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Mark Sturtevant, with granddaughter

HEARING AIDS
IN DALLASIN DALLAS

Specializing in nearly 
invisable hearing aids

Mention this ad for 
additional savings

CIC

MicroBTE

Joyful Sound Hearing
503-623-0290 • 312 Main St.

Ask about Complete
Bluetooth Connectivity

“Mark, at Joyful Sound,
raised my hearing 

experience to a higher
level and increased my

quality of life. I’m 
truly satisfied with my 
new hearing system.”

— Rebecca Delore



Polk County Itemizer-Observer • May 20, 2009 EXPLORE POLK COUNTY 3C 

Published by the Polk County Itemizer-Observer
Nancy Adams, publisher; Kurt Holland, managing editor; Craig Coleman, reporter; Jillian Beaudry, reporter; Sam Scott, reporter;

Adam Korst, photography; Marc Faulconer, design; Heidi Mowrey, display advertising; Isaac Maiden, display advertising;
Debbi Dupras, display advertising; Kathy Huggins, production; Bill Haskins, production; Elijah Voris, production; Pat Letsch,
bookkeeping; Dawn Ohren, classified ads; Ami Braden, classified ads; Caroline Bauch, classified ads/office administration

Explore Polk County
Advertising Directory — Page 4
Polk County Service Directory — 5
Take a Polk County wine tour — 6-8
More on wineries and vineyards — 10-12
Black Rock: Mountain biking Mecca — 14-16
Motor-Vu Drive-In keeps the faith — 18-20
Guthrie Park: Foot-stompin’ fun — 22-24
Baskett Slough: So wild, so near — 26-28
Airlie Hills Family Farm — 30-32
Wings of Wonder are in the air — 34-36
Fresh from the farmers market — 38
Teeing off in Polk County — 40
Fort Yamhill: History with a view — 42
Outdoor entertainment schedule — 44
Sarah Helmick State Park — 44
Guide to Polk County city parks — 46-48

Ritner Creek Bridge lives on — 50
Spirit Mountain Casino — 52
Hunter Arboretum: A place to dream — 54
Buena Vista Ferry crosses time — 56
Western Oregon University — 58-60
Polk County Historical Museum — 62-64
Courthouse: The center of things — 64
Brunk House and farmstead — 66
Polk County medical directory— 67-68
Jensen Arctic Museum — 70-72
Gentle House: A pioneer landmark — 74-75
Spring Valley Church — 76
Guide to Polk County parks — 77
Independence Heritage Museum — 78-79
Community Festivals — 80-82
Polk County church directory — 84-86 

IN THIS SPECIAL SECTION:



4C EXPLORE POLK COUNTY Polk County Itemizer-Observer • May 20, 2009

Index to Advertisers
DALLAS

Advanced Bodyworks .......................17

All Animals Are Heavenly ................71

All City Guttering .............................13

Althea's Tea Room ............................73

Avenue Mortgage ..............................33

Blush .................................................39

Bollman Funeral Home.....................21

Brixius Jewelers ................................65

Capone's ..............................................7

Citizen's Bank ...................................39

City Of Dallas ...................................87

Craven Woods Insurance...................65

Curves ...............................................57

Dallas Area 

Chamber of Commerce .....................11

Dallas Auto Wrecking .......................39

Dallas Automotive.............................17

Dallas Family Medicine ....................15

Dallas Floral & Gifts.........................11

Dallas Heating & Sheet Metal ..........83

Dallas Retirement Village .................31

Dallas Towing ...................................39

Daryll's Nursery ................................51

Delbert Hunter Arboretum ..................7

Dick's Auto Glass..............................65

Edward Jones, Bob Timmerman.......55

Envy Spa Salon .................................45

Evangelical Bible Church .................57

Focal Point Photography...................65

Grandma's Attic.................................43

H&R Block .......................................83

H2O ...................................................13

Hamblin's Nursery.............................61

Home Comfort ..................................59

Joe Hayward Ford .............................47

Joyful Sound .......................................2

L&L Equipment ................................63

Les Schwab Tire Center ......................5

Mac's Remodeling.............................55

Marion Miller Insurance ...................39

Mary Kay- Angela Daglen ................43

McMullin Chevrolet Service Dept....13

McMullin Chevrolet..........................43

ME Electric .......................................25

Medicine Shoppe...............................51

Mira Mar Mexican Restaurant ..........71

Old Mill Feed & Garden...................77

Oregon First Community 

Credit Union......................................49

OSU Federal Credit Union ...............19

Plain & Fancy ...................................25

Reading Time Books...........................7

ReMax/American Real Estate...........19

Shannon's pet Stylin' .........................37

South View Medical Arts ..................45

State Farm Insurance -

Stan Schmidt ....................................57

Taylor's Auto Body ...........................21

The Car Doctor .................................73

The Car Shop ....................................27

The Decorated Wall...........................53

Timber Sporting Supplies8 .................8

Trinity Lutheran Church ...................39

Van Well Building Supply.................55

Visual Media Center..........................35

Wall Insurance...................................83

Washington St Steakhouse & Pub.....17

West Valley Hospital .........................69

Windermere - Amber Archibald........37

Windermere - Donna Graham...........51

Windermere - Jan Terway .................73

Windermere - Michele Bennett.........17

Windermere - Yolanda Zuger............25

World Gym........................................25

INDEPENDENCE

"C" Cable Realty...............................53

B & B Small Engine Repair..............21

Farnstrom Mortuary ..........................33

Grossman & Weston Gravel .............75

Heritage Museum..............................41

Independence Amphitheater..............81

Independence Cinema .......................19

Independence House 

Bed & Breakfast ................................11

JTE Floor Coverings .........................23

Les Schwab Tire Center ......................5

Linen Warehouse...............................17

Sandy's Fine Jewelry.........................41

Soapy Paws .........................................7

State Farm Insurance - 

Barb Mylnechuk................................45

MONMOUTH

Airlie Hills Farms ...............................9

Dancing Oaks Nursery ......................13

H&R Block .......................................83

MBA- Music in The Park .................79

MINET ..............................................73

Monmouth Medical Clinic ................69

Oregon First Community 

Credit Union......................................49

OSU Federal Credit Union ...............19

Ticor Title..........................................73

West Valley Hospital/

Lab Annex .........................................69

Windermere - 

Catherine Underwood-Bush................7

Windermere - King Team..................37

WOU- Historic Gentle House...........29

WOU- Jensen Arctic Museum ..........29

WOU- Smith Fine Arts Series ..........29

RICKREALL

France School of Dance ....................53

Polk County Fairgrounds ..................75

Polk County Museum .......................73

GREATER POLK COUNTY

Bethel Community Church ...............41

Boondocks.........................................71

Eola Inn Restaurant...........................19

Historic Brunk House .......................73

Salem Electric ...................................41

OTHER

Polk County Church Directory ....84-86

Polk County Medical Directory...67-68



Polk County Itemizer-Observer • May 20, 2009 EXPLORE POLK COUNTY 5C 

GGOOVVEERRNNMMEENNTT
Polk County

850 Main St., Dallas
503-623-8173

Commissioners: Ron Dodge, Mike Propes, Tom Ritchey

City of Dallas
187 SE Court St., Dallas

503-623-2338, 503-831-3501
City Manager: Jerry Wyatt

Mayor: Jim Fairchild

City of Falls City
299 Mill St., Falls City

503-787-3631
Mayor: Darrin Fleener

City of Independence
240 Monmouth St., Independence

503-838-1212
City Manager: Gregory Ellis

Mayor: John McArdle

City of Monmouth
151 W. Main St., Monmouth

503-838-0722
City Manager: Scott McClure

Mayor: John Oberst

SSCCHHOOOOLLSS
Central School District

1610 Monmouth St., Independence
503-838-0030

Superintendent: Joseph Hunter

Dallas School District
111 SW Ash, Dallas

503-623-5594
Superintendent: Christy Perry

Falls City School District
111 N. Main St., Falls City

503-787-3521
Superintendent: Peter M. Tarzian

Perrydale School District
7445 Perrydale Road, Amity
503-623-2040, 503-835-3184

Superintendent: Robin Stoutt

CCHHAAMMBBEERRSS OOFF CCOOMMMMEERRCCEE
Dallas Area Chamber of Commerce

119 SW Court St., Dallas
503-623-2564

Executive Director: Chelsea Pope

Monmouth-Independence Chamber of Commerce
355 Pacific Ave., Suite A, Monmouth

503-838-4268
Executive Director: Amberly Van Winkle

AT YOUR SERVICE
In Polk County

DALLAS 121 Main St. • 503-623-8155
Mon - Fri  8AM - 6PM • Sat 8AM - 5PM

INDEPENDENCE
1710 Monmouth St. • 503-838-6340



With more than 70 winer-
ies in Polk County, how does
one choose where to stop?
These three wineries from
different parts of the county
are best known for the quali-
ty and variety of wines, stun-
ning landscape and general
atmosphere.

Van Duzer Vineyards
A short drive from Dallas

settled in the hills overlook-
ing Baskett Slough is Van
Duzer Vineyards. Located at
11975 Smithfield Road, Dal-
las, the vineyard is named
after the Henry Van Duzer
Forest State Scenic Corridor
known for its summer cooling that
grows wonderful pinot noir.

Since 1998, the family-owned
vineyard has grown pinot noir and
pinot gris on its 140 acres. It fea-
tures five different bottlings of
pinot noir as well as dessert wines
and port.

Kathy Fiebig, direct sales and hos-
pitality manager, said the winery is
set up for visitors to taste fabulous
wines that represent the region.

“(It’s the perfect place to) just sit

outside on the patio and drink a
glass of wine,” Fiebig said.

The architecture and design of the
tasting room draws elements from its
art deco-style label. Gold stars deco-
rate the ceiling and colorful leaves
wrap around glass light fixtures.

The winery uses sustainable
farming and production to create
16,000 cases of wine each year.

Visit the tasting room daily from
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. On sunny days, the
patio is the perfect setting for a

gathering looking out over
the slough and small farms.
Guests are welcome to bring
a picnic as well. However,
some days the patio can be
windy, so bring a hat.

Because of tough econom-
ic times, the winery has re-
duced prices by 3 to 11 per-
cent. Bottles range in price
from $16 to $45.

For more information:
503-623-6420.

Cubanisimo Vineyards
Cubanisimo is a winery

that features a unique com-
bination of breathtaking
views of Salem, award-win-

ning wines and Cuban style.
Located at 1754 Best Road NW in

West Salem, the winery has only
been creating its own wine since
2003 and hosting tastings since
2007. Before that time period, the
grapes, planted in 1990, were sold to
wineries such as King Estate Winery
and Erath Vineyards.

The property’s 21 acres have vines
that produce pinot noir and pinot
gris.

Continued on Page 8
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Van Duzer Vineyards offers spectacular views of Baskett Slough. Located minutes from Dallas, no lengthy
expedition is needed to enjoy scenery and quality wine on a sunny day.

Award-winning wines and good people at
Cubanisimo Vineyards will make visitors want to

salsa all night under the Polk County stars.

Come take a Polk County 
wwiinnee ttoouurr

Region filled with touted wineries, vineyards 
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Catherine
Underwood-Bush

Contact me for details!

503-881-3560
catherinebush@windermere.com
I’m here to help you!

Windermere
Western View Properties  

503-838-1141 Monmouth

ATTENTION:
FIRST TIME 

HOME BUYERS!
You may Qualify for 

the NEW $8,000 Tax Credit. 

Welcome to
Delbert Hunter

Arboretum & Botanic Garden

Delbert Hunter 
Arboretum & Botanic Garden

610 Park St., Dallas 
Located in Dallas City Park

Please phone 503-623-7359
for information www.delberthunterarboretum.org

Enjoy the large collection of Oregon
Native plants as you explore the gardens.
• Open year round.
• Self-guided tours.
• Maintained by volunteers and 

new volunteers are eagerly accepted.

Your One Stop Book Shop
• New and Used Books • Music & Wine Fridays

• Coffee • Art

503-831-1107 • 857 Main St., Dallas

Tuesday-Saturday 
10am to 7pm

FREE
WiFi

Book Clubs Meet Here!

• Daily Specials • Extensive Menu 
• Full Bar • Private Parties 
• Karaoke/DJ - Friday Nights
• Live Music - Saturday Nights Hours:

Mon-Thurs 10am-7pm
Fri. 9am-2am
Sat. 9am-Midnight
Extended summer
hours in June

Happy Hour:
Mon-Thurs 6pm-7pm
Fri 5pm-6pm
Sat 10pm-11pm
Appetizers ½ off
(Excludes Platters) 

957 Main St. • Dallas • 953-623-9445

1/4 Burger
with fries
$2.99

Every Day Professional Grooming
Full Service Bathing

Advantage Flea Treatment
for cats and dogs

Self Service Bathing

Pet Beds, Toys & Treats

Soapy Paws Pet Salon
503-838-1457 • 164 C Street • Independence

www.soapypaws.com • Tues - Sat: 10AM - 6PM

$300 Any Service 
or Productoff



Continued from Page 6
Christina Collada, the director of

operations and owner’s daughter,
said her father Mauricio is an immi-
grant from Cuba who came to Ore-
gon to work as a doctor. 

There are visible signs of his cul-
ture from the decor of the tasting
room to the label.

“People are thrown off by the
name,” Christina said. “We have a
catchy name with good wine to back
it up.”

Earthy colors and Cuban design
transport visitors to Mauricio’s home
country by stepping into the tasting
room.

Outdoors, the patio has a dance
floor that hosts salsa lessons every
third Saturday of each month by
reservation.

Christina said their winery is un-
usual and doesn’t fit the typical up-
tight stereotype some wineries have.

“I know that we break from that
stereotype,” she said. “We like to
have fun with our wine.”

Currently, the menu includes
nine wines — varieties of pinot noir
and pinot gris. Bottles range from
$16 to $70.

Their wines win awards every
year they enter competitions,
Christina said. The most recent
award was the gold medal in the
American Fine Wine Competition

for their 2006 pinot noir.
The tasting room is open every

day March through December from
11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

For more information: 503-588-
1763.

Airlie Winery
If you are looking for a winery to

spend the day, make the drive out
to Airlie Winery at 15305 Dunn For-
est Road southwest of Monmouth.

Airlie is known for its variety of
quality wines. The winery is laid
back, primarily run by women, dog
friendly and secluded. A gravel road
leads you to owner Mary Olson’s 32
acres of grapes that she has been
growing since 1997.

Olson has seven varieties that she
blends to create wines such as
Marechal Foch, a French-American
hybrid grape and pinot noir.

“We have a breadth of our wines,
from a sweet wine to a dry red wine,
and everything in between,” Olson
said.

Olson recently took home the
bronze medal for her pinot noir at
the Newport Seafood and Wine Fes-
tival in February, and was the win-
ner of the 100 Top Value Wines of
the Year in June 2008.

Her bottles range in price from
$10 to $30.

Pack a picnic and plan to be at
the secluded winery for a long time.

Rather than relaxing near the tast-
ing room, take your picnic down to
the unique spring-fed pond. 

Olson said even dogs are allowed
to take a swim on hot days.

The tasting room is open weekends
from noon to 5 p.m., March through
December, and by appointment.

There is also an annual Memorial
Day Weekend event complete with
food, wine and music.

For more information: 503-838-
6013.
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Polk County’s place in the Van
Duzer Corridor is the perfect cool

spot to grow the finnicky pinot
noir grape.

Wineries: Vineyards offer
great wine and views, too

Drawing on the Cuban roots of the owner, the tasting room at Cubanisimo has warm colors and soft lighting.
Guests only remember they are in Polk County upon stepping outdoors to view the city of Salem below.
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In case you haven’t heard, the
Polk County wine industry keeps
getting bigger and better. The coun-
ty has emerged as one of Oregon’s
major players in the state’s touted
wine industry.

Statistics from the USDA’s Nation-
al Agricultural Statistics Service via
its 2008 Oregon Vineyard and Win-
ery Report is proof that Polk County
contributes in a big way when it
comes to Oregon wine.

Polk County ranks second in
planted acreage (2,883), second in
harvested acreage (1,960) and sec-
ond in production (4,086 tons).
Only neighboring Yamhill County to
the north ranks higher.

The county also ranks fourth in
number of vineyards with 78. Only
Yamhill (248), Washington (84) and
Jackson (81) counties have more.

Bottles bearing the names of local
vineyards like Airlie, Chateau Bian-
ca, Eola Hills and Van Duzer, among
many others, have helped make
Polk County one of Oregon’s top
producers of grapes and wines.

Pinot noir accounts for the ma-

jority of Polk County’s planted
acreage, with 2,035 acres in that va-
riety. Pinot gris (414 acres) and
chardonnay (175 acres) are a distant
second and third.

Polk County is blessed with the
ingredients for growing grapes:
good soil, moderate temperatures,

and a balance of sunshine and rain.
No wonder, then, that wine lovers
discovered the county fertile territo-
ry for vineyards.

Vineyards (where the grapes are
grown) and wineries (where they’re
made into wine and bottled) dot the
region.

One of the best resources for
those interested in a tour of area
wineries is “Vintage Oregon: Oregon
Winery Guide,” produced by the
folks at the Oregon Wine Board. It
offers a guide and information to
the state’s wine industry and de-
tailed information about wineries.

Additional information is avail-
able at the wine board’s Web site,
www.oregonwine.org.

Many of the region’s wineries
offer wine tastings on a seasonal or
year-round basis. Some are open by
appointment only, others just on
we e k e n d s,  a n d  o t h e r s  d a i l y
throughout the week. A few offer full
tours. It is recommended you call
ahead to confirm schedules and op-
erating hours.

Continued on Page 12

Bryan Croft, winemaker at Firesteed Cellars near Rickreall, examines plump pinot noir grapes on the vine.  

A fine time for wines in Polk County

Lowell Ford looks over barrels of
wine at Illahe Vineyards in Dallas.
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EExxpplloorree  OOuurr  AArrrraannggeemmeennttss
CCoommee  oonn  bbyy  aanndd

••  FFrreesshh  &&  SSiillkk  AArrrraannggeemmeennttss
••  FFrruuiitt  &&  GGiifftt  BBaasskkeettss  

••  SSttuuffffeedd  AAnniimmaallss  ••  BBaalllloooonnss
••  UUnniiqquuee  GGiiffttss  &&  mmuucchh  mmoorree

550033--662233--22331111  ••  114466  SSWW  BBiirrcchh  ••  DDaallllaass

We wire everywhere.
Over 75 years in the same location.

We’ve Been Exploring Polk County

Since 1875!

And We’ll Continue....

111144447777    SSSSEEEE    CCCCoooouuuurrrrtttt    SSSStttt    ••••    DDDDaaaallll llllaaaassss    ••••    555500003333----666622223333----2222333377773333
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Continued from Page 10
Wineries in Polk County that offer

tasting rooms and tours include:
• Airlie Winery, 15305 Dunn Forest

Road, Monmouth (Airlie), 503-838-6013.
• Amalie Robert Estate, 13531 Bursell

Road, Dallas, 503-831-4703.
• Bethel Heights Vineyard, 6060

Bethel Heights road, West Salem, 503-
581-2262.

• Bryn Mawr Vineyards, 5955 Bethel
Heights Road NW, West Salem, 503-
581-4286.

• Chateau Bianca Winery, 17485
Highway 22, Dallas, 503-623-6181.

• Cherry Hill Winery, 7867 Crowley
Road, Rickreall, 503-623-7867.

• Cristom Vineyards, 6905 Spring Val-
ley Road NW, West Salem, 503-375-
3068.

• Cubanisimo Vineyards, 1754 Best
Road NW, West Salem, 503-588-1763.

• Emerson Vineyards, 11665 Airlie
Road, Monmouth, 503-838-0944.

• Eola Hills Wine Cellars, 501 S. Pacific
Highway (99W), Rickreall, 503-623-2405.

• Firesteed Cellars, 2200 N. Pacific
Highway (99W), Rickreall, 503-623-
8683.

• Johan Vineyards, 4825 N. Pacific
Highway (99W), Rickreall, 866-379-
6029).

• Left Coast Cellars, 4225 N. Pacific
Highway (99W), Rickreall, 888-831-
4916.

• Mystic Wines, 3995 Deepwood
Lane NW, West Salem, 503-581-2769
(tasting room located in Amity).

• Namaste Vineyards, 5600 Van Well
Road, Dallas, 503-623-4150.

• Orchard Heights Winery, 6057 Or-
chard Heights Road NW, West Salem.
503-391-7308.

• Redhawk Vineyard, 2995 Michigan
City Lane NW, West Salem, 503-362-
1596.

• St. Innocent Ltd. (tasting room),
5657 Zena Road NW, West Salem, 503-
378-1526.

• Stangeland Vineyards, 8500 Honey-
well Road NW, West Salem, 503-581-
0355.

• The Cost Vineyard, 5917 Orchard
Heights Road NW, West Salem, 503-
922-3549.

• Van Duzer Vineyards, 11975 Smith-
field Road, Dallas, 503-623-6420.

• Whistling Dog Cellars, 5657 Zena
Road NW, West Salem, 503-329-5114.

• Witness Tree Vineyard, 7111 Spring
Valley Road NW, West Salem, 503-585-
7874.

—
Want just a taste in town? These

spots offer a variety of local wines
without the drive:

• Fine Wines and Flowers, 154 S.
Main St., Independence, 503-837-0459.

• J. Bella’s Restaurante, 114 S. Main
St., Independence, 503-838-4425.

• L’Attitude Point One, 904 Main St.,
Dallas, 503-831-1588.

• West Side Wine Store, 550 Taggart
Rd. NW, Suite 110D, West Salem, 503-
763-9463.

It is recommended you call ahead
to confirm schedules and operating
hours.

Polk County is one of the leading players in Oregon’s touted wine industry. The county ranks second in the
state in planted acreage, harvested acreage and production. Pinot noir is the most popular variety.

Wineries of Polk County
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UUUUnnnnddddeeeerrrr    NNNNeeeewwww    MMMMaaaannnnaaaaggggeeeemmmmeeeennnntttt
SSSSaaaammmmeeee    GGGGrrrreeeeaaaatttt    TTTThhhhrrrriiiifffftttt    SSSSttttoooorrrreeee

SSSSaaaammmmeeee    LLLLoooowwww    PPPPrrrriiiicccceeeessss
Food Boxes ~ Helping Hands

Wed. & Sat. Bread Days
• Electronics
• Furniture
• Books

• Dishes
• Clothing
• Tools

555500003333----888833331111----4444777733336666
451 SE Maple

Dallas

• Household Items
• Some Building Supplies
• And MUCH, More!

Come visit our display garden for 
ideas and inspiration.

See our website for many wonderful 
classes & events for 2009
www.dancingoaks.com

17900 Priem Rd
Monmouth

503-838-6058
www.dancingoaks.com

812 SE Jefferson • Dallas • 503-623-6686

FUEL FOR THE SOUL

HOURS: M-F 7:30 am - 5:30 pm  
www.mcmullinchev.com

WE WELCOME ALL MAKES AND MODELS

Our Service
Department Offers

OIL CHANGE

• Full Multi Point Inspection • Up to 6 qts Oil
• Most Makes & Models - Excludes Diesels

$1995
Everyday!

Our 
gutters

come in a
Rainbow of Colors

All City

Ser
vin

g Polk
Co. sinc

e 197
1

GUTTERING INC.

• Steel or aluminum prepainted 
• 6” Fascia gutter systems 

• continuous gutters 
• 27 Colors available • Cleaning

• 5% Senior Discount 

Do-it-Yourselfer Materials
~ FREE ESTIMATES ~

• RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
• MANUFACTURED • APARTMENTS

$75 Minimum Repairs
In Business 37 Years

503-623-5350 or
503-931-9835 C

C
B

#
 9

75
56
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Chris Eggen, a member of the Black Rock Mountain Bike Association, catches some air as he flies down a
path that is part of the group’s sanctioned freeride trail system northwest of Falls City.

Black Rock: Where spirits soar
Volunteers, ODF have created a mountain bikers’ paradise

Chris Eggen rolls deftly along and
off a low-lying teeter-totter, contin-
ues forward onto and then off the
lip of a 6-foot cliff.

He coasts through a single track,
launches up onto a narrow wooden
bridge, lands with a soft thud, and
then swoops left along a roller
coaster-like banked turn before
slowing to a stop.

“That’s so fun,” Eggen says of the
short run as he walks his bike — an
impressive 38-pound machine
sporting dual suspension, titanium
bolts and magnesium pedals —
back up the hill to try a different
route.

“Exhilarating.”
This one sends him, and later

Evan Nance of Falls City, sailing off
a jump 40 feet through the air. A few

happy hoots cut through the other-
wise quiet of the forest.

This is “Basic Training” — the
practice spot of the Black Rock
Mountain Bike Area just northwest
of Falls City.

Because of the narrow wooden
trestles, elevated bridges called
“skinnies,” ramps and other riding
features sitting amidst tall fir and
spruce trees, it has been described
on more than one occasion as re-
sembling an Ewok village.

To freeriding enthusiasts like
Eggen and Nance, it’s paradise in
the woods.

“When you’re riding, you’re mind
is silenced,” Nance says. “For us out
here, it’s like our sanctuary ... you
can let everything on your mind go
while you’re on a mountain bike.”

The popular Polk County riding
area is the product of a unique part-
nership between the Oregon De-
partment of Forestry (ODF) —
which owns the 1,000-acre parcel of
timber that contains the trails —
and the Black Rock Mountain Bike
Association (BRMBA).

The land was once a haven for
dirt bike riders during the 1980s,
until ODF closed it to motor vehi-
cles. Mountain bikers, meanwhile,
still flocked there and even cut
some primitive trails into Mount
Brown.

In 2002, Leo Kowalski, Michael
Susee and Jason Vogt — a trio from
the Salem-area — approached ODF
about building a sanctioned
freeride trail.

Continued on Page 16
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Continued from Page 14
Freeriding is a more aggressive

subset of mountain biking that fo-
cuses on downhill riding, jumps
and maneuvering through and over
obstacles. ODF agreed, and desig-
nated Black Rock a mountain bike-
only site.

“I call it an extreme version of
forest recreation,” said John Barnes,
an ODF public use coordinator who
has worked with BRMBA from the
beginning.

“Freeride trails aren’t the type of
trail that you can put anywhere. You
have to have the right terrain ... the
only type of recreation that’s ever
occurred at Black Rock has been
mountain biking.”

The group dug and routed the
first trail there, “Sikter Gnar,” in
2002. In the years that followed,
more volunteers have gotten in-
volved in moving tons of dirt and
using fallen timber to construct fea-
tures on steep hillsides.

“I was out there three days a week
my first couple of years,” said Troy
Mu n s e l l ,  w h o  m a n a g e s  t h e
“Granny’s Kitchen” trail. “It sounds
strange, but it gets really addictive
building trails, as hard and dirty as
the work is.”

There are about 10.5 miles of
trails that wind through 400 acres of
the Black Rock parcel today, with
five different runs of varying diffi-
culty levels, not unlike a ski resort.
The difference here is riders must
pedal or walk back up the hill after
finishing a trail. During special
events or races, vehicles shuttle
bikes and riders back and forth.

Kowalski, Susee and Vogt origi-
nally formed the Black Rock
Freeride Association to manage the
trails and interact with ODF. That
group has since developed into
BRMBA, with about 1,400 members
registered through its Web site, said
Rich Bontrager, BRMBA president.

As recognition goes, Black Rock
has grown by leaps and bounds.
Featured in mountain bike maga-
zines and videos, the area is popu-
lar with Willamette Valley locals and
visitors from as far away as Califor-
nia, Canada and even Ireland.

“It’s not that we made a great
place, it’s that ODF let us,” Munsell

says. “We had dedicated people,
and the right people, get involved
(with the trail) and the powers that
be let Black Rock happen.

“That combo has made an amaz-
ing place, one of the best in the
United States for freeriding.”

—
Use of the Black Rock Mountain

Bike Area trails is free and open to
the public. To get there:

• From Main Street in Dallas, turn
right on Fairview Avenue — which
becomes Highway 223 South — and
follow it out of town. Continue on

Highway 223 for about nine miles,
then turn right onto Falls City Road.

• Once in Falls City, travel west
through downtown and bear right
before the bridge onto Mitchell
Street.

• Drive up a short hill, turn left
onto a dirt road and follow the river
for three miles until you reach the
Tapawingo Camp sign. Turn right
here, cross a bridge and park at an
area next to a main gate. Do not
drive past the gate, even if it’s open.

For more information, visit the
Web site www.brmba.org.
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Evan Nance of Falls City prepares to land on a ramp while riding down
a trail through tall fir trees on Oregon Department of Forestry land.

Black Rock: A unique history
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When the sun drops be-
hind the hills, music drifts
through the air as families
and teens on dates watch
the 90-foot screen light up
as the show begins.

Conventional patrons
of Dallas’ Motor-Vu Drive-
In Theater sit in their ve-
hicles, while others relax
in lawn chairs or on mat-
tresses, recliners and sofas
in the beds of their trucks.

Fifty years ago, this was
a typical summer week-
end activity. Today, with
only four drive-ins still
open in Oregon, it is a rare
throwback to an earlier
time in America.

“We like to see people

grow up with what we had
growing up,” Motor-Vu
co-owner Robin Mexico
says. She and her husband
Jeff are the fourth owners

of the 435-car drive-in
theater located on Fir Villa
Road in Dallas.

The Motor-Vu’s story
began in 1953, when Don

and Jeri Wernli, who had
experience with indoor
movie theaters, built the
drive-in. It opened on July
22, showing “Branded”
and “Meet Me At The Fair”
in Technicolor.

The owner prior to the
Mexicos, Ron Burch, was
impressed with the hus-
band and wife team’s
restoration of indoor
movie theaters in Stayton
and Albany, and asked in
2003 for the Mexico’s to
take on the Motor-Vu as it
was struggling to survive.

They declined at the
time, because they had
too much on their plate.

Continued on Page 20
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Big-screen magic at its best
Drive-ins like the Motor-Vu in Dallas are a great place for a family night out. While summer is considered
prime time for going to the drive-in, the Motor-Vu is typically open from April through at least October.

Movies on the outdoor big screen are part of Americana.
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Continued from Page 18
But in October 2007 they found

themselves in a good place to say
yes and rolled up their sleeves.

Since taking over ownership, the
Mexicos have been busy upgrading
the sound system, restrooms, snack
bar, fencing and the marquis. Jeff
dons an orange vest and radio and
serves as a security guard, making
sure everyone knows and follows
the rules.

The Motor-Vu reopened for the
season on weekends in April. Begin-
ning in May, it is open each night of
the week until Labor Day. Then, it
reverts to weekend showings only
until the winter closing in October
or November.

The drive-in will show “American
Graffiti” and “Grease” Sept. 18-20. It
will also feature a cruise-in on Sept.
19.

According to www.Drive-ins.com,
at the peak of their popularity there
were more than 5,000 drive-in the-
aters in the United States. Today,
there are less than 500. The other
three in Oregon are located in La
Grande, Milton-Freewater and

Newberg.
Jeff Mexico says drive-ins are

being torn down because develop-
ers want the land to build new
houses, not because they are less
popular.

“Originally there was a plan to
put houses in (the Motor-Vu lot)
and put a road through the drive-in,
but people complained,” Jeff says.

The Mexicos say they want to

keep the drive-in alive. Right now,
business is good. Jeff says he is see-
ing about 40 to 75 cars on week-
nights and is drawing weekend
turnouts of 180 to 200 cars. He says
he reached the 400-car maximum a
few times last summer.

Families come from all over the
Willamette Valley to enjoy the trip
back in time and for the price —
$18 per car (for up to eight people)
for two first-run movies.

Mexico says he has added a new
playground in front of the screen
for kids, the projection system has
been enhanced, and a coffee and
smoothie window has been added
to concessions. A new, wider variety
of ice cream will also put more
smiles on faces. 

The Mexicos have big plans for
the future, and intend to build on
the small empire they’re restoring.

“People keep saying ‘Oh, it’s
going away — they’ll   put houses in
it,’” Jeff says

“No, it’s here to stay.”
For showtimes: 503-623-4449. For

more information: www.dallasmo-
torvu.com.

A completely renovated snack bar awaits moviegoers to the Dallas Motor-Vu Drive-In Theater. 

Drive-in: Owners keeping the faith

Portal to the past: The gate at
Dallas’ Motor-Vu Drive-in.



Polk County Itemizer-Observer • May 20, 2009 EXPLORE POLK COUNTY 21C 

• Collision Repair • Glass Replacement
• Frame Alignment • Car Rental Arrangements

• Certified Technicians • State of the Art Equipment

Let us handle your insurance claims. 
All insurance companies accepted.

12795 Westview Dr. • Dallas

503-623-8487

1 mile NE of Dallas city limits 
on Hwy 223

“Where quality 
is no accident”

FFFFRRRREEEEEEEE
EEEESSSSTTTTIIIIMMMMAAAATTTTEEEESSSS

Taylor’s
Auto Body...

111122220000    DDDD    SSSSTTTT....    ••••    IIIINNNNDDDDEEEEPPPPEEEENNNNDDDDEEEENNNNCCCCEEEE    

• Lawnmowers • Weedeaters • Chainsaws • Parts 
• Tune-ups • Sharpens • Accessories • Repairs

• New & Used Outdoor Power Equipment

WWWWeeee     wwww oooo rrrr kkkk     oooo nnnn     aaaa llll llll     mmmm aaaa kkkk eeee ssss     &&&&     mmmm oooo dddd eeee llll ssss     oooo ffff     
oooo uuuu tttt dddd oooo oooo rrrr     pppp oooo wwww eeee rrrr     eeee qqqq uuuu iiii pppp mmmm eeee nnnn tttt ....

AAAA llll llll     ssss eeee rrrr vvvv iiii cccc eeee     wwww oooo rrrr kkkk     iiii ssss     gggg uuuu aaaa rrrr aaaa nnnn tttt eeee eeee dddd ....



22C EXPLORE POLK COUNTY Polk County Itemizer-Observer • May 20, 2009

A faithful following turns out every Friday night for the old-fashioned country music jam sessions
hosted by the Guthrie Park Community Center south of Dallas.

Foot-stompin’ fun
There’s no place like Guthrie Park, where music is

the language and friendship is the currency
There’s no question that some-

thing special happens every Friday
night at the Guthrie Park Commu-
nity Center.

One of the most spectacular
sights is 82-year-old Billie Buell,
shining gray hair pulled off her face,
dancing happily with her red walker
in the aisles.

“I get up and dance quite often —
they don’t mind,” Buell says.

Buell has been attending the
country music jams at the commu-
nity center since 1965. Nothing can
keep Buell away from the soulful
country music — not even a hip re-
placement gets in the way of her
dancing.

“It still works real well,” Buell
says.

Every Friday from 7 to 11 p.m.,
about 20 musicians come from all
over the county, and even the Salem

and Corvallis areas, with accor-
dions, acoustic guitars, fiddles, har-
monicas and a bass to play classic
country tunes.

The musicians form a circle,
some sitting on the wooden stage
and some in folding chairs. Listen-
ers sit in chairs along the walls,
slightly bowed with crisp white
paint and green trim. The wooden
floor is worn from all of the dancing
and children running over it when it
was used as a gymnasium.

Sally Clark, the manager and
owner of the Guthrie Park Commu-
nity Center located at 4320 Kings
Valley Highway, wouldn’t have it
any other way.

“I envisioned it to be what it is
now,” Clark says.

A group of her friends learned to
play music together at the Pedee
Country Store and rented the com-

munity center when the store
closed in early 1987.

The center came up for auction
in November 1987 and Clark knew
she had to have it. Luckily, she was
the highest bidder. Clark says the
other interested buyer would have
turned it into a car garage.

A car garage would have been a
sad fate given the center’s history.

According to Polk County Histori-
an Arlie Holt, a carpenter named
David Guthrie from Missouri came
up from California with $3,000 and
bought 640 acres in the area.
Guthrie built a home on Cooper
Hollow Road, where he raised sheep
and mohair goats and grew hops
and peaches.

Seven children later, Guthrie built
a schoolhouse after forming the
Guthrie School District in 1885.

Continued on Page 24
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Musicians come from near and far to play during the
Friday night country music jam sessions.
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Continued from Page 22
According to Holt, music was

brought to Guthrie by teacher Audie
Stone, who organized plays, com-
munity concerts and pie socials to
raise money for a playshed that was
later used as a gymnasium.

The gymnasium became the
schoolhouse after the second
school was either burned or demol-
ished. Holt says stories conflict as to
what actually happened.

The school was closed in 1960
and given to Guthrie’s heirs, who
donated it to the county for event
rentals. It was later sold at auction
to Clark.

Today, Clark has turned the cen-
ter into a nonprofit organization
that depends on volunteers, rentals
and donations.

The walls were bowing and the
windows boarded up when she
bought it, but she cleaned it up,
built a stage and a deck, where the
musicians play in the summertime
when it gets hot.

Clark says the weekly music jam
has only been canceled once in its
21 years because of a bad ice storm.

Crowds of old and young pack

into the church pews and folding
chairs every Friday to hear their
friends play. There is no sheet music
in this jam; Clark says they don’t
need it.

“We all play by ear and some-
times you don’t even know the
song,” she says with a smile.

There is also no amplification
system, making the ambience feel
as though you have stepped into a
different time. Only the shiny keys
on the accordions and Christmas
lights twinkling above in the rafters
give away the time period.

Carol Wilson moved to Dallas last
June and attends the music jam
every week, often bringing family
and friends. She loves the song
“Rock Me Mama” and also attends
gospel music night the third Satur-
day of each month.

“When I leave here at night I feel
so good,” Wilson says. “It’s a place I
need to be at.”

Older couples in country western
garb get up from their seats and
make their way to the back to show
off perfected country dance skills.
Some listen, some chat with friends,
and others slip in a donation and

enjoy cookies and chips.
Wilson says the events remind

her of what her parents did on the
weekends and recommends every-
one come down and enjoy the
evening.

“It’s better than having people go
to the bar,” Wilson says with a
laugh.

There is fun for all every week at
Guthrie. Acoustic music jams are
every Friday from 7 to 11 p.m. and
gospel music nights are held the
third Saturday of each month from
7 to 10 p.m.

Country folk dances resume in
September and are normally held
from 7 to 10 p.m. on the second Sat-
urday of the month in September,
November, January, March and May.
No experience is necessary as all
dances are taught.

Admission to the dances is $5 for
adults, families of four or more are
$15 and children under 12 are free.

This year, the annual Christmas
show will be Dec. 18 from 7:30 to 11
p.m.

For more information, visit the
Web site www.GuthriePark.org or
call 503-623-0874.

Guthrie:: Just old-fashioned fun
Guthrie Park Community Center was originally a gym-

nasium that was part of the Guthrie School District.
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Bountiful Baskett Slough

So close to civilization ... yet so
wild.

One of the outdoor treasures
available to residents and visitors of
Polk County is Baskett Slough Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge, which sits on
the north side of Highway 22 just
outside of Dallas.

The 2,492-acre refuge, named for
original landowner and thorough-
bred horse breeder George J. Bas-
kett, is home to an abundance of
wildlife — bird species in particular.
It draws thousands of visitors every
year.

Established in 1965 to provide
vital wintering habitat for dusky
Canada geese, the refuge now
sports an incredible variety of birds,
woodland critters, blacktail deer,
and is home to Fender’s blue but-
terfly, which were thought to be ex-
tinct until a small population was
discovered at the site in 1989.

Baskett Slough National Wildlife
Refuge is a brilliant respite from the

hustle and bustle of everyday life.
If you approach it from the west

off Highway 22 and turn onto Cov-
ille Road (located on the north side
of the highway) you enter the refuge
through its most peace-laden vi-
gnette.

Coville Road is a nondescript,
narrow gravel road that seems to
lead nowhere. But drive down this
road that parallels Highway 22, and
you’ll approach the Baskett Slough
National Reserve through the heart
of its wetland marshes.

The road winds around the base
of Baskett Butte to the main parking
area. But, before you push ahead
and abandon your car for a nice
hike, stop along the roadside amidst
the marshlands. If it is spring or fall,
the water should be high. Turn off
your engine, get out of your vehicle
and feel the air pass over the water.

Watch geese teaching their
goslings to swim and remember
what it was like for you when you

were small and your parents were
everything.

Close your eyes and listen to the
water, the wind and the wilds. When
you feel that same sense of longing
you’re ready. Take a deep breath, get
back into your car, and drive to the
main parking lot.

If you’re a seasoned hiker, you
will have packed a lunch (no con-
cession stands or vending machines
here!), a water bottle, a camera,
binoculars and your favorite field
guide. If you aren’t, you’ll have
packed a lunch to eat in peace. Re-
member, anything you carry in you
carry back out.

The hike up Baskett Butte is a
gentle swoop, and if you are in rea-
sonably good health you’ll have no
trouble.

Grab your day pack, lock your car
and wander off. There is a clearly
marked information kiosk at the
trail’s start and a toilet.

Continued on Page 28

From birds, to deer, to the Fender’s blue —
wildlife is here waiting for you
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There is but one main path from

this starting point. Take it to the first
junction. Here you have a choice.
Veering right takes you to the 1.5-
mile Baskett Butte Loop, also
known as the Richard Guadagno
Memorial Trail, which will leave you
at the top of the butte, where an ob-
servation platform also named in
honor of Guadagno is located.

Guadagno was the manager of
Baskett Slough for several years
until 2000. He was aboard hijacked
United Airlines Flight 93 that
crashed in rural Pennsylvania on
September 11, 2001.

There is now a large platform at
the top of Baskett Butte.

While a right veer will take you to
the woods, a left veer will take you
directly to the platform.

If you go directly to the platform,
you can double back down the path
and go through the Baskett Loop
Trail backward. This is the best op-
tion if you want to also visit Morgan
Lake (a much longer hike).

If you choose to double back,
look for the tamped down grass to
your left that disappears under the
scrub oak grove. That is the end (or
the beginning) of the butte loop.

If it’s a hot day, the gorgeous
woods will be a relief from the sun-
exposed platform. Trot up the in-
cline and you’ll soon feel your sun-
baked skin cooling beneath the fra-
grant shade of this little leaf-fringed
paradise.

The path is level and in very good
condition. As you jaunt through the
woods tread softly and the critters
will make themselves seen. Listen
for the Morse Code tapping of a
woodpecker, and watch for the
rustling chase of two chipmunks
bickering.

If you stay on this trail it will wind
back to the beginning and drop you
near the parking lot. It takes about
an hour to hike if you saunter, tak-
ing your time to stop and smell the
fern fronds.

About midway through this hike
you’ll come upon another fork. It’s
not obvious, so keep your eyes
open. It will be to the left (if you’re

coming from the platform). This
fork takes you to Morgan Lake.

Morgan Lake is only open during
the spring and summer. The rest of
the year it is closed to mitigate dis-
turbances for roosting birds.

The Morgan Lake Trail is three
miles long and will eventually loop
back to the Butte Loop (Guadagno
Memorial) Trail, which will then
take you back to your vehicle.

If you have all day to hike, it’s well
worth the shoe wear. Morgan Lake
is a favorite spot for the dusky
Canada Goose, mallards and cinna-
mon teal.

If you are a bird lover, take the
time to hike this trail, but have food
and water with you. All the trails in
Baskett Slough are well marked and
maintained year-round, but three
miles is longer than it seems.

Whether you brave Morgan Lake,
or just hike the Butte Loop, you’ll
end up back where you started.
Along the way you’ll pass a wonder-
ful hollowed tree, countless wood-
land animals, wild flowers, and, just
maybe, deer.

New in 2009 is a program where
guests can borrow binoculars and
bird guides while visiting the refuge.
For more information, call 503-623-
2749.

Just a few miles from the cities of
Polk County, Baskett Slough truly is
a treasure.

So close to civilization ... yet so
wild.

Baskett Slough: Lots of scenic options

Great egrets like these are a common sight at Baskett Slough
during the spring, fall and winter seasons.

A redwing blackbird, one of hundreds of water-loving species
at Baskett Slough, sings a springtime song. 
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No doubt the sight on
Aaron Kennel’s farm off
Airlie Road has left many
passersby scratching their
heads.

Several greenhouses are
filled with what look like
drug-store sunglasses
racks, more than 2,000 in
all.

T h e  s h o u l d e r- h i g h
stacks collectively carry
roughly 50,000 strawberry
plants — particularly
green and leafy speci-
mens. Some bear fruit al-
most the size of apricots.

“We’ve had people stop
and pull in just to ask
what this is,” Aaron Ken-
nel’s wife, Sarah, said.
“Even our neighbors
couldn’t stand it. They had
to ask what we were
doing.”

What they’ve done with
Airlie Hills Family Farm
was create in 2007 what’s
believed to be the only hy-
droponic strawberry oper-
ation in Oregon. Visitors
to the U-pick patch can
treat themselves to straw-
berries that produce from

March until December.
“We get the occasional

people from out of state
who are interested in try-
ing something similar,”
Aaron Kennel said. And
“there is still a good
amount of curiosity from
the people who drive by
about (our set-up).”

Kennel works alongside
his brother and father
growing grass seed in Polk
County. Four years ago, he
became interested in di-
versifying into hydroponic

crops.
“The system works well

for a lot of things, and
particularly well for straw-
berries,” Kennel said.

According to Bernadine
Strik, Extension Office
berry crop professor at
Oregon State University,
there were 1,800 acres of
strawberries harvested in
the state in 2008, with per-
haps 200 acres dedicated
to fresh market.

“Some growers are
using tunnels to advance

and extend the fruiting
season of day-neutral
strawberry varieties that
fruit all season long,” Strik
said. “At Airlie Hills, (Ken-
nel) goes the extra step of
using greenhouse struc-
tures and hydroponics to
grow day-neutral straw-
berries.

“The operation is ... still
considered very innova-
tive,” she added. “There’s
no other farm like it in
Oregon.”

H y d r o p o n i c s  i s  a
method of growing plants
without soil. Kennel’s
strawberries grow from
beds of perlite and ver-
miculite.

The minerals are a root-
ing media only; the actual
nourishment is a mixture
of nutrients and water
that is pumped through
an automated system.

The solution f lows
through plumbing be-
neath the patch, and into
hoses that drip through
the stacks to individual
plants three times a day.

Continued on Page 32
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From March to December, berries like this are ready to be enjoyed in Polk County.

The plants are “fed” automatically three times a day.

Strawberries, strawberries
Airlie farm produces the biggest, sweetest, earliest and latest
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“A Non-profit Community Founded in Christ Since 1947”

Residents do not live in our 
Facility...We work in their home.

It’s the perfect solution for
seniors who want to live 

with security and support
when needed.

377 NW Jasper St.
Dallas, OR • 97338

www.dallasretirementvillage.com

• Townhome Living • Apartment
Living • Assisted Living 

• Memory Care Center 
• Health Center/Rehab

Outpati
ent Rehab 

Now Availab
le!

• Physical Therapy

• Occupational Therapy

• Speech Therapy

• Aquatics 

Call Today for a free
brochure or a personal tour.

503-623-5581



Continued from Page 30
The technique doesn’t require as

much land because plant roots
don’t have to spread in search of
food and water. This lets the plant
devote its energy toward growing
instead of searching for food and
battling  pests.

Because the stacks sit off the
ground, plants have better air flow
and are less susceptible to mold,
soil-borne disease and insects,
Aaron Kennel said.

Every quarter-acre of strawber-
ries also uses about 500 gallons of
water a day, about five times less
water than growing on the same
size plot in a conventional manner,
Kennel said.

The operation requires a minimal
workforce — his wife and their two
children manage customers and
prune plants — but also a high level
of care.

The fruit is cut from vines with
scissors to avoid uprooting plants.

Strawberry plants are vulnerable to
disease, and because the farm has
such a high density planting, cus-
tomers must sanitize their hands
before picking.

The stacks make it easy for indi-
viduals to get at the berries without
having to bend over or squat. The
ground is level and covered with
nursery cloth to allow wheelchair
and handicap access.

The Kennels’ operation has
tripled in size since 2007, and has
become known for more than just

being a U-pick site. They have
launched a small line of gourmet
strawberry preserves and sell
berries to grocery stores.

In 2008, the family turned a small
pumpkin patch into a full-blown
harvest season attraction that opens
every October.

Three acres of the farm are re-
plete with hay pyramids, a small
track for tricycles, a tall Sudan grass
maze, tractor rides, and a barn fea-
turing a giant hayslide and a grain-
filled sandbox.

“We still have strawberries in the
fall, and when people are coming
out to the pumpkin patch then, it’s a
good way to promote both,” Aaron
Kennel said.

Airlie Hills Family Farm is located
at 10775 Airlie Road, about one mile
west of Highway 99W.

For more information on operat-
ing hours, call 503-871-2072, send
e-mail to Info@AirlieHillsFarm.com,
or  visit www.airliehillsfarm.com.
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Strawberries are the mainstay, but Airlie Hills Family Farm also has a pumpkin patch in the fall
and many other things to see and do for kids and families.

Strawberries: They just grow and grow
“We still have

strawberries in the fall,
when people are coming

out for the pumpkin
patch.”

—Aaron Kennel
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Life
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• 24 Hour Personal Service • Burial & Cremation Options
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• Veteran Funeral Specialist • Granite & Bronze Markers 
• Serving all Faiths and Cemeteries

Pre-Planning 
Discounts 
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Transfer Plans 
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Jeffrey  Laeng
Certified Mortgage Planning Specialist

503-949-6302
jlaeng@avenuemortgage.net 

Combining Professionalism & Integrity

Call today to 
set up your 
FREE loan 
consultation.
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• Purchase  • Refinance
• Reverse Mortages & 
Government Loans

As a Certified Mortgage 
Planning Specialist, 
Jeff Laeng can provide 
the best service by 
incorporating his knowledge 
into your situation.

• Cash Flow & Debt Analysis
• Real Estate Investment Planning
• Mortgage & Real Estate

Taxation Concepts
• Real Estate Equity Management
• Financial Market & Interest 

Rate Analysis

Branch Office - 269 N. Pacific Hwy • Monmouth, OR 97361



Set amidst the rolling farmland
of the Buena Vista area, Robert and
Betty Heriford’s 2,400-square-foot
greenhouse — or more accurately,
what’s inside of it — is a surreal
sight.

Hot and heavy with humidity, the
greenhouse looks and feels like a
miniature rain forest.

Orange weavers and African tan-
agers chirp and dart among the
branches of tall banana trees, pony-
tail palms and eucalyptus. Button
quail, the size and shape of pota-
toes, scurry through the under-
brush.

And on a given day, the building
is awash with thousands of newly-
emerged zebra long-wings, white
peacocks, and other species of but-
terflies.

The Herifords opened Wings of
Wonder in 2007 on their immacu-
l a t e l y  l a n d s c a p e d  a c r e  o f f
Willamette Ferry Street southeast of
Independence. Earlier this year, the
couple decided to transition the ex-
otic butterfly farm into a nonprofit
organization.

The Herifords still manage the
place, but do so under a board of
directors and a renewed goal of ed-
ucational outreach.

The facility features a rearing lab-
oratory, a coffee shop, and two
greenhouses.

The larger one is the elaborate
exhibition building, which is be-
lieved to be the only year-round
butterfly exhibit in the state; the
other houses a recently-expanded
rearing lab.

“If you don’t get out of Oregon,
you won’t see most of these butter-
flies,” Robert Heriford said.

The complex’s off-the-beaten-
path locale made it somewhat of a
hidden attraction starting out, but
strong word of mouth and a steady
stream of school children have kept
it going.

Wings of Wonder is a federally li-
censed containment site for the
butterfiles, and the Herifords have
permits to import and export North
American butterflies and species

from India and Southeast Asia.
“Some of these exotic butterflies

... they’re like bats in size,” Betty
Heriford said. “The Scarlet Mor-
mons are like 4 to 5 inches across.
They’re really impressive.”

Robert Heriford, who admits to a
childhood spent hunting bugs,
snakes and other “critters,” said the
inspiration for raising butterflies
occurred about a decade ago, after
Betty caught a polyphemus moth in
their home.

The two researched rearing tech-

niques and raised more moths.
They later did the same with
monarch and swallowtail butter-
flies. 

They attended butterfly semi-
nars, and set out to create a green-
house three years ago after learning
about all of the resources and plant
space needed for a successful
breeding program.

Then they decided to broaden
the scope of the facility that exists
today.

Continued on Page 36
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A zebra long-wing is one of the many varieties of butterflies
on display at Wings of Wonder southeast of Independence.

Wings of Wonder
Guests enter another world at butterfly breeding sanctuary
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Continued from Page 34
Nearly 65,000 butterflies were

raised at Wings of Wonder last year.
Its laboratory is sectioned off into
three rooms, one to collect eggs
from breeding butterflies, another
for raising caterpillars, and a third
where the resulting chrysalides —
cocoons — are stored.

“It’s fun to take a butterfly from
being an egg to watching it grow,”
Betty said. “Everybody seems so in-
terested in how it happens ... it
makes people smile.”

The egg-to-butterfly develop-
ment cycle takes about a month,
and most species live for about two
weeks after emergence. Butterflies
are highly vulnerable to their sur-
roundings, so the entire lab is con-
trolled for temperature and humid-
ity, double-sealed and swabbed
with bleach to prevent disease or
insect-killing viruses such as
polynuclear hedrosis.

“Once that gets in, the facility is
no good for up to three years,” said
Robert, who teaches butterfly
breeding and rearing classes.

The exhibition greenhouse is
heated by propane tanks, features a
number of exotic birds and 80 dif-

ferent varieties of tropical plants, is
also highly controlled. Visitors exit-
ing the building are stopped in a
“holding cell” where employees in-

spect each person for stowaway
butterflies.

Beyond the butterflies, the main
facility also features a “critter room”
with aquariums full of corn snakes,
anoles and toads.

The Herifords are also now caring
for several green iguanas and a 10-
foot long Burmese python named
Buttercup from Southern Oregon
Reptile Rescue in Medford.

And, Betty Heriford said, it’s pos-
sible that exhibits showcasing
arachnids could be created in the
future.

Wings of Wonder Educational
Outreach is located in the Buena
Vista area of southeast Polk County
at 5978 Willamette Ferry St.

It is open for exhibition and lab
tours from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Wednesday through Saturday, and
noon to 4 p.m. on Sundays. It’s
closed to the general public on
Mondays and Tuesdays to accom-
modate large groups.

Admission is $8.50 for adults, $8
for seniors and $6 for children ages
4-10.

For more information: 503-838-
0976, betty@wingsofwonder.us or
www.wingsofwonder.us.

A Chinese yellow swallowtail finds a perfect resting place on a lush green leaf.

Wings: It’s full of colorful learning

A Charaxes Brutus butterfly
at Wings of Wonder
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Dennis and Susan King
503-559-3831 Direct

KingTeam.mywindermere.com

Aspiring to make a difference
in the lives of their clients.

Windermere
Western View Properties
503-838-1141 Monmouth

Thinking Real Estate?
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503-930-5296
160 Orchard Dr. Dallas
(next to Orchard Animal Hospital)

Full Service Grooming
• toenails • glands • cleaning ears

• bath • fluff dry • haircut

Grooming Locally Since 1989

Shannon’s Pet Stylin
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The aromatic scent of a freshly
prepared bouquet of flowers. A
plump, ripe, juicy tomato. Bread hot
out of the oven. Jars of delightful
jams and jellies. That irresistible
first-of-the-season ear of sweet corn.

Polk County residents and guests
visiting the area can enjoy all of that
— and much more — as the farmers
market season kicks into high gear.

Despite a mostly cool and damp
spring, markets that have already
opened are reporting brisk business
as folks pursue locally grown pro-
duce, artisan food products, and
other items — as well as an experi-
ence not available in traditional
grocery stores.

“More consumers want to con-
nect to the farmer and want to
know where their food comes
from,” said Laura Barton, marketing
specialist with the Oregon Depart-
ment of Agriculture. “They want
things that have been picked fresh
from the field. They can do that at
farmers markets.”

The number of farmers markets in
Oregon has grown from just 10 in the
early 1990s to more than 100 by the
time all markets open this year. Estab-

lished markets are operating locally in
Independence, Rickreall, Dallas and
Kings Valley, offering an outlet for
small farmers while providing prod-
ucts that consumers want and like. A
market is in the works for Monmouth.

“Having that face-to-face dia-
logue with the person who grows
the food gives the consumer a sense
of confidence,” said Barton. “Some
of the growers will actually bring
pictures of their farm and talk about
the methods they use to grow the
crops. Many of them also have U-
pick operations or produce stands
on site and will invite consumers to
come to the farm.”

The early-season offerings at Ore-
gon farmers markets are normally a
few assorted vegetables like salad
greens, asparagus and rhubarb, along
with baked goods and nonfood prod-
ucts such as flowers, bedding plants
and handmade crafts. Soon, as the
harvest season moves along, more
great Oregon tastes will be available
to consumers — items like fresh
strawberries, blueberries, tomatoes,
squash, corn and pumpkins.

One of the joys of shopping at a
farmers market is that availability of

products changes from week to
week and you never know who will
show up and offer what type of pro-
duce, baked goods or crafts.

For more information: www.ore-
gonfarmersmarkets.org.

—
AREA FARMERS MARKETS

Independence Farmers Market
Sterling Savings Bank Parking Lot
302 S. Main St., Independence
Saturdays, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
April 4 through November 21
503-838-5424

—
Dallas Farmers Market
Corner of Main and Oak streets
Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
May 2 through TBA
503-623-5033

—
Rickreall Farmers Market
Rickreall Grange Hall
280 Main St. (Highway 99W)
Sundays, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
May 3 through November 22
503-838-5424

—
Kings Valley Farmers Market
Kings Valley Community Center
Highway 223 & Maxfield Creek Rd.
Sundays, 1 to 4 p.m.
June 7 through October 11
541-929-5910

‘I got it at the farmers market’
A wide selection of locally grown fruits and vegetables are among the tantalizing offerings at local farmers

markets. Many of the region’s markets will remain open well into the fall, capitalizing on the harvest season.
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Auto & Home
Dennis L. Miller
Master Sergeant / USMC Retired
503-831-0521
Cell: 503-580-8723
Fax: 503-831-0523
dmiller14@metlife.com

357 Main St., Dallas, Or. 97338

Insurance for 
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Boat and Life
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“Your Best Value in Auto Parts”

• Glass • Mirrors 
• Taillights • Headlights 
• Window Motors 
• Door Handles • Seats
• Tailgates • Sunroofs 
• Bumpers • Fenders 
• and Much More!

We Buy Cars!
We can legally remove any car or truck.

• Running or Not  • Towing included
CALL FOR A QUOTE

Dallas Auto Wrecking
503-623-4790

973 Monmouth Cut-off • Dallas

24 Hour
Roadside Service

• Local • Long Distance
• Lock Out Service

• Jump Starts • Tire Changes
• Direct Billing - most insurance companies

• Abandoned Car Removal

DALLAS TOWING
503-623-5328
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Pictured L-R:  Elaine Lawless, Kathy Holder, Randy Hunter,
Susan Morrill, Kristina Warren

• Local
• Safe
• Sound

CITIZENS BANK

583 SE Jefferson St. • Dallas • 503-623-3119

Come Be Part of the Trinity Family
450 SE Washington Street, Dallas  •  503-623-2233

Pastor Dave Pederson  •  www.dallastlc.org

Under Construction across from the Drive-In Theatre

New Building
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Many people are being forced to
cut back in a variety of ways because
of the recent economic downturn.

But golfers apparently have their
priorities in order.

Operators of the three courses in
the county — Cross Creek Golf
Course, Dallas Golf Club and Oak
Knoll Golf Course — indicate they
are not seeing reduced numbers.

“We haven’t,” said John Mc-
Comish, who owns Oak Knoll along
with Brooks Farnworth and Jay Ken-
yon. “We didn’t even last summer,
with the $4-a-gallon gasoline.
Maybe we didn’t see quite the up-
swing we usually do, but we didn’t
see a downturn in rounds played.

“People might be forgoing that
expensive vacation, but they still
have money for local recreation.
That’s what we’re hoping for, any-
way. Nobody really knows, with the
way the economy is going.”

“Right now, we’re still whining
about the weather,” said Mike Tallon
of Dallas Golf Club. “Once the weath-
er turns, people will come out.”

Cross Creek has prepared for a
big summer by buying some new
equipment and overseeding its fair-
ways. Owners Tim and Kathee Tarp-
ley also are moving forward with
plans for future improvements.

“It’s still kind of early for us to
tell,” Tim Tarpley said. “We’re hop-
ing for the best. We’re still pouring
the same amount of money into the
course. We’ve bought a lot of new

equipment, and we’re still planning
on building a maintenance facility
with a big shop and everything.”

—
Cross Creek Golf Course

503-623-6666
Cross Creek Golf Course is located at

13935 Highway 22, just west of Perry-
dale Road.

Cross Creek started as a nine-hole
course in 1998 and added nine holes
in the summer of 2005. The 18-hole
course is a par-72 playing 6,884 yards
from the blue tees, 6,402 from the
white tees and 5,935 from the gold.

Nine-hole greens fees are $15 on
weekdays and $18 on weekends and
holidays. Eighteen-hole greens fees
are $27 on weekdays and $31 on
weekends and holidays. Weekday
greens fees for juniors (under 17) and
seniors (over 60) is $13 for nine holes
and $23 for 18 holes.

The driving range is open, and each
$2 token is good for 30 practice balls.
Pull carts are available for $2, and elec-
tric carts are $11 per nine holes.

The course opens at 7 a.m. week-
days and 6:30 a.m. weekends, and is
open until dark. Lessons are available.

—
Dallas Golf Club

503-623-6832
Dallas Golf Club is located at 11875

Orrs Corner Road.
It has five par-3s and four par-4s on

the 1,961-yard par-31 layout.
Regular greens fees are $12 for nine

holes and $22 for 18 holes.
For senior citizens (59 and over) and

students, it’s $10 for nine holes and

$18 for 18 holes. For juniors (14 and
under), it’s $9 for nine holes and $17
for 18 holes.

There are eight mats at the practice
range. Range balls are $2 for a small
bucket, $4 for a medium bucket and
$6 for a large bucket.

Electric carts are $12 for nine holes
and $24 for 18 holes.

Rental clubs are available for $5 for
nine holes and $6 for 18 holes. Pull
carts are $2 for nine or 18 holes.

—
Oak Knoll Golf Course

503-378-0344
Oak Knoll Golf Course is located at

6335 Highway 22.
It has a regulation 18-hole course,

two putting greens and a driving
range. The par-72 layout plays 6,208
yards from the blue tees, 5,909 from
the white and 5,239 from the red.

The range has 10 covered spaces
with mats and 25 spaces with real grass.

Regular weekday greens fees are
$17 for nine holes and $27 for 18
holes. Weekday senior rates (55 and
over) are $15 for nine holes and $24
for 18. Student rates are $10 for nine
holes and $18 for 18 holes. Junior rates
(13 and under) are $8 for nine holes
and $15 for 18 holes.

Weekend and holiday fees are $18
for nine holes and $30 for 18 holes. A
twilight rate (after 2 p.m.) of $22 for 18
holes is offered seven days a week.

Range tokens are available for $2
(approximately 30 balls), $4 and $6.
Pull carts are $2. Electric carts are $14
for nine holes and $26 for 18 holes.

Lessons are available.

Polk County’s courses offer three choices for the serious and casual golfer.

How about a round?
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Ordinary People, Extraordinary Fellowship....
...centered around the Word of God.

A short and relaxing drive through a beautiful 
countryside. It’s worth the trip for us.

We think it will be for you too!

Sunday School: 9:45am

Worship: 11:00am

Come over early for coffee. 

Call Stann for directions.
503-510-5141 - I’ll get you there.  
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OPEN:
Wednesday & Saturday

1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Thursday & Friday

1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
or by appointment

112 South 3rd St.
Independence
503-838-4989 www.orheritage.org

heritagemuseum@minetfiber.com 

Former First
Baptist Church

1888
located within
Independence

Historic District

FREE
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of jewelry
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1343 MONMOUTH ST

INDEPENDENCE

503-838-1544
Hours: Mon 10-5, Tues 10 -5, Sat 10-4 Owners: Ray & Sandy Yost

Sandy’s Fine Jewelry
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Romance
Advisor”
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Hike to the top of Fort Yamhill’s
historic grounds and you’ll under-
stand why, in 1856, soldiers decided
to establish a military outpost
there.

The expansive views take in the
valleys below and the Coast Range,
including nearby Spirit Mountain.
Close your eyes, and the noise of
distant Highway 18 blends with
coastal winds and birds’ songs. It’s
not hard to imagine the sound of
soldiers marching across the pa-
rade grounds, or the sound of Na-
tive Americans working and playing
games below the blockhouse.

Life at Fort Yamhill is made easier
to imagine thanks to the Fort
Yamhill State Heritage Area, an ed-
ucational park that opened in 2006
at the northern edge of Polk County
on Hebo Road near Grand Ronde,
also known as Highway 22.

The Oregon Parks and Recreation
Department and the Confederated
Tribes of Grand Ronde joined forces
at the park to present the fort’s his-
tory from both a soldier’s and Na-
tive American’s point of view.

At the nearly half-mile loop
through the grounds, interpretive
signs tell the story of the fort that
today sits above Spirit Mountain
Casino, tribal reservation land and
the communities of Willamina, Fort

Hill and Grand Ronde.
For thousands of years, the hill

was on the Killimuck Trail, the path
used by Native Americans traveling
and trading between the Oregon
Coast and the Willamette Valley. In
the late 1700s, Spanish and British
explorers arrived in the Northwest
by ship, changing forever the in-
digenous population.

After Lewis and Clark explored
the region in 1805, fur traders ar-
rived, traveling the Killimuck Trail
past the hill that would one day
house Fort Yamhill. With white
traders came diseases that deci-
mated the native population. By the
time settlers came to claim land in
the Oregon Territory, natives were
few.

Horrifying diseases and the set-
tler’s demand for land combined to
create both violent reactions and
helplessness among Native Ameri-
cans. Shortly after the Oregon Terri-
tory was established in 1848, Native
Americans began being moved
onto reservations — some made to
give up their homelands to march
far away to reservations under con-
ditions both inhumane and awful.

The Grand Ronde Reservation,
established in 1857, was the desti-
nation for native people from 27
tribes and bands ranging from

Rogue River in southern Oregon to
the Columbia River in northern
Oregon.

It was an uneasy life in Grand
Ronde for the diverse tribes who, in
the beginning, could hardly under-
stand their new neighbors’ lan-
guages, not to mention the soldiers
assigned to guard them.

Interpretive signs along the fort’s
pathway — excerpts taken from
journals left by soldiers — describe
the short years before the fort was
closed at the onset of the Civil War.
A walking tour map provides a map
of the fort’s former buildings, few of
which remain. However, the area is
now being restored and artifacts are
being recovered from the land.

One of the buildings being re-
stored, the last officer’s quarters,
according to local legend, may have
been home to one of the region’s
most famous historic visitors —
then 2nd Lt. Philip Sheridan.

After the fort was closed in 1866,
its buildings, which cost $36,053 to
build, were auctioned off to the
public for a mere $1,260. For the
next hundred years, the land was
farmed and forested, until 1971,
when it was listed on the National
Register of Historic Places. The
state parks department bought the
land in 1988.

Signs along the Fort Yamhill pathway tell of a time of conflict among Native Americans, settlers and soldiers.

Fort Yamhill: History on view



Polk County Itemizer-Observer • May 20, 2009 EXPLORE POLK COUNTY 43C 

Grandma’s Attic
167 SW Court St. • Dallas  503-623-0451
Hours: M-F 9:30-5:30; Sat 10-5; Sun Noon-4

www.grandmasatticquilting.com

Discover Your
Creativity;

Grandma Shows
You How.

We carry the highest quality
products so you can
create gifts that are
uniquely you.

• Fabrics
• Notions
• Yarn
• Patterns
• Embroidery
• Classes

Explore Your Imagination . . .

®

Angela Daglen
Independent Beauty Consultant

Website: www.marykay.com/adaglen
Specials: www.angeladaglen.com
Toll Free: (866) 818-8381
Office: (503) 308-3003  Cell: (503) 302-8046

812 SE Jefferson • Dallas • 503-623-6686
M-F 8 am - 7 pm, Sat. 9am - 5 pm  Sun. Noon - 5 pm

www.mcmullinchev.com  

Great New and Used Car Values
servicing all makes and models foreign and domestic

Today, McMullin Chevrolet, Pontiac Inc. continues to receive
high sales and service satisfaction from our customers. We
provide a wide range of new and used vehicles to match your
family's needs and budgets.  Stop by and meet our certified
sales people. They're always friendly, always courteous and

always ready to help
you find the car that's
right for you! And if we
don't have what you're
looking for...we'll get
it. Our experienced
buyers will travel up to
five states to find the
vehicle of your choice.Tim

McMullin
Jerry

McMullin
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DALLAS
Sounds of Summer Concert Series

Dallas Rotary Performing Arts Stage
Corner of Main and Academy streets

July 9 — Joe Shinkle and 99W, country western
July 16 — Oyster Shooters, classic rock ‘n’ roll
July 23 — Ty Curtis Band, blues/rock/funk
July 30 — Rhythm Culture, reggae
Aug. 6 — Touchables, super hits of the 60s
Aug. 13 — Chris Baum Project, funk/R&B
Aug. 20 — Graber, Souter and Rupp with special

guests, country gospel (benefit food drive show)
Aug. 27 — Johnny Limbo & the Lugnuts, rock ‘n’

roll
All dates are Thursdays; events are 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

INDEPENDENCE
Summer Concert Series

Riverview Park Amphitheater
July 10 — Joe Stoddard, comedy/variety
July 17 — Amadan, Celtic rock
July 24 — Albany Swing Band
July 31 — Calamity Jazz, upbeat jazz
Aug. 7 — Golden Bough, Celtic ballad
Aug. 14 — Homegrown and Third Brigade
Aug. 21 — River City Band, rock and soul
Aug. 28 — Mark Kershner, swing era
All dates are Fridays; events begin at 7:30 p.m. ex-

cept Aug. 14 concert begins at 6 p.m.

Other Amphitheater Events
June 20 — Art festival and wine tasting
July 2-5 — Western Days celebration
Aug. 4 — National Night Out
Aug. 13-15 — Sesquicentennial Celebration
Sept. 5 — Mexican Fiesta
Sept. 25-27 — Hop & Heritage Festival

Amphitheater Movies
July 2 — Twilight
July 9 — Over the Hedge
July 16 — Yours, Mine and Ours
July 23 — Spiderwick Chronicles
July 30 — October Sky
Aug. 6 — Kit Kittredge: An American Girl
Aug. 13 — Maverick
Aug. 20 — The Express
Aug. 27 — Shrek the Third
All dates are Thursdays. Movies start at dusk.

MONMOUTH
Dave Anderson Memorial Concert Series

Main Street Park
July 8 — Rock Hounds, variety
July 15 — Jim & Alan, music and comedy
July 22 — Guthrie Park Night, country
July 29 — Joe Stoddard, comedy soloist musician
Aug. 5 — Courtney Jones, R&B
Aug. 12 — Darby O’Gill, traditional Irish
Aug. 19 — Bill Larimer, rock
All dates are Wednesdays; events are 7 to 9 p.m.

Fresh-air fun
Here’s your guide to summer outdoor entertainment

Sarah Helmick State Recreation
Area isn’t the biggest of Oregon’s
187 state parks. Nor is it the best-
known or most-visited park in the
Beaver State.

But the lush, 30-acre site just
west of Highway 99W about six
miles south of Monmouth has one
everlasting distinction.

Sarah “Grandma” Helmick do-
nated the original five-acre tract
on Feb. 15, 1922, making it the first
property deeded to the Oregon
State Highway Commission for
park purposes.

Helmick Park is located along
the floodplain of the Luckiamute
River and is lushly forested with

Douglas fir, grand fir, maple, ash,
Port Orford cedar and cottonwood.
An abundance of native plants,
birds and wildlife can be viewed
from several walking trails.

There is no fee to use the park.
However, two reservation picnic
areas will accommodate up to 200
people each. Both areas have elec-
tricity, water and picnic tables.
They can be reserved ($35 for the
first 50 people, 80 cents for each
additional guest) by calling 1-800-
551-6949.

The park, open year-round, of-
fers opportunities for picnicking,
bird and wildlife watching, fishing,
and trail walking.

Sarah Helmick and husband
Henry journeyed from Iowa along
the Oregon Trail and established
their land claim in 1846 in what is
now southern Polk County. (It was-
n’t the southern part of the county
at the time, however — Polk Coun-
ty extended all the way to the Cali-
fornia border.)

The Helmicks homesteaded
along the Luckiamute River at the
base of a hill that came to be
known as Helmick Hill. Henry
Helmick died in 1877.

Sarah Helmick — a true Oregon
pioneer woman and a local legend
to boot — died in 1924 at the age of
102.

Helmick park has a real story behind it
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••  Family & Adolescent Medicine 
•• Pediatrics & Geriatrics

••  Office Gynecology  • Dermatology

SStteevveenn  AA..  LLaaTTuulliippppee,,  MM..DD..
Physician & Surgeon 

Board Certified Specialist

Monday-Thursday 8am - 4:30 pm
Friday  7am - 3:30 pm

550033--662233--55443300
531 SE Clay Street, Dallas

KKeellllyy  RRoobbiinnssoonn
PA-C, MPAS

PPaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  CCoommmmuunniittyy
PPaarrtt  ooff  YYoouurr  LLiiffee
Quality Medical Care focusing on a

partnership between the physician and the patient

Everyone's looking for an encouraging sign in today's economy.
The fact is, they'll see one in over 17,500 locations across North
America. Because for over 86 years, State Farm agents have
been there helping people protect the things that matter most.
That's why more people trust State Farm. And we consider that
a very good sign.

Barb Mylnechuk, Agent
1697 Monmouth St
Independence, OR 97351
Bus: 503-606-0066
barb.mylnechuk.c47n@statefarm.com

PROVIDING INSURANCE AND FINANCIAL SERVICES
State Farm, Bloomington ILP087082 11/08
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Dallas City Park, at 35 acres, is the crown jewel of the community’s park system.

A day in the park
Outdoor beauty is as near as the city parks in Polk County

One of the biggest assets Polk
County’s communities have are its
parks. Dallas, Falls City, Indepen-
dence and Monmouth all boast
strong park systems that are en-
joyed by residents and visitors alike.

DALLAS
Dallas City Park

Dallas City Park is the largest park
in the city at 35 acres. The “new” en-
trance is located on Brandvold
Drive off Levens Street or off South-
west Westwood Drive and left on
Southwest Park. The “old” entrance
is on Southwest Academy Street.
The park has facilities for gather-
ings, including two shelters, two
fireplaces, numerous barbecue pits,
horseshoe pits, basketball hoops,
paved trails and a Japanese Garden.

Roger Jordan Community Park
Roger Jordan Community Park is lo-

cated next to the Dallas Aquatic Center
off LaCreole Drive. It consists of soccer
and baseball fields, a skate park, two
tennis courts and a picnic area.

Birch Park
Birch Park is located at the inter-

section of Birch and Stump streets.
New playground equipment re-
cently was added, and the park also
has two basketball hoops.

Gala Park
Gala Park sits at the intersection

of Uglow Avenue and Hankel Street.
It features a basketball court, play-
ground and a grassy area with a
gazebo.

Kingsborough Park
Kingsborough Park is located at

101 SW Wyatt St. It features lots of
wide-open spaces as well as two
basketball hoops, walking paths
and a playground. Restrooms are
open during the summer.

Rotary Park
Rotary Park is located at 300 NE

Fern Ave. The city has joined forces
with the Dallas Rotary Club to up-
grade the park with new play-
ground equipment, walking paths
and a basketball court.

Walnut Park
Walnut Park is located at 501 SE

Walnut Ave. It is a small wooded
area with a shaded creek and a
bench.

Central “Bark”
Central “Bark” is located at 1000

Juniper St. behind the aquatic cen-
ter. It is the city’s newest park and
the only off-leash park for dogs. It
has an enclosed area with a picnic
table, water and mutt-mitt stations.

FALLS CITY
Michael Harding Memorial Park
Michael Harding Memorial Park

is on the south side of the Luckia-
mute Falls. It is named for a Falls
City city clerk who was killed in a
car accident in 1976.

George Kitchen Memorial Park
George Kitchen Memorial Park,

also known as the Upper Park, is lo-
cated just off Park Street. It has a
large gazebo and access to electrici-
ty.

Continued on Page 48
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JOE HAYWARD FORD
“Your Polk County Ford Dealer”

201 NE Polk Station Rd.  •  Dallas • 503-623-8361

2009
TRUCK OF THE YEAR
FORD F-150

Good for ALL polk county residents

$10.00 OFF 
ANY OIL CHANGE SERVICE
$10.00 OFF 
ANY OIL CHANGE SERVICE

*No expiration date, includes most vehicles, some slightly higher, synthetic oils excluded,
not valid with any other coupons or discounts.

Sales Hours: M-F 8am-8pm • Sat. 8am-6pm • Sun. 11am-4pm

Service Hours: M-F 7:30am-5:30pm 

Your
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Continued from Page 46

Fay Wilson Memorial Park
Fay Wilson Memorial Park runs

alongside the Little Luckiamute
River opposite City Hall. It is also
known as Riverside Park and the
Lower Park.

INDEPENDENCE
Riverview Park

Riverview Park is located down-
town between C and B streets
alongside the Willamette River. It is
the city’s largest park and features
the Riverview Park Amphitheater,
which hosts a summer movie and
concert series. It also has a boat
ramp, fountain and large play-
ground.

John Pfaff Park
John Pfaff Park originally was

known as Northgate Park and is lo-
cated at the intersection of Hoff-
man and Gun Club roads. It has a
playground, basketball court and
picnic tables.

Mount Fir Park
Mount Fir Park is located off F

Street between 7th and 9th streets.
The land formerly was part of the
Mount Fir Lumber Mill but was do-
nated to the city when the mill
downsized in the early 1990s. It has

picnic tables and lots of open
spaces.

The city has partnered with the
Luckiamute Watershed Council to
restore the South Fork of Ash Creek,
home to salmon and trout.

Pioneer Park
Pioneer Park is located at the cor-

ner of 7th Street and C Street. It has
picnic tables, a playground and lots
of tall, mature trees.

MONMOUTH
Main Street Park

Main Street Park is located in
downtown Monmouth. It is one full
city block and features a gazebo,
playground, picnic tables, path-
ways and a water fountain.

Madrona Park
Madrona Park is located along

Madrona Street and Edwards Road.
It has a picnic shelter, basketball
court, playground equipment and a
large paved gathering area.

Monmouth Recreational Park
Monmouth Recreational Park is

located east of Hogan Road and
west of the City Public Works De-
partment headquarters. It has fields
for softball and baseball, two tennis
courts and restrooms.

Gentle Woods Park
Gentle Woods Park is at the inter-

section of Myrtle Drive, Olive Way
and High Street. It is mostly wood-
ed with a large picnic shelter,
horseshoe pits, playground equip-
ment and restrooms.

Cherry Lane Park
Cherry Lane Park is at Cherry

Lane, Ackerman Street and White-
man Street. It has a playground
with benches.

Winegar Park
Winegar Park is located at Ecols

Street and Suzanna Avenue. It has a
basketball court, playground,
benches and pathways.

Mini Parks
Monmouth has four mini parks

that are .67 acres or smaller. South-
gate Park at Southgate Drive and
Josephine Street has a basketball
court, benches and a playground.
LaMesa Park is east of Heffley Street
and south of Bentley Street. It has a
basketball court, benches and a
playground. 

Whitesell Park is at the western
end of Catherine Court. It has a
basketball court, benches and a
playground.

Marr Park is at Jackson Street and
Marr Court. It has a playground,
horseshoe pits and a small, land-
scaped garden.

Main Street Park in Monmouth is a green slice of tranquility packed into one city block.  

Parks: Gems abound in Polk cities
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The historic Ritner Creek Bridge underwent a major restoration effort  to bring it back to its grand self.

The historic Ritner Creek Covered
Bridge is undergoing a renaissance
of sorts.

More than 100 people crowded
under the roof of the 1926 Ritner
Creek Bridge on May 3, 2008, to cel-
ebrate its restoration. The bridge
that has twice dodged a bullet was
once again opened to the public.

After being closed to the public
for nearly two years, the bridge and
the small county park that sur-
rounds it is again being enjoyed. It
is located about three miles south of
Pedee next to Kings Valley Highway
(Highway 223), just a stone’s throw
north of the Benton County border.
It is the last of Polk County’s covered
bridges, and one of fewer than 50
left in the state.

One visit to the country bridge is
enough to see why it has evoked
community and county passions. Its
unique Howe Truss structure, built
by Hamar and Curry Contractors
working for the state, spans idyllic
Ritner Creek near its confluence
with the Luckiamute River.

From the bridge’s portals, lean

over and look into the creek’s shady
waters and see — oh, look! A trout.
A turtle. A water ouzel trots along
the bank with its characteristic dip-
ping skip.

The dreamy bridge has long been
the setting for Pedee and Kings Val-
ley community activities. Its roof
made it a gathering place in the
rainy Coast Range foothills — com-
munity picnics, weddings, even
mailboxes were set inside its shel-
tered walls. 

Although it was once located on
the highway, in the early 1970s the
road was slated to be widened and
the bridge — too narrow to accom-
modate modern traffic — would
have been destroyed.

But public outcry in 1973, includ-
ing a penny drive by area school
children, saved the covered bridge.
In 1976, it was moved to the small
park next to the highway. It is on the
National Register of Historic Places.

Fast forward, three decades.
The bridge, now dilapidated and

crumbling from lack of mainte-
nance funds, was determined in

2005 to be unsafe and had to be
closed to the public. Again, officials
discussed the idea of destroying the
bridge. But again, local supporters
of the bridge rallied.

Polk County Commissioners and
their public works staff went to
work, found state and federal grants
to do the expensive work of restora-
tion, and in May 2008 the region
celebrated the completion. Volun-
teers raised funds in a variety of cre-
ative ways to assist the effort.

To help with continuing mainte-
nance, protectors of the bridge
formed a nonprofit group, Friends of
Ritner Creek Bridge. Tax-deductible
gifts can be made at any branch of
OSU Federal Credit Union. The
group’s mailing address is 593 E St.,
Independence, OR 97351.

The group plans to install en-
graved bricks in a pathway to the
bridge in September. Those inter-
ested in buying a brick can e-mail
ritnercreekbridge@gmail.com, or
visit http://sites.google.com/site/
ritnercreekbridge/. All funds will  go
to bridge upkeep and education.

Not just any old bridge
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Selling Polk County Real Estate
• Residential  • Homes on Land
• Acreage  • Farms

Over 20 years experience with insight 
into marketing trends, using the 
latest technologies and providing 
personalized quality service!

Donna Graham
ABR, CRS, GRI, ASP 

503-931-5677
donnagraham@windermere.com

Windermere/Western View Properties 503-623-2333

DonnaGrahamRealtor.com

• Hardy Eucalyptus  
• Japanese Maples  

• Ground Covers
• Palm Trees

• Dinosaur Food
• Perennials
• Trees & Shrubs
• Herbs

• Bamboo
• Ornamental Grasses

• And the Unusual

Over 34 years of experience with 
17 years at our Dallas location.

We know our plants and care about
your success with them!

DDaarryyllllss  NNuurrsseerryy
15770 W. Ellendale, Dallas

550033--662233--00225511
www.daryllsnursery.com

Tues-Sat 9-5
Sun 9-3

For all in-stock medications
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The state’s biggest tourist attrac-
tion? That’s an easy one: Spirit
Mountain Casino and Resort.

Located in Polk County on High-
way 18 at Grand Ronde, Spirit
Mountain has expanded to become
“Entertainment Central” for people
of all ages and tastes.

The resort’s new South Expan-
sion and Event Center opened in
May 2008 with an additional
135,195 square feet of space for
concerts, conferences, bingo, of-
fices, social and business events,
and eating.

And if you like to gamble, you’ll
find nearly 2,000 slot machines —
along with blackjack,  craps,
roulette, poker, pai gow and keno —
in the 90,000-square-foot casino
operated by the Confederated
Tribes of Grand Ronde.

The new addition allows full-
service, in-house catering to be
available for groups of 10 to 1,600.
From intimate wedding parties to
huge banquets, the resort can han-
dle its customers’ requests.

The buffet restaurant, a popular

feature in the original casino build-
ing, has expanded into the new ad-
dition.

Now billed as “Oregon’s biggest
buffet,” the Cedar Plank Buffet fea-
tures seven chef stations preparing
international foods, pizza, seafood,
a carving station, and American,
Asian and bakery items. Cedar
plank salmon, prime rib and made-
from-scratch baking highlight the
selections.

The resort also features a menu
ranging from deli sandwiches and
burgers at Rock Creek Court to
steaks and seafood at Legends.

Visitors can attend regularly-
scheduled headline entertainment
in the two-story events center. Spir-
it Mountain has played host to mu-
sical acts like ZZ Top, Clint Black,
Joe Cocker and Blues Traveler, co-
medians including Dana Carvey,
Ron White and Dennis Miller, and a
number of crowd-pleasing specialty
acts.

Next door to the expansion, the
Youth Activity Center, in a separate
16,000-square-foot building, hous-

es Playworld. It is an entertainment
center for children 3 to 12 years old
and features two levels of tunnels,
tubes, sky slides, arcade games and
crafts.

Parking has recently been in-
creased to 3,600 spaces in the lot
surrounding the casino.

The casino’s gaming is open 24
hours, but if you get tired, there are
254 rooms to choose from in the
adjacent Spirit Mountain Lodge,
part of the recent expansion. For
those who drive their own rooms,
there’s free RV parking in the ex-
panded parking lot.

And if that’s not enough, Spirit
Mountain is scheduled to open two
new attractions — Mountain View
Sports Bar and Raindrops Night-
club — on May 23.

According to state tourism statis-
tics, Spirit Mountain Casino, which
opened in 1995, has been Oregon’s
top tourist attraction for several
years running, with about 3 million
people visiting each year.

For more information, check out
www.spiritmountain.com.

Hotel rooms, restaurants and a 90,000-square-foot casino await guests at Spirit Mountain. 

Let the good times roll!
There’s only one No. 1, and Spirit Mountain Resort is it
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Small enough to know you, big enough to serve you - Just N. of the Courthouse in Downtown Dallas

186 SE Mill Street, Dallas • 503-623-3812
info@decoratedwall.com   Open: Monday - Friday 8:30 am - 5:30 pm • Saturday 9 am - 2 pm 

WINDOW COVERINGS
Hunter Douglas Showcase Dealer

Wood Blinds, Shutters, Silhouette, Alouette,
Honeycomb, Draperies, 

Ultrasonic Cleaning and Repair

MILLER PAINT
Full Line Interior & Exterior Paint

Primers, Messmer’s Decking Stains & Sundries
Custom Eye Matching!

WALLPAPER
In-Stock and Book Paper

ALSO
Decorating Help, Home Accents & Gifts

Costumes provided by Studio

503•390•3481
www.fsodance.com

FRANCE SCHOOL
OF DANCE

Three sessions a year 
Preschool thru Teens

• September • January • June

• Ballet • Tap 

• Jazz/Hip-Hop & Funk
Parents welcome to observe classes

See us at:
• Keizer Iris Parade — May 16th

• Performance Talmadge MS — May 26th, 6pm
• Dallas Summerfest — July 25th

• Polk Co. Fair Show — August 8th
• Oregon State Fair — August 28nd

Tanna Cable Girod 
Broker

503-931-6800

Timm Cable
Broker

503-551-5357

Cathy McLean
Broker

503-580-0571

1697 Monmouth St., Independence
Licensed Mobile Home Dealer

Member Willamette Valley Multiple Listing Service
View our listings at www.wvmls.com

SINCE 1974

A full service Real Estate company with
a wealth of knowledge of the area.

Committed to our clients and
to our community.

LOOK to us for your Real Estate needs...
35 years of Quality Service. Locally owned & operated.

Celebrating
1974-2009

35
Years
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Dallas has its own secret garden
of solace. It was started by people
intent on tending roses, and has
grown into much, much more.

The Delbert H. Hunter Arbore-
tum is tucked away in the south-
west corner of Dallas City Park. It
displays native Oregon trees,
shrubs and wildflowers.

It is said to be one of the largest
and most complete arboretums in
the state. Visitors can find trees and
plants that have played an impor-
tant role in the lives of ancient in-
habitants and pioneer settlers.

But visitors can find something
else amid the winding foot paths
that snake their way through the fo-
liage.

Peace.
There are few more peaceful and

reflective spots in Polk County than
the arboretum. It’s not just a place

to study plant species. It’s a place to
find peace of mind — right in the
middle of a thriving city.

The arboretum started in 1978.
It’s champion was Delbert Hunter
of Dallas, a past chairman of the
city’s parks board. Hunter’s dream
has come true with a five-acre ar-
boretum that contains hundreds of
specimens, along with a pool, wa-
terfall, rock garden and arboretum
center.

Volunteers contribute all the
labor and material for the arbore-
tum.

One of the newest additions to
the arboretum came in November
2008 in the form of a 30,000-gallon
pond feature that created an op-
portunity to plant more native
wildflowers. Other additions in-
clude an expansion of the butterfly
garden, 60 willow trees and native

pond lilies and water plants.
Although it’s open year-around,

the busy season for visitors is late
spring, summer and fall.

A special annual tour is held on
the Sunday of Summerfest weekend
in late July, where those in wheel-
chairs or who have limited mobility
can ride through the arboretum —
motorized vehicles normally are
not allowed.

Tours are self-guided, but infor-
mation signs and placards identify
the wide variety of native trees,
plants and shrubs.

Visitors can reach the arboretum
by traveling through Dallas City
Park via the Levens Street entrance
or, more directly, via West Ellendale
Avenue, then Westwood Drive and
Park Street.

For more information: 503-623-
7359.

The Delbert Hunter Arboretum in Dallas is a place to think, to dream and to enjoy.

A most special place
Peace and beauty come together at the Hunter Arboretum
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• Remodeling
• Additions
• Office Space
• Cosmetic  

Upgrades

• Windows
• Doors
• Siding
• Painting
• Pressure Washing

Licensed • Bonded • Insured
503-838-2170

cell: 503-580-7083 CCB#180854

Call today
for your free

estimate!

Specializing in:

Bringing Wall Street
to Main Street.

159 S.W. Court St. • Dallas

Member SIPC

Bob Timmerman
503-623-5584
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A lazy float down the river it isn’t.
But a step back in time it is.

What fun is driving over a bridge?
Fifteen or 20 seconds — sooner for
some people — and it’s all over. If
you have a few minutes to spare,
however, you and your vehicle can
cross the river in style.

Ferries have been taking people
and cargo across the Willamette
River at Buena Vista for almost 160
years. It’s one of three ferry cross-
ings on the Willamette (the others
are at Wheatland in Marion County
and Canby in Clackamas County).

A ferry crossing is believed to
have existed at the site since the
1840s, but the Buena Vista Ferry
was formally established by Oregon
settler Reason B. Hall in 1953.

The boat that runs today is
owned and operated by Marion
County. It was built in 1955, while
its current hull is 60 years old, said
Ed Watson, senior ferry operator.

The basic technology hasn’t
changed much. It’s still a matter of

a cable to keep the barge on track,
and a source of power (nowadays,
an electric motor) to move it from
one side of the river to the other.

The ferry can hold as many as
four vehicles, depending on size.
Journeys are about three minutes
or less. And river traffic — usually
no more than a canoe or jet-pow-
ered craft — simply has to wait.

The ferry began as a critical way
for area farmers to move their
goods and equipment across the
river, and still serves that purpose
today.

Jack Platt of Platt’s Oak Hill Dairy
said his workers move trucks, trail-
ers and tractors between his Buena
Vista and Turner farms via the ferry.

“It would be very scary if we don’t
have it,” he said, noting the heavy
traffic on alternative routes through
Albany.

Buena Vista residents and cyclists
are regular customers, though for
vehicles, the ferry is one of the
more seldom used in Oregon. Wat-

son said it carries an average of
only 55 vehicles per day. For com-
parison, the Wheatland Ferry 20
miles to its north on the Willamette
transports about 950 vehicles daily.

Now might be as good a time as
any to experience the ferry and a
slice of Oregon history. The vessel is
next year scheduled for a thorough
Coast Guard inspection, which
could signal the ferry’s end. Marion
County officials have been mulling
whether it’s worth the estimated
$2.5 million for an overhaul during
the current budget crisis.

For those on foot or on a bicycle,
the trip across the river is free. For
others, the fee is $1 for motorcycles,
$2 for vehicles (and trailers being
towed) less than 28 total feet, $4 for
vehicles (and trailers) more than 28
feet, $6 for a dual-axle truck, and $8
for single vehicles using the entire
ferry or weighing more than 30,000
pounds.

For ferry information: 503-588-
7979.

A ferry has made the Willamette River crossing at Buena Vista for more than 160 years.

Cross over through time
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Explore 
Polk County

every week! 
Subscribe to the

WWee  ddeelliivveerr  ttoo  yyoouurr  ddoooorr
eevveerryy  wweeeekk  ffoorr  aass  

llooww  aass  $$2244  aa  yyeeaarr..

ggiivvee  uuss  aa  ccaallll!!
550033--662233--22337733

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR, STATE FARM IS THERE.®
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company - Bloomington, IL

State Farm Florida Insurance Company - Winter Haven, FL • State Farm Lloyds - Dallas, TX

P048107 12/04

Discover why 
15 million

homeowners
trust their homes
to State Farm.

Stan Schmidt Ins Agcy Inc
Stan Schmidt, Agent
605 SW Church St.
Dallas, OR 97338
Bus:503-623-5516
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Monmouth grew around Western Oregon University. Both were established in 1856. 

WOU: Older than Oregon,
and still going strong

The Hamersly Library is
an asset to the campus

and the entire community.

The city of Monmouth and
Monmouth University were
born in 1856, three years before
Oregon became a state, when
members of the Disciples of
Christ traveled from Illinois with
the dream of building a commu-
nity and a religious college.

Monmouth University. Christ-
ian College. During the next 141
years, the school — the oldest in
the state’s public university sys-
tem — would endure six more
name changes before finally be-
coming Western Oregon Univer-
sity in 1997.

Throughout its history, West-
ern has been known as the
state’s leading institution for
teacher education.

But during the last decade, of-
ficials have transformed West-

ern into a comprehensive liberal
arts and sciences university with
an enrollment of 5,349 in 2008-
09 — the largest in the institu-
tion’s history.

Western offers 55 majors, 60
minors and 10 graduate pro-
grams. This includes degree ad-
ditions in the last three years for
theater, history, as well as a pre-
professional program for art
students.

In 2008, WOU accepted the
inaugural crop of students into
its new nursing program with
Oregon Health Sciences Univer-
sity. The program is housed in a
state-of-the art facility erected
on the second floor of the for-
mer Oregon Police Academy
building on Monmouth Avenue.

Continued on Page 60
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Continued from Page 58
This summer, the university will

break ground on a $31.9 million
overhaul of the Old Physical Educa-
tion Building into an improved
recreation complex/wellness center
for students and additional class
space.

The university is home to a
number of important facilities that
serve not only its student popula-
tion, but the entire Monmouth
community. These include:

• The Hamersly Library, West-
ern’s addition to the campus in
September 2000. The 80,000-
square-foot facility includes a
plethora of information technology
resources, conference rooms and
space for exhibits such as the
Straub Archives.

The latter is a collection of pa-
pers, memorabilia and personal
items donated or on long-term loan

by the family of former Oregon
Governor, Robert Straub.

• Campbell Hall, the university’s
art building, is the oldest building
in the Oregon University System.
Completed in 1871, Campbell Hall
has withstood snow, winds, earth-
quakes and the Columbus Day
Storm of 1962, during which its
landmark tower toppled to the
ground.

Today, it houses the Dan and Gail
Cannon Art Gallery, where student
and visiting artist exhibits are held
throughout the year.

• The Leonard W. Rice Auditori-
um seats 619 and serves as the
venue for the orchestra, chorus,
musical theater, and the annual
Edgar H. Smith Fine Arts Series.

• Werner University Center, hub
of campus life, received a three-
year renovation that added approx-
imately 20,000 square feet and ren-

ovated another 28,000 to keep up
with increased use by a growing
community of faculty, students and
staff.

• McArthur Field, New P.E. Build-
ing and Western Oregon Field are
home to the university’s sports
teams, which compete in NCAA Di-
vision II’s Great Northwest Athletic
Conference.

• The university’s majestic giant
Sequoia tree is the tallest of all cam-
pus landmarks, standing 123 feet. It
was planted by the senior class of
1887.

Visitors to Western’s campus will
take notice of its pristine lawns and
sculptured flower beds; the univer-
sity has won four national awards
for its landscaping.

For more information about
Western Oregon University or to
schedule a tour: 503-838-8000 or
www.wou.edu.

Past, present and future: Western Oregon University is the center of life in Monmouth.

WOU: Serving the entire community
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4550 Kings Valley Hwy, Dallas
7 Days a week

10am - 6pm

503-623-2066 

Quality Plants
from a

Quality
Nursery

OPEN May
through July

• Hanging Baskets
• 4” Proven Winners
• 6 packs
• 3½” Annuals
• Vegetable Starts
• Herbs
• Tomatoes
• Bedding Plants

Call 1-800-HRBLOCK
or visit hrblock.com.

H&R BLOCK®

You got people™

340 N. Pacific Ave
Monmouth, OR 97361
503-606-0898

452 E. Ellendale Ave
Dallas, OR 97338
503-623-8933

Others check.
And miss.
Your people
double check.
And find.

Take the free
Double Check Challenge.
Your people will check any of your past three years’ tax
returns for missed deductions. Those who refile their taxes
get back an average of $1,700. Call 1-800-HRBLOCK or
visit hrblock.com

Fees apply if you choose to refile. Individual results may vary. Valid for past three years’ tax
returns only. Available at participating locations.  © 2006 H&R Block Services, Inc. ED1NP221

Your Local Independent Agency

See us for all of your insurance needs.

503-623-8161
526 Main St • Dallas • OR 97338

• Auto • Home 
• Life • Business

• Health
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Polk County will never look the
same to those who first take a jour-
ney through time at the Polk Coun-
ty Museum, next door to the Polk
County Fairgrounds on Highway
99W in Rickreall.

Artifacts and displays fill in the
back story of the rural communities
that make this county unique.

The displays filling the museum’s
two levels and 14,000 square feet
re-create for visitors Polk County
life in the parlors, kitchens and
bedrooms during the area’s earliest
days and more recent bygone eras.
There are displays of textiles and
clothing, toys and furniture, from
pioneer times to the Depression
era.

The second-floor schoolrooms,
barbershop and pharmacy are so
skillfully re-created that visitors can
easily imagine they are walking
back in time to a day when quilts
and spinning wheels were the

décor du jour, and one-room
schoolhouses were the destination
of local children.

A hands-on learning area for
children keeps young minds occu-
pied.

The first floor displays are
arranged into historical themes:
agriculture, timber, Native Ameri-
can, pioneer, military, old towns
and post offices. The spacious mu-
seum includes a covered wagon,
vintage autos and a historic gun
collection, to name a few items of
interest.

Plan on spending hours, unless
you are a genealogy or history buff,
in which case you may need sever-
al days to review the books and
videos available in the research li-
brary.

Or, if you’d rather take publica-
tions home with you, the museum
has an extensive collection of local
history publications for sale: Hun-

dreds of calendars, cards, census
collections, coloring books, picture
books and history books are avail-
able.

This year, the museum is mixing
its annual events with special pro-
grams centered around Oregon’s
150th birthday. A special display
upstairs showcases a map of donat-
ed land claims and laws in the early
years of statehood, and highlights
Polk County residents who signed
the Oregon Constitution.

The display also features memo-
rabilia from the state’s 100th birth-
day.

The museum invites the public
to talks and programs at 1:30 p.m.
each third Saturday of the month.

On July 20, the museum asks
“What is your Polk County story?”
in which the community is asked to
share their knowledge and memo-
ries.

Continued on Page 64

A visit to the Polk County Museum takes one back to a different time in the region’s history. 

County museum is a treasure 
You’ll want to spend hours — if not days — viewing the displays
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HOMETOWN 
RENTALS

Get a Jump on Spring!

Riding 
MOWERS

starting at
$159995

Save 
$20000

SSSSpppprrrriiiinnnngggg    iiiissss    HHHHeeeerrrreeee!!!!
cccchhhheeeecccckkkk    oooouuuutttt    tttthhhheeeesssseeee    
GGGGRRRREEEEAAAATTTT    DDDDEEEEAAAALLLLSSSS

M-F 8-5:30, Sat 8-2 

1145 SW Oakdale 
Dallas • 503-623-5116

• Thatchers
• Aerators
• Sod Cutters
• Augers
• Hedge Trimmers
• Chain Saws • Blowers
• Wood Splitters • Brush Mowers
• Airless Paint Sprayer
• Mowers & Much More!

RENT
NOW!

HOURLY RATES
503-623-5487 • 503-623-5116

STIHL Yard Boss
$36995

PUSH
MOWERS

starting at
$26995

Tune-Ups & Repairs on
ALL Makes & Models

• Blade 
Sharpening

• Cleaning  
• Oil Changes

Tune ups start at

Pick up & Delivery Available on Fridays

$4995

FREE
Wheel Kit 
Included

STIHL FS45
Gas Trimmer

$149
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Continued from Page 62
The annual Porch

Sale will be held July 18
and visitors can browse
household goods, col-
lectibles and antiques.

Hours at the museum
are 1 to 5 p.m. Wednes-
day through Saturday,
and Monday. The muse-
um is closed Tuesday
and Sunday.

Admission is $3 for
adults, $2 for seniors, $1
for students 6 to 17.
Children under 6 are
admitted free.

For more informa-
tion: 503-623-6251; or
visit the Web site at
www.polkcountyhistori-
calsociety.com. A re-creation of a Polk County pharmacy is among the museum displays. 

Historical:
Afternoons
well spent

It stands proud and majestic,
much like a grandfatherly figure, in
the heart of downtown Dallas. But
it represents an entire county and
its people.

The Polk County Courthouse is
one of the most recognized build-
ings in all of the county. The struc-
ture and its  well-manicured
grounds draw admiration from res-
idents and visitors alike.

Representing the third court-
house structure in Polk County his-
tory, the present courthouse was
built in 1898.

Polk County’s courthouse bears a
striking resemblance to one in Lane
County that was demolished in the
1950s — and for good reason. The
two courthouses actually came
from the same “plan,” so to speak,
designed by Delos D. Neer of Port-
land.

The only major difference was
the material. Lane County residents
opted for brick and paid $75,000.
Polk County residents went with
stone and paid $40,000.

According to the Polk County
Web site, officials trying to develop

a local building stone industry
elected to construct the courthouse
by using sandstone from an area
quarry. 

There is a fossil attesting to the

stone’s origin on the northeast side
of the courthouse between the old
and new buildings.

The main superstructure is 44
feet high, with an 11-foot-deep
basement and clock tower that is 95
feet from the ground.

In the early 1900s, the clock
tower was used as a launching spot
for fireworks until one backfired
and caused spectacular results and
$900 of damage (a fortune in those
days), according to Polk County
history.

The building saw little change
until an addition to meet increasing
demands of county government
was added in 1965.

A major renovation took place in
the late 1980s.

Despite all its years, additions
and renovations, the old court-
house at 850 Main St. has not lost
its grandeur. It remains the center-
piece of the county.

With its stately grounds and high
clock tower, the courthouse is in all
likelihood the most recognizable
building in Polk County and serves
as a landmark for her people.

The courthouse is the center of
Dallas and Polk County.

Courthouse passes test of time
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CRAVEN-WOODS INSURANCE

503-623-8143
Home • Auto • Farm

Life • Health • Business • Bonds
“A fourth generation agency serving Polk County Since 1910”

398 E. Ellendale - Dallas
www.cravenwoodsins.com

If you don’t know
diamonds,

know your jeweler!

� Diamonds  � Gemstones � Fine Jewelry
� Design & Jewelry Repair

� Watch Repair

“Your Family Jeweler in Dallas since 1959”
Celebrating 50 years of service

837 MAIN  •  DALLAS  •  503-623-3117
Across the street from the Polk County Courthouse

Mon.-Fri. 9-5:30 pm  •  Sat 9-4 pm

503-623-6300
161 W. Ellendale • Dallas

760 Monmouth Cutoff,
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Many motorists rushing
down Highway 22 to Dal-
las or Salem don’t know
how close they are to a
major landmark in Polk
County history.

“Graveyard Field,” the
final resting place for at
least 18 souls, lies near the
northeast corner of Oak
Knoll Golf Course.

That’s just part of the
hidden history of Brunk
Corners, a place you may
have driven past many
times. But have you ever
stopped?

The Brunk House is
something to see.

Owned by the Polk
County Historical Society,
the house is filled with an-
tique furniture and car-
pets. On the grounds are
old-fashioned vegetable,
herb and rose gardens, as
well as a grape arbor and
apple orchard.

There’s also a machine
shed with antique tools
and power machinery.

But there is also a histo-
ry here. The house says a
lot about the life of Harri-
son Brunk, who came to
Oregon in 1849.

That was the same year

thousands of men rushed
to California and the
promise of gold.

But that was not for
Brunk. He was a farmer
and family man.

The two-story, seven-
bedroom house reflects
that. Thomas Pearce,
Brunk’s neighbor, built the
house for the Brunks and
their 12 children.

I t  t o o k  P e a r c e  1 8
months and $844 to build
the house in 1861. The
home stayed in the family
for three generations, be-
coming a “Century Farm.”

When Earl Brunk died
Sept. 14, 1974, the house
was bequeathed to the
Polk County Historical So-
ciety. It is now listed on
the National Register of
Historic Places.

The farmhouse, at 5705
Highway 22 (near Oak
Grove Road), is open from
9 a.m. to noon Tuesdays
March through Novem-
ber, and other times by
appointment.

A d m i s s i o n  i s  f re e,
though donations are en-
couraged.

For more information:
503-623-6251.

Dining area in the Brunk House.

Brunk House is a landmark
The historic Brunk House and farmstead was home to an industrious family with 12 children.

It was built in 1861 and now is maintained by the Polk County Historical Society. 
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Dr. Christopher D. Johnson, OD: Mid-
Valley Eyecare - 986 SE Uglow St., Dallas
503-623-3538. Comprehensive vision and
eye health exams for all ages. Thorough
treatment for eye diseases and disorders.
Two year frame and lens warranty.
Guaranteed Contact Lens Success
Program. Visit us at www.mveyecare.com.

Drs. Sharon and Marty Thornton:
Thornton Chiropractic - 1650 Monmouth
St., Independence 503-838-3346. Serving
the community for over 11 years, Dr.
Sharon and Marty Thornton provide full
family chiropractice care. Their office spe-
cializes in full spine and extremity care for
all ages. Try natural health care and feel the
difference.

Michael Kirkland, DC: 289 E. Ellendale
Ave., Suite 202, Dallas, 503-831-4668. Dr.
Kirkland will be celebrating 30 years as a
Chiropractor and has been using Activator
since 1988. It is a gentle and effective
method for all ages of patients and can be
used on all joints of the body.

Dr. Bart Carter, DMD, MS: Dallas Ortho-
dontics - 410 E. Ellendale Ave. No. 4, Dal-
las 503-623-6532. As a specialist in ortho-
dontics for children, teens and adults, Dr.
Carter understands the importance of
having healthy teeth and a great looking
smile for everyone! Our practice offers
excellent orthodontic care in a relaxed
and friendly environment. Visit our website
at: www.southsalemortho.com.

Dr. Yenne & Schofield: 580 Main St. Suite
E, Dallas 503-623-5002. Choosing an ortho-
dontic practice for you and your family’s care
is an important decision.The lifetime benefits
of orthodontic treatment and the opportunity
to experience a great smile, are priceless.
Yenne & Schofield Orthodontics is commit-
ted to providing exceptional treatment results
in a friendly and caring atmosphere.

Tom Davis, D.M.D: 410 E. Ellendale Ave,
Ste. 2, Dallas 503-623-2653. Dr. Davis and
his wife Nicole have helped keep Polk
County smiling since 1979. Their wonderful
patients, friends and family make this com-
munity a marvelous plcae to live.

Alan C. Kolb, D.M.D: 155 W. Ellendale Ave.,
Dallas 503-623-8010. We provide general
dentistry. Open Monday-Thursday. We will
be open on Fridays begining in August
2009. We are accepting new patients.

Weston K. Morrill, DMD: 289 E. Ellendale,
Suite 201, Dallas 503-623-6616 or 503-623-
2076. We provide general dentistry and
most insurances are accepted.

DENTISTS

ORTHODONTISTS

CHIROPRACTORS

OPTICIANS

MEDICAL 
DIRECTORY
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Kenneth R. Winokur, DMD, PC: 329 S.
Main St., Independence 503-838-1633. We
provide high quality dentistry in a caring
environment for the entire family. Most insur-
ance plans are accepted.

Michelle L. Hasbrook, DMD, PC: 120
Atwater St. N., Monmouth 503-838-2998.
We provide all phases of dental care for chil-
dren and adults using the newer technolo-
gies, including laser treatment, cosmetic
dentistry, mercury free fillings and nitrous
oxide sedation. New patients are always
welcome. Our office is open Monday-
Thursday from 8:00am to 5:00pm.

John D. Shurtz, D.D.S.: 196 Catron St. N.,
Monmouth 503-838-1800. General, Family
and Cosmetic Dentistry. New and emer-
gency patients welcome. Hours: Tues,
Thurs, Fri, 8am to 5 pm and Wed. 8am to
noon.

Les D. Wheeler, DDS: 289 E. Ellendale,
Suite 204, Dallas 503-623-2666. Family,
cosmetic and preventative dentistry.

Alison Smith, M.D.: West Valley
Physicians & Surgeons Clinic, 555 SE
Washington St., Dallas 503-623-7301.
Accepting new surgical patients. Has 20
years of surgical experience. Performs sur-
gical procedures for patients of all ages
including the alimentaty tract, abdomen,
breast, skin and soft tissue, hernias,
colonoscopies. Manages trauma and
patients with surgical conditions at Salem
Hospital and West Valley Hospital.

Robert Willey, MD, FAAFP: 201 SE
Washington St., Dallas 503-623-6658. We
are proud to be celebrating 30 years of serv-
ice to the families in Polk County. New fami-
lies welcome.

John C. Hadley, D.O.: West Valley
Physicians & Surgeons Clinic, 555 SE
Washington St., Dallas 503-623-7301.

Accepting new patients. Provides full spec-
trum of family healthcare including pedi-
atrics, gynecology, adolescents and geri-
atrics. Previously practiced for 20 years in
Colorado.

Charles P. Essex, M.D.: Monmouth
Medical Center, 512 Main St, Suite 300,
Monmouth 503-838-1182. Accepting new
patients. Provides comprehensive health-
care for all ages including minor surgical
processes such as vasectomies and skin
procedures, injury care, cardiopulmonary
testing, cancer screening, sutures, wart
removal and joint injections. Focuses on
education and prevention. Previously prac-
ticed in Alaska, Idaho, North Carolina and
for the U.S. Navy.

Dr. Chris Edwardson, M.D. and Dr.
Stephen Chaffee, DO: Dallas Family Med-
icine 641 SE Miller Ave, Dallas 503-623-
2345. Family Medicine • Aesthetic Medi-
cine • In-house Laboratory • Urgent-Care
Appointments • Bone Health • In-house
X-rays. Dallas Family Medicine is commit-
ted to serving our community as providers
of healthcare and medical education. Con-
tinuing in a tradition established more than
50 years ago, we strive to heal the whole
family with care and compassion, from the
infant to the elderly. In our innovative edu-
cation program, we endeavor to share our
passion for medical education through cur-
rent relevant teaching you can trust. We are
proud to serve you - this is our heritage of
caring. Website: dfm.com.

Steven A. LaTulippe, M.D., P.C.: South
View Medical Arts - 531 SE Clay St., Dal-
las 503-623-5430. Providing comprehen-
sive care in adult, pediatric and geriatric
medicine.

Tom T. Mesdag, DPM: Monmouth Foot
Health Center - 343 Main St. E., Monmouth
503-838-3668. Serving Polk County for over
28 years. Specializing in Podiatric Surgery,
Sports Medicine, and general foot care.

PODIATRISTS

FAMILY MEDICINE

SURGEONS
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Paul Jensen was part
polar bear.

Maybe part Kodiak.
For whatever reason,

something deep within
him resonated with Alas-
ka. For more than 30
years, he traveled to Alas-
ka and other polar re-
gions as education con-
sultant to the Bureau of
Indian Affairs.

But it was more than
business. It was a deep,
abiding pleasure.

His vast collection of
artifacts became the basis
for the Paul Jensen Arctic
Museum on the campus
of Western Oregon Uni-
versity in Monmouth.

The museum really had
its beginning when Jensen

was born in 1907 in
Teestrup, on the Isle of
Sealand, Denmark. He was
the fifth son of a farmer.

His father wanted him
to be “a good soldier.”
Jensen had other ideas.
He wanted to be an ex-

plorer. 
Paul came to the Unit-

ed States as a teenager,
eventually earning a doc-
torate in education.

During his trips to
Alaska, he worked with
teachers to develop bilin-
gual and Yupi’k and Inu-
piat language materials
for elementary students.

Jensen served as the
arctic museum’s curator
until his death in 1994.
T h e  m u s e u m  h i r e d
Roben Jack Larrison, an
Inupiaq who grew up in
Nome, Alaska, as its cura-
tor in 2007. She manages
the facility with the help
of student interns and
community volunteers.

Continued on Page 72
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True-to-life murals enhance the museum experience.

A polar bear — along with many other denizens of the Arctic — greets visitors to the Jensen Museum.

Journey to the Far North
A unique learning opportunity is no further away than Monmouth



Polk County Itemizer-Observer • May 20, 2009 EXPLORE POLK COUNTY 71C 

503-831-2224

Mon - Fri
7am-6pm
Saturday
8am-5pm
Sunday
by Appt.

295 W Ellendale Ave • Dallas
Corner of Levens & Ellendale across from Lyle School

FULL GROOMING
For an appointment 503-831-2224

We do one dog at a time.

Natural Balance
Dog Food in stock

We use kinesiology!
This is a muscle 

test for your dog’s
allergies to

find out which 
food is best.

Day 
Care 
Rates:
• $8.00 - 4 hours
• $15.00 All Day
• $5.00 Overnight

AAll AAniimmaalss

AArre HHeaavven
ly

Day Care

for
Dogs

Sizzling
Fajitas

•
Pollo Ala

Crema
•

Carne Asada
•

Pollo Asado
•

Arroz Con
Pollo

•
Arroz Con
Camarones

•
and much

more.

“Yo Amo
A . . .”

Mira Mar
503-831-0133

119 E. Ellendale, Dallas

503-787-2700
318 N. Main • Falls City

Come See What All The Talk Is About
New Owners! New Chef!

Open at 4pm Tues -Fri
Open at 1:30 pm on weekends

Fri. & Sat. Nights
POLK COUNTY’S BEST 

PRIME RIB  
TACO TUESDAY

2/$1

• Karaoke - Saturdays 8pm - 1am
• Dine outdoor on nice summer days
• In House Pool Tournaments
• Coming Soon - Live Music Fridays
• Big Screen TV • Lottery Machines



Continued from Page 72
The Jensen Arctic Mu-

seum is the only museum
on the West Coast — and
one of only two in the
lower 48 states — dedicat-
ed solely to collecting,
preserving and teaching
the Arctic culture and
ecology.

More than 150 people
have donated items to the
collection of 4,000 arti-
facts covering art, tools,
clothing and lots of infor-
mation about the indige-
nous Arctic peoples.

The Friends of the
Jensen Arctic Museum, a
nonprofit group that sup-
ports the museum, is
working to raise $1.3 mil-
lion to expand the facility.
Conceptual planning has
started for a new building
that would be erected in
three phases and triple the
amount of available space.

The expansion plans
include replacing the

three existing structures.
Federal and private

foundation grants and in-
dividual contributions
will be sought and lunch-
eons will be held to pay
for the project. The muse-
um relies on member-
ships and donations for

its  regular operating
costs, with Western Ore-
gon University providing
about half its normal
budget.

Beyond tours, the muse-
um features arctic educa-
tion and crafts for children
the third Saturday of every

month from 1 to 3 p.m.
Annual benefit events

i n c l u d e  t h e  p o p u l a r
Salmon Bake and Auction
on Sept. 13 this year. The
museum celebrates its
birthday each May with
cake and games — and
May 2010 will mark the
museum’s silver anniver-
sary.

The Jensen Arctic Mu-
seum, located at 590 W.
Church St., is open from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Wednes-
day through Saturday and
at other times by appoint-
ment. It is open year-
round except for federal
holidays.

There is no admission
fee, but a small donation
($2 for adults, $1 for chil-
dren) is suggested.

Educational and group
tours are always welcome.

For more information:
Curator Roben Jack Larri-
son, 503-838-8468; or visit
www.wou.edu/arctic.
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The survival of an ingenious and courageous people is told through exhibits at the Jensen Arctic Museum.

A young enthusiast with curator Roben Jack Larrison.

Jensen: Museum houses 4,000 Arctic artifacts
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Local Realtor for over a decade helping  
people like you find and sell homes.

IIIInnnntttteeeeggggrrrriiiittttyyyy is everything!

Jan Terway
971-218-0095

janterway@windermere.com
jant.mywindermere.com

Windermere/Western View Properties 503-623-2333 

SERVING POLK COUNTY FOR ALL OF
YOUR TITLE & ESCROW NEEDS!

Committed to Customer Service and Cutting-Edge Technology

Providing Professional Property Transaction Services since 1908!
Title • Escrow • 1031 Exchange • Contract Serving • Builder Services

Monmouth Office
617 East Clay St.

Monmouth, Oregon 97361
(503) 838-1021

www.ticorweb.com

TheCarDoctor
760 Monmouth Cutoff

Dallas
503-623-8570

Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30pm
Honest & Outstanding Automotive Care ...one car at a time.

Thank You....

Stop in or call today. We would love to have the
opportunity to care for your vehicle.

• Family Owned & Operated
• Over 13 Years Experience
• All Repairs Warranted 

Nationwide
• Air Conditioning
• Transmission Service
• Cooling Systems

• Engine Repair
• Oil Changes
• Maintenance
• Tune-ups
• Diagnostics
• Fleet Programs
• Brakes

...for allowing
us to service
your vehicles
for over two
years.

• Full Teas • Scones • Quiche
• Soups/Sandwiches • Desserts 

• Friday Night Dinner by
reservation only 5:30-8:00
• 11sstt  SSaattuurrddaayy  BBrruunncchh

AAvvaaiillaabbllee  ffoorr  ccaatteerriinngg
aanndd  pprriivvaattee  ppaarrttiieess

118844  SSEE  OOaakk  SStt..,,  DDaallllaass  ••  550033--883311--44777777

HHoouurrss::  MMoonn  1111aamm  --  22::3300ppmm
TTuueess  --  SSaattuurrddaayy  1100aamm  --  33ppmm
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The Gentle House in Monmouth is a wonderfully maintained example of late-1800s architecture.

A house beautiful
Graceful home has been a landmark for generations

Antique toys, dolls and other
children’s possessions adorn a sec-
ond-story bedroom in the nearly
131-year-old home of the late
Thomas Gentle’s sons.

Books, folders and a lamp cover
the desk inside Gentle’s study, giv-
ing it the appearance it’s still used.
A room made to resemble Thomas’
wife, Carrie’s, sewing chamber
gives off a similar feeling.

Century-old firs and gnarled
walnut trees stand sentinel over
the grounds outside. Camellias,
tulips, daffodils and other colorful
ornamentals highlight a pristinely
manicured four acres.

The immediate members of the
Gentle family have long since
passed away. But considerable ef-
fort goes into maintaining their
memory and home — now known

as Gentle House — just north of
the Western Oregon University
campus in Monmouth.

Catherine Gentle, Thomas’
daughter, donated the house and
property to the WOU Foundation
in 1981, two years before she died.

The foundation rents out the
property for weddings, reunions
and other events to support the
building.

The Friends of Gentle House,
meanwhile, maintain the historic
displays inside and conduct tours
for the public.

Thomas and Carrie and their five
children moved to Monmouth
from Wisconsin in 1911, not long
after Thomas was hired at the Ore-
gon Normal School.

As head of the campus elemen-
tary training school, Thomas

helped prepare a generation of
state educators.

This year, “Friends” has com-
pleted poster displays inside the
home that depict different periods
in the history of the Gentles, in-
cluding when Thomas was study-
ing education at the University of
Jena, a famous German institute
founded in 1537. 

It was there that he adopted sev-
eral teaching methods considered
unique at the time — such as de-
tailed lesson plans.

The farm house that Thomas
would eventually buy on Mon-
mouth Avenue had been built in
the 1880s by the Butlers, one of the
city’s settling families. It changed
hands several times before the
Gentles acquired it in 1914.

Continued on Page 75



Continued from Page 74
The Gentles were ingrained in

the community during the 1920s,
said Madeline Fisher, “Friends”
president and a great-granddaugh-
ter of Thomas.

“Students came to the house, they
hosted gatherings here,” she said.
“They were involved in civic clubs.
Their children were Boy Scouts.”

Today, the Polk County Master
Gardeners host work days on the
grounds of Gentle House twice a
month, using the garden as a sort of
classroom for rose and grape prun-
ing demonstrations for the public.

“I think the house today reflects
the Gentles’ involvement in Mon-
mouth,” Fisher said. “We want to
keep up that involvement.”

Much of the upstairs remained
unused during the 1940s, when
Thomas’ children had moved on.
Plans were made for restoring the
house a few years after Thomas
died in 1951, but the renovation
never happened.

The foundation has undertaken

several projects, however, to extend
the lifespan of the home. An annex,
with kitchen and conference center,
was added in 1991. A few years ago,
local volunteers and businesses do-
nated almost $30,000 in material
and labor to repair an aging roof.

“We would like to see the history
of the home preserved,” Fisher said,
“so a child today can imagine what
life was like 100 years ago.”

Gentle House is at 855 N. Mon-
mouth Ave. Artifacts representing
early Monmouth history or contri-
butions for upkeep of the building
are welcome through the WOU Of-
fice of University Advancement.
Tours are available by appointment.

Gentle House’s Holiday Bazaar
fundraiser takes place Nov. 11-14,
2009. Home crafts and wares are
sold to support the building. A holi-
day tea party event is also planned
for the first week of December.

To book an event at Gentle
House or take a tour: WOU Founda-
tion at 503-838-8673 or via e-mail
at gentlehouse@wou.edu.
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POLK COUNTY 
FAIRGROUNDS

Family Fun at the Fair
August 6-9, 2009

Yearly Events: Craft Shows, Quilt show, 
Gem & Mineral Show, Gun Shows, 

FFA Convention, 4-H Horse Show, Holiday Fair, 
NW Youth Rodeo Assoc., RV Rallies

The fairgrounds facility is also rented out for private use.
Meetings, Weddings, Birthday Parties, Anniversaries,

Reunions, Dances, Memorial Services, 
Tool Sales,  and Storage

Call 503-623-3048
TO RESERVE YOUR EVENT TODAY

P.O. Box 29 • 520 S. Pacific Hwy • Rickreall, OR 97371

Grossman & Weston
Gravel, Inc

Family Owned & Operated
We carry Garden Compost, Garden blend-
ed mixes, Compost blended soil for your
lawns, Several sizes of Round Rock for
your lawn decor needs. We carry 2 differ-
ent Dry River Bed mixes of Round Rock &
Crushed Rock for Driveways.

Call to schedule a delivery
U-haulers welcome. Call for directions

503-838-5470 or 503-510-9596
We accept

Gentle House garden gazebo

Gentle House: It’s as if frozen in time
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Spring Valley Church, located in Zena, was dedicated in June of 1859. It still hosts regular services and events. 

Zena church has deep roots
It is a quaint old country church.
There was a time, however, when

the Spring Valley Church in Zena
was so much more.

Its bell rang out the news of every
birth, every death, every meeting
and every emergency in the com-
munity.

The tombstones in the graveyard
next to the church mark the dates of
the people who lived there, died
there and in between worshiped in
the little white church.

The bell that rang out so much
news came from England via Cape
Horn in 1884. It weighs about 900
pounds.

Nondenominational Bible study
sessions continue to be held every
Sunday at the church located north-
west of the intersection of Spring
Valley Road and Zena Road. Wed-
dings are often booked months in
advance. Special Easter and Memor-
ial Day services are held.

There are still plots left in the
cemetery, reserved for people who
have a long-standing connection to
Spring Valley and her people.

A walk among the tombstones
tells the story of a community reach-
ing back before the Civil War.

The church and cemetery have
withstood more than a century of
winter storms and summer sun, not
to mention the occasional attack of
vandalism. That has been an ongo-
ing issue in recent years as an Inter-
net report about ghosts and the
cemetery circulated.

The church is tucked away in the
northeastern corner of Polk County.
It began as a 12-foot-by-12-foot log
cabin on the Barker property.

The Rev. R.J. Cornwall of the
Cumberland Presbyterians organ-
ized the church in 1851. The present
church was built by volunteer labor
in 1858 on four acres donated by
Nelson Walling, and the church was
dedicated in June of 1859.

The church was designed after the
typical New England-style meeting
house and is a classic example of
early pioneer churches built by early
settlers of the Willamette Valley dur-
ing the 1850s.

The first lumber for the church
came overland from Independence.
Then finished lumber was shipped
by boat from Canemah, near Oregon
City, to Lincoln — a once-thriving
port on the Willamette River two
miles east of the church.

The church door is opened by
turning a small porcelain knob of
unknown age. The original hand
hewn sills, floor, pews, woodwork,
platform and pulpit remain intact.

The original pulpit Bible was
printed in 1860.

Eight of the men who took dona-
tion land claims in the Spring Valley
area are buried in the cemetery.

The entire valley, to the north and
east, spreads out before the church.
An early pioneer, Major Walter M.
Walker, named it Spring Valley for
the water that attracted him there in
1848.

Early on, the church was called
Spring Valley Christian Church, after
the community.

But the community was named
Zena following the arrival of broth-
ers Daniel Jackson Cooper and Jacob
C. Cooper, who started a store and
post office in 1866.

The brothers were married to sis-
ters, Arvazena and Melzena Still-
man, and took the name for the
town from the last part of their
wives’ names.

The church was listed in the Na-
tional Register of Historical Places
on May 8, 1974.
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Polk County has no shortage of
scenic parks. Three of them, in fact,
are in a three-mile stretch along
Highway 22.

There are also several other parks
owned or managed by the county.
Here’s a list:

Ballston Park
This park is located in the ghost

town of Ballston and includes the
historic Ballston School, believed to
be the oldest school building in the
state. The park has picnic tables.

Buell Park
This is a park for families. There’s

a well-equipped playground and
restrooms. Picnic tables and barbe-
cue pits are nestled in the trees
along Mill Creek. There are trails to
explore along the creek. It’s all lo-
cated just off Highway 22 and a lit-
tle west of Red Prairie Road.

Buena Vista Park
Take Corvallis Road south out of

Independence and follow the signs
to the Buena Vista Ferry. This is the
county’s maritime park, with a boat

ramp on the Willamette River. It also
has a small dock, picnic tables and a
nearby rock favored by anglers.

Gerlinger Park
This is very much a nature park.

It’s about three miles west of Falls
City on the Little Luckiamute River.
There are two picnic tables and
footbridges to a little island.

Mill Creek Park
Mill Creek Recreation Site

Mill Creek Park is a little more
primitive, but it’s also more scenic
and caters to people who want to
get a little farther away from it all.

It’s just half a mile from the Mill
Creek Recreation Site.

The difference between the two
is unimportant to most visitors. The
park is owned by the county, and
the recreation site is owned by the
Bureau of Land Management.

Mill Creek Park features a spec-
tacular scenic canyon. There are
half a dozen picnic tables, some
barbecue pits and a large surround-
ing grassy area — complete with a

small backstop for hitting baseballs
and softballs. It’s a little cramped
for a full baseball field, but it’s a
great place for getting in a little
practice.

The recreation site also has pic-
nic areas, restrooms and barbecue
pits, as well as a large open area.

There are no developed trails.
Moss-covered trees overhang the
deep canyon, providing a unique
scenic area.

Nesmith Park
Nesmith Park is next to the Polk

County Fairgrounds on Highway
22. It was built around the historic
James Nesmith family graveyard.
The park features nature trails
along Rickreall Creek and has pic-
nic tables as well as barbecue pits
and a large open grassy area.

Ritner Creek Park
The park is four miles west of

Pedee on Burbank Road. There are
three footbridges across the creek
as well as trails along it. There are
picnic tables and restrooms.

County parks offer rural charm
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One of several Heritage Museum displays showing decor common at the turn of the century.

The historic Independence First Baptist Church at 112 S. 3rd St.
now serves as home to the Heritage Museum.

A town’s heritage preserved 
End of the Oregon Trail, beginning of the Oregon dream
An old Oregon adage says that the

end of the Oregon Trail was wherever
your pack mule died.

But Independence folks believe that
since the trail began in Independence,
Missouri, it logically ends in Indepen-
dence, Oregon.

For more than 50 years, the city has
been celebrating its unique connection
to the Oregon Trail — a celebration
chronicled at the Heritage Museum at
112 S. 3rd St.

There, visitors can wander the halls
of the 1888 Baptist Church that now
serves as the community’s museum.
Using a self-guided tour book, an entire
afternoon can be whiled away reading
about the area’s history and ogling bits
and pieces — from dental tools to
World War II posters — of this area’s
history.

Wander past the covered wagon that
looks as if it could carry pioneers to In-
dependence. Pause to view the archaic
farm equipment.

Continued on Page 79
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Wonder for yourself how women

could possibly swim in the attire
featured in the museum’s historic
swimsuit display.

Check out the delicate workman-
ship of the Japanese display, where
internment information is high-
lighted. See the hops baskets and
farming displays connected to the
city that once claimed title as “the
Hop Capital of the World.”

Learn how school children spent
their days, and browse the old high
school annuals. Walk through the
room full of military uniforms that
once adorned soldiers from Polk
County. Camp Adair and Western
Oregon University exhibits are also
new or refreshed.

The Heritage Museum is full of
farm, business, community, and
family artifacts from every era, in-
cluding those that preceded the pi-
oneer settlers. But the museum and
its volunteers also help organize
events that educate and entertain
people on the topic of local history.

The museum also hosts free
Chautauqua programs that  feature
a speaker.

On Aug. 15 is the “On to Oregon
Cavalcade Reunion,” featuring a
parade, wagon train and mustache
contest. For more fun, the museum
is a regular stop on the annual
Ghost Walk held in downtown Inde-
pendence during the Hop & Her-
itage Festival (Sept. 25-27 this year).

The museum is open Wednesday
and Saturday from 1 to 5 p.m., and
Thursday and Friday from 1 to 4 p.m.
Appointments for tours can be made
by calling 503-838-4989 or e-mailing
heritagemuseum@minetfiber.com.

The museum does not charge ad-
mission, but tax-deductible mem-
berships can be purchased online
at www.ORHeritage.org. Donations
and volunteers are encouraged.
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Heritage: Ever-changing reflections of life

Music in the Park
Dave Anderson Memorial Concert Series

Main St. Park • Monmouth
Every Wednesday ~ July 8th - August 10th ~ 7pm - 9pm

July 8 - Rock Hounds (Variety)
July 15 - Jim & Alan Music and Comedy Show
July 22 - Guthrie Park Night (Country)
July 29 - Joe Stoddard (Comedy Soloist Musician)

August 5 - Courtney Jones (R&B)
August 12 - Darby O' Gill (Traditional Irish)
August 19 - Bill Larimer (Rock)

Bring your chairs and blankets 
and we’ll see you in the park!
~ Free and Open to the Public ~

Sponsors: City of Monmouth, Monmouth Parks & Rec, Monmouth Power & Light,
Dave Anderson, Forest Capital LLC, Monmouth Fitness Club, 
Itemizer-Observer, AMVETS & Auxiliary, West Coast Bank
For more information contact Rick Gydesen at 503-838-4912



Polk County was founded by
hard-working folks who also knew
how to play hard. The tradition lives
on today as several communities,
and the county itself, stage fairs and
festivals that celebrate life in this
bountiful area.

Here is an overview:

WESTERN DAYS
Monmouth and Independence

July 2-5, 2009
The pioneer towns support their

heritage with several days of fun.
And what could be more fun that
back-to-back fireworks nights?

This year’s Western Days celebra-
tion will feature two separate py-
rotechnic displays, at 10 p.m. on
July 3 and July 4.

The two communities kick off
their four days of fun with a rock
and hip-hop concert and an out-
door movie July 2 at Riverview Park
Amphitheater.

A parade, mini-marathon, ven-
dors, carnival, live music, an out-
door church service — you name it
and Western Days has it. The hub is
Independence’s Riverview Park,
where the Riverview Park Am-
phitheater and stage host the enter-
tainment and a carnival. Mon-
mouth’s Main Street Park also hosts
popular events.

For more information: 503-580-
8525; www.westerndays.us.

SUMMERFEST
Dallas

July 23-26, 2009
Dallas’ own downtown celebra-

tion began just after World War II
and has been called, over the years,
“Smileroo” and “Krazy Dayz.” What-
ever the name, the four-day festival
brings a parade, art exhibitions and
a major car show to the city’s core.
Many of the activities are centered
on the Polk County Courthouse
lawn and in Dallas City Park.

It’s a time for everyone — locals
and visitors alike — to let their hair
down and have lots of summer fun.
The annual parade during Sum-
merfest is touted as one of Oregon’s
largest small-town events.

This year’s Summerfest theme is
“Happy Birthday, Oregon,” as the
state celebrates its sesquicentenni-
al.

For more information: 503-623-
2564; www.dallasoregon.org.

POLK COUNTY FAIR
Rickreall

Aug. 6-9, 2009
Polk County is an agricultural

county, and that means its fair is
what a great old-time fair ought to
be.

Mixed in with the prize-winning
animals, baked goods and craft dis-
plays are plenty of live entertain-
ment, a carnival, tasty treats, a tal-
ent show and — a long-standing
tradition — the Northwest Youth
Rodeo.

4-H and FFA exhibits are a key
part of the annual showcase.

This year’s fair, themed “Honor-
ing Our Pioneer Heritage,” will run
from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. each day
except Sunday, Aug. 9, when fair
hours are 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

For more information: 503-623-
3048 or www.co.polk.or.us/fair.

Continued on Page 82
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When it’s time for fun
A pie-eating contest is part of the fun at the annual Hop & Heritage Festival, held every September.

Polk County communities go all-out with these events 
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FFRREEEE  MMOOVVIIEESS
Thursday evenings beginning July 2. Movies begin at dusk.

www.independencepolice.org/AMPHITHEATER/index.html

SSUUMMMMEERR  CCOONNCCEERRTT  SSEERRIIEESS

Friday Evenings at 7:30

JJuullyy  1100 - Joe Stoddard Comedy Band 
JJuullyy  1177 - Amadan 

JJuullyy  2244
Albany Swing
Band 
JJuullyy  3311
Calamity Jazz 
AAuugguusstt  77
Golden Bough 

AAuugguusstt  1144 - Homegrowing 6-7:30pm
Third Brigade 8-9pm

AAuugguusstt  2211 - River City Band 
AAuugguusstt  2288 - Mark Kershner

WWeesstteerrnn  DDaayyss  CCeelleebbrraattiioonn  JJuullyy  22--55
JJuullyy  22
• "Youth Night"  Celebration begins at 5 p.m.
• Bubba Swatta performs 
Hip Hop/Rap/R&B 7:30 - 9:30 p.m.
• Movie Twilight begins at 10 p.m.
JJuullyy  33
• Grand Jazz Band 3:45 p.m. - 5:45 p.m.
• Debra Arlyn 6:15 p.m. - 8:15 p.m.
• Renee Hill Band 8:45 p.m. - 9:45 p.m.

FFIIRREEWWOORRKKSS  BBEEGGIINN  AATT  1100  pp..mm..
• Renee Hill Band 10:30 p.m. - 11:30 p.m.

JJuullyy  44
• Canyon Fever 2:30 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
• Aaron Shinkle 4:30 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
• Hoodwinked 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
• Liquid Assests 8:45 p.m. - 9:45 p.m.

FFIIRREEWWOORRKKSS  BBEEGGIINN  AATT  1100  pp..mm..
• Liquid Assests 10:45 p.m. - 11:45 p.m.
For a complete list of Western Days activities go to:

http://www.westerndays.us/
SSeessqquuiicceenntteennnniiaall  CCeelleebbrraattiioonn    AAuugguusstt  1133--1155  
MMeexxiiccaann  FFiieessttaa  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  55    
HHoopp  &&  HHeerriittaaggee  FFeessttiivvaall  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  2255--2277

Golden Bough

Mark Kershner

Calamity Jazz
River City Band

Amadan
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A jouster awaits his next opponent at the Shrewsbury Renaissance Faire.

Amusement rides put smiles on the faces of children at the Polk County Fair.

SHREWSBURY
RENAISSANCE FAIRE

Kings Valley
Sept. 19-20, 2009

Sitting right on the Polk-
Benton county line is one of
Oregon’s most unique annu-
al festivals.

The Shrewsbury Renais-
sance Faire, now in its 14th
year, is modeled on the mer-
riest of elements from the
times of Shakespeare and
Elizabeth I, set in the his-
toric renaissance of 1558 to
1603.

The festival site is about
one block east of the Kings
Valley Highway (Highway
223) on Grant Road. Faire
hours both days are 10 a.m.
to 6 p.m. Admission is $9 for
adults and $5 for seniors and
children 6-12. Children 5
and under are admitted free.

For more information:
541-929-4897; www.shrew-
faire.com.

HOP & HERITAGE
FESTIVAL

Independence
Sept. 25-27, 2009

Hops once were the eco-
nomic lifeblood of the Inde-
pendence area. Although
most of the crops are gone,
the celebration isn’t.

The community turns out
for fun and games, food
booths, music, a popular
downtown ghost walk, car-
toons in the park for kids,
old-time farm equipment
exhibits, a car show, hot air
balloons, lawnmower races,
an airport fly-in, and lots
more.

Most activities take place
downtown and at Riverview
Park Amphitheater.

For more information:
503-838-6026 or www.inde-
pendencepolice.org (click
on link to festival).

Festivals:
Polk folks
have fun
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Dallas Heating & Sheet Metal, Inc would like to take the time thank our Polk County customers
and neighbors for many years of business and trust!  It is our goal to achieve a high level of
professional customer service, and with customers like you that makes our job so much easier!
SO WE THANK YOU! We look foward to serving Polk County for many years to come!

Serving the Willamette Valley Since 1993

7375 McCoy Rd, Rickreall, OR 97371
Licensed • Bonded • Certified • CCB#96646

Call Today

503-623-0800

We service and install all brands.
• Gas • Electric • Heat Pumps • Air Conditioning

• Air Quality • Fireplaces

EExxpplloorree......
oouurr

wweebbssiittee  aatt
wwwwww..ppoollkkiioo..ccoomm

Polk County

Itemizer-Observer • 503-623-2373  •  147 SE Court St., Dallas

Images
Story Archives

Sports Schedules
Letters to the Editor

Births,Weddings, Obits
and much more!

SSppeecciiaall  SSeeccttiioonnss
• Who’s Who 
• Explore Polk County
• Polk Properties
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Polk County Church Directory
Attend your    chosen house of worship.

Calvary Chapel Dallas - www.calvarydallasor.com -
Currently meeting for worship and verse by verse
Bible teaching at 628 SE Jefferson St. Worship serv-
ice begins at 10 a.m. on Sunday. Sunday school is
available from youth ministry and below to nursery.
Wednesday Bible study is at 6:30 p.m., study of the
Old Testament. Mens prayer is Saturday at 7:30 a.m.
Womens Bible studies are scheduled also, call for
times. The Pastor/Teacher is Larry King. Come join
us and be a part of God's family here in Dallas. For
more information call 503-831-1074.

Christ The King Church - Meets at the Morrison
Campus, 1251 S. W. Main St. 503-623-2262 Christ
The King Christian Church is a conservative, con-
temporary, biblical Church. At Christ the King we
learn: the truths of the Bible, how to live those
truths, how to please God, and how to be a bless-
ing to all people. Service time is 10 a.m. Sunday..
Children's ministry ages (4-10) is available. Come
and join us as we learn and grow together.
Everyone is welcome. Wally Wildman, senior pas-
tor. For more information call 503-623-2262.
www.ctkdallas.com  

Dallas Alliance Church - 775 E. Ellendale, Dallas,
503-623-2265, Email dallascma@qwestoffice.net,
Senior  Pastor - Ian Munro, Youth Pastor - Scott
Totten, Visitation Pastor - Ron Israel. Sunday School
- 9:15 a.m., Morning Worship 10:30 a.m., (Nursery
provided for a.m. services); Sunday Evening
Fellowship 6:00 p.m.; Tuesdays: High School/Middle
School Youth 6:30 p.m.; Wednesdays: Bible
Explorers (ages Kindergarten - 5th grade) 6:45 p.m.,
Choir and Adult Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m. Call for info
on current Bible Studies.

Dallas Christian Fellowship Foursquare Church -
976 SW Hayter Street, Dallas, 503-623-6890, Sunday
morning - time of fellowship 9:30am, worship 10am,
nursery and children's church provided; small groups
meet at various times throughout the week, please
call for additional information. Everyone is welcome.

Dallas Church - PO Box 462, Dallas, 503.508.2001.
Worship Gatherings – Sundays @ 10am. Currently
Meeting at Dallas High School, 1250 SE Holman
Ave. Atmosphere is relaxed, families & children wel-
come, come as you are, current music & relevant
teaching about Jesus. Café with coffee & teas and
pastries. Pastor: Ben Bauman. www.dallaschurch.org

Evangelical Bible Church - 1175 S.E. Howe, Dallas
503-623-2331. Senior Pastor Jerry Franz, Visitation
Pastor Allan Wiebe, Youth Pastor Nathan Ensz.
Sunday: Worship *8:00 a.m.; *10:45 a.m.; *6:00 p.m.;
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.; High School Youth Group
7:15 p.m.; Thursday: Jr. High Youth Group - 7:00 p.m.;
2nd & 4th Tuesday: MOPS *9:00 a.m.; Wednesday:
AWANA - 6:30 p.m.; Prayer Meeting & Bible Study 7:00
p.m.; Thursday: Bible Studies *9:15 a.m. (women);
*7:00 p.m. (men & women) *Nursery care provided.

Faith Evangelical Free Church - 2290 E. Ellendale
Ave., Dallas, 503-623-8034; Senior Pastor Al Perkins,
Associate Pastor Ed Sutter, Worship Pastor Ted
Kitzmiller, Jr. High Director Don Radke, High School
Youth Associate Scott Lamb, Children’s Director
Debbie Davies. Sunday Worship 8:00 a.m. & 11:00
a.m., Sunday School 9:30 a.m.; Sunday High School
Youth Group 7:00 p.m.; Sunday Jr. High Youth Group
7:00 p.m. Please call for information about other meet-
ings. www.faithfreechurch.org

First Baptist Church - 245 S.W. Church St., Dallas,
503-623-5189; Pastor Jerry Casey. Church Office
Hours: Mon., Wed. & Thurs. 9am-1pm; Sunday School
9:30 a.m., Worship 10:45 a.m.,  Sunday Youth Group
5:00 p.m., Other activities call church office. Website:
www.gofbc.org

First Presbyterian Church - 879 S.W. Levens Street,
Dallas, 503-623-3397. David Hampton, Pastor. Sunday
Pastor’s Bible Study 9:00 a.m.; Worship 10:30 a.m.;
Men’s Bible Study Every Tues. 7:00 a.m.. Women’s
Bible Study Every Tues. 10:00 a.m. Except for summer
months. Child care available. Handicapped accessible.

Grace Baptist Church - 1855 E.Ellendale Ave., Dallas,
503-623-4858. We’re a church committed to Loving
God, Loving others, and Making Disciples of Jesus
Christ. Come Grow With Us! Sunday School 9:30 a.m.,
Worship 11:00 a.m., Wednesday night prayer 6:30 p.m.,
Russ Hilsinger, Pastor. E-mail: RJHilsinger@q.com

Grace Community Church – 598 E Ellendale Ave,
PO Box 69, Dallas, 503-623-4961.Senior Pastor – Guy
Basso, Assoc/Youth Pastor – Dave Bertolini. Sunday
Worship Services: 9:00 am and 10:45 am. Adult
Sunday School: 9:00 & 10:45, Youth Sunday School:
10:45, Kids Worship Time: 9:00, Kids Sunday School:
10:30.Nursery provided for both services.Jr High Youth
Group Wednesdays at 6:30 pm, High School Youth
Group Thursdays at 7:00 pm. Office hrs are 8:30 –
2:30, T–F. Visit our website at www.graceindallas.org.
All are welcome! Call for Summertime hours.

DALLAS
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Living Word Faith Fellowship - 830 SE Shelton
Street, Dallas, 503-623-9062. Pastor Joan Siewert.
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m. Children's Sunday serv-
ice 10:00 a.m., nursery provided. First Saturday of
month breakfast at 8:00 a.m. at Murphy’s Restaurant,
Dallas. Pastor Lavern Siewert in charge of men's fel-
lowship. Call for additional information. Website:
www.proclaimhim.org

New Beginnings - Church of God of Prophecy
575 SW Ash Street, Dallas, 503-420-9186. Pastor
Darrel Gaylor. Service Times - 10:30 a.m. Sunday
morning; 6:30 p.m. Sunday evening; 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday evening, Bible Study and Youth Group.
Friday Youth Activities.

Seventh-Day Adventist Church - 589 SW Birch,
P.O. Box 450, Dallas 97338-0450. 503-623-5872.
Services on Saturday: 9:30 A.M. Sabbath School
Bible Study for all age groups. 10:50 A.M. Worship
Service. Office Hours: Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 9
to Noon. Phone: 503-623-5872. Pastor: Doug
Clayville.

St. Thomas Episcopal Church - 1486 S.W. Levens
Street, Dallas, 503-623-8522. Interim Vicar Jay
McMurren 10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist AND Sunday
School. Nursery Care available. Visitors always wel-
come!

United Methodist Church - 565 SE LaCreole Dr.,
Dallas, 503-623-2481. Email: dallasumc@qwestof-
fice.net Website: www.dallasumc.qwestoffice.net
Pastor-Jeremy Hajdu-Paulen.Worship Service 10:55
a.m. Sunday School 9:30 a.m. Child-care available.
Handicap access. Call for Summertime hours.

Valley Life Center (Assemblies of God) - 1795
S.E. Miller Ave., Dallas, 503-623-4116. Pastor Chris
Barker, Youth Pastor, Jerry Mullins, Children’s Pastor,
Lonelle Anderson, Sunday Morning Service 10:30
a.m., Wednesday Family Night 7 p.m. Please call for
more information or visit our website at www.val-
leylifecenter.com

Mountain Gospel Fellowship - Corner of Main &
Dayton, Falls City, 503-787-8031. Sunday School
10:00 a.m., Morning Worship 11:00 a.m. Wed. Eve.
Service 6:00 p.m. Come worship with us and find a
new beginning in God’s love.

Buena Vista Community Church - 11355 Church
St., Buena Vista. Independence. Pastor Don
Johnson. 503-838-2247. Sunday School 9:45 a.m.,
Morning Worship 11 a.m.

First Baptist Church - A warm, friendly church that
cares about you! Located at 1505 Monmouth St.,
Independence (across from Central High School);
503-838-1001. Senior Pastor Michael Parks, Youth
Pastor Ben Bobeda. Sundays: 9:45 am Sunday
School, 11 am Worship Service Weekly: Youth
Group 7 pm Wednesdays: 7 pm AWANA (during the
school year). Thursdays: Men's and Women's Bible
Studies, and FUSE for youth.after school. First Baptist
has ministries for children, youth, adults, young mar-
ried and seniors, including monthly senior activities
and small groups for all ages throughout the week.

Liberty Fellowship - 330 Monmouth St,
Independence. Phone: 503-606-2062 Email:
info@lfchurches.org Senior Pastor Ricky Faircloth,
Children's and Youth Director Karen Rowton, Service
Times: Sunday Morning Worship @ 10:30 AM,
Children's and Youth Sunday School Classes avail-
able for all ages. Wednesday Worship @ 6:00 PM,
Wednesday Special Study "Repairing Brokenness in
the Family" @ 6:45 PM, Children's ministry available.
Youth Programs available. We invite you to our
"Fellowship Breakfast" every Sunday morning
beginning at 9:45 AM. For more information please
call or visit our website at www.lfchurches.org 

Life Center Foursquare Church - 437 D Street,
Independence, OR Phone: 503-838-6507. Pastor Larry
Gratreak. Worship Service and Sunday School starts
at 10:30 a.m. Youth activities/Men’s studies/Women’s
studies/Home Fellowships available throughout the
week. Call for more information.You are welcome!

St. Patrick Parish, Catholic - 1275 E St.,
Independence. 503-838-1242 or 503-838-6442. Rev.
Carl Gimpl. Masses Sat., vigil 5 p.m.; Sunday 9:30
a.m. (English), 11 a.m. (Spanish); Weekdays Mon,
Tues, Wed, Fri 9 a.m. & Thurs. 8am, Saturday 7 p.m.
(Spanish). Evergreen Nursing Home; Holy Days 9
a.m. (Eng) & 7 p.m. (Eng/Span). Sacrament of
Reconciliation: Sat 3:30-4:30 p.m. or by appointment.
Religious Education: RCIA Mon 7:00-8:15 p.m.; Mid-
High & High School Grades Mon 7:00-8:15p.m.;
Grades 1-4 Tues. 7:00-8:15 p.m. WOU Campus
Ministry: Mass Sun. 5:00 p.m. at 315 N. Knox St.,
Monmouth followed by a social hour.

Bahá’is of Monmouth 503-838-0599 for more infor-
mation. Call 1-800-22-UNITE. Our interest is in shar-
ing the Teachings and the principles of the Bahá’i
Faith. The search for truth is upheld as an individual
undertaking, as we have no clergy in the Bahá’i Faith.
You may also want to check out Bahá’i books in our
public library or visit our website: www.us.bahai.org.
Contributions not accepted.

MONMOUTH

INDEPENDENCE

FALLS CITY
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Christ’s Church Methodist and Presbyterian
United - Come care and share with us. 412 Clay
Street West, Monmouth, 503-838-1724. Rev.
James Simmons. Worship Service 11 a.m. Call for
information on small groups.

Heart to Heart Church - 191 N. Monmouth Ave.,
Monmouth (across street from WOU). Pastor Jim
Miller. email: Jim@h2hchurch.com. Sunday
School for children and adults 10:00 a.m; Worship
Service 11:00 a.m.; Prayer & Praise 3:00 p.m.;
College Fellowship - Monday 6:00 p.m.; Children
& Adult Bible Study - Wednesday 7:00 p.m.;
Everybody welcome. Information: church 503-
838-0537. www.h2hchurch.com

Praise Assembly - 189 Monmouth Ave. S. (one
block south of WOU) Pastor Joe Pearson, 503-
837-0300. Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Sunday
Worship Service 10:30 a.m., Youth 12:30 p.m.
Thursday College 7pm.

St. Hilda's Episcopal Church - 245 West Main
St., Monmouth, 503-838-6087. Vicar, The Rev.
Anne Moore. Holy Communion, Sundays
10:00am and Wednesdays 7:15am followed by
fellowship and refreshments, Sunday service is
interpreted and signed. Office hours: Tuesday &
Wednesday 10:00am - 3:00pm, Wednesday
8:00am - Noon, Or by appointment. Call for
Christian Education information and special
events, or visit our website at
www.sthildaschurch.org Visitors are always wel-
come. Parish Hall available for public use, dona-
tions accepted.

Valley Baptist Church - Next door to the
Perrydale school, Perrydale, 503-315-7554,
Pastor Greg Trull. Sunday School 9:30 a.m., [dur-
ing school year]. Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
Child care available.Youth program, Bible studies,
Mom’s program, Ladie’s evening Bible Study and
other services available, please call for more
information.

Bethel Community Church - Old Bethel College
Building where Bethel Rd and Zena Rd meet
north of Rickreall. Pastor Dan Anderson, 503-585-
5819. Sunday School 9:45 a.m., Worship Service
11:00 a.m., Monday Night Bible, call Stann for
directions 503-831-1537.

RICKREALL

PERRYDALE

Wishing You
Could Save
Some 
Money?

We
Can 

Help!

15 months subscription for the price of 12 months!
Name___________________________________________________________

Address_________________________________________________________

City____________________________________________State ____________ 

Zip___________________________}___Phone Number __________________

❑ Check Enclosed ❑ Charge my Credit Card

Card No. _________________________________________ Expiration Date ________________

Signature.______________________________________________________________________

Expires 4/30/2010

P.O. Box 108 • Dallas, OR 97338
147 S.E. Court St. • Dallas503-623-2373 • 503-838-3467

Annual
Rates

❑ In County $24 yr.
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History in the making...

From its beginnings, Dallas has
been home to people who placed
value on the quality of their lives.
They were people who wanted to
be involved. The city’s history
reflects that willingness and its
steady growth has been guided by
those high ideals. 

Named for United States Vice

President George Mifflin Dallas,
the city was incorporated in 1874.
Between 1878 and 1880 the people
of Dallas worked together to bring
a railroad to their town, securing
the designation of county seat. 

Its history shows a steady
progress marked by that same
spirit that brought the railroad to

town more than 100 years ago.
As we progress through the 21st

century, Dallas continues to pro-
vide a safe, secure environment in
which its people can live, work
and play. With a strong city gov-
ernment and active participation
from its residents, the future...like
the past...is bright. 

187 SE COURT ST. • DALLAS, OR 97338 • 503-623-2338
FAX 503-623-2339 • TDD 503-623-7355

CITY OF DALLAS
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL

CITY OF DALLAS
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL

CITY OF DALLAS

WARREN
LAMB

BRIAN
DALTON

KEN
WOODS JR.

KEVIN
MARSHALL

DAVE
VOVES

JIM
FAIRCHILD

MAYOR

JACKIE
LAWSON

DAVID
SHEIN

JERRY
WYATT

CITY MANAGER
WES

SCROGGIN
LAVONNE
WILSON



Archery
Knives
Fishing Gear
Licenses
Guns
Ammo
Hunting Gear
Brass 
Bullets
Reloading Supplies
Much much more

Your One Stop
Sports Shop

503-623-2429
930 Main St • Dallas

Timber Country
Sports

If we don’t
have it...
We can
get it!
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