
Name: Hanington, Daniel Lionel (Hon.)

Riding: Westmorland, County of

Party: Conservative

Date Elected: BY-EL 26 Dec. 1870.BY-EL 12 Sept. 1871.GE 22 Jun. 1878.GE 15 Jun. 1882.BY-EL 9 Jan. 
1883.GE 26 Apr. 1886.GE 20 Jan. 1890.

Positions Held: Appointed to Executive Council as Minister Without Portfolio, 13 Jul. 1878 - 25 May 
1882.Premier, 25 May 1882 - Feb. 1883.Leader of the Opposition, Mar. 1883 - 1 Apr. 1892.Appointed Justice of 
the Supreme Court of New Brunswick, 1 Apr. 1892.

Cabinet Shuffle: 

Retired: 

Defeated: GE 5 Jul. 1870.GE 18 Jun. 1874.

Died: Died at age 74 on 6 May 1909 at his residence in Dorchester, NB. Buried in the Dorchester Rural 
Cemetery.

Notes: Born on 27 Jun. 1835 in Shediac, NB. Of Colonial English-Loyalist ancestry. Hanington was educated at 
Mount Allison Academy in Sackville, NB. He then entered the study of law in the office of Charles Fisher (q.v.) 
in Fredericton, and in Acalus L. Palmer's (q.v.) Dorchester firm. Hanington was admitted as an attorney in Jun. 
1859, and as a barrister in Jun. 1861. Residing in Dorchester, he established a law practice, and fostered an 
outstanding reputation as a legal advisor. He was appointed a Queen's Counsel, and from 1867 to 1870 he was 
Clerk of Circuit and the County Court of Westmorland.

Following in the footsteps of his father, Daniel Hanington (q.v.), Hanington first entered provincial politics in 
1870. He was unsuccessful in the general election but was returned to the Legislature in a by-election later that 
year. As a devout Anglican he believed strongly in religious education in schools. As a result he was a vigorous 
and outspoken opponent of the free non-denominational public school system then being proposed in the 
legislature. His personality was such that he took strong positions on almost every issue and expressed his opinion 
vehemently. This raised his political profile, but endeared him to few of his colleagues. After being defeated at 
the polls in 1874, he was re-elected in 1878. That year, as part of a compromise to resolve the rifts precipitated by 
the Common Schools Act, Premier John James Fraser (q.v.) invited his political opponent into the Executive 
Council to sit as Minister Without Portfolio.

Not considered by his peers to be a terribly effective legislator, according to James Hannay, Hanington's 
""succession to the Premiership was a great surprise to many of Mr. Fraser's strongest supporters and caused 
some unfavourable comment."" His ascension was largely attributable to the fact that the loose coalition, which 
had sustained the Government since Confederation, was increasingly divided. Hanington was never able to 
propose, pass or enact legislation. Having formed the government while the Assembly was prorogued, 
Hanington's administration was defeated almost immediately after the Legislature returned in Feb. 1883. Andrew 
G. Blair successfully spearheaded a motion of non-confidence, and forced Hanington to resign.

Despite his defeat, Hanington remained in politics, and entered the role for which he would be best remembered, 
as Opposition Leader. For the next ten years he constantly harangued Blair's administration. No issue was minor 
enough to escape Hanington's most passionate, grandiose invectives. He would attack a $10 overrun with the 
same vehemence as an act of government graft. While a source of constant irritation for Blair, this practice also 
had the effect that when an important issue did arise Hanington's oration rang loquacious but empty. His 
Opposition did little damage to Blair's Liberal hold on New Brunswick politics.

In 1892 he was appointed a Justice of the Supreme Court of New Brunswick and retired from politics. According 
to Hanington's contemporary and prominent Liberal, James Hannay, he ""never was a great success as a political 
leader...due to the fact that he was always so desperately in earnest."" Hannay felt Hanington, with his weighty 



seriousness, had entered ""in a sphere of usefulness and duty"" in his new position on the Bench. He remained a 
Justice until his death in 1909.

For more information see also: ""Premiers of New Brunswick"" (971.5 D754 NB Coll.); ""Judges of New 
Brunswick"" (920 L421 1985 NB Coll.); James Hannay, ""The Premiers of New Brunswick Since 
Confederation,"" Canadian Magazine, Vol. 9, No. 3 (Jul. 1897); and the New Brunswick Pamphlet Collection.
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