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U.S. Representative

John Spratt          South Carolina # 5th District

News Release
December 24, 2001, For Immediate Release
Contact: Chuck Fant, 202-225-5501

Spratt Secures $1.325 Million for Marian Wright Edelman Library 

WASHINGTON – U.S. Rep. John Spratt (D-SC) announced today that Marlboro

County will receive a total of $ 1, 325, 000 in federal funding for the Marian Wright

Edelman Library to be built in downtown Bennettsville.

Spratt secured $825,000, with the help of U.S. Sen. Ernest F. Hollings (D-SC), in the
fiscal year 2002  appropriations bill for Housing and Urban Development.  Spratt obtained an
additional $500,000 from the bill that funds the Institute for Museum and Library Services (the
Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education appropriations bill).  Congress passed the
Housing bill in November and the Labor bill this month.

“It is rare for libraries to be funded from HUD’s economic development account,” said
Spratt, “but I presented the library as just that, a project to help Marlboro County grow. We hope
that this will not be just another library, but a learning center serving all ages and all races, and
bringing people together. We want this to be a place all people will come to read, to study, and to
learn from each other. If it becomes this kind of center, it will help the county grow, economically
and in many other ways too.” 

Spratt added, “I am also pleased to have been able to secure additional funds for the library
through the federal program best suited to help equip and fill the library — the Institute for
Museum and Library Services. This grant of $500,000 can be used for a wide array of non-
construction purposes, and should help make the Edelman Library a truly first-rate learning
center.” 

The library of approximately 25,000 square feet will rest on a 2.5 acre site fronting on
Main Street in Bennettsville. It will be named for Marian Wright Edelman, a native of
Bennettsville who has risen to national prominence as founder and director of the Children’s
Defense Fund. When she was growing up in Bennettsville in the manse of Shiloh Baptist Church,
Marian Wright lived within eyesight of the public library, but she could never use it because it was
racially segregated.  Unlike that library, this library will have these words boldly inscribed over its
portal: “Everyone Is Welcome.” 

Another distinguished native, Hugh L. McColl, Jr., is a collaborator on the project. 
McColl is the former Chief Executive Officer of Bank of America, and he is in the process of 
raising additional resources for the library.  The balance of funding, which will still be substantial,
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will be provided by Marlboro County, perhaps with help from the State of South Carolina.

“Federal funding of local libraries is never sufficient to pay for an entire project,” said
Spratt. “But in this case, we hope that federal and private funds will make it possible to leverage
county and state funding, and build a better facility.” 

Spratt credited Hollings and U.S. Rep. David R. Obey (D-WI) for their assistance.
Hollings is a senior member of the Senate Appropriations Committee, and Obey is the senior
Democrat on the House Appropriations Committee.  Spratt called their support “invaluable” in
helping secure the appropriation. 
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