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What are Nautical Charts? 
 

Nautical charts are a fundamental tool of marine navigation.  They 
show water depths, obstructions, buoys, other aids to navigation, and 
much more.  The information is shown in a way that promotes safe and 
efficient navigation.  Chart carriage is mandatory on the commercial 
ships that carry America’s commerce.  They are also used on every Navy 
and Coast Guard ship, fishing and passenger vessels, and are widely 
carried by recreational boaters. 

 

What is a BookletChart™? 
 

This BookletChart is made to help recreational boaters locate 
themselves on the water.  It has been reduced in scale for convenience, 
but otherwise contains all the information of the full-scale nautical chart.  
The bar scales have also been reduced, and are accurate when used to 
measure distances in this BookletChart.  See the Note at the bottom of 
page 5 for the reduction in scale applied to this chart. 

 

Whenever possible, use the official, full scale NOAA nautical chart 
for navigation.  Nautical chart sales agents are listed on the Internet at  
http://www.NauticalCharts.NOAA.gov.   

 

This BookletChart does NOT fulfill chart carriage requirements for 
regulated commercial vessels under Titles 33 and 44 of the Code of 
Federal Regulations. 

 

Notice to Mariners Correction Status 
 

This BookletChart has been updated for chart corrections published 
in the U.S. Coast Guard Local Notice to Mariners, the National 
Geospatial Intelligence Agency Weekly Notice to Mariners, and, where 
applicable, the Canadian Coast Guard Notice to Mariners.  Additional 
chart corrections have been made by NOAA in advance of their 
publication in a Notice to Mariners.  The last Notices to Mariners applied 
to this chart are listed in the Note at the bottom of page 7.  Coast Pilot 
excerpts are not being corrected. 

 
[Coast Pilot 9, Chapter 7 excerpt] 
(75) Strong currents sweep around the E end 
of Ugamak Island and heavy tide rips occur. It 
is advisable to give this end of the island a 
berth of about 2 miles. 
(76) The E end of Ugamak Island is a Steller 
sea lion rookery site. There is a 3-mile vessel 
exclusionary buffer zone around this rookery 
which encompasses the entire island and the 
islands and islets within the 3-mile limit.  
Local magnetic disturbance 
(77) Differences of as much as 5° from the 

normal variation have been observed on Tigalda Island and as much as 3° 
between Akutan and Rootok Islands. 
(78) Aiktak Island, 556 feet high, is S of the W part of Ugamak Island; 
the two islands are separated by a pass 0.5 mile wide and 6 to 10 fathoms 
deep. Small vessels use this pass for temporary anchorage, but 
moderately strong currents make the anchorage unfavorable. On the S 

side of Aiktak Island are sheer bluffs, the tops of which approach the 
highest parts of the island. The islet off the NE end is grass covered and 
less than 100 feet high. 
(79) Temporary anchorage in N weather may be found in Ugamak Bay in 
16 fathoms about 0.5 mile from shore. In S weather, some shelter may be 
found on the N side of Ugamak Island in a small bight 1.5 miles on the E 
end; depths are 16 to 20 fathoms, 0.3 mile from shore. 
(80) Ugamak Strait has a width of 3 miles between Ugamak and Aiktak 
Islands on the N and Kaligagan Island on the S. A detached shoal, 
covered 10 fathoms, is in the middle of the NW entrance to the strait. 
Heavy rips and swirls occur in this area at certain stages of the tide. 
Passage of Ugamak Strait has been made on a 288° course, heading 
approximately for Billings Head on Akun Island; this course passes about 
1.3 miles N of the northernmost rock off Tigalda Island. Allowance must 
be made for the current which sets across this course. The velocity of the 
current is 3.8 knots; velocities greater than 6 knots have been observed.  
(86) Welcome Bay, just W of Tigalda Bay, is an open bay 0.8 mile wide. 
At the head, a narrow passage leads to a lagoon largely bare at extreme 
low water. The passage at its narrowest part is 90 yards wide and 2½ 
fathoms deep. The bay anchorage is in 15 fathoms, sand and gravel 
bottom, 0.4 mile from shore. An anchorage for small craft is in 4 to 6 
fathoms, sand bottom, at the entrance to the passage. 
(90) Derbin Bay, the bight E of Derbin Island, provides temporary 
anchorage in N weather. The recommended anchorage is in 16 to 18 
fathoms, 0.5 mile from shore and 0.8 mile from Derbin Island. The E 
shore of the bight is foul, with a covered rock 300 yards SW of a 134-
foot rocky islet. Small craft should favor the W shore of the bight in 
running to anchorage in 7 to 10 fathoms, 0.4 mile from the head of the 
bight. 
(92) Derbin Strait is a little over 1 mile wide. No known dangers are 
more than 0.3 mile from shore. A safe course through the strait is 326° in 
midchannel, with Billings Head of Akun Island ahead. On the E side of 
the S entrance is Derbin Island; on the W side is a bare rock, 30 feet high 
and 400 yards off Avatanak Island. 
(94) Tidal currents in Derbin Strait average about 5.5 knots, although 
velocities of almost 8 knots have been observed. The flood sets NW and 
the ebb SE. In midchannel, with wind and current opposing, the strait 
becomes exceedingly rough. A swell from SW to SE makes into the strait 
and is accentuated by the current. There are numerous eddies and cross 
currents near the shore. The ebb current causes tide rips a considerable 
distance offshore, especially on spring tides. Small boats should avoid 
Derbin Strait except under favorable conditions.  
(104) To make the passage through Rootok Strait, steer 298° for the N 
end of Rootok Island, leaving the E end of the island 0.6 mile to port; 
when the W end of Avatanak Island is abeam, change course to 331° and 
pass in midchannel between the bare rocks off Avatanak Island and those 
close to the N end of Rootok Island. 
(105) The currents in Rootok Strait have an estimated maximum velocity 
of 4 knots. Tide rips and whirls occur off the N entrance, but, as this area 
is sheltered from winds from most directions, they are mild compared to 
the rips that occur in other passes. 
(109) Currents with a velocity of 6.5 knots have been observed in 
Avatanak Strait; but average strengths of flood and ebb are about 4 knots 
and 3.5 knots, respectively. The ebb sets to the W, and the strength of the 
current is felt well to the W of Rootok Island; but to the E of the strait 
along the N side of Tigalda Island the currents are weak.  
(117) Anchorage can be found in the middle of Trident Bay in 20 
fathoms, with good protection from all directions but the SE; however, 
the islands off the entrance provide some protection from this direction. 
With a SW swell, small boats find better protection at the entrance to the 
W cove in 2 to 6 fathoms. The survey ship found this bay the best 
sheltered in the vicinity, and had sufficient swinging room. 
(128) Little Bay indents the N end of Akun Island. A spit makes out 

from the W shore. The area S of the spit is closed by a rocky bar and 
only boats drawing a few feet can enter. Anchorage outside of the 
spit may be had in 8 to 10 fathoms, sandy bottom. 
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VHF Marine Radio channels for use on the waterways: 

Channel 6 – Inter-ship safety communications. 
Channel 9 – Communications between boats and ship-
to-coast. 
Channel 13 – Navigation purposes at bridges, locks, 
and harbors. 
Channel 16 – Emergency, distress and safety calls  
to Coast Guard and others, and to initiate calls to other 
vessels.  Contact the other vessel, agree to another 
channel, and then switch. 
Channel 22A – Calls between the Coast Guard and the 
public.  Severe weather warnings, hazards to navigation 
and safety warnings are broadcast here. 
Channels 68, 69, 71, 72 & 78A – Recreational boat 
channels. 

 
Distress Call Procedures

1. Make sure radio is on. 
2. Select Channel 16. 
3. Press/Hold the transmit button. 
4. Clearly say: “MAYDAY, MAYDAY, MAYDAY.” 
5. Also give:  Vessel Name and/or Description; Position 

and/or Location; Nature of Emergency; Number of 
People on Board. 

6. Release transmit button. 
7. Wait for 10 seconds – If no response Repeat MAYDAY 

Call. 
HAVE ALL PERSONS PUT ON LIFE JACKETS !! 

 

Mobile Phones – Call 911 for water rescue. 
Coast Guard Search & Rescue (Pacific Coord) – 510-
437-3700 
Coast Guard Search & Rescue (RCC Juneau) – 907-
463-2000 

 

NOAA Weather Radio – 162.400 MHz, 162.425 MHz, 162.450 
MHz, 162.475 MHz, 162.500 MHz, 162.525 MHz, 162.550 MHz. 
 
Getting and Giving Help – Signal other boaters using visual 
distress signals (flares, orange flag, lights, arm signals); whistles; 
horns; and on your VHF radio.  You are required by law to help 
boaters in trouble.  Respond to distress signals, but do not 
endanger yourself. 

 
 

EMERGENCY INFORMATION NOAA CHARTING PUBLICATIONS 
Official NOAA Nautical Charts – NOAA surveys and charts the 
national and territorial waters of the U.S, including the Great Lakes.  We 
produce over 1,000 traditional nautical charts covering 3.4 million 
square nautical miles.  Carriage of official NOAA charts is mandatory 
on the commercial ships that carry our commerce.  They are used on 
every Navy and Coast Guard ship, fishing and passenger vessels, and are 
widely carried by recreational boaters.  NOAA charts are available from 
official chart agents listed at: www.NauticalCharts.NOAA.gov. 
 

Official Print-on-Demand Nautical Charts – These full-scale 
NOAA charts are updated weekly by NOAA for all Notice to Mariner 
corrections.  They have additional information added in the margin to 
supplement the chart.  Print-on-Demand charts meet all federal chart 
carriage regulations for charts and updating.  Produced under a 
public/private partnership between NOAA and OceanGrafix, LLC, 
suppliers of these premium charts are listed at www.OceanGrafix.com. 
 

Official Electronic Navigational Charts (NOAA ENCs®) – 
ENCs are digital files of each chart’s features and their attributes for use 
in computer-based navigation systems.  ENCs comply with standards of 
the International Hydrographic Organization.  ENCs and their updates 
are available for free from NOAA at www.NauticalCharts.NOAA.gov. 
 

Official Raster Navigational Charts (NOAA RNCs™) – 
RNCs are geo-referenced digital pictures of NOAA’s charts that are 
suitable for use in computer-based navigation systems.  RNCs comply 
with standards of the International Hydrographic Organization.  RNCs 
and their updates are available for free from NOAA at 
www.NauticalCharts.NOAA.gov. 
 

Official BookletCharts™ – BookletCharts™ are reduced scale 
NOAA charts organized in page-sized pieces.  The “Home Edition” can 
be downloaded from NOAA for free and printed.  The Internet address 
is www.NauticalCharts.gov/bookletcharts.  
 

Official PocketCharts™ – PocketCharts™ are for beginning 
recreational boaters to use for planning and locating, but not for real 
navigation.  Measuring a convenient 13”  by 19”, they have a 1/3 scale 
chart on one side, and safety, boating, and educational information on 
the reverse.  They can be purchased at retail outlets and on the Internet. 
 

Official U.S. Coast Pilot® – The Coast Pilots are 9 text volumes 
containing information important to navigators such as channel 
descriptions, port facilities, anchorages, bridge and cable clearances, 
currents, prominent features, weather, dangers, and Federal Regulations.  
They supplement the charts and are available from NOAA chart agents 
or may be downloaded for free at www.NauticalCharts.NOAA.gov.  
 

Official On-Line Chart Viewer – All NOAA nautical charts are 
viewable here on-line using any Internet browser.  Each chart is up-to-
date with the most recent Notices to Mariners.  Use these on-line charts 
as a ready reference or planning tool.  The Internet address is 
www.NauticalCharts.gov/viewer.  NOAA,  

The Nation’s 
Chartmaker 

 

Official Nautical Chart Catalogs – Large format, regional 
catalogs are available for free from official chart agents.  Page size, state 
catalogs are posted on the Internet and can be printed at home for free.  
Go to http://NauticalCharts.NOAA.gov/mcd/ccatalogs.htm.  
 

Internet Sites:   www.NauticalCharts.NOAA.gov, www.NOAA.gov, 
www.TidesandCurrents.NOAA.gov, www.NOS.NOAA.gov. 
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