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AEROSPACE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION was formed when the rapid expansion
of aviation made evident the need for physicians with special knowledge of the flight
environment. Since then, physicians have been joined in this Association by professionals from
many fields and from many countries, all linked by a common interest in the health and safety
of those who venture into challenging environments. Their efforts have led to pressurized
aircraft, oxygen systems, anti-G suits, aeromedical evacuation, fire-retardant interiors,
human-engineered control systems and instrument panels, medical selection standards and
personalized waivers, hyperbaric medicine, ejection seats, remote electronic monitoring, and
many other innovations. When national space programs began, these dedicated people were
already seeking the medical answers to the environmental problems of flight. They could, and
did, provide the support systems which led to successful space ventures. They responded
similarly to the opening of new ventures beneath the seas. In fact, contributions by members of
this Association are found wherever men and women dare to go.
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scientific articles in this journal provide the latest available information on investigations
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gravitational forces, thermal stresses, vision, fatigue, circadian rhythms, psychological stress,
artificial environments, predictors of success, health maintenance, human factors engineering,
clinical care, and others. This journal also publishes notes on scientific news and technical items
of interest, and provides teaching material and reviews for health care professionals.
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