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The
El Cortez Hotel

Consiniciion has finally begun on San Diego’s
historic E| Cortez Hotel, Kicking off the schad-
uled 14-manth randvation ol this stoned land-
mark. The El Corez once hosted the likes of
Roy Rogers, Bing Crosby, Elvis Presley, and
Presidants Dwight D. Eisenhowaer, Lyndon
Banes Johnson as weall as Geralrd R, Ford,
Other guosts Induded Attomay Ganera! Robert
Kennedy, amongst olhers.
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Aftar standing vacant for nearly 20 years, and
through numarous unsuccessiul plans in the
past 10 refurblsh the oid hotel, the renovation of
the El Cortez Is expectad o be completad by
May, 2000, Histole preservatlon developors,
the J. Peter Block Companies, plan 1o restora
the El Corez 10 its orginal 1820s grandeur,
redevetoping the building into posh lueury
apartments.

"W are exited 10 have ha GRSty 15
randeiabe & structure which has boon suah . o
an | WAt pan of Ay T Apoys; The Bl Gortas it TEIT. Pl couiesy of Aan Daps Hasioa Boacksly
&0 long, " said Peler Janopaul, co-managing

fvpmbar of tha J. Palar Block Companies,

We're surd El Cortar will once again

bacome o place kor reskdonis, as wel as tha

pocpds of San Diego, 1o onjoy.” The prosset

team also Pciudes Kip Howard, Allegis

(oonatruclon 800 managomant), Mintaman

Construction Company, and Tanner

Leddy Maytum Stacy Architects, Odhar

dervedopars plan ¥ build condoméinivms and

apariman! complaxas in the Coroz HEll dis-

Erict, joankng tha bulding boam in downdown

hatie roomE, lofs and aparimsants

Among sl the domolion and oxtayalon
aabivity nround (he projoct, an 18703
Wichorian haousa will sunvive, Dedsite prodos-
tations (rom kocal presendationisl, the okl
Jahn Glnty House was maved lom is old
5300 ko andiher kot rearky’ on Cortaz Hil 1
miakd room lor the nesw $22 milon fedenal-

apment.
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The mammifcent Lousipe, cotorhul Aatec Dindng Radm,
et Oéingon Room Bor pocial fenetioms and dan-
peng, reetful Mood Oarden [Recrene, wossas's Sakon and
earrmener ab Smert Shops ame bae fuwe o the meny El
Cartes betures of intecest ta San Diegaeie

apermanny. Eewreasicoes row being scorpied. Boochare
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Snple s el weeCiad red dired aed foe reem

Tria Apariments at Holel El Corez, when inished,
will consist of BS apartmonts throughout the 18-loor
stuchure, with each unll designed o Lake advantape of
the panoramss viaws from evary flioor, Tha El Cortez
will 10%al 89,000 squana fosl in reskdantlal space; 36
ans bedroom aparkmenls, 45 two bedroom units, 2
threafour bodroom unita, B lafls pnd moee than 13,000
square leol of retad space. Manthly rales are popecied
ia ranfe o S300 % 32,400 pad month far apan-
ments ard lols. The building will aiso fsalure 1 two-
vel penthouse, for shout 54,000 a month,

Whan complatad, El Cortez’ amtirg Inbeskar of 1he Srss-
tura wil have baan maliculously rsfurbished, especially
1R lnmcus ekegant *Doa Reom,” which woas rogandod
&% one of lne moat charming and archileciuraly 3|!al"1!=
canl roams In tha Stato of Caliloania, The woen [acada
will heve baen palnsiakingly resiored 1o ita original
spdandor, and tha rocfiop neon sign, which can be
s8an [rom Coronada e Poin Loma 1o KL Hélx Wl ba
re-Bt. On that occasion, lhara i5 carlain o Ba a cole-
Bratlon o this auspcous dadont,

History of the Holel EI Corfez,

Fifty-thousand peopls swarmed 1o the grand opaning
of tha new fantastic structurs, the Hoted El Contaz, on
Thanksglving Day, 1927, 11 was davekopad by
Richard T. Rebinson, Jr.. capitaist and San Diago
Imnconwnar, Ona-third of Spn Diego's population was
thara for an unforgetizble sxparsnce, Tha hotsl was
b atop downlawn's Coraz HIL, on the 2o praiows.
Iy cocupdad by e historic LS, Grant, Jr., Vickesian
mansion.

ELEVATOR ELECTRIC 1.
Another FIRST!

Hew glagi alevalar
rA far El Corter Hotel by
Elewatar [hactric [nc.
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A magnillcent, $2 million apartment hatel of
Spanish Renaissance archilecture raching 14
sborles toward the stars, El Cofez commanded
a panoramic view from the foothills of Maxico to
the oodan off Point Loma, By nighi, the hotsl
would sarve as an obssrvatory for the numsar-
ous ighta of enrly 208h Cantury San Dioga. The
hatel catared o convantions, political rallies,
weddings, annbversaries, proms, romandlo
lialsons, dignifaries, foreigners, lacals, tourisis,
and mditary parsonnal. During World War 1l the
AT pul radar and ant-alrorafl ariBany atop
the busidireg.

A new erg of great architeciural change for the
El Cortaz began in 1951, whon hotel mogul
Harry Handlery purchasad the propery for
$1.6 millicn. Three years later, the hotel's
Carlbbean Wing addition openad, Increasing
hotel accomemodations by 100 rooms and
added a grand balroorm. The wing was dubbad
by locals a8 Joan Crawford's shoulders, Tha
plush Sky Roorm Bar on tha 130 Moo and the
Stariite Aoof with & 360 dogres view was
addod, and elogant shops ware oponod on o
streal kval,



