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Extended Standards are compiled purely for the purpose of training Australian
judges and students of the breed.

In order to comply with copyright requirements of authors, artists and photographers
of material used, the contents must not be copied for commercial use or any
other purpose. Under no circumstances may the Standard or Extended Standard
be placed on the Internet without written permission of the ANKC.

!!!!! BRIEF HISTORICAL SUMMARY
This ancient breed of dogs which guards flocks comes from shepherd dogs
actually still used in Abruzzes, where the breeding of sheep is still thriving,
even in these days, and of sheepdogs which existed years ago in the region of
the Tuscan Maremma, and in that of Latium. The seasonal movement of livestock
from one region to another, especially since 1860, has favoured the development
of a natural crossing of those two primitive breeds.

The breed is over 2,000 years old. The origins of all white sheepdogs are many and
varied. Some believe they arrived in Europe following the Tartars, others that they
followed the Phoenicians, or followed the Greek colonisers in the Mediterranean, and
yet others believe that they followed the romans returning from expeditions in Asia.
Several breeds, such as the Maremmas, the Kuvasz from Hungary, the Pyrenean
Mountain Dog in France, the Tartra in Poland and the Slovenian Chuak in Czechoslovakia,
had common origins and characteristics. All have ‘closed temperament’ and are semi-
domestic. The similarities of these dogs obviously came about because they were
used for the same purpose, which was guarding and defence of the herd since the
most ancient times. The most common factor, however, is that they have all come from
Asia, following shepherds moving from region to region to find good grazing for their
sheep. The differences in climate and terrain of these various places gave slightly
different characteristics to each group of dogs. These characteristics are what
distinguishes the different breeds and fixes their type. They all maintain, however,
certain characteristics in common, such as colour, their strong, rough physique and
their temperament; all these are absolutely untouched.

The breed’s full name in Italian is Cane da Pastore Maremmano-Abruzzese and although
there is still some controversy on the origins of the breed, what is certain is that
nowadays, in the Abruzzes in Italy, the breeding of sheep is still very prosperous and
expanding, consequently the same is true of the dogs. On the other hand, in the
Maremmano, the agricultural reforms in the early 1950’s completely killed off the
breeding of any animals, and the dogs almost disappeared too, although there are
some, in good numbers and quality, in the Roman part of the Maremmano. It was at
the time of the agricultural reforms that the family of the Prince Corsinni collected all
the dogs that were left in the Maremmano region and continued breeding with them,
which had always been part of their tradition. They had always owned a great deal of
land, had large herds and had always used these dogs to guard the sheep.
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Many of the dogs they had
collected were mated with dogs
coming from the Abruzzes,
consequently these dogs are,
without doubt, the foundation of
90% of the Maremmano-Abruzzes
that are found in Italy at the
present time and of the dogs that
were sent to many countries
throughout the world.

Over the years the breed has
undergone a great improvement in
numbers and quality. During the
last few years, some of the
shepherds in the Abruzzes,
encouraged by dog-lovers, have
started to exhibit at shows with
good results. This has also helped
in the exchange of information and
matings within the two branches
of the breed. World Ch Giro di Valzer

Ch Pinetina
An excellent bitch
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!!!!! GENERAL APPEARANCE
The Maremma and Abruzzes Shepherd dog is a large dog, strongly built of a
rustic (hardy) appearance, at the same time majestic and really typical. On the
whole, his shape, of average proportions, is that of a heavy dog, whose body is
longer than the height at the withers; it is harmonious as to form (heterometric)
and relatively harmonious in outline (halloidism).

Important proportions: The length of the head is four tenths of the height at the
withers; the body length is greater than the height at the withers by one
eighteenth. Depth of the body is slightly less than half the height at the withers.
(For instance; for a dog of 68 cms, the depth is about 32 cms.)

The Maremma is a majestic, distinguished and sturdy dog with a very intelligent
expression. Lack of substance is regarded very seriously in Italy; they should be large
and majestic. It is considered to be much more important to preserve and maintain
‘type’, that is, to be typical of the breed, than it is for the dog to be ‘spectacular’.

The difference between dog and bitch should be very evident, and not only physically.
The dogs are larger, tougher and have a large collar, like a lion’s mane. They are more
extrovert, stronger in temperament and become aggressive, particularly with dogs who
invade their territory. The bitches, on the other hand, may be a few inches smaller, are
more elegant and can be feline in their movements; they are much gentler and more
diffident.

For his stature, this dog has only a moderate appetite. The Maremma is an irregular
feeder, is not a glutton and will never over-eat. His irregularity in feeding needs getting
used to, and it is necessary to be sure that water is always available to him.

!!!!! CHARACTERISTICS
It is a shepherd dog used mainly for the protection of flocks and guarding
property. (See also under General Apearance and Temperament.)

The Maremma is essentially an outdoors animal. He is a calm dog, only barking if he
sees something unusual, otherwise he will be lying in the shade of the house or in
some cool place, sleeping or pretending to do so. Thus, even his calorific requirements
are smaller than those of other breeds of the same weight.

Working dog
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Female and Puppy

‘Foppa’
International Champion
Maremmano Eloquent

Guard

!!!!! TEMPERAMENT
His principal function as a guard and defence dog of flocks and property in
general, shows itself in the manner in which he accomplishes these tasks, with
perception, courage and decision. Although proud and not inclined to submission,
he is also devoted to his master and all his entourage.

Temperament in this breed is as important as its appearance, as dogs who have the
wrong temperament can develop an unwanted aggressiveness, which, besides being
a problem to the owner, can do much harm to the breed.
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The way in which these ‘white sheepdogs’ were, and are used have taught him to
look after himself, to use his own initiative and his own brain, without waiting for the
help of man. The hard, harsh and solitary life to which these dogs have been
accustomed for centuries has given them a temperament which is very special to
THEM. They have a love for their master, but never a submission or dependence and
never subservience. They will always be diffident to strangers and will maintain a
spirit of initiative, but which allows his master to impose his will. Maremmas have
much dignity and pride, together with an inborn sense of responsibility for their duty,
which is the guarding and defence of their property, whether this is a herd, a territory
or a home; virtually anything that needs protection.

It is very interesting to see how the dogs, bred for many generations far from the
world of the shepherds, retain these characteristics and remain exactly like the dogs
who still work with the sheep. Maremmas want an equal relationship with their
owners and only under these conditions will they give their owner the greatest
satisfaction.

In the house, which is not their natural environment, they will cause no trouble but
will try to make themselves small, trying to become part of the household. When it is
dark, they like to lie across the doorway, with the head towards the outside, and are
always alert.

Differing from other dogs, the Maremma does not like to leave his property, he does
not like to go in the car or be on a lead unless taught from a very early age. Once he
reaches the weight of 40 kgs it will not be easy! A dog weighing 40 kgs who does not
wish to get into a car seems to weigh 200 kgs if you are trying to persuade him or her!
In the same way they must learn to walk on a lead amongst other people and other
breeds of dogs. They must be socialised from an early age and learn some discipline.
As a puppy, the Maremma will tolerate reproof and even some punishment if necessary,
whereas an adult will often growl and bite if treated harshly. He will only submit to an
order he dislikes if used to discipline and if he has understood well from his early days
that a firm command from his owner cannot be ignored.

It is because the Maremma has still a very strong, natural instinct that he will only
accept the human as his equal or his friend, not his lord and master. If you want a
submissive dog, the Maremma is definitely the wrong choice; if you wish to give or
receive friendship, then this dog will be the best friend you could wish for.

The Maremmas are different from almost any other dogs. They are particularly different
from all the sheepdogs that have been created by man to receive instruction and
training.
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No underjaw

Too strong in muzzle

Too short in head and
to deep in muzzle

Upturned nose

Receding skull

World Ch Darfo delle Grandes Murailles

Selvapiaxia delle Grandes Murailles
Italian, International Champion and European

Champion 1988
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!!!!! HEAD AND SKULL
On the whole, the head is large and flat, of conical shape, reminiscent of that
of a Polar Bear.
Skull: Is of great width with the sides of the skull slightly rounded; in profile

it is also convex. The upper longitudinal axes of the skull and muzzle
are slightly divergent from each other, which makes the profile of the
head slightly convex. The eyebrows are moderately arched. The medial
furrow is slight. The occipital crest is not accentuated.

Stop: Should not be pronounced. The depression is only slight and the angle
is always very open.

Nose: Rather large, in line with the muzzle, with large, well-opened, moist
and cool nostrils, and coloured black. In profile must not protrude
beyond the front margin of the lips.

Muzzle: Its length is one tenth less than that of the skull. Its depth, measured
at the level of the corners of the lips, must equal half its length. Its
width decreases progressively with the convergence of the sides of
the muzzle towards the front. It is slightly chiselled beneath the eyes.

Lips: Seen from the front, the upper lips are shaped like a semi-circle of
very small radius at the lower edge of their junction point. The lips,
being only slightly developed, barely cover the teeth, and therefore
the corner of the lips is only lightly accentuated. Consequently, the
lower side profile is defined by the lips only at the front part; in its
rear part it is defined by the lower jaw and the corner of the lips. The
rims of the lips are black.

Jaws: Look strong and are normally developed.
Cheeks: Moderately visible.

The head of the Maremma should be immediately recognisable from the heads of
similar breeds, such as the Kuvasz or the Pyrenean Mountain Dog, by its typical shape
and expression. It must be long rather than short. Professor Solaro, who first wrote the
Standard, said that the breed is ‘lupoide’ or wolf-like in appearance rather than mastiff-
like. So the head must not give the impression of being short and heavy. It may be
thought that the head of an adult dog does not give the impression of being elongated,
in the same way, for instance, as a German Shepherd. This is due to the fact that the
Maremma head must also be broad and somewhat rounded between the ears, wide
between the eyes with a strong muzzle. The length of the muzzle should be very slightly
less than that of the skull, as 9 is to 10.

Its size should be in proportion to the body, its shape large and conical; shaped like a
blunt wedge and reminiscent of the head of the Polar Bear, particularly about the
muzzle. The conical shape means that even the sides of the muzzle must not be
parallel, but taper towards the nose. When the sides of the muzzle do not taper
towards the nose, there will very often be an overabundance of lips and a general
‘fleshiness. The jaws should be powerful, giving plenty of substance in the foreface.
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An excellent head study of one of
Italy’s top males, Ch Giro di Valzer.

The head of a Polar Bear - cuneiform;
broad between the ears: strong muzzle.

It Ch Gil, very typical, strong cuneiform
head. Strong muzzle, correct ear,
abundant ruff.

Excellent expression but, being male,
muzzle not strong enough. Overall
snipey.

Ch Argo, magnificent expression.
Overall very typical.

Very good head of yearling male.
Cuneiform, very good eye, strong muzzle.
Front of muzzle has a sufficiently flat
surface. The sides of the muzzle tapering.
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Same yearling. Ear a little heavy but good
shape. Ruff not sufficiently rich so back of
skull can be seen, probably due to age.

Very good female head. The upper lip is neither
scarce nor abundant. Front side of nose and of
muzzle on same vertical. Ear is of good shape
but badly carried. Very good expression.

Typical Abruzzi head. Prefer less skin on
lower jaw which tends to be pendulous.

Very powerful dog but far too much lip.
Prominent eye. Totally off type, probable
reveals mastiff type.

Powerful, well built male. Muzzle is too
long. Sides are more parallel than
tapering.

Young male has an excellent expression.
Front of skull however is exceedingly
bulky.

Italian Champions
Bruto all Flessati and
Donatella della Fornarina
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HEAD STUDIES
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A common fault among bitches is a certain snipeyness. Snipeyness is often caused by
the head being small compared with the size of the dog (head length must be 40% of
the dog’s height) and the width of muzzle and skull being insufficient.

The nose must not protrude beyond the lips which means that the end of the muzzle
should be square to a certain degree. Lips should be close fitting and firm. The lower
lips must never be pendulous. The upper lips must not be too developed as the
Standard states that they must only just cover the teeth. The lower profile of the
muzzle is formed (when the mouth is closed) by the upper lip only, at the front, and by
the underside of the jaws at the back.

The stop must not be pronounced but should be sloping, this does not mean that the
stop does not exist at all. A quite common fault in the head, even though the dog may
still have a good expression, is an excessive bulkiness of the skull due to the forehead
being too pronounced. The general result is that the head loses the desired cone-
shape, and ends up looking more like the head of a brown bear, rather than that of a
Polar Bear.

Pigmentation of the lips should be black. Flesh colour marks on nose and lips are
regarded as serious faults. The nose should be black.

!!!!! EYES
Not large in relation to the size of the dog; the iris is of an ochre colour, or
chestnut brown. The eye, in lateral position, is neither deep set nor protruding.
Lively and attentive expression. Eyelid opening is almond shaped, with black
eyelid rims.

There is never enough importance given to the eye in this breed. The eyes should be
almond shaped, neither too large nor too small and not too deeply set. Colour should
be ochre or rich brown, pigment of the eyelids should be dark. The eyelids should fit
fairly close to the eyes. The dog should have that ‘liquid’ and ‘smiling’ expression
which gives great joy to all who love the breed.

!!!!! EARS
Set very high over the zygomatic arches, they hand down but are very mobile.
Triangular shape (in a V), their extremities form a narrow point, never rounded;
they are small in relation to the size of the dog. For a medium size dog their
length must not go beyond 12 cms (4¾ ins). The ear leather is of medium width.
Cropped ears are tolerated only in dogs really used as herd dogs (not legal in
Australia).

Considering the size of the dog, the ears are rather small; ear length in an average
sized dog should be not more than about 12 cms (4¾ ins). They are V-shaped. In
repose, they hang down close to the head, when alert and mobile, they should move
forward and may rise to semi-erect. This is indicative of the Maremma’s talents as a
guard dog, and is a specific trait of the breed. It is faulty for them to be large, thick or
low set. If the ruff is abundant it may conceal a too large or badly set on ear.
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Good stance.
Narrow front. Toes out.
Tied elbows. Weak front.

Too wide. Toed inwards
Overall small in stature.
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!!!!! MOUTH
Teeth: White, strong. Scissor bite. Incisors set straight, well aligned, of good
size and complete in number.

Teeth should be white, complete and with a scissor bite. Anything, other than a
scissor bite is a fault, and any deviation from the correct bite is regarded seriously.
An undershot bite, caused by the jaw being too long is a disqualification. No dog that
is overshot or undershot should receive a Challenge.

!!!!! NECK
Upper profile moderately arched. Its length is not more than 8/10ths of the
length of the head, which means that the neck is always shorter than the head.
It is thick, very strong, muscular and always without dewlap; covered with long
and dense hair forming a collar, particularly obvious in males.

The neck should be strong, of medium length, devoid of dewlap, with thick hair which
forms a collar or mane.

!!!!! FOREQUARTERS
Straight limbs when viewed from the front and side; forequarters well balanced
in relation to the body, and the various parts of the forequarters are well
proportioned with each other.

Shoulder: Long, sloping with powerful muscles. Must be really free in
movement. In length measures about 1/4 of the height at the withers.
Its angulation below the horizontal is from 50 to 60 degrees.

Upper arm: Set close to the body in its upper 2/3rds, with powerful muscles. Its
angulation below the horizontal varies between 55 and 60 degrees;
its length measures about 30% of the height at the withers. Its
position is more or less parallel with the median plane of the body.
The angle where the scapula and humerus meet varies between
105 and 120 degrees.

Elbows: Normally close to the chest, they are covered with a soft, loose
skin. Their position must be parallel to the median plane of the
body; the point of the elbow must be on an imaginary vertical line
form the shoulder blade. The angle formed by the junction of the
humerus and the radius varies between 145 and 150 degrees.

Forearm: Straight and vertical, heavily boned. Its length is slightly more
than the length of the upper arm, whilst being a little less than
1/3rd of the height at the withers. The front leg from ground to
elbow measures 53% of the height at the withers.

Pastern joint or wrist (carpus): Extends the vertical line of the forearm. Strong,
clean, smooth and of good thickness; the pisiform bone at its back
edge is clearly visible.

Pastern (metacarpus): Its length must never be less than 1/6th of the foreleg
measured from ground to elbow. It is lean with a minimum of
subcutaneous tissue. Seen from the side, slopes slightly towards
the front.
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1. Nose 11. Hock

2. Bridge of muzzle 12. Rear pastern

3. Stop 13. Stifle

4. Skull 14. Flank

5. Neck 15 Ribcage

6. Withers 16. Elbow

7. Back 17. Pastern

8. Loin 18. Forearm

9. Croup 19. Prosternum

10. Upper thigh 20. Throat
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Shoulders should be long and sloping, about 50 or 60 degrees from the horizontal,
and very free in movement. The points of the shoulder-blades at the withers are fairly
well apart. The upper arm slopes at 55 to 60 degrees from the horizontal. Elbows
should be held close to the ribcage, not turned in nor out.

The forelegs should be very well boned and muscled without heaviness. Straight
when viewed from the front.

!!!!! BODY
Solidly constructed, its length (measured from point of shoulder to buttock is
1/18th greater than the height at the withers.

Topline: Straight from behind the withers to the rump where it becomes
somewhat sloping.

Withers: Slightly above the topline; wide because of the distance
separating the shoulder blades.

Back: Straight in profile, length is about 32% of the height at the
withers. The loin which merges perfectly with the topline has a
slightly curved  profile with well developed muscles. The length
of the loin is 1/5th of the height at the withers, and its width is
nearly equal to its length.

Rump/Croup: Wide, strong and well muscled. Its slope from the hip to the tail
set is 20 degrees, increasing to 30 degrees and more if we refer
to the ileum-ischium line; that is why the rump of the Maremma
and Abruzzes Shepherd Dog must be qualified as sloping.

Chest: Ample, descending to the level of the elbows, deep and well
rounded at mid-height. Its circumference must be one quarter
greater than the height at the withers; its maximum width at
mid-height must be at least 32% of the height at the withers,
then decreases progressively downwards, whilst retaining a good
width in the sternal region.

Underline: Its lower line, from the sternum forward, rises very slightly toward
the flanks, in such a way that the belly is slightly drawn up.

The body should be strong and well developed. Shoulders should be slightly above the
level of the back. The length of the body measured from prosternum to point of
buttocks, should be slightly longer than the height at the withers, approximately as
9:10. The back should be broad and straight, rising to a slight arch over the loins and
falling slightly to a broad, strong rump.

The chest should be broad and deep, reaching to the point of the elbow with a very
slightly drawn up underline.

The loins should be strong and muscular.
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AB = Height
C = Point of shoulder
CE = Length & lay of upper arm
GD = Length & lay of hipbone
H = Angle of hip-joint
L = Hock
CD = Length
AC = Length & lay of shoulder-

blade
F = Elbow
HI = Length & lay of upper thigh
IL = Length & lay of lower thigh
M = Cone shaped head

Gemma
International, Scandinavian, Swedish, Norwegian & Finnish Ch.

Scandinavian Winner ‘85
Sonymer Fantasia of Maremmano
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Correct croup.
Correct tail carriage.

Gay tail

Short croup, thus incorrect tail
carriage.
Spitz tail
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!!!!! HINDQUARTERS
Seen as a whole: Limbs are straight when seen from behind and the side. The
general aspect is in proportion with the body, and the various parts of the
hindquarters are in harmony with each other.

Upper thigh: Long, wide with prominent muscles and the rear edge slightly
convex. Its width, measured from edge to edge, is 3/4 of its length.
It is slightly angulated from top to bottom and rear to front; the
angle of the femur with the hipbone is about 100 degrees.

Lower thigh: Its length which is a little shorter than the upper thigh, is 32.5% of
the height at the withers. Its angulation below the horizontal is
about 60 degrees. Strong bone, muscles lean and the groove in
the leg well marked.

Stifle: Set perfectly in the vertical line of the hind-leg, turns neither in nor
out. The angle of the femur and tibia is rather open and varies
between 135 and 140 degrees.

Hock joint: Quite thick, with broad lateral faces. The angle varies between
140 and 150 degrees.

Rear pastern (metatarsal): Strong, lean and broad. Its length is 31% of the
height at the withers. Dewclaws must be removed.

The hindquarters should be wide and powerful, with strongly muscled thighs, legs
straight when viewed from behind, and hocks well let down, with a moderate bend of
stifle.

!!!!! FEET
Front: Large of roundish shape, well closed toes, covered with short,

thick hair; nails preferable black; chestnut colour is tolerated.
 Hind: Like the front feet but more oval.

Maremmas have large, strong feet; front feet are roundish and the hind a little larger
and more oval. The toes should be close together and well arched. Nails should
preferable be black; white nails are regarded as a serious fault, although copper or
chestnut coloured nails are tolerated. The pads should be black.

!!!!! TAIL
Low set due to the sloping rump, in normal stance reaching below the level of
the hock. Hanging down when the dog is stationary; carried level with back line
with a rather strongly looked tip when the dog is moving. Well furnished with
dense hair without fringes.

The tail is set low, and when excited, carried straight out with only a slight curve at the
end. Very cheerful dogs carry their tails in a slight upwards curl. A very bad fault is the
so called ‘Spitz tail’, which is generally caused by an incorrect croup.

The first third of the tail, starting from its insertion in the rump, should never be carried
above the level of the back, even if the last part may be waving gayly during movement.
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OUTSTANDING MOVEMENT BY THREE TOP ITALIAN CHAMPIONS

World Ch Giro di Valzer

World Ch Sesta Sinfonia di Selvaspina

World Ch Selvapiana
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!!!!! GAIT/MOVEMENT
Walk and extended trot.

Movement does not receive very much description in the Standard because in Italy
they are judged more on conformation than on movement, although the movement
must be sound and correct. The movement is very free, but not like a German Shepherd
as it is less angulated behind. Maremmas are fast and as agile as any cat. They are
strong dogs but they must maintain agility to be typical of the breed. This fact must be
strongly emphasised as if the dogs become too heavy and too large they will lose their
agility. On the other hand they must maintain their excellent bone, strength and size,
also without losing their agility.

!!!!! COAT
Skin: Tight on all parts of the body; rather thick. Black pigmentation of

the mucous membranes, eyelids and the central and toe pads.
Nature of coat: Very well furnished. Hair long, rather harsh to the touch, closer

to straight horse hair; flat to the body; slight wave is tolerated.
The coat forms a rich collar around the neck and feathering of
limited length on the edge of the hindquarters. It is short on the
muzzle, skull, ears and front edge of the limbs. On the body it
reaches 8 cms (3 ins). The undercoat is only abundant in winter.

The coat around the head, on the ears and on the front of the legs is short. The coat
on the rest of the body should be very abundant, long, harsh and coarse to touch,
slightly wavy and close to the body with limited feathering. The tail is well covered
without feathering. Although the Standard says the undercoat is only abundant in
winter, that doesn’t mean that the Maremma should not have any in the summer; no
undercoat is regarded as a serious fault.

Francesco Giuntini says that the right quality of the coat has some influence in the
expression. He says that if the coat is of the right texture, with firm, rather ‘vitreous’
(hard, lustrous), longer, closely set outer hair, interspersed with abundant soft undercoat,
then even the hair on the head will be very thick, producing what he calls ‘a soft velvet
sort of effect’. This caused the outline of the head to become soft with all curves,
prominences and depressions smoothly blended together, so that, in the end, the
‘velvet’ effect of the head is in very pleasing contrast with the ruff around the neck. The
ruff, particularly in dogs, can never be too abundant and is itself very important in
achieving true type. It also adds to the survival ability of the dog, especially the males,
as a thick ruff is protective to the throat during fights with predators. The thick ruff
starts at the end of the skull, so that the hind part of the skull is concealed by shortish
but stand-off hair. The ruff must have no parting on its upper side when the animal is
in full coat. Even the tail may have longer hair on its underside, but when the dog is in
full coat, the hair must stand off, even on the upper side, so as to be reminiscent of
the brush of the fox. There should be no fringing on the legs but the hair on them must
be thick and look woolly. No long hair should be on the back of the rear pasterns or
around the feet.
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Correct stance Cow hocked Bow hocked

Too wide Too narrow Overall too small and fine
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!!!!! COLOUR
Solid white. Shades of ivory, pale orange or lemon are tolerated but only if not
excessive.

Why white in colour? Records in the first century say that the sheepdog must be
white, because at dawn when the wolf was liable to attack the flock, the dog would
fight the wolf in their defence; the shepherd then came to the assistance of the dog,
but would not want to mistake the dog for the wolf. Thus if the dog was the same
colour as the sheep, the wolf would obviously be different.

Only a slight shade of ivory, pale orange or lemon colour is permitted.

The dogs spend a lot of time cleaning their coats, like cats, and, although the coat is
white, it does not need any special care. It sheds its coat twice a year after losing all
the dead hair, which becomes yellowish, just like wool. When it rains and the dogs are
wet, the coat becomes the colour of the earth, but as soon as it dries it becomes
whiter than it was before.

!!!!! SIZE
Height at withers: Dogs 65-73 cms (25½ - 28¾ ins)

Bitches 60-68 cms (23½ - 26¾ ins)
Weight: Dogs 35-45 kgs (77-99 lbs)

Bitches 30-40 kgs (66-88 lbs)

Maremmas vary considerably in size, but size alone is not as important as balance.
One of the best sires in Italy was a small dog (thought to have been between 25 and
26 ins) but he was so balanced that it was not obvious; many of his sons are much
taller, but still balanced. However, this is not to say that dogs outside the already
generous limits are equally correct. It is an extremely serious fault for the dog to be 2
cms above or below the size indicated. For instance, dogs of 75 cms should not be
getting Challenges, nor should 58 cm bitches. Maremmas must also have substance;
their height should not come from length of leg with a lack of body.

!!!!! FAULTS
Any departure from the foregoing constitutes a fault which when judging must
be penalised according to its seriousness and its extent and its effect upon
the health and welfare of the dog. The same conditions apply to dogs which
pace very often and dogs whose dewclaws have not been removed.

Eliminating faults:
Head: The axes of the skull and foreface are convergent (dish faced).
Mouth: Serious and disfiguring prognathism (undershot if it harms the general

appearance of the muzzle; overshot if the result of bad direction of the
teeth).

Tail: Rolled over the back.
Gait: Continual pacing.
Size: Above or below the limits fixed by the Standard.
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Good head and front, good rear angulation.
Too long in body, dippy topline, fine bone.

World Ch Birillo all Flessati.
Very good male head and ruff.

Top Italian Champion — 3 years old.
Note head, body shape, bone and substance.
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Disqualifying Faults:
Nose: Completely depigmented.
Muzzle: Definitely convex or concave.
Eyes: Moderate or bilateral depigmentation of the eyelids. Wall-eyed.

Cross-eyed.
Mouth: Overshot (when caused by lack of length of underjaw).
Tail: Tailless or short tail, whether congenital or docked.
Coat: Curly.
Colour: Isabella coat; well defined patches of Isabella or ivory colour.

Black shadings.

!!!!! NOTE
Male animals should have two apparently normal testicles fully descended into
the scrotum.

In Italy, when judging, if any characteristic vital to the type of the breed is rated as being
‘Ungraded’, the dog cannot be considered further but will be disqualified, even if the
other characteristics are all graded ‘Excellent’. This indicates the importance placed
on maintaining type.

The colour Isabella is described in the Glossary of Terms as a fawn colour. It has also
been described in Italy as being like ripe wheat.
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