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INTERNATIONAL BUREAU MARKS 10TH ANNIVERSARY  
 

Washington, D.C. --  Today, Donald Abelson, Chief of the International Bureau met with 
members of the press to discuss technology, market and regulatory changes over the last ten 
years, and their impact on industry and consumers.  October marked the 10th anniversary of the 
Bureau, which has been led by Mr. Abelson since July of 1999.   
 
Reflecting on the anniversary, Mr. Abelson said, “The Commission can be proud of the 
International Bureau’s accomplishments over its ten-year history.  I am particularly proud of the 
Bureau’s fulfillment of its mission to connect the globe for the good of U.S. consumers.” 
 
Over the Bureau’s ten-year history, consumers of satellite and international communications 
services have benefited from Commission and Bureau actions that have fostered competition and 
the provision of new and innovative services.  Since the Bureau’s inception in 1994:  
 

• The international satellite system is in private hands and the number of providers (both 
domestic and foreign) offering service to the U.S. has grown. 

  
• The number of satellite television subscribers has grown from 2.8 million to 23.1 

million. 
 
• Satellite radio services were launched and now have 2.58 million subscribers. 

 
• The average cost to U.S. consumers of an international call has dropped from $0.91 to 

$0.20. 
 
 
The briefing also noted changes in the global market, as well as the Bureau’s efforts to advance 
the goals of the Commission and the United States in international organizations and with 
regulators around the world.  
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