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The situation probably is
worse in the United States be-
cause of racial disparities in the
care of newborns, Melissa Ad-
ams of RTI International in At-
lanta and Dr. Wanda Barfield of
the federal Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention wrote
in an editorial accompanying
the report in the Journal of the
American Medical Association.

‘‘This is an important paper
because it documents some-
thing we have all known in our
hearts — that being born pre-
mature has enduring implica-
tions,’’ said Dr. William Benitz,
chief of the division of neonatal
and developmental medicine at
Lucile Packard Children’s Hos-
pital at Stanford University.
‘‘Most of the babies do pretty
well in the long run. But a sub-
stantial portion of them have
problems.

‘‘There is an epidemic of pre-
maturity in this country, where
our rates of preterm labor and
low birth weight are continuing

to increase,’’ he said. ‘‘We are
going in the wrong direction.’’

One in eight U.S. infants is
born prematurely, a total of

more than half a million per
year, despite the best efforts of
physicians to bring more preg-
nancies to full term — defined
as 38 weeks or longer.

Researchers are not sure
why the U.S. rate is so high, but
contributing factors include the
growing incidence of assisted
reproduction, which often pro-
duces twins or triplets, which
are more likely to be born pre-
maturely.

There also is a rising inci-
dence of induced premature de-
liveries and caesarean sections
— many because of distress to
the mother or infant, but some
for the convenience of doctor or
mother.

The consequences can be
devastating, particularly for
very early births. They include
learning disabilities, neurologi-
cal problems, lung diseases and
cerebral palsy.

Using Norway’s extensive
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Preemie issues linger into adulthood 
A Norwegian study that followed 1.2 million births found long-term 
consequences for babies born prematurely.

Sources: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center 
for Health Statistics; Journal of the American Medical Association

Educational and reproductive outcomes for 
preterm and full-term babies 
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registry of births and medical
care, Swamy and her col-
leagues studied all 1,167,506 sin-
gle births in the country from
1967 to 1988, following the chil-
dren through 2002. They also
looked at educational achieve-
ment and reproduction in the
group born from 1967 to 1976.

For boys born the most pre-
maturely, from 22 to 27 weeks,
their risk of death was 5.3 times
the normal risk from age 1 to 6
and seven times the normal
risk from age 7 to 13. For boys
born from 28 to 32 weeks, the
risk of death was 2.5 times the
normal risk in early childhood
and 2.3 times normal in late
childhood.

The most premature girls
had 9.7 times the normal risk of
death from age 1 to 6, but no in-
creased risk from age 7 to 13.
Girls born from 28 to 32 weeks
did not have a significantly in-
creased risk of death.

The investigators are not
sure what accounts for the in-
creased risk, but some of it is
due to cancer and congenital
abnormalities, Swamy said.

Now, new drugs and thera-
pies introduced in the 1990s
save smaller and even sicker
babies than those in the study,
Benitz said. 

‘‘The survival rate for small
babies is a great deal higher
than it was 20 years ago. More
of these tiny babies are surviv-
ing — and the implications are
still with us,’’ he said.

Mercury News Staff Writer Lisa
M. Krieger contributed to this
report.

Online Extra
Find more health and
science reports with

multimedia at www.mercury
news.com/healthandscience.
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Sept. 6, 1954 (53)

Republican

Los Altos Hills

Husband, Frank Fiorina; two stepchildren

Bachelor's in philosophy and medieval history,
Stanford; MBA, University of Maryland;
master of science, MIT’s Sloan School

President and chief executive of Hewlett-
Packard  from 1999 to 2005; chairman of
the board from 2000 to 2005

Received almost $28 million in severance
payments, according to HP.

Member of his transition team after 2003
recall election

Top John McCain surrogate, leading
Republican get-out-the-vote efforts

None

High-energy risk-taker, once described as “a
whirling dervish of motivational speeches,
e-mails and voice mails”

A dynamic personality, but high charm factor
didn’t stop HP from showing her the door.

$2,000 to Bush 2004 re-election

Before college, she considered becoming a
classical pianist.

Date of birth (age)

Party

Hometown

Family

Education

Tech claim to fame

Wealth

Ties to Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger

Role in 2008  election

Experience in elective office

Management style

Charisma factor

Notable political donations

Little-known fact

CARLY FIORINA STEVE POIZNER

Jan. 4, 1957 (51)

Republican

Los Gatos

Wife, Carol Poizner; one child

Bachelor’s in electrical engineering, University
of Texas; MBA, Stanford University

His former company, SnapTrack, invented
GPS chips for cell phones.

Won’t disclose net worth, but sold his cell
phone chip company for $1 billion in 2000.

Teamed up unsuccessfully in 2005 on
redistricting reform plan.

Co-chair of McCain’s campaign in California

Serving first term as state insurance
commissioner.

Hands-on, thorough, detail-oriented

What he lacks in presence he makes up for
in brains.

$14.8 million to his campaign for insurance
commissioner

Black belt in Shotokan karate

STEVE WESTLY

Aug. 27, 1956 (51)

Democrat

Atherton

Wife, Anita Yu; two children

Bachelor’s in history, Stanford; MBA, Stanford

Former senior vice president of eBay

Earned $225.8 million from 1995 to 2004,
mostly by selling eBay stock

Working together this year on redistricting
initiative.

Co-chair of Barack Obama’s campaign in
California

Former one-term state controller

An outwardly confident salesman type;
taught public management at Stanford.

Earnest but somewhat robotic
on the stump

$35 million to his failed 2006 bid for governor

Lived in Ujamaa, Stanford’s African-
American-theme dorm, his senior year

MEG WHITMAN

Aug. 4, 1956 (51)

Republican (switched from
“decline to state” in September)

Atherton

Husband, Griffith R. Harsh IV; two children

Bachelor’s in economics, Princeton University;
MBA, Harvard Business School

Soon-to-depart, longtime CEO of eBay

Forbes recently estimated her net worth
at $1.3 billion.

$10,000 donation to his 2006
re-election campaign

Co-chair of McCain’s national campaign;
formerly a fundraiser for Mitt Romney

None

Described alternately as “matronly” and “a
lot tougher and shrewder than people might
assume.”

Blue-blooded background makes her better
at speaking to a crowd than mixing with one.

Most of her $200,000-plus in donations has
gone to Republicans, but she also gave
$4,000 to Democratic Sen. Barbara Boxer.

Once used eBay to buy Beanie babies and
Pokémon cards.

Sources: Mercury News reporting, MarketWatch, Federal Election Commission, fastcompany.com

These four wealthy Silicon
Valley technology moguls are
all generating buzz as potential
candidates for governor in
2010. Could they withstand the
scrutiny?  Time will tell. But
they can probably afford the
advertising.

Tech titan for governor?

the end of March for the next report-
ing deadline. In the fundraising de-
partment, he trails his Democratic
rivals badly.

Since Monday, he has met with
San Diego-area military families, de-
livered a speech on the housing cred-
it crisis to Orange County Latino
business owners, and this morning is
scheduled to lay out his foreign policy
and national security priorities to the
World Affairs Council in Los Angeles.
He also picked up the endorsement
of Nancy Reagan.

Just a few months ago, it was all
McCain could do to cobble together a
few dozen backers to show up for a
fundraiser in Northern California; to-
night about 500 are expected to join
him in San Francisco, paying $2,300
a person.

Using Southern California’s huge
media market to his advantage, and
with soon-to-depart eBay Chief Exec-
utive Meg Whitman at his side,
McCain on Tuesday gave his first
major speech outlining a general pre-
scription for dealing with the mort-
gage lending crisis. He drew a clear
distinction between his philosophy
and that of Democrats Barack Oba-
ma and Hillary Clinton over the role
of government in helping to solve the
crisis.

‘‘I have always been committed to
the principle that it is not the duty of
government to bail out and reward
those who act irresponsibly, whether
they are big banks or small borrow-
ers,’’ McCain said. ‘‘Government as-
sistance to the banking system
should be based solely on preventing
systemic risk that would endanger

the entire financial system and the
economy.’’

The senator believes the mort-
gage-lending industry ‘‘should step
up to the plate’’ and work with cus-
tomers to help keep families in their
homes, McCain economic adviser
Carly Fiorina said in an interview
Tuesday. And if fraud was commit-
ted by lenders or borrowers, she said,
it should be dealt with. McCain has
not ruled out government-backed fi-
nancial aid, but is focusing mostly on
market forces to right the industry,
she said.

Monday, Clinton proposed a $30
billion government plan that includes
aid for homeowners to refinance.
Earlier, Obama had offered a $10 bil-
lion package.

Fiorina, who advised McCain on
the plan and the speech, called Clin-
ton’s proposal ‘‘a $30 billion slush
fund’’ that doesn’t ensure corrective
measures be taken by lenders or bor-
rowers.

McCain himself singled out inter-
est-only loans, a popular funding
mechanism in the high-price Bay Ar-
ea. Lenders, he said, ‘‘should never
insure loans when the homeowner
clearly does not have skin in the
game.’’

In a statement, Democratic Na-
tional Committee Chairman Howard
Dean said, ‘‘McCain promised to take
the same hands-off approach that
President Bush used to lead us into
this crisis.’’

Fiorina, a former Hewlett-Packard
CEO turned GOP fundraiser, and,
more recently, Whitman, have been
helping McCain burnish his econom-
ic credentials. Fiorina said McCain is
well-versed in how the economy

works, and she is helping to set up a
major mid-April economic summit.
Michael J. Boskin, a Hoover Institu-
tion senior fellow and former chair-
man of George H.W. Bush’s Council
of Economic Advisors, who had
backed Rudy Giuliani, is also a high-
profile McCain supporter.

On McCain’s campaign finances,
Fiorina, who is leading the Republi-
can National Committee’s chief fund-
raising arm, said, ‘‘We’re in general
election mode. Obviously, we have
work to do.’’ 

In California, through February,
McCain has raised about $5.4 million
since the presidential campaign be-
gan. Clinton and Obama have each
raised more than $18.5 million.

Debate also continues over how
strenuously McCain will compete in
California, which has not sided with a
Republican presidential candidate
since 1988 and is so large that any de-
cent-size push will make a big dent in
campaign coffers.

‘‘McCain did well here in 2000 and
has broad appeal to independents
and moderates,’’ said Jeff Elfont, co-
chairman of McCain’s Contra Costa
County organization.

While raising money, ‘‘he has to
make it appear that he’s going to
compete in California come the fall,’’
said Jack Pitney, a Claremont Mc-
Kenna College government professor
and former Republican political op-
erative. Although given the competi-
tive outlook in other easier states for
Republicans, ‘‘at this point, it seems
unlikely he will actually do so.’’

Contact Mary Anne Ostrom at
mostrom@mercurynews.com or (415)
477-3794.

MCCAIN l Candidate mines
state for campaign cash
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By Patrick Healy
New York Times 

GREENSBURG, Pa. — Sen. Hilla-
ry Clinton tried to put a softening
spin Tuesday on her misstatement
that she ran from sniper fire at an
airport in Bosnia, saying the com-
ment was a mistake that ‘‘proves I’m

human.’’
Yet Clinton quick-

ly found herself ex-
plaining a new com-
ment, that it was
the first time in 12
years that she had
told the story
wrong.

Advisers to her
Democratic rival,
Sen. Barack Obama,
pounced on the new

remark, sending reporters an e-mail
message with the subject line, ‘‘first
time in 12 years she misspoke?’’

The message listed examples of
Clinton’s saying that she ran from
her plane in Bosnia or suggesting
that there was sniper fire that
cleared the tarmac. TV footage
showed that she walked calmly and
was greeted by a child.

Clinton’s campaign responded
with an e-mail catalog of Obama’s
‘‘exaggerations and misstatements.’’
The campaign cited his saying that
he was a law professor — he was a
senior lecturer — and that his par-
ents fell in love because of the histor-
ic 1965 civil rights march in Selma,
Ala., even though he was born in
1961. He later said he was referring
broadly to the civil rights movement.

A senior adviser to the presump-
tive Republican nominee, Sen. John
McCain, cited the Democratic skir-
mishing to note that politicians

sometimes made misstatements.
That comment would apply to
McCain, who has made gaffes as a
candidate, misspeaking last week on
a Middle East trip about Iran’s sup-
port of Al-Qaida in Iraq.

The adviser, Steve Schmidt, also
suggested that Clinton’s comment
about Bosnia could haunt her.

Strategists in both parties said
few candidates were innocent of ex-
aggerating. They also said Clinton
had to be especially careful because
of a belief among many Americans,
unfair or not, but detected in opinion
polling, that the Clintons have a
mixed and sometimes tortured his-
tory with being honest and giving di-
rect answers.

‘‘If any of them are going to put a
purity test on each other, it’s going to
be a very long fall campaign,’’ said
Bob Beckel, a Democratic strategist
who was Walter Mondale’s cam-
paign manager in 1984.

‘‘But for Hillary it’s particularly
tricky, because she has made her for-
eign policy experience a major issue,
and then the whole Clinton honesty
thing in general,’’ Beckel said. ‘‘This
is where her husband haunts her
campaign. Is she really trustworthy?
You can bet the Republicans will
make that point.’’

Clinton pushed back on that point,
admitting that she had made a mis-
take and that she had not intended
to mislead anyone, especially be-
cause she has written correctly
about the trip and a paper trail re-
cords that.

‘‘I made a mistake and, you know, I
had a different memory,’’ she said at
a news conference after a rally. ‘‘It
proves I’m human, which for some
people is a revelation.’’

Clinton’s Bosnia gaffe
draws rivals’ response

Clinton


