S.E.A. Write : South East Asian Writers Awards

Created to honour ASEAN Writers - past, present and future
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What is S.E.A. Write ?
S.E.A. Write stands for Southeast Asian Writers Awards which is designed to honour leading poets and writers
in the ASEAN region. The ten countries which comprise the ASEAN region are Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos,

Malaysia, Myanmar, The Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam.

Background

Since its establishment, The Oriental, Bangkok has always had an affinity with famous writers from around the
world. During its history, great authors have either stayed in or visited the hotel. This affinity with the literary world is
best exemplified in the Authors’ Residence which houses suites named after Joseph Conrad, Somerset Maugham, Noel
Coward and James Michener. Moreover, suites in the River Wing have also been named after various authors such as
Graham Greene, John le Carre and Barbara Cartland, to name a few.

As a tribute to this literary tradition, the S.E.A. Write Awards was originated in early 1979 to encourage writers
in the ASEAN countries and to bring recognition to the creative literary talents of the region. The idea emerged from
discussions amongst the management of the Oriental, Bangkok, Thai Airways International Public Co., Ltd., and the
Italthai Group of Companies. H. H. Prince Prem Purachatra was elected as the Chairperson of the Organising
Committee. In addition, the Organising Committee also received support from the PEN International Thailand-Centre as
well as from the Writers” Association of Thailand. Later on the Jim Thompson Foundation, Bangkok Bank Public Co.,

Ltd. And Thai Beverage PLC., all joined the Organising Committee.

Objectives
® To recognise the creativity of writers from countries of the ASEAN region.
® To create a wider awareness and understanding of literary wealth amongst the ten ASEAN countries.
® To honour and promote the literary talents of the ASEAN creative writers.

® To bring together the many talents of ASEAN writers.



Committees

The unigueness of this award is that the awardees are selected by their own peers in each of the ten ASEAN
countries. In Thailand, the Selection Committee members are nominated by the Pen International Thailand-Centre
which is under Royal Patronage as well as by the Writers’ Association of Thailand. There are 2 committees involved
with the S.E.A. Write Awards as follow :

The Selection Committee is made up of seven members comprising three representatives from the PEN
International Thailand-Centre, three representatives from the Writers’ Association of Thailand. And one designated
literary figure. The committee members then vote amongst themselves who will be the Chairperson. The Selection
Committee has the responsibility of accepting entires and then short-listing them to seven literary works which
subsequently will be proposed to the Board of Juries for final judging.

The Board of Juries is also made up of seven members comprising the Chairperson of PEN International
Thailand-Centre or a representative, the Chairperson of the Writers” Association of Thailand or a representative, one
prominent literature specialist, three literary figures and the Chairperson of the Selection Committee (by position).
The members of the Board of Juries may not sit on the Selection Committee except for the Chairperson of the Selection
Committee who can sit on both committees. Furthermore, committee members may not receive any benefits connected
with the work selected as the winner. The Board of Juries is responsible for selecting as the winner one of the seven
works proposed by the Selection Committee.

The deadline for acceptance of entries for consideration of the award is the end of April of each year and the
winner will be announced in August of the same year. Organisations, institutions which deal with literary works,

publishers, literature experts, writers, critics and readers can submit works for the S.E.A. Write Awards.

Organisers

The very first Chairman of the S.E.A. Write Organising Committee, from 1979 until 1981, was the late H.H.
Prince Prem Purachatra, one of Thailand’ s prominent literary figures. On His Highness’ s demise in 1981, his consort
Princess Ngamchit Purachatra assumed the chairmanship. In 1982 Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri
Sirindhom graciously consented to become the Honorary Chairperson of the Organising Committee. After Princess
Ngamchit passed away in 1983, Her Highness Princess Vimalachatra, sister of H.H. Prince Prem Purachatra, took up
the chairmanship. H.H. Princess Vimalchatra resigned from the chairmanship in early 1992 due to health reasons.
She was succeeded by H.S.H. Professor Prince Subhadradis Diskul, one of Thailand’ s most famous scholars,
until 1997.

The late M.L. Birabhongse Kasemsri, His Majesty’ s Principal Private Secretary, was Chairman from 1998 to
1999. Upon M.L. Birabhongse’ s demise in 1999, M.R. Sukhumbhand Paribatra, took the helm and has been S.E.A.

Write Organising Committee Chairman since them.



The current Organising Committee is currently chaired by M.R. Sukhumbhand Paribatra. Committee members

include Presidents the PEN Club of Thailand, and the Writers’ Association of Thailand ; representatives from nine

ASEAN Embassies and sponsors. 2007 sponsors comprise : Thai Airways International Public Co., Ltd., Bangkok Bank

Public Co., Ltd, BMW (Thailand) Co., Ltd., Bank of Thailand, Export-Import Bank of Thailand, Thai Beverages PLC,

The Rex Morgan Foundation, Chumbhot-Pantip Foundation, British Gas Asia Pacific Pte Limited, Toshiba Thailand

Co., Ltd., World Travel Service, and The Orirntal, Bangkok.

Selection criteria

The criteria are as follows :

Prizes

The entry must be an original work.

Works must have some relevance to the nation or region in which the authors live.

Works should be fiction in any of its forms and should be non-political. Fiction or creative writing includes
novels, short stories, fables, folk tales, myths, non-fiction, legends and poems.

Works eligible for selection are volumes published within three (3) years of the selection year.

Works which have already received national awards remain eligible for submission.

Works may be in any language used within the boundaries of the awardee’s country.

The author must have some contribution to the cultural and literary development of his or her country through
his or her writings.

The awardees are to be selected regardless of race, sex or religion and living at the time of submission.

Works not complying with the above criteria can be rejected by the Selection and Judging Committees

Plaque to commemorate the distinction
Guided tours of local attractions
= The S.E.A. Write Awards winner from Thailand will receive a one-week accommodation in any one of
the ASEAN countries. This prize is valid for one year.
= The S.E.A. Write Awards winner from the nine other countries will all receive a one-week all expenses
paid vacation to Thailand to attend the awards presentation ceremony.

Cash
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2008 BRUNEI S.E.A.-WRITE AWARDEE

DR. HAJI MOHAMMAD BIN PENGIRAN HAJI ABD. RAHMAN
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Zairis M. S. obtained a Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D) from the University of Malaya, Kuala Lumpur in 1992.
Born in Temburong in 1948, he received his early education at Sultan Hasan Malay School, Bangar, Temburong
in 1956. On 25 May 2005, he was appointed as the Deputy Minister of Education, and continuing his involvement with

the Brunei government.

His involvement in literary works started in the early 1960s and many of the works were published in
newspapers and magazines locally and abroad, such as Berita Minggu, Utusan Zaman, Mingguan Malaysia, Gelanggang
Filem, Dewan Masyarakat, Dewan Bahasa, Dewan Sastera, Bahana, Beriga Borneo Bulletin and Pelita Brunei. Some of
his poems were published by the Religious Affairs Department in a co-anthology of poems, Puisi Hidayat in 1971, Puisi
Hidayat II in 1975 and Puisi Hidayat III in 2005, whereas Dewan Bahasa dan Pustaka Kuala Lumpur published his
poems in co-anthology Bunga Rampai Sastera Melayu Brunei in 1984. The ASEAN Committee on Culture and
Information (COCI) has published his works in the antologi sastera ASEAN Puisi Moden Brunei Darussalam in 1994

and in the anthology of ASEAN Literature Modern Poetry of Brunei Darussalam in 1998.
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2008 CAMBODIA S.E.A.WRITE AWARDEE
DR. SIN TOUCH
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Dr. Sin Touch is a popular figure in the Cambodian literary scene. He is the recipient of numerous awards,
with the most recent recognition being awarded the 3 prize in 2004 for the long poem The Trick’s Women, which is a
research in Khmer’s literature. Other notable award winning works were Life Nonsense under the Spirit Regime
in 1997, and the poem narration Father’s Advice in 1999. He is an avid participant in his country’s government and
programs directed towards the youth. From 1997 to 2002 he was a member of the “Protest Committee Updating
Standard Treatment Guidelines”, and also aided in the translation of “Standard Treatment Guidelines” from French into
the Khmer language. From 2003 to now he has been team leader of “Central Medical Supervisor on Rational Use of
Drugs”, and secretary of “Protocol Committee Updating Clinical Practice Guideline for Level Referral Hospital”. 2006
marked a change in his career initiatives when he became editor of the Cambodian publication “Magazine of
Mathematics and Sciences”, as well as a lecturer of Bachelor and Master Class of Mathematics at Khemarak University,

Phnom Penh, Cambodia. He continues his involvement in both positions up to this day.
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2008 INDONESIA S.E.A.WRITE AWARDEE
HAMSAD RANGKUTI
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Hamsad Rangkuti was born on May 7, 1943 in Titikuning, Medan, North Sumatra. He was the Chief Editor
of the well known Indonesian literary magazine, Horison, from the early 1980s up to 2002. His short stories have been
widely published nationally as well as internationally. The “Daily Kompas” recently recognised his passion for writing
and honoured him with the “Lifetime Dedication to Literature” award.
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2008 LAOS S.E.A.WRITE AWARDEE
OTHONG KHAM-INSOU
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Othong Kham-Insou (under the pen name of Houng Aloun Daenvilay) is currently the Director and Editor of
Vannasin Magazine (Literature and Arts), Ministry of Information and Culture. Graduating from Lao National
University with a Bachelor of Arts in Literature and Lao language, he has regularly published short stories, poems,
folktales for newspaper and magazines since 1985. His extensive experience in literary works includes 2 book titles,
collections of short stories collaborated with other writers, and approximately 20 titles of short stories, poems, and folk

tales for children.

Othong Kham-Insou was judged on one piece of work and awarded as SEA Write 2008 on his short story
“A Mother’s Skirt” (Sinh May Pheuane Kao Kao). It is a story on the preservation of traditional Laos long skirts “Sinh”
which are a part of a family’s ancestry and identity with one another. Nowadays “Sinh May” (silk skirt) is represented

as the symbol of the outstanding Lao culture.
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2008 MALAYSIA S.E.A.WRITE AWARDEE
PROF. HATTA AZAD KHAN
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Prof. Hatta Azad Khan was born in 1952 and studied theatre directing and scenography in USA and film studies
in Australia. He is a professor in theatre and film studies and Dean of the Faculty of Artistic and Creative Technology,
Universiti Teknologi Mara, Malaysia. He writes and directs stage plays and musicals, as well as scripts for film (feature
and documentaries) and television sitcoms. He also wrote and directed the most popular and the longest running
television sitcom Pi Mai Pi Mai Tang Tu which lasted for 18 years on Malaysia’s TV3. His first feature film Mat Som
(based on Lat’s comic book) won Best Screenplay Award (Malaysian Film Festival 1992) and represented Malaysia in
International Film Festivals in Tokyo, Fukuoka, Hawaii, Bangalore, Taipei and Jakarta. Wayang is his second feature

film based on his own screenplay. His latest theatre scripts are K.L the Musical and Musical Kampung Baru.
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2008 PHILIPPINES S.E.A.WRITE AWARDEE
DR. ELMER ALINDOGAN ORDONEZ
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Receiving a Ph.D. in English (from the University of Wisconsin), Elmer A. Ordonez had taught English and
Comparative Literature at the University of the Philippines from 1953 to 2001. He also taught in New York, Malaysia,
and Canada as visiting professor. From a creative writer (short fiction and poetry) he also became a literary critic and
scholar, starting with the works of Western writers like Joseph Conrad and Ford Madox Ford, and turned to studies of
Philippine literary works particularly those with an emancipatory thrust. Now an academic retiree, he comments on

Philippine writing, arts and culture for the Manila Times where he is a columnist and literary editor.
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2008 SINGAPORE S.E.A.WRITE AWARDEE
STELLA KON
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Stella Kon is a Singaporean, born in Edinburgh, UK. She lived for many years in Malaysia and UK and now
resides in Singapore. She has been writing all her life while being a housewife and mother, writing various plays and
short stories. Her best- known work, Emily of Emerald Hill, has been produced many times and been seen by thousands
of people in various countries. Stella is now serving as Chairperson of the Musical Theatre Limited, an art charity which
promotes composing of original musicals, and she writes musicals. Stella is descended from Mr. Tan Kim Ching,

who in the 1860°s served as Consul-General and Special Commissioner for Siam in the Straits Settlements.
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2008 THAI S.E.A.WRITE AWARDEE
WATCHARA SUJJASARASIN
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Watchara Sujjasarasin, a pseudonym of Watchara Phetpromsorn, was born on 9 February 1975 in Kuan Nieng
district in Songkla province. He was educated at Baan Kuan Nieng Primary School and Maha Vachirawut Secondary
School both in Songkla province, and later continued his studies at Thammasat University where he outstandingly

obtained two Bachelor degrees in Polical Science and Law, as well as a Masters degree in Political Science respectively.

He has previously worked as a proof reader at Nakorn Publishing House and was in the editorial team of
Writer Magazine under Kanokpong Songsompan as Chief Editor. At present, he is a Legal Officer at the Office of

Administrative Court.

His first short story, “Paap Fun” (Dream Images) was published in SiamRath Weekly in 1995 and short story
“Wowsaeng Hang Satta” (Reflection of Faith) won the Waen Fah Award in 2004. He also received a Consolation Prize
from Kanokpong Songsompan Award in 2008 for Short story, “Nai Wun Tee Wua Chon Yung Chon Yu” (The days

when Fighting Bulls still fight).

Watchara was awarded the 2008 S.E.A. Write Award based on his work “Rao Longluem Arai Bangyang” (We

Have Forgotten Something).
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2008 VIETNAM S.E.A.WRITE AWARDEE
NGUYEN NGOC TU
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Nguyen Ngoc Tu (under the pen name of Hoai An) was born in 1976 in Camau Province. She works in the
Ca Mau Association of Art and Literature. Her first collection of short stories the “Inextinguishable Light” won the first
prize of the Youth Publishing House in Ho Chi Minh city in 2000, and won the Prize of B level by Vietnam Writers'
Association the next year. In 2006 the collection of short stories “The Endless Field” received recognition by the

Vietnam Writers’ Association.
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2007 BRUNEI S.E.A.WRITE AWARDEE

HAJI MOKSIN BIN HAJI ABD KADIR
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Awang Haji Moksin borned on 20 October 1937, at Kampong Tanjong Maya Tutong, Brunei Darussalam
started writing since 1973 by using different pseudonym such as K. Manis and Warna. Most of his writing are poems
and literary essay, published in magazines such as Bahana, by Dewan Bahasa dan Pustaka (DBP), Dewan Sastera by

Dewan Bahasa dan Pustaka, Malaysia and Horison by Indonesia publication.

His poems and short story also published ini conjointly Anthology as Puisi Hidayat 2 Religious Affairs
Department of Brunei 1975; Puisi Hidayat 3 Islamic Dakwah Centre, Ministry of Religious Affairs Negara Brunei
Darussalam 200; Pakatan DBP 1976 and 1982; Hari Ini Dan Esok DBP 1982; Memburu Pelangi DBP 1992; Larian
Hidup DBP 1999; Bunga Rampai Sastera Melayu Brunei DBP Kuala Lumpur Malaysia 1984; Puisi Moden — The Asean
Committee on Culture and Information 1994; Kosovo Bilakah Langitmu Kembali Biru DBP 2000; Kembara Merdeka
DBP 2004; Ristaan Anak Merdeka DBP 2006; Di Hujung Pertemuan (Anthology of Short Stories) DBP 2005 and

personal poet such as Jalan-Jalan Berjalan-jalan. He is married with five children.

Y a a3 a a A o A A o @
01939 YT UONHKU LNALNBDIUN 20 fainuy .7, 2480 ‘V]ﬂllﬂ\j AUV U7 AN ﬂigmﬂﬁ‘ﬂzhlu

a usj 1 1 a 4 1 1 3

AFAAAINT W UTUIIUITTUNTTUALA WA, 2516 TaelFurmueds 15w 1a. e uaz N5u1 e lvgiiuonnid
a 1 & a o ! o [ '

A2 UNANUNNITIUNTTN a9 IUIASA1S 19U Bahana FINUNeINS 108 103U 118190 AU YAz 1HIDg b

A 4 1 LY [ 1 a
(DPB) 11 Dewan Sastera SaNUWIHELNT Tag 103U 118191 dul)daznt uviauiaide uag 14 Horison ludu laiide

unniuazieaduues fondu Muntmouns lumidesumilse Wusae puisi Hidayat 2 Tagnsumsemaun
urtaug lu luwe. 2518, Tu Puisi Hidayat 3 100 Islamic Dakwah Centre N3$N3219MIAEU1 1WA D3 U a1gasu
200, Pakatan g DPB 11 W.7. 2519 11ag 2525 , Hari Ini Dan Esok 1ag DPB 14 W.f. 2535, Larian Hidup lag DPB
1 W.¢1. 2542, Bunga Rampai Sastera Melayu Brunie njafnanauiles waide lu w.et. 2527, PUISI Moden 10t the
ASEAN Committee on Culture and Information 114 W.f. 2537, Kosovo Bilakah Langitmu Kembali Biru WuWlas DPB
Tu wa, 2543, Kembara Merdeka Tae DPB 11 w.q1. 2547, Ristaan Anak Merdeka Tae DPB 11 .41 2549, Di Hujung
Pertemuan (wﬂ’qﬁaﬁmﬁmgu) Tag DPB 1 W.A. 2548 LAZNUNUNAIDY 19U Jalan-Jalan Berjalan-jalan fondu

HASNUIAZIYAT 5 AU

18



2007 CAMBODIA S.E.A. WRITE AWARDEE

SUPHANY OUM
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Suphany Oum was borned on 18 November 1946. She was Director of the Office for Research and Technology

in the Department of Conservation of the Ministry of Culture. From 1980 — 2006, she became President of Women of
Ministry of the Royal Palace. In 1994 she was Chief Officer of Guides, and later became Vice deputy of Guides in the
Department of Conservation of The Ministry of the Royal Palace. Mrs Suphany Oum is currently a member of

Federation for the Development of the Book Sector in Cambodia.

Besides her government work, she writes in her diary everyday, from 1964 to present, leading her to be

an author of novels and poems.
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2007 INDONESIA S.E.A.WRITE AWARDEE
SUPARTO BRATA
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Suparto Brata was born in Surabaya 27 February 1932. Due to war, his schooling was recurrently stagnated.
Because there were nobody who could support him financially, he had to earn his own living since junior high school.
He would like to earn a living by writing, yet as a matter of fact he could live properly by doing various kinds of jobs,
among others, as tele-printer operator in Telegraph Office of Surabaya, employee in Government Commerce Office,
public servant of Surabaya Municipality Administration. His writing activities could not be counted on as him main
job. However, his writing activity is inseparable throughout his life history. After retired, he did not quit writing,
he was even more motivated as long as he is gifted with capability of it. Until 2007, when he turned to be 75 years old,
more than 125 books have been writing by him. Furthermore, his writing take forms of news, features, review, articles,
and fictions in newspaper and magazines, which well clipped and become his distinctive writing collections

(in addition to books).
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2007 LAOS S.E.A.WRITE AWARDEE
RATTANAVONG HOUMPHANH
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Rattanavong Houmphanh studies in Saint Cyr, France. Culture theory, musicology Journalism formation.

Philosophy and Sociology school. He has a vast experience in Journalist in the Lao National Radio, Translator-
announcer in the Moscow Radio, Prof. in the International Relation Institute of Moscow, Vice-director of the
Lao National Radio, Founder and Director of the Lao Cultural Research Institute, Member of the Lao National
Commission for UNESCO, Member of the COCI of ASEAN, he was also Founder and Chairman of the

Lao Biodiversity Association.

His major works around 20 books and booklets published, 19 books published by co-authors. Recommendation
to the General Conference of UNESCO (Sofia, 1985) for the preservation of Luang Prabang, Vat Phu and the Plain
of Jars. Seminar on the Palm leaf manuscript preservation, on the Lao textile preservation. Remayana Dance reviving

and preservation in Luang Prabang.
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2007 MALAYSIA S.E.AWRITE AWARDEE
RAHMAN SHAARI
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Rahman Shaari was born on in Perlis 5" September 1949. He obtained his BA and M.Litt from the National
University of Malaysia (UKM). He also writes short stories, novels, drama and essays. Rahman was chosen to
participate at lowa University’s International Writing Programme in 1991. Rahman has won a number of prize (poetry)

in the “Hadiah Sastera Perdana Malaysia” — Malaysia’s prestigious national literary prize.

He is currently a professor of poetry at the Media Studies Department, University of Malaya. Among his well
known works are: Memahami Gaya Bahasa (1993), Sinopsis Novel 3 (1995), Persediaan menulis Sajak (2001),
Kemantapan Puisi Melayu Moden: Satu Tinjauan (2005), Melati dan Bahang (1996), Anjung Deklamator (2005),

Anjung Persinggahan (2006), and Rahman Shaari in Translation (2007).
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2007 PHILIPPINES S.E.A.WRITE AWARDEE
MICHAEL COROZA
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Michael M. Coroza is a multi-awarded poet, essayist, translator, and editor. He is an Assistant Professor at the
Department of Filipino, School of Humanities, Ateneo de Manila University, handling graduate and undergraduate
courses in Filipino Literature, Poetry Writing, and Literary Translation. He has received major awards from the Don
Carlos Palanca Memorial Awards for Literature for his poetry and essay, Talaang Ginto sa Tula-Gantimpalang
Collantes (Golden Poetry List-Collantes Awards), and Home Life Magazine National Poetry Contest. His two books of
poems, Dili’t Dilim (Thought and Darkness, 1997) and Mga Lagot na Liwanag (Severed Lights, 2002) were both
finalists in the National Book Award for Poetry of the Manila Critics Circle. As an oral poet, he has widely performed
the Balagtasan (traditional debate in verse) locally and in countries such as Singapore and Hawaii. He represented the
Philippines in the 10" Kuala Lumpur International Poetry Reading in 2004. He hosts Harana ng Puso
(Heart’s Serenade), a weekly radio show over 104.3 FM of the Philippine Broadcasting Service, where he features and
annotates traditional and classic Filipino songs and poems. For his invaluable contributions to the development and
promotion of the Filipino Language and Literature, he was given a national award of recognition by the Komisyon

sa Wikang Filipino (Filipino Language Commission) in 2005.
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2007 SINGAPORE S.E.A.WRITE AWARDEE
REX SHELLEY
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Rex Anthony Shelley was born in 1930 and grew up in Singapore and Malaya. He graduated from the
University of Malaya, and went on to read engineering at Cambridge University. After graduation he returned to
Singapore and worked both for the Government of Singapore and Malaysia and in the private sector. Concurrently,
he served for many years as member of the Public Service Commission, where he is currently serving. He holds the
record for being the longest serving member. He was awarded the Public Service Star in 1978 and a Public Star Bar

a year later.

Mr Shelley began writing in his 50°s and has written 9 books, five non-fiction and four novels. He is well-
known for his four novels all of which have won awards. These record the social history of the Eurasian community in
Singapore and Malaya. Commonly called the ‘Eurasian Quartet’, The Shrimp People, his first novel, was awarded the
top prize by the National Book Development Council of Singapore in 1992. People of the Pear Tree (won again in
1994), Culture Shock Japan received NBDCS awards in 1994, Island in the Centre (in 1996) and finally River of Roses
won the Singapore Literature Prize in 2000 and. He has also authored several books about Japanese culture. He reads

and writes Japanese and has taught himself to play Debussy and Chopin.
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2007 THAI S.E.A.WRITE AWARDEE
MONTRI SRIYONG
vineudlsalsznalne

8 o
HUAT AN

Montri Sriyong was born on March 6, 1968 in Hat Yai, Songkhla and lived in heart of the city (Gim-yong).
He studied in Hat Yai and received his high school diploma from Maha Vachirawut School in Songkhla province before

graduating from Ramkhamhaeng University, Faculty of Political Science.

He currently runs his own business, a “duck noodle soup” named “Siriwat” at Lamaisongkroh Road, Songkhla.
While working full time in his duck noodle shop, he began to write poems and his first collection of poems “Dok Fan :
Ruedoo fon tee san thammada” was published in 1998. Other published words of his include other hand written poems

and his recent collection of short stories and poems titled “Dok thabak ruem ban”.

Montri was awarded the 2007 S.E.A. Write Award based on his work Lok Nai Duangta Kapajao (The World in

My Eyes).
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2007 VIETNAM S.E.A.WRITE AWARDEE
TRAN VAN TUAN
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Tran Van Tuan was born on March 8, 1949 in Hanam province. After finishing high school he joined
the people army, at the Southern Front. After liberation since 1975, he worked as the creative staff in the army then
moved to work for Saigon Liberation Newspaper. He currently lives in Hochiminh City and is Deputy Editor-in-chief

of Saigon Giai Phong Newspaper.

He is a master of novels. He has 30 books published, including stories and novels. Notable are novels:
Ngo Hem Ben Cau (an alley by a bridge) in 1985. Nguoi Dan Ba Bi San Duoi (woman being chased) 1987. Ke Lang
Thang (a tram) 1990, Rung Thieng Nuoc Trong (Holy forest with fresh water) 2004 which won the A Prize at the Novel

competition organised by Vietnam Writers’ Association and  a prize by the Ministry of Defense.
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2006 BRUNEI S.E.A. WRITE AWARDEE
SAWAL RAJAB
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2006 CAMBODIA S.E.A. WRITE AWARDEE
VANNARIRAK PAL
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2006 INDONESIA S.E.A. WRITE AWARDEE
SITOR SITUMORANG
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2006 LAOS S.E.A. WRITE AWARDEE
DOUANGDEUANE BOUNYAVONG
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2006 MALAYSIA S.E.A. WRITE AWARDEE
JONG CHIAN LAI
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2006 PHILIPPINES S.E.A. WRITE AWARDEE
VICTOR EMMANUEL CARMELO D. NADERA m
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2006 SINGAPORE S.E.A. WRITE AWARDEE
ISA KAMARI
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LEVAN THAO
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2005 BRUNEI S.E.A. WRITE AWARDEE
RAHIMI A.B.

( Ampuan Dr. Haji Brahim bin Ampuan Haji Tengah )
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Rahimi A.B. was born in Kampong Batu Ampar, Pengkalan Batu, Gadong, Brunei Darussalam and started
writing since 1973, using different pseudonyms such as Brahim A. H. T beside Rahimi A.B. Most of his works are
poems, short story, novels, literary criticisms and essays, published in magazines such as Bahana, Journal Pangsura,
Beriga, by Dewan Bahasa dan Pustaka ( DBP ), Brunei Darussalam publication also in Southeast Asia :
A Multidisciplinary Journal, Dewan Sastera magazine ( DBP ), Malaysia and Horison magazine, Yayasan Indonesia

publication besides broadcast by Radio and Television, Brunei Darussalam.

He currently holds a position as a Senior Lecturer and Dean of Students at Brunei Darussalam University.

He is married with five children.
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2005 CAMBODIA S.E.A. WRITE AWARDEE
MIECH PONN
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Miech Ponn was a teacher in various stages of his life from 1954 — 1980 in Kompong Thom Province,
and Phnom Penh, before pursuing his career in writing. He served as a member of the Writers Committee of Kambiya

Sorya Magazine and a member of the Research Committee in Buddhist Institute from 1994 — 2005.

Miech Ponn was judged on his work consisting of a series of poems — Chess Game, a collection of Khmer

customs and more documents, and puberty girl in shading.
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2005 INDONESIA S.E.A. WRITE AWARDEE

SCEP ZAMZAM NOOR
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Acep Zamzam Noor was born in Tasikmalaya on February 28, 1960. His childhood and youth were spent in the
Islamic Boarding School Cipasung, Tasikmalaya and growing up, Acep opted for a unique path by choosing Art as
a way of his life. In 1980, he graduated from Senior High School from the Islamic Boarding School Syafi’ iyah,
Jakarta. Then, he continued studying at the Arts department, arts and Design at Bandung Institute of Technology,
Bandung ( 1980 — 1987 ). He received a scholarship from the Italian government to study at Universita’ Italiana
per Stranieri, Perugia, Italy ( 1991 — 1993 ). In 1996, he participated in a workshop and exhibition of graphic arts in
Grafisch Atelier, Utrecht, Netherlands. In 1997, he exhibited his paintings and readings of his poetry in Festival
Seni tpoh II, Ipoh, Malaysia. He served as associated Indonesian delegation in Asean Poetry festival ( Mastera )
in Jakarta. In 2001, he participated in the International Poetry Festival Winternachten Overzee in Teater Utan Kayu,
Jakarta and joined in the Kuala Lumpur Southeast Asian Writers Meet in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. In 2002
he participated in the International Poetry festival in Makassar and in 2004, participated in the International Poetry

festival Winternachten in Den Haag, Netherlands.
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2005 LAOS S.E.A. WRITE AWARDEE
BOUNSEUNE SENGMANY [~
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Bounseune Sengmany was born in Paksan District, Borikhamxay Province, the central part of Lao PDR.
He received his Bachelor of Arts in Education from Vientiane Teacher Education University, and Master of Arts
in Language and International Protocol from the International University, Moscow, the former Soviet Union,
He presently works at the Ministry of Education as a Deputy Director of the Ministerial Cabinet. He loves social
gatherings, sports, literature, research, reading and writing-in particular the writing about a variety of short and
long stories, folk tales and adventure stories, He has produced hundreds of interesting stories to the society particularly

short stories.

He is the writer whose soul and mind is full of enthusiasm, commitment and dedication for literature, He very
often said that “my real happiness is seeing what I wrote is published and it is eagerly read by the public”. He reiterates
“as long as I am still alive, in addition to my official duties, personal works, family and society, I prefer to devote

the rest of my life for the writing”.
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2005 MALAYSIA S.E.A. WRITE AWARDEE
ABDUL GHAFAR IBRAHIM
v A = dJ =

mAeudlsa Uszmasade

v

éa a
vaa azvhs dusan

Abdul Ghafar Ibrahim was born on 31" August 1943 in Sesapan Batu Minangkabau, Beranang, Selangor Darul
Ehsan, In October 1974, he was invited as the first Malaysian to be a writer-in-residence in the International Writing
Program at the School of Letters, University of lowa, lowa City, lowa, USA. He obtained a Bachelor of Fine Arts from
Northern lllinois University in 1976 and a Master of Arts from Eastern lllionis University, Charleston, lllionis,

USA in 1977.

He writes poetry, drama, sketches, interviews, essays and articles. Among numerous outstanding
achievements, his poetry entitled “www. Cyberindepedence.com.my” and “He is the Warrior” won the Malaysian

Outstanding Literature 2000/2001 award.

As an educator, he has experienced teaching at Secondary Schools, Teacher’s College, the National University
of Malaysia ( UKM ), and currently he is a lecturer in the Screen department, Faculty of Performing Arts,

Mara University of Technology, Shah Alam, Selangor Darul Ehsan, Malaysia.
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2005 THE PHILIPPINES S.E.A. WRITE AWARDEE

MALOU JACOB
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Malou Jacob is a playwright, documentary video / Filmmaker and professor at De La Salle University.

Juan Tamban, a classic in Modern Philippine drama, has been performed all over the Philippines by various
theater groups; published by Philippine educational Theater Association ( PETA ), by DLSU Publishing House

in Teatro Pulitikal, by ASEAN COCI in English translation, and in Bahasa by Malaysia.

Anatomiya ng Korupsyon is currently performed by different theater groups in Filipino, Visayan, lloko,

and llonggo.

Aidao, Juan Tamban, and Macli-ing are landmark productions of the PETA.
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2005 SINGAPORE S.E.A. WRITE AWARDEE
P KRISHHAN
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P’Krishnan, writer and programme producer, was born in 1932. He started writing in the early 1950’s,
contributing to Tamil language newspapers and periodicals published in Singapore and Malaysia. He wrote stories and
essays both under his own name and a pseudonym: Puthumaithasan. He became a full-time employee of Radio
Singpore in 1962 and retired as a senior executive producer of the tamil section 30 years later. Between 1951 and 2004,

he wrote more than 40 stories, 360 plays and 100 essays.

Krishnan has published four books, namely lllakiyak kaatchilal ( Literary Scene ), 1990, the Tamil translation
of Macbeth, 1996, and Adukkuveetu Annasamy ( High-Rise Flat Annasamy ) Volumes 1 and 2, 2000. His first
collection of short stories, Puthumaithasan’s stories, 1993, received the National Book Development Council of
Singapore ( NBDCS ) Commendation Award in 1994. He received the Tamilzhavel award from the Association of
Singapore Tamil Writers in 1998. His works have been included in anthologies like The Fiction of Singapore, UniPress,
1990 and Modern ASEAN Plays-Singapore, 1991. Krishnan is now putting the finishing touches to two other books

to be published next year.
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2005 THAI S.E.A. WRITE AWARDEE
BINLAH SONKALAGIRI
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Binlah was born in 1965 and received his high school diploma from Maha Vachirawut School in Songkhla
province. He attended the Faculty of Fine Arts at Chulalongkorn University, however, did not graduate before starting
his career as the Editor in Chief of Pai Yarn Yai publication belonging to Suu Boonliang, well-known writer and singer.
Binlah also worked as a reporter for Matichon and Khao Sod Daily newspapers before beginning his path as a writer

in 1994. He cureently resides in Chiang Mai province.

His works include over 10 books of short stories, children’s books, novels and travel documentaries written
under his pen name “Binlah Sonkalagin” and his real name Wuthichat Coomsanit, including his works such as
Chan Duem Duang Arthit (“I Drink the Sun”), Kid Tung Took Pee (“Miss You Every Year”), Pla Chalarm Fun Lor

(“The Broken Tooth Shark”), Duem Talay Sarb, Arb Talay Say (“Drink in the Lake, Bathe in the Desert”).
Binlah wa awarded the 2005 S.E.A. Write Award based on his work Chao Ngin (“Princess”).

Tural tNao W.A. 2508 YUMIANYISZAUTTOUANBI9INT5UToUNHIIFI1YE a9val uazdAnyIAe

[ a A a 4 J a @ 1 (Y S o o o |
Iuigﬂﬂﬂiiyﬂlu'lﬁiﬂ AUTUINAFTAT YWIAINTUNHIINGINY u,miﬂu"lumuﬁmﬂwumgmaaﬂmmmu Tﬂﬂlﬂu

Y 4
v 9 a Yo Aa 1 [ @ ]
WantinesussanimsIdnudaeats lderalvg ves o yaudes vasnniunidszneverFniina1af

)

% Y o w

A A Jd a v A A EaR ®R A = 9 =] = Y= 3 @
W@ iuiuAYy Wilsdonuivaa wudadna. 2537 39ldaeen lidaeFmindeuauds Tasilagiiuiinin
e o ,
RN EIC NI TRY

Y i1

F4 1 Y
ﬁ’mwmmmmau uﬁqmuﬁmﬁu 1TIUNTTUONIFU LazaIsaaNeuNed e luumilinn duval dum

a a

ax A a a 1 1 A o A o Ja =K =~ a A
A1AT UASHDITI YAV YUAUN V1NN 10 AN 81N RUANANIUNG ﬂﬂﬂﬂnﬂﬂ Jamarwlunae tunaznan

E]

ﬁummmmmmmmw

a

a % v A 4 o 4 Qa:
Junan 1asus1aTad lsddsedal wer. 2548 nTeadu i

o

39



2005 VIETNAM S.E.A. WRITE AWARDEE
PHU TRAM (INRASARA )
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Phu Tram was born in 1957 in Cham Hamlet Chakleng — My Nghiep, Phuoc Dan Townlet Ninh Phuoc District,
Ninh Thuan Province. In 1969 he was a high school student in Po-Llong, Ninh Thuan Province, then in 1977 he studied
at the Pedagogy University of Ho Chi Minh City. Since 1998, Phu Tram worked on researching Cham culture, writing
poems, and prose literature. He is a member of Vietnam Writers’ Literature Art Association, and Writers’ Association in

Ho Chi Minh City.
Phu Tram was judged on one piece of work, a long poem with the title “The Purity Feast on April”.
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2004 S.E.A. WRITE AWARDEE
HAJI JAWAWI BIN HAJI AHMAD
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Haji Jawawi bin Haji Ahmad was born in 1949, at Miri, Sarawak and started writing since 1966 by using
different pseudonyms such as JABA, R.A. JABA, LOKLOK NETTO, YUSHADIR and HJR. Most of his writings are
poems, literary criticisms and essays which were published in magazines such as Bahana, Mekar, Juara, and Jumal
Beriga by Dewan Bahasa dan Pustaka ( DBP ), in Burnei Darussalam - Dewan Sastera magazine ( DBP ), Malaysia
- Horison magazine, Yayasan in Indonesia - Brunei newspapers - Bintang Harian and Pelita Brunei. His works were

also broadcasted on Radio and Television, Brunei Darussalam.

His poems were also published jointly in poetry anthologies such as Merpatiku Sayang, Memburu Pelangi,
Pelari 3, Meniti Jambatan Usia, Larian Hidup, Kosovo Bilakah Langitmu Kembali Biru, Kulimpapat, Nafas Utara

Borneo, Kembara Merdeka Dua Dekad Meniti Usia and personal poetry anthologies Jam Meja and Lahar.
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2004 CAMBODIA S.E.A. WRITE AWARDEE
H.E. CHEY CHAP S
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H.E. Chey Chap was a secondary school teacher from 1959 — 1970 after which he spent the next five years

in the army as a Captain and a Commander. In 1985 he became a professor of the School of Pedagogy, and later became
Professor of the Royal University of Phnom Penh. In 1997 he was elected President of the Khmer Writers’ Association

(KWA).

H.E. Chey Chap is currently an Under Secretary of State for the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports,
and Chief Commission of the boy Scouts Association of Cambodia. Chey Chap was judged form series of poems

“To Talk about This and That”
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2004 INDONESIA S.E.A. WRITE AWARDEE
GUS TF SAKAI ( GUSTRAFIZAL BIN BUSTAMAM )
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Gus tf Sakai or Gus tf was born in 1965 in Payakumbuh where he completed his elementary, junior and senior
high school education. He then continued his studies at the faculty of Husbandry ( agriculture ), Andalas University,

Padang, where he graduated in 1994.

His creativity process had begun in his early childhood. In the sixth grade of his elementary school,
Gus tf Sakai won the first prize for prose writing competition. Since then his poetry and short stories have been
published in the mass media. The name of Gus tf Sakai was used consistently after he moved to Padang in 1985 when

he was committed to earn his living by writing.

In 1996, he came back to his hometown of Payakumbuh, and continued writing with his works being published
by many publishers and the mass media. In 2002 he was invited by the outstanding critic and poet Sapardi Djoko

Damono to join Puisi, a quarterly poetry journal, as an editor.
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2004 LAO S.E.A. WRITE AWARDEE
THONGBAY PHOTHISANE
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Thongbay Phothisane, well known in Laotian literary circles as a young writer by the Pen name of
“Kulabsavanh,” was born in 1960 in Savannakhet, province. After he finished high school in 1980, he started his

writing career as a journalist.

He is known for his poems we well as his short stories, and his works have been published widely in a variety
of journals and popular literary magazines in Laos, Thongbay Photisane won several prizes and many of his works have
earned him recognition in literary competitions organized by the Ministry of Information and Culture, Ministry of

Education and the Ministry of National Defense, as well as many other competitions on a national level.

To date, he has published three collections of short stories and poems, and has also co-published several
anthologies with other Laotian writers. The short story Heart’s Refuge was translated into English and published in a

collection titled Prize-Winning ASEAN Stories. 2001.

Thongbay Phothisane now works at the Ministry of Information and Culture, and is Director and Editor-in-
Chief of Vannasine ( a literature and arts magazine ). Moreover, he is also General Secretary of the Laos Writers’

Association.
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2004 MALAYSIA S.E.A. WRITE AWARDEE

ZURINAH HASSAN
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Zurinah Hassan was born in Bakar Bata, Alor Setar, Kedah and graduated from Universiti Sains Malaysia
(USM ), Penang, with a Bachelor of Arts degree in 1974. She then became a tutor at the Department of Malay studies,
University of Malaya, and later at Universiti Dains Malaysia. She later served the Department of Information until
her early retirement in 1997 to become a full-time writer. She was also a guest writer at The Academy for Malay

Civilization, at the National University of Malaysia in 1997 / 1998.

In 2001 Zurinah received her Masters degree from the Faculty of Modern Languages and Communication from
the University Putra Malaysia, and is now working on her Ph.D at the Academy of Malay Studies, University of
Malaya. Zurinah’s interest in writing began since her primary school days and many of her poems and pantuns have
appeared on radio as well as in newspapers and magazines. She is one of Malaysia’s women writers who have won
several literary prizes such as the National Literary Prize, First Prize-Short Story Competition with an Islamic theme,
Prime Minister’s Department ( 1984 ), Best article Writer, Seri Angkasa Award ( 1984 ), Utusan — Public Bank Prize
and Dewan Bahasa dan Pustaka-Maybank Prize, Besides writing poetry, Zurinah is also involoved with Gabungan
Penulis Nasional-Gapena ( Federation of National Writers Association ) and also helps to organize the National Day

Poetry Reading Competition.
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2004 PHILIPPINES S.E.A. WRITE AWARDEE Y
. 2
DR. CESAR RUIZ AQUINO e
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Born in Tangub, Misamis Occidental in 1942 to Judge Vicente Aquino and Fellcidad Ruiz, Cesar Ruiz
Aquino’s father passed away when the writer was less than a year old. He therefore grew in the care of his maternal
grandparents in Pagadian, Zamboanga del Sur, where he received his primary education at the Holy Child Academy and
at the age of ten, he joined his mother and stepfather in Zamboanga, Cesar Ruiz Aquino completed his high school from
Zamboanga AE College where he started writing poetry and his poems were published in the school’s publication
The Zamboanga Collegian. When he reached his second year in college, he wrote two stories that got accepted for
publication in the Philippine Graphic and the Free Press. The year was 1962, when the Silliman Writers Workshop in
Dumaguete began. Cesar Ruiz Aquino attended as one of the first fellows. In this workshop he met four of his lifelong

mentors, Ed and Edith Tiempo, Nick Joaquin, and Franz Arcellana.

He then continued his studies in Silliman and obtained a doctorate degree in literature as the milkennium
closed. Cesar Ruiz Aquino now lives in Dumaguete and teaches at Silliman. Apart from his mentor elders in art
and literature, he admits the influence on his writing from his coevals : Wilfredo Pascua Sanchez, Alfred A. Yuson, and

Erwin E. Castillo.
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2004 SINGAPORE S.E.A. WRITE AWARDEE
DR. SOON AI LING
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Dr. Soon Ai Ling was born and educated in Singapore where she graduated from the Chinese Department of
Nanyang University. She then taught Chinese language in a secondary school and at the Institute of Education in
Singapore for many years. Soon Ai Ling holds a PhD from the University of Hong Kong, and is currently teaching

Chinese language at the Hong Kong Institute of Education.

Her works of fiction, prose and fables have been widely anthologized, and can be found in the collections-
“Green Green the Willow Wind” ( 1988 ), “Ten Miles of Biluo Fragrance” ( 1989 ), and “The Jade Pin” ( 1990 ).
Some of her works have also been translated into English and Japanese. Soon Ai Ling has received various Writers’
Awards from Singapore, China and Taiwan. She finds that the value of human beings is the theme of her writings
where the reader will see his / her own self while reading, though there may be a difference in age. Soon Ai Ling

believes that what the reader focuses on is the same, and what she sees, is also what the reader sees.
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2004 THAI S.E.A. WRITE AWARDEE
REWAT PHANPIPAT
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A native of Samchook, Suphanburi, Rewat Phanpipat was born on November 9, 1966. After finishing
his secondary school, he went to work in the sugar cane fields. In 1983 while working as a farmer, he began to write
short stories and in 1989 he became interested in poetry and has been writing poetry ever since. His life has been full of
rich and varied experiences including being in the army, and also working in a shoe factory, at present he is managing

a friend’s orchard in Chandhaburi.

His favourite pastime is to lie in a hammock and look at the sky. A serious writer, he prefers to live a simple

and solitary life.

His published works include a collection of short stories- ‘“Meaningless Life”, collected poems titled
“River House”, “Phun Fon Pleang Nam” ( Thousand Rain, Water Song ) and the S.E.A. Write Award winning work,
“Mae Naam Rumruk” ( The Childhood Recollection ). Award winning work, “Mae Naam Rumruk” ( The Childhood

Recollection ).
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Do Chu was born in 1944 in Bac Giang province and began writing short stories in 1962. Over the years,
he became well known as a writer of short stories and essays. In 1965 he completed the Creative Writing Programme
which was organized by the Vietnamese Writers’ Association, and since 1975 he has worked for this association as a

member of the prose committee. In 2001 Do Chu won the National Literary Prize.
He was judged on one piece of his work- “The Bird on the Wave.”
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