
 

Report on Workshop on the Dublin Belfast Corridor 
 
 
 
In October 2003 a workshop on the Dublin Belfast Corridor was held in Louth County 

Council. The Workshop was attended by a number of representatives from the Local 

Authorities and other interested bodies along the Dublin Belfast Corridor. The key 

issues discussed are set out hereunder. 

 

Definition of Corridor 
 

The Dublin-Belfast Corridor must first be defined in order to lay the foundation for 

further discussion. A number of separate but equally important definitions have been 

advanced.  

 

• First and foremost it is a rail corridor, providing rail linkages between Dublin 

and Belfast. The corridor as it stands at present is a necklace of stations 

between the aforementioned cities. 

• Secondly it is an economic corridor, with many large multi national companies 

located in or around the corridor itself. 

• The catchment area for the corridor itself is open to considerable debate.  It is 

constantly changing due to improvements in infrastructure. While Cavan and 

Monaghan are not situated along the corridor they have always been 

associated within its lateral catchment area. Concern in this regard has been 

expressed on two fronts: 

 

1. If the corridor extends too far westwards it risks becoming too ‘diluted’. 

2. If Cavan and Monaghan are ‘pulled’ eastwards as part of the corridor 

there will be no counterbalance in the west.  

 

• The development of the ‘East-West link is also seen as critical to future 

development, providing a link from the Dublin Belfast Corridor, through the 

Central Border area and towards the West. 

• Because the catchment area is both North and South of the Border it’s vital 

that the key drivers of growth are developed in tandem on both sides of the 

border. 



• The Corridor itself should not be viewed in isolation but rather as a potential 

link to the Euro route right down to Rosslare with further possible links to 

Scotland and Liverpool via high speed trains and ferries.  

 

 

Population 
 

• As it stands at present there is considerable population centred in and around 

the Corridor. The question which needs to be addressed is whether or not we 

are going to further concentrate population in this area and in turn provide 

adequate facilities to accommodate same or else aim to redistribute the 

increasing population throughout the region, in for example designated 

Gateways and Hubs, to enable them achieve the required critical mass. 

• Any ‘redistribution’ of population must be done in a planned and cohesive 

manner. Much development to date has been ‘unplanned’. A number of 

centres along the corridor- Dundalk, Newry and Drogheda have huge 

potential for further development and in turn would take the ‘pressure’ off 

Dublin and Belfast. 

• Future economic development will have a substantial impact on population 

growth as people ‘follow’ employment. 

• Strategic planning is needed to identify suitable places where people can 

work rest and play. While most people have a preference to be near their 

place of work it must also be recognised that they have a good quality of life. 

 

 

Where does Drogheda fit in to the overall picture 
 

The population of Drogheda is bigger that Dundalk, this is mainly attributed to the 

‘overspill’ from Dublin. Its closeness to Dublin means that it has great potential for 

growth. Two scenarios have been presented for Drogheda’s future development 

 

1. Integrate its future planning, growth and development with Meath and Louth 

and regard it as an employment centre in itself. 

2.  Regard Drogheda as a support to the future expansion of Dublin 

 



The future development of Drogheda is dependent on a number of triggers being put 

in place including the following: 

 

1. Location of new hi-tec industries 

2. Location of 3rd level educational facilities. 

3. Need for improved social and recreational facilities 

 

Drogheda has traditionally looked south more so that to the north as regards 

development and will therefore be more influenced by developments in Dublin that 

areas to the north e.g. Dundalk and Belfast. 

 

 

Dundalk/Newry 
 

• Dundalk and Newry are located at the Mid Way point between Dublin and 

Belfast. Their close proximity to each other means they are in some regard a 

‘sub-region’ within the greater Dublin Belfast corridor.  

• Competition has always remained healthy between the two towns but the 

fluctuating currency between the two towns has also posed some problems.  

• There is need for greater co-operation between the two towns at local level to 

prevent them from trying to outdo each other. 

• There needs to be a concerted and co-ordinated effort between Dundalk and 

Newry to attract more investment into the area. As individual entities they will 

not attract investment but by working together they would reap considerable 

rewards from inward investment. 

 

The Dublin Belfast Corridor as an economic entity 
 

Key Drivers of change 
 

 Provision of services – No other part of the Country has the same access to 

health or educational facilities as the Dublin Belfast corridor area.  

 

 Education: Access to educational facilities, including third level colleges, 

research, skills and IT are all required. There is a need to build on the 

Regional aspect of Dundalk IT and build upon Outreach Programmes. 

 



 Health: The Lourdes hospital in Drogheda is the main hospital for the area. Is 

the hospital in Drogheda in the right location?. Perhaps Dundalk would be a 

more suitable location – more central. In the North the centres of regional 

excellence would be based in Belfast, with other hospitals being 

complimentary to it. In examining the health service for the region it is 

imperative that the geographical spread of hospitals, in terms of ‘centres of 

excellence’ and meeting the general healthcare needs of people is taken into 

account . 

 

 Sport and recreational facilities: The provision of the aforementioned facilities 

are essential in attracting people to come to live in certain areas, as the 

provision of employment is only one key factor in attracting people to come 

and live in a specific area. The provision of conference centres is also 

important in attracting industries and businesses to a particular area. The 

development of a state of the art conference centre along the Dublin- Belfast 

corridor is something which would be well worth exploring in the future. 

 

 Broadband, Energy and Telecommunications are also essential forms of 

infrastructure which need to be in place in order to attract inward investment. 

With regard to each of these cross border co-operation is essential 

 

Business in the Region need to look at Research and Development and look at the 

possibility at linking in with third level colleges in the Region in order to promote and 

encourage same. A concerted effort needs to be made to attract graduated back into 

the region. 

 

 

North South Dimension 
 

There are considerable differences between responsibilities of Local Government 

North and South of the Border. There are different attitudes and approaches to 

planning for example on either side of the Border. A relationship between 

departments of local government North and South must be encouraged and 

developed. 

 

With regard to the National Spatial Strategy and the Regional Development Strategy 

for Northern Ireland there needs to be linkages formed : 



• Physical Linkages 

• Improved and ongoing consultation 

• Common statistical information could be shared, to the benefit of both parties 

involved North and South. 

 
 
Tourism Potential 

 
In trying to develop tourism in the region we must firstly identify the 

strengths/attractions in the region. There is for example a strong heritage in County 

Louth, which could be further ‘exploited’, i.e. Boyne Valley 

The whole area has enormous potential with good access but at present is under 

utilised. 

 

Tourism is one particular area where North South co-operation is essential. 

Hoteliers and other business people from the area need to be involved in promoting 

tourism, rather than leaving it to local authorities and state agencies.  

Tourism has not been treated as an important industry in the region and must now be 

focused upon, with the region being marketed and promoted as a tourist destination. 

There are many areas of outstanding natural beauty, as scenic as many other parts 

of the country and need to be marketed to their full potential. The new opportunities 

presented by the Peace Process must also be capitalised upon in encouraging 

people to come and stay in this part of the country. 

 

Catalysts/Triggers required to Develop Corridor to full potential 
 

 It should perhaps be considered that the Corridor is identified as a Special 

Economic Development Zone and that future planning and development be 

tailored around this designation. 

 A number of pilot cross border initiatives should be undertaken with regard to 

Planning and Marketing for example, to access the impact on the region. 

 Should the establishment of a separate Body, comprising interested parties in 

the Dublin Belfast-Corridor be established to oversee future developments, or 

would this simply duplicate the work that’s being done at present? 

 There needs to be, from the outset, Government commitment on both sides of 

the border to supporting the Regional Planning Guidelines goal and 

objectives. 



 

 

  

 
 
 
 


