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2008 Community Profile 

LOCATION 
The city of Santa Rosa is located in central 
Sonoma County, about 55 miles north of 
San Francisco.  Major access to Santa Rosa 
is from Highways 101 and 12. 

CLIMATE 
Santa Rosa has a Mediterranean climate, 
with moderate temperatures year round. 

Average temperatures: 

Average rainfall:  31 inches annually 

High Low 

Jan 58 40 
Mar 65 44 
Jun 80 52 
Sep 82 53 

AREA 
Santa Rosa contains 41.58 square miles.  Its 
Urban Growth Boundary includes 45 square 
miles.  The city is 167 feet above sea level. 

POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS 
2007 Population:  159,980 2020 Population:  195,300 (projected) 
Average Household Size:  2.50 persons Median Household Income:  $77,800 
Educational attainment: Gender:  Female - 51%   Male - 49% 
   High School Grad or above:  84% Median Age:  36 
   Bachelor’s Degree or above: 25% 
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    HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS 

Total housing units:  64,240 
Median Home Sales Price:  $410,000 
Average Rent 

Studio: $713 
One bedroom: $1,008 
Two bedroom: $1,113 

Owner occupied units:  58% 
Renter occupied units:  42% 

   GROWTH AND TRENDS 
1980 1990 2000 2020 

Santa Rosa Population   83,300 133,300 147,600 195,300 

Sonoma County Population 299,700 388,200 458,600     NA 

    Average Annual Growth Rate 1980 - 1990: 3.2%   Average Annual Growth Rate 1990 - 2000: 2.7% 

BUILDING PERMITS 

Housing Units by Type
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  New Commercial Square Footage 

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 
TOTAL 284,600 199,000 387,300 406,000 222,340 186,500 



    EMPLOYMENT 

Employed Santa Rosans by Job Type 
Management/Professional 24,762 
Sales 20,084 
Services 11,565 
Transportation 8,994 
Construction 6,461 
Farming 647 
TOTAL EMPLOYED RESIDENTS 72,513 

Employed Santa Rosans’ Place of Work 
Santa Rosa 58% 
Outside SR, in Sonoma County 33% 
Outside SR and Sonoma County   9% 

Unemployment rate:  5.2% 

EDUCATION 
Nine elementary school districts 
One high school district 
Elementary Schools:  34 
Middle Schools:  5 
High Schools:  6 
Various Private Schools 
Santa Rosa Junior College 
Empire College 
New College of California 
USF - North Bay Campus 

    TRANSPORTATION 
Airport Access 
Charles M. Schulz-Sonoma Co. Airport:  6 miles 
Oakland International Airport:  65 miles 
San Francisco International Airport: 60 miles 

Highways 
U.S. Highway 101 
State Highway 12 

Bus Transportation 
Santa Rosa CityBus 
Sonoma County Transit 
Golden Gate Transit 
Mendocino Transit Authority 
Greyhound Lines 

Rail 
AMTRAK bus to Martinez station 

UTILITIES 

Cable: 
Comcast 800-266-2278 

Electricity & Natural Gas: 
Pacific Gas & Electric 800-743-5000 

Garbage: 
North Bay Corporation 707-586-1478 

Sewer and Water: 
City of Santa Rosa 707-543-4200 

Telephone: 
AT&T California 800-288-2020 

                    Major Employers 
Agilent Technologies Medtronic Vascular 
Amy’s Kitchen Santa Rosa City Schools 
AT&T Santa Rosa Junior College 
City of Santa Rosa State of California 
County of Sonoma Sutter Medical Center 
JDS Uniphase 
Kaiser Permanente 



PARKS 

POINTS OF INTEREST 

Luther Burbank Home & Gardens 
    Santa Rosa and Sonoma Avenues 
Charles M. Schulz Museum 
    West Steele and Hardies Lane 
Sonoma County Museum 
    Seventh and B Streets 
Downtown and Railroad Square 
    Fourth Street and environs 
Santa Rosa Junior College Planetarium 
    Mendocino and Elliot Avenues 
Jesse Peter Memorial Museum 
    Mendocino and Elliot Avenues 
Eight Historic Preservation Districts 
    Surrounding Downtown 

MEDICAL FACILITIES 
Kaiser Foundation Hospital - 117 beds 
Santa Rosa Memorial Hospital - 209 beds 
Sutter Medical Center - 175 beds 
Sutter Warrack Hospital - 69 beds 

SHOPPING 

Coddingtown Mall - Guerneville Road 
     Gottschalk’s, Macy’s, JCPenney 
Downtown and Railroad Square 
     Antique and Specialty Shops 
Montgomery Village - Farmers Lane 
     Coldwater Creek, Talbot’s 
Santa Rosa Marketplace - Santa Rosa Ave 
     Best Buy, Costco, Target, Trader Joe’s 
Santa Rosa Plaza - B Street 
     Macy’s, Mervyn’s , Sears 
Santa Rosa Town Center - Santa Rosa Ave 
     Borders, Michael’s, Toys R Us 

 This brochure was developed by the City of Santa Rosa 
          Office of Advance Planning and Public Policy 

City Facilities 
51   Neighborhood Parks 185 acres 
8   Community Parks 158 acres 
4   Special Facilities   53 acres 

TOTAL 396 acres 

Regional Facilities 
Annadel State Park 4,913 acres 
Hood Mountain Regional Park 1,450 acres 
Spring Lake County Park    320 acres 
Howarth Community Park    152 acres 

TOTAL 6,835 acres 
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