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Methodology 
 
 

The data presented here come from The Orange County Register Vietnamese American Poll 
conducted by Pacific Opinions, an independent research group located in Irvine, California.  
Interviews with 600 Vietnamese Americans were performed by telephone beginning on January 
18 and concluding on February 1, 2000. 
 
The respondents were selected at random from a Vietnamese surname list drawn by Survey 
Sampling, Inc., and were verified through screening questions placed at the beginning of the 
survey.  The interviews, conducted at the facilities of Interviewing Services of America, Inc., in 
Van Nuys, California, averaged 21 minutes in length.  Incidence rates exceeded 80 percent 
throughout the survey.  Interviewers were fluent in both Vietnamese and English and were 
monitored by supervisors fluent in both languages.  Mr. Thai Nguyen-Khoa provided translation 
expertise to instrument design and quality control.   Overall, 80 percent of the completed 
interviews were done in the Vietnamese language. 
 
The poll has a margin of sampling error of plus or minus 4 percentage points.  The margin of error 
is larger for subgroups.  Along with sampling error, there are other potential sources of bias and 
error in opinion surveys, such as specification, instrumentation, and interviewer-respondent 
effects. 
 
The sample was weighted in order to reflect, as closely as possible, the actual characteristics of 
the Vietnamese American population in Orange County.  Mr. William Gayk. Ph.D., of the Center 
of Demographic Research at California State University, Fullerton, provided demographic 
projections on which these weights were based. 

 
Table 1, on the following page, presents the basic social characteristics of the sample, including 
gender, age, income, education, place of birth, time of arrival in the U.S. (for those who are 
foreign born), migration to Orange County, marital status, religion, and citizenship status. 
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Table 1: Characteristics of the Sample 
 

  
Male 51% 
Female 49 
  
18-24 20% 
25-34 28 
35-49 30 
50-64 14 
65 and above 7 
  
<$10,000 28% 
$10-25,000 20 
$25-$40,000 20 
$40-60,000 12 
$60-75,000 4 
>$75,000 2 
  
HS diploma or less 44% 
Some college 22 
College diploma 21 
Graduate school/ 
degree 10 

  
Born in Viet Nam 96% 
Born in the U.S. <1 
Born elsewhere 4 
  
Arrived in U.S…  
Prior to 1975 1% 
1975-1979 16 
1980-1984 21 
1985-1989 12 
1990-1994 40 
1995-1999 11 
  
Lived somewhere 
else prior to living 
in OC 

38% 

Immigrated directly 
to OC 62 

  
Married 43% 
Single 54 
Divorced/separated 3 
  
Buddhist 47% 
Catholic 40 
Other religion 7 
  
U.S. Citizen 68% 
Not a U.S. Citizen 31 
  

Note: Some percentages may not equal 100 percent due to 
don’t know responses or rounding. 
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Study Objectives 

 
 
• To measure the current condition of Vietnamese adaptation to American life and 

remaining connections to Viet Nam; 
 

• To develop a basic sense of the community’s policy priorities and interest in 
domestic political issues versus foreign affairs; 

 
• To learn the basic attitudes of Vietnamese Americans towards politics and political 

involvement; 
 
• To measure levels of affiliation and feelings toward the major political parties; 
 
• To ascertain the prevalent modes and extent of political participation as well as to 

explain the reasons why Vietnamese Americans participate in politics. 
 

 
Summary of Major Findings 

 
 
• Though some issues relevant to Viet Nam remain important for a mobilized segment of 

the community, domestic issues take precedence.  When asked which issues were 
considered a “top priority” or “very important”, larger percentages of Vietnamese Americans 
said getting kids out of gangs, eliminating crime and improving local schools than 
encouraging Viet Nam to improve its policy on human rights. 

 
• On the general idea of political expression and involvement, the community is divided.  

Forty-five percent agree “it is usually a good idea to stay out of politics and not express 
opinions on political issues”; 29 percent say they “strongly” agree.  Thirty seven percent 
disagree.  Older Vietnamese, particularly women, as well as newly arrived immigrants are 
most likely to agree.   Those below age 25, those who came to the United States prior to 1980, 
and those who have graduate degrees are most likely to disagree.  Nonetheless, 42 percent 
say that participating in public affairs, such as voting, is a “top priority” for the community. 

 
• More than half of Vietnamese Americans do not identify with a political party.  Those 

that do identify are divided equally between the Republican and Democratic parties.   
Republicans are older, better educated and more connected to Viet Nam; Democrats are 
younger, in the middle of their education, are more concerned with domestic affairs.  
Importantly, Republicans show a greater tendency to participate in politics and vote – 
explaining why GOP candidates have held an advantage in recent elections. 

  
• Protest is the most common form of political participation for Vietnamese Americans, 

followed by donating money.   Protest is significantly, and inversely, related to age; that is, 
the older one is, the more likely it is they have taken part in a protest. 

 
• Voting is the third most common activity, practiced “often” or “sometimes” by roughly 

one-third of the adult population.  Voters are more likely to older, college educated and 
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identify with a political party.  They are also less likely to be connected to Viet Nam, and 
more likely to believe that Vietnamese Americans should try harder to be more American.  

 
• Overall, the poll shows a community in transition.   Culture and language retention is 

strong; contact with non-Vietnamese Americans is limited.   Many hold a strong interest in 
the affairs of Viet Nam.  At the same time, significant proportions believe that the community 
should try harder to adapt to the American way of life and their children should be fluent in 
English, rather than Vietnamese.  Overwhelming majorities feel the quality of life in Orange 
County is high and that things have improved for the Vietnamese American community over 
the last five years. 

 
• The most important independent variable is age, as there is strong and repeated 

evidence of a generation gap.  In many ways, the transition that is evident in the 
community is a function of a younger generation coming of age and challenging traditional 
values.  The poll reveals consistent, and statistically significant, differences between those 
born after the Fall of Saigon twenty five years ago and those born before.  Young Vietnamese 
Americans are less likely to spend time in Little Saigon and more likely to use English and 
interact with non-Vietnamese.  To these individuals, issues in Viet Nam – and fighting 
communism – are not a top priority.  There is a curiosity about Viet Nam and concern about 
Americanization -- as evidenced by an interest in seeing more news about the country and a 
belief that Vietnamese should work harder to retain their culture.   But domestic issues are 
paramount as is a strong belief that political expression is important. 
 
Vietnamese Americans above the age of 50 remain strongly connected to Little Saigon – and 
to Viet Nam.  They primarily use Vietnamese, socialize with other Vietnamese Americans 
and are doing so increasingly.   Avid consumers of Vietnamese media, nearly all say they 
closely follow affairs in Viet Nam.  Their strong anti-communist attitudes and active 
involvement drive community politics and shape the conservative reputation of the 
community.  
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Table 1: Language OC Vietnamese Americans Believe their Children Should 
Speak Fluently 

 
Asked of entire sample, N=600 

 
  

Vietnamese 
 

English 
   
Total Sample 41% 39% 
   
18-24 years old 38 44 
25-34 42 31 
35-49 39 44 
50-64 48 38 
65+ 42 30 
   
using Vietnamese 50 28 
w/Vietnamese people 48 32 
w/Non-Vietnamese 37 51 
using English 32 53 
   
Attention paid to Vietnam…   
Very/somewhat closely 44 36 
Not too closely/not at all 35 45 
   

 
Complete Question Wording: “Generally speaking, which language do you think Vietnamese children 
should know how to speak fluently – Vietnamese, English or does it not make any difference to you?” 

 

Table 2: Attitudes toward Preservation of Vietnamese Culture versus 
Adaptation to American Culture 

 
Asked of entire sample, N=600 

 
 Preserve 

Vietnamese/ 
Leave things as they are 

 
Be More  

American 
   
Total Sample 47% 41% 
   
18-24 years old 54 31 
25-34 53 32 
35-49 41 49 
50-64 40 51 
65+ 44 51 
   
Have Children 43 48 
Don’t have Children 52 33 
   
Women 50 38 
Men 44 45 

 
Complete Question Wording: “Generally, do you think Vietnamese people should try harder to adapt to 
American culture and traditions, try harder to preserve Vietnamese culture and traditions, or should they 
pretty much leave things as they are?”
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Table 3: Issues Identified as “Top Priority” or “Very Important” by OC 
Vietnamese Americans 

 
Asked of entire sample, N=600 

 
  

Top Priority 
Very 

Important 
 

Total 
    
Getting kids out of gangs 62% 34% 96% 
Eliminating crime in your neighborhood 51 42 93 
Improving local schools 43 48 91 
Improving the quality of health care 39 50 89 
Promoting economic growth in Orange County 31 56 87 
Making sure Vietnamese children retain their  
culture 

43 43 86 

Participating in public affairs, such as voting 42 43 85 
Making money for yourself or your family 32 45 77 
Encouraging Viet Nam to improve its policy on 
human rights 

45 32 77 

Lowering taxes 30 43 73 
Fighting communism 40 31 71 
Being involved in Vietnamese community and 
cultural events 

23 46 69 

Encouraging cooperation between leaders in 
the Vietnamese American community 

28 39 67 

Reducing the flow of illegal immigration 24 39 63 
Getting people off welfare 22 34 56 
Establishing diplomatic relations with Viet 
Nam 

17 26 43 

    
 
 
Complete question wording: “Now I’d like to read you a list of issues of interest to Vietnamese in Orange 
County.  After I read each one, please tell me how important it is to you personally – is it a top priority, 
very important, somewhat important or not important at all?” 
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Figure 1: Percentages of OC Vietnamese Americans who rank “Fighting 

Communism” as a “Top Priority” or “Very Important”, by Age 
 

Asked of  entire sample, N=600 
 

 

23%

48%

25%
32%

47%

28%

55%

28%

62%

19%

18-24 25-34 35-49 50-64 65 and
above

Top Priority
Very Important

 
 
Complete question wording: “Now I’d like to read you a list of issues of interest to Vietnamese in Orange 
County.  After I read each one, please tell me how important it is to you personally – is it a top priority, 
very important, somewhat important or not important at all … Fighting communism?”
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Table 4: Percentage of OC Vietnamese Americans who Agree or Disagree 

with the Statement: ‘It is generally a good idea to stay out of politics and not 
express opinions on political issues.’ 

 
 

Asked of  entire sample, N=600 
 

 Agree  Disagree 
   
18-24 33% 47% 
25-34 53 31 
35-49 44 39 
50-64 42 35 
65 and above 58 23 
   
Less than graduate school 49 34 
Graduate school 23 61 
   
Men 43 43 
Women 48 29 
   
U.S. Citizen?   
Yes 45 42 
No 46 26 
   
Time arrived in U.S.   
Before 1975 14 71 
1975-1979 46 44 
1980-1984 51 39 
1985-1989 48 39 
1990-1994 40 36 
1995-1999 49 16 
   
Plans to move outside of OC   
Yes 37 48 
No 46 36 
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Figure 2: OC Vietnamese American Party Identification and Characteristics 

of Republican and Democratic Identifiers 
 

Asked of  entire sample, N=600 
 

33%20%

25%22%

Rep
Dem
Ind
NA/DK

 

VIETNAMESE DEMOCRATS… 
 
• CAME TO THE U.S. BETWEEN 1990 

AND 1994 (41%) 
 
• SAW THEIR INCOMES INCREASE 

OVER THE LAST FIVE YEARS (26%) 
 
• HAVE SOME FOUR-YEAR COLLEGE 

(35%) 
 
• PLAN TO MOVE OUT OF ORANGE 

COUNTY IN THE FUTURE (29%) 
 
• ARE NOT AFFILIATED WITH EITHER 

BUDDHISM OR CATHOLICISM (32%) 
 
• ARE MORE CONCERNED THAN 

REPUBLICANS WITH ESTABLISHING 
DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH 
VIETNAM AND DOMESTIC ISSUES -- 
LOWERING TAXES, REDUCING 
CRIME, IMPROVING LOCAL 
SCHOOLS  

• ARE MORE LIKELY TO SAY 
PARTICIPATING IN PUBLIC AFFAIRS 
IS A TOP PRIORITY CONCERN 

VIETNAMESE REPUBLICANS… 
 
O CAME TO THE U.S. BETWEEN 1975 

AND 1984 (54%) 
 
O SAW THEIR INCOMES DECREASE 

OVER THE LAST FIVE YEARS (39%) 
 
O HAVE A COLLEGE DEGREE OR 

HIGHER (35%) 
 
O ARE MARRIED (30%) WITH CHILDREN 

(28%) 
 
O ARE CATHOLIC (30%) 
 
O ARE MORE CONCERNED THAN 

DEMOCRATS WITH RETAINING 
VIETNAMESE CULTURE, HUMAN 
RIGHTS IN VIETNAM, ENCOURAGING 
COOPERATION AMONG 
VIETNAMESE AMERICAN LEADERS 
AND FIGHTING COMMUNISM  

 
O ARE MORE LIKELY TO VOTE AND BE 

ACTIVE IN POLITICS 



 11

Table 5: Modes and Frequency of OC Vietnamese American Political 
Participation 

 
Asked of  entire sample, N=600 

 
 

 Yes,  
done it 

 Yes,  
do it often 

Yes, 
do it sometimes 

    
Taken part in protests or 
demonstrations 

50% 11% 18% 

Donated money to community groups 
or candidates for office 

48 8 24 

Voted in elections, such as those for 
city council 

42 22 12 

Volunteered for community groups 40 9 17 
Signed a petition in support of a 
person or issue 

25 4 16 

Written letters to government officials 20 2 6 
Participated in Internet discussion 
groups on issues important to 
Vietnamese people  

16 1 10 

Written letters to the editor of 
newspapers, magazines or websites 

12 1 6 

Considered running for office 6 1 3 
 
 

 Complete question wording: “Some people participate in community affairs by volunteering for a group 
or by helping out in some other way.  I am going to read a list of different activities that people do in the 
community.  After I read each one, please tell me if you have ever done this activity or not.   (IF YES, then 
ask:) Do you do this often, sometimes or rarely?” 
 
 
Overall, the segments of the OC Vietnamese American population that are most 
active in all types of political activities are…  

 
• male 
• age 18 to 24 and 50 to 64 
• Republican 
• college graduates or higher 
• U.S. citizens 
• Catholic 



 12

 
Figure 3: Percentage of OC Vietnamese Americans who have taken part in a 

protest, by age 
 

46% 46% 49%

59%
69%

18-24 25-34 35-49 50-64 65 +

 
 
 

Table 6: Characteristics of OC Vietnamese American Voters 
 
 

Voters Non-Voters 

• Arrived in US between 1985 
and 1989 (63%) 

• College educated (61%) 
• Have taken part in a protest 

(61%) 
• Read a newspaper more than 

twice a week (59%) 
• Republican (57%) 
• Democrat (52%) 
• 65 years old and above 

(50%) 
• Catholic (47%) 
• Believe Vietnamese should 

adapt more to American 
culture (46%) 

• Make less contact with Viet 
Nam (43%) 

• 18 to 24 years old (73%) 
• Don’t have a party 

affiliation (72%) 
• Arrived in the U.S. after 

1990 (70%) 
• Spend no time in Little 

Saigon (70%) 
• Independent (66%) 
• TV is primary information 

source (64%) 
• Single (63%) 
• Read a newspaper less 

than twice a week (63%) 
• Agree that staying out of 

politics is a good idea 
(60%) 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


