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Archmere was designed as the Italian Renaissance-style 
country estate of John Jakob Raskob by the  Wilmington architects 
Alexander James Harper and Clay McClure. The Patio,  as the  house 
is known, was built in 1916-18 and is located in the town of 
Claymont in northern Delaware, overlooking the Delaware River. 
Harper and Mcclure's design was modelled after the palazzi of 
fifteenth-century Florence, which were organized around a court- 
yard. A t  Archmere, the south and west s i d e s  are devoted to 
service rooms and circulation spaces with the north and east 
sides given to large rooms for formal gatherings. The second 
f loor contains bedrooms opening onto the courtyard and t h e  third 
floor above contains smaller servagt's quarters. In 1932,  the 
property was purchased from Raskob by the Norbertine Order which 
conducts t h e  present Archmere Academy. Following the establish- 
ment of t h e  academy, The Patio functioned both as an academic 
building and a boys dormitory. More recently, five academic 
halls have been erected on the property. The Patio is reserved 
f o r  special functions and also serves as a dormitory for the 
Norbertine teaching staff. 

The exterior of the  Pat io  is designed i n  the  Italian Renais- 
sance style of architecture. It is a block of white Kentucky 
limestone tha t  is supported by a framework of structural steel 
and brick piers and rests on a poured concrete foundation. Eight 
symmetrically-placed limestone chimneys rf se from the  orange- 
tiled h i p  roof. The first floor windows maintain a twelve-over- 
twelve configuration and have plain stone surrounds and hoods. A 
limestone balustrade, like that on the second floor loggia, is 
located below the  windows. The high ceilings of the first f loor  
create an awkward space between the first and second floor 
windows which has been filled with various string courses and 
decorated panels. The second floor windows contain eight lights- 
over-twelve and have surrounds similar, though smaller, than 
those of the f i r s t  floor. The cornice is molded with two courses 
of dentils and a frieze that includes t w o  alternating types of 
rosettes. Located between t h e  windows and incorporated into the 
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f r i eze ,  are limestone shields bearing the  image of stylized oak 
trees, symbol of Pope Julius 11's delle Rovere family lineage. 

The symmetrfcaily arranged main or west facade (while not a 
true west, the design intent was to orient the  estate t o  the 
north-south flowing Delaware River) is comprised of an eleven- 
bay, three-part elevation with a seven-bay central pavilion. The 
one-story porte cochere is a rectangular block with a central- 
arched opening which is flanked by paired, fluted pilasters. The 
entire block is again flanked by paired, fluted pilasters and 
supported by eight composite columns. It is crowned with a 
balustrade like those which are situated below the windows. 

In keeping with the symmetry of the west elevation, the 
south facade is a seven-bay, three-part arrangement with two 
projecting corner pavilions. These pavilions feature a Palladian 
window -._. at ground lev-el_-gng, on the second floor, a balustraded 
double window above. Reflecting the five bays of the music room, 
a one-story arcaded porch with groin vaults projects from the 
center of  the east facade. Balustrades crown the porch and line 
the  semi-circular fence that  forms its base. 

The eight-bay north and south elevations contain Palladian 
windows at each end with a second-story balustraded window. An 
entrance is contained on each of these elevations, though there 
is no central design element, such as the  porches that exist on 
the east and west facades. 

A t  the heart of the Patio, encased within the  white lime- 
stone walls, is the two-story, arcaded courtyard. This grand 
interior space is patterned after the courtyards of Florentine 
palaces and is the defining element of t h e  Raskob estate.  Measu- 
ring forty-eight feet square, Archmere's courtyard features a 
*tiled mosaic letter 'A" in the center of i ts  Euville-limestone 
floor. It is surrounded on all sides by Corinthian columns and 

'corner piers  which support a two-story loggia. Marble p i e r s  with 
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Corinthian capitals a t  the second level support t h e  trabeated 
wooden roof. Each of the loggia's five-bay elevations is accent- 
ed at the f i r s t  floor level with Formosa marble rondels of , the 
Rose of Riario in the  arch epandrel. A marble balustrade lines 
the second level* 

The north. south, east and west loggias each consist of 
seven groin vaults which are corbelled Into the flanking wall and 
are supported by marble pilasters. Together with the Corinthian 
columns, they define t h e  nine foot vaulted unit. The vaults are 
painted cobalt blue with red checkered high1 i g h t s  and contrast 
sharply with the pink marble floor, columns, pilasters and walls. 
Lining these walls a t  regular intervals  are both arched doorways 
and blind arches which include delicate mosaic panels and ron- 
dels. These rondels featured relief portraits  of the Raskob 
children but have since been removed from the estate.  

The upper loggia is no less ornate with its marble flaor, 
posts, pilasters and dado. Marble also comprises the  heavy door 
surrounds which include a p l a i n  entablature with an egg and dart 
ovolo molding. Red and green stenciled patterns are employed 
extensively on the second level. These abstracted foliated forms 
are found at cornice level and outlining doorways. The  ceiling 
is constructed of heavy, dark oak beams and, like the groin 
vaults below, contrasts with the  color of the surrounding mater- 
i a l s .  The cornice is also constructed from this dark wood and 
consists of heavy brackets and carved details. Above this, 
several courses of terra-cotta roof tile can be seen from the 
courtyard and loggia. 

The courtyard is sheltered from inclement weather by a 
fifty-foot-square, stained-glass skylight which is ornamented 
with a sunburst and various foliated forms. The mechanical 
systems, which were modelled on t h e  Pan American Union Building 
in Washington, D.C.  of 1910, allow the glass enclosure t o  be 
retracted and placed in lofts on the third floor. These lof ts  
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are hidden by t h e  h ip  roof and -. still contain . - ,  the - m e c h . ~  
'7 - equipment. In 1 9 7 7 ,  however, a protective, though transparent, 
' 

covering w a s  placed over the  skylight which prevents it from 
being retracted. 

As one enters the Patio from the main entrance, the f i r s t  
major roam encountered is the den. Measuring 16 X 17 feet, the 
den functioned as one of Raskob's offices. It has a wood floor, 
corner fireplace and wood dado. Above the dado is a band of 

7 fabricoid, an a r t i f i c i a l  leather product manufactured by-Du Pant , 

for use in automobile interiors. The den, however, is actually iftw-. 

part of a complex of rooms that include a reception room, or .. 

secretary's office, a vestibule and bathroom. %%. < L 
i y-s 

The children's playroom is located on t h e  northwest corner 
of the building and measures 35 x 23 feet. It is primarily used 
as a storeroom and, except for a Colonial Revival mantel, retains 
little of its original ornamentation. 

Adjoining the playroom is the  library, one of the grandest 
interior spaces in the house. The 3 3  x 23  foot room Is fully 
panelled in the Corinthian order with American walnut. Pilasters 
and bronze sconces flank the doorways, bookcase and g r e y  Formosa 
marble mantel. The entablature is complete with triglyphs and 
metopes, dentils and modillions and a cyma versa molding. The 
barrel-vaulted ceiling contains gilded coffer-like forms which 
are high1 ighted with rosettes, urns and foliated designs. The 
library's two richly carved, Renaissance-style tables date from 
the Raskob period of ownership. 

The living room, which is now used as a chapel, is situated 
on the northeast corner of the building and measures 33 X 26 
feet. The room is fully panelled in American white oak and has a 
marble mantel like t h a t  found in the library. The ceiling is 
encrusted with ornamental plasterwork. Large beams, which bear 
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decorative foliated forms, div ide  the ceiling i n t o  nine sections, 
each containing more delicate fol iated plasterwork. 

The music room is the largest of these primary rooms and 
measures 4 1  X 26 feet .  It is located on the east side of t h e  
building and can be entered from either t h e  llvfng room or t h e  
d in ing  room. The music room opens onto the courtyard, like a l l  
of the major rooms, and is a l so  on axis with the main entrance to 
the west and t h e  semi-circular terrace to the  east. Glazed walls 
on the east and west sides contain five pairs of French doors, 
providing abundant natural light. A Wette-Mi gnon pipe  organ, 
which dominates the north wall, is t h e  central focus of t h e  room. 
Its ornately-carved wood screen rises from the  floor t o  t h e  
ceiling and is in the  form of a triumphal arch. The pipes, which 

/ were set i-walls during construction, have since been. 
. removecj.. A marble mantel similar to those of the  library and _- 
dining room is located on the  south wall, opposite the organ. 
The floor is quarter-grained oak laid in a parquet pattern and 
the chandelier and matching sconces are fashioned from brass and 
bronze. Heavy wood beams d iv ide  the  ceiling i n t o  rectangular 
units that are ornamented with painted rosettes and other floral 
designs. The actual beams contain images of cherub-like figures, 
urns and f loral  decoration. This dark ceiling, with its beige 
and green decoration, is set-off against the purple walls. 

The dining room, which measures 34 X 26 feet, occupies the 
southeast corner of the house and is richly p-anelled with English 
oak. Pilasters rise from the dado level and, like the  cornice, 
are ornamented with a rich variety of foliated and classical 
motifs. The north wall contains a Levanto marble fireplace which 
is more austerely decorated than most other mantels i n  the house. 
It consists of two flat pilasters and two large volutes which 
support the  entablature. The wood floor is laid in a herringbone 
pattern and the  ceiling is constructed with cast pewter which 
forms a pattern of interlocking squares. These squares are 
overlaid with burnished gold leaf accented w i t h  hues of green and 
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orange. The room is illuminated by eight pairs of pewter sconces 
and t h e  table and two sideboards are original  to the house, 
having been commissioned by Mrs. Raskob. Much of the Raskobfs - 3 

furniture, which was produced by ~homas' 
2 . .  

survives at Archmere.  

F i r s t  floor service spaces are 
sides of the building and are considerably smaller than the large 
rooms they serve. The butler's pantry, which measures 17 X 22 
feet, adjoins the dining room and opens onto the courtyard. It 
contains wood and g l a s s  cabinets for the Raskob's china and 
crystal, and a large silver safe for their flatware. A callboard 

$7 above the entrance to the  scullery informed t h e  servants of the  
room from which they were summoned. 

The 11 X 19 foot breakfast  room also opens onto the court- 
yard and features an unadorned mantel and a barrel-vaulted 
ceiling with flat plasterwork designs. The scullery, which 
measures 11 X 12 feet, has been greatly altered since the Raskob 
period of ownership. The kitchen is t h e  largest service room and 
measures 18 X 23 feet. Few of the original  elements remain 
except for the white tile walls and the orange hood above the 
stove. 

A third pantry is located west of the kitchen and, at the 
southeast corner of the house, is the  servants' dining room. The 
servants' bathroom lies to t h e  n o r t h  and opens onto the butler's 
bedroom and the coat room. Each of t h e s e  rooms have been signi- 
ficantly altered, most serving different functions than those for 
which they were designed. 

The entrance hall is a 10 X 25  foot barrel-vaulted passage 
which links the porte cochere to the courtyard. The marble floor 
is echoed in the marble dado and composite pilasters and con- 
trasts sharply with the ocher-colored walls. The vault features 
plaster  coffer-like ans are decorated with classical and foliated 
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forms. The barrel-vaulted stair hall6 which flank the main 
entrance a l s o  feature coffer-like plasterwork. 

p he second floor contains what were once the bedrooms of t h e  
Raskob family as well as smaller servants' rooms, all of which 
were are used as sleeping accommodations for the  Norbertine 
teaching s ta f f  . @Gs>askob's -. - suite was located-at --thwest A. ': 

- L  corner of the house. Almost as large as t h d i n i n g  roombelow, &- the bedroom includes a fireplace with Colonial Revival mantel and b, 

wainscoting with adjoining private bath and dressing area. G 
Situated at the southeast corner of the house, Mr. Raskoh's s u i t e k % ,  
also contained a fireplace and mantel, wainscoting and adjoining \- 

1 
bath and dressing area. 

The third floor Is small and hidden from view on the exter- 
ior elevations by t h e  tiled h i p  roof. It is recessed and is not 
v i s i b l e  from either t h e  first or second floors of the loggia. 
The skylight is v i s i b l e  from the main landing of t h e  third floor 
and many surrounding t h i r d  floor rooms. These rooms are small 
and were originally designated as servants quarters, the nurse's 
room and t h e  infirmary. The original brass lamps can still be 
seen in many of these rooms. 

The basement, now used largely for storage, originally 
contained the Raskob's service and entertainment rooms. As one 
enters the  basement, the first rooms encountered are the guest 
bathrooms. Other service rooms include the boiler room, with 
in tac t  furnace, the laundry room and the well room from which 
cool a i r  was taken and recirculated throughout the house during 
the summer months. Little of the original appearance of these 
rooms survives. 

The bowling alley, located along the north wall, contained 
three lanes with an automatic ball return. ~ h e s i  lanes, as well 
as t h e  mechanical elements, have been removed due to water and 
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termite damage. However, ample small-width wood flooring and 
fragments of the ball return survive. 

The smoking room is located at the northeast corner of the 
house and is separated from t h e  bowling alley by a large ffre- 
place. One enters from either side of this hearth. The room is 
furnished in a masculine manner with heavy wainscoting, panelled 
walls and a wood beam ceiling. Unlike the smoking room, the 
adjoining billiard room has been significantly altered during its 
service as a Norbertine classroom. Elements of the billiard 
table are presently located in the smoking room. 

The two-story, seven-bay, Limestone garage is located south- 
w e s t  of the main house, to which it is connected by an under- 
ground tunnel. The Manor, as the garage is now known, is a U- 
shaped building w i t h  two, one-story, three-bay, cross-gable wings 
on the south side. These establish a rear courtyard. The north 
facade of the building contains seven arcadsd bays, which spring 
from decoratively carved stone p i e r s .  Large, cast iron electric 
lamps are located in the spandrels, and above each of the arches 
is a twelve-light casement window. The orange-tiled hip roof 
matches that of the Patio. 

An auto repair shop, of which the  servfce pits are still in 
place, a car wash, furniture repair shop and laundry fact l i t i  es 
were located at the basement and first floor levels of the 
garage. Servants quarters were located on the  second floor. The 
building presently serves as t h e  academy's art studio and has 
subsequently undergone several minor alterations, The seven 
northern bays, three south-f acing bays and several windows have 
been filled in with a combination of block, glass block and 
casement windows. Modern lighting and various teaching appara- 
tus ,  such as chalkboards, have a1 so been added t o  t h e  interior. 
Most of the interior spaces, however, have not been altered and 
retain the vaulted ceilings and beige-tiled walls and floors 
which reflect the Raskob period of ownership. 
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The thirty-six acre e s t a t e  is bounded on t h e  west, along the 
Philadelphia P i k e ,  by an eight-foot ornate cast iron fence  and 
limestone piers. The fence is Interrupted at its center by the 
main entrance which is composed of a recessed, elliptical lime- 
stone wall capped with balls and urns, The main automobile gate 
is flanked by two pedestrian entrances at the center of the 
curved wall. This gate is in line with t h e  main west-west a x i s  
of the house, A smaller, south entrance gate is on axis with the 
garage. The drive, which circles around the north side of garage 
before winding through t h e  porte cochere of the  main house, is 
paved w i t h  lavender bricks l a i d  in a herringbone pattern. The 
gates and fence and the drive are contributing elements to this 
historic resource. 

According to photographs taken shortly after  the construc- 
tion of t h e  main house, the estate  w a s  landscaped in a pictur- 
esque manner with numerous large, mature trees as well as smaller 
trees, shrubs and hedges planted during this period. Many of t h e  
larger trees survive though much of the less substantial foliage 
has been removed. Elements of the Roskob's small, formal garden, 
located southeast of t h e  house,  still exist. A stand of large 
evergreens on the north side of the garage, planted during its 
construction, survive. Several dwellings and outbuildings 
existed on the estate prior to the construction of Archmere, 

T h e  south side of the estate has experienced the greatest 
change and is presently the  center of t h e  Archmere Academy's 
campus. Six buildings are organized around the main parking lot: 
St. Norbert Hall, an administrative and academic building; the 
Performing A r t s  Center: the Manor (art department); t h e  J u s t i n  E. 
Diny Science Center; the Gymnasium; and the  Fie ld  House. The 
Academy's football field and track are located east of the Patio 
and t h e  tennis courts are located on the site o f - t h e  earlier 
Roskob tennis courts, northeast of the house. The main l a m ,  
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west of the  house, is a level expanse of well-manicured grass 
similar in appearance to that maintained during the  Raskob period 
of ownership. 












































