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Robert Bontine Cunninghame Graham (1852–1936) was one of the most brilliant and mercurial 
characters of his day. Known as ‘Don Roberto’ and ‘the Modern Don Quixote’ because of his 
Spanish blood and impetuous lifestyle, and as ‘the Uncrowned King of Scotland’, because of his 
descent from King Robert II, he was a paradoxical man whose career was astonishingly varied. 
After an early period as an adventurer, when he worked as a cattle rancher and horse-dealer in 
South America and Texas, he embarked on a stormy political career. He was the first socialist in 
Parliament, was gaoled after assailing the police at the Battle of Trafalgar Square on Bloody 
Sunday, 1887, later became the founder and president of the first Labour Party, and was 
eventually elected president of the Scottish National Party. Meanwhile he travelled in Morocco 
disguised as an Arab sheik and prospected for gold in Spain. He was also a writer of tales, 
essays, histories and biographies – many of them set in Mexico and South America –  and 
enjoyed a high reputation among his contemporaries as a bold and original ironic realist. He lso 
helped Joseph Conrad with Nostromo. * 
 
* Adapted from Cedric Watts and Laurence Davies, Cunninghame Graham: a critical biography 
(Cambridge, 1979) 
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Graham. London: William Heinemann, 1924 
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Bibi. London: William Heinemann, 1929 
 
Three fugitive pieces: with a foreword / by Herbert Faulkner West. Hanover: Westholm 
Publications, 1960 
 
 
Sketches, tales, short stories, reminiscences 
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