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Executive Summary 
 
The HIV/AIDS epidemic in the District of Columbia continues to present a major public health challenge. 
Although significant strides in the diagnosis, treatment and survival of those living with HIV and AIDS have 
occurred both nationally and locally, the District remains a city with one of the highest burdens of the 
disease in the United States.   
 
The following report contains the first ever statistics on HIV in the District, along with updated data on 
AIDS cases. Previously the District Government has reported on AIDS cases only. This unprecedented 
snapshot on people who have HIV but not yet progressed to AIDS in addition to people with AIDS offers 
the District a new tool to help improve the scope, quality, and distribution of care and treatment and 
prevention services in the District. 
 
The preeminent finding of this renewed annual examination of the District’s HIV and AIDS status is that 
every community and every population group is impacted by the virus. However, the data presented also 
shows specific and troubling aspects of the epidemic that require more review and response.  
 
Snapshot of the Epidemic 
 
As of 2006, there were 12,428 people reported as living with HIV and AIDS. Here is a quick breakdown on the 
characteristics of the epidemic in the District. 

 
• Race/ethnicity: 80.7% black, 12.7% white, 4.9% Hispanic, 0.2% Asian, 1.5% other. 
• Sex: 70% male, 30% female. 
• Mode of transmission: 33.2% men who have sex with men (MSM), 29.5% heterosexual contact, 

20.8% injection drug use (IDU), 3.3% MSM/IDU, 5.6% risk not identified (RNI), 7.5% other. 
• Geography: Wards 1, 5, 6, and 8 consistently had the highest number of newly reported HIV and 

AIDS cases as well as the highest rates of HIV and AIDS cases. 
• Age: the majority (two-thirds) of newly reported HIV and AIDS cases were among people ages 40 

to 49 and 30 to 39 years old. 
 
How the District’s epidemic compares to the country and other major cities. 

 
• The District had the highest AIDS case rate nationally (128.4 cases per 100,000 population in the 

District compared to 14.0 cases per 100,000 population in the United States).  
• The District’s rate for newly reported AIDS cases is higher than rates in Baltimore, Philadelphia, 

New York City, Detroit, and Chicago. 
 
At the end of 2006, there were 8,368 reported cases of people living with AIDS in the District, a 43% 
increase from 2001. While some of the increase is attributed to new infections, another major factor is the 
greater longevity among HIV positive individuals due to increased use of life prolonging HIV medications. 
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Major Findings 
 
There are several striking and disturbing findings of the District’s epidemic. The new data show that the 
epidemic is having a disproportionate impact on District residents compared to both the national picture of 
HIV and AIDS as well as the demographics of the District. 

 
Late testing, faster progression of the disease, and missed opportunities for prevention and treatment. 

 
• Between 1997 and 2006, almost 70% of all AIDS cases progressed from HIV to AIDS in less than 

12 months after the initial HIV diagnosis, primarily due to late testing. Nationally, only 39% of 
AIDS cases are late testers. This means that the individual was first diagnosed with HIV and shortly 
thereafter the disease had advanced to AIDS, decreasing the person’s life expectancy and increasing 
the cost of care and treatment – both which could have been avoided with earlier testing. 
 

More children are being born with HIV or AIDS when medical treatment can completely prevent mother-to-child 
transmission. 

 
• The District accounts for six percent of all mother-to-child (perinatal) HIV infections in the U.S. 

during the last five years. Between 2001 and 2006, there were 56 children ages 13 or younger 
diagnosed with either HIV or AIDS in the District of Columbia. Many states reported no new cases 
among children during this same time period.  
 

Heterosexual contact leads new transmissions. 
 

• Roughly 37% of newly reported HIV cases in the District were transmitted through heterosexual 
contact; followed by 27% through men having sex with men (MSM); 14% through intravenous 
drug use; and 22% from an unknown mode of transmission. Nationally, MSM remains the leading 
mode of transmission for new HIV cases.  
 

Women are a growing proportion of the District’s epidemic. 
 

• The number of women living with AIDS has increased by more than 76% over the past six years. 
The District has a larger number of newly reported HIV cases among females (47 cases per 100,000 
residents) than in other jurisdictions.  
 

Black community is hardest hit by the epidemic. 
 

• Although black residents account for only 57% of the District’s population, they account for 81% 
of new reports of HIV cases and approximately 86% of living AIDS cases. Black women constitute 
only 58% of the District’s female population, but they account for 90% of all new female HIV cases 
and 93% of living AIDS cases among women. 

 
Note on the Data 
 
The District began HIV surveillance in 2000 using code-based reporting, with new HIV cases were reported 
to the Department of Health (DOH) using a unique identifier code. The data presented on HIV cases that 
have not progressed to AIDS are limited to cases reported between January 1, 2001 (the start of code-based 
HIV reporting) and November 16, 2006.  HIV data collected on and after November 17, 2006, when the 
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District began confidential name-based HIV reporting are not included in this report. AIDS surveillance 
began in 1985 as confidential name-based reporting. The AIDS data presented in this report include cases 
reported through December 31, 2006. 
 
Surveillance data is collected primarily through the investigation of cases reported by laboratories and 
providers, and the data in this report is not adjusted for reporting delays. The report provides 
comprehensive demographic information about people living with HIV and AIDS. It shows readers “what” is 
going on with the epidemic with more detail than ever compiled previously, but we know we have more to 
learn about the “why” of how the epidemic continues to impact District residents.  DOH knows that there 
are more people with HIV or AIDS in the District. With better diagnosis of the virus, the reported numbers 
will increase. Subsequent reports will better inform public officials and community members for future 
prevention and planning. 
 
Call to Action 
 
Overall, this report shows that HIV/AIDS in the District has become a modern epidemic with complexities 
and challenges that continues to threaten the lives and well-being of far too many residents. The data 
presented here is not intended to sit on a shelf. It is meant to motivate stakeholders, public officials, medical 
and community providers, civic and business leadership, people living with HIV/AIDS, and every District 
resident to translate the numbers into policy and programmatic action. DOH urges everyone to consider 
how the severity of the epidemic in the District, seek more refined data, and challenge the administrators 
and network of services and providers that address HIV/AIDS to improve their response to this devastating 
disease. A successful outcome of this report will be increased targeted prevention efforts, more aggressive 
testing, and improved care for those in need. 
     
 

Executive Summary



 

4 District of Columbia HIV/AIDS Epidemiology Annual Report  2007 
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Section I.   Sociodemographic Characteristics of the 
Population of the District of Columbia 
 
Overview: 
 
Population 
 
According to the U.S. Census Bureau, the estimated population for the District of Columbia in 2005 was 
582,049 persons. This is a 1.7% increase from the 2000 Census population of 572,059. The District is 
divided into eight geographic regions known as “wards,” which ranged in population in 2000 from 61,532 
persons in Ward 8 to 82,845 persons in Ward 2. 
 
Table 1. Distribution of DC Population by Ward, 2000 
 
Ward Number of residents Percentage of total population  

(N =572,059) 
1 80,014 14.0 
2 82,845 14.5 
3 79,566 13.9 
4 71,393 12.5 
5 66,548 11.6 
6 65,457 11.4 
7 64,704 11.3 
8 61,532 10.8 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 data 
Note:  The most recent data regarding population per ward for the District of Columbia is from 2000. Note:  Percentages may not 
add to 100.0% because of rounding. 
 
Table 2. Percentage Distribution of DC Population by Race/Ethnicity and Ward, 2000, [N=572,059] 

 
Race/Ethnicity, % Ward 

White Black Asian AIAN* NHPI† Mixed 
Race 

Hispanic§ 

1  (n = 80,014) 35.2 43.2 3.6 0.5 0.1 4.4 23.4 
2  (n = 82,845) 56.2 30.4 6.9 0.3 0.1 2.7 8.6 
3  (n = 79,566) 83.6 6.3 5.3 0.2 0.1 2.5 6.5 
4  (n = 71,393) 10.3 77.9 0.9 0.3 0.0 3.1 12.8 
5  (n = 66,548) 7.9 88.2 0.8 0.3 0.0 1.6 2.5 
6  (n = 65,457) 27.2 68.7 1.3 0.2 0.1 1.6 2.4 
7  (n = 64,704) 1.4 96.9 0.2 0.2 0.0 1.0 0.9 
8  (n = 61,532) 5.8 91.8 0.5 0.2 0.1 1.1 1.5 
Total 38.4 56.5 3.2 0.4 0.1 1.4 8.2 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 data 
Note:  The most recent data regarding distribution by ward in the District of Columbia is from 2000.  
* AIAN:  American Indian/Alaskan Native 
† NHPI:  Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander 
§ For purpose of census data, persons of Hispanic/Latino origin are considered a distinct ethnic group and they are included in 
both a racial category and an ethnic category.   The percentage distribution of the Hispanic/Latino population, therefore, should 
not be included when totaling the percentage distribution of the racial categories. 
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The average population among all eight wards was 71,507 persons. There is a great deal of variance in racial 
distribution among the wards. The proportion of black residents ranged from 6.3% in Ward 3 to 96.9% in 
Ward 7. Similarly, the proportion of white residents ranged from 1.4% in Ward 7 to 83.6% in Ward 3. 
Black individuals made up the majority (≥50%) of the population in Wards 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8, with Wards 5, 
7, and 8 comprising over 80% blacks. The majority of individuals in Wards 2 and 3 were white. No single 
race made up the majority of the Ward 1 population. Ward 2 had the highest proportion of Asian residents 
(6.9%), and Ward 1 had the highest proportion of residents of Hispanic or Latino origin (23.4%).   
 
Public Health Structure 
 
The District of Columbia Department of Health (DOH) is responsible for programs and policies for the 
public health, safety, and well-being throughout the city. DOH is organized into seven administrations that 
provide such services as addiction prevention and recovery assistance; health emergency preparedness and 
response; health regulation and licensing; medical assistance; community health; disease monitoring and 
reporting; health policy and planning; sexually transmitted disease (STD) education, testing, and treatment; 
and immunizations.1 There are currently 16 hospitals in the District, which include federally-run 
institutions such as the Walter Reed Army Medical Center and the Veterans’ Administration Medical 
Center. The District’s only city-operated general services hospital, DC General, closed in 2001; however, 
the District does operate a number of public health clinics including an STD clinic, a Tuberculosis clinic, 
and a psychiatric hospital. DOH also funds a network of community health clinics, many operated by Unity 
Health Care, that provide primary care services for indigent and uninsured residents. DOH also administers 
the District’s Medicaid program and DC Healthcare Alliance system, an insurance program for low-income 
residents who are not eligible for Medicaid or Medicare. The HIV/AIDS Administration (HAA) is the 
division within DOH that conducts HIV/AIDS surveillance and administers federally and locally funded 
care, treatment, supportive services, prevention, and counseling, testing, and referral programs. 
 
Health Indicators 
 
The Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments Public Health Assessment Center published a 
report in 2001 that assessed the health of the Washington area based on 29 health indicators, which drew 
upon the 10 Leading Health Indicators outlined in Healthy People 2010.  According to the report, the 
District scored worse than the national average on 18 of the 29 indicators. Further, STD prevalence – 
specifically AIDS, chlamydia, and gonorrhea – was much higher among District residents compared to both 
the national average and the prevalence in the surrounding metropolitan area.2   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
1 http://doh.dc.gov 
2 http://www.mwcog.org/pdf/healthindicators.pdf 
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Demographic Characteristics 
Table 3. Percentage Distribution of DC Population by Age Group and Sex, 2006 
 
Age Group (years) Males  

(n = 272,664) 
Females 
(n = 308,866) 

Total Population 
(n = 581,530) 

 No. % No. % No. % 
<5  17,660 6.5 17,288 5.6 34,948 6.0 
5-13 27,388 10.0 26,800 8.7 54,188 9.3 
14-17 12,941 4.7 12,804 4.1 25,745 4.4 
18-24 32,486 11.9 39,096 12.7 71,582 12.3 
25-44 91,682 33.6 97,107 31.4 188,789 32.5 
45-64 62,788 23.0 72,159 23.4 134,947 23.2 
≥65 27,719 10.2 43,612 14.1 71,331 12.3 
Median Age (years) 34 35 35 
Source:  U.S. Census Bureau estimates for 2006 data 
Note:  Percentages may not add to 100.0% because of rounding.  
 
The 2006 Census estimate of the population of the District was 581,530. More than 50% of the population was 25 to 
64 years of age. In 2006, males comprised 47% of the District population, while females comprised 53%.  
 
Table 4. Distribution of DC Population by Race/Ethnicity and Sex, 2006  
 
Race/Ethnicity Males 

(n = 272,664) 
Females 

(n = 308,866) 
Total Population 

(n = 581,530) 
 No. % No. % No. % 

White 91,002 33.4 93,253 30.2 184,255 31.7 
Black 144,071 52.8 177,851 57.6 321,922 55.4 
Asian 8,224 3.0 10,246 3.3 18,470 3.2 
American 
Indian/Alaska Native 

722 0.3 745 0.2 1,467 0.3 

Native 
Hawaiian/Pacific 
Islander 

179 <0.1 189 <0.1 368 <0.1 

Mixed race 3,392 1.2 3,882 1.3 7,274 1.2 
Hispanic/Latino 
origin 

25,074 9.2 22,700 7.3 47,774 8.2 

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau estimates for 2006 data 

 
According to 2006 Census estimates, the majority of District residents (55.4%) were black (Table 4). An estimated 
144,071 (24.8%) black males and 177,851 (30.6%) black females were living in the District in 2006. There was a 
slightly higher proportion of black females than black males. The proportion (55.4%) of black residents in the District 
was significantly higher than the national average of 12.8%. Conversely, the proportion of residents who identified as 
white (31.7%) was less than the national average of 80.2%. White males made up a higher proportion than white 
females. Asians constituted 3.2% of the population, American Indians and Alaskan Natives constituted 0.3%, and 
Native Hawaiians and other Pacific Islanders constituted less than 0.1%. Persons reporting two or more races (mixed 
race) totaled 1.2%. Persons of Hispanic or Latino origin made up 8.2% of the population. Further, in 2005, foreign-
born individuals made up 13.1% of the population, compared to the national average of 12.4%.   
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Socioeconomic Characteristics 
 
Table 5. DC Residents (by Age, Sex, and Educational Attainment) Living Below the Poverty Level 
During the Past 12 Months, 2005 
 

 No. % Below 
Poverty Line 

Total Population (n = 513,127)* 97,617 19.0 
<18   35,310 32.2 
18-64  51,426 15.1 

Age (years) 

> 64  10,881 17.4 
 

Male  39,722 16.4 Sex 
Female  57,895 21.3 

 
Less than high school graduate 18,444 30.2 
High school graduate (or 
equivalency) 

17,096 21.9 

Some college, associate’s degree 8,562 13.3 

Educational 
Attainment† 

Bachelor’s degree of higher 8,756 5.2 
Source:  U.S. Census Bureau estimates for 2005 data  
Note:  The most recent data regarding poverty in the District of Columbia is from 2005.   
* Data is limited to the population for whom poverty status is known. 
† Based on the population aged 25 years or older. 
 
According to the Census Bureau, the median household income in the District in 2005 was $47,221, slightly higher 
than the national average of $46,242. The median income of white households ($77,534) was more than twice that of 
black households ($32,360). The unemployment rate in 2005, according to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, was 
6.5%; compared to the national average of 5.1%.3 In 2005, an estimated 19% of the District’s population was living 
below the poverty level,4 compared with a national rate of 13.3%.  Compared to 9.0% of the white population, 
25.5% of blacks and 17.6% of Hispanics are below the poverty line. A greater proportion of female residents 
(21.3%) than male residents (16.4%) were living below the poverty level. Nearly one-third of youth in the city 
(under the age of 18 years) lived below the poverty level; among 18 to 64 year olds, this proportion was 15.1%.  
Thirty percent of individuals who did not graduate from high school were living below the poverty line, compared to 
only 5.2% of individuals who received a Bachelor’s degree or higher. 

 
Table 6. Percentage Distribution of the DC Population 25 Years or Older by Educational Attainment 
and Sex, 2005 
 

Highest Educational Attainment Males, % 
(n = 170,565) 

Females, % 
(n = 201,367) 

Total, % 
(n = 371,932) 

None 1.4 1.1 1.2 
Some school, less than high school 
graduate 

15.6 14.8 15.3 

High school graduate (or equivalency) 19.3 22.5 21.0 
Some college, associate’s degree 15.4 19.0 17.3 
Bachelor’s degree or higher 48.3 42.7 45.3 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau estimates for 2005 data 
Note:  The most recent data regarding educational attainment is from 2005.   
Note:  Percentages may not add to 100.0% because of rounding. 

 

                                                 
3 http://stats.bls.gov/ 
4 The poverty threshold, or poverty line, is the minimum level of income deemed necessary to achieve an adequate standard of 
living. The Census Bureau determines poverty by looking at money income, plus family size and composition. 
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As of 2005, nearly one-half of District residents aged 25 years or older had received a Bachelor’s degree or 
higher. This was the most common level of educational attainment for both sexes, although it was reached by 
a higher proportion of males (48.3%) than females (42.7%); both of these percentages are significantly higher 
than the national average of 9.3%. A high school degree or General Educational Development (GED) 
equivalency was second-most common level of educational attainment among both sexes. Of the total 
population, 16.5% of residents had not received a high school diploma; and males (17.0%) were slightly more 
likely to not graduate from high school than females (15.9%).   

 
Table 7. Health Insurance Coverage of DC Adult Residents (19 to 64 years of age), 2005 
 

Source of Insurance Males Females % Total 
 No. % No. % No. % 

Employer 99,292 58.0 117,328 62.0 216,620 60.0 
Individual Plan 11,684 7.0 14,225 8.0 25,908 7.0 
Medicaid 19,789 12.0 32,633 17.0 52,422 15.0 
Other public 
provider 

3,581 2.0 2,408 1.0 5,989 3.0 

None/uninsured* 36,669 21.0 22,253 12.0 58,922 16.0 
Source:  Kaiser Family Foundation5 
Note:  Percentages may not add to 100.0% because of rounding. 
* Persons enrolled in DC Healthcare Alliance are included in this category. 

 
According to data from the Kaiser Family Foundation, the majority of adult District residents in 2005 
received health insurance coverage through their employer. Among females, the second-largest proportion 
(17.0%) received health insurance coverage through Medicaid; however, among males, the second-largest 
proportion (21.0%) was uninsured. This highlights a disparity between the proportion of males (21.0%) 
and females (12.0%) in the District who had no health insurance. In 2005, according to the federal Centers 
for Medicare and Medicaid Services, 28.0% of District residents were covered by Medicaid and 13% were 
covered by Medicare. As of 2006, an additional 7.0% of District residents were enrolled in the Healthcare 
Alliance.6 Also, in 2005, the District Government spent approximately $1.3 billion dollars on Medicaid and 
$93 million on the Healthcare Alliance. A total of $569 million in federal dollars were spent on Medicare 
for the District in 2005.7 
 

Risk Factors for HIV/AIDS 
 
Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS), DC, 20058 
 
The Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS) is a state-based annual telephone survey conducted 
in conjunction with the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). The survey focuses on 
health issues and risk behaviors associated with certain health conditions including HIV/AIDS. The District 
participates in BRFSS regularly and the most recent data from the survey conducted in the District are 
available from 2005. According to 2005 BRFSS data from the District; nearly two-thirds of the 2,819 
respondents (62.8%) indicated that they had ever been tested for HIV. This is substantially higher than the 
national rate of 37.8% in 2002, the last year for which national data was available.9 Males and females were 
about equally likely to have been tested. Respondents ages 35 to 44 years old were most likely to have been 
tested, with 73.0% indicating that they had received an HIV test. Those between the ages of 55 and 64 

                                                 
5 www.statehealthfacts.org 
6 http://doh.dc.gov/doh/lib/doh/services/health_care_safety_net/pdf/fiscal_year_06_web_page_as_of_9-30-06.pdf 
7 http://www.cms.hhs.gov/home/rsds.asp 
8 http://www.cdc.gov/brfss/ 
9 http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm5347a4.htm#tab1 

Section I. Sociodemographic Characteristics  



 

10 District of Columbia HIV/AIDS Epidemiology Annual Report  2007 

were least likely (50.1%) to have ever been tested, followed closely by 18 to 24 year olds (50.9%). Blacks 
and Hispanics were most likely to have been tested, with just over 68% of both groups reporting that they 
had received an HIV test. The proportion of whites was lower at 56.5%. With regard to geographic 
distribution, respondents from Wards 1 and 8 were most likely to have been tested (73.6% and 71.4%, 
respectively), while those from Ward 3 were least likely (49.0%). The majority (58.3%) of the respondents 
who had been tested indicated that they had been tested within the past year.   
 
The 2005 BRFSS assessed the prevalence of HIV risk factors by asking respondents if within the past year 
they had one or more of the following risk factors indicative of high-risk behavior:  used intravenous drugs, 
received treatment for a sexually transmitted or venereal disease, exchanged money or drugs for sex, or 
participated in anal sex without a condom. The vast majority of the 2,847 respondents (93.7%) indicated 
that none of the risk factors applied to them.10 Males (7.4%) were more likely than females (5.4%) to have 
engaged in at least one of the described behaviors. There was an inverse association between age and 
presence of risk factors; 8.4% of young adults aged 18 to 24 had at least one of the factors for high-risk 
behavior compared to only 3.3% of adults aged 55 to 64. A higher proportion of blacks (6.6%) and whites 
(6.5%), as compared to any other races, had at least one risk factor.  
            
 
Youth Risk Behavior Survey (YRBS, DC, 2005) 11 
 
The Youth Risk Behavior Survey (YRBS) is a health survey system that monitors the prevalence of health 
risk behaviors – including high risk sexual behaviors – among youth and adults.  Among youth, the survey is 
administered to students in grades 6 through 12. The survey includes questions regarding drug use, sexual 
behaviors, and STDs, including HIV/AIDS. According to 2005 data, 34.6% of male middle school students 
(grades 6 to 8) in the District had ever had sexual intercourse, compared to 13.6% of females. Among high 
school students (grades 9 to 12), males (54.5%) were again more likely to have ever had sexual intercourse 
than females (41.8%), but the divide between the sexes was less pronounced. Among students who had 
ever had sexual intercourse, 82.2% of middle schoolers and 76.2% of high schoolers reported using a 
condom during their last intercourse. A self-reported 82.5% of middle school students and 90.5% of high 
school students received HIV/AIDS education at school.   
 
Sexually Transmitted Disease Data12 
 
The rate of transmission of other STDs is a widely accepted proxy for HIV sexual transmission risk. In 
2006, there were 6,639 cases of chlamydia; 3,314 cases of gonorrhea; and 224 cases of syphilis reported in 
the District. Males comprised 95.1% of the syphilis cases, but only 24.9% of chlamydia cases. Blacks, who 
comprise 56.5% of the District’s population, were over-represented among chlamydia cases (85.3%), 
though the other STDs had a distribution more similar to that of the overall demographics in the District. 
The most common age for chlamydia and gonorrhea diagnoses was between 15 and 29 years of age, but 
syphilis was about equally common among persons 25 to 54 years of age.  

                                                 
10 This does not imply that these respondents had never engaged in such behaviors, but rather that they had not done so within the 
past 12 months.   
11 http://www.k12.dc.us/DCPS/dcpsHIV/HIVSURVEY.html 
12 Division of STD Prevention, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 
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Section II.  HIV/AIDS Case Surveillance 
 
Understanding National HIV/AIDS Reporting 
 
CDC routinely collects information on HIV and AIDS cases from all 50 states and certain other jurisdictions 
in the United States. CDC establishes case definitions, and requires that a minimum amount of information 
to be reported to CDC before the report is considered a “case.” Data on demographics (e.g., age, sex, 
race/ethnicity), mode of transmission, confirmatory test results, and AIDS-defining illnesses are collected 
by all reporting areas. Jurisdictions conduct surveillance through a combination of passive and active 
surveillance. “Passive surveillance” is the process by which providers submit HIV and AIDS case reports to 
the health department. “Active surveillance” requires the health department to investigate potential cases 
through direct contact with providers and other reporting sources. On a monthly basis, areas conducting 
HIV/AIDS surveillance send de-identified case information to CDC. CDC then aggregates this information 
to produce national estimates about the number of new cases of HIV (not AIDS) and AIDS, the number of 
people living with HIV/AIDS, the number of infected people that have died, and the modes of 
transmission. The surveillance information received by CDC is also used by the Health Resources and 
Services Administration (HRSA) for the allocation of monies for care, treatment, and support services 
under the Ryan White CARE Act programs, as well as by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development for the allocation of monies to provide housing assistance to people living with HIV/AIDS 
and their families. 
 
Surveillance data collected in this manner counts only HIV/AIDS cases that come to the attention of the 
public health departments. This type of surveillance, referred to as “case-based surveillance,” reflects 
population-based estimates for HIV (not AIDS) and AIDS. This differs from other methods of surveillance, 
such as “sentinel surveillance,” in which data collected on a small number of cases are used to make 
estimates about the true burden of disease. CDC also employs other surveillance methods; for example, 
“behavioral surveillance” examines behaviors that put people at risk for HIV and specialized testing methods 
to determine how long a person has been infected with HIV (“incidence surveillance”), among others are 
used to understand the epidemic.  
 
HIV/AIDS surveillance data and trends in these data are subject to changes in reporting systems, including 
changes in case definitions, and influences outside of reporting systems, such as advances in medical 
knowledge and standards for testing, care, and treatment. Notably, in 1993, the case definition for AIDS 
was changed to include CD4 counts less than or equal to 200, which resulted in an increase in the number 
of reported AIDS cases. In 1994, the U.S. Public Health Service began recommending routine testing and 
screening of pregnant women which led to a significant decrease in the number of cases of HIV transmitted 
from mother to child. In 1996, highly active antiretroviral therapy (HAART) became available, prolonging 
the time of progression from HIV to AIDS. In 2005, CDC required that all states and areas reporting HIV 
and AIDS cases transition to confidential name-based HIV reporting in order to provide a more accurate and 
reliable picture of the HIV epidemic. Most recently, in 2006, CDC recommended routine testing for HIV 
in all medical settings, in an effort to identify more individuals living with HIV/AIDS who are unaware of 
their status.   

 
Surveillance data are provided to CDC for use in making population-based estimates regarding HIV (not 
AIDS) and AIDS, including estimated numbers of new cases annually and the number of people living with 
HIV who are unaware of their infections. CDC uses complex statistical methods to analyze the data 
received. For example, among persons for whom the mode of transmission is not identified, statistical 
methods are used to reassign cases to a certain mode of transmission. In addition, because there are often 
delays between the time a person is diagnosed with HIV or AIDS to the time that they are reported to the 
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health department, CDC adjusts certain data analyses to account for these reporting delays. These 
adjustments allow for a more accurate picture of the epidemic. 
 
Understanding HIV/AIDS Surveillance Data for the District of 
Columbia 
 
HIV/AIDS surveillance has evolved in the District over the past two decades. AIDS reporting began in 1985 
in the District as confidential name-based reporting; that is, cases were reported to DOH by name. HIV 
(not AIDS) surveillance began as code-based (or non-name) reporting in 2001, with HIV (not AIDS) cases 
reported using a unique identifier code. In November 2006, the District began transitioning from code-
based HIV (not AIDS) reporting to confidential, name-based HIV (not AIDS) reporting, as per CDC 
requirements.  
 
The District of Columbia municipal code (22 DCMR § 206) mandates the reporting of HIV (not AIDS) and 
AIDS diagnoses. Only reports of confirmed cases are accepted, and anonymous tests are not reported. 
Surveillance reports for both HIV (not AIDS) and AIDS are received both passively and actively from a 
variety of sources including hospitals, private physicians’ offices, community-based organizations, clinics, 
and laboratories. Data on AIDS cases are entered into the federally issued HIV/AIDS Reporting System 
(HARS), and de-identified case information is shared with CDC monthly and used for national surveillance 
reports. DOH has released data on reported AIDS cases in previous epidemiologic profiles. The last profile 
was issued in 2003 and included data on AIDS cases through December 2002. Until November 2006, HIV 
(not AIDS) data were entered into a separate code-based reporting database known as the Unique Identifier 
System (UIS). These code-based data did not meet CDC reporting requirements for HIV case reporting, 
and were not accepted by CDC for inclusion in the national HIV surveillance reports.  Additionally, data 
from the UIS system have never been reported by DOH prior to the release of this Annual Report.  
 
An “HIV (not AIDS) case” refers to a person with a diagnosis of HIV infection who has not progressed to 
AIDS. An “AIDS case” refers to a person with a diagnosis of HIV infection and a later diagnosis of AIDS or a 
person with a concurrent diagnosis of HIV infection and AIDS.  HIV (not AIDS) cases that were previously 
reported and have since progressed to AIDS are removed from the UIS system and entered into the HARS 
database. Every effort is made to ensure that cases are not counted twice as both HIV (not AIDS) and AIDS 
cases.  
 
Transition to Confidential Name-Based HIV Reporting 
 
HIV (not AIDS) code-based reporting began in the District in January 2001. A unique identifier was 
generated for each HIV (not AIDS) report which consisted of a combination of the person’s last name, date 
of birth, sex, and social security number. Effective November 17, 2006, per CDC requirements, the 
District began implementing HIV reporting by name, which requires both laboratories and providers to 
report all HIV cases by name to DOH. In addition, laboratories are required to report all viral load tests, 
CD4 counts, and other tests indicative of HIV infection or an AIDS diagnosis. The transition to name-based 
reporting is currently underway; however, the HIV (not AIDS) data included in this report are reflective of 
the code-based HIV reporting era only. Thus, there were 471 HIV (not AIDS) cases that occurred in the 
District between 2001 and 2006 that are not included in this report that were reported after November 16, 
2006 by name.  CDC estimates that in the District, as in other states, reporting of trend data using name-
based HIV (not AIDS) reporting takes approximately five years, as the system matures. The District’s 
transition to name-based reporting is now consistent with all other states and jurisdictions that report HIV 
(not AIDS) cases to the CDC, and will help to better define the HIV epidemic in the District. 
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The District’s code-based reporting system has a number of limitations. As in most other jurisdictions using 
code-based systems, the District’s system was never formally evaluated. For example, the unique identifier 
code created to report HIV (not AIDS) cases was not evaluated for the uniqueness of the code elements, 
redundancy, or the completeness of reporting. Moreover, the reported HIV (not AIDS) data are not 
complete. As a result, there is a potential for duplicative reports both within the code-based HIV (not 
AIDS) reporting system and between the individual HIV (not AIDS) and AIDS reporting systems. DOH has 
completed extensive de-duplication efforts, further described below, to remove any potential duplicates 
identified in its database systems. The data presented in this report thus reflect persons diagnosed with and 
reported to have HIV (not AIDS) based upon the code-based data reported from January 2001 through 
November 2006, after completing de-duplication.  
 
HIV/AIDS Surveillance Methods 
 
In the District, HIV/AIDS cases are reported through a combination of active and passive surveillance. The 
majority of cases are identified through laboratory reports; however, cases are also identified through 
sources such as medical providers, hospitals, clinics, and community based organizations that provide HIV 
testing and treatment. Active surveillance requires that DOH field investigators review laboratory reports 
and medical records to identify cases and complete case report forms. HIV/AIDS cases are also identified 
through passive reporting, review of death certificates, and reports from other state health departments. In 
the District, approximately 90% of HIV/AIDS case surveillance consists of active surveillance.   
 
Delays in both HIV (not AIDS) and AIDS case reporting have been observed. In 2005, HAA staff were 
temporarily displaced due to an environmental incident, and there were significant disruptions to routine 
surveillance resulting in a large backlog of uninvestigated cases. HAA has since completely eliminated this 
case investigation and data entry backlog. Nonetheless, it is important to note that adjustments for delays in 
reporting, such as those performed by the CDC, have not been made to the data presented in this report. 
Therefore, the number of cases that were reported in recent years, including those in 2005 and 2006, may 
not reflect all cases diagnoses during that time period. Thus, the number of cases reported, for both HIV 
(not AIDS) and AIDS, may increase as new reports of cases are received. 
 
HIV (not AIDS) case reporting under the code-based reporting system occurred from January 2001 through 
November 16, 2006, after which the District transitioned to name-based HIV (not AIDS) reporting. All of 
the HIV (not AIDS) data represented in this report are representative of code-based reporting.  
 
The District also conducts “incidence surveillance” which uses blood specimens from infected individuals to 
determine whether the individual was infected with HIV within the last 90 days.  Incidence surveillance data 
is aggregated in order to determine trends in HIV infection at a population level. Data on the District’s 
incidence surveillance program are not included in this report, but will be released in subsequent 
epidemiologic profiles. As a result, the HIV (not AIDS) cases reported in this report are referred to as “new 
reports” of HIV (not AIDS), since, without the benefit of the incidence surveillance data, we can not state 
with certainty that these cases represent new HIV infections. 
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De-Duplication of Data 
 
All attempts have been made to de-duplicate and clean both the HIV (not AIDS) and AIDS data; however, 
there are concerns that are known to exist nationally relating to the accuracy of code-based reports as well 
as with respect to underreporting. Moreover, as discussed above, the District’s code-based system has 
never been formally evaluated. Each database has been reviewed for duplicates within the database as well 
as reviewed for duplicates between databases. HAA found that approximately 35% of HIV (not AIDS) cases 
were duplicate reports either within the HIV (not AIDS) reporting system or between the HIV (not AIDS) 
and AIDS reporting systems. Since completing this data cleaning process, every effort has been made to 
ensure that each case is only counted once -- either as an HIV (not AIDS) case or as an AIDS case. HAA is 
confident that approximately 95% of cases were counted only once in each database. This data cleaning 
process does not, however, address the completeness or accuracy of code-based reporting. 
 
Trends in Data 
 
AIDS reporting in the District began in 1985, and HIV (not AIDS) reporting began in January 2001. Peaks 
in both HIV (not AIDS) and AIDS cases in 2001 and 2002 are seen throughout the data due to the start of 
HIV surveillance. In general, reported cases peaked in 2002. This is most likely associated with the 
expansion of case reporting in the District in 2001 to include HIV reporting. Decreases in the numbers and 
rates of both HIV (not AIDS) and AIDS cases after 2005 and 2006 are not necessarily due to decreases in the 
true number of cases in the District.  These decreases may be explained by underreporting or reporting 
delays. Upon further surveillance, these numbers may change in future reports. 
 
Mode of Transmission Categories 
 
Seven categories regarding mode of transmission for HIV are used throughout this report, including men 
who have sex with men (MSM); heterosexual contact; injection drug use (IDU); men who have sex with 
men and also inject drugs (MSM/IDU); transfusion/transplant; Risk Not Identified (RNI); and other. 
Definitions of each category can be found at the end of this report in the glossary. With the exception of 
heterosexual contact, these categories are the same as those routinely used when reporting mode of 
transmission. Heterosexual contact includes persons who had heterosexual sexual contact with an individual 
known to have been HIV infected, or to be at high risk for HIV infection (This is equivalent to the CDC 
“high-risk heterosexual” mode of transmission). In addition, for purposes of this report, the heterosexual 
contact category also includes persons who reported only heterosexual contact and who had no other 
identified risk factor for HIV. Also, although CDC redistributes cases with Risk Not Identified (RNI) into 
other modes of transmission, it has not been done in this report. 

 
Organization of the Report 
 
In general, each section of this report begins with a summary of the more important data. This summary is 
followed by two descriptive tables; one by year (2001 through 2006), and a second table which describes 
the racial/ethnic breakdown of the data. These two summary tables precede detailed figures that describe 
the trends in the numbers of cases reported and the relevant rates for selected data. Below each figure are 
bullets that highlight the major findings in the data. All comparisons to national data are based upon the 
CDC 2005 Annual Surveillance Report. 
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Section III.  Overview of HIV/AIDS Nationally 
 
Introduction: 
 
Annually, CDC publishes a comprehensive surveillance report on HIV (not AIDS) and AIDS in the United 
States. The information published is estimated from data collected and reported by the 50 states and other 
dependent areas and jurisdictions that conduct AIDS reporting, and by the 33 states and dependent areas 
that conduct name-based HIV reporting. CDC indicates that data from these 33 states are thought to 
represent 63% of the U.S. epidemic. The last annual surveillance report was based on data through 
December 31, 2005. CDC classifies HIV/AIDS cases in three diagnostic categories: a diagnosis of HIV (not 
AIDS) infection; a diagnosis of HIV (not AIDS) infection with a later diagnosis of AIDS; and a concurrent 
diagnosis of HIV infection and AIDS.  This data is summarized below, and unless specifically noted 
otherwise, refers to adjusted CDC estimates13 for adults and adolescents age 13 years or greater.  
 
Figure 1. Estimated Number of AIDS Cases and Deaths among Adults and Adolescents with AIDS, 
1985 - 2005 - United States and Dependent Areas 

 
According to the 2005 CDC Annual Surveillance Report,14 by the end of 2005, more than 950,000 AIDS 
cases had been reported in the United States since the beginning of the epidemic, and more than 520,000 
infected persons had died. Between 2001 and 2005, the number of people newly diagnosed with HIV/AIDS 
in the 33 states with confidential name-based reporting fell slightly (from 39,944 to 37,331); however, the 
number of people living with HIV/AIDS in these areas increased (from 384,529 to 475,871) by 23.7%. A 
                                                 
13 CDC adjusts data reported by states to estimate year of diagnosis (which provides a more accurate picture of the HIV/AIDS epidemic) 
instead of year of report (which is more susceptible to biases in reporting).  CDC also statistically assigns a mode of transmission to cases 
reported without an identified risk factor, something that the District of Columbia does not do when reporting its data in this report or 
elsewhere. 
14 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. HIV/AIDS Surveillance Report, Volume 17, Revised Edition, June 2007 
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large part of this increase is likely due to the increased time that patients survive after an HIV or AIDS 
diagnosis with the availability of highly active antiretroviral therapy (HAART). In 2005, 174.5 out of every 
100,000 adults and adolescents in the United States were living with AIDS. Additionally, among cases 
diagnosed in 2005 for the 33 states that report name-based HIV (not AIDS) data to the CDC, there were 
137.0 cases per 100,000 population that were living with HIV (not AIDS).  
 
 Race/Ethnicity 
 
Figure 2. Estimated Number of Persons Living with HIV/AIDS by Race Ethnicity, 
2001 - 2005 - 33 States 
 

 
 
The CDC surveillance report shows that HIV/AIDS disproportionately affected racial and ethnic minorities, 
especially blacks, who comprised an estimated 49% of newly reported HIV/AIDS cases and an estimated 
44% of prevalent (or living) AIDS cases. Nearly one in three newly reported HIV/AIDS cases in 2005 was 
among black males. The rate of new HIV/AIDS cases among whites in 2005 was estimated at 10.4 cases per 
100,000 population; this rate is 3.5 times lower than the rate among Hispanics (36.7 cases per 100,000 
population) and 8.7 times lower than the rate among blacks (90.4 cases per 100,000 population). Between 
2001 and 2005, the percentage of people living with HIV/AIDS increased approximately 17% among 
whites, 20% among both blacks and Hispanics, and 42% among Asian/Pacific Islanders.   
 
Sex 
 
Data for 2005 show that males accounted for an estimated 74% of new HIV/AIDS cases and 73% of adults 
living with HIV/AIDS. Between 2001 and 2005, the estimated number of new HIV/AIDS cases decreased 
by 19% for females and by less than 1% (0.7%) for males. However, during the same period, the number 
of women and men living with HIV/AIDS increased by an estimated 25.2% and 23.7%, respectively.   
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Mode of Transmission 
 
Nationally, in 2005, transmission attributed to sexual contact among MSM comprised over 45% of all 
people living with AIDS. Among males, 59% of living AIDS cases were attributed to MSM, 20% to IDU, 
11% to high-risk heterosexual contact, and 9% to males who were both MSM and IDU. Among females, 
65% of living AIDS cases were attributed to high-risk heterosexual contact and 33% to IDU.   

 
Data on newly reported HIV/AIDS cases indicate that the epidemic is being driven increasingly by high-risk 
heterosexual contact. Between 2001 and 2005, the estimated number of females newly diagnosed with 
HIV/AIDS fell by 19%. The number of females infected via IDU fell by 33% versus a 14% decline among 
those infected through high-risk heterosexual contact.  Similarly, between 2001 and 2005, the estimated 
number of new diagnoses of HIV/AIDS cases among males who injected drugs decreased by 29%, but 
declined by 14% among cases attributed to high-risk heterosexual contact. Further, the number of male 
cases attributed to MSM increased by 12% during the same time period. 

 

Age Distribution 
 

Between 2001 and 2005, the number of new cases of HIV/AIDS increased among those 15 to 29 years old 
and 50 to 64 years old, and decreased among children under 13 and people ages 30 to 49 years old. 
However, the number of cases of HIV/AIDS cases was highest among people 35 to 39 years old, who 
comprised nearly one in six new HIV/AIDS cases in 2005. People living with AIDS tended to be somewhat 
older than people who had recently been diagnosed with HIV/AIDS. More than 40% of living AIDS cases 
were between 40 and 49 years old, and 70.1% were over the age of 40. This proportion is likely to increase 
as HAART substantially increases the length of time people can survive after an HIV/AIDS diagnosis. 
 
HIV/AIDS in Children 
 
The number of HIV/AIDS cases among children under the age of 13 has decreased dramatically since the 
implementation of guidelines to test and treat HIV-positive pregnant women and their children with 
zidovudine became standard in the mid 1990s. As of the end of 2005, there were 1,393 children under 13 
living with AIDS in the United States and 68 new pediatric AIDS cases, an extremely large decrease from 
the early 1990s when the number of new pediatric AIDS cases often reached 800 cases per year. Of the new 
HIV/AIDS cases, by race/ethnicity, 63.7% were black, 14.9% were Hispanic, and 16.7% were white. The 
leading mode of transmission for mothers of children with HIV infection before or at birth was high-risk 
heterosexual contact, followed by maternal injection drug use.  
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Figure 3. Reported AIDS Cases in Children < 13 Years of Age at Diagnosis, 2005 - United States and 
Dependent Areas, [N=93] 

 
Survival and Mortality 
 
The estimated number of deaths of persons with AIDS who resided United States decreased 4% from 2001 
through 2005. During this time period, the estimated number of deaths decreased among children less than 
13 years of age and in 20 to 44 year olds. The estimated number of deaths remained stable among persons 
aged 15 to 19 years and increased in the age groups 13 to 14, and in those 45 and older. In addition, the 
estimated number of deaths among persons with AIDS decreased among whites and blacks. The estimated 
number of deaths among persons with AIDS remained stable among Hispanics, Asians/Pacific Islanders, and 
American Indians/Alaska Natives. Among males and females with AIDS attributed to injection drug use, the 
number of deaths decreased, but the number of deaths among persons exposed through high-risk 
heterosexual contact increased.  
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Section IV.  Overview of HIV/AIDS in the District of 
Columbia 
 
This section provides an overview of the HIV/AIDS epidemic in the District. The individual sections that 
follow this overview will provide a more detailed look at HIV/AIDS with regard to sex, race, ethnicity, age 
at diagnosis, and mode of transmission. They also provide information on the geographic distribution of 
cases in the city, as well as a detailed look at HIV/AIDS among children less than 13 years of age at 
diagnosis. 
  
Summary  
 
Between 2001 and 2006, there were 7,947 new HIV/AIDS cases reported among District residents, of 
which 4,468 were AIDS cases. As of December 2005, according to CDC, the District had the highest AIDS 
case rate nationally (128.4 cases per 100,000 population in the District vs. 14.0 cases per 100,000 
population in the United States.15 The ratio of AIDS cases to HIV (not AIDS) cases in the District in 2006 
was 1.7 AIDS cases to each HIV (not AIDS) case.  Nationally, according to the CDC, the ratio of AIDS to 
HIV (not AIDS) cases varies, but it is generally around a one to one ratio.  
 
Further, although blacks in the District were estimated to comprise 55.4% of the population in 2006, they 
accounted for 78.9% of new reports of HIV (not AIDS) cases and approximately 81.2% of living AIDS 
cases. The percentage of reported HIV/AIDS cases from 2001 to 2006 among blacks (84.3%) was 9 times 
higher than whites (9.1%), and nearly 20 times that of Hispanics (4.5%). Nationally, among states with 
confidential name-based HIV reporting, CDC indicates that blacks account for 49% of the new HIV/AIDS 
cases diagnosed in 2005, and 44% of living (or prevalent) AIDS cases at the end of 2005.  
 
Nationally, among living AIDS cases, MSM sexual contact and IDU have been the leading modes of 
transmission. However, recent data show that heterosexual sexual contact is becoming one of the leading 
modes of transmission in the District, accounting for 26.5% of cases among those newly diagnosed with 
AIDS. This percentage is behind only MSM, which accounts for 27.7% of all newly diagnosed cases. Among 
newly reported HIV (not AIDS) cases, the proportion of cases attributed to heterosexual and MSM 
transmission is high as well, accounting for 37.4% and 25.8% of cases diagnosed from 2001 to 2006, 
respectively.   
 
In terms of the distribution, people ages 30 to 39 and 40 to 49 represent the majority of the HIV/AIDS 
epidemic at 31.3% and 34.2% respectively. Eighteen percent of new reports of HIV (not AIDS) and 12.1% 
of new reports of AIDS were reported among those 20 to 29 years of age. This age stratification of cases is 
similar to national trends. 
 
Deaths among those living with AIDS declined by 36.2% from 2003 to 2006. This decrease may be due to 
the increased availability of life-prolonging medications.  
 
There were 337 children under the age of 13 diagnosed with HIV (not AIDS) (n=146) and AIDS (n=191) 
since the start of the epidemic. The majority of these children were black and had acquired the infection 
perinatally (from mother to child). This trend is consistent with national trends regarding HIV/AIDS. 

                                                 
15 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. HIV/AIDS Surveillance Report, Volume 17, Revised Edition, June 2007. 
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Detailed Description 
 
The following contains the detailed description of the HIV/AIDS epidemic in the District with tables, 
figures and specific data points. 
 
Total Number of AIDS Cases Reported 
 
Table 8. Number of AIDS Cases among Adults and Adolescents by Race/Ethnicity, Sex, Mode of 
Transmission, and Age of Diagnosis, District of Columbia, Cumulative through 2006, [N=17,415] 
 
  White Black Hispanic Asian Other* Total 
  N % N % N % N % N % N % 
Male                         

MSM 2,615 89.2 4,642 46.4 353 64.4 <3 -- 49 76.6 7,661 56.5 
IDU 73 2.5 2,685 26.8 45 8.2 0 0 6 9.4 2,809 20.7 

MSM/IDU 121 4.1 738 7.4 25 4.6 0 0 0 0 884 6.5 
Heterosexual 

contact 42 1.4 1,095 10.9 69 12.6 <3 -- <3 -- 1,209 8.9 
RNI/Unknown 60 2.1 810 8.1 53 9.7 4 57.1 5 7.8 932 6.9 

Other† 20 0.68 41 0.41 3 0.55 0 0 <3 -- 66 0.49 
Subtotal 2,931 100.0 10,011 100.0 548 100.0 7 100.0 64 100.0 13,561 100.0 

              
Female             

IDU 57 43.5 1,598 44.2 19 22.1 0 0.0 5 21.7 1,680 43.6 
Heterosexual 

contact 52 39.7 1,505 41.7 54 62.8 <3 -- 12 52.2 1,624 42.1 
RNI/Unknown 16 12.2 463 12.8 13 15.1 0 0.0 6 26.1 498 12.9 

Other† 6 4.6 46 1.3 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 52 1.4 
Subtotal 131 100.0 3,612 100.0 86 100.0 <3 -- 23 100.0 3,854 100.0 

              
Age at 

diagnosis             
13-19 <3 -- 104 0.7 6 1.0 0 0 0 0 111 0.6 
20-29 407 13.3 2,001 14.7 127 20.0 <3 -- 14 16.09 2,550 14.6 
30-39 1,333 43.5 5,303 38.9 276 43.5 4 50 28 32.18 6,944 39.9 
40-49 961 31.4 4,349 31.9 157 24.8 <3 -- 30 34.48 5,499 31.6 
50-59 299 9.8 1,431 10.5 55 8.7 <3 -- 11 12.64 1,797 10.3 
≥60 61 2.0 436 3.2 13 2.1 0 0 4 4.60 514 3.0 

Subtotal 3,062 100.0 13,624 100.0 634 100.0 8 100.0 87 100.0 17,415 100.0 
*Other race includes mixed race individuals, Alaska Natives, American Indians, Native Hawaiian, Pacific Islanders, 
and unknown races. 
† Other includes hemophilia, blood transfusion, and occupational exposure (healthcare workers). 
 

• Since the beginning of the AIDS epidemic in the early 1980s, there were 17,415 AIDS cases 
reported between 1985 and 2006. Among these reported cases, males comprised 77.9% of 
reported AIDS cases diagnosed since 1982, with black males comprising 58% of cumulative AIDS 
cases reported, followed by black females (20.7%) and white males (16.8%).   
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• Blacks consistently represented a higher proportion of all reported AIDS cases than any other 
race/ethnic group. Blacks comprised as many as 78.3% (13,624) cases reported since 1985. The 
second race/ethnic group most affected by AIDS in the District was whites (n=3062), followed by 
Hispanics (n=634).  

• Overall the most reported mode of transmission among reported AIDS cases was MSM sexual 
contact (7,662) followed by IDU (4,433) and heterosexual contact (2,833). 

 
Newly Reported HIV/AIDS Cases  
 
Table 9. Reported HIV (not AIDS) and AIDS Cases among Adults and Adolescents, by Sex, 
Race/Ethnicity, Mode of Transmission, and Age at Diagnosis - District of Columbia, 2001 - 2006 

 
* The total number of DC 2006 population estimate does not include children under the age of 13 
† Persons of Hispanic origin were counted as Hispanic, regardless of a person’s racial identity. 
§ Other race includes mixed race individuals, Alaska Natives, American Indians, Native Hawaiian, Pacific Islanders, 
and unknown races. 
¶ Other includes hemophilia, blood transfusion, and occupational exposure (healthcare workers).  

 
HIV (not AIDS) (%) AIDS (%) 

Total 
HIV/AIDS 

(%) 

DC Population, 
2006 (%) 

Sex N % N % N % N % 
Male 2,114 64.7% 3,212 68.7% 5,326 67.0% 230,864 46.3% 
Female 1,155 35.3% 1,466 31.3% 2,621 33.0% 267,953 53.7% 
Subtotal 3,269 100.0% 4,678 100.0% 7,947 100.0% 498,817 100.0% 
Race/Ethnicity         
White 359 11.0% 361 7.7% 720 9.1% 169,766 34.0% 
Black 2,649 81.0% 4,050 86.6% 6,699 84.3% 265,516 53.2% 
Hispanic† 132 4.0% 224 4.8% 356 4.5% 39,379 7.9% 
Asian 9 0.3% 7 0.1% 16 0.2% 16,996 3.4% 
Other§/Unknown 120 3.7% 36 0.8% 156 2.0% 7,160 1.4% 
Subtotal 3,269 100.0% 4,678 100.0% 7,947 100.0% 498,817 100.0% 
Mode of transmission         
Men who have sex with men (MSM) 842 25.8% 1,294 27.7% 2,136 26.9% N/A --- 
Injection drug use (IDU) 432 13.2% 1,023 21.9% 1,455 18.3% N/A --- 
MSM/IDU 61 1.9% 158 3.4% 219 2.8% N/A --- 
Heterosexual contact 1,222 37.4% 1,241 26.5% 2,463 31.0% N/A --- 
Risk Not Identified (RNI) 712 21.8% 940 20.1% 1,652 20.7% N/A --- 
Other¶ N/A --- 22 0.5% 22 0.3% N/A --- 
Subtotal 3,269 100.0% 4,678 100.0% 7,947 100.0% N/A --- 
Age at diagnosis         
13-19 84 2.6% 48 1.0% 132 1.7% 52,259 9.0% 
20-29 588 18.0% 564 12.1% 1,152 14.5% 107,316 18.5% 
30-39 1,037 31.7% 1,452 31.0% 2,489 31.3% 92,194 15.9% 
40-49 1,033 31.6% 1,686 36.0% 2,719 34.2% 79,301 13.6% 
50-59 422 12.9% 718 15.3% 1,140 14.3% 70,909 12.2% 
≥60 105 3.2% 210 4.5% 315 4.0% 96,838 16.7% 
Subtotal 3,269 100.0% 4,678 100.0% 7,947 100.0% 498,817 100.0% 
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From 2001 through 2006, there were a total of 7,947 HIV/AIDS diagnoses reported among District adults 
and adolescents, of which, 3,269 were newly reported HIV (not AIDS) cases and 4,678 were newly 
reported AIDS cases.  
 

• HIV/AIDS in the District disproportionately affects blacks (84.3%) and males (67.0%).  
• Of all HIV/AIDS cases, 31.0% were attributed to heterosexual contact, followed by cases 

attributed to men who have sex with men (MSM) (26.9%).  
• Approximately 34.2% of all new HIV/AIDS cases reported were 40 to 49 year olds, followed 

closely by those ages 30 to 39 year olds (31.3%).  
 

Figure 4. HIV (not AIDS) and AIDS Cases among Adults and Adolescents -  
District of Columbia, 2001 - 2006 
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Note: Cases are counted as either HIV (not AIDS) or AIDS cases, but not as both. 
* Year refers to the year of diagnosis for new reports of HIV (not AIDS) and AIDS or the year during which people were 
living with AIDS. 
  
• The number of newly reported HIV (not AIDS) and AIDS cases in the District peaked in 2002 and 

has declined each year since. The decline in AIDS cases may be explained by the expanded use of 
HAART. The decline in reports of HIV (not AIDS) and AIDS cases may also be explained by 
reporting delays and/or underreporting of new cases; therefore conclusions regarding HIV (not 
AIDS) trends cannot be made with confidence based on code-based HIV (not AIDS) data. 

• In 2006, there were 403 new code-based HIV (not AIDS) cases and 700 new AIDS cases reported. 
• The ratio of AIDS cases to HIV (not AIDS) cases ranged from 1.2 AIDS cases for every HIV (not 

AIDS) case in 2001 to 1.7 AIDS cases for every HIV (not AIDS) case in 2006. 
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Living HIV/AIDS Cases and Mortality among those with AIDS 
 
Figure 5. Proportion of Reported Living HIV/AIDS Cases and Population, by Race/Ethnicity - 
District of Columbia, 2006 
 

White Black Hispanic Asian Other

HIV/AIDS Cases
N=12,428

District of Columbia Population
N=581,530

4.9%
0.2%

80.7%

1.5%
12.7% 8.2%

55.4%

1.6%3.2%

31.7%

 
* Other race includes mixed race individuals, Alaska Natives, American Indians, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific 
 Islanders. 
 

• While blacks make up 55.4% of the population of the District of Columbia, they account for 80.7% 
of those persons living with HIV/AIDS.  

• Although whites make up 31.7% of the District’s population, they accounted for 12.7% of persons 
living with HIV/AIDS. Similarly, Hispanics comprise 8.2% of the District’s population, they 
accounted for 4.9% of living HIV/AIDS cases. 

 
Figure 6. Proportion of Reported Living Male HIV/AIDS Cases and Population, by Race/Ethnicity - 
District of Columbia, 2006 
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 * Other race includes mixed race individuals, Alaska Natives, American Indians, Native Hawaiian, Pacific Islanders, 
and unknown races. 
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• Disproportionate to their representation of 52.8% of the District’s male population, blacks 

constitute 75.8% of males living with HIV/AIDS. 
• White males account for 33.4% of the District’s male population compared to their making up of 

16.9% of males living with HIV/AIDS. 
• Hispanic males account for 9.2% of the District’s male population and 5.8% of males living with 

HIV/AIDS 
 

Figure 7. Proportion of Reported Living Female HIV/AIDS Cases and Population, by Race/Ethnicity 
- District of Columbia, 2006 
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*Other race includes mixed race individuals, Alaska Natives, American Indians, Native Hawaiian, Pacific Islanders, 
and unknown races. 
 

• Disproportionate to their representation of 57.6% of the District’s female population blacks 
constitute 92.3% of cases among females living with HIV/AIDS, 

• Hispanic females account for 7.3% of the District’s female population and 2.9% of females living 
with HIV/AIDS. 

• White females account for 30.2% of the District’s female population compared to their making up 
2.8% of females living with HIV/AIDS. 
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Figure 8. Proportion of Reported Living HIV/AIDS Cases and Population, by Sex  
- District of Columbia, 2006 
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• Although black females and males account respectively for only 57.6% and 52.8% of the District 
population, 92.3% and 75.8% of persons living with HIV/AIDS are black females and males, 
respectively. 

• Although males comprise 46.9% of the District’s population, they make up 70.0% of persons living 
with HIV/AIDS.  

 
Figure 9. Proportion of Adults and Adolescents Reported Living with HIV/AIDS, by Mode of 
Transmission - District of Columbia, 2006 [N=12,428] 
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* Other includes hemophilia, blood transfusion, and occupational exposure (healthcare workers).  
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Table 10. Number and Proportion of Adults and Adolescents Reported Living with HIV/AIDS, by 
Age at Diagnosis - District of Columbia, 2006 [N=12,428] 
 

Age at diagnosis N  (%) 
13-19 211 1.7% 
20-29 2,079 16.7% 
30-39 4,438 35.7% 
40-49 4,012 32.3% 
50-59 1,352 10.9% 
≥60 336 2.7% 
Total 12,428 100.0% 

 
Table 11. Number and Proportion of Reported AIDS Cases and Adults and Adolescents Living with 
AIDS, by Sex and Race/Ethnicity - District of Columbia, 2006 
 

 
Number of newly reported AIDS 

Cases* (%) 
Number of persons living 

with AIDS † (%) 
Males N % N % 
White 335 10.4% 999 16.4% 
Black 2,675 83.3% 4,681 76.9% 
Hispanic 172 5.4% 357 5.9% 
Asian 6 0.2% 8 0.1% 
Other§/Unknown 24 0.7% 42 0.7% 
Subtotal 3,212 100.0% 6,087 100.0% 
Females N % N % 
White 26 1.8% 71 3.1% 
Black 1,375 93.8% 2,112 92.6% 
Hispanic 52 3.5% 76 3.3% 
Asian <3 <0.1% <3 <0.1% 
Other§/Unknown 12 0.8% 21 0.9% 
Subtotal 1,466 100.0% 2,281 100.0% 
Total 4,678 100.0% 8,368 100.0% 

 * Newly reported AIDS cases between 2001 and 2006 
 † Living AIDS cases reported and diagnosed between 1979 and 2006 
 § Other race includes mixed race individuals, Alaska Natives, American Indians, Native Hawaiian, Pacific 

Islanders, and unknown races. 
 

• The most commonly reported mode of transmission among persons living with HIV/AIDS was 
attributed to MSM (n=4,121), followed by heterosexual contact (n=3,670) and injection drug use 
(n=2,586) (Fig. 9). 

• The majority of persons living with HIV/AIDS were diagnosed between the ages of 30 to 39 
(35.7%) or 40 to 49 years old (32.3%) (Table 10). 

• Of male AIDS cases, black men made up 83.3% of new reports of AIDS cases among men and 
76.9% of living AIDS cases (Table 11). 

• Of female AIDS cases, black women accounted for 93.8% of all new reports of AIDS cases and 
92.6% of living AIDS cases (Table 11). 

 

Section IV. District of Columbia Overview  



 

27 District of Columbia HIV/AIDS Epidemiology Annual Report  2007 

Figure 10. AIDS Deaths among Adults and Adolescents, by Year of Death - District of Columbia, 
2001 - 2006, [N=1,863] 
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• Deaths among persons diagnosed with AIDS decreased overall between 2001 and 2006, most likely 

due to the increased use of HAART and prophylaxis against opportunistic infections.  
• There was a 36.2% reduction in mortality between 2003 and 2006.  
• On average, from 2001 to 2006, there were 310 deaths per year among people living with AIDS in 

the District.  
• In 2006, there were 224 deaths among people diagnosed with AIDS.  
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HIV/AIDS Cases in Children less than 13 years of age 
 
Table 12. Number and Percentage of Newly Reported HIV (not AIDS) and AIDS Cases among 
Children, by Sex, Race/Ethnicity, Mode of Transmission, Maternal Mode of Transmission, 
 - District of Columbia, Cumulative through 2006 
 
  HIV (not AIDS)  AIDS 
  N % N % 

Total 146 100 191 100 
 

Sex     
Male 62  42.5 90 47.1 

Female 84 57.5 101 52.9 
Race/Ethnicity         

White <3 -- 3 1.6 
Black 142 97.3 182 95.3 

Hispanic <3 -- 6 3.1 
Asian 0 0.0 0 0.0 

Other*/Unknown <3 -- 0 0.0 
Mode of Transmission         
Perinatally acquired 140 95.9 176 92.2 

Other†/Unknown 6 4.1 15 7.8 
Maternal Mode of Transmission         

Injection drug use 18 12.9 55 31.3 
Heterosexual contact 31 22.1 54 30.7 

Other†/Risk Not Identified 91 65.0 67 38.0 
Note:  Pediatric HIV (not AIDS) cases were diagnosed between 1989-2006.  Pediatric AIDS cases were diagnosed from 1983-2006. 

* Other race includes mixed race individuals, Alaska Natives, American Indians, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific 
Islanders. 
† Other includes heterosexual transmission, transfusion, hemophilia or unidentified mode of transmission. 
 

• A total of 146 HIV (not AIDS) cases and 191 AIDS cases among children less than 13 were reported 
through 2006. 

• Black children were predominantly affected by both HIV (not AIDS) (97.3%) and AIDS (95.3%). 
• The majority of HIV (not AIDS) (95.9%) and AIDS (92.2%) cases were perinatally acquired 

(mother to child). 
• Among those mothers for whom the maternal mode of transmission was identified, 22.1% of HIV 

(not AIDS) and 30.7% of AIDS cases were attributed to mothers who were infected through 
heterosexual contact. For both HIV (not AIDS) and AIDS cases, the maternal mode of transmission 
was not specified in the majority of cases.  
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Comparison of AIDS in the District of Columbia with Other 
Cities 16 
 
The District, which is classified for many governmental purposes as a state, is often compared to other 
states with high numbers of HIV (not AIDS) and AIDS cases. In order to provide a more meaningful 
comparison, the number of newly reported AIDS cases and the number of cases of persons living with AIDS 
in the District was compared to other cities with similar demographics and disease burden between 2001 
and 2005 (the most recent year data was available).   
 
Figure 11. Rates for Newly Reported AIDS Cases, by Year of Diagnosis and City, 2001 - 2005 
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16 Data for cities comparison includes adults, adolescents, and children diagnosed with AIDS. 
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Figure 12. Rates for People Living with AIDS by Year and City. 2001 - 2005 
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• In comparison to other cities of comparable demographics and high rates of infection, the District 
had the highest rate of new reports of AIDS cases. At the end of 2005, the rate was 117.7 cases per 
100,000 population (Figure 11). 

• The District also consistently had the highest AIDS prevalence rate among these cities at 1,386 
cases per 100,000 population living with AIDS by the end of 2005 (Figure 12). 
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Section V.  HIV (not AIDS) Diagnoses 
 
This section discusses HIV (not AIDS) cases reported to DOH. Although the District transitioned from 
code-based to name-based HIV reporting on November 17, 2006, the data presented here are only 
representative of data collected under the code-based era. The data here include all newly reported cases of 
HIV (not AIDS) received by the DOH for persons who were diagnosed between January 1, 2001 and 
November 16, 2006. All HIV (not AIDS) cases received during this time period were collected and entered 
into the unique identifier system (UIS). 
 
Summary 
 
Although blacks and Hispanics made up 63.6% of the total District population, they were over represented 
among new reports of HIV (not AIDS) cases, comprising 83.4% of the 3,269 newly reported HIV (not 
AIDS) cases in the District. The number of HIV (not AIDS) cases reported among men was consistently 
higher than the number of female cases across all racial and ethnic groups. There were 14 times more HIV 
(not AIDS) cases among white males than white females, and more than 4 times more HIV (not AIDS) cases 
among Hispanic males than Hispanic females. This large disparity among sexes was less evident among 
blacks, with 1.5 times as many black male HIV (not AIDS) cases compared to black female cases. Further, 
over 90% of all new reports of HIV (not AIDS) cases among women were among black women. Blacks and 
Hispanics also comprised 85.0% of newly reported HIV (not AIDS) cases among young adults 13 to 29 
years of age (n=571). 
 
The rate of HIV (not AIDS) cases in the District peaked in 2002 at 140 HIV (not AIDS) cases per 100,000 
population. In 2006, the rate had declined to 81 HIV (not AIDS) cases per 100,000 population, with a rate 
among males and females of 120 and 47 cases per 100,000 population, respectively; both rates of which are 
substantially higher than national trends for HIV (not AIDS) of 36.2 and 12.2 cases per 100,000 population 
for males and females, respectively. Additionally, the rate of HIV (not AIDS) cases was consistently lowest 
among those 60 years and older (range 13.9 to 22.8 cases per 100,000 population) and those 13 to 19 years 
of age (range: 13.4 to 44.8 cases per 100,000 population).  
 
MSM sexual contact and heterosexual sexual contact continued to be the leading modes of transmission for 
those newly reported cases of HIV (not AIDS). Among all newly reported HIV (not AIDS) cases, 25.8% of 
cases were attributed to MSM sexual contact. MSM as a mode of transmission accounted for 71.3% of all 
new reports of HIV (not AIDS) cases among white males, and one third of cases among black males. 
Heterosexual sexual contact was the second most reported mode of transmission among new HIV (not 
AIDS) cases in black and Hispanic males, accounting for nearly one third of all reported HIV (not AIDS) 
cases in each of these groups. Heterosexual sexual contact was also the leading mode of HIV (not AIDS) 
transmission among women of all racial and ethnic groups, except Asians for whom all cases were classified 
as Risk Not Identified. Approximately 95% of newly reported HIV (not AIDS) positive individuals who 
reported their mode of transmission as IDU were black or Hispanic (n=410), with 93.1% of all female IDU 
cases being found among black women. This is in contrast to the national statistics reported by CDC, in 
which 13.8% of women newly infected with HIV (not AIDS) through IDU were black.  
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Detailed Description 
 
The following contains the detailed description of the HIV (not AIDS cases) in the District with tables, 
figures and specific data points. 
 
Table 13. Number and Percentage of Newly Reported HIV (not AIDS) Cases among Adults and 
Adolescents, by Year of Diagnosis, Sex, Mode of Transmission, and Age at Diagnosis, 
District of Columbia, 2001 - 2006 
 

  2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 Total 
  N % N % N % N % N % N % N % 

Total 540 100.0 687 100.0 615 100.0 541 100.0 483 100.0 403 100.0 3,269 100.0 

                              
Sex                             

Male 344 63.7 439 63.9 414 67.3 332 61.4 307 63.6 278 69.0 2,114 64.7 

Female 196 36.3 248 36.1 201 32.7 209 38.6 176 36.4 125 31.0 1,155 35.3 

                              
Race/Ethnicity* 

                            

White 57 10.6 61 8.9 82 13.3 47 8.7 62 12.8 50 12.4 359 11.0 
Black 441 81.7 561 81.7 497 80.8 434 80.2 398 82.4 318 78.9 2,649 81.0 

Hispanic 23 4.3 21 3.1 26 4.2 33 6.1 11 2.3 18 4.5 132 4.0 
Asian <3 -- <3 -- <3 -- <3 -- 4 0.8 <3 -- 9 0.3 

Other 18 3.3 43 6.3 9 1.5 27 5.0 8 1.7 15 3.7 120 3.7 

                              
Mode of 
transmission                             

MSM 146 27.0 189 27.5 172 28.0 116 21.4 106 21.9 113 28.0 842 25.8 

IDU 70 13.0 96 14.0 84 13.7 84 15.5 62 12.8 36 8.9 432 13.2 
MSM/IDU 10 1.9 12 1.7 15 2.4 9 1.7 9 1.9 6 1.5 61 1.9 

Heterosexual 208 38.5 263 38.3 209 34.0 189 34.9 178 36.9 175 43.4 1,222 37.4 
RNI/Unknown 106 19.6 127 18.5 135 22.0 143 26.4 128 26.5 73 18.1 712 21.8 

                              
Age at 
diagnosis                             

13-19 11 2.0 13 1.9 21 3.4 23 4.3 9 1.9 7 1.7 84 2.6 
20-29 100 18.5 116 16.9 109 17.7 102 18.9 80 16.6 81 20.1 588 18.0 

30-39 195 36.1 238 34.6 207 33.7 136 25.1 146 30.2 115 28.5 1,037 31.7 
40-49 161 29.8 223 32.5 193 31.4 172 31.8 155 32.1 129 32.0 1,033 31.6 

50-59 59 10.9 84 12.2 64 10.4 88 16.3 71 14.7 56 13.9 422 12.9 
≥60 14 2.6 13 1.9 21 3.4 20 3.7 22 4.6 15 3.7 105 3.2 

*Other race includes mixed race individuals, Alaska Natives, American Indians, Native Hawaiian, Pacific Islanders, 
and unknown races. 
 

• Between 2001 and 2006, there were 3,269 newly reported cases of HIV (not AIDS). Among these 
newly reported cases, males comprised a larger proportion of cases than females.  
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There was a decline in the number of HIV (not AIDS) cases reported since 2002; however, this decline 
may be due to reporting delays or underreporting in recent years under the code-based reporting 
system. 
• Blacks consistently represented a higher proportion of newly reported HIV (not AIDS) cases than 

any other racial/ethnic group. Blacks comprised as many as 82.4% of new cases in 2005. The 
second racial/ethnic group most affected by HIV (not AIDS) in the District was whites (n=359), 
followed by Hispanics (n=132).  

• Overall the most reported mode of transmission among new reports of HIV (not AIDS) cases was 
heterosexual contact (37.4% between 2001 and 2006).  

• The largest decrease in cases by mode of transmission was among HIV (not AIDS) cases attributed 
to IDU. The number of cases decreased from 70 cases in 2001 to 36 cases in 2006, almost a 50% 
reduction.  

• Between 2001 and 2003, the highest proportion of HIV (not AIDS) cases was diagnosed between 
30 to 39 year olds after which the majority of HIV (not AIDS) cases was diagnosed among the 40 to 
49 year old age group. 

 
Table 14. Number and Percentage of Newly Reported HIV (not AIDS) Cases among Adults and 
Adolescents, by Race/Ethnicity, Sex, Mode of Transmission, and Age at Diagnosis, District of 
Columbia, 2001 - 2006, [N=3,269] 
 
  White Black Hispanic Asian Other Total 
  N % N % N % N % N % N % 
Male                         

MSM 239 71.3 530 33.4 48 44.9 6 85.7 19 24.7 842 39.8 
IDU 9 2.7 228 14.4 3 2.8 0 0.0 3 3.9 243 11.5 

MSM/IDU 8 2.4 51 3.2 <3 -- 0 0.0 0 0.0 61 2.8 
Heterosexual 

contact 20 6.0 457 28.8 30 28.0 0 0.0 13 16.9 521 24.6 
RNI/Unknown 59 17.6 322 20.3 26 24.3 <3 -- 42 54.5 447 21.3 

Subtotal 335 100.0 1,588 100.0 107 100.0 7 100.0 77 100.0 2,114 100.0 
                     
Female                         

IDU 6 25.0 176 16.6 3 12.0 0 0.0 4 9.3 189 16.4 
Heterosexual 

contact 15 62.5 651 61.4 15 60.0 0 0.0 20 46.5 701 60.7 
RNI/Unknown 3 12.5 234 22.1 7 28.0 <3 -- 19 44.2 265 22.9 

Subtotal 24 100.0 1,061 100.0 25 100.0 <3 -- 43 100.0 1,155 100.0 
                  
Age at diagnosis                         

13-19 3 0.8 66 2.5 5 3.8 <3 -- 9 7.5 84 2.6 
20-29 66 18.4 466 17.6 34 25.8 <3 -- 21 17.5 588 18 
30-39 150 41.8 788 29.7 54 40.9 4 44.4 41 34.2 1,037 31.7 
40-49 93 25.9 880 33.2 27 20.5 <3 -- 32 26.7 1,033 31.6 
50-59 39 10.9 362 13.7 5 3.8 <3 -- 15 12.5 422 12.9 
≥60 8 2.2 87 3.3 7 5.3 <3 -- <3 -- 105 3.2 

Subtotal 359 100.0 2649 100.0 132 100.0 9 100.0 120 100.0 3,269 100.0 

 
• Black males accounted for nearly half (n=1,588) of all new reports of HIV (not AIDS) cases, 

followed by black females (n=1,061) and white males (n=335). Over 90% of all newly reported 
cases of HIV (not AIDS) among women were among black women (n=1061). 
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• Among all newly reported male HIV (not AIDS) cases, 39.8% of cases were attributed to MSM 
sexual contact. Among white males, 71.3% of all newly reported cases of HIV (not AIDS) were 
due to MSM sexual contact (n=239). However, cases attributed to MSM sexual contact among 
blacks accounted for nearly two-thirds of all new MSM HIV (not AIDS) cases (n=530). 

• Heterosexual sexual contact was the leading mode of transmission of HIV (not AIDS) among 
women of all racial and ethnic groups with newly reported cases of HIV (not AIDS) (46.5% to 
62.5%), except for Asian women among whom none had an identified risk factor. 

• The leading mode of transmission among black and Hispanic males was MSM (33.4% and 44.9%, 
respectively). Heterosexual contact was the second leading mode of transmission for newly 
reported HIV (not AIDS) cases among black and Hispanic males, at 28.8% and 28% respectively. 
Of the 432 newly reported HIV (not AIDS) cases among injection drug users, 93.5% were black, 
and of those 43.6% were women. 

• With the exception of blacks, the 30 to 39 year old age group had the highest proportion of new 
reports of HIV (not AIDS) cases among all racial and ethnic groups. The highest proportion of new 
reports of HIV (not AIDS) cases among blacks was found among the 40 to 49 year old age group. 

 
Figure 13. Newly Reported HIV (not AIDS) Cases among Adults and Adolescents, by Year of 
Diagnosis and Sex - District of Columbia, 2001 - 2006  
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• During the code-based HIV reporting era (2001 to 2006), the number of new cases of HIV (not 
AIDS) reported in the District peaked in 2002 and then declined throughout 2006. This is most 
likely due to delays in reporting or underreporting; however, conclusions regarding HIV trends 
cannot be made with confidence based on code-based HIV data.  

• The number of new reports of HIV (not AIDS) cases among males was consistently higher than 
among females. 

• The ratio of male to female HIV (not AIDS) cases between 2001 and 2006 ranged from 1.6 to 2.2 
male cases to female cases. In 2006, there were 278 newly reported code-based HIV (not AIDS) 
cases among males and 125 reported cases among females, a ratio of 2.2 male cases to 1 female 
case.  
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Figure 14. Newly Reported HIV (not AIDS) Cases among Adults and Adolescents, by Year of 
Diagnosis and Mode of Transmission - District of Columbia, 2001 - 2006 
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• Heterosexual contact (37.4%) was consistently the most reported mode of transmission among 

new reports of HIV (not AIDS) between 2001 and 2006, followed by MSM (25.8%) and those with 
RNI (21.8%).   

• Cases attributed to IDU accounted for 8.9% (n= 36) of all newly reported HIV (not AIDS) cases in 
2006 and was the fourth most common mode of transmission.  

• The number of cases reporting MSM/IDU as the mode of transmission has remained relatively 
stable between 2001 and 2006 (n=10 vs. n=6, respectively).  
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Figure 15. Newly Reported HIV (not AIDS) Cases among Male Adults and Adolescents, by Year of 
Diagnosis and Mode of Transmission - District of Columbia, 2001 - 2006 
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• Among adult and adolescent males with newly reported HIV (not AIDS) cases, the most reported 

mode of transmission was MSM from 2001 to 2006 (n=842).  
• Heterosexual contact was the second most reported mode between 2001 and 2003; cases with RNI 

were second in 2004 and 2005. 
• By the end of 2006, heterosexual contact was again the second most reported mode of transmission 

among males newly reported with HIV (not AIDS).  
• After a decline in transmission attributed to MSM sexual contact between 2002 and 2005, there 

was an increase in 2006, with 113 newly reported HIV (not AIDS) cases.  
• There was a decline in all male cases attributed to IDU between 2004 and 2006.  
• At the end of 2006, new reports of HIV (not AIDS) attributed to MSM sexual contact remained the 

most reported mode of transmission among males (n=113), followed by heterosexual contact 
(n=88) and then RNI (n=49). 
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Figure 16. Newly Reported HIV (not AIDS) Cases among Female Adults and Adolescents, by Year of 
Diagnosis and Mode of Transmission - District of Columbia, 2001 - 2006 
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• Most new reports of HIV (not AIDS) among adult and adolescent females were attributed to 
heterosexual contact (n=701), followed by RNI (n=265).  

• Cases where mode of transmission was injection drug use briefly increased between 2001 and 
2002. The number of IDU cases then steadily declined after 2002. 

• The number of cases in women attributed to heterosexual contact declined between 2002 and 
2003, and again decreased between 2004 and 2006. 

 
Figure 17. Proportion of Newly Reported HIV (not AIDS) Cases among Adults and Adolescents, by 
Sex and Mode of Transmission - District of Columbia, 2001 - 2006 
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• Although 16.4% of newly reported HIV (not AIDS) cases among females were injection drug users 
between 2001 and 2006, the highest proportion of newly reported HIV (not AIDS) cases among 
females were among heterosexuals (60.7%), followed by RNI (22.9%).  

• During the same time period, transmission attributed to MSM accounted for 39.8% of all newly 
reported male HIV (not AIDS) cases.   

• Among men, the following is the proportional distribution by mode of transmission, 24.6% for 
heterosexuals, 11.5% for IDU, 21.1% for RNI, and 2.9% for MSM/IDU. 

 
Figure 18. Newly Reported HIV (not AIDS) Cases among Adults and Adolescents, by Year of 
Diagnosis and Race/Ethnicity - District of Columbia, 2001 - 2006 
 

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
Year of diagnosis

N
um

be
r o

f H
IV

 (n
ot

 A
ID

S)
 c

as
es

White Black Hispanic Asian Other*
 

*Other race includes mixed race individuals, Alaska Natives, American Indians, Native Hawaiian, Pacific Islanders, 
and unknown races. 
 

• Blacks were over represented among new cases of HIV (not AIDS) reported between 2001 and 
2006, accounting for between six and nine times the number of new reports of HIV (not AIDS) 
cases among whites in any given year.   

• Whites had the second highest number of new reports of HIV (not AIDS) cases among racial and 
ethnic groups.  

• The number of new reports of HIV (not AIDS) peaked among blacks in 2002. Since that time, there 
has been a steady decline in the number of new reports of HIV (not AIDS) cases among this racial 
group; however, this may be due to delays in reporting or underreporting of cases in recent years.   
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Figure 19. Proportion of Newly Reported HIV (not AIDS) cases among Adults and Adolescents, by 
Race/Ethnicity and Sex - District of Columbia, 2001 - 2006 
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*Other race includes mixed race individuals, Alaska Natives, American Indians, Native Hawaiian, Pacific Islanders, 
and unknown races. 

 
• According to 2006 Census estimates, 57% of the District population was black; however, blacks 

comprised 81% of the total HIV (not AIDS) cases reported between 2001 and 2006, and 92%  and 
75% of HIV (not AIDS) cases in women and men, respectively.   

• Hispanics (2.2%) and whites (2.1%) had the second highest proportion of HIV (not AIDS) cases for 
females. The second highest proportion of cases among males was found among whites (15.8%).  

• The smallest proportion of newly reported HIV (not AIDS) cases among both males and females 
were among Asians. 
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Figure 20. Newly Reported HIV (not AIDS) Cases among Adults and Adolescents, by Year of 
Diagnosis and Age of Diagnosis – District of Columbia, 2001 - 2006 
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• Overall, 30 to 49 year olds made up the majority of newly reported HIV (not AIDS) cases between 
2001 and 2006. During that timeframe, there were 1,037 newly reported HIV (not AIDS) cases 
among 30 to 39 year olds and 1,033 cases among 40 to 49 year olds, accounting for nearly two-
thirds of all new HIV (not AIDS) cases.   

• In 2004, the number of cases among 40 to 49 year olds exceeded that of 30 to 39 year olds and 
continued to remain higher than any other age group through 2006.  

• The number of newly reported HIV (not AIDS) cases among 20 to 29 year olds was the third 
highest and has remained relatively stable from 2001 through 2006. 

• From 2001 to 2006, both the youngest (13 to 19 year olds) and oldest age groups (60 and over) had 
the lowest numbers of newly reported HIV (not AIDS) cases, 84 cases and 105 cases respectively.  

• In 2006, there were 129 newly reported HIV (not AIDS) cases among 40 to 49 year olds, 115 cases 
among 30 to 39 year olds, and 81 new cases among 20 to 29 year olds. 
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Figure 21. Rates of HIV (not AIDS) Cases among Adults and Adolescents by Year of Diagnosis and 
Sex - District of Columbia, 2001 - 2006 
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• The total rate of new HIV (not AIDS) cases among adults and adolescents in the District peaked in 

2002 at 139.9 HIV (not AIDS) cases per 100,000 population.  
• In 2006, the total rate declined to 80.8 HIV (not AIDS) cases per 100,000 population.   
• The rate of new HIV (not AIDS) cases among males was consistently at least two times higher than 

the rate among females. In 2006, the HIV (not AIDS) rate among males was 120.4 cases per 
100,000 population compared to 46.7 cases per 100,000 population among females.  
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Figure 22. Rates of HIV (not AIDS) Cases among Adults and Adolescents, by Year of Diagnosis and 
Race/Ethnicity - District of Columbia, 2001 - 2006 
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*Other race includes mixed race individuals, Alaska Natives, American Indians, Native Hawaiian, Pacific Islanders, 
and unknown races. 

 
• The rate of newly reported HIV (not AIDS) cases among blacks was considerably and consistently 

higher than all other racial/ethnic groups. The rate decreased from its peak in 2002 from 203.9 
cases per 100,000 population to 119.8 cases per 100,000 population in 2006.   

• HIV (not AIDS) rates among the Hispanic population were the second highest during this time 
period, peaking in 2004 at 83.5 cases per 100,000 population. The rate among Hispanics decreased 
after 2004, but increased again in 2006 (45.7 cases per 100,000 population). This may be due to 
reporting delays or underreporting. 

• Among whites, the rate of newly reported HIV (not AIDS) cases has ranged from 29.5 in 2006 to 
52.3 cases per 100,000 population in 2004. The rates surpassed those of Hispanics in 2005 and then 
declined again. This trend could also be explained by underreporting.  

• In 2006, the rate of newly reported HIV (not AIDS) cases among blacks was 2.6 times higher than 
that among Hispanics and 4.1 times higher than the rate among whites.  
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Figure 23. Rates of HIV (not AIDS) Cases among Adults and Adolescents, by Year of Diagnosis - 
District of Columbia, 2001 - 2006 
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• The rate of newly reported HIV (not AIDS) cases was consistently highest among the 40 to 49 year 

old age group, followed by 30 to 39 year olds.  
• The rate of newly reported HIV (not AIDS) cases was consistently lowest among those 60 years and 

older (range: 13.9 to 22.8 cases per 100,000 population) and those 13 to 19 years of age (range: 
13.4 to 44.8 cases per 100,000 population).  

• There was an overall decline in the rate of newly reported HIV (not AIDS) cases among 20 to 29 
year olds and among 50 to 59 year olds.  

• In 2006, the rates of newly reported HIV (not AIDS) cases among the 40 to 49 and 30 to 39 years 
olds were 162.7 and 124.7 cases per 100,000 population, respectively. 
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Section VI.  AIDS Diagnoses 
 
This section discusses newly diagnosed AIDS cases reported to DOH. Although AIDS case reporting began 
in the District in 1985, unless otherwise noted, AIDS cases in this section refer to all newly reported cases 
of AIDS received by the DOH who were diagnosed between January 1, 2001 and December 31, 2006.  
 
Summary 
 
The number of AIDS cases reported in the last six years has remained relatively stable, aside from a peak in 
2002 consistent with the start of HIV (not AIDS) reporting. Between 2001 and 2006, there were 4,678 
new AIDS diagnoses among District residents. Delays in reporting most likely affected the numbers of AIDS 
cases in recent years, particularly for 2005 and 2006.  
 
In 2005, the rate of newly reported AIDS cases in the District was 136.4 cases per 100,000 population, 
more than eight times the national AIDS case rate of 16.6 cases per 100,000 population as reported by CDC 
in 2005. When comparing the proportion of cases within racial and ethnic groups, whites, blacks, and 
Hispanics in the District had approximately three to four times the AIDS case rate of their national 
counterparts in 2005, the latest time national data was available. On average, the rate of newly reported 
AIDS cases among males in the District was consistently more than twice the rate among females, which is 
consistent with national data.  
 
Overall, newly reported AIDS cases in the District have occurred predominantly among blacks and 
Hispanics, accounting for over 90% of all newly reported AIDS cases. Minorities were also over 
represented among young adults (13 to 29 year olds), with blacks and Hispanics comprising 93.3% of newly 
reported AIDS cases in that age group (n=571). Black men, who comprised only 25% of the District 
population, account for more than half (57.2%) of all new AIDS cases and over 70% of cases attributed to 
sexual contact with men who have sex with men. Black and Hispanic women comprise more than 30% of 
all newly reported AIDS cases in the District (n=1,427), disproportionate to national statistics on women 
and AIDS. White males had nearly13 times more AIDS cases compared to white females, while Hispanic 
males had slightly more than three times the number AIDS cases compared to Hispanic females. This 
disparity between males and females is less evident among blacks, with black males having approximately 
twice the number of AIDS cases as black females. 
 
Among all newly diagnosed AIDS cases, MSM sexual contact was the most common mode of transmission 
(n=1,294), but heterosexual contact followed closely behind (n=1,241).  Heterosexual contact constituted 
a higher proportion of newly reported AIDS cases among men in the District than among men nationally. 
Minorities were also over represented among injection drug users, with approximately 97% of AIDS cases 
reporting the mode of transmission as IDU being either black or Hispanic (n=996).  
 
Detailed Description 
 
The following contains the detailed description of the newly reported AIDS cases in the District with tables, 
figures and specific data points. 
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Tabular and Graphical Presentation of AIDS Cases by Sex, 
Race/Ethnicity, 
Mode of Transmission, and Age at Diagnosis  
 
Table 15. Number and Percentage of Newly Reported AIDS Cases among Adults and Adolescents, by 
Year of Diagnosis, Race/Ethnicity, Sex, Mode of Transmission, and Age at Diagnosis -  
District of Columbia, 2001 - 2006 

 
  2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 Total 

  N % N % N % N % N % N % N % 
Total 673 100.0 975 100.0 841 100.0 810 100.0 679 100.0 700 100.0 4,678 100.0 
                              
Sex                             

Male 457 67.9 680 69.7 589 70.0 567 70.0 443 65.2 476 68.0 3,212 68.7 
Female 216 32.1 295 30.3 252 30.0 243 30.0 236 34.8 224 32.0 1,466 31.3 

                              
Race/Ethnicity*                             

White 60 8.9 78 8.0 72 8.6 54 6.7 42 6.2 55 7.9 361 7.7 
Black 580 86.2 857 87.9 719 85.6 694 85.7 589 86.7 611 87.4 4,050 86.6 

Hispanic 30 4.5 33 3.4 40 4.8 49 6.0 41 6.0 31 4.4 224 4.8 
Asian 0 0.0 <3 -- 3 0.4 <3 -- <3 0.3 0 0.0 7 0.1 

Other* 3 0.4 6 0.6 6 0.7 12 1.5 5 0.7 <3 -- 36 0.8 
                              
Mode of transmission                             

MSM 197 29.3 309 31.7 250 29.7 206 25.4 142 20.9 190 27.1 1,294 27.7 
IDU 137 20.4 191 19.6 167 19.9 188 23.2 206 30.3 134 19.1 1,023 21.9 

MSM/IDU 28 4.2 33 3.4 24 2.9 27 3.3 22 3.2 24 3.4 158 3.4 
Heterosexual 148 22.0 244 25.0 209 24.9 206 25.4 188 27.7 246 35.1 1,241 26.5 

RNI 161 23.9 192 19.7 185 22.0 181 22.3 119 17.5 102 14.6 940 20.1 
Other† <3 -- 6 0.6 6 0.7 <3 -- <3 -- 4 0.6 22 0.5 

                              
Age at diagnosis                             

13-19 <3 -- 11 1.1 9 1.1 13 1.6 9 1.3 4 0.6 48 1.0 
20-29 77 11.4 95 9.7 102 12.1 107 13.2 92 13.5 91 13.0 564 12.1 
30-39 228 33.9 322 33.0 298 35.4 235 29.0 194 28.6 175 25.0 1,452 31.0 
40-49 250 37.1 366 37.5 277 32.9 282 34.8 252 37.1 259 37.0 1,686 36.0 
50-59 89 13.2 150 15.4 120 14.3 129 15.9 90 13.3 140 20.0 718 15.3 
≥60 27 4.0 31 3.2 35 4.2 44 5.4 42 6.2 31 4.4 210 4.5 

*Other race includes mixed race individuals, Alaska Natives, American Indians, Native Hawaiian, Pacific Islanders, 
and unknown races. 
† Other includes hemophilia, blood transfusion, and occupational exposure (healthcare workers).  
 

• Between 2001 and 2006, there were 4,678 new reports of AIDS cases. Among these cases, males 
comprised a larger proportion of cases than females.  

• Blacks consistently represented a higher proportion of newly reported AIDS cases than any other 
racial/ethnic group.  

• Overall, the most reported mode of transmission among cases was MSM; however, in 2005, the 
highest proportion of AIDS cases was attributed to IDU; and in 2006, the highest proportion of 
AIDS cases was attributed to heterosexual contact. 
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• By age of diagnosis, the greatest proportion of AIDS cases was diagnosed when they were between 
the ages of 40 to 49 years old. However, it should be noted that the number of AIDS cases 
diagnosed between 50 to 59 year olds increased by nearly 60% between 2001 and 2006. 

 

Table 16. Number and Percentage of Newly Reported AIDS Cases among Adults and Adolescents, by 
Race/Ethnicity, Sex, Mode of Transmission, and Age at Diagnosis - District of Columbia, 2001 - 2006, 
[N=4,678] 
 
  White Black Hispanic Asian Other* Total 
  N % N % N % N % N % N % 
Male                         

MSM 261 77.9 928 34.7 89 51.7 <3 -- 15 62.5 1,294 40.3 
IDU 13 3.9 547 20.4 17 9.9 0 0.0 4 16.7 581 18.1 

MSM/IDU 15 4.5 137 5.1 6 3.5 0 0.0 0 0.0 158 4.9 
Heterosexual 

contact 12 3.6 512 19.1 33 19.2 <3 -- <3 -- 560 17.4 
RNI/Unknown 34 10.1 542 20.3 27 15.7 4 66.7 3 12.5 610 19.0 

Other† 0 0.0 9 0.3 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 9 0.3 
Subtotal 335 100.0 2,675 100.0 172 100.0 6 100.0 24 100.0 3,212 100.0 

                     
Female                         

IDU 7 26.9 420 30.5 12 23.1 0 0.0 3 25.0 442 30.2 
Heterosexual 

contact 14 53.8 631 45.9 29 55.8 <3 -- 6 50.0 681 46.5 
RNI/Unknown 5 19.2 312 22.7 10 19.2 0 0.0 3 25.0 330 22.5 

Other† 0 0.0 12 0.9 <3 -- 0 0.0 0 0.0 13 0.9 
Subtotal 26 100.0 1,375 100.0 52 100.0 <3 -- 12 100.0 1,466 100.0 

                     
Age at diagnosis                         

13-19 0 0.0 44 1.1 4 1.8 0 0.0 0 0.0 48 1.0 
20-29 37 10.2 479 11.8 44 19.6 0 0.0 4 11.1 564 12.1 
30-39 138 38.2 1,214 30.0 87 38.8 4 57.1 9 25.0 1,452 31.0 
40-49 115 31.9 1,495 36.9 60 26.8 <3 -- 14 38.9 1,686 36.0 
50-59 58 16.1 631 15.6 22 9.8 <3 -- 6 16.7 718 15.3 
≥60 13 3.6 187 4.6 7 3.1 0 0.0 3 8.3 210 4.5 

Subtotal 361 100.0 4,050 100.0 224 100.0 7 100.0 36 100.0 4,678 100.0 
*Other race includes mixed race individuals, Alaska Natives, American Indians, Native Hawaiian, Pacific Islanders, and unknown races. 
† Other includes hemophilia, blood transfusion, and occupational exposure (healthcare workers). 

 

• Between 2001 and 2006, there were 4,678 new reports of AIDS cases reported to DOH. The 
majority of these newly reported cases was among black males (n= 2,675), followed by black 
females (n= 1,375) and white males (n=335). 

• Among males, 40.3% of newly reported AIDS cases were attributed to MSM, and this was the 
leading mode of transmission among white, black, and Hispanic males.  

• Among females, 46.5% of newly reported AIDS cases were attributed to heterosexual contact, and 
this was the leading mode of transmission among all racial and ethnic groups.  

• Overall, the greatest number of newly reported AIDS cases were among 40 to 49 year olds 
(36.0%) followed by 30 to 39 year olds (31.0%). However, among whites, Hispanics and Asians, 
the highest proportion of newly reported AIDS cases were among 30 to 39 year olds, whereas it 
was highest among 40 to 49 year olds for blacks and those of other races. 
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Figure 24. Newly Reported AIDS Cases among Adults and Adolescents, by Year of Diagnosis and Sex 
- District of Columbia, 2001 - 2006 
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• Between 2002 and 2005, the total number of newly reported AIDS cases in the District declined. 

This overall decline may be due to a combination of increased use of HAART and prophylactic 
medications and by underreporting or delays in reporting in recent years.  

• The number of AIDS cases reported among males and females peaked in 2002, with 680 and 295 
new reports of AIDS, respectively.   

• In 2006, there were 476 new reports of AIDS cases among males and 224 cases among females, a 
ratio of two male cases to each female case.   
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Figure 25. Proportion of Newly Reported AIDS Cases among Adults and Adolescents, by Sex and 
Mode of Transmission - District of Columbia, 2001 - 2006 
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• Although 22.5% of newly reported AIDS cases among females had RNI between 2001 and 2006, 
the highest proportion of newly reported AIDS cases among females were among heterosexuals 
(46.5%), followed by IDU (30.2%).  

• During the same time period, transmission attributed to MSM accounted for 40.3% of all newly 
reported male AIDS cases.   

• Proportions of mode of transmission were similar among men for IDU (18.1%), heterosexuals 
(17.4%), and those with RNI (19.0%). 

 
Figure 26. Proportion of Newly Reported AIDS Cases among Adults and Adolescents, by 
Race/ethnicity and Sex - District of Columbia, 2001 - 2006  
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*Other race includes mixed race individuals, Alaska Natives, American Indians, Native Hawaiian, Pacific Islanders, 
and unknown races. 
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• Racial and ethnic minorities are disproportionately affected by AIDS in comparison to their 
distribution in the District’s population. Although black and Hispanic males and females were 
estimated to account for 63.3% and 66% of the population, respectively, they accounted for 97.2% 
of all new reports of AIDS cases among women and 88.7% among men.   

• Between 2001 and 2006, the majority of newly reported AIDS cases were among black males and 
females. 

• Asians, both males and females, had the lowest proportion of newly reported AIDS cases. 
 
Figure 27. Newly Reported AIDS Cases among Adults and Adolescents, by Year of Diagnosis and 
Race/Ethnicity - District of Columbia, 2001 - 2006 
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• Blacks were over represented among new cases of AIDS reported between 2001 and 2006, 

accounting for between 9.5 and 10 times the number of new reports of AIDS cases among whites in 
any given year.   

• Whites had the second highest number of new reports of AIDS cases among racial and ethnic 
groups.  

• New reports of AIDS cases among Hispanics were always lower than among whites, although this 
difference was minimal in 2004 and 2005. 

• The number of new reports of AIDS peaked among blacks in 2002. From 2002 to 2005, there was 
a steady decline in the number of new reports of AIDS cases among this racial group; however, in 
2006, the number began to increase once again. The decrease from 2002 to 2005 may be due to 
delays in reporting or underreporting of cases in those years. 
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Figure 28. Newly Reported AIDS Cases among Adults and Adolescents, by Year of Diagnosis and 
Mode of Transmission - District of Columbia, 2001- 2006 
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* Other includes hemophilia, blood transfusion, and occupational exposure (healthcare workers). 
 

• Between 2001 and 2006, MSM sexual contact was the most common mode of transmission 
reported among newly reported AIDS cases (n=1,294). Heterosexual transmission was the second 
most common mode of transmission (n=1,241), followed by IDU (n=1,023).   

• After 2002, there was a steady decline in the number of newly reported AIDS cases among MSM, 
however between 2005 and 2006, there was a 33.8% increase in the number of newly reported 
MSM AIDS cases.  

• Between 2003 and 2005, there was an increase in the number of newly reported AIDS cases among 
those with infection attributed to IDU, with this mode being the most common mode of 
transmission in 2005.   

• The number of newly reported AIDS cases among heterosexuals was highest in 2006 (n=246), 
increasing by 30.8% since 2005.  
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Figure 29. Newly Reported AIDS Cases among Adult and Adolescent Males, by Year of Diagnosis and 
Mode of Transmission - District of Columbia, 2001 - 2006 
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* Other includes hemophilia, blood transfusion, and occupational exposure (healthcare workers). 
 

• Among adult and adolescent males with newly reported AIDS cases, the most reported mode of 
transmission was among MSM from 2001 to 2006 (n=1,294).  

• RNI cases were the second most reported mode between 2001 and 2004, after which IDU and 
heterosexual contact were second and/or third. 

• By the end of 2006, heterosexual contact was the second most reported mode of transmission 
among males newly reported with AIDS.  

• There was a large increase in the number of newly reported male AIDS cases attributed to 
heterosexual sexual contact, with 78 cases in 2005 and 123 in 2006, a 57.7% increase.  

• After a decline in transmission attributed to MSM sexual contact between 2002 and 2005, there 
was an increase in 2006, with 190 newly reported AIDS cases.  

• There was a decline in all cases attributed to IDU between 2005 and 2006.  
• At the end of 2006, new reports of AIDS attributed to MSM sexual contact remained the most 

reported mode of transmission among males (n=190), followed by heterosexual contact (n=123), 
those with RNI (n=72) and then IDU (n=66). 
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Figure 30. Newly Reported AIDS Cases among Adult and Adolescent Females, by Year of Diagnosis 
and Mode of Transmission - District of Columbia, 2001 - 2006 
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* Other includes hemophilia, blood transfusion, and occupational exposure (healthcare workers). 
 

• Most new reports of AIDS among adult and adolescent females were attributed to heterosexual 
contact (n=681), followed by IDU (n=442).  

• RNI cases accounted for between 13.4% and 26.9% of female cases between 2001 and 2006. The 
number of RNI cases also declined after 2003, and a proportion of these cases are assumed to be 
attributable to heterosexual contact. 

• The number of cases in women attributed to heterosexual contact declined between 2002 and 
2004, then increased steadily after 2004.    

• Between 2001 and 2006, the number of cases attributed to IDU remained relatively stable. 
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Figure 31. Newly Reported AIDS Cases among Adults and Adolescents, by Year of Diagnosis - 
District of Columbia, 2001 - 2006  
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• Between 2001 and 2006, people aged 40 to 49 had the highest number of newly reported AIDS 

cases compared to other age groups, with the exception of 2003, when the highest number of 
newly reported AIDS cases was among those aged 30 to 39. Both age categories have seen declines 
in the number of new reported cases since 2002, whereas other age groups have remained 
relatively stable.  

• The number of cases among 50 to 59 year olds remained relatively stable until 2005, after which 
there was a 55.6% increase in newly diagnosed cases.   

• Among 13 to 19 year olds, 20 to 29 year olds, and those 60 and older, the number of cases has 
remained relatively stable. Adolescents (13 to 19 year olds) and those ages 60 and older 
consistently had the lowest number of newly reported AIDS cases. 
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Figure 32. Rate of Newly Reported AIDs Cases among Adults and Adolescents, by Year of Diagnosis 
and Sex - District of Columbia, 2001 - 2006 
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• The overall rate of new AIDS cases peaked in 2002 at 199 cases per 100,000 population.  
• Since 2002, the overall rate has steadily declined to a rate of 140 cases per 100,000 population in 

2006; however this is 10 times greater than the CDC reported national rate for newly reported 
AIDS cases in 2005, the most current year data is available. This decline may be due to 
underreporting or delays in reporting in recent years. 

• A similar trend in rates of newly reported AIDS cases was seen among both males and females. The 
rate among District males was consistently higher than that among females. In 2002, the rate of 
newly reported AIDS cases among males (298.4 cases per 100,000 population) was more than 2.5 
times that of females (112.1 cases per 100,000 population). 

• In 2006, the rate of newly reported AIDS cases among males and females was 206.2 and 83.6 cases 
per 100,000 population, respectively.  
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Figure 33. Rate of Newly Reported AIDS Cases among Adults and Adolescents, by Year of Diagnosis 
and Race/Ethnicity - District of Columbia, 2001 - 2006 
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*Other race includes mixed race individuals, Alaska Natives, American Indians, Native Hawaiian, Pacific Islanders, 
and unknown races. 

 
• The rate of newly reported AIDS cases among blacks was considerably and consistently higher than 

the rate among all other racial/ethnic groups. The rate among blacks peaked in 2002 at 311.5 cases 
per 100,000 population.  

• In 2004, the rate of newly reported AIDS cases for Alaskan Natives, Pacific Islanders, American 
Indians, Native Hawaiians, and those of other races was 174.7 cases per 100,000 population. 
Although this rate was second only to blacks this year, the number of AIDS cases in this group was 
less than 25 for that year.  

• By the end of 2006, the rate among blacks (230.1 cases per 100,000 population) was 2.9 times 
higher than the rate among Hispanics (78.7 cases per 100,000 population) and was 7.1 times higher 
than the rate among whites (32.4 cases per 100,000 population). 

• The rate of newly reported AIDS cases among Asians was consistently the lowest.  
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Figure 34. Rate of Newly Reported AIDS Cases among Adults and Adolescents, by Year of Diagnosis 
and Age at Diagnosis - District of Columbia, 2001 - 2006 
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• The rate of newly reported AIDS cases was consistently highest among 40 to 49 year olds compared 

to all other age groups from 2001 through 2006.  
• In 2006, the rate of newly reported AIDS cases was highest among 40 to 49 years old at 326.6 cases 

per 100,000 population. The lowest rate of 7.7 cases per 100,000 population was found among 13 
to 19 year olds.  

• From 2005 to 2006, there was a marked increase in the rate of newly reported AIDS cases among 
50 to 59 year olds from 127.2 cases in 2005 to 197.4 cases per 100,000 in 2006. This increase 
coupled with a consistent decrease in the rates among 30 to 39 year olds, narrowed the gap in rates 
between these two age groups in 2006.  

• The rates of newly reported AIDS cases among 13 to 19 year olds, 20 to 29 year olds, and those 60 
years old and older remained relatively stable between 2001 and 2006. 
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Section VII.  Persons Living with AIDS 
 
This section of the report discusses AIDS prevalence or those living with AIDS. AIDS prevalence refers to 
all persons in the District who were reported to DOH with a diagnosis of AIDS and were living as of 
December 31, 2006. These persons could have been diagnosed with AIDS any time prior to or on 
December 31, 2006.  
 
Summary 
 
At the end of 2006, there were 8,368 people living with AIDS in the District, an increase of 42.9% from 
2001 to 2006. This increase was most likely due to the increased use of life-prolonging HIV (not AIDS) 
medications. The rate of living AIDS cases in the District in 2006 was 1,677.6 persons living with AIDS per 
100,000 population, 9.6 times the national rate in 2005 (174.5 cases per 100,000 population). In the 
District, most persons living with AIDS (70.8%) were diagnosed between the ages of 30 and 49 years of 
age.   
 
Males made up greater than 70% of all cases living with AIDS, consistent with national trends. Black males, 
who comprise only 24.8% of the District population, accounted for more than half (56.0%) of all prevalent 
AIDS cases. After black males, black females (25.2%) and white males (11.9%) made up the second and 
third largest proportions of living AIDS cases, respectively.  
 
When comparing by sex, males consistently had higher numbers of AIDS cases than females across all racial 
and ethnic groups. There were 14 times the number of white males living with AIDS compared to white 
females; while among Hispanics, the number of males living with AIDS was almost five times that of 
Hispanic females. However, this disparity between males and females was less pronounced among blacks, 
with black males having just 2.2 times the number of AIDS cases as black females. 
 
Although blacks and Hispanics made up 63.6% of the total District population, they were overrepresented 
among prevalent AIDS cases, comprising 86.4% of living AIDS cases in the District (n=7,226). This over 
representation of cases among blacks and Hispanics has been seen throughout the United States, with 44% 
and 19% of living AIDS cases being found among each of these racial/ethnic groups, respectively; however, 
among District residents, there is a larger impact proportionally among these two minority populations. In 
2006, in the District, the AIDS prevalence rate among blacks was 2,558.4 living cases per 100,000 
population, among Hispanics, 1,099.6 cases per 100,000 population, and among whites 630.3 cases per 
100,000 population, respectively. By 2006, the rates among blacks were 2.3 times higher than that among 
Hispanics and 4.1 times higher than the rate among whites.  
 
According to CDC data, in 2005, 45.4% of those persons living with AIDS had infection attributed to MSM 
sexual contact, followed by 22.6% who were infected thought IDU and 65.0% of women had infection 
attributed to heterosexual sexual contact. In the District, similar trends were observed. By the end of 2006, 
a decreasing proportion of those living with AIDS had been infected through MSM contact (36.7% in 2006) 
and an increasing proportion had AIDS attributed to heterosexual contact (26.2% in 2006). Among women 
living with AIDS, 54.1% had been infected through heterosexual contact.  
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Detailed Description 
 
The following contains the detailed description of persons living with AIDS in the District with tables, 
figures and specific data points. 
 
Table 17. Number of Adults and Adolescents Living with AIDS, by Year, Sex, Race/Ethnicity, Mode 
of Transmission, and Age at Diagnosis - District of Columbia, 2001 - 2006  
 
 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 

 N % N % N % N % N % N % 

Total 5,855  100 6,534  100 7,080  100 7,591  100 7,972  100 8,368  100 
                    
Sex                         

Male 4,562  77.9 4,995  76.4 5,345  75.5 5,666  74.6 5,866  73.6 6,087  72.7 
Female 1,293  22.1 1,539  23.6 1,735  24.5 1,925  25.4 2,106  26.4 2,281  27.3 

                    
Race/Ethnicity                         

White 1,101  18.8 1,113  17.0 1,120  15.8 1,112  14.6 1,092  13.7 1,070  12.8 
Black 4,447  76.0 5,084  77.8 5,585  78.9 6,049  79.7 6,408  80.4 6,793  81.2 

Hispanic 274  4.7 298  4.6 326  4.6 368  4.8 403  5.1 433  5.2 
Asian <3 -- 3  0.0 6  0.1 7  0.1 9  0.1 9  0.1 

Other* 30  0.5 35  0.5 41  0.6 53  0.7 58  0.7 60  0.7 
                    
Mode of 
transmission                         

MSM 2,736  46.7 2,893  44.3 2,988  42.2 3,050  40.2 3,041  38.1 3,068  36.7 
IDU 1,530  26.1 1,648  25.2 1,739  24.6 1,845  24.3 1,980  24.8 2,039  24.4 

MSM/IDU 295  5.0 308  4.7 309  4.4 316  4.2 322  4.0 327  3.9 
Heterosexual 

contact 1,044  17.8 1,328  20.3 1,587  22.4 1,798  23.7 1,962  24.6 2,195  26.2 
RNI 202  3.5 304  4.7 400  5.6 525  6.9 612  7.7 684  8.2 

Other† 48  0.8 53  0.8 57  0.8 57  0.8 55  0.7 55  0.7 
Age at diagnosis                         

13-19 50  0.9 61  0.9 70  1.0 83  1.1 90  1.1 92  1.1 
20-29 972  16.6 1,022  15.6 1,090  15.4 1,149  15.1 1,196  15.0 1,246  14.9 
30-39 2,521  43.1 2,719  41.6 2,887  40.8 3,008  39.6 3,067  38.5 3,103  37.1 
40-49 1,820  31.1 2,104  32.2 2,284  32.3 2,475  32.6 2,644  33.2 2,820  33.7 
50-59 413  7.1 529  8.1 625  8.8 717  9.4 784  9.8 897  10.7 
≥60 79  1.3 99  1.5 124  1.8 159  2.1 191  2.4 210  2.5 

* Other race includes mixed race individuals, Alaska Natives, American Indians, Native Hawaiian, Pacific Islanders, 
and unknown races. 
† Other includes hemophilia, blood transfusion, and occupational exposure (healthcare workers). 
 

• Between 2001 and 2006, the number of those living with AIDS increased by 42.9%. This is most 
likely due to increased use of HAART and prophylactic therapies leading to delayed progression 
from AIDS to death.   

• Among those living with AIDS, males made up a larger proportion of cases than females, a ratio of 
2.7 male cases to each female case. However, the proportion of women living with AIDS has 
increased by 76.4% over the past 6 years.   

• Increases in the number of persons living with AIDS occurred in all racial/ethnic groups with the 
exception of whites, in which the number of cases decreased by 31 cases from 2001 to 2006. 
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• Blacks consistently represented a higher proportion of persons living with AIDS than any other 
racial/ethnic group. Although blacks account for just over half of all District residents, the 
proportion of people living with AIDS who are black increased from 76% in 2001 to 81.2% in 
2006.   

• Overall the most reported mode of transmission was attributed to MSM sexual contact.  In 2006, 
MSM accounted for 36.7% of all living AIDS cases, a reduction from 46.7% in 2001.   

• Among those living with AIDS, the number of cases attributed to heterosexual contact more than 
doubled from 1,044 cases in 2001 to 2,195 cases in 2006.  

• IDU and MSM/IDU accounted for 28.3% of all living AIDS cases in 2006. 
• Over 70% those living with AIDS in 2006 were between the ages of 30 to 49 years old.  

 
Table 18. Number of Adults and Adolescents Living with AIDS, by Race/Ethnicity, Sex, Mode of 
Transmission and Age at Diagnosis - District of Columbia, 2006, [N=8,368] 
 

  White Black Hispanic Asian Other* Total 
Sex N % N % N % N % N % N % 

Males 999 93.4 4,681 68.9 357 82.4 8 88.9 40 66.7 6,087 72.3 
Females 71 6.6 2,112 31.1 76 17.6 <3 -- 20 33.3 2,281 27.7 

Total 1,070 100.0 6,793 100.0 433 100.0 9 100.0 60 100.0 8,368 100.0 
                    

Mode of 
transmission N % N % N % N  %  N % N % 

MSM 853 79.7 1,970 29.0 209 48.2 3 33.3 33 55.0 3,068 36.7 
IDU 56 5.2 1,934 28.5 41 9.5 0 0.0 8 13.3 2,039 24.4 

MSM/IDU 39 3.6 275 4.0 13 3.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 327 3.9 
Heterosexual 

contact 67 6.3 1,990 29.3 122 28.2 3 33.3 13 21.7 2,195 26.2 
Risk Not 

Identified  (RNI) 50 4.7 581 8.6 45 10.4 3 33.3 5 8.3 684 8.2 
Other† 5 0.5 43 0.6 3 0.7 0 0.0 <3 -- 55 0.6 

Total 1,070 100.0 6,793 100.0 433 100.0 9 100.0 60 100.0 8,368 100.0 
                    

Age at diagnosis N % N % N %  N  % N % N % 
13-19 <3 -- 83 1.2 7 1.6 0 0.0 0 0.0 92 1.1 
20-29 142 13.3 993 14.6 97 22.4 <3 -- 13 21.7 1,246 14.9 
30-39 471 44.0 2,440 35.9 168 38.8 5 55.6 19 31.7 3,103 37.1 
40-49 328 30.7 2,353 34.6 114 26.3 <3 -- 22 36.7 2,819 33.7 
50-59 111 10.4 742 10.9 38 8.8 <3 11.1 3 5.0 895 10.7 
≥60 16 1.5 182 2.7 9 2.1 0 0.0 3 5.0 210 2.5 

Total§ 1,070 100.0 6,793 100.0 433 100.0 9 100.0 60 100.0 8,365 100.0 
* Other race includes mixed race individuals, Alaska Natives, American Indians, Native Hawaiian, Pacific Islanders, 
and unknown races. 
† Other includes hemophilia, blood transfusion, and occupational exposure (healthcare workers). 
§ For three cases the year of diagnosis was unable to be determined.  
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• At the end of 2006, 8,368 District adults and adolescents were living with AIDS; of those, 72.3% 
were males and 81.2% were black. 

• The most commonly reported mode of transmission among persons living with AIDS was MSM 
sexual contact (36.7%), followed by heterosexual contact (26.2%) and IDU (24.4%). 

• Among whites and Hispanics living with AIDS, cases attributed to MSM were the leading mode of 
transmission (79.7% and 48.2%, respectively). Among blacks living with AIDS, cases attributed to 
heterosexual contact and MSM sexual contact were the leading modes of transmission (29.3% and 
29.0%, respectively), followed closely by IDU (28.5%). 

• Thirty to 39 year olds made up the largest proportion of cases living with AIDS (37.1%), followed 
by 40 to 49 year olds (33.7%). This trend was found among whites, blacks, Hispanics, and Asians. 

 
 

 Figure 35. Number of Adults and Adolescents Living with AIDS, by Year and Sex - District of 
Columbia, 2001 - 2006 
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• Between 2001 and 2006, the number of adults and adolescents living with AIDS increased by 

42.9%, from 5,855 cases in 2001 to 8,368 cases in 2006.  
• Throughout this time period, the majority of those cases were among males. The male to female 

ratio was 3.5 cases in 2001 and decreased to 2.7 cases in 2006, indicating that a higher proportion 
of women were living with AIDS than in previous years.   

• In 2006, there were 6,087 (72.7%) adult and adolescent males living with AIDS and 2,281 
(27.3%) females living with AIDS.  
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Figure 36. Number of Adults and Adolescents Living with AIDS, by Year and Mode of Transmission - 
District of Columbia, 2001 - 2006 
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*Other includes hemophilia, blood transfusion, and occupational exposure (healthcare workers). 
 
• Between 2001 and 2006 among persons living with AIDS, the highest number of cases was 

consistently among those attributed to MSM sexual contact, followed by heterosexual contact and 
IDU. 

• The number of cases among each transmission category increased between 2001 and 2006. 
• The largest proportional increase in the number of cases where mode of transmission was known 

from 2001 to 2006 was among those cases attributed to heterosexual contact (110%). 
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Figure 37. Number of Adults and Adolescents Living with AIDS, by Year, Sex, and Mode of 
Transmission - District of Columbia, 2001 - 2006  
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*Other includes hemophilia, blood transfusion, and occupational exposure (healthcare workers). 

 
• Among women who were living with AIDS at the end of 2006, 90% of cases were attributed to 

heterosexual contact (n=1,234) and IDU (n= 824).  
• Between 2001 and 2006, there was a 99.0% increase in the number of women living with AIDS 

with heterosexual contact as the reported mode of transmission, from 620 cases in 2001 to 1,234 
cases in 2006. Additionally, there was a 40.3% increase in the number of cases among females 
living with AIDS attributed to IDU, from 587 in 2001 to 824 in 2006. At the end of 2006, among 
women living with AIDS, the proportion of cases attributed to heterosexual sexual contact was 
54.1%; IDU was 36.1%, and RNI in 8.6% of women.  

• Among adult and adolescent males living with AIDS between 2001 and 2006, the majority of cases 
(50.4%) were attributed to MSM sexual contact, followed by IDU and MSM/IDU at 25.3%.  

• The number of males living with AIDS attributed to MSM sexual contact has increased by 12.1% 
between 2001 and 2006 from 2,736 to 3,068 cases. Among males living with AIDS, the largest 
increase has been among cases attributed to heterosexual contact with an increase of 126.7% over 
the same time period (424 cases in 2001 compared to 961 cases in 2006).  

• In 2006, the proportion of cases among adult and adolescent males living with AIDS attributed to 
MSM was 50.4%, IDU only 20.0%, and heterosexual contact 15.8%. 
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Figure 38. Number of Adults and Adolescents Living with AIDS, by Year, Race/Ethnicity - District of 
Columbia, 2001 - 2006  
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• Blacks were over represented among living cases of AIDS reported between 2001 and 2006, accounting 

for between four and six times the number of living AIDS cases among whites in any given year. 
• Whites had the second highest number of living AIDS cases among racial and ethnic groups. 
• Numbers of living AIDS cases among Hispanics were always lower than among whites. 
• The number of living AIDS among blacks increased steadily from 2001 to 2006. In contrast, the 

number of living AIDS cases among all other racial and ethnic groups remained constant. 
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Figure 39. Rates for Adults and Adolescents Living with AIDS, by Year and Sex - 
District of Columbia, 2001 - 2006 
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• The overall AIDS prevalence rate continued to increase from 2001 through 2006.  Between 2001 and 

2006, the rate increased from 1,196.0 cases in 2001 to 1,677.6 cases per 100,000 population by the 
end of 2006.  

• The AIDS prevalence rate for females ranged from 493.1 cases per 100,000 population in 2001 to 
851.3 cases per 100,000 population in 2006. The AIDS prevalence rate for males ranged from 2,006.6 
cases per 100,000 population in 2001, to 2,636.6 cases per 100,000 population in 2006, and was 
consistently higher than the rate for females.  
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Figure 40. Rates for Adults and Adolescents Living with AIDS, by Year and Race/Ethnicity - District 
of Columbia, 2001 - 2006 
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*Other race includes mixed race individuals, Alaska Natives, American Indians, Native Hawaiian, Pacific Islanders, 
and unknown races. 

 
• AIDS prevalence rates among adult and adolescent blacks were consistently higher than the 

rates among any other racial/ethnic group from 2001 through 2006.  
• In 2006, the AIDS prevalence rate for blacks (2,558.4 cases per 100,000 population) was 

2.3 times higher than the rate for Hispanics (1,099.6 cases per 100,000 population) and 
4.1 times higher than the rate for whites (630.3 cases per 100,000 population).   
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Figure 41. Rates for Adult and Adolescent Males Living with AIDS, by Year and Race/Ethnicity - 
District of Columbia, 2001 - 2006 
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*Other race includes mixed race individuals, Alaska Natives, American Indians, Native Hawaiian, Pacific Islanders, 
and unknown races. 

 
• AIDS prevalence rates among black males were consistently and substantially higher than 

those of any other male racial/ethnic group.  
• In 2006, the AIDS prevalence rate among black males living with AIDS in the District was 

4,043.0 cases per 100,000 population, 3.4 times higher than that of white males (1,195.7 
cases per 100,000 population). In comparing the AIDS prevalence rate among blacks and 
Hispanics, blacks have a rate 2.4 times higher than that of Hispanic males (1,716.5 per 
100,000 population).  

• Between 2001 and 2006, the rates among blacks and Hispanics continued to increase, while 
rates among whites declined. 
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Figure 42. Rates for Adult and Adolescent Females Living with AIDS, by Year and Race/Ethnicity - 
District of Columbia, 2001 - 2006 
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*Other race includes mixed race individuals, Alaska Natives, American Indians, Native Hawaiian, Pacific Islanders, 
and unknown races. 
 

• Although AIDS prevalence rates among all female racial/ethnic groups increased between 2001 and 
2006, the AIDS prevalence rates among adult and adolescent black females were consistently and 
substantially higher than the rates among any other racial/ethnic group.  

• In 2006, the rate for black females (1,410.5 cases per 100,000 population) was 3.4 times higher 
than the rate for Hispanic females (409.0 cases per 100,000 population), 17.1 times higher than the 
rate for white females (82.4 cases per 100,000 population), and 134.3 times higher than for Asian 
females (10.5 cases per 100,000 population).  

• There were no reported cases of Asian females living with AIDS prior to 2003, after which Asian 
females consistently had the lowest prevalence rates. 
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Figure 43. Rates for Adults and Adolescents Living with AIDS, by Year and Age at Diagnosis - 
District of Columbia, 2001 - 2006 
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• AIDS prevalence rates were highest among the 30 to 39 year old age group until 2005, after which 
the rate among the 40 to 49 year old age group became the highest.  

• Among the 20 to 29 age group, rates increased 20.2%. Among 50 to 59 year olds, the AIDS 
prevalence rate more than doubled from 2001 through 2006.  

• Rates among 13 to 19 year olds and those 60 and older increased between 2001 and 2006; 
however, the numbers of cases in these age groups is small.  

• In 2006, AIDS prevalence rates by age group were 3,058.8 cases per 100,000 population, 2,891.5 
cases per 100,000 population, and 1,757.2 cases per 100,000 population among the 40 to 49, 30 to 
39, and 20 to 29 year old age groups, respectively.    
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Section VIII.  AIDS Survival and Mortality 
 
This section of the report focuses on the interval of time from HIV (not AIDS) to AIDS diagnoses, and 
survival and mortality of those individuals living with a diagnosis of AIDS and those that have died since 
being diagnosed with AIDS. Late testing, that is when a person is diagnosed with AIDS within 12 months of 
an HIV/AIDS diagnosis, is indicative of missed opportunities for prevention and treatment of HIV/AIDS, 
specifically HIV testing. Survival was calculated as the time between the date of initial AIDS diagnosis and 
the date of death. For the survival analysis, this included only deaths that occurred after 1997 (post-HAART 
era). Dates of death were obtained by reviewing death certificates from the Office of Vital Statistics and 
matches with the National Death Index (NDI). The most recent death review occurred for all AIDS cases 
from 1981 through 2005. Persons not known to have died were removed from the record of cases on 
December 31, 2006. A death certificate review was not conducted on HIV (not AIDS) cases. If an 
individual with AIDS has died, this does not imply that the cause of death was HIV/AIDS related.  
 
Summary  
 
A strikingly large proportion of AIDS cases (69%) in the District progressed from a diagnosis of HIV (not 
AIDS) to AIDS within 12 months (late-testers), and this disparity was seen throughout all strata including 
age, race/ethnicity, and mode of transmission. In contrast, nationally, 39% of AIDS cases are late testers. 
This finding is indicative of a lack of testing and/or diagnosis among those at risk for HIV infection. This 
finding may also be explained by the late start of HIV (not AIDS) reporting in the District, compared to 
other states and jurisdictions nationally. There were no differences between males and females in the 
number and proportion of late testers; however, more than 70% were late testers among individuals less 
than 13 years old, 20 to 29 year olds, and 60 years and older.  
  
There were 1,862 deaths among those diagnosed with AIDS between 2001 and 2006. There was a 33% 
reduction in the number of deaths during this time period, whereas throughout the United States, there was 
an estimated 4% decrease from 2001 through 2005. Over 40% of deaths occurred in cases between the ages 
of 40 and 49 years old. In addition, the number of deaths among those 60 years of age and older increased, 
which is consistent with national findings reported by the CDC in 2005.   
 
Ninety percent of all deaths were among black District residents; however there was a decrease in the 
number of deaths among whites, blacks, and Hispanics, a trend seen nationally as well among blacks and 
whites. A majority of deaths occurred among men of all racial and ethnic groups.  Among whites and 
Hispanics, the most deaths were among MSM compared to blacks, where the most deaths occurred among 
those infected through IDU. 
 
From 2001 through 2006, most deaths were seen among those infected through IDU; however, there was a 
decline in the number of deaths among all modes of transmission except heterosexual contact. This decline 
was seen among both males and females. Nationally, this decline in the number of cases was seen in those 
infected through IDU, according to CDC data.   
 
Survival analysis showed that survival was greatest among Hispanics, whites, and those of other and mixed 
races, and was lowest for blacks in the 10 years after an initial AIDS diagnosis.  However, this finding must 
be interpreted with caution as there were small numbers of cases among Hispanics and those of other races, 
and there may have been a high rate of unidentified loss to follow-up. Compared to the national data, 
survival from the time of AIDS diagnosis to death among infected whites is also higher than among infected 
blacks. 

Section VIII. Survival and Mortality 



 

70 District of Columbia HIV/AIDS Epidemiology Annual Report  2007 

Detailed Description 
 
The following contains the detailed description of the HIV/AIDS epidemic in the District with tables, 
figures and specific data points. 
 
Table 19. Time to AIDS Diagnosis after a diagnosis of HIV (not AIDS), by Selected Characteristics - 
District of Columbia, 2001 - 200617  

 
Characteristic ≥12 months after 

diagnosis of HIV (not 
AIDS)  

                  
           No.                     (%) 

<12 months after diagnosis 
of HIV (not AIDS)  

                  
 
           No.                          (%) 

Total 
No. 

Total (number of AIDS 
cases) 

2,327  (31.3) 5,096  (68.7) 7,423 

Sex    
Female 740  (32.3) 1,554  (67.7) 2,294 
Male 1,587 (32.6) 3,542  (67.4) 5,129 

Age group (at 
diagnosis) 

   

<13 12  (30.0) 28  (70.0) 40 
13-19 24   (33.8) 47  (66.2) 71 
20-29 239 (25.9) 683 (74.1) 922 
30-39 797  (31.8) 1,708  (68.2) 2,505 
40-49 833  (32.2) 1,750  (67.8) 2,583 
50-59 339  (33.8) 664  (66.2) 1,003 
≥60 83  (27.8) 216  (72.2) 299 

Race/Ethnicity    
White 261  (39.8) 394  (60.2) 655 
Black 1,964 (30.8) 4,412   (69.2) 6,376 

Hispanic 89  (26.5) 247  (73.5) 336 
Asian <3  (12.5) 7  (87.5) 8 

Other* 12  (25.0) 36  (75.0) 48 
Mode of 

Transmission  
   

Heterosexual contact 641  (28.9) 1,576  (71.1) 2,217 
Injection drug use 

(IDU) 
594  (32.7) 1,220  (67.3) 

 
1,814 

Men who have sex with 
Men (MSM) 

772  (35.0) 1,431 (65.0) 2,203 

MSM/IDU 88  (38.3) 142 (61.7) 230 
Other† 13  (56.5) 10 (43.5) 23 

Risk Not Identified 
(RNI) 

197  (22.3) 688 (77.7) 885 

Pediatric 22 (43.1) 29 (56.9) 51 
Insurance at time of 

AIDS diagnosis 
   

Public 1,215 (34.0) 2,363  (66.0) 3,578 
Private 677  (33.6) 1,339  (66.4) 2,016 
None 158  (19.2) 666  (80.8) 824 

Unknown 277  (27.6) 728  (72.4) 1,005 

                                                 
17 Since HAART was not available prior to 1997, many infected persons quickly progressed from a diagnosis of HIV to AIDS; 
therefore, this table excludes cases diagnosed prior to 1997; includes only persons diagnosed with AIDS; and includes persons 
whose diagnoses of HIV infection and AIDS were made at the same time. 
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Characteristic ≥12 months after 
diagnosis of HIV (not 

AIDS)  
      

            No.                     (%) 

<12 months after diagnosis 
of HIV (not AIDS)  

       
 
             No.                       (%) 

Total 
No. 

    
Country of birth    

US 2,254  (31.9) 4,808  (68.1) 7,062 
US Dependency 6   (37.5) 10  (62.5) 16 

Outside of US 49   (18.8) 212  (81.2) 261 
Unknown 18   (21.4) 66   (78.6) 84 

Initial AIDS diagnosis    
CD4 count ≤200 1,733  

 
(35.5) 3,152  

 
(64.5) 4,885 

Opportunistic infection 314  (27.5) 828  (72.5) 1,142 
Low CD4 and OI  280  (20.0) 1,116  (80.0) 1,396 
Year of diagnosis    

1997 192  (23.1) 638  (76.9) 830 
1998 206  (24.0) 653 (76.0) 859 
1999 133  (23.0) 446  (77.0) 579 
2000 165  (28.0) 424  (72.0) 589 
2001 222  (35.8) 398  (64.2) 620 
2002 501  (52.6) 452  (47.4) 953 
2003 225  (27.2) 603 (72.8) 828 
2004 223  (27.9) 576 (72.1) 799 
2005 234  (34.6) 442 (65.4) 676 
2006 226  (32.8) 464  (67.2) 690 

         * Other race includes mixed race individuals, Alaska Natives, American Indians, Native Hawaiian,  
        and Pacific Islanders, and unknown races. 

† Other includes hemophilia, blood transfusion, and occupational exposure (healthcare workers). 

 
• Between 1997 and 2006, 68.7% of all AIDS cases diagnosed in the District progressed from HIV 

(not AIDS) to AIDS in less than 12 months after their initial HIV (not AIDS) diagnosis, known as 
late-testers.  

• Asians, Hispanics, seniors, heterosexuals, the uninsured, and people born outside of the United 
States were more likely to be later testers.  

• There were no differences between males and females in the proportion of late testers.  
• Among children less than 13, 20 to 29 years olds, and those 60 years of age and older, at least 70% 

were late testers.  
• Eighty-seven percent of Asians were late testers; however, the number of cases in this category was 

small. Among Hispanics, 73.5% were late testers, followed by 69.2% blacks and 60.2% whites.  
• More than 70% with RNI factor and those with heterosexual contact as the mode of transmission 

were late testers.  
• Eighty-one percent of those who were uninsured tested late at the time of AIDS diagnosis.  
• Of the people born outside the United States, 81.2% were late testers.  
• Thirty-eight percent of late testers were diagnosed with AIDS based on either an opportunistic 

infection or an opportunistic infection concurrently with a low CD4 count, suggesting that a high 
proportion of cases may have been symptomatic at the time of diagnosis.  

• In more recent years, the proportion of late testers has decreased to 65 to 67% of cases; however, 
this is well above national trends. 
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Table 20. AIDS Deaths among Adults and Adolescents, by Sex, Race/Ethnicity, Mode of 
Transmission and Age Group at Death - District of Columbia, 2001 - 2006  
 

  2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 
Cumulative 

Total 
  N % N % N % N % N % N % N % 
Total 336 100 328 100 351 100 341 100 283 100 224 100 1,863 100 
                        
Sex                             

Male 237 70.5 235 71.6 241 68.7 226 66.3 189 66.8 143 63.8 1,271 68.2 
Female 99 29.5 93 28.4 110 31.3 115 33.7 94 33.2 81 36.2 592 31.8 

                        
Race/Ethnicity                             

White 20 5.9 24 7.3 28 8.0 35 10.3 25 8.8 14 6.3 146 7.8 
Black 309 92.0 300 91.5 312 88.9 299 87.7 252 89.0 205 91.5 1,677 90.0 

Hispanic 7 2.1 3 0.9 8 2.3 3 0.9 3 1.1 4 1.8 28 1.5 
Asian 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 

Other* 0 0.0 <3 -- 3 0.9 4 1.2 3 1.1 <3 -- 12 0.6 
                        
Mode of 
transmission                             

MSM 85 25.3 85 25.9 84 23.9 86 25.2 70 24.7 45 20.1 455 24.4 
IDU 117 34.8 111 33.8 125 35.6 102 29.9 90 31.8 67 29.9 612 32.9 

MSM/IDU 14 4.2 19 5.8 17 4.8 15 4.4 12 4.2 8 3.6 85 4.6 
Heterosexual contact 71 21.1 76 23.2 88 25.1 90 26.4 73 25.8 73 32.6 471 25.3 

RNI 47 14.0 37 11.3 37 10.5 47 13.8 37 13.1 31 13.8 236 12.7 
Other† <3 -- 0 0.0 0 0.0 <3 -- <3 -- 0 0.0 4 0.2 

                    
Age at death                             

13-19 <3 -- <3 -- 0 0.0 <3 -- 0 0.0 0 0.0 3 0.2 
20-29 19 5.7 11 3.4 17 4.8 13 3.8 7 2.5 12 5.4 79 4.2 
30-39 92 27.4 74 22.6 77 21.9 68 19.9 57 20.1 49 21.9 417 22.4 
40-49 135 40.2 148 45.1 141 40.2 137 40.2 110 38.9 81 36.6 752 40.4 
50-59 76 22.6 77 23.5 90 25.6 85 24.9 72 25.4 52 23.2 452 24.3 
≥60 13 3.9 17 5.2 26 7.4 37 10.9 37 13.1 30 13.4 160 8.6 

* Other race includes mixed race individuals, Alaska Natives, American Indians, Native Hawaiian, Pacific Islanders, 
and unknown races. 
† Other includes hemophilia, blood transfusion, and occupational exposure (healthcare workers). 
 

• There were 1,863 deaths among persons diagnosed with AIDS between 2001 and 2006. Of those, 
the majority of deaths (68.2%) were among males. Approximately twice the number of males 
compared to females died during this time.  

• Ninety percent of all deaths among persons with AIDS were among blacks. There were no deaths 
among Asians during this time period.   

• By mode of transmission, the largest proportion of deaths were among those with transmission 
attributed to IDU (32.9%), MSM (24.4%), and heterosexual contact (25.3%).  

• By age group, the most deaths occurred among 40 to 49 year olds (40.4%).  
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Table 21. AIDS Deaths among Adults and Adolescents, by Race/Ethnicity, Sex, Mode of 
Transmission, and Age Group at Death  - District of Columbia, 2001 - 2006 [N=1,863] 
 

  White Black Hispanic Other* Total 
Sex N % N % N % N % N % 

Males 135 92.5 1,102 65.7 23 82.1 11 91.7 1,271 68.2 
Females 11 7.5 575 34.3 5 17.9 <3 -- 592 31.8 

Total 146 100.0 1,677 100.0 28 100.0 12 100.0 1,863 100.0 
                 

Mode of 
transmission                     

MSM 101 69.2 337 20.1 11 39.3 6 50.0 455 24.4 
IDU 15 10.3 590 35.2 6 21.4 <3 -- 612 32.9 

MSM/IDU 10 6.8 75 4.5 0 0.0 0 0.0 85 4.6 
Heterosexual 10 6.8 450 26.8 9 32.1 <3 -- 471 25.3 

Risk Not Identified 
(RNI) 9 6.2 222 13.2 <3 -- 3 25.0 236 12.7 
Other† <3 -- 3 0.2 0 0.0 0 0.0 4 0.2 
Total 146 100.0 1,677 100.0 28 100.0 12 100.0 1,863 100.0 

Age of death                     
13-19 0 0.0 3 0.2 0 0.0 0 0.0 3 0.2 
20-29 4 2.7 72 4.3 3 10.7 0 0.0 79 4.2 
30-39 28 19.2 379 22.6 6 21.4 4 33.3 417 22.4 
40-49 52 35.6 687 41.0 10 35.7 3 25.0 752 40.4 
50-59 48 32.9 394 23.5 7 25.0 3 25.0 452 24.3 
>60 14 9.6 142 8.5 <3 -- <3 -- 160 8.6 

Total 146 100.0 1,677 100.0 28 100.0 12 100.0 1,863 100.0 
* Other race includes mixed race individuals, Alaska Natives, American Indians, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific 
Islanders, and unknown races. 
† Other includes hemophilia, blood transfusion, and occupational exposure (healthcare workers). 
 

• Between 2001 and 2006, 68.2% of all deaths among those diagnosed with AIDS occurred in males. 
• Blacks constituted the majority of all deaths (n=1,677). 
• Cases attributed to injection drug users accounted for 32.9% of deaths. 
• Among whites and Hispanics, the largest numbers of deaths were among those with infection 

attributed to MSM sexual contact (though the number of heterosexual deaths is similar for 
Hispanics). For blacks, the largest numbers of deaths were attributed to IDU. 

• More than 40% of AIDS deaths occurred among 40 to 49 year olds. This age group had the highest 
number and proportion of deaths among all racial/ethnic groups.  
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Figure 44. AIDS Deaths among Adults and Adolescents, by Year of Death and Sex - District of 
Columbia, 2001 - 2006  
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• There were more deaths among males than females each year between 2001 and 2006.   
• Among males, the number of reported deaths from AIDS peaked at 241 in 2003; for females, the 

number of deaths from AIDS peaked in 2004 at 115 deaths.   
• There was a 33.3% decrease in the overall number of deaths from 2001 through 2006 (336 to 

224). 
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Figure 45. AIDS Deaths among Adult and Adolescent Females, by Year of Death, and Mose of 
Transmission - District of Columbia, 2001 - 2006 ,
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* Other includes hemophilia, blood transfusion, and occupational exposure (healthcare workers). 
 

• The number of deaths among adult and adolescent females diagnosed with AIDS attributed to IDU 
decreased between 2001 and 2006, while the number of deaths attributed to heterosexual contact 
increased during this time period.  
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Figure 46. AIDS Deaths among Adult and Adolescent Males, by Year of Death and Mode of 
Transmission - District of Columbia, 2001 - 2006 
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* Other includes hemophilia, blood transfusion, and occupational exposure (healthcare workers). 
 

• The number of deaths among males decreased among all modes of transmission; however, the 
largest relative decrease was observed among cases attributed to MSM (47.1%) and IDU (46.5%). 
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Figure 47. AIDS Mortality Rate among Adults and Adolescents, by Year of Death and Sex - District of 
Columbia, 2001 - 2006 
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• AIDS mortality rates for the District ranged from 44.9 deaths (2006) to 71.5 deaths (2003) per 

100,000 population.   
• AIDS mortality rates were consistently higher among adult and adolescent males than the rates 

among females.  
• The mortality rates declined for both sexes between 2001 and 2006. In 2006, the AIDS mortality 

rates were 30.2 and 61.9 deaths per 100,000 population for females and males, respectively.   
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Figure 48. AIDS Mortality Rate among Adults and Adolescents, by Year of Death and Race/Ethnicity 
- District of Columbia, 2001 - 2006 
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*Other race includes mixed race individuals, Alaska Natives, American Indians, Native Hawaiian, Pacific Islanders, 
and unknown races. 
 

• AIDS mortality rates were consistently and substantially higher among blacks than among any other 
racial/ethnic group.  

• AIDS mortality rates among Hispanics decreased after 2003 but increased again after 2004, and the 
rate among whites decreased after 2004.  

• In 2006, the AIDS mortality rate among blacks (77.2 deaths per 100,000 population) was 9.4 times 
higher than that of whites (8.2 deaths per 100,000 population) and 7.6 times higher than that of 
Hispanics (10.2 deaths per 100,000 population).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Section VIII. Survival and Mortality 



 

79 District of Columbia HIV/AIDS Epidemiology Annual Report  2007 

Figure 49. AIDS Mortality Rate among Adults and Adolescents, by Year of Death and Age Group at 
Death - District of Columbia, 2001 - 2006  
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• AIDS mortality rates were highest among those ages 40 to 49 years old, followed by 50 to 59 year 
olds and 30 to 39 year olds.  

• In 2002, the rate among those 60 and older surpassed that of those ages 20 to 29 years old. 
• In 2006, the rates among 30 to 39 years old, 40 to 49 year olds and 50 to 59 year olds were 44.7, 

88.9, and 65.6 deaths per 100,000 population, respectively. 
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Figure 50. Proportion of Persons Surviving, by Number of Years after AIDS Diagnosis and 
Race/Ethnicity - District of Columbia, 1997 - 2006 [N=7,793] 
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Note: Since HAART was not available prior to 1997, many infected persons quickly progressed from a diagnosis of 
HIV (not AIDS) to AIDS, therefore, this table excludes cases diagnosed prior to 1997. 
*Other race includes mixed race individuals, Alaska Natives, American Indians, Native Hawaiian, Pacific Islanders, 
and unknown races. 
 

• Five years after their initial AIDS diagnosis, 72.0% of blacks, 79.4% of whites, and 88.0% of 
Hispanics were still alive. At 10 years after an initial AIDS diagnosis, 59.8% of blacks, 74.1% of 
whites, and 86.4% of Hispanics were still alive.  

• Survival among those diagnosed with AIDS was greater among Hispanics and whites than among 
blacks; however, results must be interpreted with caution since the numbers of persons in the 
Hispanic and other racial/ethnic groups were small. Additionally, it is possible that some deaths 
were not reported to the District, resulting in misclassification of some deceased patients as living. 

• There were no reported deaths among Asians diagnosed with AIDS during this time period. 
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Section IX.  Geographic Distribution of HIV (not AIDS) 
and AIDS Cases in the District of Columbia 
 
Summary 
 
The District is divided into eight geopolitical areas called “wards.” Ward information is collected for all HIV 
(not AIDS) and AIDS cases. For persons who were incarcerated in the District of Columbia Department of 
Corrections (DC Jail) or who were homeless at the time of diagnosis, the ward of residence is not collected 
and is reported separately from the maps as “Jail” or “Homeless” cases. For HIV (not AIDS) and AIDS rates, 
the most recent census information by ward was from the year 2000, therefore these were the 
denominators used to calculate HIV (not AIDS) and AIDS rates by ward. It is also important to note that the 
ward of residence is not indicative of where a person was infected, but represents where the person resided 
at the time of diagnosis. Similarly, the ward at the time of death does not represent where the person lived 
at the time of death, but where they lived at the time of diagnosis of AIDS. For 16% to 25% of cases, ward 
data was not available and these cases were therefore not included in the maps. 
 
The geographic distribution of District HIV (not AIDS) and AIDS cases shows that between 2001 and 2006, 
Wards 1, 5, 6, and 8 consistently had the most reported number of new HIV (not AIDS) and AIDS cases, as 
well as the highest rates of reported HIV (not AIDS) and AIDS cases.  Ward 3, on the other hand, 
consistently had the lowest number of new HIV (not AIDS) and AIDS cases and the lowest rates. Ward 3 
varies from Wards 6 and 8 in terms of racial distribution, with almost 84% of its residents being white 
compared to 27% and 6% in Wards 6 and 8, respectively.  Persons who were incarcerated at the DC Jail or 
homeless at the time of diagnosis with HIV (not AIDS) or AIDS also represented a large number of cases.      
 
Detailed Description 
 
The following contains the detailed description of the geographic distribution of HIV (not AIDS) and AIDS 
cases in the District with maps and specific data points. 
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Map 1. Number of Newly Reported HIV (not AIDS) Cases by Ward - 
District of Columbia, 2001 - 2006 [N=3,052] 
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• The number of reported HIV (not AIDS) cases ranged from 38 to 470 cases per ward between 
2001 and 2006.   

• The largest number of newly reported HIV (not AIDS) cases between 2001 and 2006 were living in 
Wards 1 (n=426), 6 (n=470), and 8 (n=447) at the time of diagnosis.  

• The smallest number of reported HIV (not AIDS) cases (n=38) were living in Ward 3 at the time 
of diagnosis.   

• Over 300 HIV (not AIDS) cases were reported among persons who were in the DC Jail or 
homeless during this time period. 
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Map 2. Number of Newly Reported AIDS Cases by Ward -  
District of Columbia, 2001 - 2006 [N=4,062] 
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• The number of reported AIDS cases ranged from 42 to 570 cases per ward between 2001 and 
2006.   

• The largest number of reported AIDS cases, were living in Wards 1 (n=520), 5 (n=563), 6 
(n=536), 7 (n=541), and 8 (n=570) at the time of AIDS diagnosis.   

• The smallest number of reported AIDS cases (n=42) were living in Ward 3 at the time of diagnosis.   
• Over 375 AIDS cases were diagnosed among persons incarcerated at the DC Jail during this time 

period. 
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Map 3.  Number of Living AIDS Cases by Ward - District of Columbia, 2006 [N=7,414] 
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• The number of persons living with AIDS by ward ranged from 139 to 1102 persons per ward. 
• The highest numbers of people living with AIDS in the District were living in Wards 1 (n=1,102) 

and 6 (n=1,014).  
• The smallest number of people living with AIDS (n= 139) were living in Ward 3.  
• Nearly 1,000 persons living with AIDS in the District were either in the DC Jail or homeless. 
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Map 4. Average Rate of HIV (not AIDS) Cases by Ward - District of Columbia, 2001 - 2006 [N=3,052] 
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• The average rate of newly diagnosed HIV (not AIDS) cases by ward ranged between 8.6 and 115.1 

cases per 100,000 population.  
• The highest rates were found among cases living in Wards 6 and 8, where the rates were 115.1 and 

105.1 cases per 100,000 population, respectively. The next highest rate was in Ward 1 at 96.8 
cases per 100,000 population.  

• The lowest rates were found among cases living in Ward 3, at 8.6 cases per 100,000 population. 
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Map 5. Average Rate of AIDS Cases by Ward - District of Columbia, 2001 - 2006 [N=4,062] 
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• The average rate of newly diagnosed AIDS cases by ward ranged between 9.5 and 134 cases per 
100,000 population.  

• The highest rates were found among cases living in Wards 5, 6, 7, and 8, where the rates were 
129.4, 131.3, 127.8, and 134.0 cases per 100,000, respectively.   

• The lowest rates were found among cases living in Ward 3 with 9.5 cases per 100,000 population. 
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Map 6.  Number of AIDS Deaths by Ward - District of Columbia, 2001 - 2006 [N=1,525] 
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• The number of people who died with an AIDS diagnosis between 2001 and 2006 by ward ranged 

from 14 to 264 per ward.  
• The largest number of people with AIDS who died was living in Wards 5, 6, and 8.  
• The smallest number of people with AIDS who died was living in Ward 3.  
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Section X.  HIV/AIDS among Children 
 
This section focuses on HIV/AIDS among children. Pediatric HIV (not AIDS) and AIDS cases are defined as 
those cases diagnosed before the age of 13. The District currently requires that confirmed cases of HIV (not 
AIDS) or AIDS among children less than 13 years old be reported; however, the District regulations do not 
expressly require perinatal exposure reporting. Between 1994 and 1995, federal guidelines and 
recommendations were released that encouraged testing of pregnant women for HIV and treatment with 
zidovudine (ZDV) among those who were positive to reduce the risk of transmission to their children. Since 
the introduction of antiretrovirals during pregnancy and in the neonatal period, there has been a 95% 
reduction in mother to child transmission of HIV nationally. These recommendations were updated in 2002 
with the goal of helping women become aware of their HIV status and to get medical care early in 
pregnancy or in their infant’s life, when treatment has a better chance of preventing the progression from 
HIV infection to AIDS in their children. Transmission rates among mothers who receive proper treatment 
during pregnancy are as low as 2%. For children who do become infected, it is important to note that with 
the increased use of HAART in a child who was diagnosed with HIV, an infant may now live to be an adult 
(i.e., 13 years of age or older) before he or she is diagnosed with AIDS. Also of note, during 2004, the 
District participated in the CDC Enhanced Perinatal Surveillance project. Therefore, increases in reporting 
are noted during this year as there was increased surveillance for perinatal exposure. 
 
Summary 
 
Despite extensive efforts and improvements nationally in the prevention of HIV/AIDS in children, the 
District continues to have relatively high numbers of HIV/AIDS cases among children less than 13 years of 
age. Nationally, according to the CDC, in 2005 there were 68 reported cases of AIDS among children 
under the age of 13. For that same year the District had six newly reported AIDS cases among children; 
contributing almost 9% of the total number of pediatric AIDS cases nationally. As a result of the relatively 
small numbers of cases among children each year, trends in HIV and AIDS are difficult to assess. 
Furthermore, although there have been declines in the rates of newly reported HIV/AIDS cases, there are 
still high rates of death among District children diagnosed with AIDS. 
 
The majority of the HIV/AIDS cases among children in the District were perinatally acquired, which is 
consistent with national trends in which 98.5% of AIDS cases are perinatally acquired. Nationally, there 
have been dramatic declines in perinatal transmission due to increased use of HAART. Among the 
perinatally acquired cases in the District between 2001 and 2006, 64% of mothers reported heterosexual 
sexual contact as the mode of transmission, 15% IDU, and 15% RNI. This, too, is consistent with national 
trends in which a growing proportion of mothers who transmitted the virus to their children were infected 
through heterosexual contact (43%) and fewer through IDU (19%). 
   
Further, the majority of reported HIV (not AIDS) cases (97.3%) and AIDS cases (95.3%) are among black 
children, which is also consistent with the national epidemic. In comparison, in 2005, CDC reported that 
almost 70% of AIDS cases in children were among black children. In the District, seven of the 56 cases of 
new HIV (not AIDS) cases and no new AIDS cases among children diagnosed between 2001 and 2006 were 
foreign born (data not shown). 
 
As a result of the recommendations and guidelines for the use of antiretrovirals (ARV) in HIV positive 
pregnant women and their children, there has been an increase nationally in the proportion of women and 
their children who receive ARV treatment, approximately 60% as of 2005. In 2005, according to the CDC, 
31% and 42% of women who had children who perinatally acquired AIDS were tested before or at birth, or  
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after the birth of the child, respectively.  Unfortunately, there are still a large number of pregnant women 
in the District who are not getting tested for HIV before or at birth and of those who test positive, 50% or 
less of mothers and children are receiving ARVs at any time, compared to as many as 60% of women 
nationally.  In addition, because few women are getting tested prior to giving birth, four out of ten children 
are not diagnosed with HIV until after the age of two.  
 
Detailed Description 
 
The following contains the detailed description of HIV/AIDS among children in the District with tables, 
figures and specific data points. 

 
Table 22. Number and Percentage of Newly Reported HIV (not AIDS) and AIDS Cases among 
Children, by Mode of Transmission, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity - District of Columbia, Cumulative 
through 2006 
 
  HIV (not AIDS) AIDS 
  N % N % 
Total 146 100.0 191 100.0 
      
Mode of Transmission     

Perinatally acquired 140 95.9 176 92.2 
Other*/Unknown 6 4.1 15 7.8 

      
Sex     

Male 62 42.5 90 47.1 
Female 84 57.5 101 52.9 

      
Race/Ethnicity     

White <3 0.7 3 1.6 
Black 142 97.3 182 95.3 

Hispanic <3 1.4 6 3.1 
Asian 0 0.0 0 0.0 

Other†/Unknown <3 0.7 0 0.0 
    

Note: Pediatric HIV (not AIDS) cases were diagnosed between 1989-2006.  Pediatric AIDS cases were diagnosed 
between 1983-2006 
* Other race includes mixed race individuals, Alaska Natives, American Indians, Native Hawaiian, Pacific Islanders, and unknown 
races. 
† Other includes heterosexual transmission, hemophilia, transfusion, and unidentified mode of transmission. 
 

• Since the beginning of the HIV/AIDS epidemic in the District, 146 cases of HIV (not AIDS) have 
been reported and 191 cases of AIDS have been reported. 

• Perinatal transmission (from mother to child during birth) accounted for 95.9% of HIV (not AIDS) 
and 92.2% of AIDS cases among children. The remaining percentage of pediatric infections was 
attributed to hemophilia and blood transfusions or the mode of transmission was unknown.  

• Black children accounted for 97.3% of pediatric HIV (not AIDS) cases and 95.3% of pediatric AIDS 
cases. 
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Figure 51. Pediatric HIV (not AIDS) and AIDS Cases by Year of Diagnosis -  
District of Columbia, 2001 - 2006 
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*All HIV cases were perinatally acquired
**14 AIDS cases were perinatally acquired; the remainder were transfusion/hemophiliac or unknown 
risk.

 
 

• Between 2001 and 2006, there were 56 children younger than 13 years of age diagnosed with 
either HIV (not AIDS) or AIDS in the District.  

• There were 37 children diagnosed with HIV (not AIDS), who did not progress to AIDS during this 
time period, and all had perinatally acquired the virus (i.e., from their mothers during pregnancy 
or at child birth).   

• The number of new HIV (not AIDS) cases among children peaked in 2004 at 11 cases and has 
declined since then. This peak in 2004 may be explained by increased surveillance efforts 
conducted in 2004 for perinatally acquired cases. 

• Between 2001 and 2006, 19 children were diagnosed with AIDS; 14 (74%) of these cases were 
perinatally acquired.  

• The number of AIDS cases among children was highest in 2005 and declined in 2006.  
• In 2006, there were five pediatric HIV/AIDS cases diagnosed in the District. Due to delays in 

reporting, the number of cases reported in later years may be subject to change. 
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Figure 52. Proportion of Perinatally-Acquired HIV/AIDS by Maternal Mode of Transmission - 
District of Columbia, 2001 - 2006 [N=51] 
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• From 2001-2006, 37.3% of mothers whose children were perinatally infected with HIV/AIDS 
attributed their infections to heterosexual contact, 9.8% to IDU, and 49.0% did not have a risk 
factor for HIV specified.  

 

Figure 53. Time of Maternal HIV (not AIDS) Testing among Children with Perinatally-Acquired 
HIV/AIDS by Year of Diagnosis - District of Columbia, 2001 - 2006 [N=51] 
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• Between 2001 and 2006, of the women who perinatally infected their children with HIV (not 
AIDS), a total of 18 (35.0%) of women were tested for HIV before or during the birth of the child; 
14 (27.0%) of women were tested for HIV after the birth of the child; and among 19 (37.0%) of 
women, it was unknown at what point they became aware of their HIV status.  

• In 2004, 50.0% of HIV (not AIDS) infected mothers were tested before or at birth; however, by 
2006, this proportion had declined to one in five women (20%). This decline may be explained by 
efforts made for enhanced surveillance of perinatal infection which occurred in 2004, a project 
which ended in 2005. 

 
Figure 54. Antiretroviral Therapy Use among HIV (not AIDS) Positive Pregnant Women or 
Perinatally-Infected Children Born 1995 - 2005 - District of Columbia 
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* Includes perinatal HIV (not AIDS) and AIDS cases.  
Prenatal: during pregnancy; Intrapartum: during labor and delivery; Neonatal: during the first 28 days of life. (See 
glossary for further details.) 
 

• The proportion of women whose children were perinatally infected with HIV (not AIDS) and 
children who ARV either prenatally, intrapartum, or neonatally ranged from 33% to 67% between 
1995 and 2005.  
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• The proportion of women who received ARV therapy prenatally (during pregnancy) ranged from 
none to 40%.  

• The proportion of women who received ARV therapy during the intrapartum period (during labor 
and delivery) ranged from none to 44%.  

• The proportion of children who received ARVs as neonates (during the first 28 days of life) ranged 
from 32% to 63%.  

• At the end of 2005, 20%, 30%, and 40% of women and children had received ARV intrapartum, 
prenatally, and neonatally, respectively. 

 
Figure 55. Perinatally-Acquired HIV (not AIDS) Cases by Age at Diagnosis - District of Columbia, 
Cumulative through 2006, [N=140] 
 

 
* These cases were diagnosed between 1989 and 2006 
 

• By the end of 2006, 34.3% (n= 48) of all perinatally acquired HIV (not AIDS) cases had been 
diagnosed between the ages of 0 and 5 months and 60.7% (n= 85) had been diagnosed within the 
first two years of life. 
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Figure 56. Number of Perinatally-Acquired AIDS Cases by Age at Diagnosis - District of Columbia, 
Cumulative through 2006, [N=176] 
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* These cases were diagnosed between 1983 and 2006. 
 

• By the end of 2006, 28.4% (n= 50) of perinatally acquired AIDS cases were diagnosed within the 
first five months of life.  

• Of perinatally acquired AIDS cases, 69.3% (n=122) were diagnosed within the first two years of 
life.  

 
Figure 57. Pediatric HIV (not AIDS) and AIDS Case Rates and AIDS Mortality Rate by Year of 
Diagnosis or Death - District of Columbia, 2001 – 2006 
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• The rate of newly reported pediatric HIV (not AIDS) cases peaked in 2004, but has declined since 
then from a rate of 12.9 to 3.6 cases per 100,000 population in 2006.  

• The rate of newly reported pediatric AIDS cases peaked in 2005 at 7.1 cases per 100,000 
population and then decreased to 2.4 cases per 100,000 population in 2006.  

• Mortality rates among children with AIDS have fluctuated between 2001 and 2006.  These 
fluctuations may be due to the small numbers of cases and should be interpreted with caution. In 
2006, the mortality rate was 6.1 deaths per 100,000 population.  

• Data on mortality among children with HIV (not AIDS) have not yet been analyzed as these data 
were collected under the code-based reporting system. 
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Section XI.  Technical Notes 
 
Racial/Ethnic Categories 
 
For the purposes of this report and analysis, and for consistency with the CDC method of reporting 
racial/ethnic data, Hispanic origin is considered an ethnicity. Therefore persons of Hispanic origin were 
counted as Hispanic, regardless of a person’s racial identity. This differs from the census data presented in 
Section III of the report, in which Hispanics were considered a distinct ethnic group and a person was 
counted in both a racial and ethnic category. Those included in the other race category included mixed race 
individuals, Alaska Natives, American Indians, Native Hawaiian, Pacific Islanders, and unknown races. 
Blacks include African Americans and persons of African and Caribbean descent. 
 
Grouping of Data Categories 
 

Data regarding certain racial/ethnic or risk categories are grouped together when the number of persons 
with HIV/AIDS in that particular group is small (less than 3). For example, “Other” in the Race/Ethnicity 
breakdown represents Pacific Islanders, Native Americans, Hawaiian natives, and people of mixed races; 
“Other” in the Mode of Transmission category breakdown may include transfusion or hemophilia; “Risk Not 
Identified (RNI)/Unknown” refers to persons for whom a risk factor for transmission remained 
unidentified. HIV (not AIDS) cases in which no risk factor is identified may be due to code reporting and 
difficulty following up. All ages are reported in years, unless otherwise noted. Footnotes are included in all 
figures, tables, and maps to indicate what cases are included in these categories.  
 

HIV (not AIDS) and AIDS Case Rates 
 
Annual HIV (not AIDS) and AIDS case rate calculations were calculated based on Census population 
estimates for the District for the corresponding year of diagnosis. Age and race/ethnicity specific rates were 
calculated as the number of new cases diagnosed for a particular racial/ethnic or age group during each year 
divided by the population for that racial/ethnic or age group, multiplied by 100,000. These rates were 
similarly calculated for males and females. Population denominators for the District from 2001 through 
2006 were obtained from www.Census.gov. 
 

AIDS Prevalence Rates 
 

AIDS prevalence rates were calculated for those persons who were known to be living with AIDS at the end 
of the calendar year. Denominators used were taken from Census estimates for each corresponding year. 
 
Maintaining Security and Confidentiality of the Data 
   
All measures possible are taken to ensure that all patient information is confidential ad used only for 
epidemiologic purposes. DOH and CDC have implemented policies and procedures to assure the security 
and confidentiality of HIV/AIDS surveillance data. In keeping with these procedures, when a table cell 
would include less than three people, the exact number is replaced with “<3” in order to protect against the 
unlikely possibility of inadvertently enabling others to determine the HIV/AIDS status of a patient to others 
familiar with his or her demographic characteristics. When a cell’s value has been suppressed, any row, 
column, or overall total from which the value of the suppressed cell could be mathematically deduced is 
also suppressed. 
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Section XII.  Data Tables 
 
The following tables are grouped by sections in the report. Each group of tables is preceded by the 
corresponding section in the report.  
 
Section IV.  Brief Overview of HIV/AIDS in the District of Columbia 
 
Figure 4. HIV (not AIDS) and AIDS Cases among Adults and Adolescents, by Year of Diagnosis — District of Columbia, 
2001-2006  
 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 Total 
New HIV (not AIDS) 
Cases  

540 687 615 541 483 403 3,269 

New AIDS Cases 673 975 841 810 679 700 4,678 
Living AIDS Cases 5,855 6,534 7,080 7,591 7,972 8,368 N/A 
 
Figure 5. Raw Data of Proportion of Living HIV/AIDS Cases and Population, by Race/Ethnicity — District of Columbia, 2006 
 

 HIV/AIDS Cases District of Columbia 
Population 

White 1,573 184,255 
Black 10,032 321,922 
Hispanic 609 47,774 
Asian 20 18,470 
Other 192 9,109 
Total 12,428 581,530 

 
Figure 6. Raw Data of Proportion of Living Male HIV/AIDS Cases and Population, by Race/Ethnicity and Sex — District of 
Columbia, 2006 
 

 
Male 

HIV/AIDS Cases 
District of Columbia 

Male Population 

White 1,467 91,002 

Black 6,586 144,071 

Hispanics 501 25,074 

Asians 16 8,224 

Other 123 4,293 

Total 8,695 272,664 
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Figure 7. Raw Data of Proportion of Living Female HIV/AIDS Cases and Population, by Race/Ethnicity and Sex — District of 
Columbia, 2006 
 

 Female 
 HIV/AIDS Cases 

District of Columbia  
Female Population 

White 106 93,253 

Black 3,446 177,851 

Hispanics 108 22,700 

Asians 4 10,246 

Other 69 4,816 

Total 3,733 308,866 
 
Figure 8. Raw Data of Proportion of Living HIV/AIDS Cases and Population, by Sex — 
 District of Columbia, 2006 
 

 HIV/AIDS Cases District of Columbia 
Population 

Male 8,695 272,664 
Female 3,733 308,866 
Total 12,428 581,530 

 
Figure 9. Raw Data of Proportion of Adults and Adolescents Living with HIV/AIDS, by Mode of Transmission -- District of 
Columbia, 2006, [N=12,428] 
 

 Number of Cases 
MSM 4,121 
IDU 2,586 
MSM/IDU 408 
Heterosexual 
Contact 3,670 
Other 947 
RNI / Unknown 696 
Total 12,428 

 
Figure 10. AIDS Deaths among Adults and Adolescents, by Year of Death —  
District of Columbia, 2001-2006 
 
 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 Total 
Deaths 336 328 351 341 283 224 1,863 

 
Figure 11. Rates for Newly Reported AIDS Cases, by Year of Diagnosis and City, 2001-2005 
 

 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 
Baltimore, MD 123.7 114.1 113.8 109.5 96.6 
Chicago, IL 32.7 37.2 33.3 28.1 30.9 
Detroit, MI 26.1 28.1 29.2 28.2 31.6 
Philadelphia, PA 72.2 74.4 65.0 57.7 68.3 
New York City, NY 69.5 58.2 65.6 53.2 50.7 
Washington, DC 117.1 168.9 146.3 139.9 117.7 
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Figure 12. Rates for People Living with AIDS by Year and City, 2001-2005 
 

 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 
Baltimore, MD 819.8 868.1 894.0 944.8 1001.3 
Chicago, IL 254.8 284.3 304.7 325.3 351.4 
Detroit, MI 214.2 229.6 249.2 269.0 291.1 
Philadelphia, PA 445.8 521.1 544.5 583.6 643.4 
New York City, NY 625.4 650.2 682.3 703.7 725.9 
Washington, DC 1,030.0 1,144.4 1,242.0 1,325.1 1,386.0 

 
Section V.   Trends in HIV (not AIDS) Diagnoses 

 
Figure 13. Newly Reported HIV (not AIDS) Cases among Adults and Adolescents, by Year of Diagnosis and Sex — District of 
Columbia, 2001-2006 
 

 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 Total 
Male 344 439 414 332 307 278 2,114 
Female 196 248 201 209 176 125 1,155 
Total 540 687 615 541 483 403 3,269 

 
Figure 14. Newly Reported HIV (not AIDS) Cases among Adults and adolescents, by Year of Diagnosis and Mode of Transmission 
— District of Columbia, 2001-2006 
 

 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 Total 
MSM 146 189 172 116 106 113 842 
IDU 70 96 84 84 62 36 432 

MSM/IDU 10 12 15 9 9 6 61 
Heterosexual 

Contact 
208 263 209 189 178 175 1,222 

RNI / Unknown 106 127 135 143 128 73 712 
 
Figure 15. Newly Reported HIV (not AIDS) Cases among Male Adults and Adolescents, by Year of Diagnosis and Mode of 
Transmission – District of Columbia, 2001-2006 
 
 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 Total 
MSM 146 189 172 116 106 113 842 
IDU 38 50 44 49 40 22 243 
MSM/IDU 10 12 15 9 9 6 61 
Heterosexual 
Contact 

84 112 100 72 65 88 521 

RNI / Unknown 66 76 83 86 87 49 447 

 
Figure 16. Newly Reported HIV (not AIDS) Cases among Female Adults and Adolescents, by Year of Diagnosis and Mode of 
Transmission – District of Columbia, 2001-2006 
 
 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 Total 
IDU 32 46 40 35 22 14 189 
Heterosexual 
Contact 

124 151 109 117 113 87 701 

RNI / Unknown 40 51 52 57 41 24 265 
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Figure 17. Raw Data for Proportion of Newly Reported HIV (not AIDS) Cases among Adults and Adolescents, by Sex and Mode of 
Transmission – District of Columbia, 2001-2006 

 Female Male Total 
MSM N/A 842 842 
IDU 189 243 432 
MSM/IDU N/A 61 61 
Heterosexual 
Contact 

701 521 1,222 

RNI / Unknown 265 447 712 
 
Figure 18. Newly Reported HIV (not AIDS) Cases among Adults and Adolescents, by Year of Diagnosis and Race/Ethnicity — 
District of Columbia, 2001-2006 
 

 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 Total 
White 57 61 82 47 62 50 359 
Black 441 561 497 434 398 318 2,649 

Hispanic 23 21 26 33 11 18 132 
Asian <3 <3 <3 <3 4 <3 -- 
Other 18 43 9 27 8 15 120 

 
Figure 19. Raw Data for Proportion of Newly Reported HIV (not AIDS) Cases among Adults and Adolescent, by Race/Ethnicity and 
Sex — District of Columbia, 2001-2006 
 

 Female Male Total 
White 24 335 359 
Black 1,061 1,588 2,649 
Hispanic 25 107 132 
Asian <3 7 -- 
Other 43 77 120 

 
Figure 20. Newly Reported HIV (not AIDS) Cases among Adults and Adolescents, by Year of Diagnosis and Age at Diagnosis — 
District of Columbia, 2001-2006 
 
 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 Total 
13 – 19  11 13 21 23 9 7 84 
20 – 29 100 116 109 102 80 81 588 
30 – 39  195 238 207 136 146 115 1,037 
40 – 49  161 223 193 172 155 129 1,033 
50 – 59  59 84 64 88 71 56 422 
60+ 14 13 21 20 22 15 105 
Total 540 687 615 541 483 403 3,269 
 
Figure 21. Rates of HIV (not AIDS) Cases among Adults and Adolescents, by Year of Diagnosis and Sex — District of Columbia, 
2001-2006  
 

 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 
Female 74.8 94.2 76.2 78.7 65.8 46.7 
Male 151.3 192.7 182.1 145.1 133.2 120.4 
Total 110.3 139.9 125.2 109.4 97.0 80.8 
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Figure 22. Rates of HIV (not AIDS) Cases among Adults and Adolescents, by Year of Diagnosis and Race/Ethnicity — District of 
Columbia, 2001-2006 
 

 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 
White 37.0 39.1 52.3 29.2 37.4 29.5 
Black 159.5 203.9 181.9 159.9 147.8 119.8 
Hispanic 60.7 54.8 66.8 83.5 27.8 45.7 
Asian 6.8 6.6 6.5 0.0 24.5 11.8 
Other 0.0 0.0 14.8 0.0 14.2 0.0 
Total 110.3 139.9 125.2 109.4 97.0 80.8 

 
Figure 23. Rates of HIV (not AIDS) Cases among Adults and Adolescents, by Year of Diagnosis and Age at Diagnosis — District of 
Columbia, 2001-2006  
 

 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 
13 – 19  22.5 26.4 41.8 44.8 17.3 13.4 
20 – 29 96.1 112.2 105.8 97.8 75.7 75.5 
30 – 39  202.7 248.5 219.3 146.1 157.9 124.7 
40 – 49  197.7 273.8 238.7 213.1 192.9 162.7 
50 – 59  88.8 124.0 93.5 126.7 100.4 79.0 
60+ 15.1 13.9 22.2 20.9 22.8 15.5 
Total 110.3 139.9 125.2 109.4 97.0 80.8 

 
Section VI.   Trends in AIDS Diagnoses 

 
Figure 24. Newly Reported AIDS Cases among Adults and Adolescents, by Year of Diagnosis and Sex —District of Columbia, 
2001-2006 
 

 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 Total 
Female 216 295 252 243 236 224 1,466 
Male 457 680 589 567 443 476 3,212 
Total 673 975 841 810 679 700 4,678 

 
Figure 25. Raw Data for Proportion of Newly Reported AIDS Cases among Adults and Adolescents, by Sex and Mode of 
Transmission -- District of Columbia, 2001 -2006 
 

 Female Male Total 
MSM -- 1294 1,294 
IDU 442 581 1,023 
MSM/IDU -- 158 158 
Heterosexual 
Contact 

681 560 1,241 

Other 13 9 22 
RNI / Unknown 330 610 940 
Total 1,466 3,212 4,678 
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Figure 26. Raw Data for Proportion of Newly Reported AIDS Cases among Adults and Adolescents, by Race/Ethnicity and Sex — 
District of Columbia, 2001-2006 
 

 Female Male Total 
White 26 335 361 
Black 1,375 2,675 4,050 
Hispanic 52 172 224 
Asian <3 6 -- 
Other 12 24 36 

 
Figure 27. Newly Reported AIDS Cases among Adults and Adolescents, by Year of Diagnosis and Race/Ethnicity – District of 
Columbia, 2001-2006 
 

 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 Total 
White 60 78 72 54 42 55 361 
Black 580 857 719 694 589 611 4,050 
Hispanic 30 33 40 49 41 31 224 
Asian -- <3 3 <3 <3 -- 7 
Other 3 6 6 12 5 4 36 
Total 673 975 840 810 679 701 4,678 

 
Figure 28. Newly Reported AIDS Cases among Adults and Adolescents, by Year of Diagnosis and Mode of Transmission — District 
of Columbia, 2001-2006 
 
 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 Total 
MSM 197 309 250 206 142 190 1,294 
IDU 137 191 167 188 206 134 1,023 
MSM/IDU 28 33 24 27 22 24 158 
Heterosexual 
Contact 

148 244 209 206 188 246 1,241 

Other <3 6 6 <3 <3 4 -- 
RNI / Unknown 161 192 185 181 119 102 940 
 
Figure 29. Newly Reported AIDS Cases among Adult and Adolescent Males, by Year of Diagnosis and Mode of Transmission — 
District of Columbia, 2001-2006 
 

 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 Total 
MSM 197 309 250 206 142 190 1,294 
IDU 72 108 93 114 128 66 581 
MSM/IDU 28 33 24 27 22 24 158 
Heterosexual 
Contact 

61 95 102 101 78 123 560 

Other <3 4 3 <3 <3 <3 -- 
RNI / Unknown 99 131 117 118 73 72 610 
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Figure 30. Newly Reported AIDS Cases among Adult and Adolescent Females, by Year of Diagnosis and Mode of Transmission — 
District of Columbia, 2001-2006 
 

 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 Total 
IDU 65 83 74 74 78 68 442 
Heterosexual 
Contact 

87 149 107 105 110 123 681 

Other <3 <3 3 <3 <3 3 -- 
RNI / Unknown 62 61 68 63 46 30 330 

 
Figure 31. Newly Reported AIDS Cases among Adults and Adolescents, by Year of Diagnosis and Age at Diagnosis — District of 
Columbia, 2001-2006 
 
 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 Total 
13 – 19  <3 11 9 13 9 4 -- 
20 – 29 77 95 102 107 92 91 564 
30 – 39  228 322 298 235 194 175 1,452 
40 – 49  250 366 277 282 252 259 1,686 
50 – 59  89 150 120 129 90 140 718 
60+ 27 31 35 44 42 31 210 
Total -- 975 841 810 679 700 -- 
 
Figure 32. Rate of AIDS Cases among Adults and Adolescents, by Year of Diagnosis and Sex — District of Columbia, 2001-2006 
 

 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 
Female 82.4 112.1 95.5 91.5 88.3 83.6 
Male 201.0 298.4 259.1 247.8 192.2 206.2 
Total 137.5 198.6 171.2 163.8 136.4 140.3 

 
Figure 33. Rate of AIDS Cases among Adults and Adolescents, by Year of Diagnosis and Race/Ethnicity —District of Columbia, 
2001-2006 
 

 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 
White 39.0 50.1 45.9 33.6 25.4 32.4 
Black 209.8 311.5 263.1 255.8 218.8 230.1 
Hispanic 79.2 86.2 102.8 124.0 103.6 78.7 
Asian 0.0 6.6 19.4 6.3 12.2 0.0 
Other 45.7 89.5 103.8 174.7 71.0 41.9 
Total 137.5 198.6 171.2 163.8 136.4 140.3 

 
Figure 34. Rate of AIDS Cases among Adults and Adolescents, by Year of Diagnosis and Age at Diagnosis — District of Columbia, 
2001-2006 
 

 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 
13 – 19  4.1 22.4 17.9 25.4 17.3 7.7 
20 – 29 74.0 91.9 99.0 102.5 87.0 84.8 
30 – 39  237.0 336.3 315.8 252.4 209.8 189.8 
40 – 49  307.0 449.4 342.7 349.4 313.6 326.6 
50 – 59  133.9 221.5 175.4 185.7 127.2 197.4 
60+ 29.2 33.1 37.1 46.1 43.5 32.0 
Total 137.5 198.6 171.2 163.8 136.4 140.3 
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 Section VII.  Trends among Persons Living with AIDS  
 

Figure 35. Number of Adults and Adolescents Living with AIDS, by Year and Sex — District of Columbia, 2001-2006 
 

 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 
Female 1,293 1,539 1,735 1,925 2,106 2,281 
Male 4,562 4,995 5,345 5,666 5,866 6,087 
Total 5,855 6,534 7,080 7,591 7,972 8,368 

 
Figure 36. Number of Adults and Adolescents Living with AIDS, by Year and Mode of Transmission — District of Columbia, 
2001-2006 
 

 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 
MSM 2,736 2,893 2,988 3,050 3,041 3,068 
IDU 1,530 1,648 1,739 1,845 1,980 2,039 
MSM/IDU 295 308 309 316 322 327 
Heterosexual 
Contact 

1,044 1,328 1,587 1,798 1,962 2,195 

Other 48 53 57 57 55 55 
RNI / Unknown 202 304 400 525 612 684 
Total 5,855 6,534 7,080 7,591 7,972 8,368 

 
Figure 37. Number of Adults and Adolescents Living with AIDS, by Year, Sex and Mode of Transmission —District of Columbia, 
2001-2006 
 

Males 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 
MSM 2,736 2,893 2,988 3,050 3,041 3,068 
IDU 943 1,002 1,054 1,114 1,191 1,215 
MSM/IDU 295 308 309 316 322 327 
Heterosexual 
Contact 

424 551 683 777 846 961 

Other 27 31 34 34 31 28 
RNI / Unknown 137 210 277 375 435 488 
Total 4,562 4,995 5,345 5,666 5,866 6,087 
Females 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 
IDU 587 646 685 731 789 824 
Heterosexual 
Contact 

620 777 904 1,021 1,116 1,234 

Other 21 22 23 23 24 27 
RNI / Unknown 65 94 123 150 177 196 
Total 1,293 1,539 1,735 1,925 2,106 2,281 

 
Figure 38. Number of Adults and Adolescents Living with AIDS, by Year and Race/Ethnicity — District of Columbia, 2001-2006  
 

 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 
White 1,101 1,113 1,120 1,112 1,092 1,070 
Black 4,447 5,084 5,585 6,049 6,408 6,793 
Hispanic 274 298 326 368 403 433 
Asian 0 3 6 7 9 9 
Other 30 35 41 53 58 60 

 

Section XII. Data Tables 



 

105 District of Columbia HIV/AIDS Epidemiology Annual Report  2007 

Figure 39. Rates for Adults and Adolescents Living with AIDS, by Year and Sex – District of Columbia, 2001-2006 
 

 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 
Female 493.1 584.8 657.7 724.9 787.6 851.3 
Male 2006.6 2192.0 2350.9 2475.8 2544.8 2636.6 
Total 1196.0 1330.6 1441.5 1535.4 1601.2 1677.6 

 
Figure 40. Rates for Adults and Adolescents Living with AIDS, by Year and Race/Ethnicity — District of Columbia, 2001-2006 
 

 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 
White 714.9 714.2 714.5 691.5 659.1 630.3 
Black 1,608.9 1,848.1 2,043.6 2,229.3 2,380.0 2,558.4 
Hispanic 723.3 778.2 837.6 931.6 1,018.0 1,099.6 
Asian 13.6 19.8 38.8 44.1 55.1 53.0 
Other 457.4 522.3 608.0 771.5 823.1 838.0 
Total 1,196.0 1,330.6 1,441.5 1,535.4 1,601.2 1,677.6 

 
Figure 41. Rates for Adult and Adolescent Males Living with AIDS, by Year and Race/Ethnicity — District of Columbia, 2001-
2006 
 

 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 
White 1,369.9 1,367.0 1,369.1 1,319.6 1,252.8 1,195.7 
Black 2,669.0 3,018.7 3,309.8 3,588.7 3,796.4 4,043.0 
Hispanic 1,212.9 1,291.4 1,385.1 1,509.8 1,585.0 1,716.5 
Asian 31.1 45.4 74.5 86.7 110.9 106.8 
Other 716.7 801.1 934.6 1,139.0 1,200.6 1,231.2 
Total 2,006.6 2,192.0 2,350.9 2,475.8 2,544.8 2,636.6 

 
Figure 42. Rates for Adult and Adolescent Females Living with AIDS, by Year and Race/Ethnicity — District of Columbia, 2001-
2006 
 

 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 
White 74.5 78.5 80.4 83.2 83.2 82.4 
Black 774.5 928.7 1,053.1 1,170.3 1,281.4 1,410.5 
Hispanic 157.6 195.3 223.5 280.0 380.9 409.0 
Asian 0.0 0.0 11.5 11.2 11.0 10.5 
Other 248.0 296.9 346.9 474.1 515.2 511.4 
Total 493.1 584.8 657.7 724.9 787.6 851.3 

 
Figure 43. Rates for Adult and Adolescent Living with AIDS, by Year and Age at Diagnosis — District of Columbia, 2001-2006 
 

 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 
13 – 19  102.4 124.0 139.4 161.9 173.1 176.1 
20 – 29 1,462.2 1,509.1 1,592.9 1,654.0 1,690.5 1,757.2 
30 – 39  2,423.4 2,630.1 2,802.3 2,882.8 2,901.4 2,891.5 
40 – 49  1,891.8 2,197.1 2,20.1 2,658.1 2,858.7 3,058.8 
50 – 59  507.2 649.5 773.2 888.3 975.6 1,131.1 
60+ 85.3 105.8 131.5 166.5 197.7 216.9 
Total 1,196.0 1,330.6 1,441.5 1,535.4 1,601.2 1,677.6 
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Section VIII.   Trends in AIDS Survival and Mortality 
 
Figure 44. AIDS Deaths among Adults and Adolescents, by Year of Death and Sex — District of Columbia, 2001-2006 
 

 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 Total 
Female 99 93 110 115 94 81 592 
Male 237 235 241 226 189 143 1,271 
Total 336 328 351 341 283 224 ,1863 

 
Figure 45. AIDS Deaths among Adult and Adolescent Females, by Year of Death and Mode of Transmission — District of 
Columbia, 2001-2006 
 

 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 Total 
IDU 46 44 51 45 40 29 255 
Heterosexual 
Contact 

39 39 49 59 41 42 269 

Other <3 <3 <3 <3 <3 <3 -- 
RNI / Unknown 13 10 10 11 13 10 67 

 
Figure 46. AIDS Deaths among Adult and Adolescent Males, by Year of Death and Mode of Transmission —District of Columbia, 
2001-2006 
 

 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 Total 
MSM 85 85 84 86 70 45 455 
IDU 71 67 74 57 50 38 357 
MSM/IDU 14 19 17 15 12 8 85 
Heterosexual 
Contact 

32 37 39 31 32 31 202 

Other <3 <3 <3 <3 <3 <3 -- 
RNI / Unknown 34 27 27 36 24 21 169 

 
Figure 47. AIDS Mortality Rate among Adults and Adolescents, by Year of Death and Sex — District of Columbia, 2001-2006 
 

 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 
Female 37.8 35.3 41.7 43.3 35.2 30.2 
Male 104.2 103.1 106.0 98.8 82.0 61.9 
Total 68.6 66.8 71.5 69.0 56.8 44.9 

 
Figure 48. AIDS Mortality Rate among Adults and Adolescents, by Year of Death and Race/Ethnicity — District of Columbia, 
2001-2006 
 

 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 
White 13.0 15.4 17.8 21.8 15.1 8.2 
Black 111.8 109.1 114.1 110.2 93.6 77.2 
Hispanic 18.5 7.8 20.6 7.6 7.6 10.2 
Other 0.0 14.9 44.5 58.2 42.6 14.0 
Total 68.6 66.8 71.5 69.0 56.8 44.9 
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Figure 49. AIDS Mortality Rate among Adults and Adolescents, by Year of Death and Age Group at Death — District of 
Columbia, 2001-2006 
 

 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 
13 – 19  2.5 2.0 0.0 2.0 0.0 0.0 
20 – 29 28.6 16.2 24.8 18.7 9.9 16.9 
30 – 39  87.5 71.6 74.7 65.2 53.0 44.7 
40 – 49  141.4 152.5 149.4 146.1 118.9 88.9 
50 – 59  93.3 97.0 111.3 106.5 90.8 65.6 
60+ 14.0 18.2 26.5 38.8 38.3 31.0 
Total 68.6 66.8 71.5 69.0 56.8 44.9 

 
Figure 50. Proportion of Persons Surviving, by Number of Years after AIDS Diagnosis and Race/Ethnicity — District of Columbia, 
1997-2006 [N=7,793] 
 

No. of 
Persons 

Proportion Surviving   

 >12 months >24 
months 

>36 
months 

> 5 years > 7.5 
years 

> 10 
years 

White 710 0.900 0.860 0.830 0.794 0.750 0.741 
Black 6670 0.880 0.830 0.790 0.720 0.651 0.598 
Hispanic 350 0.920 0.910 0.910 0.880 0.864 0.864 
Other 63 0.860 0.840 0.820 0.756 0.711 0.711 
 
Section IX.   Geographic Distribution of HIV (not AIDS) and AIDS in the 
District of Columbia 
 
Map 1. Number of Newly Reported HIV (not AIDS) Cases, by Ward — District of Columbia, 2001-2006  
 

 Cumulative HIV (not AIDS) 
Cases 

Ward 1 426 
Ward 2 378 
Ward 3 38 
Ward 4 267 
Ward 5 383 
Ward 6 470 
Ward 7 336 
Ward 8 447 
Total 3,052 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Section XII. Data Tables 



 

108 District of Columbia HIV/AIDS Epidemiology Annual Report  2007 

Map 2. Number of Newly Reported AIDS Cases, by Ward — District of Columbia, 2001–2006 
 

 Cumulative AIDS Cases 
Ward 1 520 
Ward 2 435 
Ward 3 42 
Ward 4 336 
Ward 5 563 
Ward 6 536 
Ward 7 541 
Ward 8 570 
Total 4,062 

 
 
Map 3. Number of Living AIDS Cases, by Ward — District of Columbia, 2006  
 

 AIDS Prevalence 
Ward 1 1,102 
Ward 2 940 
Ward 3 139 
Ward 4 599 
Ward 5 983 
Ward 6 1,014 
Ward 7 808 
Ward 8 851 
Total 7,414 

 
Map 4. Average Rate of HIV (not AIDS) Cases, by Ward — District of Columbia, 2001-2006 
 

 Average Rate of HIV (not AIDS) 
Cases 

Ward 1 96.8 
Ward 2 91.5 
Ward 3 8.6 
Ward 4 60.1 
Ward 5 88.0 
Ward 6 115.1 
Ward 7 79.4 
Ward 8 105.1 

 
Map 5. Average Rate of AIDS Cases, by Ward — District of Columbia, 2001-2006 (N=2,745) 
 

 Average AIDS Case Rate 
Ward 1 118.1 
Ward 2 105.3 
Ward 3 9.5 
Ward 4 75.6 
Ward 5 129.4 
Ward 6 131.3 
Ward 7 127.8 
Ward 8 134.0 
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Map 6. Number of AIDS Deaths, by Ward — District of Columbia, 2001–2006 
 

 AIDS Mortality 
Ward 1 206 
Ward 2 149 
Ward 3 14 
Ward 4 153 
Ward 5 264 
Ward 6 244 
Ward 7 198 
Ward 8 247 

 
Section X.  HIV (not AIDS) and AIDS Diagnoses among Children  

 
Figure 51. Pediatric HIV (not AIDS) and AIDS Cases, by Year of Diagnosis — District of Columbia, 2001-2006 
 

 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 
HIV (not AIDS) 3 7 5 11 8 3 
AIDS 3 3 4 <3 6 <3 

 
Figure 52. Proportion of Perinatally Acquired HIV/AIDS Cases, by Maternal Mode of Transmission —District of Columbia, 
Cumulative through 2006   
 

 Cases 
IDU 5 
Heterosexual Contact 22 
Transfusion/Transplant <3 
Risk Not Identified 5 

 
Figure 53. Time of Maternal HIV (not AIDS) Testing among Children with Perinatally Acquired HIV/AIDS, by Year of Diagnosis 
— District of Columbia, 2001-2006 
 

 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 
Before or at birth  <3 3 <3 6 4 <3 
After birth <3 <3 <3 4 4 <3 
Unknown 3 4 4 <3 4 <3 
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Figure 54. Antiretroviral Therapy Use among HIV (not AIDS) Positive Pregnant Women or Perinatally-Infected Children Born 
1995-2005 – District of Columbia 
 

Percent (%) of Antiretroviral Therapy Use  
Year of Birth Prenatal Intrapartum Neonatal 
1995 10.5 15.8 31.6 
1996 33.3 44.4 55.6 
1997 25.0 25.0 62.5 
1998 12.5 25.0 37.5 
1999 15.4 30.8 38.5 
2000 0.0 28.6 57.1 
2001 0.0 16.7 33.3 
2002 40.0 40.0 40.0 
2003 0.0 0.0 50.0 
2004 25.0 37.5 37.5 
2005 30.0 20.0 40.0 
Total 17.9 26.3 42.1 
 
Figure 55. Perinatally-Acquired HIV (not AIDS) Cases, by Age at Diagnosis — District of Columbia, Cumulative through 2006 
 

 Number 
0-5 months  48 
6-11 months 16 
12-17 months 10 
18-23 months 11 
2 years 16 
3 years 10 
4 years 5 
5 years 10 
6 years 8 
7 years <3 
8 years <3 
9 years <3 
10 years <3 

 
Figure 56. Perinatally-Acquired AIDS Cases, by Age at Diagnosis — District of Columbia, Cumulative through 2006 
 

 Number 
0-5 months  50  
6-11 months 31 
12-17 months 18 
18-23 months 23 
2 years 20 
3 years 14 
4 years 4 
5 years 6 
6 years 10 
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Figure 57. Pediatric HIV (not AIDS) and AIDS Case Rates and AIDS Mortality Rate, by Year of Diagnosis or Death — District of 
Columbia, 2001-2006 
 
 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 
HIV (not AIDS) Case Rate 3.4 8.0 5.8 12.9 9.5 3.6 
AIDS Case Rate 3.4 3.4 4.6 1.2 7.1 2.4 
AIDS Mortality Rate  10.3 4.6 3.5 2.3 2.4 6.1 
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XIII. Definitions 
 
Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome (AIDS):  

 A disease of the body’s immune system caused by the human immunodeficiency virus (HIV). AIDS is 
characterized by the death of CD4 cells (an important part of the body’s immune system), which leaves the 
body vulnerable to life-threatening conditions, including infections and cancers. 

 
Active Reporting:  

 State and local health department surveillance staff collect information by contacting health care 
practitioners, and reviewing medical records in hospitals, clinics, and doctor’s offices. 

 
Adjustments:  

 Statistical calculations that allow the comparison of different groups (when the difference may affect what 
you are studying) as though they are alike. Differences in populations or subgroups make it difficult to make 
comparisons; adjustments remove the influence of a specific factor (for example, age, gender, race, or 
disease status) from the analysis. 

 
Aggregated data: 

 Information, usually summary statistics that may be compiled from personal information, but that is 
grouped or presented together to prevent the identification of individuals. 

 
AIDS-defining illness: 

 Any of a list of illnesses included that, when occurring in an HIV-infected person, leads to a diagnosis of 
AIDS, the most serious stage of HIV (not AIDS) infection. AIDS is also diagnosed if an HIV-infected person 
has a CD4 count below 200 cells/mm3, whether or not that person has an AIDS-defining condition. The 
CDC published a list of 26 AIDS-defining conditions in 1993, including candidiasis, cytomegalovirus disease, 
Kaposi’s sarcoma, mycobacterium avium complex, pneumocystis carinii pneumonia, recurrent pneumonia, 
progressive multifocal leukoencephalopathy, pulmonary tuberculosis, invasive cervical cancer, and wasting 
syndrome. 

 
Analysis data, datasets, or database:   

A dataset created by removing personal data (for example, names, addresses, ZIP codes, and telephone 
numbers) so the record or records cannot be linked to an individual, but still allows the remaining data to be 
analyzed. 

 
Antiretroviral therapy:   

Treatment with drugs that inhibit the ability of retroviruses (such as HIV) to multiply in the body. The 
antiretroviral therapy recommended for HIV infection is referred to as HAART, which uses a combination 
of medications to attack HIV at different points in its life cycle. 

 
Average: 

The sum of a set of data divided by the number of cases. 
 
Case:   

In epidemiology, a countable instance in the population or study group of a particular disease, health 
disorder, or condition under investigation, such as HIV  infection (for example, an HIV (not AIDS) case) or 
AIDS (for example, an AIDS case). A case may be an individual with the particular disease. 

 
CD4 Cell: 

 Also known as helper T cell or CD4 lymphocyte. A type of infection-fighting white blood cell that carries 
the CD4 protein receptor on its surface. CD4 cells coordinate the immune response, signaling other cells in 
the immune system to perform their special functions. The number of CD4 cells in a sample of blood is an 
indicator of the health of the immune system.  HIV (not AIDS) infects and kills CD4 cells, leading to a 
weakened immune system. 
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CD4 Cell Count: 
A measurement of the number of CD4 cells in a sample of blood.  The CD4 count is one of the most useful 
indicators of the health of the immune system and the progression of HIV/AIDS. A CD4 cell count is used 
by health care providers to determine when to begin, interrupt, or halt anti-HIV therapy; when to give 
preventative treatment form opportunistic infections; and to measure response to treatment. A normal CD4 
cell count is between 500 and 1,400 cells/mm3, but an individual’s CD4 count can vary. In HIV-infected 
individuals, a CD4 count at or below 200 cells/mm3 is considered an AIDS-defining condition. 

 
Census:   

The enumeration of an entire population, usually with details being recorded on residence, age, sex, 
occupation, ethnic group, marital status, birth history, and relationship to head of household. 

 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC):  

An agency of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services that is charged with protecting the health 
and safety of citizens at home and abroad.  

 
Code-based Reporting: 

HIV (not AIDS) case reporting under the code-based era occurred from January 2001 through November 
16, 2006 in the District. The unique identifier code consists of a combination of the letters and number of 
letters in the last name, social security number, sex, and date of birth. 

 
Core Surveillance:   

The primary source of population-based data on persons living with HIV/AIDS.  Includes the number of 
annual cases of HIV (not AIDS) diagnosed; the prevalence of persons living with HIV (not AIDS) infection; 
and HIV/AIDS-related morbidity and mortality in adults, adolescents, and children; perinatal exposure to 
HIV infection; access to care in HIV-infected populations; and changes in trends of HIV transmission. 

 
Cumulative cases:   

The total number of cases of a disease reported or diagnosed during a specified time. Cumulative cases can 
include cases in people who have died. 

 
Cumulative incidence rate:   

The total number of persons who experience the onset of a disease during a specified period of time among 
all people at risk for the disease. A cumulative incidence rate is calculated by dividing cumulative incidence 
for a specified period by the population in which cases occurred during that period. A multiplier is used to 
convert the resulting fraction to a number over a common denominator (often 100,000). 

 
Data cleaning:   

A standard practice commonly employed to improve the usability, quality, integrity, completeness, and 
accuracy of information collected in a database system. 

 
Demographic information:   

The “person” characteristics – age, sex, race, and occupation – of descriptive epidemiology used to 
characterize the populations at risk. 

 
Denominator:   

The lower portion of a fraction used to calculate a rate or ratio. In a rate, the denominator is usually the 
population (or population experience, as in person-years, etc.) at risk. 

 
Epidemic:   

A disease that has spread rapidly through a segment of the human population in a given geographic area. 
 
Epidemiologic follow-up:   

The investigative process for obtaining additional information on a reported HIV/AIDS case. 
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Epidemiologic profile:   
See HIV/AIDS epidemiologic profile. 

 
Epidemiology:   

The branch of medical science that studies the occurrence, distribution, and control of disease, injury, or 
health in human populations, and the application of this study to the prevention and control of health 
problems. 

 
Estimate:   

In situations in which precise data are not available, an estimate may be made on the basis of available data 
and an understanding of how the data may be generalized to larger populations. In some instances, national 
or state data may be statistically adjusted to estimate local conditions. Good estimates are accompanied by 
statistical estimates of error (a confidence interval), which describe the limitations of the estimate. 

 
Exposure:   

Contact with an infectious agent or other substance, or possession of a characteristic that is suspected to 
influence the risk of developing a particular disease. 

 
Graph:   

A way to show quantitative data visually, using a system of coordinates. 
 
Hemophilia:   

An inherited disorder of the blood clotting process that causes excessive and sometimes spontaneous 
bleeding; requires numerous transfusions of clotting factors, some of which, if required precautions have not 
been taken, may be contaminated by the HIV virus. 

 
Highly Active Antiretroviral Therapy (HAART):   

The name given to treatment regimens that aggressively suppress HIV replication and progression of HIV 
disease. The usual HAART regimen combines three or more anti-HIV drugs. 

 
HIV (not AIDS):   

See “Human Immunodeficiency Virus”. 
 
HIV/AIDS epidemiologic profile:   

A document that describes the HIV/AIDS epidemic in various populations in defined geographic areas, and 
identifies characteristics of the general population, HIV-infected populations, and non-infected (and 
untested) persons whose behavior places them at risk for HIV infection.  It consists of information gathered 
to describe the effect of HIV/AIDS on an area in terms of socio-demographic, geographic, behavioral, and 
clinical characteristics. The epidemiologic profile serves as the scientific basis from which HIV prevention 
and care needs are identified and prioritized for a jurisdiction. 

 
HIV/AIDS surveillance:   

The systematic data collection, analysis, interpretation, dissemination, and evaluation of population-based 
information about persons with a diagnosis of HIV infection and persons with a diagnosis of AIDS. 

 
HIV diagnosis date:   

The earliest date at which HIV (not AIDS) infection was diagnosed from either a positive confirmatory 
laboratory test result or, in the absence of laboratory documentation, a documented physician diagnosis 
date. 

 
HIV disease:   

Any signs, symptoms, or other adverse health effects of HIV. 
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HIV positive:   
A test result that indicates that antibody to the virus is found in the blood. This test does not predict whether 
the person will become ill with AIDS; however, it may indicate that one is contagious and capable of passing 
the virus on to others. 

 
HIV/AIDS surveillance:   

The systematic collection, analysis, interpretation, dissemination, and evaluation of population-based 
information about persons with a diagnosis of HIV infection and persons with a diagnosis of AIDS. 
HIV/AIDS surveillance programs monitor the HIV/AIDS epidemic, and provide factual information that is 
critical to planning, setting priorities for, and funding HIV prevention, care, and treatment. 

 
Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV):  

The virus that causes the Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome (AIDS).  HIV is in the retrovirus family, 
and two types have been identified:  HIV-1 and HIV-2.  HIV-1 is responsible for most HIV infections 
throughout the world, while HIV-2 is found primarily in West Africa.  Individuals with HIV in their system 
are referred to as HIV infected. 

 
Incidence:   

The number of new cases of a disease in a defined population during a specific period of time, often one 
year, which can be used to measure disease frequency.  It is important to understand the difference between 
HIV incidence and reported HIV diagnoses. The number of new HIV (not AIDS) diagnoses does not 
necessarily reflect trends in HIV incidence (that is, new infections) because some individuals will have been 
infected recently while others will have been infected some time in the past. Further, because the results of 
anonymous tests are not reported, not all diagnoses of HIV infection are included in HIV/AIDS surveillance 
data.  Therefore, surveillance data do not represent incident cases.   

 
Incidence Rate:   

The frequency of new cases of a disease that occur per unit of population during a defined period of time – 
such as the rate of new cases per 100,000 population in the District. 

 
Incidence Surveillance:   

Provides estimates of the number of newly-acquired HIV infections. It includes the collection and testing of 
diagnostic blood specimens from newly reported HIV  infections; calculation of population-based estimates 
of HIV incidence using HIV testing information; and monitoring HIV strains for resistance to anti-retroviral 
drugs. 

 
Infection:   

The establishment of an infectious micro-organism, such as bacteria, fungi, protozoa, or viruses, in the body. 
The term is also used to refer to disease caused by an infectious micro-organism. 

 
Injection-drug users:   

Individuals who have ever used needles to inject illicit drugs. 
 
Interpretation:   

The explanation of the meaning of the data.  For example, interpreting a trend in the number of HIV cases 
diagnosed during a five-year period enables a planning group to assess whether the number of cases has 
increased or decreased.  

 
Intrapartum:  

The time period spanning labor and delivery. 
Mode of transmission:   

The means by which HIV is transmitted from one individual to another.  It describes how an individual may 
have been exposed to HIV, such as injecting drug use, male-to-male sexual contact, or heterosexual sexual 
contact. 
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Mortality:   
The total number of persons who have died of a particular disease. Usually expressed as a rate, mortality 
(total number of deaths over the total population) measures the effect of the disease on the population as a 
whole. 

 
Mother-to-Child Transmission:   

The passage of HIV from an HIV-infected mother to her infant. The infant may become infected while in the 
womb, during labor and delivery, or through breastfeeding. 

 
Name-based Reporting:  

The District transitioned from code-based to name-based HIV (not AIDS) reporting in November 2006. 
Confidential name-based reporting is done through laboratory reports; however, cases are also identified 
through reporters such as medical providers, hospitals, clinics and community based organizations that 
provide HIV testing and treatment. 

 
Neonatal:   

The time period from birth through the first four weeks after birth. 
 
Numerator:   

The upper portion of a fraction. 
 
Passive reporting:   

Health care practitioners, hospitals, clinics, and laboratories report cases of HIV/AIDS to state and local 
health departments. 

 
Pediatric HIV/AIDS:  

The medical specialty concerned with the development, care, and treatment of children living with living 
HIV/AIDS from birth through adolescence. 

 
Percentage:   

A proportion of the whole, expressed as parts per 100. 
 
Perinatal:   

The time period spanning shortly before and after birth. 
 
Perinatal transmission:   

The passage of HIV from an HIV-infected mother to her infant. The infant may become infected while in the 
womb, during labor and delivery, or through breastfeeding. 

 
Population:   

The total number of inhabitants of a given area or country. In sampling, the population may refer to the 
units from which the sample is drawn, not necessarily the total population of people. 

 
Prevalence:   

The total number of people in a population affected with a particular disease or condition at a given time. 
Prevalence can be thought of as a snapshot of all existing cases of a disease or condition at a specified time. 

 
Prevalence rate:   

The total or cumulative number of cases of a disease per unit of population during a defined period of time, 
such as the rate of AIDS cases per 100,000 population diagnosed through December 31, 2006, in the 
District of Columbia. 
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Proportion:   
A portion of the complete population or data set, usually expressed as a fraction or percentage of the 
population or data set. 

 
Provider:   

Any source of HIV/AIDS surveillance information, such as physician, nurse, dentist, pharmacist, or other 
professional provider of health care or a hospital, health maintenance organization, pharmacy, laboratory, 
STD clinic, TB clinic, or other health care facility that forwards data into the surveillance system. 

 
Public health uses of surveillance data:   

The principal public health uses of HIV/AIDS surveillance data at state and federal levels is for 
epidemiologic monitoring of trends in disease incidence and outcomes. This includes collection of data and 
evaluation of the collection system, as well as the reporting of aggregate trends in incidence and prevalence 
by demographic, geographic, and behavioral risk characteristics to assist the formulation of public health 
policy and direct intervention programs. 

 
Range:   

The difference between the largest and smallest values in a data set. 
 
Rate:   

A measure of the frequency of an event or a disease compared with the number or persons at risk for the 
event or disease. 

 
Ratio:   

A way of showing the relative size of two numbers. The first number is divided by the second number to 
derive the ratio. The ratio may be expressed as fraction; for example, 2/3, or the two numbers may be 
separated by a colon; for example, 2:3. 

 
Reliability:   

Refers to the consistency and dependability of a data-collection instrument or measure. For example, if you 
repeat a blood test three (3) times on the same specimen and the results are the same each time, the test is 
said to be reliable. 

 
Reporting delay:   

The time between a diagnosis of HIV infection or AIDS and the receipt of the report by the health 
department. 

 
Risk:   

The probability that an event will occur; for example, that an individual will become ill or die within a stated 
period of time or age. 

 
Risk factor:   

An aspect of personal behavior or lifestyle, an environmental exposure, or an inborn or inherited 
characteristic that is associated with an increased occurrence of disease or other health-related event or 
condition. 

 
Risk Not Identified (RNI):   

Cases in which epidemiologic follow-up has been conducted and sources of data have been reviewed, which 
may include an interview with the provider, but no mode of exposure has been identified. Any case that 
continues to have no reported risk for twelve (12) or more months after the report date is considered RNI. 

 
Sex:   

The biological state of maleness or femaleness determined at birth, as opposed to “gender,” which is a 
psychosocial construct. 
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Sexually Transmitted Disease (STD):   
Any infection spread by the transmission of organisms from person to person during sexual contact. 

 
Sociodemographic factors:   

Background information about a population of interest; for example, age, sex, race, educational status, 
income, and geographic location. These factors are often thought of as explanatory because they help to 
make sense of the results of analyses. 

 
Socioeconomic status:   

A measure of social and economic factors that helps to describe a person’s standing in society (for example, 
income level, relationship to the national poverty line, educational achievement, neighborhood of residence, 
home ownership). 

 
Statistics:   

The collection, analysis, interpretation, and presentation of quantitative (numerical) data. 
 
STD:   

See sexually transmitted disease. 
 
Stratification:   

A technique for dividing data into homogenous groups (strata). 
 
Surveillance (public health surveillance):   

The continuous, systematic collection, analysis, interpretation, dissemination, and evaluation of population-
based health information for purposes of disease prevention and control.    

Surveillance data:   
Statistics generated from disease surveillance in either paper or electronic format. 

 
Surveillance information:   

Details collected on an individual or individuals for completing routine or special surveillance investigations. 
Examples of HIV/AIDS surveillance information are the HIV/AIDS report forms, ancillary notes about risk 
investigations and related questionnaires, notes about suspect cases, laboratory reports, line lists, discharge 
summaries, death certificates, and drug data stores. 

 
Table:   

A set of data arranged in rows and columns. 
 
Trend:   

A long-term movement or change in frequency, usually upward or downward; may be presented as a line 
graph. 

 
Variable:   

Any characteristic or attribute that can be measured. 
 
Virus:   

A microscopic organism that requires a host cell to make more copies of itself.  Examples of human diseases 
caused by virus infections are AIDS, measles, mumps, polio, influenza, and the common cold. 

 
Vital statistics:   

Systematically tabulated information about births, marriages, divorces, and deaths, based on registration of 
these events. 

 
Year of diagnosis:   

The year in which a diagnosis of HIV (not AIDS) infection or AIDS was made. 
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Year of report:   
The year in which a person with a diagnosis of HIV (not AIDS) infection or AIDS was reported to the health 
department. 
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Government of the District of Columbia 
Department of Health 
HIV/AIDS Administration 
64 New York Avenue, NW, Suite 5001 
Washington, DC  20002 
(202) 671-4900                                                            www.doh.dc.gov 
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