
 

 

ARIA PRESENTS THE  
2008 ARIA HALL OF FAME 

 
For release: Under total media embargo until Thursday, 1 May, 2008 
 
In 2005 we stood and cheered with affection when the late, great Smoky Dawson delivered his memorable 
acceptance speech at the inaugural ARIA HALL OF FAME event. One year later there wasn’t a dry eye in the 
room when Helen Reddy spoke of her pride at being recognised by her peers. On the same night the tears 
turned to laughter when Chrissie Amphlett of Divinyls decided she was having so much fun she insisted on 
an encore … and the band played on! At last year’s event who could forget the magic of The Waifs 
performing Frank Ifield’s I Remember You; and the killer duet performance from Marcia Hines of I Got the 
Music in Me with Sneaky Sound System’s Connie Mitchell. 
 
In the very short time this event has existed those who have attended the ARIA HALL OF FAME event know 
that they will witness “never before, never again” moments and Australian music history. 
 
Now ARIA (Australian Recording Industry Association) can confirm the return of this successful standalone 
event for 2008. 
 
The organisers are proud to announce that the 2008 ARIA HALL OF FAME, now in its fourth year, will be held 
at Melbourne Town Hall on Tuesday, 1 July, 2008 and for the very first time, members of the general 
public will be able to attend. A limited number of general admission tickets will be made available to the 
public from 9.00am on Monday, 12 May, 2008 through Ticketek (www.ticketek.com.au or Phone 132 489). 
 
ARIA Chairman and President & CEO of Warner Music Australasia Ed St John said "2008 marks the 50th 
anniversary of Johnny O'Keefe's "The Wild One" - the ground zero of Australian rock & roll.  So in our 50th 
anniversary year, it's so exciting to be again celebrating the wonderful history of Australian rock & roll and 
the many incredible artists who have made it so special.  The ARIA Hall of Fame has become the most 
memorable night in the Australian music calendar - a time to remember our fallen heroes and celebrate 
careers that have lasted longer than one or two albums. We're talking about whole lives devoted to music - 
and it's an honour just to be a part of it." 
 
Over the past three years ARIA has inducted some of the most important performers in Australian music 
history into the stand alone ARIA HALL OF FAME event - Brian Cadd, Radio Birdman, Hoodoo Gurus, Daddy 
Cool, Jo Jo Zep & the Falcons, Hunters & Collectors, Rose Tattoo, Normie Rowe, Icehouse, Easybeats, 
Renee Geyer, Split Enz and Lobby Loyde all join the list of music legends who define the Australian music 
landscape (see attached for full list ARIA Hall of Fame inductees). 
 
The 2008 event will feature the induction of five legendary artists and one very special industry inductee who 
will be welcomed into the ARIA HALL OF FAME. This year the ARIA HALL OF FAME moment will be 
completely separate to the ARIA Awards, this is the only time this year the artists will inducted on this 
legendary honour role. 
 
The irrepressible JULIA ZEMIRO will return to host the 2008 ARIA HALL OF FAME event. The comedienne, 
radio presenter, Rockwiz host and all round entertainer and will be joined on stage by guest presenter 
inductors who are set to deliver the memorable tributes which make this such a special event. 
 



 

 

But on the night, as always, is not about what’s hot in music this year; it is a celebration of Australian artists 
who have left a more than a carbon footprint behind. We celebrate not only Australian music diversity but 
indelible career footprints. 
 
The 2008 ARIA HALL OF FAME promises to deliver more musical magic moments with performances by the 
inductees, contemporary Australian artist performances and in some cases musical collaborations with both. 
Simply, this is a night not to be missed. Music fans will be able to watch the 2008 ARIA HALL OF FAME when 
it is broadcast exclusively on Vh1 (available on channel 810 on subscription television Foxtel, Optus and 
Austar) on Saturday, 5 July at 9.00pm. Vh1 will screen an encore presentation of the event on Sunday, 6 
July at 5.00pm. 
 
A brand new dedicated website for the ARIA Hall of Fame will be launched online in early May 
(www.ariahalloffame.com.au) and will feature all the latest on the 2008 inductees and in-depth history of 
the ARIA Hall of Fame. 
 
Stay tuned for the first induction announcement to be made on 18 May, 2008 … 
 

2008 ARIA Hall of Fame 
Tuesday, 1 July, 2008 - Melbourne Town Hall 

 
Industry Tickets: 

Go on sale Wednesday, 7 May, 2008 
Email Neha Potalia: neha@markpopemusic.com 

or go to www.ariahalloffame.com.au and follow the links 
 

General Public Tickets: 
Go on sale at 9.00am on Monday, 12 May, 2008 from Ticketek 

www.ticketek.com.au or Phone 132 489 
Ticket Price: $75.00 + GST + BF 

 
Exclusive Broadcast: 

Vh1 will televise the 2008 ARIA HALL OF FAME event: 
Premieres Saturday, 5 July, 2008 @ 9.00pm 

Encore presentation Sunday, 6 July, 2008 @ 5.00pm 
 

Watch this space for details of inductees, inductors and very special live performances: 
 

www.ariahalloffame.com.au 
 

For media information on the 2008 ARIA Hall of Fame please contact: 
 

Ferris Davies PRM 
Phone: (02) 9555 5807 / Fax: (02) 9555 5084 

Rina Ferris: rina@ferrisdaviesprm.com.au / Katie Hardwick: katie@ferrisdaviesprm.com.au 
 
About Vh1 Networks: 
VH1 Australia is a 24-hour music and  entertainment television network available on Channel 810 on the FOXTEL Digital 
(My Playtime), AUSTAR Digital (Living) platforms and Optus TV channel 21 (Entertainment Plus). VH1 Australia is a 
programming service of MTV Networks Australia Pty. Ltd. MTV and VH1 are registered trademarks of MTV Networks, a unit 
of Viacom International Inc. 



 

 

HALL OF FAME - A BRIEF HISTORY  
 
Over the last 20 years, a total of 55 artists have been inducted into the ARIA Hall of Fame: 
 

1988: Dame Joan Sutherland, Johnny O’Keefe, Slim Dusty, Col Joye, Vanda & Young, AC/DC 

1989: Dame Nellie Melba, Ross Wilson 

1990: Percy Grainger, Sherbet 

1991: Billy Thorpe, Glenn Shorrock, Don Burrows, Pete Dawson 

1992: Skyhooks 

1993: Cold Chisel, Peter Allen 

1994: Men at Work 

1995: The Seekers 

1996: Australian Crawl, Horrie Dargie 

1997: The Bee Gees, Paul Kelly, Graeme Bell 

1998: The Masters’ Apprentices, The Angels 

1999: Richard Clapton, Jimmy Little 

2000: No inductees 

2001: INXS, The Saints 

2002: Olivia Newton-John 

2003: John Farnham 

2004: Little River Band 

2005: Jimmy Barnes, Easybeats, Smoky Dawson, Renee Geyer, Split Enz, Normie Rowe, Hunters & Collectors 

2006: Midnight Oil, Icehouse, Helen Reddy, The Divinyls, Lobby Loyde, Rose Tattoo, Daddy Cool 

2007: Nick Cave, Jo Jo Zep + The Falcons, Frank Ifield, Marcia Hines, Brian Cadd, Hoodoo Gurus, Radio 
Birdman 


