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IN CONFIDENCE

CHIMPANZEES

Some further information that may assist in decision making
has been gained by discussion with Dr Rosalind Ridley.

She says that careful study of Gajdusek‘s work shows no
increased susceptibility of chimpanzees over New World Monkeys
such as Squirrel Monkeys. She does not think it would tell
you anything about the susceptibility to man. Also Gajdusek
did not, she believes, challenge chimpanzees with scrapie as
severely as we did pigs arnd we know little of that source of

- scrapie. Comparisons would be difficult. She also would not
expect the Home Office to sanction such experiments here
unless there was a Very clear and important objective that
would be important for human health protection. She doubted
such a case could be made. Tf this is the case she thought it
would be unethical to do an experiment abroad because we could
not do it in our own country.

Retrospectively she feels they should have put up more
marmosets than they did. They all remain healthy. They would
normally regard the transmission as negative if no disease
resulted in five years. :

We are not being asked for a decision but I think that before
. we made one we should gain as much knowledge as we can. If we
decided to proceed we would have to bear any criticisms for
many years if there was an adverse view by scientists or
media. This should not be undertaken lightly. There is
already some adverse comment here, I gather, on the pig
experiment though that will subside. '

The Gibbs' (as distinct from Schellekers') study is somewhat
different. We are merely supplying material for comparative
studies in a laboratory with the greatest experience of human
SEs in the world and it has been sanctioned by USDA (though we
do not know for certain yet if chimpanzees specifically will
be used). This would keep it at a lower profile than if we
conducted such an experiment in the UK or Europe.
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