
Biography  

FERNANDO HENRIQUE CARDOSO was President of the Federative Republic of Brazil for two 
successive mandates (from 01/01/1995 to 01/01/2003), winning both elections by an absolute 
majority. 

Among his current functions, Fernando Henrique Cardoso is Chairman of the Club of Madrid, co-
Chairman of .the Inter-American Dialogue, President of the United Nations Panel of Eminent 
Personalities on the relationship between the Organization and civil society and coordinator of the 
working group in charge of reviewing the process of Ibero-American Summits. He is also a member 
of the Board of Trustees of the Rockefeller Foundation, New York, and of the Institute for Advanced 
Study, Princeton. 

He was born on June 18, 1931, in Rio de Janeiro, he is married and has three children. 

Academic Background 

1968 Professor Catedrático (Helding the Chair), Political Science, University of São 
Paulo. 

1963 Livre-Docência, Sociology, University of São Paulo. 

1961  Ph.D., Sociology, University of São Paulo. 

1953  Master in Sociology, University of São Paulo. 

1952 Bachelor in Social Sciences, University of São Paulo. 

    

Political career 

1998 Re-elected President of the Federal Republic of Brazil, as the candidate of the 
alliance PSDB/PFL/PTB/PPB, by an absolute majority, with 35.936.918 votes 
(53,06%), on October 4th. 

1994 Elected President of the Federal Republic of Brazil, as the candidate of the alliance 
PSDB/PFL/PTB, by an absolute majority, with 34.377.198 votes (54,3%), on 
October 3th. 

1993/94 Minister of Finance, Government Itamar Franco, from May 1993 to March 1994. 

1992/93 Minister of Foreign Affairs, Government Itamar Franco, from October 1992 to May 
1993 

1988/92 Leader in the Senate of the PSDB. 

1988 Founding member of the Partido da Social Democracia Brasileira (PSDB). 

1987/88 Co-rapporteur of the Commission of Systematization of the Constituent Assembly.
Leader in the Senate of the Partido do Movimento Democrático Brasileiro (PMDB). 

1987 Rapporteur of Rules governing the Constituent Assembly. 

1986 Reelected as Senator for the State of São Paulo from the PMDB. 

1985/86 Leader nominated by the Government in the Congress. 

1985 Candidate from the PMDB for Mayor of São Paulo. 

1983/92 Active in several Special Commissions of the Senate: Education, Justice and 
Citizenship, Foreign Relations and Economic Affairs. 
One of the Members of the Brazil-Mexico Parliamentary Group. 



1983 Assumed post as Senator. 

1980 Founding member of the PMDB 

1978 Elected Senator (alternate) from the Movimento Democrático Brasileiro (MDB), for 
the State of São Paulo. 

    

Teaching Experience 

2003 “Fisher Family Distinguished International Fellow”, John F. Kennedy School of 
Government, Harvard University, Cambridge, USA  

  “Cultures of the South” Professor, Library of Congress, Washington, USA  

  Professor “at large”, Watson Institute for International Studies, Brown University, 
Providence, USA  

1981 Visiting Professor, University of California, Berkeley 

1980/81 Associate Study Director, École des Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales, Maison 
des Sciences de l'Homme, Paris 

1977 Visiting Professor, Institut d'Études sur le Développement Économique et Social 
(IEDES), University of Paris 

1976/77 Simon Bolivar Professor, University of Cambridge, England 

1972 Visiting Research Professor, Institute of Political Sciences, University of Stanford, 
USA 

1969/70 Guest professor, International Institute of Labour Studies (OIT), Sociology of Latin 
America, Mexico city (1969) and Genève (1970) 

1968/69 Full Professor, Political Science, University of São Paulo, Brazil 

1967/68 Professor, College of Sociology, University of Paris-Nanterre, France 

1966/67 Professor, College of Economics, University of Chile, Santiago, Chile 
Professor, College of Sociology, Sociology of Development and Social Theory, 
University of Chile, Santiago, Chile 

1965/67 Professor, Sociology of Development, (FLACSO), Santiago, Chile 

1965/66 Guest professor, Sociology of Development, (ILPES), (CEPAL), Buenos Aires 
(1965) and Mexico city (1966) 

1964/67 Professor, Sociology of Development, (ILPES) (CEPAL), Santiago, Chile 

1953/64 Assistant and Associate Professor of Sociology, University of São Paulo, Brazil 

    

Other Professional Experience 

1996  
Honorary Member, India International Centre, New-Delhi, India  

1991 Member of the Comissão de Cidadania e Reprodução, São Paulo, Brazil 

1990 Member of the New World Dialogue, World Resources Institute, Washington, USA 

1985 Member of the International Council of the Institute for European-Latin American 
Relations (IRELA), Madrid, Spain 

1984 Member of the Board, Vienna Institute for Development, Vienna, Austria 



Member of the Board, Aspen Institute Italia, Rome, Italy 
Member of theThird World Academy of Science (TWAS), Trieste, Italy 

1983/85 President of the Conselho Superior, Fundação Escola de Sociologia e Política of 
São Paulo, Brazil 
Member of the Board, Sociedade Brasileira para o Progresso da Ciência (SBPC), 
São Paulo, Brazil 

1983 Member of the Advisory Committee, Helen Kellog Institute for International 
Studies, University of Notre Dame, Indiana, USA 
Member of the International Committee of Advisors of the Centro Febbraio'74, 
Rome, Italy 

1982/86 President, International Sociological Association (ISA), Amsterdam, Netherlands 
Member of the Board, Communications for Development (CODEV), Valeta, Malta 

1982 Member of the Board, Instituto José Maria Luis Mora, México 
Member of the Inter-American Dialogue, Washington, USA 

1981 Member of the Scientific Committee, Centro Gino Germani di Studi Comparati 
sulla Modernizzazione e lo Sviluppo, Rome, Italy 

1981/82 Co-Chairman, International Foundation for Development Alternatives (IFDA), 
Nyon, Switzerland 

1981 Founding Member, World Association for International Relations, Athens, Greece 

1980/82 President, Centro Brasileiro de Análise e Planejamento (CEBRAP), São Paulo, 
Brazil 

1978/82 Vice-President, International Sociological Association (ISA), Ottawa, Canada 

1977/82 Member of the Board, Academic Council, Latin American Program, The Wilson 
Center, Washington, USA 

1976 Member of the Board, Corporación de Investigaciones Económicas para 
Latinoamerica (CIEPLAN), Santiago, Chile 

1975 Member of the Board, Centro de Estudios de Estado y Sociedad (CEDES), 
Buenos Aires, Argentina 

1973/76 Member of the Board, Joint Committee on Latin American Studies, Social Science 
Research Council (SSRC), American Council of Learned Societies (ACLS), New 
York, USA 

1973/75 Member, Programa de Investigaciones Sociales sobre Problemas de Población 
relevantes para Políticas de Población en América Latina (PISPAL), CLACSO, El 
Colégio de México 

1971 Member of the Board, Facultad Latinoamericana de Ciencias Sociales (FLACSO), 
Santiago, Chile 
Member of the Board, Consejo Latinoamericano de Ciencias Sociales (CLACSO), 
Buenos Aires, Argentina 

1969/82 Senior Researcher, Centro Brasileiro de Análise e Planejamento (CEBRAP), São 
Paulo, Brazil 

1969 Founding member of the Centro Brasileiro de Análise e Planejamento (CEBRAP), 
São Paulo, Brazil 

1968/69 Director, College of Social Sciences, University of São Paulo, Brazil 

1964/67 Deputy Director, Social Development Division, Latin American Institute for 
Economic and Social Planning, United Nations, Santiago, Chile 



1962/64 Director, Centro de Sociologia Industrial e do Trabalho (CESIT), University of São 
Paulo, Brazil 

Press Activities 
Starting in the sixties, Mr. Cardoso wrote frequently in the most important Brazilian newspapers and 
periodicals, and was a weekly columnist of Folha de S. Paulo along the eighties. 

 
Membership in Editorial Boards 
Amérique Latine, CETRAL, Paris, France, Correspondent 
Cadernos de Opinião, Editora Paz e Terra, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, Editorial Advisory Board 
Comparative Political Studies, California, USA, Editorial Advisory Board 
Comparative Sociology, Hyogo-Ken, Japan e Stanford, USA, Editorial Advisory Board 
Dados, IUPERJ, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, Editorial Advisory Board 
Development and Change, Institute of Social Studies, The Hague, Netherlands, Board of Editors 
Editora Paz e Terra, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, Editorial Advisory Board 
El Socialismo del Futuro - Revista de Debate Político, Fundación Sistema, Madrid, Spain, Editors 
Committee 
Estudios CIEPLAN, Santiago, Chile, Editorial Advisory Board 
International Review of Sociology, Northern Illinois University, USA, Editorial Advisory Board 
Los Cuadernos Brasileños - Casa do Brasil, Madrid, Spain, Board of Editors 
Pensamiento Iberoamericano. Revista de Economía Política, Astúrias, Spain, Editorial Advisory 
Board 
Quality of Working Life Journals, Patrington, United Kingdom, Editorial Advisory Board 
Revista Brasileira de Ciência Política, Brasília, Brazil, Consultive Board 
Revista Latinoamericana de Sociologia, FLACSO, Santiago, Chile, Board of Editors 
Revista Paraguaya de Sociología, Asunción, Paraguay, Editorial Advisory Board 
Revista do Pensamento Brasileiro, Salvador, Brazil, Editorial Advisory Board 
Revista Sociedad y Desarrollo, Santiago, Chile, Board of Editors 
Revue Internationale de Sociologie - International Review of Sociology, Rome, Italy, Committee of 
Honour 
Scandinavian Journal of Development Alternatives, Stockholm, Sweden, International Editorial 
Board 
Series "Class, State, and Development", Sage and Rutgers University, New Jersey, USA, Board of 
Editors 
Series "Corpo e Alma do Brasil", DIFEL, São Paulo, Brazil, Editorial Director 
Series "Encontros com a Civilização Brasileira", Civilização Brasileira, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 
Editorial Advisory Board 
Series "Studies in Comparative International Development", organized by Irving L.Horowitz, 
St.Louis, USA, Board of Editors 
Sociological Perspectives, West Bengal, India, Guest Editor 
Stato e Mercato, Bologna, Italy, International Committee 
Trimestre Político, Fondo de Cultura Económica, México, Board of Editors 

 
Membership in Scientific Associations 
ABA - Brazilian Association of Anthropology 
ASESP - Brazilian Association of the São Paulo State Sociologists 
ICSSD - Comité International pour l'Information et la Documentation en Sciences Sociales 
IIRA - International Industrial Relations Association 
IPSA - International Association of Political Science 
ISA - International Sociological Association 
SBPC - Brazilian Society for the Progress of the Science 
SBS - Brazilian Society of Sociology 

 
Translation 



MONTESQUIEU - L'Esprit des Lois : O Espírito das Leis. São Paulo, Difusão Européia do Livro, 
1962 (v.1, in collaboration with Leôncio Martins Rodrigues) 

Brazilian Awards and Honors 

2002 Order "Mérito da Defesa" (Grand Cross) (09/18) 
Medal "Mérito do Ministério Público", Brasília, DF (08/15) 
Order "Mérito Industrial", National Federation of Industry (08/14) 
Medal "Visconde de Mauá", Comercial Association of Rio de Janeiro (07/09) 

2001 Order “Mérito Tocantins” (Grand Cross) (10/05) 

2000 Order “Mérito Brasília”(Collar) (04/26) 
Order “Mérito do Ministério Público Militar” (Grand Cross) (02/16) 

1999 Medal JK - Order “Mérito do Transporte Brasileiro” (Grand Cross) (12/14) 
Order “Estrela do Acre” (Grand Cross) (08/20) 

1998  Order “Mérito Grão Pará” (Collar) (06/12) 
Order “Mérito do Xingu” (Collar)(06/12) 
Medal “Cel. Esperidião Rodrigues” (02/14) 
Honorary Member of the Brazilian Academy of Political Science (02/12) 

1997  Order “Mérito Pantaneiro” (Grand Cross) (11/13) 
Medal “Mérito da Justiça Eleitoral” of Rio de Janeiro (10/21) 
“Palmas Acadêmicas” (Brazilian Academy of Letters) 07/20) 

1996 Medal “Mérito Santos Dumont” (Collar) (10/24) 
Medal “Vitória” (06/21) 
Medal “Academia Nacional de Medicina” (04/12) 
Medal “Mérito Bárbara de Alencar” (03/30) 

1995 Order “Mérito Judiciário Militar” (Grand Cross) (10/31) 
Order “Mérito Científico” (Grand Cross) (10/13) 
Medal “Cruz de Ferro” (FEB) (08/17) 
Order “Mérito Judiciário do Trabalho” (Collar) (06/22) 

1993 Order “Mérito Judiciário do Trabalho” (Grand Cross) (06/29) 
Order “Mérito Brasília” (Grand Cross) (04/21) 
Order “Mérito Forças Armadas” (Grand Cross) (02/11) 
Order “Rio Branco” (Grand Cross) (01/21) 

1992 Order “Mérito Militar” (Grand Cross) (23/11) 
Order “Mérito Naval” (Grand Cross) (10/13) 
Ordem “Mérito Aeronáutico” (Grand Cross) (10/05) 

1991 Order “Mérito", State of Tocantins (Grand Officer) (09/03) 
Elected Professor Emeritus of the University of São Paulo. 

1987 Order “Mérito do Congresso Nacional” (Grand Officer) (12/17) 
Order “Mérito Aeronáutico" (Grand Officer) (09/01) 
Order “Mérito Educativo" (Grand Officer) (06/13) 
Order “Rio Branco”, Itamaraty (Grand Officer) (05/07) 
Order “Mérito Naval" (Grand Officer) (05/06) 
Order “Mérito Brasília” (Grand Officer) (04/21) 

1985 Medal “Anchieta", City Council, São Paulo (08/27). 
Medal "Mérito Tamandaré"(06/11). 
Order “Mérito Judiciário do Trabalho” (Grand Officer) (10/06) 
Medal “Brigadeiro Tobias”, Military Police, State of São Paulo 
Order “Mérito Forças Armadas” (Grand Officer) 
Order “Mérito Militar” (Grand Officer) 



National Order “Mérito” (Grand Cross) 

  

Foreign Awards and Honors 

2003 J. William Fulbright for International Understanding, Washington, Estados Unidos 
(02/10) 

2002 Military Order of "Torre e Espada", Portugal (Grand Cross) (11/11) 
Medal, University of Technology of Peru, Peru (09/23) 
Honorary Doctor of Law, University of Salamanca, Spain (05/18) 
Honorary Doctor of Law, University of Konstantin Filozof, Nitra, Slovaquia (02/27) 
Honorary Doctor of Law, Moscow Academy, University of Moscow, Russia (02/26)
Order “White Eagle”, Poland (Collar) (02/21) 

2001 Honorary Doctor of Law, Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Israel (awarded in São 
Paulo on 11/18) 
National Order “Mérito”, Equador (Collar) (10/01) 
Honorary Doctor of Law, Facultad Latinoamericana de Ciências Sociales - 
FLACSO, Quito, Equador (01/10) 
Order “Congreso Nacional de la República del Ecuador”, Equador (09/28) 
Order “General Rumiñahui”, Province of Pichincha, Equador (09/12) 
Order of Manuel Amador Guerrero, Panamá (Collar) (08/08) 
Order of the Double White Cross I. Class, Slovakia (Grand Cross)(07/10) 

2000 Order King Abdul Aziz, Saudi Arabia (Collar) (09/18) 
National Order “Steaua României”, Roumania (Collar) (07/17) 
Award “Príncipe das Astúrias de Cooperación Internacional 2000”, Spain (06/14) 
Award “Mérite”, Association des Comités Nationaux Olympiques (05/24)  
Gold Medal, Câmara Municipal de Santarém, Portugal (04/22) 
National Order “Juan Mora Fernández”, Costa Rica (Grand Cross) (04/04)  
Order “Francisco de Miranda”, Venezuela (Grand Cross) (03/29) 
Order “Condor de los Andes”, Bolivia (Collar) (03/15) 
Order “Infante D. Henrique”, Portugal (Collar) (03/07) 

1999 Order of the Elephant, Denmark (Grand Cross) (05/03) 
Order “Al Mérito por Servicios Distinguidos”, Peru (Special Grand Cross) (04/16) 
1998 Medal, Rotarian Foundation, International Rotary (09/02) 
Gold Medal, “Camara de los Deputados”, Spain (07/23) 
Gold Medal "Americas Society", USA (06/08) 
“Certificado ao Mérito”, Brazilian and Chilean Circle of Latin American Integration 
(05/20) 
Award “Felipe Herrera Lane”, Santiago, Chile (04/19) 
Order “Isabel la Católica”, Spain (Grand Cross and Collar) (04/17) 
Gold Medal, Galicia, Spain (03/20) 
1997 Honorary Doctor of Law, University of Cambridge, England (12/04) 
Honorary Doctor of Science (Economics), University of London, London School of 
Economics and Political Science (12/03) 
Order of the Bath, England (Grand Cross and Collar) (12/02) 
Order “Merito da Câmara dos Deputados”, Chile (10/01) 
Order “Militar de Santiago da Espada”, Portugal (Collar) (09/06) 
Order of Lebanon (Extraordinary Degree) (09/02) 
Medal “Amilcar Cabral”, Guinea Bissau (07/08) 
Honorary Doctor of Law, Soka University, Japan (05/22) 
Interamerican Award of Leadership, Fundación Pan Americana de Desarrollo de la 
Organización de los Estados Americanos, Washington, D.C. (04/25) 
The Great Magyar Order, Hungary (Grand Cross) (04/03) 
The Order of White Rose, Finland (Grand-Cross and Collar) (02/24) 
“Equitem Torquatum Ordinis Piani”, Holy See, (Collar) (02/14) 



Honorary Doctor of Political Science, University of Bologna, Italy (02/13) 

1996 The Order of Good Hope (Republic of South Africa) (Grand Cross) (11/26) 
The Grand Order of Mugunghwa (Coréia) (Collar) (09/11) 
Soka Gakkai International, Peace and Culture Award (09/10) 
Order “Nacional del Mérito”, Paraguay (Collar Mariscal Francisco Solano Lopez) 
(06/26) 
Medal “Chancellerie des Universités de Paris”, France (05/29) 
“ Légion d'Honneur", France (Grand Cross) (05/28) 
Honorary Doctor of Laws, University Lumière Lyon 2, France (05/19) 
Order “Libertador San Martin”, Argentina (Collar) (04/08) 
Honorary Doctor of Laws, University Sofia, Japan (03/14) 
Chrysanthemum Order, Japan (Grand-Cross) (03/13) 
Order “El Sol del Perú”, Peru (Grand Cross) (02/26) 
Order “Aguila Azteca”, Mexico (Collar) (02/19) 
Honorary Order “Estrela Amarela”, Suriname (Collar) (01/10) 

1995 “Darjah Utama Seri Makhota Negara”, Malaysia (Collar) (12/18) 
Order of Prince Iaroslav, “The Wise”, Ucrania (Collar) (11/25) 
Medal “Rotary Internacional” (09/25) 
Honorary Doctor of Laws, Free University of Berlin, Germany (09/20) 
Order of the Federal Republic of Germany (Grand Cross) (09/18) 
Honorary Doctor of Laws, University of Porto, Portugal (07/22) 
Order “Liberdade”, Portugal (Collar) (07/19) 
Honorary Doctor of Laws, University of Coimbra, Portugal (07/11) 
Honorary Doctor of Laws, Central University of Venezuela, Caracas, Venezuela 
(07/05) 
Order “Libertador”, Venezuela (Collar) (07/04) 
Order “Mérito”, Italy (Grand-Cross and Collar) (06/26) 
Order “Cavaliere di Gran Croce”, Italy (Grand Collar) (06/24) 
Medal of the Republic, Uruguay (06/20) 
Medal “Lions Club Internacional” (05/23) 
Order “Mérito”, Chile (Collar) (03/02) 
Order of the Polish Republic, Poland (Grand Cross) (02/20) 

1993 National Order “Mérito”, Equador (Grand Cross) (04/29) 
Order of Boyacá, Colombia (Grand Cross) (04/01) 
Order “Mérito”, Chile (Grand Cross) (03/08) 

1992 Honorary Doctor of Laws, University of Chile, (03/25) 

1991 Honorary Doctor of Laws, University of Notre Dame, South Bend, Indiana, USA 

1987 Order “Mérito”, Portugal (Grand Cross) 
Elected Member of the Association Internationale Maison d'Auguste Comte, 
France 

1985 “Légion d'Honneur", France (Chevalier) 

1984  Order “Aguila Azteca”, México (Collar) (02/19). 
Elected "Foreign Member", American Academy of Arts and Sciences, Cambridge, 
USA. 

1983 “Palmes Académiques”, France (Officer) 

1981 Invited Professor, Collège de France, Paris 

1978 Honorary Doctor of Laws, Rutgers University, New Brunswick, New Jersey, USA 

1975/76 Visiting Member, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, New Jersey, USA 
 


