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What are public squares and why are they important?What are public squares and why are they important?What are public squares and why are they important?What are public squares and why are they important?What are public squares and why are they important?
Squares are publicly-owned spaces that provide a central location for year-
round, 24-hour activity, ranging from community celebrations to fundraising
events, political gatherings, children’s programs and farmers markets. This type
of open and inviting space is often called the community’s “living room.”

How far back do squares date?How far back do squares date?How far back do squares date?How far back do squares date?How far back do squares date?
The hearts of ancient towns and cities were unified around public squares. In
1573, King Philip II of Spain issued the “Laws of the Indies,” a series of
ordinances regulating the design of colonial cities in the New World. The Open
Space Ordinance stated that “the main plaza is to be the starting point for the
town.” Today, these grand spaces continue to bring significance and identity to
cities worldwide.

Should all downtowns have squares?Should all downtowns have squares?Should all downtowns have squares?Should all downtowns have squares?Should all downtowns have squares?
Yes. Squares are beneficial to communities. In addition to giving a city its own
distinct character, an active public square promotes economic vitality.
Residents, visitors and tourists who frequent squares also spend time at
restaurants, retail shops and galleries.

How do parks differ from public squares?How do parks differ from public squares?How do parks differ from public squares?How do parks differ from public squares?How do parks differ from public squares?
Parks are designed with specific areas set aside for recreational activities or
quiet contemplation. The typical park is dominated by grassy areas, trees and
pathways. Public squares should be simply designed with paved surfaces to
accommodate a variety of uses.

Where should squares be located?Where should squares be located?Where should squares be located?Where should squares be located?Where should squares be located?
Squares should be located in the symbolic “heart” of the city and comfortably
enclosed by buildings with active ground floor uses. They should be inviting to
people of all ages and have a variety of places to sit and enjoy the activity or
visit with friends. Pedestrian, transit and auto infrastructure must be easily
accessible.

Can squares be added to a downtown?Can squares be added to a downtown?Can squares be added to a downtown?Can squares be added to a downtown?Can squares be added to a downtown?
Yes. However, squares should not be built merely where space is available.
Instead, they should be designed as a part of an overall downtown plan and
located in a central active area that will be seen as a natural place for public
gatherings. Public support for a square will follow if its features and amenities
are consistent with the community’s unique history and needs.
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