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Other Information:
Major part of site is new SSSI but includes Catcott Heath SSSI (nnotified inder 1949
Act: 1967)

Description:

Catcott, Edington and Chilton Moors form part of the extensive grazing marsh and
ditch systems of the Somerset Levels and Moors. The land lies below 8m ODN in the
basin of the River Brue. The soils are principally of the Altcar series reed peats which
are overlain in parts by remnants of the Turberry Moor series moss peats. On the
northern and southern fringes of the site the peat soils are overlain by Midelney series
alluvial clay.

The water table is high for most of the year with occasional winter flooding by
overtopping of the River Brue. The complex of rhynes and ditches has a high penned
water level in summer and drains freely to the arterial system in winter.

A wide range of sward types has developed due to the variation in soils and in
management practice. Unimproved swards are well represented with many meadows
dominated by species-rich mire-type communities characterised by Meadow Thistle
Cirsium dissecturmMeadow Rud halictrum flavumQuaking-gras8riza media
Heath-gras®anthonia decumben€arnation Sedg€arex paniceaCommon Sedge

C. nigraand Southern Marsh-orchi2bctylorhiza praetermissaVetter unimproved
marshy grassland may, in addition, contain Rudbhesusspp, Marsh marigold

Caltha palustris Marsh Pennywortlydrocotylevulgaris Tubular Water-dropwort
Oenanthe fistulosaRagged-Robihychnis flos-cuculand Creeping Jenny

Lysimachia nummulariaA few meadows also contain Devil's-bit ScabiSugcisa
pratensis Many of the semi-improvelestu-Loliumgrasslands include components

of the mire-type community, often with Oxeye Daissucanthemum vulgare

Autumn HawkbitLeontodon autumnaliand Meadow Vetchlingathyrus pratensis

Catcott Heath, on the south-eastern part of the site, contains an area of Purple Moor-
grassMolinia caerulea Bog MyrtleMyrica galeand Cross-leaved Hedfrica

tetralix heathland with AldeAnlus glutinosacarr woodland and mixed scrub,

containing Common Cotton-graEsiophorum angustifoliunand Royal Fern

Osmunda regalisThe heath is noted for its rare vascular plants including Marsh Pea
Lathyrus palustrigViilk-parsleyPeucedanum palusti@nd Marsh Ferithelypteris
thelypteroidesOther species with restricted distributions nationally include Marsh
Cinquefoil Potentilla palustris Great Fen-sedgéladium mariscusSlender Sedge

Carex lasiocarpaand Marsh Stitchwoi$tellariapalustris A similar but less species-



rich area of alder carr and wet grassland is found on Burtle Whites on the North-
eastern part of the site.

127 aquatic and bankside vascular plant species have been recorded in the field
ditches, IDB-maintained rhynes and deep arterial watercourses. The diverse bankside
flora, dominated by Reed Sweet-gr&gceriamaxima includes Flowering Rush
Butomus umbellaty$8ottle Sedg&€arex rostrataand Water DoclRumex
hydrolapathumAquatic deep water species such as Yellow WateNighar lutea

and Arrowheadbagittaria sagittifoliaare largely confined to the eutrophic arterial
channels. The ditches and rhynes contain a good range of submerged species: notably
Fan-leaved Water-crowfo®anunculus circinatysSpiked Water-milfoil

Myriophyllum spicatumWater-violetHottonia palustrisand Greater Bladderwort
Utricularis vulgaris. Floating species include Frogbiydrocharis morsus-raneand
Rootless Duckweew/olffia arrhizawith several notable emergent species including
Mare's- tailHippuris vulgaris Greater Water-parsnipium latifolium Lesser Water-
plantainBaldellia ranunculoidesnd Fine-leaved-Water-dropw@enanthe

aguatica

A diverse invertebrate fauna is associated with these botanically rich water channels.
The water beetle fauna is of exceptional interest, with the nationally rare species
Haliplus mucronatusindHydrophilus piceupresent. The rare soldier fBtratiomys
furcatais found, and there are good numbers of dragonflies and damselflies, notably
Brachytron pratensandSympetrum sanguineum

Other habitats present include hedges and hedgerow trees of Alder, Hawthorn
Crataegus monogynand willow Salix spp

These diverse habitats provide suitable feeding and nesting sites for a wide range of
birds. In winter, waterfowl such as Golden PloRé&uvialis apricota Lapwing

Vanellus vanellysSnipeGallinago gallinagoand DunlinCalidris alpinafeed on the

wet grasslands, whilst under flood conditions, wildfowl such asAeas$ crecca
WigeonA. penelopand MallardA. platyrhynchosnove on to the Moors. The

pastures remain moist into spring and early summer when the tussocky fields support
breeding Snipe, Lapwing, CurleMumenius arquatand a few pairs of Redshank

Tringa totanus Yellow WagtailMotacilla flavaand WhinchaBaxicola rubetareed

on the moors and in spring, the pastures are an important feeding ground for
WhimbrelNumenius phaeopus migration.

Other vertebrate species present, include the Qutea lutra, Grass SnakBatrix
natrix and Common FroRana temporaria



