all the
details and perhaps make an on-site
inspection tour that the company will
arrange for you. ■

Start looking forward to a sunny financial
future now and call First Overseas
Properties.

You can contact Adrian direct on his mobile for
any information required: +44 7799 193231.

First Overseas Properties Limited
478 Roundhay Road
Leeds, LS8 2HU
Telephone: +44 113 249 7566
Fax: +44 113 249 7577
E-mail: adrian@firstoverseasproperties.com
Website: www.firstoverseasproperties.com

Luxury, Tranquility, Serenity 
Let all your dreams come true… 

LINCE SANCTUARIO VILLAS, DOÑANA
NATIONAL PARK, COSTA DE LA LUZ, SPAIN 
Do not miss this very rare opportunity to acquire
one of 100 huge, luxurious ranch style villas on
‘Lince Sanctuario’, a private new development on
the National Park of Spain. 

You will immediately join our complete ‘design
and build’ service where each villa is built to your
own specification on up to seven-acre plots – all
with perimeter walling, electric gates, sweeping
driveways, inner courtyards, water fountains,
landscaped ‘lawn and shrub’ gardens and private
swimming pools with a video link in each property
to the front gate, manned by our 24-hour security
team. 

All have either front line golf views or your own
mooring onto the turquoise lake. 

Enjoy the exclusive, private members only, 18-
hole PGA Championship standard golf course by
‘Amariche’, the designers and builders of
‘Valderrama’ to which Severiano Ballesteros is
putting his name. You will own a €50,000 share
in the course on purchase. 

Unrivalled facilities to include Platinum maid
service, 28-room five-star boutique hotel, luxury
spa and health club, tennis club and equestrian
centre. 

Sir Steve Redgrave has bought the first plot as
his own retirement home. 

Early reservation is essential – I cannot say how
unique this opportunity is.

*Prices from €1,350,000 up to €3,000,000.

Contact Adrian Watson direct on his mobile
for further information: +44 7799 193231.

PROMOTION
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GOING LIVE
The summer sun is shining, you’re
counting the down the days until your
next holiday, buying those last minute
essentials when you realise, “how are we
going to get to the airport?”

That’s where Live Cars comes in.
Specialising in airport and event-based
travel, they believe your holiday, day out
or business trip should start with them.
Whether you’re making the quick trip up
to Leeds/Bradford Airport, the steady
journey across to Manchester or the long
drive down to Heathrow, no job is too big
or small.

Not only will Live Cars get you there
and back in the comfort of one of their
privately owned vehicles, they’ll do it all
at the most competitive prices.

For quotes, bookings or any further
questions don’t hesitate to call (0113) 279
9998 or e-mail enquiries@livecars.co.uk

BUILDING FOR THE FUTURE
Building children’s self confidence, fitness and self-esteem are now the key areas
of concern for parents and teachers today. Premier Martial Arts, based in Headingley
and Armley, is a Mixed Martial Arts syllabus combining the skills of sport karate,
kick-boxing and realistic self protection for both adults and children alike.

Not only do the students learn the latest in martial arts but they also under go a Black
Belt Excellence System which educates them in areas such as respect, courage, discipline,
goal setting and much more.  

To reserve a Free Introductory Course call: 07866 769709 (Headingley), 07861 392553
(Armley) or check out the PMA website: www.pmaschools.com/leeds for details of class
times and call in to find out more.

WHAT’S HAPPENING

IN THE SWIM
Victoria Pettitt, owner of Splish Splosh
swimming schools, knows from experience
the importance to children of learning to
swim.

“I jumped into the deep end when I was five,
with no swimming experience, and had to be
dragged out of the pool by my grandparents.
My friends had gone to the deep end – all I
wanted to do was play with them.”

Twenty-two years on, Victoria has five
swimming schools in Leeds and York. “I feel
everyone should have the opportunity to
learn to swim, and in a safe and fun
environment. These are the main principles
of the school. We have no waiting lists, and
lesson numbers never exceed eight,
allowing time to be given to each child.”

Splish Splosh provides all the necessary
equipment to aid the pupils in their learning,
including foam floats, arm rings, inflatable
swim vests and woggles, and due to an
affiliation with the Amateur Swimming
Association, pupils are able to earn
nationally recognised certificates and
badges as they progress. 

For more information on Splish Splosh
please phone Victoria on 01405 862849 or
07966 661201.

NEW LOOK
Rudding Park’s Clocktower
restaurant has reopened following
a stunning transformation, which
has seen no element of the
restaurant untouched. The new
Clocktower features a
cosmopolitan fusion of interior
design inspirations from all over
the world with a revamped menu
which includes an array of the
finest locally sourced dishes.  

The project to revamp
Clocktower was overseen by
Rudding Park directors, Simon and
Judi Mackaness and Peter Banks,
with the aim of creating a fun,
lively and relaxed experience for
everyone, no matter the occasion. 

Director of Rudding Park, Judi
Mackaness said: “We have scoured
the world, from Brazil and
Barcelona to Morocco and
Malaysia to source the finest
design features so Harrogate has a
restaurant it to be proud of.” 

SPLASH OF COLOUR
The hard work and dedication of the Slaid Hill
in Bloom supporters was rewarded recently
with a celebration night at The Dexter Pub,
which was attended by Lord Mayor
Mohammed Iqbal. 

Supporters have worked tirelessly to improve
the area with displays that include colourful
sponsored hanging baskets that provide a big
splash of colour, and landscaped flowerbeds.

Margaret Herbert, Co-Chair of Slaid Hill in
Bloom said: “We are grateful for all the
sponsorship and help we have received from
local business and companies.

“I would also like to thank Leeds City
Council and Fine and Country for their help.”

SPIRITUAL LEARNING
Weetwood Hall is about to commence its
first of many weekends aimed at
providing learning about the more
spiritual aspects of life. This venture
follows extensive customer research
which highlighted the need to provide
education of this type but in the comfort
of a luxurious and peaceful environment. 

Weetwood was happy to meet this
need as it furthers the advancement of
knowledge, one of the key aims of
Weetwood, being a wholly owned
subsidiary of the University of Leeds.
Weetwood hopes to establish itself in
this market place over the next five years
and to supplement its very successful
weekend trade with weddings. 

As an additional benefit all profits are
returned to the University to assist in the
provision of further learning. 

To find out more please call Elle on
0113 388 5702.
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“Don’t take our word for it...

...results speak for themselves”

To advertise please call Teresa 
on 0113 269 6767

northssiiddee

FAO Claire PickersgillNorthside Magazine
Re.  Uffizzi Interiors

Dear Claire,
Since we advertised in Northside the response to the piece has

been tremendous. People frequently come in and say they saw

our piece in the magazine and, before we know it, we are

presenting them with mood boards and sourcing products.

Although Uffizzi is new to the area, we have established our

interior design and project management services over many

years.  We are keen to raise people’s awareness of our range

of products and the advertorial accomplished this.

Claire at Northside provided us with a professional and tailor-

made package and we have been more than happy with the

response.

Stephanie HillUffizzi Interiors

Uffizzi Interiors Ltd.82 Street LaneRoundhayLeeds LS8 2AL
Tel: 0113 237 1177Fax: 0113 237 1177

Birch
Groundwork

Commercial & Residential 
Garden & Ground Maintenance

27 Wike Ridge Avenue
Alwoodley, LS17 9NL

0113 237 1140
07976 971630

Suppliers of Groundworks and
Flowerbeds to Slade Hill In Bloom
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I
f the idea of a salty sea breeze, a bag of fish and
chips and a stick of rock sounds like your idea of
fun then it’s time you took a trip to the seaside.
With so many stag and hen dos storming the pubs
and clubs every weekend, Blackpool is not for
those seeking tranquillity, but it does have much

more to offer. The bustling Golden Mile features reams of
arcades and amusements to entertain the masses. The
famous Pleasure Beach has three piers; the North Pier is a
favourite sunbathing spot, the Central Pier boasts a new
Big Wheel, while the circus marquee style front of the
South Pier is home to the Pier End Theatre, a popular
family attraction. If you are feeling active there are
several cycle trails to discover.

For a less frantic family-friendly beach full of activities
Robin Hood’s Bay provides the perfect opportunity to
stretch those limbs and have a ride on the cycle-ways.
Visit the range of coastal trails or venture to the Farsyde
Riding Centre. Robin Hood’s Bay Museum is also perfect
for fossil hunters; but if you’re more interested in creating
something new head to Doddlepots to discover your inner
artist and pottery making skills. 

For a slower paced fishing town and to escape the more
commercial tourist attractions Filey is the place to visit.
The beach is protected by the rock formation of Filey
Brigg, providing an un-spoilt seashore. There are also
several nature trails along the Brigg as well as rock pools
to keep you and the kids entertained. 

Head to Cleethorpes for a more traditional experience

seaside
Oh
be beside the

I do like to

From the thrills of the Pleasure Beach
to traditional fish and chips, British
coastal resorts have so much to offer.
Rana Sezgin looks at the north’s finest.

of the seaside, with donkey
rides on the beach and open top
buses. With a paddling pool and
boating lake also on offer if the
sea is too cold (let’s face it we
are in England) Cleethorpes is
perfect. 

On the East Coast Skegness
is one of the region’s busiest
beaches but also one of the
cleanest. If the kids are after an
exciting trek along the beach
Skegness boasts Britain’s best
kept donkeys.Whilst the
Pleasure Beach provides a
variety of rides from the fun
fair, amusements and arcades,
meaning the family will never
get bored.

The Yorkshire beaches of
Scarborough, North Bay,
Whitby, West Cliff and

Bridlington North Beach were
all named the cleanest beaches
in England in 2003, making
them great attractions for good,
clean family fun.

Scarborough, the most
famous of the three, was the
first official seaside resort in
England and has a range of first
class attractions. The Sea Life
Marine Sanctuary makes
learning fun, the Atlantis Water
Park features two of Europe’s
largest water slides and the
Kinderland children’s fun park
should keep the younger kids
entertained.

For a trip down memory lane
Whitby is perfect. It is
considered as Yorkshire’s
seaside gem full of worn out
cobbled streets and traditional
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English tearooms. With spectacularly
untainted cliffs and bays, good waves
for small surf and some of the best
fish and chips in the country, from the
world renowned Magpie Café, Whitby
combines old school style with breath-
taking views for an amazing day out. 

The North and South side beaches
in Bridlington have both
been voted in the top ten
best British beaches. The
South Beach is the most
popular with its firm
sands suited to avid
walkers who can stroll all
the way to Hornsea if they
wish. For children there is
a play area with motor
boats and rides, and as ever
all the usual seaside
delights, such as fish and
chips and seaside rock. ■

FEATURE

“With so many stag and hen
dos storming the pubs and
clubs every weekend, Blackpool
is not for those seeking
tranquillity, but it does have
much more to offer.”

Whitby

Filey
Robin Hood’s Bay

Scarborough

Bridlington

Cleethorpes

Skegness

Blackpool

MANCHESTER

SHEFFIELD

LIVERPOOL

LEEDS

FROM TOP: Scarborough -
the original seaside town;
Blackpool Pleasure Beach;
quaint and historical Whitby

Blackpool Tower
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Optica Mondi
467 Otley Rd 

Adel
Leeds 

LS16 7NR
0113 261 0088

Northside Magazine
126 Harrogate Road
Chapel Allerton
Leeds
LS7 6NZ

Dear Teresa 

Since our opening in January 2004, we have usedNorthside as our primary advertising medium. Webelieve that the key to generating a successful response isto advertise consistently and frequently and Northsidehas certainly sustained this belief.
In your December 2005 edition, we advertised our newOrtho K procedure in which patients wear a specialcontact lens as they sleep and which then enables them tohave excellent vision without glasses or contact lensesduring the day.

As a direct result of the Northside advert we received anexcellent response as usual, and have gained 8 newpatients for our Ortho K procedure.
We would like to thank you as always for yourprofessional service and advice, particularly in the advert
design.

Keep up the good work!

Yours sincerely

June Perera

To advertise call
0113 269 6767

works....
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PROPERTY SERVICES

HAIRDRESSERS

DDuunnccaann

148 Harrogate Road Chapel Allerton
Leeds LS7 4NZ

Mobile: 07968 987531
Tel: 0113 268 4286

Old & New Clients Welcome

Master Plan Garden Design
• Water Features

Planting • Vegetables
Skilled & Knowledgeable Assistance to get

your garden built 
Personal, Reliable, Creative 

garden & landscape: design & consultation

07810 525339
CATHERINE SMITH

BA(hons) Design: RHS General Exam:
HND Ecology & Conservation

www.greensmiths.biz 

GARDEN DESIGN

DENTAL SURGERYS

• Interesting & Innovative • Traditional to Modern
• Making your garden unique

• Hand drawn designs, making you garden unique
• Traditional to modern, court yard to landscape

• Built & planted by specialists

www.paperbark.co.uk
Chris@paperbark.freeserve.co.uk

54 Hartley Avenue, Woodhouse, Leeds

0113 246 8501 
or 07821 784317

Winner of the Silver Gilt Award
Harrogate Flower Show 2005

Now Showing At RHS Patton Flower Show
July 19th- 23rd Back to Back Garden 

Kitchen & Bathrooms fitted, wall and floor tiling, 
Plumbing & General property maintenance.

Free estimates, all work guaranteed 
Call: 0113 2791397
Or  07795104910

R & L
PROPERTY SERVICES 

Opening Hours Mon-Fri 9am-5pm Sat- 9am-12:30pm
www.horsforthdentalpractice.co.uk •  enquiries@horsforthdentalpractice.co.uk

2 Troy Road, Horsforth, Leeds, LS18 5NQ  

Tel: 0113 2582180
( Directly opposite Horsforth Train Station)

• We welcome new private & independent patients.
• We specialise in family orientated dentistry.
• We also have an in-house dental care plan available with cosmetic dentistry 

Saturday Morning Clinic available.

CLASSIFIED
Richard Darrington

0114 250 6300

CLASSIFIED
Kerrie Fisher 0114 250 6300
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FEATURE

All creaturesAll creaturesgreatgreat
ample grounds to explore and a
café to visit for a break afterwards.

If it’s variety you’re after, with
over 500 species, and 7,000 animals
on show, Chester Zoo is a must
see. Visit the newly housed orang-
utans and the world-famous jaguar
enclosure, take the kids to the Fun
Ark adventure play area or have
professionals bring out the inner
animal through face painting. You
could also make the most of the
summer by taking part in the family
picnic evening event on 20 July. If,
however, the skies open follow the
Rainbuster route around the zoo for
guaranteed dryness. A family ticket
costs £47.50.

To truly escape the British
climate visit Tropical World in
Leeds, featuring animals and plants
from the more exotic parts of the
world. In the Butterfly House
marvel at the 40 different varieties
of butterflies and moths as they
flutter past, enter the Nocturnal
Zone and face your fears as you are
surrounded by Egyptian fruit bats.
For something less interactive (and
scary) visit the Creature Corner
where, amongst lizards and mice,
you will find George, one of oldest
tortoises in Britain. Entry: £3 for
adults, £2 for children. ■

Go wild this summer and experience some
of the animal magic our region has to offer.A

s the sun streams in through the car
window, a lion roars a couple of
feet from a group of grazing zebras.
You can almost feel the Savannah
heat prickle your skin when you
suddenly realise you’re still far

from Africa; you’re in an English safari park. 
To see over 30 species of mammals roaming over

200 hectares of land visit Knowsley Safari Park
east of Liverpool. For a family ticket at £30, you can
view the interaction of animals such as rhinos,
elephants and camels. Once the safari is over, visit
the creepy-crawly Bug House, enter the free flying
Bird Display, or head for the Mizzy Lake Farmyard.
The spectacular abilities of Biffo and Max in the Sea
Lion Show, may also make a bit of a splash.

For a smaller, though no less interesting insight
into animal habitats, check out The Chestnut Centre
Otter and Owl Wildlife Park near Castleton. Stroll
through the 50 acres of unspoilt Derbyshire nature
trails to view the South American giant otter and
speckled owl, or observe the movements of the herd
of deer, wild cats and foxes. The centre is open daily
with a family ticket costing £18.

Visit Sheffield’s Heeley City Farm for farmyard
fun. Open every day with a range of animals
including prize-winning goats, incubator hatched
ducklings, large black pigs and the ever-popular
guinea pigs and rabbits. There are also herb gardens
and a playground to entertain.

Sheffield’s largest park, Graves Park, still offers
free entry to its rare breeds centre and animal farm
with handling enclosures. It’s open every day with

“You can almost feel
the Savannah heat
prickle your skin when
you suddenly realise
you’re still far from
Africa; you’re in an
English safari park.”

and smalland small
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Y
ou feel your heart begin
to race, your breathing
rate increases as you
check your harness is in
place and get ready for
the experience of a

lifetime. As you are propelled from 0-
100kph in 2.5 seconds you feel G-forces
stronger than those in a shuttle take off,
and faster than a Ferrari. Your stomach
churns as your vision is turned upside
down and you are catapulted several feet
above the ground. If you get an
adrenaline rush at the sound of this then
Rita Queen of Speed at Alton Towers is
the ride for you.

Without a doubt one of the biggest and
best theme parks around is Alton
Towers, easily accessible and a short
distance from junction 23a off the M1.
The park provides a variety of rides for
kids of all ages; from the Squirrel Nutty
ride to the fast-paced, high-speed Air.
There are constant new additions to the
theme park with Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory being the latest ride on
offer. This should provide fans of the

book and recently produced film a
chance to experience the magic of Willy
Wonka’s chocolate making expertise, and
is sure to be great fun. For younger kids
the new Bob the Builder live show will
entertain and provide a chance to relax
after the exhilarating rides.

American Adventure is an equally
great find for those with kids of all
ages. From the Aztec Kingdom and
Fort Saint Lawrence to the Waterfront
the areas for adventure are endless.
Situated off junction 26 of the M1
between Nottingham and Derby it’s the
perfect place to give the kids the
opportunity to discover America, with
live action shootouts just like cowboys
in the Old West. If the weather does
take a turn for the worse, the new
indoor play area in Rocky’s
Adventureland, should do the trick.

For younger children, Gulliver’s
Kingdom is ideal. Kids can experience a
leisurely journey on the new Pony
Express, cruise around on the Mini
Motorbikes or enjoy the Fish Ride. If
none of the above take your fancy why

“Your stomach
churns as your
vision is turned

upside down and
you are catapulted
several feet above

the ground.”

ABOVE: The beautiful grounds of
Alton Towers are home to one of the
country’s wildest theme parks; RIGHT
FROM TOP: Alton Towers’ popular
rides, Air and Nemesis

scream!scream!It’s aIt’s a
Take a deep breath, strap yourself in and hold on tight this summer,
with a visit to one of our region’s top theme and leisure parks.
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FEATURE

not Clown Around? New for 2006,
children now have the opportunity to visit
clown school; just watch out they don’t
learn anything too mischievous. You can
also combine fun with education and take
the kids on the Carousel of Evolution, an
exploration into the land of the Dinosaurs
and the prehistoric world.

Set in the heart of the countryside in
rural Lancashire, Camelot is situated
between Preston and Wigan and is
perfect if you fancy experiencing the
magic of Merlin and the Arthurian
legacy. Kids are able to view a ‘real’
jousting tournament, (minus the
decapitations of course) typical of medieval
times; as well as being able to take part
themselves on the Junior Jousting Horses. If
the kids are more interested in magic, then
Merlin’s School of Wizardry should also have
plenty to offer.

For variety, Flamingo Land near Malton
offers a theme park, zoo and holiday park in
one. The kids will never get bored with so
much on offer; from the lions to the fantastic
flamingos.

If it’s hot hot hot and you fancy cooling off,
then head to Lightwater Valley and take a
chance on the many water rides available. Do
you dare to go on the Sewer Rat, or brave the
Falls of Terror? It may be the perfect antidote

to the (hopefully) scorching summer weather
… but prepare to be drenched.

Speaking of water, Pleasure Island in
Cleethorpes has the combination of white
knuckle rides and classics such as the Carousel.
There are also the wonders of Clive, Bonny
and Zac to keep the kids entertained at the Sea
Lion show. But, if the rides do get too much
for you, or the kids, then there is always the
option of an impromptu seaside visit. 

With so much to choose from what are you
waiting for? Get travelling and start the fun! ■

SCREAM IF YOU WANT TO GO FASTER...
Terrified passengers enjoying the
rollercoaster at Pleasure Island
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ROAD TEST

I
t may not have conventional
looks, but the BMW 1-series
hatchback is striking from every
angle, with a shape that grows on
you the more you see it. 
First impressions really do not do

it justice, and as with every other new
BMW for many years, it will probably
sell like hot cakes. It is currently the only
hatchback on the market with rear wheel
drive, as the company sticks to its “rear
is best” philosophy through every model
in the range. 

My initial worry was that a lack of
power might spoil the driving
experience, but I should have known
better. It seems that driver pleasure is
still right at the top of the agenda for
BMW – just as it should be in a car from
a company with such a sporting history. 

Buyers are spoilt for choice when it
comes to engines and trim. There are six
different engines – four petrol and two
diesel – and five levels of trim, ranging
from bog standard to the wonderfully
sporty, M Sport. 

The smallest engine on offer is the 1.6
petrol from the 3-series, with 115bhp,
there is also a two litre with 150. The
two litre turbo diesel from the 3-series is
also available, in either 122bhp form, or

in the present range topper, with no less
than 163. This is the performance king of
the range at present, with bucket loads of
torque giving huge mid-range pulling
power - just as you would expect from a
BMW diesel. 

The petrol units are not quite so
flexible and need to be pushed up the rev
range to make the best of their available
power. But again this is a BMW, so
revving them is no hardship since they
spin so willingly and smoothly all the
way to the red line. 

The 1-series has a brand new platform
and rear suspension, which together
bring tremendous road holding and
handling. It is surely right up there with
the best on the market, aided by excellent
power steering. Hustling this one through
nasty corners it responds brilliantly,
almost instinctively to driver input and
feels incredibly safe, even when pushed
to the limit. 

The ride is not compromised either,
with supple body control that takes the
majority surfaces in its stride. And as you
would expect from a prestige car maker,
even the smallest BMW comes with six
airbags, anti-lock brakes and a stability
control system. 

The driving position is excellent,

perhaps one of the best in class, the
driver sitting pretty low down but with a
great view out over the bonnet, which for
once you can see. 

Equipment is reasonable in the lower
order cars and good in all the others, and
trading up to Sport specification adds
special alloy wheels, sports suspension
and different seats. 

Prices range from £15,995 for the
standard 116i rising to £26,540 for the
six-cylinder 130i M Sport. ■

Richard Abbey checks out the drive of the BMW 1-series hatchback.

DETAILS: 

BMW 130i M Sport

Engine: 2996cc
0 to 62: 6.1secs
Top Speed:  155
Combined MPG: 30.7
Servicing: When indicated
CO2 emissions: 221g/km
Price: £26,540

Who to see: 
BMW Scotthall Leeds
Sheepscar Way
Leeds, LS7 3JB
Tel: 0870 410 3763

REAROF THEYEARREAROF THEYEAR
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You’d be surprised how little 
it takes to own 1

The BMW 116i ES for just £99 per month
Please ask a member of the new car sales team for further information

On the road cash price £15,191.26*
Customer deposit £3,830.00
24 monthly payments £99.00
First monthly payment £224.00
Amount of credit £11,361.26
Optional final payment £10,644.78
Total amount payable £16,975.78

Typical 8.1% APR

Official fuel economy figures for the BMW 1 Series 116i ES: Extra Urban 48.7mpg (5.8 ltr/100km). 
Urban 26.9mpg (10.5 ltr/100km). Combined 37.7mpg (7.5 ltr/100km). CO2 emissions 181g/km.

Finance example is based on a 25 month BMW Select agreement for a BMW 116i ES with an annual mileage of 6,000 miles. 
Model featured is a 116i ES with standard alloy wheels, black bumpers and door handles. *On the road cash price includes 3 year
BMW Dealer Warranty, BMW Emergency Service, 12 months road fund licence, first vehicle registration fee, delivery, number plates 
and VAT. Figures are correct at time of going online and are subject to change without notice. All finance is subject to status and 
available to over 18s in the UK only (excluding the Channel Islands). Guarantees and indemnities may be required. We can arrange 
finance and hiring facilities for you.

Offer available on all cars delivered before 30th September 2006.

Scotthall

Leeds
The Ultimate 

Driving Machine
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