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(Time not provided)

CHAI RWOVAN ESFANDI ARl :  Good nor ni ng.
|’ m Hal eh Esfandiari, the Director of the Mddle
East Program at the Wodrow W1 son | nternational
Center for Schol ars.

We have a tradition of co-sponsoring
meetings with different prograns at the United
States Institute for Peace. And we are delighted
to co-sponsor this neeting wwth the Muslin Wrld
Initiative at USIP.

It’s a pleasure as always to work with
my old friend and col | eague, Dan Brunberg.

The topic today is very interesting and
tinmely, “What Makes Zarqgaw Tick?” And we coul dn’t
find a better speaker than Dr. G|l es Kepel, whose
book on, | just look at it, Al-Qaeda Dans | e Texte,
was published a few nonths ago in Paris.

Dr. Kepel wll speak maybe for 15-20
m nutes and then we will have Dan Brunberg and Dan
Byman commenti ng.

A brief introduction of our speakers so
in order not to interrupt the flow of discussion.

Dr. Kepel is the Director of the Mddle
East Mediterranean Program at the Sciences-Po in
Paris. And he’'s a | eading expert and author on the
Islamc Wrld. He holds degrees in Arabic,

Engl i sh, and phil osophy and a doctorate in
soci ol ogy and political science.

In the 1990's, he was a Visiting
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Prof essor both at New York University and at

Col unmbi a University. And he has a nunber of books,
i ncluding Jihad: The Trial of Political |slamand

The Var for Muslim M nds |slam and the West. You

can’t be a student of Islamand not having read al

of his books.

The two commentators, |'Il start first
with Dan Brunberg, who is an Associate Professor in
t he Departnent of Governnment at Georget own
Uni versity, and a Special Advisor to the Miuslim
Wrld Initiative at USIP.

Hi s areas of expertise include
conparative politics in the Islamc Wrld, Third
World Political Devel opnent, and the sociol ogy of
| deol ogy. He too is the author of a great nunber
of publications, articles, and also a book. Hi's
| ast book was Rei nventing Khoneini: The Struggle
for Reformin Iran.

As soneone who is quite famliar with
books witten on Iran, this | can say is one of the
best books that was published in the |ast few
years.

MR. BRUMBERG Hal eh, you nust
conplinment nore frequently.

(Laughter.)

CHAI RWOVAN ESFANDI ARl : | usual |y am not

so conplimentary. You can ask my col | eagues here.
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(Laughter.)

CHAl RAMOVAN ESFANDI ARI : Dr. Dan Bynan,
who is also going to cooment on what G || es Kepel
wll say, is Associate Professor and Director of
Security Studies Programat the Center for Peace,
and Security Studies at Georgetown University,
Ednmund Wal sh School for Foreign Service.

He's al so a nonresident Senior Fell ow
with the Saban Center for the Mddle East Policy at
the Brookings Institution. He has served as a
Prof essional Staff Menber with both the Nati onal
Comm ssion on Terrorist Attacks on the United
States, better known as the 9/11 Conm ssion. And
the Joint 9/11 Inquiry Staff of the House and
Senate Intelligence Commttee.

Dan Bynman has al so worked as the
Research Director of the Center for M ddl e East
Public Policy at RAND Corporation. And anong his
publications are his |atest book Deadly Dynam cs:

St ates that Sponsor Terrorism which was rel eased

in 2/05.

Glles Kepel, the floor is yours.

MR. KEPEL: Thank you very nuch Hal eh,
and thank you for inviting ne. |I'mfeeling a

little enbarrassed and threatened to be speaking
between the two Dans. So | don’t know what this --

Il try to do ny best.
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| was sort of a bewondernent when |
di scovered the title Dan had chosen for ne, “What
Makes Zarqawi Tick?” because | didn't really have a
clear idea of what “tick” meant in colloquial
American. So, he had to sort of send ne a | ong
tafsir. And we’ll see if it works or not.

So, | guess that one of the very
interesting things that one can understand about
Abu Musab al -Zargaw is that wwth him in a way, we
have reached sort of a long awaited for desire from
the al - Qaeda | eadership to find sonmeone who woul d
nobi | i ze the masses.

And if you read back into what |
consider is the sort of festoon or what is to be
done of the al-Qaeda novenent. Ayman al-Zawahiri’s
bookl et “Kni ghts Under the Prophet’s Banner,” or in
Arabic, “Fursan Taht Rayat Al -Nabi,” published in
excerpts by Asharq Al -Awsat, the English — the
Arabi ¢ | anguage, British-based, London-based
newspaper in the end of 2001.

Then you have the — the statenent of
anxiety of political anxiety in al-Zawahiri’s
declarations. | nmean, we the Vanguards have been
unabl e to nobilize the masses of the "umma tajij
j amahir al -umma (phonetic).

We are the rightful Vanguard. The

masses are afraid. They do not understand us. And
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this is why we failed. This is why we failed in
the 1990's in Egypt, in Algeria, in Bosnia, in
Kashm r, Chechnya, what have you.

So we have to find a device in order to
nobi | i ze the masses. And this device, was but
9/11, i.e., using the nedia to produce sone sort of
a spectacular, by all neans spectacul ar, shockwave
that woul d then convince the nasses that the eneny
was weak.

And not only the nearby eneny, al-‘Adu
al-Qarib, i.e., the -- the powers that be in the
Musl i mworl d, but nore so the faraway eneny, al-
“Adu al-Ba'id, i.e., the US., who is the backer of
the | ocal regines.

And by sort of exposing the Achilles’
heel of the faraway eneny, then al-Zawahiri
bel i eved, then the masses woul d suddenly di scover
that there was no need to be afraid. And that they
could join the ranks of the Vanguards and join the
ranks of jihad and topple the powers that be.

As you all know, this is not exactly
what happened after 9/11. And al - Qaeda, whatever
we call al -Qaeda, but we have no time and ni ne
mnutes | have left to define al-Qaeda at |ength.
Al - Qaeda was unable to sort of develop from
Vanguard’s terrorists martyrdom operati on group

into mass novenent or into a novenent that woul d
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nobi | i ze the nmasses.

And they were conpelled in order to
show that they were still in existence, to perform
all those copycat bonmbings in 2002, 2003, 2004, up
to 2005, and lastly the London bonbings of this
| ast sunmer.

This did not — did not |ead anywhere
interms of the — of a goal that was sought after,
i.e., the nobilization of the nmasses and the
toppling of the powers that be.

Only inlraq did it finally happen.
Only inlraq after U.S. and allied invasion and the
toppling of the Saddamreginme in the spring of
2003. Wiere Abu-Misab al -Zargawi and his group
managed to join forces with Sunni insurgents.

And in a way this joining of forces was
after a while defined or clainmed as the work of al -
Qaeda. Al -Qaeda, which for that occasion took the
sort of new nane of the |local branch, if you w sh,
the | ocal franchise, took the nane of Qaeda al -
jihad fi bilad al-rafidain, i.e., literally
transl ated, the base for jihad in the country of
the two rivers of Mesopotam a

And Zargawi had a life before Iraq as
you know. He was born in Jordan. H's nane is not
Zarqgawi, it’'s his pseudo. And related to the city

of Zarga fromwhich he is originally. And he had
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fought in Afghanistan already during the first
Af ghan Ji had wars.

Then canme back to Jordan. Was put in
jail. Got very close to a very inportant advocate
for jihad who's under sem -liberty in Jordan
cal |l ed, Abu Muhanmad Maqdi ssi, who is a very useful
person because he is the sort of internet
encycl opedi a of ji had.

| mean his website is the place where
you go to see whether a jihad text is, if | nmay say
so, kosher or not, because if it's on
wwwv. t owel head. ws, it’s culture (inaudible). If
not, you shoul d have doubts.

And Abu Muhammad Maqdi ssi is probably
t he person who was the nost influential on Zargaw ,
because Zarqgawi hinself is not ideol ogued by any
means. His — he probably reads and wites a
l[ittle, but he definitely hasn't witten the texts
t hat he has si gned.

The text he signed and one of the nost
fanobus of themis the one that was found on -- by
Kurdi sh sol diers, or Peshnergas, on one of his
envoys in early 2004, exposing his strategy of
attacki ng Shias, was nost probably witten by
anot her intellectual who was close to him who was
killed on Septenber 2004 on an attack on the

i nfanous Abu- Ghrai b prison, Abu-Anestshemn
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(phonetic).

So, it so happened that after he was
freed fromjail in Jordan while on the occasion of
Ki ng Abdul l ah’s com ng to power, who had a general
amesty for prisoners. Zargaw then went back to
Af ghani stan, and to — lately to Iraq, through the
Kur di sh (i naudi ble) Islam groups, where he finally
joined forces after the — after the invasion of
spring 2003 with — wth the Sunni insurgents.

As | said, there you have the first
opportunity for al-Qaeda to be grounded on a turf,
i.e., not to plan bonbings, or executions, or
what ever, through a little group of people who are
either planted in a country or who cone and | eave.
But, really to sort of achieve this goal that
Zawahiri has indicated, i.e., nobilize the masses
by virtue of exanple.

Mobilize the nmasses so that they wll
topple. The unjust state or the unjust ruler or
the enmpire’s powers that be, or what have you

And this is very different, if | my
so, fromthe situation in Pal estine, where in
Pal estine you al so had a nunber of suicide bonbi ngs
that were carried by religious groups, Hanas,
| slami ¢ Ji had, and al so by other groups, bi-secular
groups. But, never ever was al-Qaeda able to set a

tone into the Islamc -- Palestinian Israeli Jihad
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process.

| mean this was kept, this was a
process that was kept under control by the | ocal
I sl am ¢ and non-1slam c novenents. And they
definitely did not want to be hostage to the vested
interests of the al-Qaeda | eadership.

And this sonething we can -— we can
di scuss later of course, which has lead in a way to
the transformation of violent operations into the
voting of Hamas into parlianment |asting.

In lraq it’'s quite different. Then
Sunni insurgents needed the al -Qaeda activists and
vice versa. And this created the sort of the first
pl ace where you had a bl end between the two. But
this blend is — is initself a problem

It is a problem because in a way when
you look at it from-—- froma distance, or when you
— you look at it say in 2004 when it sort of
started, |l ooks like the al-Qaeda guys were able to
sort of sell their propaganda and their well view
to the — to the local Sunnis.

And that’s the reason they — they were
so popular and so well entrenched particularly in
Fal | uyjah was that they were the unconprom sing
adversaries of the US mlitary in U S
occupation. And not only did they rely on |ocal

forces, but they also created the new magnet for
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jihad in the area.

| rag now bei ng what Afghani stan was in
the 1980's, if you wi sh, where you have young
people fromthe Arab world going usually through
Syria or through Saudi Arabia, at tines through
Jordan, and Kuwait, so, rarely through Iran, to
Irag in order to die there.

And in France anong ot her places, the
police have arrested a nunber of kids from Paris,
fromNorth African origin, who were volunteers for
Irag. At least two were reported dead in suicide
oper ati ons.

Plus, there was this fanmous story in
Europe of this Belgian young lady. A former drug
addi ct, and soneone who sold cakes in a bakery, who
was Bel gi an-born, converted to Islam And finally
wi t h her husband, her husband drove a Mercedes al
from Shal awa (phonetic) to Baghdad to bl ow the
Mercedes up in front of the U S. conbine.

So, this has created this new — new
field for jihad, a magnet for Jihad in the area.
In a way, it is sonething that plays the sanme role
as Afghanistan in 1980.

For instance, when we think of Saudi
Arabi a, one of the reasons for which the
casual ties, the nunber of casualties in Saudi

Arabia went down significantly over the |last two
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years, was not only that the Saudi police was
finally able to track down a nunber of insurgents,
but also that they were all sent to Irag.

Just like, you know, Afghanistan in the
ol d days was the place where activists from
Al geria, from Egypt, and from other places were
sent with the blessing of the police. You know, go
there and get |ost, blow yourself up, and die for a
lie, if you wish. But, you know, get out of the
way.

And -- but, the difference of course,
is that in — in the old days of Afghanistan, jihad
was bl essed by the U S., where as this is an untied
US jihad. O is it?

Because there was a price to pay for
Zargawi 's alliance with the Sunni insurgents. And
this price was that the targets were not only the
Americans or the infidels, or the — or the
Enpire’s rulers, but also and nmainly, if we can
judge in terns of the nunber of people killed,
fellowlraqi's, the so-called heretics, Rafidah, or
Shias. Rafidah in Zargaw s vocabul ary.

And one very significant contribution,
original contribution of Zargawi’s to the al-Qaeda
pros as we sort of showed in this — in this reader
of al -Qaeda, which we published in French,

sonet hing that the neocons will decide is another
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proof that the fact French are on the wong side.

The — sonmething which is very clear is
t hat nowhere neither in " Abd al-‘Azzamis texts
nor in Zawahiri’s, nor in (inaudible) text, is
there any reference made to the Shias, and they are
not interested init. |It’s not part of their
goal s.

Whereas, Zarqawi's text, are obsessed
with Shias or the fact that Shias are traders.
They are stooges of the Americans, friends of the
Jews, and that they should be killed first and
forenpst. And that they are the nost dangerous
people in the world. And that |slam cannot succeed
unl ess Shi as are exterm nat ed.

Now, this is okay when you are, you
know, part in parcel of the groups of Sunn
i nsurgents who are interested in having the biggest
share of power at the end of the day in the U S -
or in the post-U. S. Iraqi governnent.

And the nore you put pressure on the
Shias, the nore you kill them then they wll
finally yield and give the Sunnis, | don’t know,
one-third, or one-tenth, or one-fourth, or one-
hal f, of — of oil and of power whenever oil flows
back into Iraq.

But, in the neantine, this is sonething

that is detrinmental to al-Qaeda’s nessage, because
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in away in doing so, Zarqawi has becone a tool in
the hands of Sunni, Iraqgi Sunnis, and it’'s just
doing their politics. He just a killer for hire,
but he has forgotten the sort of universal

obj ectives or goals of al-Qaeda, which is gl obal

jihad. If I may say so, Zawahiri is the Trotsky of
al - Qaeda, but you know, it’s jihad in — in the
wor | d.

Whereas, Zarqawi is sort of lowtines
Stalin of jihad in one country. And this jihad in
one country is also sonething which — which
becones hostage, there again of the -— of the
vested interest in the Sunnis.

So, he has his mass nobilization,
jamahir al -unma. You know, but neverthel ess, the
problemis that it’s not for the right cause. And
t hat expl ains why you had this letter that
(i naudi bl ) published and from Zawahiri to Zarqgaw
there were controversies on whether this letter was
aut hentic or not.

| nmean, knowing to sone extent al-

Zawahiri, | would tend to say that it sounds |ike
it. As the Italian -- senori averi el bento
trovato (phonetic), it’s well — it’s well crafted.

Congratulations to (inaudible) if they did it.
But, it |looks true. And then Zarqgaw

attacks himon that. And says, you know, stop this
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fuss with the Shias. Because instead of pursuing
uni versal jihad, you're into fitna. You' re into
sedition. You're intoin terns in fighting between
Muslinms. And this is not going to lead to our
success. This is going to lead to another failure.
And what’'s this business wth
beheadi ngs on webcam You think this going to —-
to give us publicity, but this is too much. You
know, on the contrary, this is frightening people
and we | ook |ike nonsters. W don’t look |ike the
rightful Vanguard. And it’s extrenely bad. And

actually the tel evised execution stopped after --

in 2005.

So, in away Zargaw is at a crossroads
and the Zargaw , whatever Zargaw neans, | nean the
Zargawi neaning in this case the — the al-Qaeda

operatives in Irag.

As you -— as you all know and
definitely much better than | do, there was an
attenpt for an approachnent between Sunnis and
Anerican authorities, and Anbassador Khalilzad and
ot hers have been very clear on that. And Miuslim
Brot hers, Sunni MuslimBrothers, in Iraq who are
wel conmed to take parts in the -- electoral process
that led to the -— to the parlianentary el ections.

And that was an attenpt by — by the

US to sort of bring back the Sunnis into the
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folds. And to try to cut the Sunni, the good
fighting Sunni elenents fromthe bad Zargaw
activists. This was of course sonething that woul d
becone extrenely dangerous for — for the Zargaw
guys. Because it would cut their — their mass
space in a way.
And it would also play into what is al-
(aeda’s nightmare. That is to say that once again,
the MuslimBrothers, those pretors in the bl ood of
martyrs, | mean, it’s not nme of course, it’'s
Zawahi ri speaking, are going to get an upper hand.
And it was not |ost on Zawahiri how
favorably the U S. press covered the good
denocratic MuslimBrothers who were candidates in
Egypt against the corrupt elenents of the regine.
And, you know, you had an infuriated
reaction from Zawahiri to the Miuslim Brothers’
victory in Egypt, or victory wherever they were
candi dates. Also, a very violent attack on Hanas
recently. And the sanme was true with — with Iraq
So, to — to Zawahiri these politics
are going to lead the MuslimBrothers, his
archenemes, to sort of reap the benefits of the
jihad that the radicals have — have inpl enented,
which is one of the — one of the dangers that he
sees and that he wants to avoid at all costs.

So, due to — to this — this problem
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in the after the elections, after the participation
of Sunnis in the elections, then you had the — the
| ast episode with which I wll conclude, because I
see Hal eh and Dan | ooking at — |ooking at ne with
anxi ety.

CHAl RWOVAN ESFANDI ARl : | woul d have
sent you a note. Go ahead you have tine.

MR. KEPEL: Ckay. |’'Ill concl ude.

That lead to the destruction of the
Samarra Donme on the 22" of |ast nonth.

The — which is sonmething — which is a
maj or — a mjor attack on the sanctity of Shias.
And the — the destruction of the dome was
sonet hi ng that unl eashed Shia forces. And that |ed
to those massacres, which are, if it’'s not a civil
war, it looks like it. \Were every night you find
tens of Shias who were killed at randomin a pl ace
and the other night you have tens of Sunnis, and so
on, and so forth.

Somet hi ng which i s making the
possibility of a coalition governnent even nore
renot e because Sunnis, there again, are not wlling
to get into that.

And, now to what extent is this finally
a victory or not for — or a tenporary victory for
the al -Qaeda and Zarqgawi strategy. It seens clear

that it will be difficult after the Samarra bonbi ng



© 00 N o o b~ w N Pk

N N N N N N NN R P P R R R R Rp R
N~ o oo A O N PP O O 00O N o o~ OWN +» o

to coopt Sunni |eaders significantly into the
governing Iraqgi body.

And also it opens another -- another
avenue for anxiety in — in lraq. | guess that the
U S. even though it was difficult could do wth one
eneny only, i.e., Sunni insurgents, as long as they
coul d count on the Kurds.

But, the Kurds are nore and nore
secl uded from even though there are Kurds in
Bagdad, of course. But, you know, Kurdish
territory is nore and nore becom ng a sort of
autonom st, a republic. And mainly counting on the
support of Shi as.

But nowadays with factions within the
Shias taking arnms and killing Sunnis and havi ng
their owm policy, being held to this regard — in
this regard by Iranian forces under Ahnmadi nej ad
(phonetic).

It — it may look like the U S wll
have to face two enem es, because the — the basis
for supports within lraqi Shias is definitely
dwi ndling now. Dw ndling because the Iranian the
influence of Iran is nmaking itself felt nore and
nor e.

And while you have Shias who | ash out
for revenge against Sunnis then you Il have to have

the U S. forces act in protection of Sunnis. And
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this was already clear in the |ast declarations of
Anbassador Zal may Khalil zad saying that he did not
want the police forces be under sectarian control
and so on and so forth, nmeaning the Mnistry of

I nterior.

So, this in a way tells us that as of
now, the al-Qaeda systemin lraqg was sort of, in ny
view, able to — to overcone the — the dangers and
the challenges it faced. At first, they sort of
joined forces with the Sunnis, and they had their
mass follow ng, finally, sonewhere.

Then there was this problemthat you
know t hey were being taken hostage by the vested
interest of the Sunnis. And the global jihad thing
was — was di sappearing. And then because of the
attenpt of the U S. admnistration in lraq to
separate the insurgents from—- from Zargawi. The
brutal propagation against the Shias nowadays have
managed finally to nake the Shias conme down into
the battle and fight against the Sunnis.

And in that, even though Zargawi is not
a mere player, a first — a first rank player,
nevertheless, this is going to lead to a situation
where — where U. S. forces are caught between a
rock and a hard place, or between Iran and a hard
pl ace.

And it is not for certain that Zargaw
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and al - Qaeda are so enthusiastic at the grow ng
role of Iran in Irag. But there again, their —
their first objective is to — is to see U S
troops |l eave or at |east suffer a nunber of
casual ti es.

In Zawahiri’s letter to Zargaw, |
mean, he is foreseeing the — the pullouts of
Anerica from— fromlraq nore or less on the lines
of a pullout fromVietnam \Were you know, where

they | eave their alias around, and so on, and so

forth.

But the — so this is -— this is where
| think we could go —- we could go as of today. |
mean, | guess that the Zargaw guy, | don’'t know

what makes himtick or not, but the answer is for

you.

But the — definitely they — they
managed to — to set fire to — to a situation
where the U S. is in — is in a very difficult

position, but where there is another major player
who is making inroads into lraq, which is Iran,
which is part of the heretics of Rafidah, from whom
Zargawi and conpany may have to fear nore even
maybe than the U. S.

CHAI RWOVAN ESFANDI ARl : Thank you very
much. Dan, ten m nutes.

MR. BRUMBERG Ckay. Well, 'l be very
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brief. Thanks very nuch Hal eh for joining us again
i n anot her event cosponsored with the Wodrow
Wl son Center and USIP, the MuslimWbrld
Initiative.

| have to say that |I’'ve been to Paris a
nunmber of tinmes and lectured with Glles and taught
alittle bit. And I always w shed ny French was
quite as good as Glles English

It was a very interesting presentation.
In the book itself, | understand that it’s going to
be translated and published by Harvard. [|s that
correct?

It’s extrenmely interesting because when
—- when you read it, you get a sense of this thene
of fitna (phonetic) of the ideol ogical divergences
within the — within al-Qaeda. And it does provide
a set of insights into a novenent which is --
Glles points out in the introduction of the book
is — is often presented in very obviously
sinplistic terns inthe — in the nedia. So it is
— it is very useful toread and I’'mglad that it’'s
going to be translated into English.

| just want to say a couple of things
that struck nme about — particularly about the
section on Zargawi and the piece on the Shia
attributed to himor perhaps witten by others, but

attributed to him
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By the way, you know, “The Zargaw

Ticks,” and ny wife — ny wife | ooked at ne and
said, that’s an interesting dubla anton (phonetic).
So, | hadn’t thought about it until, believe it or
not, until — until we put it out there.

But in any case, reading Zargaw’s

piece is kind of Mein Kanpf on Shia. It’s quite

striking the virile into hatred he displays toward

the Shia in that particular track

And | wondered reading it you get a

sense that, well in part, this hatred is a natter

of principle. 1It’s ideological if you like, or

per haps even in sone strange way phil osophical.

But it’s also — also clearly tactical.

And he has a tactical purpose and he explains it

quite clearly. He says, that, you know, if

denocracy triunphs and the Shia triunphs, we would

-- we wll not be able to do anythi ng because they

wi |

have triunphant denocratically by the vote.

And our job is to prevent that by creating the

civil

war .

And so you get a sense of the very

interesting rel ati onship between principle and

tacti

cs here. You got to wonder reading that

whet her this — this ideology of hatred vis-a-vie

the Shia, who he says are not only by the way, in —

- in

coll aboration with the Jews, but who in sone
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sense have been invented by the Jews, which is a
new twi st on that theory.

You got to wonder whether in fact the
I ragi Sunni insurgents, and |I’m not an expert on
this issue, but are necessarily ideologically or
phi |l osophically opposed to the Shia. This is a
matter of power — as a matter of a power dispute,
but whether in fact Zargqawi 's nmessage of principle
hatred, let’s put it that way, becones sonething
that is then — then becones w despread in the
Sunni community not only in Iraq but further afield
and that really nmeans underm ning in some sense the
-— the world Islamc revolution principle of al-
Qaeda.

It’s quite striking. You wonder
whet her if you go frompractice-to-practice, if you
like, fromtactic-to-philosophy, and this becones
i ngrai ned what the consequences will be. It’s
quite striking.

The other thing that struck ne about
readi ng, particularly in the section on Zargawi’'s
background and his ideology. The thing that struck
me was his disdain for Iragis. H's disdain for the
U ema, which of course, Glles nentioned are the
clerics but also just your — your average |raqi
there’s very little out there with whom he feels

any kind of basic trust in the mlieu that he's
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oper ati ng.

This is not in any sense unusual for a
ki nd of Vanguard ideology. W seen this on the
left as well where you speak in the nane of the
masses and yet at the same tine you sort of disdain
t he masses.

Zarqgawi 's attitude toward the average
Iraqi seens to be quite negative. And | wonder in
that sense, how we — how this evolution of this
very interesting alliance is going — where this

interesting evolution is going to nove forward.

So those were sort of the two — two
things that struck ne in reading the text. | think
"Il leave it at that and turn — turn the mc over

to nmy col |l eague Dan Byman. Thank you

MR. BYMAN:. Thank you. It’s a great
honor to be up here. Dr. Kepel is one of the
people who | think clearly wites nore than | read.
And granted | read quite slowy, but even so, his
ability to turn out extrenely high-quality works
never ceases to amaze ne.

Readi ng of his works reveals at tines
an occasi onal anusenent with American schol ars of
terrorismand counter-terrorism Admttedly, this
is a bit |ike shooting fish in a barrel. However,
| think I’m supposed to give the perspective of the

fish at the nmonent. So, | will do so because |I'm
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certainly not a scholar of -— of political Islam

| want to tal k about four points that
occurred to ne as Dr. Kepel was speaking.

The first is the idea of the Vanguard.
And for anyone who follows terrorism you know t hat
that is alnost universal anobng terrorist groups, is
the idea of seeing thenselves as a Vanguard.

And there are two Vanguard approaches
though. And it’s very inportant to think of them
quite separately. One is the idea that by this
deed by what ol d Russian revolutionaries call
“propaganda of the deed.” You know, we shall
strike, we shall show the weakness of the straight.
And, you know, Haza (phonetic), the nasses wll
rise.

A quite different approach is we shall
strike, the state will strike back. And that w |
get people to hate the state. And Haza, the nasses
will rise. But, one inplies that success is in the
hands of the terrorist directly.

The other requires exploiting the
eneny. In this case, governnments around the world
to act. And they have very different policy
inplications. And you need to think about what the
terrorists are trying to acconplish with this,
because in general one frustration that terrorists

share al nost universally is the masses don’t seem
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to want to rise.

They don’t quite recognize the
brilliance of the revolution whatever its idiom
and this a problemthat Marxist revolutionaries
had. 1t’s a problemthat ethnonational
revol utionari es have, and so on.

W tend to see terrorist groups as
successful. But, you must renenber that 90 percent
of themare wiped out wwthin a year or two. So the
vast majority of terrorist groups, you know, there
are five guys sitting in a café. They bl ow
sonething up. They go to jail or die. And it’s
over.

They fail again and again. The ones we
focus us, however, are that small group that has
had sonme neasure of success.

The second point I'd like to raise is
the idea of how much ideology matters. And | think
nore inportantly, when it matters. |It’s to ne,
inherently, interesting. But that doesn’t
necessarily tell you much. | actually find
biblical criticismquite interesting, but |’m not
going to tell you that’s going to be sonething that
everyone shoul d be concerned about on a day-to-day
basi s.

Clearly, ideology is atool. It’'s a

tool for recruitnment. |It’'s a tool for inspiring



© 00 N o o b~ w N Pk

N N N N N N NN R P P R R R R Rp R
N~ o oo A O N PP O O 00O N o o~ OWN +» o

your followers. But, it’s an open question to ne
how much of a guide it is toward a group’s action.

| f you go back and you | ook at sone of
the — one of the first suicide bonbings by a Sunn
ji hadis group, which is an attenpted assassi nation
of an Egyptian governnent official in Egypt by
Islamc jihad. And the double back flips the group
had to go through to rationalize the suicide
bombi ng.

And they ended up dragging in Christian
martyrs and tal ki ng about the inportance of
martyrdom And if you're — if you' re a radica
| slami ¢ group reduced to tal king about Christian
martyrdom you know you really have a ways to go.

And this shows to nme that for many of
the groups it’s pragmatismthat is driving them
not ideology, when it cones to the choices of their
attacks.

But unfortunately it’s not that easy to
dism ss ideology. In addition to the recruitnent
and nobilization function, it often |eads groups to
make huge m stakes froma strategic point of view
And one of the best exanples of that is Al geria
where, | think, for ideological reasons, md-
1990's, parts of the novenent turned the country
into a sl aughterhouse.

And as a result the worldw de jihadists
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movenent kind of recoiled and in a way created new
groups to go for this. But it was trenendous
weakness. And | think many of us who were watching
Algeria in the md-1990's were very concerned that
this governnment was going to fall.

And | think the insurgents through
their own ideol ogi cal inconpetence, really gave the
government a shot in the arm that it took a lot to
make the Al gerian governnment | ook better than the
al ternative, but they succeeded.

The third point 1'd like to raise is
the question of Zarqgawi hinself. The United
States, as is well known, has quite a reward for
his head. But, it is always an interesting
guestion to ne, which is if you renove a | eader,
et us say he is magically killed tonorrow, does
sonmet hing better cone in his place?

And | would say for Bin Laden, he’'s a
very unusual |eader, quite gifted in a nunber of
ways. Zargaw actually, | don't think is a
particularly good insurgent |eader. And | would be
quite concerned that his replacenent m ght be nore
effective.

There is a certain matter of justice to
me that wants nme to have his head on a pol e,
perhaps quite literally. But, that's quite

different fromwhether this is actually a good
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thing for fighting the insurgency. And this is
soneone who has divided the insurgency.

This is insurgent novenent that was
really about a bottom up phenonenon. For those of
you who, like nme, were in the world of studying
ethnic conflict in civil unrest in the 1990's, you
know that we focus very much on | eaders. How do
| eaders mani pul ate masses? How do they create this
phenonmena where hatred did not exist?

This one really seened to be bottom up
You know, the old Iine about the man chasing the
cromd and saying, “wait for nme, |'’myour |eader.”
And that seened to be happening in Iraq where
| eaders did enmerge, but they were not driving the
driving force.

But Zargawi has divided the anti -
American novenent. He's divided the Sunni novenent
for that matter. And he’s nmade the cause exception
unpopul ar through — no, excuse nme, he’s nmade the
cause |l ess popular than it should be through a
series of tactics as were nentioned, such as the
publ i c beheadi ngs, and so on, that have really
caused a lot of problens for himin a way that
suggest that his confidence as a leader to ne is an
open questi on.

The last point I'd |like to tal k about

is this question of when | ocal insurgencies go
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gl obal that Dr. Kepel raised at the end of his
talk. This was sonething that the novenent tried
in Bosnia, where you had a strong | ocal novenent,
where they tried to flood foreign fighters and —
and shift the ethos of the novenent and failed
quite — quite disastrously.

Kashm r, however, has succeeded to a
degree. \Were you have a nunber of groups that are
either heavily influenced by fighters who are not
Kashm ri, whether Pakistani Kashmri, or any
Kashmri, or who are drawn fromreally outside the
i mredi ate conflict.

And while this creates a nunber of
quite effective fighters, and bodies to throwinto
sonething, it’s actually quite dangerous for the
cause in general. |If you are a |ocal insurgent
| eader, there are real risks to this.

One is that these people tend to be
much less discrimnate in who they kill because, as
Prof essor Brunberg nmentioned, they often have
contenpt for the locals. You know, after all,
they’'re lazy, they' re not fighting, |I can kill
them You know, they’ re (inaudible), on-and-on.

The other is that you hurt nationalism
Most of effective insurgencies harness nationalism
in some way. We see this in Irag where they nmay

have an ideol ogy that involves, you know, power to
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the people. It may involve Islam But it tends to
wor k when you get peopl e notivated agai nst an
outsider. O, you get people thinking that the
government is not legitimate.

But when you drag in foreign fighters
of your own, on your own side, nationalismcan work
in favor of the governnment. It really does hurt
the i nsurgent novenent. And that to ne is why very
smart groups can shy away fromthis.

I f you | ook at what Hamas has done,
Hamas has, fromwhat | understand, cleaned out a
nunber of Pal estinian canps of various al -Qaeda
figures and some of the ones it controls.

And it’s quite concerned that its own
nmovenent wi Il be hijacked, because it wants to use
vi ol ence, but use is pragmatically. It thinks
strategically and doesn’t want violence sinply to
go off the rails because it recognizes that it’'s
qui te dangerous for Hamas’ pursuit of power.

It’s not necessarily because it’'s a
gentl e novenent, but sinply because it’s a smart
one.

| want to close sinply by saying one of
the things |I've admred nost about Dr. Kepel’'s work
is that it gives ne a trenendous sense of hope
because there’'s a tendency in, especially

Washi ngton policy circles, to see the eneny as it
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were, as an evil nonolith, and you're kind of
wai ting for thousands of fighters to pour into the
streets of Washington and set off bonbs and so on.

But when you read his witings, you
understand the divisions and the differences within
this novenent, their problens, their weaknesses.
And that actually suggests a |ong-term strategy,
which is tine.

You know, there’s a question, and this
was the heart of, you know, the contai nnent of
communi sm which is, do certain novenents have
shelf lives? And do they collapse inherently on
their own contradictions?

And | think no smart person ever bets
on that. But, you have to recognize when you're
t hi nki ng about this novenent that too nmuch of a
direct attenpt to influence this, may actually
prolong it rather than the goal, which should be
exacerbating the current and inherent weaknesses,
which is this novenent in a very broad sense, is
quite susceptible for

For 1’ m seeing the French cover of the
book. And there are four names on the cover. Bin
Laden, ' Azzam Zawahiri, and Zargaw. And with the
Zawahiri, Bin Laden exception, Bin Laden forned al -
Qaeda in part because he rejected where ‘ Azzam was

taking the organization. It was a splinter
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nmovenent .

Zargawi has been quite resistant as was
said to parts of the al-Qaeda agenda. There are
huge differences wwthin this novenent, and that’s
sonet hing that needs to be recognized and ideally
exploited. [I’'ll stop there. Thank you.

CHAI RWOVAN ESFANDI ARl : Thank you very
much. 1'd like to open the floor. Could I ask you
to go to the m crophone and identify yourself and
your affiliation, please?

M5. RUBIN. Trudy Rubin from The
Phi | adel phia Inquirer. 1'd like to ask about this
di fference between nationalismand al -Qaeda’ s
broader philosophy. 1'd like to ask G Il es Kepe
i nside the Sunni novenent in lrag, as you know,
there was the beginnings of an effort actually to
conbat Zarqawi, which seened to be gaining a little
bit if traction even though sonme of the Shiites
involved in it were being nurdered.

Do you see that novenent to repel the
foreigners as sonething that could gain nonmentum or
do you think that the civil strife that was
fomented by the CGol den Mosque bonbing is likely to
interfere with the growth of that?

And 1'd like to ask Dan Bynman, do you
think that if the peace process really is dead in

| srael and the Pal estinian issue that the effort to
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keep al - Qaeda out of the Pal estinian novenent coul d
end and when you got nothing, you got nothing to
| ose, Hamas coul d change their m nd?

MR. KEPEL: | guess that the Gol den Done
operation is clearly very detrinmental to the
cooption of Sunni elites and particularly Sunn
Muslim Brother elites into the — into the
government. And that’s in a way the sort of
sectarian violence is now becom ng nore inportant
than the feeling that there is a comon nati onhood.
You have to fight for against your foreign hel pers.
Be they from Syria, fromAlgeria, or fromthe
suburbs of Pittsburgh or Paris.

And for the time being, I -— 1 would
say that the — the sort of — the attenpt that was
made to have the Sunnis, you know, join the
bandwagon and so that, you know, at the end of the
day they would — they would get a chunk out of the
—- out of the oil resources when they stop flow ng
back.

This has been really jeopardi zed —-

j eopardi zed by the — by the Gol den Done bonbi ngs.
And the nore Shias Sunnis strike, there is, the
nmore |lranian involvenent you re going to have. And
| guess that now that the Iraqgi issue is going to
be nore and nore a mxed Iragi-Iranian issue, which

makes things even nore difficult for — for the
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present Anmerican President.

CHAI RAMOVAN ESFANDI ARI : Dan.

MR. BYMAN: Very briefly. | think
there’s a long way to go before Hamas woul d enbrace
al -Qaeda for a nunber of reasons. One is as we’' ve
learned in the Israeli Palestinian dispute, things
can always be worse. In fact when you say those
words, it’s |ike saying, you know, at least it’'s
not raining. You |look out when you say, things
coul d not be worse because they have gotten nuch
wor se and certainly coul d.

And Hamas is probably the first group
to recogni ze that possibility. | would also add
that there's trenmendous, within this community,
there’s trenendous hostility as was nenti oned
bet ween the Mislim Brot herhood and ot her parts of
the broader Sal afi jihadis novenent.

And the Muslim Brotherhood is a suspect
for a variety of reasons. It’'s willingness to
participate in politics. It’'s -- part of it’'s
organi zational structure. There are a nunber of
reasons, but renmenber of course that Hamas is the
Musl i m Br ot her hood spinoff. And that there is
simlarities to this.

What | woul d be nore concerned about is
actually al nost the converse of this, which is

we’' ve seen a nunber of groups when they’ ve been
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defeated locally going global. It’s a very odd
reacti on when you think about it, which is | have
failed to achieve jihad in Egypt. | failed to
achieve jihad in Algeria. Therefore, I'mgoing to
attack the United States.

But, there is actually tactical logic
to it. Because these groups are organi zations and
must continue to function, it’s often too hard for
themto function in the countries where they are
being hit hard. And going global is in a way
tactically easier for them

And what is fascinating, we have
letters fromBin Laden to Egyptian | eaders in the
m d-1990's, saying basically every tine you attack
a target in Egypt, you |lose a hundred people in the
aftermath of the attack. Either they're arrested,
they’ re wrapped up, and so on. And what do you
gai n?

On the other hand, the United States is
wi de open. And if Hamas both does get the sense
that, you know, there is no hope through other
means, and gets the sense that it’'s the fault of
the United States. | would worry that sone
el enents of Hamas, and particular with foreign
branches operating in Europe, would start to strike
at U S. targets.

One thing European services are quite



concerned about it is that those of you are fans of
the Steven Spielberg’s novie, Minich, you know t hat

for parts of 1970's and 1980's, Europe was a battle
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ground between Israeli services and Pal estinian
groups. That could renew. That you could see

Europe again being a feeder in part because |srael

has effectively shut down a | ot of what’'s happeni ng

in the Pal estinian areas through quite effective
intelligence.

And because there is a Pal estinian
presence that’s used right now mainly for fund-
rai sing, but could easily be turned into a snmall
oper ati onal network.

CHAl RWOVAN ESFANDI ARI : Yes, pl ease.

MR. MCGRAE: Thank you. Alex MG ae,
Medi a Devel opnent Associates. M question is for
Dr. Kepel and it’s a very brief three part
guesti on.

First, operationally speaking in
mlitary ternms, how does Zargaw 's al - Qaeda
organi zation interface with the indi genous Sunn
Arab insurgents?

The second part is how many of
Zargawi ' s al - Qaeda’ s organi zati on, the core
organi zation, are non-lraqgi’'s. For exanple,
Saudi s, Egyptians, Chechnyans, Pakistanis, and so

forth?



© 00 N o o b~ w N Pk

N N N N N N NN R P P R R R R Rp R
N~ o oo A O N PP O O 00O N o o~ OWN +» o

And the third part of the question is,
did Zargaw ' s organi zation pronote, and in a sense,
teach the nethodol ogy of suicide bonbing to the
| ocal lraqgi Sunni insurgents?

CHAl RWOVAN ESFANDI ARl : Thank you. You
can take a seat.

MR. MCGRAE: Pardon me?

CHAl RWOVAN ESFANDI ARl : Wait for the
answer. Just sit down, please.

MR. KEPEL: Thank you. If | — if |
were in a position to answer accurately your
guestions, | would not be sitting here, but
probably in soneplace in the green zone of Bagdad
| eadi ng the operations. | nean, know one really
knows, you know, how it functions precisely.

What you have is that you have to rely
on Intelligence sources, which are not always
reliable. And on the — on the docunents which
you, which you can access to, mainly via the
internet, interns of wills of martyrs, or
prerecorded wills of martyrs. And there are quite
a lot actually.

And if you have Arabic, then you have
an Arabic search, whatever it’'s called, an engine,
on the internet. Then you regularly have access to
bi ogr aphi es or hagi ographi es of so-called martyrs,

who di ed bl owi ng thenselves up in Iraq.
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Foll owi ng that sanple, it |ooks quite
clear that a very significant anount of people who
bl ow thenselves up in Ilraq are not lraqis. As I
menti oned before, there is a very significant Saudi
conti ngent.

And Saudis are particul arly sought
after because they — when they cone to the lraqi
border, | nean, they have, you know, a |arge anount
of pocket noney for their daily expenses, which
their affixes (phonetic) confiscates for — for
ji1had use. And so they are particularly popul ar.

And they’'re al so popul ar in Saudi
Arabi a anongst sone of the people in charge of
security because, you know, the nore you send those
guys to Iraq to blow thensel ves up, the | ess they
Wll remain in Saudi Arabia. This is sonething
that was already experinented in the — in the
1980's with the jihad in Afghanistan.

So, — and we have testinonies and
wWlls frompeople fromEurope, from Syria, Algeria,
and the |ike, who blew thenselves up. So, it |ooks
like there is — there is a significant anmount of -
— of foreign martyrs who are there and as soon as
they, would be martyrs, as soon as they have
crossed the border, they have — they have nothing
left, I mean, except their relation with the —-

with the organization, which is going to send them
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to — to their death, right?

And even though sone have escaped, you
know, we have at tinmes you have interviews with so
and so, who didn’t do the job and escaped. But the
majority of the people who go there are there for
the job. And they — and they put thenselves in a
situation where they will not do anything el se.

So, to what extent do Iraqgis thensel ves
bl ow t hensel ves up. There are sone, but, | nean,
internms of nunbers, it’s not well — very well
docunented. | nean anongst — anongst ot her
t hi ngs, because the — the websites who are keen to
—- to post the — the wills usually are websites
whi ch are, one way or another, linked with a group
operating in one country.

For instance, the Saudi jihadi websites
are keened to — to have the lists of Saudi
martyrs, the Syrian martyrs, and so on and so
forth.

So, your first question was to what
extent?

MR. MCGRAE: What extent operationally
does Zarqawi 's al -Qaeda’ s organi zation interface
with the indigenous Iraqgi insurgents? Do they —
do they work together operationally or separate?

MR. KEPEL: Well, there again if | were

able to answer | would not be standing here. But,
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| nmean, what — what was probably the — the best
case in point in ternms of the — where we have
know edge, Fallujah, where in Fallujah you had
i ndi genous Iraqi fighters, local tribes, and the
li ke, together with a nunber of Zargaw peopl e.

And a nunber of themwere killed or
were found in Fallujah. Wat — what cones out of
this picture, of this blurred picture, is that in
way you — you have two — two layers, i.e., that
the -— the Zargaw people are perform ng a nunber
of operations, which are not only for their own
sake, but for the sake of the Sunni insurgents in
general, i.e., trying to hanper Shia interests in
t he governnent per se.

And this is precisely where the —
where the U S. is trying to — to be active. |
mean, to try to differentiate the two and to show
to the local Sunni, even if they are insurgents,

t hat what the Zargawi people are doing is against
their interest as Sunnis.

MR MCGRAE: If | may just add a quick
word in?

MR. KEPEL: Sure.

MR. BRUMBERG You know this issue,
which is very difficult to answer, raises the
br oader question of what ultimately at the end of

the day, do the Sunnis have an interest in a civil
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war in |Irag.

And | think the answer is, if their
goal is to use violence for political purposes, the
answer is no, because they can’t prevail in the
civil war. Particularly as Glles pointed out, if
the Iranians intervene, |ook at the forces that
i ed agai nst them

So, ultimtely what is Zargawi up to?
What does he really want? WMaybe he doesn’t care.
Maybe his basic goal is to have man. But, the goal
of the Sunnis is to find sone way of affecting the
political climate.

So, this is a very profound fissure.
Now, we may have crossed the |line already on that
issue. |In which case, the Sunnis may find
t hensel ves on the | osing end.

So, | think this is in sone sense a
nmore fundanental question in terns of what
ultimately determ nes the kinds of fissures that
Glles tal ked about and the extent to which they
can be exploited. And I think we were probably
beyond that already.

CHAl RWOVAN ESFANDI ARl : G lles did you
want to add sonet hi ng?

MR. KEPEL: Yeah, maybe not on Zargaw
per se, because there again, | nean, as Dan just

mentioned, it’'’s difficult to know whether there is
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any significant Zarqawi ideology. | nmean Zargaw
i s sonewhere between the al -Qaeda ideol ogy and the
day-t o- day managenent of jihad underground.

But if you — if we go back to
Zawahiri’s letter to Zargaw released last fall,
Zawahiri says that jihad in Iraq has different
steps. First step to oust the Anericans. Second
step creates an Islamc emirate in lraq, and then
reinforce it so that it would becone a counterfeit
on the biggest anount of territory possible.

First, in lraq and then in surrounding countries.

Third step sort of widen the jihadis
way, as he says, to the secular countries were
nei ghbors to Iraq. And fourth step, which is the
final step, fights Israel and destroys I|srael.

So, you know, but this — this is a
very, if | may say, a very naive Sunni view of the
situation in the area, because, you know, you have
—- you have a big man nearby, who is M. Iran. And
this one has different interests.

CHAl RWOVAN ESFANDI ARI : next, please.

MR. MARSHALL: My nanme is R ck Marshall
| work for USAID. This is precisely the question
wanted to ask you and I want to see if | can draw
you out a little bit nore.

It’s certainly conceivable that Iraq

could go into a nuch nore violent situation and
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perhaps be a genuine civil war. The United States
m ght even pull out under certain circunstances.
But, how does — is there any sense that — that
this a wnnable fight? That — do they have a
plan? O a sense tactical plan where they actually
could prevail given the nunbers, at least within
lrag? O is it really a general Mislimworldw de
confl agration that would have to take place?

MR. KEPEL: Who's the “they?”

MR. MARSHALL: Zarqawi. Yeah, if they
are going to go against the Shia, they’ re obviously
not going to be alive with the Kurds. | nean
you’ re going to have nunbers, huge nunbers agai nst
you to begin wth.

MR. KEPEL: Ckay. Going back to what
Dan Brunberg said earlier on, why is that Sunn
i nsurgents had an interest in insurgency? | guess
that, you know, they consider that what they would
get out of the — of the new sort of pro-Anmerican
power systemin Iraq would be close to zero in
terms of the chunk of oil they would get. In terns
of the access to power.

So, if they had an insurgency going on,
there would be no oil at all. So, you know, even
if they have nothing, it would zero divided by
not hing. And the others would have nothing al so.

So, the bargain was that we’ll stop the
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i nsurgency provided we can have a deal, which is
satisfactory to us. And then, you know, we’'ll
start bargaining. And this was, in nmy view, this
finally was understood by — by the U S. side. And
this is why Khalil zad opened to the Sunnis. And
their cooption into the system nmeant that they
woul d get sonething significant out of the deal.

And that is all that was, maybe it’'s
too late now But that is the only way for the
U.S. to have a stable — stabilized situation in
Irag. Even though the Sunnis are a mnority, they
neverthel ess have a power for nuisance, if | my
say so, which can preclude any return to peace, to
stability, and to wealth, and well-being in Iraq.

So, you better have themin. Then you
have to decide on, you know, what’'s the | evel of
their participation. But with — wth the Somali
bombi ngs, it | ooks like, you know, it’'s going to be
extrenely difficult. And that they are not going
to -- the stakes are going to be nmuch hi gher from
the Sunnis side in ternms of their participation to
power .

PARTI Cl PANT: | think he neant, how —-
do they have a plan to prevail?

MR. BYMAN: Let nme cone in on that.

CHAl RWOVAN ESFANDI ARl @ Dan Byman.

MR. BYMAN. There are a couple of issues
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when you | ook at that question. The first is the

i ssue of nunmbers. The very Anerican perspective is
to say, you know, 60 percent of the country is a
Shia, 20 percent is Sunni Arab. Therefore, you
know, three to one. (kay, we’'re noving on.

Nunbers actually don’t work that way in
terms of warfare. You have many, nmany cases where
the usual key is superior organization. And the
Sunnis in Irag have at the noment far better
organi zation, far better training, are far better
prepared for war.

That di m ni shes over tine, because the
Sunni s are nobilizing, or excuse ne, the Shia are
mobilizing. So in political science terns, there's
a w ndow where you have early attacks are better
for the Sunnis because if a civil war is
i nevitable, have it today, not ten years from now.

The other is ms-perception, if you
talk to many Sunnis, they will tell you that the
el ections were fixed because Sunnis are a majority,
Sunni Arabs are a mpjority in lrag. And what is
this nonsense about a Shia majority. Although we
| augh about it because we have the Cl A fact book
that can tell us the actual nunber.

This is sonething that is actually
wi dely believed and influences perceptions, which

is that the disparity is not there the way we see
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it. And needless to say, this m s-perception is
very strong anong those who it matters nost.

A related point is contenpt, which is
we — a lot of these fighters | ook upon the Shia
with contenpt. That hit them hard, they wll
col | apse. They cannot fight. They' re not
warriors. And we are.

And again, this influences that
deci sion. Now you have these different strands
Wi thin the Sunni community part of which is using
violence | think quite tactically. To -- violence
here, we strike a deal, the violence reduces, and
so.

But the problemw th inviting the
foreigners in and working with them is you |ose
control. You mght be able to use violence
tactically for your little cell. But the cell next
to you isn't fighting a civil war and you can’t
control it.

And that to ne is the problemfor the
Sunnis Arab tribesmen in Iraq who is largely
notivated by getting a better deal. Are -- in
order to push violence effectively, they' ve invited
peopl e in who have no interest in their agenda.

CHAl RWOVAN ESFANDI ARl : Ckay. Yes.

M5. MAHLE: Melissa Mahle, C&O

Resources. Unfortunately, one of those counter-
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terrorismanalysts. First of all, I1'd like to
thank you for the presentation. It was very
interesting, very informative.

In looking at it froman Anerican
perspective, one of the things that we have | ooked
at quite a lot was, first of all, we had not
anticipated the degree to which Irag woul d becone a
sanctuary for terrorism

And that it’s nowreally fulfilling the
rol e that Afghani stan played in the 1980's of being
a source of inspiration, being a training ground,
and being the ultimte network. And | ooking
forward, taking into consideration the Sunni Shia
el enent that has truly risen quite to the forefront
with the conflict in the current stage.

Looking forward to howthis is going to
evolve in the global jihad, do you see — would you
anticipate noving to a new front, the global jihad,
wherever that m ght be? And nmaybe you have sone
thoughts on that. O really is it going to get
bogged down in this Sunni Shia splinter?

WIl the Bin Laden’s of the world, the
i deol ogi cal world, have the say, “no, we need to
unite and fight the far eneny?” O wll they bog
down in their own nore ideol ogi cal disagreenent?

MR. KEPEL: Thank you. Well, this was

nmore or less what | tried to discuss in this other
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book called, in English, The War for Musl/im M nds,
but which in French was called, Fitna. But, maybe
Aneri can publishers thought that such a word woul d
be a catastrophe for sales. And they did not take
Fitna, but, The War for Muslim M nds.

MR. BRUMBERG They m ght think it has
sonething to do with being fit.

MR. KEPEL: Yeah, well Fitna, fitness, |
mean, it would sell 1ike hotcakes on Key West, but

unfortunately.

And so this Fitnaissue is — is a
maj or issue, i.e., the problemwth jihad is that
when it is launched inappropriately, | nmean, not at

the right time, not by the right people, then it
back | ashes agai nst those who have | aunched it.

And it’s an issue of monentum [t’'s an
i ssue of know ng your eneny and of tactics of
strategy. And there again, the — the Iraqgi front
is likely to beconme sonmething that has to do with

the Iranians, which is going to be a problemfor

the — for the Sunnis, for the jihadis, for their
backers, for the Saudis, for, you know. | nean,
there is something — there is sonmething very

worrying, which is opening now in Iraq.
| mean, the pandora’ s box has been
opened and it’s not going to close soon, | think.

Now, in ternms of what are the benefits of this —-
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of this jihad or this entire Arerican jihad in
Irag. As Zawahiri puts it, and Zawahiri is often a
rat her good anal yst of, you know, of geopolitics.
| nmean, | don’t say that | agree with him of
course, but it’s always interesting to try to see
hi s accounts of things, and the bal ance of forces.

And so he made, if |I’m not m staken,
three infuriated declarations of late. Saying that
once again, as | nentioned before, the Miuslim
Brothers are the ones who are taking all the credit
for it. And, you know, we started jihad. W were
t he ones who were managed that there is just an
antagoni sm such a hatred for the west, and for
Anmericans, in particular, inthe — in the Mislim
world, and this is all due to us. This should be
put to our credit.

But, you know, what have they done?
They just opened the door for denocratic elections
and to sonme extent in Egypt. To a large extent in
Pal estine, to quite an extent in Irag. And who
benefits fromit, the Mislim Brothers.

So, you know, jihad, true jihad, is
bei ng betrayed. And even though this leads to a
sort of a rising antagonismwth the west.
Neverthel ess, traitors have — have seized the
opportunity to arise their own standards to the

detrinment of the true jihadis.
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And they are in a crisis. And hence
this attenpts to — maybe to find another —-
anot her place than Irag. Now if you read Dan
Pipe’'s (phonetic) literature, they found it in
Europe. You know, “While Europe Slept,” and
what ever the Pipe’s dream cottage industry, which
is here and there.

And where to read what he wites and
his associates wite, you have the streets of
Paris, and the caves of Paris, and the suburbs of
what ever, of London, Ansterdam are filled with
j 1 hadi st who are going to destroy putrids and
decadent Europe, baby-|ess (phonetic) Europe, and
the like, and turn it into the next land for jihad.

| think this has nore do to wth
fantasy than with reality. But that does not
exclude the fact that they are probably nowadays
trying to — not to bet all they have on Irag.
Because lrag is in a way is turning sour. And the
st akes are becom ng too big for them| would say.

CHAI RWOVAN ESFANDI ARI :  Yes, pl ease.

MS. EFRON (phonetic): Sonne Efron with
the Los Angeles Tines. |1'd like to bring you back
if I my to the question of financing al-Qaeda.

Has Zarqawi to your know edge tapped into the noney
t hat Saddam Hussei n had that the Saddam Hussein

| oyalists presumably still control? And what do



© 00 N o o b~ w N Pk

N N N N N N NN R P P R R R R Rp R
N~ o oo A O N PP O O 00O N o o~ OWN +» o

you make of the strange line in the Zawahiri -
Zargawi | etter exchange about “send noney?”

MR. KEPEL: Send ne sonme cash. Send ne
$100, 000. 00. Yeah, umhmm

MS. EFRON: And coul d you eval uate the
U.S. strategy, the Treasury Departnent strategy,
for trying to shut down the terrorist’s assets?
First of all, do you think it’s succeedi ng?

And second, do you think that noney
plays a major role in this in continuing the
struggle? O is the ideology basically self-
financing that even for exanple, if the U S. or the
west were to succeed in cutting off the access to
funding that it wouldn’'t affect the insurgency?
Thank you.

MR. KEPEL: Well, there again, if | were
in a position to answer your question, | would
probably be a U S. Treasury General, or sonething.
Unfortunately, I’ mnot.

Yeah, | was struck, as you were, by
this strange line by the end of Zawahiri’'s letter
where he's after he sort of chastised Zarqgaw and
said, you know, “kill as many Shias as you want,
but don’t say it, and don’'t be so blatant, and stop
this webcam those webcam executions, it’s no fun
and it’s not funny.”

And then finally he says, “by the way,
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coul d you hand sonme cash and $100, 000. 00 woul d do?”
And | did not really know what to — what to nake
of it. | nmean, it would probably as you're
rightfully suggested, lead to the fact that the —
t hey are not deni ed of resources.

And the fact that they have — they
have joined ranks with the Sunni insurgents, neans
that they have — they have noney, because the
Saddam Hussei n groups or the Sunni brojrauzi
(phonetic) is not out of funds and has | ooted the
country for decades. So all this noney has not
evapor at ed.

But, nore than that, it’s difficult to
say. | nean, you know, it’s a | owcost jihad al
together. It doesn’t cost much. The budget for
t he London bonmbing was a few t housand qui ds
(phonetic).

And the Madrid operation was in the
tens of thousands. So this is not of dollars or
euros, or whatever. So this is not sonething where
you need to have, you know, a nmajor noney
| aundering. | mean, a sem -weal thy individual can
be the finance here.

And this may — but there again, this
is only a speculation, but this may be one of the
reasons why, you know, since 9/11, we haven't seen

any operation on the sane scale. 9/11 needed, you
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know, the preparation for 9/11, needed nassive
noney transfers, needed an organi zati on, needed
anticipation, and the like. Things which, you
know, on a rather long tine, things which nmay now
not escape the scrutiny of the many agencies
wor | dw de who are into | ooking at those things.

And the copycat bonbings were on a nuch
smal l er scale. There are two ways to ook at — to
conpare the 9/11, 3/11 in Spain 2004, and what
happened i n London.

One, is the sort of optimstic, if |
may say so, way considering the nunber of — of
victinms and casualties. By the thousands in
Anmerica, by the hundreds in Spain, and by the tens
in — in Britain.

So you m ght, you know, concl ude that,
you know, they are less and less able. But, you
can look at it the other way around, and this is
far nore problematic because in the U S. the 19,
“The Magnificent 19,” as that they have it in
jihadis circles, were all foreigners. | mean, none
of them was Anerican-born, educated, or whatever.
They just were thrown into the U S. just |ike, you
know, agents had been in the past.

In Spain, it was a blend of al-Qaeda
peopl e from outside and | ocal Moroccan i nm grants

living in Spain who had been, you know, picked up
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nore or less at the last mnute, which lead to the

fact that they were not really suicide operations.
| mean they were the kids left their

booby-trapped bags on the trains and then |eft,

because they had not been trained. Finally, they

bl ew t hensel ves up where they were surrounded by

t he Spani sh policeman.

But neverthel ess they were | ocal s even
t hough they were not nationals, they were |ocals,
which is much nore (inaudible). And ultimately,
Muhamrad Si di que Khan (phonetic), the | ead suicide
bonmber, was the quintessential son of British
mul ticul turalism

And the, and you' Il probably see this
tape, the sort of jewel tape, that was sent
afterwards where you have Zawahiri’s tape as an
envel ope who gives the sort of geopolitical -- of
the attack against Britain.

And then you have within the envel ope
you have a little tape by Muhammad Si di que Khan
with a thing over his head speaking in a strongly
accented Yorkshire English, which is his new ot her
| anguage, right? And saying, | can't really
imtate it. And who would | be to dare imtate an
Engl i sh accent.

But, “this is war and | ama fighter,”

sonething like that. And which, you know, it
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doesn’t need nuch cash, but to do that. But this
is probably it’s nmuch nore problematic. | nean,
because this is ideological and this is — this is
sonet hi ng nuch nore powerful than noney.
If you -— if you have access to — to

| ocal s who can — who can sort of go anywhere. Wo
have identity, in ternms of identity cards, and the
like. Just like, you know, this is one of the
issues with the converts who are being nore and
nore used as the tools.

And the fanmous Bel gi an, Boul onjay (phonetic),

and the others. And that raises questions also of

social control. And is one of the debates which is
raging in Europe today is the — the Brits have
their Londoni stan nodel, i.e., at community “was

under the control of noderates Islamc |eaders who
woul d report to the police and check that peace and
order be delivered.”

Leads clearly showed the limts, the
limtations of this nodel. The French system has
no such community thing. And the police and
security forces have, who have had unfortunately
nore than 20 years experience in this issue, have
gone nuch deeper into — into the novenent. And
this, to a |large extent, explains why France was
spared from 2001. As neocons would tell you that

it’s because we’'re cowards and we are not in Iraq
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and this is why.

| don’t think so, because we have the
veil affair, which is even worse than Irag. And to
their eyes. But, | guess that this largely because
—- because the police and the Intelligence Agencies
have — have done a far nore in-depth work in those
—- in those groups. And there is far |ess supports
in the sort of the wder Mislimcomunity.

But there again, | mean, | guess that
the real battle is taking place there. | nean, |
don’t nmean in Europe or if it's in Europe, it’s not
|l ost as Pipe said. It’'s in the making and | think
we'll winit.

But the — but it’s an issue of how we
win the battle for hearts and mnds. And this is
not only an issue of noney. | nean, noney is an
i ssue as the sort of panic about on the control of
U S ports, as port authority showed, reveal of
late. But it’s not only that.

CHAl RWOVAN ESFANDI ARl : W just have
five nore mnutes, so | would like three quick
questions please, and then brief answers fromthe
panelists. But, really no comrent, just brief
guesti ons.

MR. HELF (phonetic): My nane is Brian
Helf fromthe Institute of World Politics. | have

a question. You actually nentioned at the end of
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your |ast statenent, “hearts and m nds,” which has
come across your statenments abound, “draining the
swanp,” is another.

To what extent should the United States
be treating this as nore of political conflict?
The synergy between ideology and politics is self-
evident. The United States and its alias in
fighting not only against Zargaw and the Irani ans
in lraqg, but against terrorism abroad be treating
this less as a mlitary conflict, less as an
attenpt to nmake friends in the Musli mworld, but
al so — but instead denigrate the sociopathic
i deol ogy of these terrorists. There is a word, |I’'m
sure you're famliar with it, a “herella
(phonetic)” the war against society in Arabic.
It’s one of the greatest —-

CHAl RWOVAN ESFANDI ARl : Thank you. |’ m
going to take — let’s take all the questions
t oget her.

MR. FRADKIN:. Hillel Fradkin, of the
Hudson Institute. Let nme thank Glles for a very
generous talk. It was two talks. One was on Iraq
and one was on al-Qaeda. And | got alittle
confused along the way. So, | just want to be very
clear, although I think you' ve been clarifying it
al ong the way.

As far as lraq is concerned, things are
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very, very bad for the U S. But, the main
beneficiary looks like it will turn out to be Iran.
And as a result of which, it’s very, very bad for
al-Qaeda. That it's really terrible for al-Qaeda.

And on that side, the main
beneficiaries are, let’'s put it this way, the
Sal afi (phonetic) w ng of the radical novenent.

| want just to be in the first place
clear, that that’'s your opinion. And perhaps ask
you where that goes, perhaps especially in |ight of
athesis | recall along tine ago that political
| sl am was dead, which was had | ead or Sal afi
political |Islamwas dead, and that’'s what had | ead
to the insurgents of jihadi political Islam

Second thing, | just sinply want to
make a comment. You know, you nmay very well be —-
be correct that — well, | actually | have another
guestion, and then one comment. The question is |
wasn’t quite clear of why you thought the neocons
woul d object to the publication of your book. |Is
it that you' re publishing the docunents? O is it

that it’s in French, a | anguage they refuse to

read.

Lastly, well it may very well be true
that Pipes is — is incorrect. Probably, if he
were, he would — it’'s because he has not taken

sufficiently into account the — the Intelligence
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services, which you — in France at |east, which
you nentioned. Nor the good sense of the French
Intelligentsia.

And what | recently noticed was their
response to a plan to try to absorb nore of the
unenpl oyed youth in the suburbs with sone new | abor
law. | see that the French students, French
intellectuals, French | abor uni ons have enbraced
this plan with great enthusiasm

CHAI RWOVAN ESFANDI ARI @ Last questi on.

M5. AL- AMEER My nane is Rasha al -

Amreer. |I'mfromthe University of Mryl and.
Al though very realistic, this division of the word
bet ween Sunni, Shias, Kurds, Protestant, is a flow
It’s a vice in the — in the European and Anerican
way of thinking the word.

But to cone back to this realistic flow
and vice, don’'t you think that the big man, Iran
that you called, had the right as a Shia identity
to help his bonb, because on the other hand, the
Paki stani s, the Sunnis have there’s?

CHAl RWOVAN ESFANDI ARI : Panel i st.

MR. BRUMBERG 1’1l say very quickly
then | eave the final word to G Iles, our guest
here. | just think that in terns of what we call
in the states, blow back, this is major bl ow back

internms of Irag. And it leads to the question of
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what we will do wth Iran given the present
si tuation.

And it is interesting to note that our
own Anbassador sitting in Bagdad has tal ked about
si x, seven, eight weeks ago, about initiating a
dialog with the Iranians. Now that cones very |ate
in the day.

But if the analysts that Glles
presents suggest anything, it would suggest that
there has to be sonme sort of review ng of our
approach to the Iranians given the kind of |everage
they’ re going have and already have in Irag. So,
just wanted to throw that out as a policy rel evant
observation. And I'Il turn the chair over to
Glles to help us finish up

MR. KEPEL: Thank you very much. |

don’t know how I'Il manage with all those
questions. The last one, i.e., whenever you go to
Iran, | nean, one thing is clear that even art

secul arists (phonetic) in lran are the type who
eats nola (phonetic) every norning for breakfast, a
sanki n (phonetic) cooked in w ne.

Those people will tell you that they
will die for the Iranian nuclear bonb. Because
I ran, which is a thousand-year civilization is
surrounded by |izard-eating Arabs, Pakistan

bandits, Turknen peasants, and so on, and so forth.
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So, there is this feeling that if only
for defensive reasons, Iran has a right to — to
have a bonb because of — anong other things. Not
necessarily because the Israeli’s have it, but the
Paki stani’s have it.

And so | don’t know. | nean, we
recently saw that President Bush offered a nuclear
deal to India. But, that nmeans that, you know, the
| ndi an governnent is deened nore reliable than the
| rani an governnment for the tinme being.

But this issue is not going to be
settled with a “no.” There is no doubt about that.
| nmean, the Iranian nuclear issue is sonething that
has to be negotiated. And to what extent is it
possible to have an Iranian civilian nucl ear
system probably not with — with the Ml auz
(phonetic). But, in the future, |I don't see how he
coul d escape it.

The first — then there was those very
conplicated questions by Hllel. | have to deal
with it. Wat was the first question?

CHAI RWOVAN ESFANDI ARl @ The first
guesti on.

MR. KEPEL: Yeah.

MR. FRADKI N. Attacking the idea —

MR. KEPEL: Ch, with the war, yeah, war.

Vell, | think this is a very interesting, sorry, a



© 00 N o o b~ w N Pk

N N N N N N NN R P P R R R R Rp R
N~ o oo A O N PP O O 00O N o o~ OWN +» o

very interesting issue. Actually, the -- maybe the
m stake in the west, and particularly in this
country, after 9/11, was to consider that this was
a matter of war. And that war was illegitimte.
And the nost efficient answer to the out-surge of
terrorism

The war on terror was sonet hing that
was started in a way to nmake a |ink between 9/11,

Af ghani stan, and then Irag. Because, you know, the
natural outcome of the war on terror was Iraq. And
as soon as the Saddam Hussein regi ne was toppl ed,
now we don’t hear of the war on terror anynore.
It’s not on the official agenda.

There was sonet hi ng new t hat was
coined, but it didn't work out. Project for the
whatever. |t was sonething agai nst viol ent
extremsm Sonething |ike, nack (phonetic) or nade
(phonetic) or — . Sonething that was sponsored by
—- by the adm ni stration.

But, it’s, you know, the fact that with
such an i mm nent people as you, we’'re at pains
finding the acronym neans that it’'s not really
t hat popular, right?

So, |I'’m struggle maybe better for —-
struggle, right? Struggle may be nore significant
than war in terns of the means which are — which

are used. Because it’s not — it’s not really an



© 00 N o o b~ w N Pk

N N N N N N NN R P P R R R R Rp R
N~ o oo A O N PP O O 00O N o o~ OWN +» o

issue that the mlitary can deal with. |It’'s far
nmore conpl i cat ed.

And it has to deal also with — wth
issues within societies for which the mlitary are
not equi pped, including our societies. Definitely

“The Sl eeping Europe,” but also the great awakening

Aneri ca.

Now, to — to go back to — to Hillel’s
questions. You know, | tried to — to nmake an
assessnment of what | thought was happening in — in

Irag. And it nmay be a non-Euclidi an assessnent.
That is to say, where parallels interfere wwth each
ot her.

The —- | fear that what the Samarra
bonmbi ng — anyway, the Samarra bonbi ngs were
i ntended, the way | understand them to preclude
the cooption of the Sunnis into the lraqi’s
political system That would put an end to the
Anmerican dreamto have the good, even the good
i nsurgent Sunnis into the system so that they
would — they would cut all ties with Zargaw and
Zargawi woul d be i sol at ed.

So, now that the Sunnis are alienated,
because of the major Shia retaliation, there wll
be no Sunni cooption. And then there is no Zargaw
isolation fromthe mainstream Sunni i nsurgents.

That’ s Phase One, | nean, goal nunber one.
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But then there is an intended or
uni nt ended consequence. |Is that the nore, as the
gentl eman sai d, one of the people who nentioned the
fact that Sunnis, though a mnority, were far
better trained, equipped, were rich, and had this
feeling of superiority on Shias.

| think this is all very — all very
true. But, then now that you have Shias nobilizing
finally, then significant nobilization of Shias in
Irag, of Shias thinking that the U S. cannot defend
them anynore. And that the U S. are now interested
in having Sunnis in and that they are not reliable,
and so on and so forth.

That opens an avenue for Iranian
interference, which is already extrenely
significant in the ranks of the — of the al sedra
(phonetic) mlitia. And also in the Hakeem
(phonetic) group. And this may be if you wish a
sem -uni ntended consequence. | nean, for — for
the Zargaw people, what is interesting is that the
i nsurgent Sunnis are not going throw them out now.
| nmean, they have, you know, they have secured,

t hey have covered their back on this issue.

But in doing so, they may have opened
the door for — for a major w ndow of opportunity
for the Iranians. Sonething which at the end of

the day will not —- should not be great for the
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Zargawi peopl e, because then the conflict is going
to take another nation, provided the U S. stil
stays in the ganme, which may not be the case.

| mean, in terns of physically, staying
in the gane in lran. But this is, you know, this
is too farfetched to decide as of today.

As of your other questions, | was just
j oki ng of course about the fact that the
publication of this book in French would be
percei ved as another sign that — by the neocons
that the — the French were really on the bad side.
But we know that al ready.

And the -- what you said about the
parties are not there the way we see it. And
needl ess to say, this m s-perception is very strong
anong those who is nmatters nost.

A related point is contenpt in
nei ghbor hoods of outskirts of the big cities where
we have projects, which are mainly peopl e by
famlies or sem-famlies, | nmean sem-famlies
because very usually the fathers are absent.

More or less |ike what happens in
Afri can- Aneri can nei ghbor hoods here, where kids
nostly predom nately from African origin whether
bl ack Africa or north Africa origin, set fires to
cars in a sort of sacrificial manner, after dusk to

attract attention on their plight.
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And so this was diversely interpreted.
Sonme said that it was the failure of the French
nmodel of integration. Qhers, Fox News had it that
it was Fallujah on the Seine. | think the New York
Times was the third intifada. And each according
to his own series of fantasies.

Dealing wwth -- ny students and | went
t hrough the blogs that, you know, that insurgents
or sem -insurgents, Fallujah French insurgents, had
on the internet. And there was very, very little
Islamin that. It was — it was mainly things that
had to do with respect, with burning — torching
nore cars than the other city, and the |ike.

And at tines you had a guy who started
wi th Hondu ela (phonetic) ny brothers, don't burn
cars. W have to burn the great evil of enpires
French, and whatever. But, then he would be sort
of brushed off by the others who said, “no, sucks
and we don’t buy your shit.”

O you woul d have anot her guy, a
| eftist French, who you would identify because he
would wite in grammatical French instead of text
French. M xed-up with back-slang and Arabi c back-
sl ang and say, “conrades, do not burn the cars of
your — of your brothers in suffering, but go to
Ni or with the posh nei ghborhoods and burn the cars

of the capitalists.” And there again he would be
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“hey, you' re a bufunce (phonetic), or dummy, or get
out,” and we don’'t — we don’'t understand the
| anguage he was tal ki ng.

So, it was — it was nore of a novenent
t hat was showi ng not only social deprivation, but
also — also the feeling of racial and ethnic
alienation. Visa vi (phonetic) the mainstreamthat
was — that | personally interpreted as an attenpt
to join the mainstreamand to join the folds.

That is why there were a nunber of
measures that were taken in order to try to
facilitate their access through the job market.
Now t he nmeasures — the governnent neasures that
you so facetiously refer to called the CPE or the
contrat prem ere enbauche (phonetic), “the first
job,” whatever it is called thing, which is now
| eadi ng to denonstrations, nmassive denonstrations
in France, which is why | fled ny country and try
to ask for shelter in the U S

It was — it is not directly related to
that. It is sonething that has to do definitely to
this problem of having access to the job market for
—- for young people, but the vepaun (phonetic) sort
of ms-targeted the issue because the students are
not pl eased because they’'re convinced that they can
have access to a job for life. And that they wll

not be fired, you know, during when they have their
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first jobs.

And this job thing, this new job thing,
allows the corporation or whatever to fire soneone
within two years w thout providing any
expl anations, any justification in order to
fluiditify (phonetic) the job markets.

The i dea woul d be that, you know, as
it’s easier to — to recruit than, you know, young
people will have — w Il break the first |ock and
then will be kept in the system

But then for the unenpl oyed youth of
the projects, who have no qualifications at al
usual ly, this thing does not hel p because no one
wants themon the job market. \Whether it be on a
tenporary basis or a non-tenporary basis. So, it
has no real relation with — wth the suburb’s
thing, nmuch to our regrets.

CHAI RWOVAN ESFANDI ARl : Thank you very
much. We couldn’t help, but end with a note
regardi ng France, which was very nice. Thank you
very nmuch.

MR. KEPEL: It’'s the center of the
wor | d.

(Wher eupon the entitl ed-
matter was concluded at

(time not provided).)
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