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Date 11 October 1994 

Justlfkatlon by State Party 

The company town Of Crespi d’Adda should be inscribed on the World Heritage List for tW0 reasons: 

a It is a rare example of a company town, both because of its privileged POSitiOn and because its urban and 
architectural stvle is unaltered; 

b It bears Witness to the most critical Period of evolutlon of modem SOCietV, the Industrial Revolution. 

Company towns were unusual not only for their urban structures but also, and more ImPOrtantlV, because 
they reflect the notion of an ordered society and precise economic growth. There were to be found a Clearlv 
defined hierarchy, Precise roles, and planned economic relationships. They are thus the result of the liberal 
theories of 19th century BrltiSh economists and of What has been called “paternalistic caPitallsm.” 

Another significant feature of Crespi Is its perfect state of COnSefVatlOn. OnlV NOiSlel-SUr-Marne (FfanCe) 
has the same qualitv of retaining its urban structure unaltered. All the other Italian company tOWnS teg Leumann 
in Turin and ROSSI in SChiO), along with New Lanark (Scotland) and KrUPP GemXXIV), have undergone major changes 
because they are located near large Cities. 

Category of ProPerty 

In terms of the categories of property set out in Article 1 of the 1972 world Heritage Convention, CreSPi d’Adda 
is a group of buildings. 

History and Description 

The first company towns were built in Europe in Belgium, France, Germany, and Great Britain, t0 hOUSe the large 
workforces assembled by the new generation of entrepreneurs to work In their factories, which were established 
close to sources of raw materials, power, etc. It was not until the creation of the national market following 
political UnifiCatiOn that they were set up in Italy. Crespl, in Capriate San Gervasio (Bet’gamO), IS the most 
characteristic and complete of these; Others were Leumann at COlegnO Turin) and Rossi at Schio (Vicenza). 

In 1875 Crlstoforo Benign0 Crespi, a textile manufacturer from BUStO ArSiZiO (VareSe), bought the 1 km’ 
valley between the rivers BembO and Adda, to the south of Capriate, with the intention of installIng a cotton mill 
on the banks Of the Adda. He decided to build three-storey multi-family houses for his WOrkerS around the mill, 
and these were erected in the early months of 1878, following an established European model. When the 
founder’s son, Silvio Benign0 Crespi, t00k over the management of the enterprise in 1889 he completed and 
modified the project, on the basis of a different urbanistic approach and a Clearer ideology. He turned away from 
the large multiple-occupancy blocks in favour of the single-family house, with its own garden, which he SdW as 
conducive to harmony and a defence against IndUStrlal strife. He put this policy into practice in 1892 and the 



years that followed, with success, since there was no strike or other form of social disorder for the fifty years of 
Crespi management. In addition to Small hOUSeS on the model that he advocated, he built a hydrOeleCtriC power 
station to supply his workers with free electricity, public lavatories and wash-houses, a CllniC, a consumer 
cooperative. a school and small theatre, a sports centre, a hOUSe for the local Priest and the local dOctOr, and 
other common services. Silvio Benign0 Crespi also supplied his company town with buildings with a more svmbolic 
Value, such as the Church, the castle (residence of the CreSpi family), a new Office COmPleX within the factory, and 
hOUSeS for the owners to the soutn of those of the workers (the former two of these date from the 1890s and 
the two latter from the early 1920s). 

The great depression of 1929 and the harsh fascist fiscal policy resulted in the Crespi family being obliged 
to sell me entire town to STI, the Italian textile enterprise, which transferred it to the Rossarl e VarZi company in 
1970. It then passed to the Legler company, which sold off most of the hOUSeS. It is currently in the hands of the 
Polli industrial group, which currently employs some 600 people, as compared with the 3200 employed during the 
years of maximum activity. 

Description 

The entire complex is laid out in a geometrically regular form. It is divided into two Parts by the main road from 
Capriate. The factory, a single, compact block with medieval ornamentation, is situated to the right, on the left 
bank of tne Adda; it contains the offices designed bv Ernest0 PirOvanO, architect of much of the COnStrUCtiOn 
carried out during the time of SilViO Benign0 CreSPi. 

On the Opposite side Of the main road are the houses, constructed Within a rectangular grld Of roads in 
tnree lines. In the original plan these were two-storev buildings OCCUPied by Several families, each with four 
rooms. NOWadayS each IndiVidUal family house has a Small garden and a vegetable garden, the latter Separating 
the hOUSes from the lavatories in the rear. The earlier hOUSeS can be CleaIW distinguished from the later ones on 
StyiStiC and layout grounds. There Is considerable Variation in the StVleS Of house, which makes for a Pleasing 
diWYSitV in the townscape. 

The Church was designed by the architect Luigi Cavenaghi fOlIOWing BfYimante’S Temple of Santa Maria 
in PiaUa in BUStO Ar~iti0 (the home Of the founder Of the COmpanV); COnStrUCtiOn began in 1891 and was 
Completed two years later. It is at the north end of the town in a square which alS0 includes in its surroundings 
the school and theatre. 

The Castle is the work Of Plrovano, and was completed in 1897. In Stvle it iS an admixture Of NeO-GOthiC 
Lombard elements, sculptures, and paintings with MOOriSh elements from the Veneto. The ensemble recalls the 
Romantic GOthiC period, an impression that is helghtened bv the use Of heterogeneous buildings materials-the 
ceppo stone of CaPriate, fired bricks, and Cement. 

The Cemetery lies at the southern end Of the town. It is dominated by the CreSPi family mausoleum, an 
Art nouveau structure, the work of GaetanO Moretti. 

Management ar?r( Protection 

Legal status 

The entire Property was in company ownership until the 19705 and was then split up. There are now fUUr Separate 
categories of OWnefXhip: public (belonging to tne Municipality); individual private; PrOPer%/ of the Leglettex-Polli 
Group; and propertv of the Roman catholic Church (Curia of BeTgamO). 

under the provisions of Law NO 1097 of 26 June 1939 on “Protection of natural beauties” CresPi d’Adda 
is designated as an “urban centre of historical cnaracter and environmental importance,” which ImPOSeS a number 
of restrlctions on owners. Law No 431 of 8 August 1985 brought tne entire area surrounding the river Adda and 
the woodlands round the urban centre within the terms of this designation. Only the Crespi family mausoleum 
is DrOteCted as an individual monument, under the prOViSiOnS Of Law NO 1089 Of 1 June 1939. 
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Management 

The relevant administrative body is the Municipality Of CaPriate San GefVaSiO. Its Municipal Urban Plan for CreSPi 
d’Adda, Prepared according to Law No 1150 Of 17 August 1942 and adopted bv the Town COUnCil on 23 June 1994, 
contains regulations controlling interventions on private and public buildings for which official authorization is 
obligatory. At the time of the submission of the nomination, this Plan was open for Public COnSUltatlOn, but has 
since been approved and is in force. 

The Consorzio per il ParCO RegiOnale dell’Adda NOrd and the COnSORiO della COmmUnitZi dell’lSOla 
Bergamasca also have roles in COnnectIOn With the OVerall management Of the area. The Plan0 Territoriale di 
Coordinamento (Territorial Coordination Plan), prepared in conformitv with national and regional IegiSlatiOn, has 
been in force since 6 December 1993. It has a wider field of application than the Municipal Urban Plan. So far as 
Crespi d’Adda is concerned, there are three levels of regulation, affecting areas of natuml interest, historical sites 
and areas with morphological and structural characteristics which must be preserved, and areas which need to 
be inserted into a specific context cle those where recuperative measures need to be taken). 

COnSerVatiOn and AUthentiCItY 

conservation history 

There has been no programme of COnSefVatiOn SPeCifl~llV based on the Cultural and historical SlgniflcanCe of 
Crespi d’Adda. A COnSlStent approach covering the entire complex of industrial, public, and Private buildings was 
maintained so long as it was In the ownershiP of a single entitv (the “comPanv”I. Since that time, the Private 
buildings, being in individual OWneKhiP, have been Well maintained, but ttIere has been some deterfOG3tiOn in 
the State Of the public buildings. These are now the subject Of restoration projects, in PartiCUlar the SChOOl, Where 
there is a Plan in active preparation for its re-use as a centre incorporating a museum, library, and meeting Centre. 

So far as the industrial buildings are concerned, Only part of the extensive Complex Is CUKentlV in use. 
As a result some areas are progressively deteriorating. Part of the regeneration project involves their 
rehabilitation and use for interpreting the town’s industrial past. More serious is the condltlon of the small 
hvdroelectrlc power station, which Is an excellent example of early 20th century Aft NOUVeaU architecture. Its 
technical equipment Is Still ifI Situ and Plans are being prepared for its rehabilitation as an IndUArial heritage 
museum. 

Authenticity 

A remarkable degree Of authenticity has been preserved at CreSPi d’Adda. All the Original elementIS - public, 
private, and industrial - SUNiVe intact: none has been demOliShed or substantiallv modified. There are some more 
recent constructions anClllarV t0 the dWelling houses which are Out Of keeping with the OVet?Ill appearance Of the 
town; these will be removed when the MuniCiPal Plan comes IntO full effect. 

zaluation 

Action by KOMOS 

An expert ICOMOS-TICCIH mission visited the tOWIn in January 1995 and reported on both its cultural Significance 
and its management and COnSefVatiOn. 

Oualities 

Crespi d’Adda is an exceptionally well Preserved example Of a European “COmpanv town” Of the late 19thIearlv 20th 
century. It Is outstanding for its completeness, for the minimal level of change that it has undergone over the 
past 120 years, and, in PartiCUlar, for the high ClUalltY Of its IavOUt and its architecture. 
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Comparatlve analysis 

The “model” industrial town dates back to at least as early as the 18th CentUfV, with examples such as FOrSmark 
and Lovsta in Sweden. A more COnSClOUSlv philanthropic or “utopian” element was intrOdUCed in the earlier 19th 
century, as, for example, bv Robert Owen at New Lanark (Scotland). The number Of Planned industrial tOWnS 
increased throughout the century and into the early 20th century all over Europe and in North America, led by 
industrialists Such as Rossi in Italy, KrUPP in Germany, and CadbUrY in England. CreSPi d’Adda came relatively late 
in this process, since pre-unification Italy did not encourage the development of large industrial enterprises. Its 
significance lies not so much in its historical importance but rather in its extraordinarilv high level of completeness 
and authenticity bv comparison with Other such ensembles. 

EOMOS recommendations for future action 

ICOMOS has no doubts about the high Qualitv of Crespi d’Aada, a view strongly SUppOrted by TICCIH, and of its 
future COnSetVatiOn, given the dedication of all those concerned with current projects, but it felt that in this case 
inSCriPtiOn must be preceded by a thorough comparative Study of “company towns.” 

This study had been carried out bv Professor Louis BergerOn of the Centre de Recherches HiStOrioUeS, 
Ecole deS Hautes Etudes en Sciences Soclales, Paris, the current President of TICCIH. In his report, prOfeSSOr 
Bergeron identifies two categories of this tVPe of cultural Property, the one in northern Europe and North 
America, inspired by the high Protestant mOfal codes of the early 19th CentUfV, and the other in southern Europe, 
more securely located within the ideological framework of the Catholic church. In the opinion of this expert, 
Crespi d’Aaaa is the most complete and best Preserved example of the latter category. 

Recommendation 

That this properly be inscribed on the world Heritage List on the basis of ma iv and v. 

Crespi d’Adda is an outstanding example of the 19th and early 20th century phenomenon of the 
“COmPanV town” in Europe and North America, which was an expression of the prevailing philosophy of 
enlightened industrialisrs towards their employees. It survives remarkably intact, and part is Still in 
industrial use, though changing economic and social conditions inevitably pose a threat to its continued 
survival. 

ICOMOS, November 1995 



LISTE DU PATRIMOINE MONDIAL Crespi d’Adda No 730 

ldentifkation 

t3ien propost? Crespi d’Adda 

tieu Region de Lombardle, province de Befgame 

ftat partre ltalie 

Date 11 octobre 1994 

Justification Bmanant de I’Etat Dat’tIe 

Le village Ouvrier de Crespi d’Adda devrait etre inscrlt sur la Liste du Patrlmoine mondlal pour deux tJiSOnS : 

a C’est un exemple unique de village ouvrler en raison de sa pOSitiOn privileglee et egalement du fait de 
son style architectural et urbain inaltere ; 

b II temoigne de la p&lode la plus cruclale de I’evolution de la societe mOderne a SaVOir Celle de la 
revolution industrielle. 

Les villages ouvrleK Ctalent r-ares non seulement du fait de leur StrWtUre urbaine, maIS aUSSl et surtout, 
parce qu’ils refletaient la notion de socrete organisee et de croissance CCOnOmlClUe. IIS obligeaient a une hi&arChie 
clairement deflnie, a des roles precis et a cles relations economiques planifiees. lls SOnt le reSultat des.theorles 
IlbemleS des economistes anglais du 19eme SieCle, theories oUalifieeS de “C3IitaliSme Paternalkte”. 

Son parfait etat de conservation eSt une autre caracteristlque de CreWi. SeUle en France, la vllle de Noisiel- 
SUr-Marne a elle aussi su conserver intacte sa structure urbaine. TOUS les aUtreS VlllageS OUVtieK cw’il S’agiSSe de 
Leumann a TUtin, de ROSSi a Schlo en Italle, de New Lanark en ECOSSe ou de Krupp en Allemagne ont Subi 
d’importants changements car ils SOnt a proximite de grandes VilleS. 

CatBgorle de blen 

En termes de categories de biens, telles qu’elles SOnt definies a I’article premier de la COnVentiOn du Patrimolne 
mondial de 1972, Crespi d’Adda est un ensemble. 

HiStOltW et DeSCrlDtiOn 

Histoire 

Les premieK villages ouvriers Ont ete COnStrUitS en Europe - BelglWe, France, Allemagne et Grande-Bretagne - afin 
de loger les nUmbreM OuvrieK, embauches par les nOWelleS generations d’entrepreneun pour travailler dans 
IeuK usines, installees a proximite des sources d’energie et de matieres premieres. Ce nest Qu’apres I’unification 
politioue de l’ltalie et la creation d’Un gC3nd march4 national que ces VillageS firent IeUr aPParltiOn dam la 
peninsule. Crespi, a Capriate San Gervasio (Beqame), eSt le plus COmplet et le plus caracteristique d’entre-eux. Les 
autres Sont Leumann a Colegno CTurit-0 et Rossi a Schlo (ViCenCe). 

En 1875, Crlstoforo Benign0 Crespi, fabrlcant de textiles de BuStO AKIZIO (varese), acheta un km’ de terres 
dam la vallee situee entre les rives du BembO et de I’Adda, au Sud de Capriate, avec rintention d’v installer une 
filature de coton sur les rives de I’Adda. ll d&Ida de construire a proximite de la filature deS maison de trois &ages 
comportant plusieun logements pour les families de ses ouvrien. La construction fut entreprise dans les PremieK 
mois de 1878 sur le mOdele habitue1 en Europe. Wand le fils du fondateur, Silvio Benign0 CreSPi rePrit la direction 
de I’usine en 1889, il termina et modifia le projet initial SelOn une approche d’urbanisme differente et une 
ideologie mieux definle. II renonca aux grands batiments 2 plusieun logements et IeUr Prefer2 deS maisons 
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individuelles avec jardin qu’il estimait plus propices a I’harmonie et mieUX adaptees pour resister aux conflits 
sociaux. II mit Cette politlque en PtWClUe d& 1892 et II await sans dOUte fait le bon ChOix car pendant plus de 
cinquante ans Crespi ne COnnUt ni greVeS ni COnflitS SOCiaUX. A Cote deS PetiteS maiSOnS concues sur le modele qu’ll 
preconisait, il construisit une usine nvdro-electricwe qui alimentait gratultement le village ouvrler en electrlcite, 
aes bains et IavoiK publics, une CliniCwe, une cooperative, une Ccole, un Petit theatre, un centre sportif, un 
presbytere pour le pretre lOCal, un dispensaire Pour le medecln lOCal, ainsi aue d’aUtreS SetViCeS COlleCtifS. Silvio 
Benign0 crespi ajouta deS batiments plus SvmbOliqUeS comme regllse, re chateau (residence de la famille Crespi), 
un ensemble administratif a I’interleur de I’usine et au sud deS maiSOnS aes OuvrieK, des maisons pour les 
Proprietaires cles deux PremieK batiments datent deS annees 1890 et les dernien du debut des annees 1920). 

La crise de 1929 et la severe politicwe flscale du gouvernement fasclste obligea la famille Crespi a vendre 
tout le Village a la STI, entreprise italienne de teXtlIe, qui a son tOUr le Ceda a Rossari eVaW en 1970. II passa enSUite 
a la SOCietC Legler qui Vendit la major/to deS maiSOnS. II appartlent actuellement au groupe industrlel Polli QUi 
emploie 600 penonnes aloK aue les annees ci’actlvite maximum 3200 penonnes v travaillaient. 

Descrimion 

L’enSemble a une forme geometrlque regullere. II est dlvise en deUX parties par la grand’rue qui mene a CaPdate. 
L’usine, batiment unique et compact avec des d&OKitiOnS r?X?di&ales est sltuee dans la Partie drolte SW la five 
gauche de I’Adda ; elle abrite IeS bureaux dessines Par Ernest0 PIrOMnO, i’architecte dun grand nombre de 
constructions realisees au temps de Sllvio Benign0 CreSpi. 

f 
De I’aUtre Cote de la grand’rue, on trOUVe IeS habitatlons COnStUiteS sur trOiS mgeeS, a I’lnterleUr dun 

quaarillage regulier de voies de circulation. DanS le Plan d’origlne, on avait PreVU des immeUbleS de dew &ages, 
destines a plusieun families recevant chacune un logement de cwatre Pieces. Aujourd’hul, chaque maiSOn 
individuelle a un petit jardin et un POtager qui S&are la maison des tOiletteS, a I’ardere de la maiSOn. Les 
premieres maisons se dlstlnguent facllement des aUtreS par IeUr stvle ce qul donne au Paysage une agreable 
diver%& 

L’egllse a et6 aessinee par I’archltecte Luigi Cavenaghi a I’image du temple de Bramante, Santa Maria in 
Piazza, a Bust0 AKIZ~O We natale deS fondateun de la societe) ; la construction commenca en 1891 et dura deux 
ans. L’eglise est sit&e au nora du village, sur une place 00 se trouvent egalement I’&Ole et le theatre. 

Le chateau est I’oeuvre ae PIrOMnO, il fut tehnine en 1897. Son style est un melange d’elements neo- 
gothiaues lombards, de SCulPtUreS et de peintures avec des elements maures du Veneto. L’ensemble rappelle la 
Periode rOmantiCWe gothicwe, Sentiment que renfOrCe le recOuK a une certaine diVeKite de nW?rlaUX, la Pierre 
de Capriate, le ceppo, la brique et le Ciment. 

Le cimetibre est au sud du village. II est domine par le mausolee de la famille Crespi, une StfWtUre de StVle 
Aft Nouveau clue I’On doit a Gaetano MOretti. 

Gestlon et Protection 

Statut juridique 

La totalite de la propriete appartenait a la SOCiete indUS.trielle jUSqUe danS IeS anneeS 1970 wand elle fUt mOrCelee. 
Elle appartlent maintenant a quatre categories de prOPrk%ireS : Public (la mUniClPalite), des PrOPrietaireS PriVeS, 
le groupe Leglertex-Polli et I’Eglise CathOliqUe et romaine (Curie de Berggame). 

Selon IeS dispOSitiOns de la Iol NO 1097 dU 26 Join 1939 pour la PrOteCtiOn deS beau% natUrelIeS, CreSPi 
d’Adda est designe comme un “centre urbain avec un caractere historlque et une valeur au Plan de 
l’environnement” ce qui impose un certain nOmbre de contralntes a ses proprl&aires. La loi No 431 du 8 aoQt 1985 
inclue la totalite des rives de I’Adda et res bOiS autour dU centre urbaln sous cette designation. Seul re mausolee 
de la famille Crespl est protege comme monument indiVidUel au titre de la lol No lo89 du ler iuln 1939. 



Gestion 

L’entite administrative competente est la mUniCiPalite de Capriate San Gervasio. Le Plan municipal d’urbanisme 
de Crespi d’Adda, prepare en accord avec IeS dlsPositlons de la Ioi No 1150 du 17 aoOt 1942 et adOpt3 par le conseil 
municipal le 23 Juin 1994, renferme des dispositions relatives aux intefVentlOnS COnCemant IeS batiments prives 
ou publics et pour lesquelles une aUtOrlMtiOn Officielle est obligatoire. Au moment 00 la PrOPOSitiOn d’lnscription 
sur la Liste du Patrimoine mondial etait aeposee, le programme d’urbanisme etait PreSente au public et a depuis, 
ete accepte et applique. 

Le “Consorzio per il parco regionale dell’Adda Nord” et le “Consorzio della COmmUnita dell’lsola 
BergamaSCa” jouent Cgalement un role lie a la gestion d’ensemble de la zone. Le “Piano territoriale di 

.coordinamento” (plan de coordination territoriale), prepare COnfOrmement a la legislation nationale et regionale 
est entre en vigueur le 6 decembre 1993. Ce Plan a un champ d’application plus vaste que le plan d’urbanisme 
municipal. POW tOUt ce oUi concerne CresPi d’Adda, trOiS niVeaUX de reglementation existent et Portent 
respectivement sur les zones d’interet naturel, les Sites historiques, IeS zones avec des caracteristiques 
morphologiques ou structurelies QIJ~ doivent etre PrOtegeeS’et sur IeS zones QUi neCeSSitent d’etre inclues danS 
un contexte specifique tcelles qui exigent des mesures de sauvegarde urgentes). 

COnSWVatIOn et AUthentiCit 

Historlque de la conservation 

Awn programme de conservation n’ a ete 6labOre en fOnCtlOn de la SlgniflCatiOn CUltUrelIe et hlStOriqUe 
Particuliere de Crespi d’Adda. Une approche coherente POrtant sur I’enSemble industriel qu’ll soit public ou prive, 
a ete suivie, tant que la totalite du village appartenait a une SeUle entlte (“I’entrePriSeY DePUiS IOK, IeS batiments 
privb, appartenant a deS penonnes inclivlduelles ont ete blen entretenUS tandis que IeS batiments publics se SOnt 
WeWe peu d&&lot-&. Ils sont l’objet de projets de restauration et en pafticulier, I’ecole, pour lacjuelle un 
programme de remiSe en activite comme mUSee, bibliotheque et Centre de reUniOnS eSt en COUK de preparation. 

POW ce qui eSt des batiments industriels, Seule une petite partie de I’enorme complexe est utilisee, ce 
qui a pour COnSeqUenCe la aeterioratlon de CertdlneS PattIeS d&affect&S. Le projet de regeneration prevoit entre 
aUtreS la rehabilitatlOn de ces structures et leur utlllsation comme temoins du passe industriel du village. La petite 
CentKle hVdrO-eleCtrICWe, superbe exemple de I’architecture Art NOuVeaU dU debut du 20eme SleCle, eSt danS un 
&at nettement plus critlque. Son equipement technique est toujoun In situ et deS programmes concernant sa 
rehabilitation en musee du patrimoine industriel sont en COUK de conceptlon. 

AuthentiCittS 

CreSPi d’Adda a COnSerVe un remarquable degrC d’aUttIentiCitt% TOUS IeS fXmentS d’origlne, publics, PriVeS et 
industrlels sont intacts. AUCUn n’a ete aemoli ni modifie de facon d&eminante. Dueiques constructions anclllalres 
Ont ete ajoutees recemment aux maisons d’habitation qui se distinguent cle I’ensemble de la cite et SerOnt 
supprimees Wand le plan municipal entrera COmPletement en vigueur. 

Evaluation 

Action de I’ICOMOS 

Une mission d’experts de I’ICOMOS-TICCIH S’eSt rendue sur place en janvler 1995 et a remls un rapport sur la 
signification culturelle ainsi que sur la gestion et la conservation du site. 

CaractrWstiques 

Crespi d’Adda est un exemple remarquablement bien conserve de village ouvrier europeen de la fin du 19eme- 
debut du 20eme siecles. II est eXCeptiOnnel par son entierete, par le faible niveau de modifications W’il a subies 
au long de ces cent-vingt aernieres annees et notamment, par la granae qualite de sa StrWtUre et de son 
arcnitecture. 
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Analyse COmpXatlVe 

Le village industriel “moaele” remonte au debut au i8eme siecle avec deS exemples comme F0Kn~k et Lovsta 
en Suede. Une almenslon plus phllanthroploue ou plus “UtOPioUe” a ete introdulte au debut du 19eme skcle 
comme, par exemple, a New Lanark (Ecosse) par Robert Owen. Un grand nombre de villages industrlels urbanises 
Sent apparus tout au IOng du 19eme et au debut du 20eme siecles, dans tOUte I’EUrOPe et en AmerlqUe du Nord, 
sous I’impuision d’lndUStrielS comme ROSSi en ltalie, KrUpP en Allemagne et Cadbury en Angleterre. crespi d’Adda 
fut construit relativement tard dans la mesure 00 I’ltarie de la Periode oui Ore&da I’unification n’encourageait pas 
la Creation d’entreprises industrielles de gMIdeS dimensions. Sa SignifiCatiOn ne Dent Pas tant a son ImpOrtanCe 
historique qua son tres haut niveau d’lntegrite et d’authentkite Surtout si on le compare a d’autres ensembles 
eauivalents. 

Recommandations de I’ICOMOS pour deS acrions fUtUreS 

L’ICOMOS n’a aucun doute sur la grande MleUr de CreSPi d’Adda, Point de vue Partage Par le TICCIH, alnSi que sur 
sa conservation future comme le prouve le aevouement des personnes concemees par les projets en tours. 
TOutefOiS, I’ICOMOS a considere que dans ce cas I’inSCriPtlOn devait etre PreCedee dune etude COmPamtiVe 
approfondie des villages ouvriers. 

Cette etude comparative a &e entreprise par le Professeur Louis Beqeron du Centre de ReCherCheS 
HistOriQueS de I’ECOle deS HaUteS Etudes en Sciences SOCialeS (Paris) et aCtUel President de TICCIH. DdtlS son 12pPOrt, 
le Professeur BergerOn identlfie deux GXCgOrieS de ce type de bien culturel. L’une, localisee en Europe du Nerd 
et en Amt?rique du Nerd, s’insplre deS codes moraux BleV& du PrOteStantiSme du debut dU 19eme SleCle et I’aUtre, 
locallsee en Europe du Sud, S’lnscrit solidement dans le cadre id~ologique de I’Eglise G3thOllqUe. D’aPr& Cet expert, 
Crespi d’Adda est I’exemple le PIUS COrYIPlet et le mieUX COnSeW? de Cette detTIlWe Catt%Orle. 

Recommandation 

Clue ce bien soit inscrit sur la Liste du Patrimoine mondial sur la base des crit4res Iv et v : 

Crespi d’Adda est un exemple exceptionnel du PhenOmene de Village OUWer WI vlt le jOUr en Europe et 
en Amerique dU Nora aux 19eme et 20eme siecles, expression de la PtIllOSOPtIie pr~dominante des 
induStrielS f?clair& a Mgard de IeUK emplOv&. Blen que I’eVOlUtlOn des COnditlOnS eCOnOmlqUeS et 
sociales ait constitue une menace in&itable 2 la SUNie de CreSPi d’Adda, son integrite est remarQuable 
et il a conserv6 en Pat-tie son usage industrlel. 

ICOMOS, novembre 1995 


