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yyyyyou’ll ofou’ll ofou’ll ofou’ll ofou’ll ofttttten encounten encounten encounten encounten encounter ener ener ener ener envirvirvirvirvironments that are hosonments that are hosonments that are hosonments that are hosonments that are hostile ttile ttile ttile ttile to the pedeso the pedeso the pedeso the pedeso the pedestrian. Pedestrian. Pedestrian. Pedestrian. Pedestrian. Pedestriantriantriantriantrian
friendly sfriendly sfriendly sfriendly sfriendly streetreetreetreetreets help fts help fts help fts help fts help fosososososttttter economic grer economic grer economic grer economic grer economic grooooowth.wth.wth.wth.wth.

WhWhWhWhWhy are streey are streey are streey are streey are streets imts imts imts imts imporporporporportant?tant?tant?tant?tant?
Since streets often occupy up to 40% of the downtown land area, they play an
important role in the financial health of an urban area. Pedestrian friendly
streets create places where people want to meet, shop and stroll.

What makWhat makWhat makWhat makWhat makes a streees a streees a streees a streees a street great?t great?t great?t great?t great?
Most of the world’s “Great Streets” are:
• Physically comfortable and safe.
• Symbols of a community and its history.
• Enjoyable and utilitarian.
• Memorable and even magical.
• And, most importantly, they are pedestrian friendly.

What are pedestrian friendly streeWhat are pedestrian friendly streeWhat are pedestrian friendly streeWhat are pedestrian friendly streeWhat are pedestrian friendly streets?ts?ts?ts?ts?
Pedestrian friendly streets follow one simple rule—the pedestrian is the priority. These streets tend to share the following
physical characteristics:
• Pedestrians are effectively separated from moving traffic. Separation is provided through the use of wide sidewalks, on-

street parking, and landscaping.
• Pedestrians can cross the street safely and easily.  Intersections are designed to reduce pedestrian crossing distances,

crosswalks are clearly marked and aligned with sidewalks, and pedestrian crosswalk signals are automatic not push
button.

• The streets are full of life.  Storefronts and buildings are continuous and contain many openings that create visual
interest and activity. On-street parking is available to support healthy retail and is never replaced by bicycle or travel
lanes, or landscaped medians. Well designed paving, street furniture and lighting make the street a place where people
want to be.

What can communities do tWhat can communities do tWhat can communities do tWhat can communities do tWhat can communities do to creato creato creato creato create pedestrian friendly streee pedestrian friendly streee pedestrian friendly streee pedestrian friendly streee pedestrian friendly streets?ts?ts?ts?ts?
Communities need to prepare pedestrian friendly design standards for downtown and neighborhood streets.  Design
standards should specify and illustrate sidewalk and crosswalk configurations, materials and detailing, landscaping
placement, lighting, and street furniture.


