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Senior        Squadron          
Squadron       Class            Overall      Track Select

37th (09-10) 7.13 day      5.55 days      Nov. 12

41st (09-09)   2.72 days    -0.14 days      Oct. 21

PH A S E II PH A S E III
Senior         Squadron    

Squadron        Class           Overall        Graduation
48th (09-01)   -0.49 days   -0.10 days      Oct. 24
50th (09-01)  -1.55 days      6.02 days      Oct. 24

Graduation speaker: The graduation speaker is Maj. Gen. David J. Eichhorn, Commander, Air Force Flight Test Center, Edwards Air Force Base, Calif.

Aircraft Required Flown Annual 
T-6 1420 1334 1334
T-1 510 453 453
T-38 422 447 447
IFF 126 149 149

IFF
Senior      Squadron    

Squadron      Class         Overall    Graduation
49th (09-BB) -5.60 days    -2.19 days      Nov. 17

Weather

News Briefs

Feature 10
Fruits, vegetables,

meat and savings is
what you will find at
the base Commissary,
highlighted in this
weeks feature.

Inside
Capt. Matthew Waggoner

14th Comptroller-Contracting Squadron
(Provisional)

Another fiscal year closeout has come to an end. Like
other closeouts, items were purchased and wing priorities
were addressed. 

The BLAZE team came together and showed everyone
what they can do. Unlike other closeouts, the 14th
Comptroller and Contracting Squadrons are conducting a
test to merge into a single squadron. This merger has paid
off for the wing. The 14th Comptroller-Contracting

Squadron (Provisional) was able to develop a joint game
plan which netted the wing an impressive $12.9 million
in spending, over $4 million more then in fiscal year
2007. 

What makes this feat even more impressive is that is
was done with less overtime. Columbus AFB was able to
complete the mission and work more then 50 percent less
overtime than the unmerged control base for the test. 

Some of the key projects include $2.3 million for run-
way improvements, $4.6 million to repair the
Unaccompanied Officers’ Quarters, $2.6 million to

Today
High: 70, Low: 45

Showers

Saturday
High: 71, Low: 44

Sunny

Sunday
High: 74, Low: 46

Sunny

Monday
High: 75, Low: 48

Mostly Sunny

U.S. Air Force photo 
One of the end-of-year closeout projects was to remove rubber residue from the inside and outside runways
of Columbus AFB and repaint the runway markings. This $268,000 renovation project, completed at night and
on weekends, had no impact on flying operations.

CAFB closes out another fiscal year

Building the world’s best warriors, leaders and professional military pilots

EMCC Flyover
There will be a flyover of Columbus AFB T-6’s

Oct. 18 during a football game between East
Mississippi Community College and Itawamba in
West Point at 1 p.m.  

SUPT 09-09 Track Select
The Specialized Undergraduate Pilot Training

Class 09-09 will have a track select Oct. 21 at
5 p.m. at the Columbus Club. 

Women’s Health Fair
The Women’s Health Fair will be held Oct. 25

from 8 a.m. to 11 a.m. at the Koritz Clinic. Well-
woman exams and mammograms will be available
by appointment. For an appointment, call
434-CARE. Otherwise, feel free to stop in for free
stuff, shopping and fun.

Beautifully Remodeled in 2008
Flexible Leases for Military

Great Location (Near K-Mart & Hospital)
Quiet Atmosphere

All Appliances Included
No Deposit for Military

Call (662) 418-9274 or 
visit our website at 

www.foxruncolumbus.com
Email: igetallmymail@aol.com

FOX RUN APARTMENTS
Large 1 Bedroom (Reg. $625)Large 1 Bedroom (Reg. $625)

NOW! $425 Per MonthNOW! $425 Per Month
(With Military Discount)(With Military Discount)
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SPECIAL

MOVE-IN SPECIAL

RENT-A-SPACERENT-A-SPACE
406 Wilkins-Wise Road406 Wilkins-Wise Road

 NORTH COLUMBUS
406 Wilkins-Wise Road

662-327-5656

EAST COLUMBUS
1530 Gardner Blvd.

662-328-5666

NEW HOPE
2193 Lake Lowndes

662-327-0659

Modern Climate Controlled Units
Conventional Units

Website: www.columbusrentaspace.com
Email: info@ columbusrentaspace.com

3 Locations:

Saint David’s
at Mayhew

549 Mayhew Road • Mayhew, MS
Services-Sunday 10 a.m.

For Information Call:
244-5939 • 386-8481

www.anglicancatholic.org

Lemon Grass Oriental FoodsLemon Grass Oriental Foods
153 Priscella Circle (off Mike Parra Road)

Columbus, MS 39705 • Phone 434-9324 or 253-5125

Open Monday-Saturday 9:30am-6pm

Here to Serve You • Come See Us FirstHere to Serve You •  Come See Us First

1819 Highway 45 North • Columbus • 662-244-0000
in the Kroger Plaza

wines, etc.
fine wines & liquors

Must show military i.d. for these specials

JET INTO FALLJET INTO FALL 
WITH THEWITH THE 
STORE THAT’SSTORE THAT’S 
GOT IT ALL!GOT IT ALL!

PETER VELLA MERLOT - 5 LTR ..........................................................$11.99
BALLATORE SPUMATE - SPUMANTE - 750 ML................................ $5.99
FRANZIA WHITE BOX - WHT ZINFANDEL - 5 LTR+ ...................... $13.99
PETER VELLA - CHABLIS - 5 LTR+ ..................................................... $8.99
PETER VELLA CHARDONNAY  - 5 LTR+ ...........................................$11.99
ERNEST & JULIO GALLO 

TWIN VALLEY CAFE - ZINFANDEL - 1.5 LTR ................................ $6.99
PETER VELLA - BURGUNDY - 5 LTR+ ................................................ $8.99
BERINGER WHITE ZINFANDEL - 750 ML........................................... $5.99

50% Off Wine & LiquorUp
To

Bartahatchie Outback
Steak, Fish, Seafood Restaurant

A fine family restaurant since 2004

2 Great Locations:

City Slickers
78 Brickerton St. • Columbus, MS

Military Road Exit • 662-240-9922 • Fax 662-240-9923
Hours: Monday - Saturday, 4:30 - 10:00

Country Cousin
40405 Wolf Rd. • Bartahatchie, MS • 662-369-3696

Hours: Thursday - Sunday, 4:30 - Until

Caledonia United
Pentecostal Church

5850 Cal-Kolola Rd.
Caledonia • 662-356-0202

A Place Where 
Good Things Happen!
Sunday Worship: 10am & 6pm
Wednesday Bible Study: 7pm

Rev. Grant Mitchell, Pastor

Officers’ Christian Fellowship
www.ocfusa.org

Military Families
matter to us!

A CFC participant — provided as a public service

Family retreats
Pre and post-deployment Bible studies
Family deployment kits
Help coping with deployment

D
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4186 Hwy. 373 • Columbus, MS 39705
(662) 434-8932  Outside Columbus Air Force Base

Military Uniforms
Dress Making • Crochet Items

Wedding Items
Mon.-Fri.

9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Sat. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Closed Sunday!

See CLOSE-OUT, Page 4
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How to reach us
14th Flying Training Wing Public

Affairs
555 Seventh St. Suite 203
Columbus AFB, MS 39710

Commercial: (662) 434-7068
DSN: 742-7068

Fax: (662) 434-7009
E-mail: silverwings@columbus.af.mil

Editorial Staff
Col. Roger Watkins

14th Flying Training Wing
Wing Commander

Mr. Rick Johnson
Public Affairs Chief

2nd Lt. George Fowler
Chief of Internal Information

Airman Josh Harbin
Editor

Mrs. Michelle Lee
Layout Designer

Submission Deadline
The deadline for submitting copy for
next week’s SILVER WINGS is noon
Monday. Articles may be dropped off
at the public affairs office or e-mailed. 

Published by the Commercial Dispatch Publishing
Company, Inc., a private firm in no way connected with
the U.S. Air Force, under exclusive written contract with
the 14th Flying Training Wing. 

This commercial enterprise Air Force newspaper is an
authorized publication for members of the U.S. military
services. 

Contents of the  SILVER WINGS are not necessarily
the official views of, or endorsed by, the U.S. government,
the Department of Defense or the Department of the Air
Force.

The appearance of advertising in this publication does
not constitute endorsement by the DOD, the Department
of the Air Force or Service Publications, Inc., of the prod-
ucts or services advertised. 

Everything advertised in this publication shall be made
available for purchase, use or patronage without regard to
race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital sta-
tus, physical handicap, political affiliation or any other
non-merit factor of the purchaser, user or patron.

Editorial content is edited, prepared and provided by the
14th Flying Training Wing Public Affairs Office of
Columbus AFB, Miss. 

The  SILVER WINGS staff reserves the right to edit or
rewrite all copy submitted when necessary. All photos are
U.S. Air Force photos unless otherwise stated.

Submit all advertising to the Columbus, Miss.,
Commercial Dispatch advertising department one week
prior to desired publication date. The advertising depart-
ment can be reached at (662) 328-2427.

14th
Flying

Training 
Wing

deployed
As of press

time, 34 BLAZE
TEAM members
are deployed
w o r l d w i d e .
Remember to
support the
Airmen and their
families while
they are away.

Thursday Golf Scrambles:Thursday Golf Scrambles: Golf scrambles start every
Thursday at 4:45 p.m.  Cost is $5 plus greens fees. Open to all
levels of golfers.  For more information, call 434-7932.

Fitness Classes:Fitness Classes: The Fitness Center offers fitness classes.
Spin classes are Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays beginning
at 7 a.m. Cardio kick boxing classes are Mondays and
Wednesdays at 5 p.m. and aerobics is offered Saturdays at
9 a.m. For more information, call the Fitness Center at
434-2772.

Summer Lunch, Bowl Special:Summer Lunch, Bowl Special: Receive two free
games of bowling from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. with the purchase of
a combo meal during lunch.

Cosmic Bowling:Cosmic Bowling: Cosmic bowling is every Friday and
Saturday from 7 p.m. to 11 p.m. Cost is $2 per game. The night
is complete with black lights, loud music, strobe lights and
bowling!

Sports Shorts     Sports Shorts     

FFoorr ppeeooppllee aaggeess 1188 ttoo 3344
mmoottoorr vveehhiiccllee ccrraasshheess aarree 
tthhee lleeaaddiinngg ccaauussee ooff ddeeaatthh..

DDoonn’’tt bbeeccoommee aa ssttaattiissttiicc..

Major Gen. David J. Eichhorn is the
Commander, Air Force Flight Test Center,
Edwards Air Force Base, Calif. His area of
responsibility includes the development, test
and evaluation of manned and unmanned air-
craft systems in both experimental and proven
aerospace vehicles. He supports the conduct
of test and evaluation programs for the
Department of Defense, the Defense
Advanced Research Project Agency, the
National Aeronautics and Space
Administration and the U.S. Air Force, Army,
Navy and Marine Corps.

General Eichhorn entered the Air Force as a distinguished
graduate through the Reserve Officer Training Corps in 1976.
In earlier assignments he served as an experimental test pilot,
and his commands include two flight test squadrons, a test
group, a test wing, and the Arnold Engineering Development
Center overseeing developmental flight tests on a wide vari-

ety of weapon systems. A certified acquisition
professional, he served at the Electronic Systems
Center as the Vice Commander, where he was
previously assigned as Director of Advanced
Command, Control and Communications
Systems as well as Director of Advanced
Aircraft Systems. He has also served as Director
of the Aeronautical Enterprise Program Office,
Deputy Director of Plans and Programs at
Headquarters Air Force Materiel Command and
Deputy Program Executive Officer for Aircraft
at Aeronautical Systems Center. Prior to his
current assignment, General Eichhorn was the

Director of Air, Space and Information Operations,
Headquarters Air Force Materiel Command.

General Eichhorn has flown the B-52D/H, B-1B, F-111
and T-38, serving as an instructor pilot and aircraft comman-
der. He has accumulated more than 5,700 hours in more than
40 aircraft types.

CAFB welcomes Maj. Gen. Eichhorn

U.S. Air Force Photo by Rick Johnson
Colonel David Reth, 14th Operations Group commander, and Capt. Nick Johnson, 37th
Flying Training Squadron, thank James Brown III, Lockheed Martin Aeronautics test pilot, for
his F-22 presentation to Columbus AFB instructor and student pilots. Mr. Brown is the Lead
Test Pilot for the F-22 Raptor Program at Edwards AFB, Calif., where he conducts airborne
testing for envelope expansion, structural loads, avionics, countermeasures and weapons. 

CAFB receives F-22 presentation

Staff Sgt. Steve Grever 
U.S. Air Force Academy

Public Affairs

SAN DIEGO — U.S. Air Force
Academy freshmen quarterback Tim
Jefferson and tailback Ashley Clark led the
Falcons' high-powered running attack to a
35-10 victory over the San Diego State
Aztecs Oct. 11 at Qualcomm Stadium
here. 

Clark, making his first start of the sea-
son, rambled for 109 yards on 15 carries and
also scored one of the Falcons' five touch-
downs.

Jefferson set the tone early for the Air
Force's offense during its opening drive, as
the team marched down the field and
scored on a 1-yard quarterback keeper to
give the Falcons a 7-0 lead. 

Falcons' Head Coach Troy Calhoun said
the two freshmen infused a lot of energy
into the offense and showed glimpses of
greater things to come. 

"Those guys gave us some pop," he said.
"They are going to be good players. They
have a lot of work ahead of them, but they
are guys with leadership potential." 

The Falcons looked sluggish on both
sides of ball in the first half and trailed the
Aztecs 10-7 at the half. But, the Air Force

quickly regrouped in the third quarter with
touchdowns by Clark and tailback Todd
Newell, giving the Falcons a 21-10 lead by
the end of the third quarter. 

The Air Force continued to put a stran-
glehold on the Aztec offense in the fourth
quarter as inside linebacker Justin Moore
hauled in his first career interception for a
touchdown, giving the Falcons a 28-10
advantage with 11:37 left in the game.
After an injury to Jefferson, quarterback
Shea Smith stepped in and threw a 32-yard
touchdown strike to wide receiver Josh
Cousins. 

The Falcons' defense pressured the
Aztecs' quarterback most of the night and
recorded four sacks and two interceptions.
Senior defensive end Jake Paulson had 1.5
sacks, giving him 8.5 for the season. 

The Falcons amassed 473 yards total
offense, their second greatest offensive out-
put since their 508-yard performance dur-
ing the season opener against Southern
Utah. 

Coach Calhoun said they executed their
game plan much better in the second half
and didn't miss many opportunities to get
the ball in the end zone. 

"I think the first half we played on egg
shells," he said. "It just seemed like we had
a bunch of guys in the locker room waiting

for someone else to spark us. If you go to the
Air Force Academy, you don't wait. You
need initiators, leaders and guys who are
assertive." 

The Falcons improved their season

record to 4-2 while the Aztecs dropped to
1-5. The Falcons continue their road trip as
they next square off against the University
of Nevada Las Vegas at 8 p.m. MST
Oct. 18. 

Football: Falcon freshmen spark 35-10 win

U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Steve Grever

U.S. Air Force Academy Falcons fullback Todd Newell drags a tackler as he rushes
for additional yardage Oct. 11 in a game against San Diego State in San Diego.
Newell, a San Diego native and team captain, carried the ball 19 times for 77 yards
and a touchdown in the Falcons' 35-10 win over San Diego State. 

U.S. Air Force by Melissa Duncan
Chief Master Sgt. Richard Brackett, 14th Flying Training Wing Command Chief Master Sergeant,
sprints across the finish line at the Columbus AFB Blaze Race Sept. 9. The next BLAZE race is sched-
uled to be held Feb. 21, 2009. 

2008 BLAZE race 

We are all recruiters
Each Air Force member is an “ambas-

sador in blue.” Each person can make a
difference in someone else’s decision to

join the Air Force. 

q Get involved in youth programs, whether
in high schools or through church and commu-

nity organizations. Be a role model in your
community.
q Take advantage of the Recruiter

Assistance Program. Each member of the Air
Force is authorized a permissive TDY home for
up to 12 days to perform recruiting duties with
the local recruiter.

Park it
before you

pour!
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First United Methodist Church

To make reservations or for more 
information, call (662)328-5252

602 Main Street Columbus, MS

Sunday, October 19th
at the 8:45 a.m. & 11 a.m. 
Sunday Worship Services

Sunday, October 19th ........................... 6:00 p.m.

Monday, October 20th ..............Noon & 6:00 p.m.
Fletcher-Jones Building • 602 College Street

Lunch will be available Monday, October 20 
for $5.00 per person.
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Maxie Dunnam
Chancellor of 

Asbury Theological Seminary

Wilmore, Kentucky

proudly presents

A special online community 
for families of babies in
neonatal intensive care

Find help and hope at
shareyourstory.org

a CFC participant   Provided as a public service

Endorsed Local Provider
for Investments &
Long-Term Care

Ronnie Good 

www.malachifinancial.com 

Phone: 662.329.9777   Cell: 662.574.7813 
Fax: 662.329.9778   Email: rgood@mscmail.biz   

Branch Address: 
114 4th Street South 

Columbus, MS 39701 
P.O. Box 8997 

Columbus, MS 39705 

Investment Representative 

Securities offered through Mutual Service Corporation. Mutual Service Corporation and LPL Financial are affiliated companies and are members of
FRA/SIPC. Malachi Financial Group and Dave Ramsey are not affiliated with Mutual Service Corporation or LPL Financial.

Share the power
of a wish

wish.org

Tyler, 6

A CFC participant. 
Provided as a public service.

®

A CFC Participant

888.221.2873
www.GatewayForCancerResearch.org

formerly 
Cancer Treatment Research Foundation

Provided as a public service.

www.payton34.org

Gateway ’Gateway ’ss
TTop 10op 10

1. 99 cents of every dollar funds
research           

2. Impact those battling cancer

3. Innovation through new 
ideas and new approaches

4. World renown institutions

5. Passion for a cure

6. Funding only research

7. Fighting all types of cancer

8. Research is patient-centered

9. Grants peer reviewed

10.Today’s hope,
tomorrow’s cure

1.800.899.0089

� � � � � �

Provided as a public service.
a CFC participant

Chief Master Sgt. Barbara Steffen
14th Medical Group

Superintendent 

Guardian of freedom and justice
As guardians, we protect our nation and

its citizens and uphold their Constitutional
freedoms and principles of justice.  We are
the 24/7/365 defenders who ensure our
nation meets the founding fathers’ guiding
principles they eloquently wrote into the
Preamble to the United States
Constitution, “We the people of the
United States, in order to form a more per-
fect union, establish justice, insure domes-
tic tranquility, provide for the common
defense, promote the general welfare, and
secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves
and our posterity, do ordain and establish
this Constitution for the United States of
America.”
My nation’s sword and shield

As America’s sword and shield, we are a
lethal weapon and a mighty protector with-
in our nation’s arsenal.   Since our nation’s
birth, it has been the constitutional duty of
our military to ensure national survival,
defend lives and property, and promote
vital interests at home and abroad.  Because
we engender global reach, which enables us

to move, supply, or position assets—with
unrivaled velocity and precision anywhere,
we are our nation’s sword and shield.
Its sentry and avenger

As a sentry we are posted to guard
against, and warn of, danger… our global
vigilance keeps an unblinking eye on any
entity.  As an avenger we are poised to
inflict a punishment or penalty… our glob-
al power holds at risk or strike any target,
anywhere.  Our Airmen are posted
throughout the world as a sentry and
avenger, from the AWACS and Joint
STARS crews scanning for threats and the
security forces patrolmen securing perime-
ters to the combat controller marking a tar-
get and the A-10 pilot delivering close air
support…to every Airman meeting their
mission.
I defend my country with my life

The reality of this statement is a reality
which separates all military members from
every other American citizen.  Since Sept.
11, American Airmen have died in defense
of our country:  51 in Iraq and 35 in
Afghanistan.  This is the definitive reality
of service before self.  This is the reality
that our nation, our freedoms, our ideals,
our government and our citizens are all pre-
cious enough to die for.  

The Airman’s Creed … one verse at a time

Airman Elena Stofle
14th Flying Training Wing 

Judge Advocate

Identity theft is the fastest growing crime
in America. Identity theft or identity fraud is
defined by the Identity Theft and
Assumption Deterrence Act of 1998 as
“someone knowingly transferring or using,
without lawful authority, a means of identi-
fication of another person with the intent to
commit… any unlawful activity that consti-
tutes a violation of Federal law…”

Two common types of identity theft are
physical and electronic. One of the most
prominent physical methods of identity
theft include “dumpster diving,” which is
when perpetrators look through their vic-
tims’ garbage cans attempting to obtain
copies of their checks, credit cards or bank
statements. Purchase a shredder, and be sure
to shred “pre-approved” credit cards; thieves
may retrieve them and try to activate them
without your knowledge.

Remember, hackers and thieves will steal
your identity if you make it easy for them. To
ensure you do not become a victim, destroy
unneeded paperwork which contains valu-
able information. 

“Shoulder surfing” occurs when a perpe-
trator looks over a victim’s shoulder as they

type in credit card numbers or listen in as a
victim gives a credit card number over the
phone. Only give your credit card number to
someone over the phone if you are in a
secure location such as your house and only
if you speaking with a trusted source.

When you give your credit card to a clerk
or a waitress at a restaurant, be sure to keep
your card in sight. Employees of stores and
restaurants have been known to be bribed
into giving away personal information of
their customers, or keeping copies of credit
cards and stealing information themselves.
Keep records of your card numbers, and per-
form regular checks on all of your accounts
and balances.

When you travel, you are at risk of some-
one taking your wallet or purse. Keep credit
cards and passports in a safe place outside of
your wallet. 

There are many ways for a perpetrator to
steal your identity electronically. A common
practice is for a “company” to send out spam
or unsolicited email offering free trips and
prizes if you submit your personal informa-
tion in response. This is called “phishing”.
Do not respond to unsolicited e-mails, and
remember, if you have never heard of the
company and it seems too good to be true, it
probably is. Remember to only give websites
you subscribe to information if they have a

privacy act contract. Read the contract
thoroughly.

Once a thief has your information, they
can use it to open credit card accounts. If
this happens and the bills are not paid, the
delinquent account will show up on your
credit report. They can change your billing
address so you no longer receive bills, and
then run up the charges on your account
without you knowing. Examples of this are
when a perpetrator sign up for phones, utili-
ties, or copying your ATM or debit card to
make withdrawals in your name.

If you become a victim, contact the
police right away; you can file for what is
called an Identity Theft Report. This can
permanently block fraudulent information,
such as fake addresses or accounts, from
appearing on your credit report. Identity
Theft Reports can also stop companies from
continuing to collect debts. Contact the
Federal-Trade Commission (FTC) online or
by telephone at 1-877-ID-THEFT or 202-
326-2502, or by mail to the Consumer
Response Center, FTC, 600 Pennsylvania
Avenue, N.W., Washington, DC 20580.

Remember to always be vigilant and
aware of whom you give personal informa-
tion to. Don’t become one of the 10 million
new victims of identity theft each year.

Protect yourself from identity theft

The Airman’s Creed
I am an American

Airman.
I am a warrior.

I have answered my
nation’s call.

I am an American
Airman.

My mission is to fly,
fight, and win.

I am faithful to a
proud heritage.

A tradition of honor, 
And a legacy of

valor.

I am an
AmericanAirman

Guardian of freedom
and justice,

My nation’s sword
and shield,

Its sentry and
avenger.

I defend my country
with my life.

I am an American
Airman.

Wingman, leader,
warrior.

I will never leave an
Airman behind.

I will never falter,
And I will not fail.

The Straight Talk Line is your direct
line to the commander for comments
and suggestions on how to make
Columbus AFB better. The Straight
Talk Line phone number is
434-7058. Callers should leave their
full name and phone number to
receive an answer. All names are kept
confidential. 

Written questions may be dropped
off at the public affairs office in the
wing headquarters building, Bldg.
724. People can also access the
Straight Talk program through the
Blazeweb at https://columbusweb and
the main Web site at www.colum-
bus.af.mil. Questions and answers
will be edited for brevity.

Straight Talk Line

Visit www.columbus.af.mil
to learn about Columbus
AFB agencies and other
important information.
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For sale: Natural wood futon
frame with 2” mattress, great
shape, $175 OBO. Call (321)
848-2410.
For sale: 67” Samsung DLP tele-
vision 1080P, needs maintenance,
sold as is, $500 OBO. Call
327-9979 for details. 
For sale: Enfamil Prosobee Lipil,
seven 8 oz. cans, $20 for all. Call
425-9622.
For sale: High-quality four-person
hot tub/spa in near perfect condi-

tion, vinyl cover and supplies, two
years old, $3,500. Call 329-1843.
For sale:King size JcPenny
jacquard and chenille comforter
set, brand new in bag, $200. Call
241-9724.
For sale: King size featherbed,
new in bag, never opened, $75
OBO. Call 241-9724.
For sale: Nikon N80 35mm, SLR
camera, excellent condition, $75
OBO. Call 241-9724.
For sale: Sony 54” rear projection
TV, $700. Call 434-5077.

For sale: 2000 Ford E150 van, V6
engine, new tires and shocks,
clean and well-maintained,
$6,500. Call 574-5967.
For sale: 1997 Dodge Dakota
Sport, EXT cab, 172,000 miles,
$3,800. Call 574-9585.
For sale: 2006 Pontiac G6 GT,
leather, heated seats, power win-
dows/locks/mirrors, keyless entry,
remote start, new tires and brakes,
48,500 miles. Asking $12,500
OBO. Call 574-0127.

For sale: Spacious two bedroom,
two bathroom home in Oakdale

Park, completely updated with
new flooring an fixtures, vaulted
ceilings, fireplace, two-car garage,
privacy fence, lots of storage and a
shed in the backyard, large deck
with pergola. Call 549-9865 or
549-9866 for more details or to
schedule an appointment. 
For sale: 2002 home in
Caledonia, three bedroom, two
bathroom, open floor plan, new
large bonus room with built-in
storage, two-car garage, 3/4 acre
lot, fenced-in backyard on a cor-
ner lot, less than one mile
from Caledonia schools.
Call 889-2953 or 889-2958. 

On Base
5203B Lowndes Ave.: Oct. 18,
7 a.m. to 2 p.m. Furniture, weight
bench, computer desk, X-box
with games, table with four chairs,
weed eaters, flower pots, cook
books, magazines, books, dishes,
fish tank, china, clothes, purses,
shoes, toys, computers and
VHS/DVDs. 
Off base
1620 Chickasaw Dr.: Oct. 18,
7 a.m. to 11 a.m. Kids’ clothes,
electronics, lawn tractor acces-
sories, toys, video games. No early
birds, please.

BARGAIN LINE

Bargain Line advertisement
The Bargain Line is free for all military members (including guard and reserve members), DOD civilians, military retirees, family members
and contract employees.
Bargain Line advertisements must be turned in to the Silver Wings office in the 14th Flying Training Wing headquarters building by noon
Monday to be included in the following week's issue. Late ads will be held over for the next issue.
Reruns must be phoned in to the Silver Wings office, 434-7068, by noon Monday for inclusion in the next week's issue. Please do not re-
submit ads for rerun on this form. Advertisements should contain a home phone number, home address or both. Duty phone numbers will
not appear in the ads.
Advertisements for private businesses or services providing a continuous source of income, such as baby-sitting or rental property, may not
appear in the Bargain Line. They may, however, be purchased through the Silver Wings publisher, 328-2424. Please fill out this form com-
pletely. The Silver Wings staff reserves the right to edit ads as necessary.

Type of advertisement (circle one) Home          Transportation          Miscellaneous          Yard sales          Pets

Print advertisement

Name

Home Telephone #                                                Duty Telephone # 
(in case we need more information)

Please let us know what you think of the Silver Wings:
Are you happy with the Silver Wings?     Yes q No q
What would you like to see more of in the newspaper?     News q Sports q Photos q Other
If you would like to give any other suggestions, please e-mail us at silverwings@columbus.af.mil.

Homes

Miscellaneous

Saturday Yard Sales

Transportation

Columbus Veteran’s Day Parade: The Columbus Veteran’s Day
Parade will be held Nov. 8 at 11 a.m. The parade will begin at the
Police Complex on Main St. in downtown Columbus and will end
at the Lowndes County Court House for the Laying of the Wreath.
Come out and salute your veterans and remember their fallen com-
rades. 

For more information about local area events, e-mail
AFRC@columbus.af.mil or call the Airman and Family
Readiness Center at 434-2790.

The deadline for submitting ads
is noon Monday before the
desired publication date. Ads
turned in after the deadline will
run the following week. Ads can
be mailed to or dropped off at the
public affairs office in the 14th
Flying Training Wing
Headquarters building, e-mailed
to silverwings@colum bus.af.mil
or faxed to 434-7009. Calling
Ext. 7068 by noon Monday can
extend the run date of ads
already submitted. Silver Wings
reserves the right to limit ads
based on content, space and fre-
quency of requests.
Advertisements for private busi-
nesses or services providing a
continuous source of income may
not appear in the Bargain Line.
They may, however, be pur-
chased through the             the
Commercial Dispatch,
328-2424.

Building the world’s best warriors, leaders and professional military pilots

14th Environmental Flight
14th Civil Engineer Squadron

It takes energy for the world's
finest Air Force to fly, fight and win.
It takes energy to run our great
nation. We must do our part to sup-
port the goals of our president and the
Secretary of Defense to establish
greater energy independence.

October is Energy Awareness
Month. Our theme this year is Secure
Today's Energy: Fuel Tomorrow's
Mission. 

The Air Force is the largest con-
sumer of energy in the Federal
Government. We are focused on our
responsibility to reduce consumption
to support Department of Defense
and presidential directives for greater
energy independence, which in turn
supports national security. 

While we've made great strides in
our energy strategy in the past few
years, we intend for fiscal year 2009
to be a banner year towards reaching
our vision - make energy a considera-
tion in all we do. Our energy strategy
remains: reduce demand, increase
supply and change the culture.

As Airmen, you are encouraged to
find and eliminate energy waste and
optimize energy use. Reexamine
processes, activities, facilities or
equipment which use fuel, natural gas
or electricity. We want you to make
energy a consideration in all you do.

Throughout the month we will be
highlighting facets of the Air Force
Energy Strategy in various articles, at
commander's calls, and in day to day
interactions. Each MAJCOM has
developed and will execute an Energy
Awareness campaign in fiscal year
2009. We encourage you to get more
information on energy initiatives
from your base energy managers, from
the Department of Energy's Federal
Energy Management Program and
from the Air Force Energy,
Environment, Safety and
Occupational Health web site.

Announcement attributed to:  Mr.
Kevin W. Billings, Acting Assistant
Secretary of the Air Force for
Installations, Environment and
Logistics, Headquarters U.S. Air
Force, Washington, D.C.

Secure Today's Energy:
Fuel Tomorrow's Mission

Heather, Ryan
and Bret
McCalip, fami-
ly members of
Maj. Randy
McCalip, 14th
M e d i c a l
O p e r a t i o n s
S q u a d r o n ,
pose with
P i t t s b u r g h
Steelers’ Troy
Polamalu after
their Monday
night football
game last
week. Ryan
McCalip, who
received a
liver transplant
last year, was
selected by
the Make a
Wish founda-
tion for his
three-day trip
to Pittsburgh. 

Make a Wish sponsors CAFB family

Who can be a tenant representative?
Any adult who is legally a resident of The

Landings at Columbus unless they are:
PCSing or Separating in the next six

months.
An employee or have a family member who

is an employee of  Pinnacle Hunt LLC.
What does a tenant representative do?

Lives within the community they are repre-
senting.

Seeks the views of their neighbors and gath-
ers together the results and shares them as
appropriate with local management. This could
include the performance of the contractors who
visit the community.

Seeks the views on new and/or existing poli-
cy at The Landings at Columbus.

Meet with management monthly to discuss
concerns or issues before attending the partner-
ing meeting

Represent the views of the community at
partnering meetings both monthly and quarter-
ly.

Contributes articles or comments to the base
newspaper about events which have taken place
in the community.

Keep other tenants informed about what
activities are taking place and any changes or
improvements The Landings at Columbus is
proposing.

Ask questions and raise issues with The
Landing at Columbus on behalf of the whole

community.
What tenant representatives don’t do:

Hold keys to vacant units.
Have access to any files or documents held in

the office.
Have access to personal details about other

tenants.
Use their position to raise personal issues or

as a tool to gain personal advantage over other
tenants.

Enter other people’s property.
Have a say in who is given a tenancy or who

can and cannot visit the tenancy.
Get paid for their time.
To date, the current tenant representatives

are:
E.J. Griffis
434-2792
Magnolia Senior Noncommissioned Officer
Master Sgt. Stephen Dunaway
434-7454
Magnolia Senior Noncommissioned Officer
Staff Sgt. David Palmer
434-7116
Magnolia Junior Noncommissioned Officer
Senior Airman Charles Patterson
434-6742
Magnolia Junior Noncommissioned Officer
Tech. Sgt. Roger Riddle
889-3181
Capitol Junior Noncommissioned Officer

Want to become a tenant 
representative for your community?

Courtesy photo

and $2.7 million from the wing’s end of year wish
list. Shortly, the wing will see the results of their
efforts first-hand. Wing leadership asks for patience on
behalf of base personnel as construction begins. It will
be somewhat inconvenient, but when finished will
improve not only the wing’s mission capability but also
its quality of life.  

Closeout was successful because the BLAZE team
came together, followed the game plan and was pre-
pared when opportunity came knocking. The merger
of the 14th Comptroller and Contracting Squadrons
into a single unit allowed them to maximize the wing’s
ability to allocate resources, rapidly execute projects
and set the wing up for success as we move forward
into fiscal year 2009.

Colonel Jeff Dunn, 14th Flying Training Wing vice
commander, said, "This year's close out was the best
I've seen and I expect it to be the model for AETC."

CLOSE-OUT
(Continued from Page 1)

Alabama:
Register by: Oct. 24

Arizona:
Register by: Nov. 4 

Arkansas:
Registration is not required. 
Request ballot by: Oct. 28 

California:
Register by: Oct. 20 
Connecticut:

Register by: Nov. 3 
Delaware:

Register by: Oct. 20 
Guam:

Register by: Oct. 24
Idaho:

Register by: Oct. 10
Illinois:

Register by: Oct. 25 
Iowa: 

Register by: No fixed deadline.
Submit early but return ballot

by Nov. 10. 
Kansas:

Registration is not required. 
Request ballot by: Oct. 31 

Maine:
Register by: Nov. 4 

Maryland:
Register by: Oct. 14
Massachusetts:

Registration not required. 
Request ballot by: Nov. 3 

Michigan:
Register by: Nov. 4

Minnesota:
Registration is not required. 

Request ballot by: Nov. 3 
Missouri:

Registration is not required. 
Request ballot by: Oct. 29

Nebraska:
Register by: Oct. 17 

New Hampshire:
Registration is not required. 

Request ballot by: Nov. 3 
New Jersey:

Register by: Oct. 31
New Mexico:

Registration is not required. 
Request ballot by: Oct. 31 

New York:
Register by: Oct. 10
North Carolina:
Register by: Nov. 3
North Dakota:

Registration is not required. 
Request ballot by: Sept. 25 

Oklahoma:
Registration is not required. 
Request ballot by: Oct. 29 

Oregon:
Register by: Oct. 30 (must be
postmarked 21 days prior to

election)
Pennsylvania:

Registration is not required. 
Request ballot by: Nov. 3 

Rhode Island:
Registration is not required. 
Request ballot by: Oct. 14 

South Dakota:
Register by: Oct. 20

Utah:
Register by: Oct. 31

Vermont:
Register by: Oct. 29

(Postmarked by the second
Monday before election day)

Washington:
Register by: Nov. 4
West Virginia:

Register by: Oct. 14
Wisconsin:

Registration is not required. 
Request ballot by: Nov. 4

Voting registration
deadlines
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3200 Bluecutt Road
Columbus, Mississippi 

662-328-5992

First Presbyterian
Church (USA)

Where All
Are Welcome

Sunday
9:45 a.m. Church School All Ages

11:00 a.m. Worship
Sunday Evenings

Youth Programs

Nursery Provided All Services

Presbyterian Child
Development Program

327-9944
Tuesday-Friday Mornings

8:30-11:30 a.m.

1-800-548-4337
www.guidedog.org
a CFC participant  

Provided as a public service.

®

Fellowship 
of Christian
Athletes

CINEMA 8
BIRTHDAY PARTIES -ONLINE TICKETING

w No Passes

X THE SECRET LIFE OF BEES PG-13

4:30 • 7:25 • 9:55 • Sat Mat 1:15
X MAX PAYNE PG-13

4:00 • 7:20 • 9:40 • Sat Mat 1:00 
X THE EXPRESS PG

4:05 • 7:00 • 9:45 • Sat Mat 1:05
X BODY OF LIES R

4:15 • 7:20 • 10:00 • Sat Mat 1:20
X CITY OF EMBER PG

4:50 • Sat Mat 12:30 • 2:40
EAGLE EYE PG-13

7:15 • 9:50
X QUARANTINE R

5:00 • 7:35 • 9:50 • Sat Mat 12:40 • 2:50
X BEVERLY HILLS CHIHUAHUA PG

4:55 • 7:15 • 9:30 • Sat Mat 12:25 • 2:40
FIREPROOF PG

4:10 • 7:10 • 9:55 • Sat Mat 1:10  

STADIUM SEATING

Hwy 45 North behind Applebee's
Columbus, MS   malco.com   240-0000

First United 
Methodist Church
602 Main Street • Columbus, MS

Sunday Worship 
8:45 AM-The Invitation, 

Artz Fellowship Hall
11:00 AM-The Sanctuary

Sunday School
9:45 AM

Sunday Evenings
5:00 PM Vespers & Communion

5:30 PM Youth

Come home to...

662.328.5252 
www.columbusfumc.org

NEW SALEM BAPTIST CHURCH
welcomes you

7086 Wolf Road, 3 miles south of Caledonia, MS
(662) 356-4940

E-mail: newsalembaptist@cableone.net
Web-Site: newsalembaptistcaledonia.com

Bro. David R. Woods, Pastor
SUNDAY MORNINGS

(Beginning Oct. 19): 8:17 am (See Pro. 8:17 KJV) 
Early Worship Service

9:30 am: Sunday School for All Ages
10:30 am: Worship Service

(Children’s Church for ages 4 - 2nd grade)
SUNDAY EVENINGS

(September - May) 4:00 pm: Jr. Varsity & Varsity A.W.A.N.A.
(Jr. Varsity: ages 6,7,8 grades; Varsity: High School)

(September - May) 4:15 pm: Club A.W.A.N.A. 
(for Ages 3 yr. old - 5th Grade)

(June - August) 5:00 pm: Summer Blast for Children
(Ages 3 yr. old - 5th Grade)

(June - August) 5:00 pm: Youth Discipleship Training
5:00 pm: Discipleship Training for Adults

6:00 pm: Worship
7:00 pm: Adult Choir Practice
WEDNESDAY NIGHTS 

@ 6:30 pm
Mission Friends: ages 3 - 5

R.A.s & G.A.s:  1st - 5th Grades
Youth Bible Study: 6th - 12th Grades

Adult Bible Study/Prayer
Nursery is provided for all services.

There’s a Place for you at
Woodland 

Baptist Church
www.woodlandonline.org

3033 Ridge Road • Columbus, MS
327-6689

SUNDAY
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
Training Service 5:00 p.m.
Worship Service 6:00 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
Bible Studies 7:00 p.m.

Pastor: Mike Allred
Music Minister: Ben Hurt
Youth Pastor: Matt Long

*Subject to credit approval. This offer may expire at any time. Active Duty loan discounts do not apply to mortgage loans. **Current auto loan must be financed with another
lender. The $100 will be deposited to your Navy Federal account after the signed loan documents have been received. The loan must be kept with Navy Federal for 12 months
after receiving $100 bonus. This credit union is federally insured by the National Credit Union Administration. Copyright © 2008 Navy Federal NFCU 12603 (10-08)

Active Duty Loans
Your key to a great deal!

Auto loans, motorcycle loans, boat loans,
personal loans and more. Plus, get $100
when you refinance your auto loan from
another lender!**

Apply today! Visit a local branch or call
1-888-842-NFCU (6328).

Not a member? Join today. Serving Army,
Marine Corps, Navy and Air Force active duty,
retired, reserve, National Guard, DoD civilians
and their families.

Active duty members receive a discount on loan rates!*

Fashion Apparel
1540 Gardner Blvd. • Columbus • 327-3146

Open Friday • Saturday • Sunday
10am-6pm 10am-3pm 1pm-5pm

We Accept Visa, MasterCard & Discover

© Commercial Dispatch

GOING OUT OF BUSINESS
For the season

90%
OFF
Retail

85%
OFF
Retail

Children’s Clothing
Size 10 &
Larger

And All Men’s
Clothing! Children’s 

Clothing Size
Newborn - 8

Ladies
Clothing 

And Shoes

Wood’s Chevron
501 Hwy. 45 North • Columbus, MS 39701

Call today at (662) 329-3294!

We offer a 
military discount!

Auto Repairs & Maintenance 
on Foreign & Domestic

We Specialize In Auto A/C

1st Lt. Ishan Avila
48th Flying Training Squadron

In September, several members of the
48th Flying Training Squadron traveled to
Langley AFB, Va., to take part in the 48th
Squadron Association’s annual reunion.
While there, the six instructor pilots from
Columbus AFB enjoyed organized tours,
great food and of course, war stories from for-
mer members of the 48th.  

The original 48th began in WW I and was
reactivated in 1941 in support of WWII.  The
48th Fighter Squadron, flying P-38
Lightning’s, deployed to the European theatre
in August, 1942.  The unit was decommis-
sioned shortly after the war, then reactivated
a few years later as the 48th Fighter
Interceptor Squadron.  For the next forty
years, the 48 FIS flew a variety of aircraft out
of Langley AFB, Va., from the F-94C Starfire
to the F-15A Eagle.  During that period, the
squadron also had the distinction of hosting
the original Mercury 7 astronauts as they
trained for their space missions in the F-106
Delta Dart.  After being deactivated in 1991,
the squadron was finally reborn in its current
form, training the Air Force’s newest pilots in
the T-1A Jayhawk. 

Nearly fifty Airmen representing over six
decades of the squadron’s history met the two
T-1s as they taxied into parking at the start of
the weekend.  Members of the 48th FTS had

the opportunity to chat with their predeces-
sors throughout the weekend, learning about
their squadron’s heritage while updating for-
mer squadron members on the capabilities of
the modern Air Force.  

They also had the opportunity to hear sev-
eral keynote speakers, the most notable of
who was retired Col. “Mo” Baker, a former
F-105 Thunderchief pilot who was shot down
over North Vietnam and subsequently
endured over six years in the Hanoi Hilton.
Colonel Baker described the story of his cap-
ture and imprisonment to a subdued audience
and told of his personal experiences as a pris-
oner of war along with current presidential
candidate John McCain.  The final evening
culminated in 48th FTS members conducting
a POW/MIA ceremony, a somber tribute to
the sacrifices of many of the men in that
room. 

The weekend was both an educational
and entertaining one for all involved.
Lieutenant Col. Kelly Menozzi, 48th FTS
commander, noted, “Very few squadrons in
the Air Force share a tight bond across gener-
ations the way the 48th FTS does.” 

The event also introduced several of the
Air Force’s newest instructors to a fraternity
of aviators. By the time this newest crop of
48th FTS pilots said farewell at the end of the
weekend, they were already looking forward
to reuniting next year with their squadron
mates, past and present.

48th FTS reunites at Langley Air Force Base

U.S. Air Force photo

48th Flying Training squadron members 1st Lt. Larry Cuculic, 2nd Lt. Dominque Haig,
Lt. Col. Kelly Menozzi, 1st Lt. Ishan Avila, Capt. Beau Nicewanner and 1st Lt. Ian Haig
pose with retired Col. Dick Stultz, 48th Fighter Interceptor Squadron, with the artwork
he drew at the recent 48th Squadron Association reunion at Langley AFB, Va. 

BOLLING AIR FORCE BASE, D.C. — Air Force
Band members from here will be in the national spotlight
in a Veterans Day extravaganza when the symphony
orchestra and Singing Sergeants join celebrities and
recording artists Nov. 10 on public television.

Band members collaborate with two-time Grammy
winner Patti LaBelle, country western singer Clint Black,
Academy Award-winning actor Cliff Robertson, and
ukulele virtuoso Jake Shimabukuro. 

The program entitled "America's Veterans: A Musical
Tribute" will be broadcast on American Forces Network
Prime Nov. 11 at 7 p.m. viewer time overseas for service-
members and their families stationed overseas. 

The Veterans Day special was recorded in high defini-
tion at the Music Center at Strathmore in Bethesda, Md.,
and is dedicated to our military heroes from operations
spanning five wars and all branches of the armed forces. 

"It's so nice to be here singing for the veterans, singing
for our Soldiers who are fighting -- the young men and
women who are trying to keep it real wherever they are,"
said rhythm and blues legend Ms. LaBelle, who sang "I'll
Stand By You" during the performance.

Mr. Black, a singer-songwriter, joined Ms. LaBelle in
expressing his deep gratitude for the selfless sacrifices mil-
itary men and women offer daily in defense of liberty.

"We owe so much thanks to so many of you in uniform
and those veterans who have given us so much freedom to

enjoy," said Mr. Black, who sang "The Shoes You're
Wearing" for the broadcast. 

Mr. Shimabukuro's played classical to rock composi-
tions with his ukulele for the show, including George
Harrison's "While My Guitar Gently Weeps."

Air Force Band Airmen set the tone for the evening's
patriotic celebration with several inspirational numbers
including "Summon the Heroes" and "Who Are The
Brave?" 

Mr. Robertson will honor five American heroes in the
Strathmore audience -- one from each branch of the U.S.
military -- with short, poignant vignettes that capture the
essence of their actions in operations spanning five wars.

Senior Airman Scott Palomino, an Air Force aerial sur-
veillance technician in Iraq who suffered severe injuries
when a mortar round landed in his tent, is honored during
the show. He is now a disabled combat veteran and
amputee. 

"What a great opportunity this is to remember the sac-
rifices our veterans have made to ensure America's free-
dom," said Col. Dennis Layendecker, the Air Force Band
commander. "We're equally proud to honor our joint
armed forces team members serving around the world
today; they are our veterans of tomorrow." 

For more information about the show, including local
broadcast times, please see The Air Force Band Web site
at www.usafband.af.mil/AmericanVetsTribute. 

Band to team with music legends for TV special 

Sarah Parke 
National Museum of the U.S. Air Force 

DAYTON, Ohio — The National Museum of
the U.S. Air Force here will be featured on
Country Music Television's "Top 20 Countdown"
set to air at 1 p.m. EDT Oct. 17.

The show's host, Lance Smith, and other
crewmembers filmed parts of the museum during
their visit to Dayton in mid-October.

They chose the Air Force's national museum
because of the area's notoriety as the birthplace of
aviation. The National Museum of the U.S. Air
Force has more than 400 aerospace vehicles on dis-
play along with thousands of historical items that
bring the history of flight to life. 

The program will air again on CMT at 11 a.m.
EDT Oct. 18, and 11:30 a.m. EDT Oct. 19. 

Museum to be featured
on CMT's 

'Top 20 Countdown' 

Keep CAFB beautiful.
Please don’t litter.

      



Automotive 101 CourseAutomotive 101 Course
The Auto Hobby Shop offers this free

class on basic auto maintenance at 5 p.m.
Oct. 23. Course includes tire changing,
fluid checks, oil change and more. Call
434-7842 to reserve your slot in the class.

Auto Hobby Shop Oil ChangeAuto Hobby Shop Oil Change
The Arts and Crafts Center offers this

service for $29.95 and includes five quarts
oil and filter, wiper and transmission fluid
check and tire pressure. Call 434-7842 for
an appointment.

Movie Matinee BowlMovie Matinee Bowl
The Bowling Center offers a movie

matinee bowl Saturday starting at 2 p.m.
with a free movie and popcorn while you
bowl.  Bowling is $2 per game and $1 shoe
rental. For more information, call
434-3426.

Monster MarchMonster March
The Fitness Center and Outdoor

Recreation office are offering this fun
march starting at 10 a.m. Nov. 1 at
Freedom Park. Register from 9 to 10 a.m.
that day. Complete fun tasked to march to
your new obstacles at Outdoor
Recreation, the golf course, Bowling
Center and the Fitness Center and ends at
Freedom Park with burgers, hot dogs and
chips after the march. Costumes are
encouraged but not required. Complete
tasks such as sliding down the giant slide,
a tire obstacle, slam the giraffe, putt-putt
golf, bowling and basketball. For more
information, call 434-7861.

Football BowlFootball Bowl
The Bowling Center offers patrons to

watch the big game on their big screen
starting at 11 a.m. Sundays while they
bowl. Bowling is $1 per game and shoe
rental is $1. For more information, call
434-3426.

Youth Center Fall FestivalYouth Center Fall Festival
The Youth Center hosts their annual

fall festival from 5 to 7 p.m. Oct. 30 with
a costume contest for ages 1 to 12, carni-
val games for all ages, jumping castle and
food. Cost is $1 for ages 1 to 5 and for reg-
istered youth center members and $2 for
nonmembers. Parents are free. Volunteers
are always welcome to help with the
event. For more information, call
434-2504.

Pumpkin Carving ContestPumpkin Carving Contest
Families and/or individuals and

squadrons may register one entry in one of
the two groups of competition in the base

library’s annual pumpkin carving contest.
Entries are due by 1 p.m. Oct. 30 and
judging will be at 2 p.m. Pick up a free
pumpkin Oct. 28 to 29 or supply your
own. Prizes awarded to top three in each
category. For more information, call
434-2934.

New Orleans Saints TicketsNew Orleans Saints Tickets
The Information, Ticket and Travel

office has a limited number of tickets to
the New Orleans home games.  Tickets
are $45 each and are sold on first come,
first served basis.  Dates available are:

Oct 26 against San Diego
Nov. 24 against Green Bay
Dec. 28 against Carolina
They have an overnight trip planned

for the Dec. 7 game against Atlanta
which includes transportation, lodging
and ticket to the game for $165 per per-
son. For more information, call 434-7861.

Gatlinburg Ski TripGatlinburg Ski Trip
The Information, Ticket and Travel

office offers this trip Jan. 17 to 19 but
reservations must be made by Dec. 17.
Cost is $235 per person and includes
transportation, two meals, chalet lodging
for two nights, lift tickets and rentals or
$195 per person without rentals or $150
per person for non-skiers. Skiing is the
17th from 3 to 10 p.m. and the Jan. 18
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. A $50 non-refund-
able deposit is required when registering.
Full payment is required no later than Jan.
10. The maximum number of people for
this trip is 14 people. For more informa-
tion, call 434-7861.

Crafts ClassesCrafts Classes
The Arts and Crafts Center offers adult

classes every Tuesday at 10:30 a.m., 2:30
p.m. or 5:30 p.m.  Upcoming classes
include making a bear cub wind chime
holder Oct. 21 and a wooden tree of
thanks Oct. 28. 

Their youth crafts classes are offered at
10:30 a.m., 2:30 p.m. and 4:30 p.m. every
Wednesday. Classes are $5 each and
include all supplies. Upcoming classes
include making a pumpkin bucket of fun
Oct. 22 and a trick or treat bag Oct. 29.
Wear your costume and get your class
FREE Oct. 29. A display of all the pro-
jects is in the lobby of the arts and crafts
center. For more information, call
434-7836.

Halloween Teen Dance,Halloween Teen Dance,
Costume ContestCostume Contest

The Youth Center offers this program
from 8 p.m. to midnight Oct. 31 for teens.

Cost is $1 for Youth Center members and
$3 for nonmembers. Refreshments will be
provided. For more information, call
434-2504.

Have a Bowling Have a Bowling 
Birthday PartyBirthday Party

The Bowling Center offers the best
birthday party packages around.  The
“good” package includes two hours of
bowling, free shoe rental, “bowling” place
settings, balloons and a souvenir bowling
pin for the guest of honor for just $7.50
per person.  The “Best” package includes
everything in the “Good” package plus
choice of hot dog, grilled cheese sandwich
or chicken strips with fries and soft drink
for $10 per person.  A $25 non-refundable
deposit is required for all parties. No out-
side food or beverages allowed, except for
birthday cakes. For more information, call
434-3426.

Airline and Airline and 
Cruise ReservationsCruise Reservations

Check with the Information, Ticket
and Travel office for booking your airline
or cruise reservations. Great military rates
are available. For more information, call
434-7861.

1155SERVICES66 SILVER WINGS
October 17, 2008 AF NEWS SILVER WINGS

October 17, 2008

Blaze Lunch
Bunch 

at the Columbus Club
Every Wednesday During Lunch
All plates come with one meat, two

sides, roll or hushpuppies, tea or water
$6.25 for club members 
$7.25 for nonmembers

This week’s menu:
Meat choices:

Fried Chicken, Shepherd’s Pie or 
Fried Catfish Basket

Sides:
Macaroni & Cheese, Cole Slaw, 
Turnip Greens, Sauteed Cabbage 

or a Side Salad

Lunch Bunch Special - $6.95
Crisp Caesar Salad topped with

Seasoned Croutons, Shredded Parmesan
Cheese and your choice of Grilled

Chicken Breast or Tuna Steak.

Desserts:
$2.95 each 

Red Velvet Cake, Key Lime Pie
Chocolate Chips Cookies ala mode

Tickets, trips, classes, contests offered to base

U.S. Air Force Photo
Columbus Club Member Sherri McCrary, 14th Logistics Readiness Division, enters
to win a 37-inch LCD television during the Blaze Lunch Bunch at the Club
Wednesday.  All Club Members are eligible to enter each time they eat lunch at
the Club Wednesdays between now and Dec. 17.

Lunch Bunch giveaway

Capt. Caroline Wellman
445th Airlift Wing Public Affairs

WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIR FORCE
BASE, Ohio —Members of the 445th Airlift
Wing here honored the life and service of one
its former members who was killed as part of
the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks by dedicating the
new operations building to him Oct. 4 here.

Maj. LeRoy W. Homer Jr. died while serv-
ing as the first officer on United Airlines
Flight 93, which crashed near Shanksville, Pa.

He was part of the Air Force Reserve
Command's 445th AW from 1995 to 2000.

The emotion-filled day followed more than
2.5 years of planning and approval, said Lt.
Col. Chris Clark, the 445th Operations Group
deputy commander. Colonel Clark spearhead-
ed the approval process and narrated the dedi-
cation ceremony. 

The ceremony gave attending wing
Airmen, local elected officials and base and
community leaders a hint of the major's char-
acter and career. 

Major Homer provided everyone with a
"glimpse of the best of the human spirit," said
Maj. Gen. Robert E. Duignan, the 4th Air
Force commander and former 445th AW com-
mander. The general called Major Homer a
"true inspiration" who "never quit on
America." 

"Dressed in his United Airlines uniform, he

led America into battle (Sept. 11, 2001),"
General Duignan said.

Major Homer was a real hero and the kind
of person a commander wants in his unit, said
Col. Stephen Goeman, the 445th AW com-
mander. Major Homer's legacy should not be
defined only by his actions on Sept. 11, 2001,
but also by the years of service the major gave
to his country as an Airman. 

"We are proud to honor one of our own,"
Colonel Goeman said. 

Major Homer earned his private pilot's
license when he was 16, working 35 hours per
week at night to pay for flying lessons. A few
years later, he received a presidential nomina-
tion to the U.S. Military Academy at West
Point, but chose instead to go to the U.S. Air
Force Academy because he wanted to fly air-
planes, not helicopters, said his mother, Ilse
Homer. 

He loved to fly and he loved his job, said
Mrs. Homer of her late husband. He would be
honored to have a building named for him, but
would probably also feel the honor was unde-
served. 

Mrs. Homer thanked the Wright-Patterson
Air Force Base community for recognizing her
husband's sacrifice and for providing one more
way to ensure that his legacy will not be for-
gotten.

Building dedication honors Airman killed on 9/11

U.S. Air Force photo by Ben Strasser

Melodie Homer cuts the ceremonial ribbon during the Operations
Building Dedication Oct. 4 at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio. The
building was dedicated in honor of her late husband, Maj. LeRoy W.
Homer Jr., who died Sept. 11, 2001. Overlooking the ribbon cutting are
Col. (ret.) Robert Shondel; Col. Roger Gallet, the 445th Operations Group
commander, Maj. Gen. Robert E. Duignan, the 4th Air Force comman-
der; Ilse Homer, Major Homer's mother; Lt. Gen. Charles E. Stenner, the
Air Force Reserve Command commander; Col. Stephen Goeman, the
445th Airlift Wing commander; Lt. Col. Chris Clark, the 445th Operation
Group deputy commander; Laurel and Alden Homer, Major and Ms.
Homer's children; and one other relative. 

RANDOLPH AIR FORCE BASE,
Texas  — Airmen who were recalled from
or unable to take annual leave this past
year for reasons such as support for contin-
gency operations may be allowed to accu-
mulate more than 75 days at the end of a
fiscal year.

Special leave accrual applies when
deployments or assignments to designated
operational missions at the national level
prohibit members from using leave. It
applies to active duty and Reserve person-
nel under Title 10 of the U.S. Code, and
includes Air National Guard members who
performed full-time training or other full-
time duties for 30 days or more.

"Special leave accrual is designed to pre-

vent Airmen from losing accrued leave if
they're unable to take normal leave due to
significant and unforeseen operational
requirements," said Master Sgt. Licci
Barham, superintendent of customer sup-
port operations at the Air Force Personnel
Center here. 

Airmen cannot use their major com-
mand's recovery time policy as a reason for
reinstatement when accrued leave could
have been taken in its place, she added. 

Airmen who meet the criteria for hav-
ing special leave accrual should contact
their local military personnel section for
additional guidance or call the 24-hour Air
Force Contact Center at (800) 616-3775.

Special leave accrual available
for deployed, nondeployed

members in 'use or lose' status

U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Aaron Allmon
Secretary of the Air Force Michael Donley shares lunch Oct. 11 with Airmen
and recognizes award winners from the Combined Air and Space Operations
Center located in Southwest Asia. The CAOC commands and controls the
broad spectrum of what airpower brings to the fight: Global Vigilance, Global
Reach, and Global Power. 

Sec. Donely visits CAOC

FPCON ALPHAFPCON ALPHA
Applies when there is an increased general threat of possi-
ble terrorist activity against personnel or facilities, and the
nature and extent of the threat are unpredictable.
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on a remote tour. The brief is held every
work day at 9 a.m. Spouses are welcome to
attend.

Post-Deployment Brief 
This mandatory briefing is for active

duty personnel who are returning from
deployment or a remote tour are held daily
at 1:30 p.m. at the A&FRC. For more infor-
mation, call 434-2790.

Preseparation Counseling 
This mandatory briefing for personnel

separating or retiring to be completed at
least 90 days prior to separation  is held
daily at 8:30 a.m. May complete up to 12
months prior to separation or retirement.
This briefing takes approximately 30 min-
utes. For more information, call 434-2839
or 434-2790.

Microsoft Word
This workshop will be held at the

Airman & Family Readiness Center start-
ing Oct. 20 from 2 p.m to 4 p.m.  The class
meets Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday for
two weeks ending Oct. 29. You will learn
how to effectively use Microsoft Word.
There is no cost and the workshop is open
to active duty, retirees, NAF, civil service,
family members and contractors. To regis-
ter, call 434-2790 or e-mail afrc@colum-
bus.af.mil.

Microsoft Excel
This workshop will be held at the

Airman & Family Readiness Center start-
ing Oct. 20 from 4:15 p.m. to 6 15 p.m.
The class meets Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday for two weeks ending Oct. 29.
You will learn how to create and manage
excel spreadsheets, enter data and create
formulas. There is no cost and the course is
open to active duty, retirees, NAF, civil ser-
vice, family members and contractors. To
register, call 434-2790 or email
afrc@columbus.af.mil.

CAFB School Students
Elementary, Middle and High School

Students who reside ON Columbus AFB,
and who desire to attend a school within
the Columbus Municipal School District,
must file a written petition with the
Superintendant of the Lowndes County
School District AND the Superintendant
of the Columbus Municipal School
District, requesting that he/she be trans-
ferred to the Columbus Municipal School
District. The Trustees of the two districts
will act upon the petition NLT their next
regular Board meeting.  Questions, please
contact the Wing School Liaison Officer, E
J Griffis at 434-2792 or via email at e.griff-
is@columbus.af.mil.

School Testing
PSAT/SAT/ACT:  With the 2008- 2009

school year now fully underway, questions
with regard to PSAT/SAT/ACT testing
abound.  The testing window for this bat-
tery of tests is just around the corner.  For
info on the PSAT/SAT, please access
the following Web site: www.college-
board.com.  For information on the ACT,
the Web site is:    www.act.org.  Finally, for
free SAT/ACT Test Preparation Materials,
access the Military HomeFront web site at
http://www.militaryhomefront.dod.mil/
(the link to the free materials is found
under Special Offers).  Direct any ques-
tions you may have to the School Liaison
Office at 434-2792. 

Military Spouse 
Tuition Discount

Columbus AFB military spouses who
enroll in Saint Leo University for the
2008-2009 academic year will receive a
third course free when signing up for two
courses!  Contact Dew White at 434-8844
or visit her in the Personnel Bldg., Room
120 for more information. 

Attention All Deployers
The 14th Communications Squadron

has a new system which allows you to place
“free” telephone calls back home from your
deployed location via DSN.  You can call
every day or once a week; whichever you
prefer (allotted time is 3.5 hours a week).
Pin numbers are required and can be
picked up along with instructions from the
Telephone Systems office located in
Building 900, Room 9.  Please call
434-2020 for additional information.  

DRMO
Authorized personnel may retrieve

property that is marked for DRMO
Facilities only if they are still physically

located in Base Supply. For more informa-
tion, call 434-7233 to review the property
or call Stock Control Section at 434-7179
or 434-7198. To check for authorization
and Demand Processing Section, call
434-7178 to order the property. All other
DRMO processing is done via the Web at
www.drms.dla.mil.

Supply Customer
If you are looking for that special piece

of equipment or furniture for your office,
your point of contact is the Inspection
Section of Base Supply. Inspection main-
tains the Last Look Area, which has used
equipment and furniture turned in from
other organizations that no longer have a
need for the items. All items in the Last
Look Area are available without charge to
your organization. For more information,
you can contact the Inspection Section at
434-7233 or 434-7234.

Zero Overpricing Program-
Incentive Awards

Overpricing is an issue everyone should
be working. All personnel are encouraged
to participate, and will be rewarded for any
tangible savings resulting from their price
challenge. Monetary awards will be given
in accordance with AFI 38-401, The Air
Force Innovative Development Employee
Awareness Program. Advice and guidance
are available by calling the Customer
Service element of Base Supply, located in
Building 158, at 434-7178.

Hallelujah Party
Oct. 29, the Columbus AFB Chapel

Pioneer Clubs program will be hosting a
Hallelujah Party from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Carnival type games will be set up with the
Biblical theme “A Walk through the
Bible”.  Prizes and snacks will be provided.
Costumes are encouraged. No scary cos-
tumes please. For more information, please
call 434-2500.

Weight Loss with Wisdom
Do you need a little extra help with los-

ing weight?  Please join us each Thursday
in the Chapel annex starting Oct. 23 at
4:30 p.m. Please call Joy or Melissa at
434-2500 for more information. 

Pre-Deployment Brief 
There is a mandatory briefing for active

duty personnel who are deploying or going

Base News

Protestant
Sunday: 9 a.m. — Adult Sunday School

10:45 a.m. — Traditional
Worship Service (Children’s Church)

All are invited to a fellowship luncheon fol-
lowing the 10:45 a.m. service the fourth
Sunday of each month

Mt. Vernon Church
The Columbus AFB Mt. Vernon contem-

porary service is held every Sunday at 7 p.m.
in the Base Chapel.

Catholic
Thursday
5 p.m. — Choir Practice

Sunday:
4:30 p.m. — Confession
4:30 p.m. — Choir Practice
5:00 p.m. — Mass 

Airman and Family 
Readiness Center

SOLUTION FOR LAST WEEK
(Current weeks puzzle on page 9)

Wing Newcomers
The wing newcomers brief will be held

Oct. 21 at the Airman and Family
Readiness Center. This brief is for all active
duty and civilian personnel new to
Columbus AFB. Spouses are encouraged to
attend. Please call 434-2790 for more infor-
mation. 

Smooth Move
This event will be held Oct. 22 from

2 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the Airman and
Family Readiness Center.  PCSing mem-
bers/families will receive valuable moving
information.  They will learn what to
expect before moving from TMO, Housing,
Finance, Legal, Billeting, Tri-Care, Medical
Records and the AFRC. Call 434-2790 for
more information. 

(Editor’s note: All activities are offered at
the Airman & Family Readiness Center
unless otherwise specified. For more informa-
tion about any of the activities listed, call
434-2790 or email afrc@columbus.af.mil.)

Chapel Schedule

Building the world’s best warriors, leaders and professional military pilots

Staff Sgt. Rachel Martinez
455th Air Expeditionary Wing

Public Affairs 

BAGRAM AIRFIELD, Afghanistan  —
Members of the 41st Expeditionary
Electronic Combat Squadron here sur-
passed 10,000 combat hours in the EC-
130H Compass Call while supporting
Operation Enduring Freedom in
September.

While assisting International Security
Assistance Force troops move a 41-vehi-
cle convoy, members of the 41st EECS
flew overhead in an EC-130H to disrupt
enemy command and control communi-
cations and limit adversary coordination.

The 41st EECS's 10,000 hours were
amassed over four years, beginning with
their first Operation Enduring Freedom
deployment in March 2004 from Davis-
Monthan Air Force Base, Ariz.

"Our primary mission is to support the
ground troops at the (forward operating
bases) with communications jamming,"
said Maj. James Bands, an operations offi-
cer. "For this aircraft it is extremely diffi-
cult (to reach such a milestone). There
are only 14 of these aircraft in the Air
Force. So it's taken four years of constant
flying at about 2-3,000 hours on one air-
craft a year, in order to accomplish this." 

With only two operational EC-130H
squadrons in the Air Force, many of the
Airmen with the 41st EECS have
deployed multiple times. Capt. Jared
Howard, a navigator, is on his fourth OEF
deployment and has more than 900 com-
bat hours. 

"It's all pretty much the same mission,"

said the native of Pontiac, Ill. "The sorties
seem to be getting longer and longer.
When we first started off, we were just
doing one thing, because everybody didn't
know all our capabilities. So now we've
told people about our abilities, and they
are employing us much more." 

While a typical fighter squadron will
deploy with about a dozen aircraft, the
41st EECS staff deploys with only one or
two EC-130s. Ensuring those few aircraft
are mission ready every day falls on the
shoulders of the 41st Expeditionary
Aircraft Maintenance Unit Airmen.

"The 10,000 flying hours are probably
represented by 80,000 maintenance
hours," said Master Sgt. Carla West, the
production superintendent.

Having one or two airplanes can be
easier because there is less work to do, but
it also doesn't allow for much mainte-
nance down-time, said Staff Sgt. Alex
Rosales, an EC-130H crew chief. 

"If it breaks we have to fix it," he said.
"We don't have another plane to fly. It's a
little more stressful." 

At least three or four times the amount
of flying hours goes into maintaining the
aircraft, said Sergeant Rosales, a native of
Phoenix. The more the aircraft flies, the
better it seems to perform. 

"They seem to fly better on the longer
missions," said Senior Master Sgt. Mike
Zielinski, the maintenance superinten-
dent. "If they fly eight to 12 hours, they
usually come back in good shape. We
haven't been able to figure out why, but
it's something that we enjoy." 

The 41st EECS staff boasts a mission
capable rate exceeding many other air-

frames in U.S. Air Forces Central
Command. This accomplishment is cred-
ited to teamwork, Sergeant Zielinski. 

"Without everybody pitching in as a
team, this mission would not happen," he
said. "I've been here since June and every
week something surprises me. We contin-
ue to hit new plateaus. When I think we
are not going to be able to fly, we manage
to come up with something and are able
to fly." 

Ensuring the aircraft can fly and per-
form its mission safely tops the list of pri-

orities for both maintainers and aircrew. 
"That plane needs to go up every night

because there are guys on the ground
depending on us to do our jobs and
employ our weapon system," Sergeant
West said.

"If we're not here to employ (the EC-
130H), the ground troops really feel the
effects of us not being here," Major Bands
said. 

"Trying to make sure our guys on the
ground are safe — that's the biggest
(reward)," Captain Howard said. 

EC-130 squadron surpasses 10,000 combat hours

U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Rachel Martinez
Staff Sgt. Alex Rosales prepares to launch an EC-130H Compass Call Oct. 6 at
Bagram Airfield, Afghanistan. It took 80,000 maintenance hours to help the 41st
Expeditionary Electronic Attack Squadron members to fly more than 10,000 com-
bat hours in support of Operation Enduring Freedom. Sergeant Rosales is a crew
chief for the 41st Expeditionary Electronic Attack Squadron. 

SAN ANTONIO — This edi-
tion of "Today's Air Force" highlights
the Air Force's unmanned aircraft
systems, or UAS, and how Air Force
officials plan to train more UAS oper-
ators. 

And more Airmen are finding
themselves in non-traditional roles.
At Joint Base Balad in Iraq, a segment
shows how the skills Airmen possess
are being used not only to serve the
Air Force but other services as well. 

Also featured is how Air Force ser-
vice members pay respect to those
who came before them. See a power-
ful account about one prisoner of war
who shares his story and offers advice
for today's Airmen. 

The 30-minute, weekly news show
can be seen every day on The

Pentagon Channel, American Forces
Radio and Television Service stations
around the world, and is available via
podcast at
http://www.af.mil/library/podcast.asp.
The show also airs on more than 100

public cable-access stations within
the United States. If you would like
your local public access
station to carry this program,
send a request to AFNEW.market-
ing@afnews.af.mil. 

'Today's Air Force' features unmanned aircraft systems
Staff Sgt. Michelle
Cooper helps to
prepare a special
meal. Miriam
Panjshiri, director of
women's affairs for
A f g h a n i s t a n ' s
Panjshir province,
and her sister,
Nasrene, hosted the
PRT's affairs team for
a time of fellowship
and an Afghan
cooking class Oct.
2. Sergeant Cooper
is the services
superintendent for
the Panjshir
P r o v i n c i a l
R e c o n s t r u c t i o n
Team.

Women teach Afghan cuisine

U.S. Army photo
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THE AMERICAN LEGION, POST 69

INVITES YOU TO COME BY AND RELAX
HOME OF THE $1.50 BEER - MIXES IF YOU BYOB

(NO BEER PLEASE)

BINGO ON MON. & FRI. WITH (2) $1,000.00 JACKPOTS
6PM ‘TIL

SNACK BAR ON MON., FRI. & SAT. NIGHTS
VLC MACHINES • POOL TABLES • DARTS

46” WIDE SCREEN TV
WE’RE OPEN: 

Monday-Saturday 4PM ‘TIL
MEMBERSHIP IS NOT REQUIRED TO ENJOY OUR HOSPITALITY, BUT 

WOULD BE GLAD TO HAVE YOU AS A MEMBER IF YOU ARE ELIGIBLE.

LOCATED OFF CHUBBY DRIVE, FROM THE BASE - TURN ON BLUECUTT THEN 1ST RIGHT ONTO  CHUBBY 
DRIVE, AND LEFT ON GRAVEL ROAD AT THE CORNER. FROM DOWNTOWN TOWARDS THE BASE - TURN 

RIGHT AFTER REX’S ON TO CHUBBY DRIVE AND GO STRAIGHT ONTO THE GRAVEL ROAD AT THE CORNER.

1913 Hwy. 45 N. Columbus, MS

Military Discount

20% Off
with photo ID

Offer may not be combined with any other offer or discount.

A CFC participant. 
Provided as a public service.

®

®

Guide dogs
Service dogs
Therapy dogs

www.VetDogs.org
866-VETDOGS
(866-838-3647)

371 E. Main Street
Smithtown, NY 11787

SUNDAY
Bible Study (All Ages) ......... 9:15AM

Morning Worship ............. 10:30AM

Children’s Handbells ........... 4:30PM

Adult Bible Study ................ 5:00PM

Youth Praise Choir
Pre-School Choir

Children’s Graded Choir
Evening Worship ................ 6:00PM

WEDNESDAY
AWANA .............................. 6:00PM
Prayer Service & Adult Bible Study.... 6:30PM

Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal....... 7:30PM

East EndEast End
Baptist ChurchBaptist Church

380 Hwy. 50 West, P.O.Box 8480
662.328.5915

www.eastendbc.org

LIFE through 
prevention &

control.

www.amc.org

PROVIDED AS A PUBLIC SERVICE. a CFC participant

7620 Little River Turnpike
Suite 600

Annandale, VA 22003

888-728-2762
www.christianservicecharities.org
a CFC participant
Provided as a public service.

Christian Service
Charities

WHO WE ARE
AND 

WHAT WE DO
Q: What is Christian Service

Charities?
A: CSC is a federation of many
Christian charities that have joined
together to address crucial needs in
America and all over the world.

Q: What does CSC do?
A: CSC member charities provide a
multitude of services to people in
America and all over the world,
including:  promoting Christianity,
educating children, feeding the hungry,
improving healthcare, communicating
the importance of family values,
defending and promoting religious
freedom and human rights, providing
disaster relief, and teaching job skills
and self-reliance.

A: A free Directory of Charities is
available by calling toll free
1.888.728.2762 or visit our web page
www.christianservicecharities.org

Q. How can I find out more 
about CSC?

Life Happens…
%XW��LW�GRHVQ�W�KDYH�WR�LQWHUUXSW�WKH�
FRPSOHWLRQ�RI�\RXU�&ROOHJH�'HJUHH��

,I�\RX�EHJDQ�D�GHJUHH�EXW�GLGQ�W�KDYH�D�
FKDQFH�WR�FRPSOHWH�LW��08:�FDQ�KHOS�

7KH�%DFKHORUV�RI�*HQHUDO�6WXGLHV�GHJUHH�LV�
IOH[LEOH�DQG�DOORZV�IRU�PD[LPXP�WUDQVIHU�RI�
FUHGLW��9LVLW�ZZZ�PXZ�HGX�IRU�PRUH�LQIR��
RU�FDOO�'U��%HDQ�DW��������������

5HJLVWUDWLRQ�EHJLQV�-DQXDU\��WK�

TThhiiss wweeeekk iinn hhiissttoorryy
OOccttoobbeerr 1122,, 11992277

Wright Field replaces McCook Field as the Air Service test site. OOccttoobbeerr 1122,, 11997777
The first class of five U.S. Air Force women 

navigators graduates, with three of the five
assigned to Military Airlift Command aircrews.

OOccttoobbeerr 1133,, 11997722
Capt. Jeffrey S. Feinstein achieves ace status 

by shooting down his fifth MiG-21

OOccttoobbeerr 1144,, 11994477
Capt. Charles E. Yeager at Muroc Army Air Field, Calif. makes the first

faster-than-sound flight, in a rocket-powered research plane, Bell 
XS-1 rocket ship. Captain Yeager is awarded the Mackay Trophy

for the most meritorious flight of the year.

1924, the United States Air
Corps had outgrown the
facilities at McCook Field.
Hoping to keep the Air Corps
in Dayton, the city officials
and residents donated 5,250
acres of land on the city's
outskirts. The Air Corps
accepted the land and built
Wright Field on the site. The
base was named Wright Field
to honor Orville and Wilbur
Wright's contributions to
flight. The Wrights had tested
many of their early airplanes
in the vicinity of Wright Field.
Wright Field formally opened
in 1927.

Colonel (USAF Retired) Jeffrey S. Feinstein was a career officer in the
United States Air Force. In 1972 during the Vietnam War, while flying as a
weapon systems officer (WSO) aboard F-4 Phantom IIs, Feinstein
downed five enemy aircraft, thereby becoming a flying ace, the last
ace produced by the USAF.

Feinstein graduated from the United States Air Force Academy in
1968. His actions, for which he received multiple awards of the
Distinguished Flying Cross and Silver Star for his first four kills and the Air
Force Cross for his fifth kill, took place prior to and during Operation
Linebacker in 1972 while Feinstein was a member of the 13th Tactical
Fighter Squadron, part of the 432nd Tactical Reconnaissance Wing,
based at Udon Royal Thai Air Force Base, Thailand.

His nickname/tactical callsign was "Fang." Having originally been
designated as an Air Force Navigator, he was given a vision waiver after
Vietnam, sent to Undergraduate Pilot Training and redesignated as an
Air Force pilot in the fighter community.

(Editors Note: this information provided by wikipedia.com)

Charles Elwood "Chuck" Yeager (born
February 13, 1923) was a brigadier general
in the United States Air Force and a noted
test pilot. In 1947, he became the first pilot
(at age 24) to travel faster than sound in
level flight and ascent. Originally retiring as
a brigadier general, Yeager was promoted
to major general on the Air Force's retired list
20 years later for his military achievements.
His career began in World War II as a private
in the U.S. Army Air Forces. After serving as
an aircraft mechanic, in September, 1942
he entered enlisted pilot training and upon
graduation was promoted to the rank of
Flight Officer (WW 2 U.S. Army Air Forces
rank equivalent to Warrant Officer) and
became a P-51 Mustang fighter pilot. After
the war he became a test pilot of many
kinds of aircraft and rocket planes. Yeager
was the first man to break the sound barrier
on October 14, 1947, flying the experimen-
tal Bell X-1 at Mach 1 at an altitude of
13,700 m (45,000 ft). Although Scott
Crossfield was the first man to fly faster than
Mach 2 in 1953, Yeager shortly thereafter
exceeded Mach 2.4.[1] He later command-
ed fighter squadrons and wings in Germany
and in Southeast Asia during the Vietnam

War, and in recognition of the outstanding performance ratings of those units he then was pro-
moted to brigadier general. Yeager's flying career spans more than sixty years and has taken
him to every corner of the globe, even into the Soviet Union during the height of the Cold War.

(Editors Note: this information provided by wikipedia.com)
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AIRLIFT AIRCRAFT
To solve, place an airlift aircraft into each box so that each row

across, each column down, and each small 9-box square within the
larger diagram will contain each of the following airlift aircraft: C-5,
C-17, C-21, C-130, CV-22, HH-60, KC-10, KC-135 and MH-53. In
other words, no aircraft may appear more than once in any row, col-
umn, or smaller 9-box square. Working with the planes already given
as a guide, complete each diagram with the missing ranks that will
lead to the correct solution.

The Cornhusker 
State Base 

Capt. Tony Wickman
USAFE Public Affairs

ACROSS
1. ___ Vegas
4. ___ alai
7. Donkey
10. USAF E-4
13. Bullring cheer
14. Engine need
15. Also
16. Aglow
17. Former HQs at the
Cornhusker State base
18. Bother
19. Disenfranchise
21. Daze
23. _ ___, said the blind
man ...
24. Gird
28. Should
30. Questions
33. Bother
34. Burn residue
35. Small opening
36. ____ Grande
37. Bring in
40. Destitute
41. Boxing outcome
43. Dash; impetuous ardor
45. Open space in a forest
48. ___ Got a Secret
50. First capital of Japan
51. Bath place
52. Homer’s neighbor
53. Black

54. Second son of Isaac
56. Adult
58. B-18
59. Shrek was one
62. Beasts
66. On the ___; running
from the law
68. Mining goal
70. Formerly
71. Feline
72. Mock
73. See 32 DOWN
74. Mil. phone system
75. Flirtatious
76. Victory
77. ___ Moines

DOWN
1. ___ Alamos
2. Sigh
3. Cult
4. See 11 DOWN
5. Part of USAF
6. Type
7. Dined
8. Male offspring
9. USAF PME for O-3s
10. Cut vertically
11. EC-135; plane
assigned at the
Cornhusker State base
12. Fit to _ ___
20. P-38; one time aircraft
at the Cornhusker State
base
22. Combat Command
currently at the
Cornhusker State base
25. Hearing tool

26. Erase
27. EC-135 __ Glass; one
time mission at the
Cornhusker State base
28. Galoot
29. Deploy
30. Viper
31. Clump about
32. Drink invented in the
Cornhusker State
38. Tribe
39. Listen
42. Above
44. Negative reply
46. Couple
47. Wane
49. Tokyo, formerly
54. Brig. Gen. James ___;
current 55 WG/CC at
Cornhusker State base
55. Foreigner
57. Little ____
58. Heartland of America
___; Cornhusker State
base tenant unit
60. Highway
61. Great Lake
63. MAJCOM the
Cornhusker State base is
assigned
64. Mekong Delta denizen
65. Pig’s pen
66. Canon
67. Overseas mil. Address
starter
69. O’Neill and Harris
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Nov. 3 - Tops in Blue @ MUW

Nov. 4 - Election Day

Nov. 8 - City of Columbus Veteran’s Day Parade

Nov. 11 - Veteran’s Day Holiday

Nov. 12 - 09-10 Track Select

Nov. 12 - MSG Complex Ribbon Cutting

Nov. 12 - Happy Fund Golf Tournament

Nov. 14 - 09-02 SUPT Graduation
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10-01 Pilot
Partner
Welcome 
6 p.m. @ MS
Coffee House

09-09 Track
Select 5 p.m.
@ Club

Daedalians
Dinner 
@ 6 p.m.

Quarterly
Awards
Luncheon
11:30 a.m. @
Club

09-01
Graduation:
Maj. Gen.
Eichhorn

Women’s
Health Fair 
8-11 a.m. @
Clinic

BLAZE
Lunch Bunch
11 a.m. - 
2 p.m. @ Club

BLAZE
Lunch Bunch
11 a.m. - 
2 p.m. @ Club

Civilian
Health Fair
8-11 a.m. @
AFRC

09-02
Assignment
Night
5 p.m. @ Club

Vendor Fair
9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
@ Trotter
Convention
Center

Enlisted
Promotions
3:30 p.m. @
Club

OG Career
Day

Civilian 
Fly-In

Daylight
Savings Time
Ends 2 a.m.

Halloween

29 3028

Maj. Paul Kopecki 
376th Expeditionary Force Support

Squadron commander

MANAS AIR BASE, Kyrgyzstan —
In my business, I get a lot of advice. From
general officers to brand new Airmen, all
have high expectations and strong opinions
when it comes to quality of life programs in
our Air Force. And they should. That's one
of the benefits of life in the Air Force over
our sister services--we are stereotyped as the
service that provides the best quality of life
for our people and their families. But in our
age of instant access and gratification, it's
also easy to lose the bubble on what really
matters. 

Today, Manas Air Base is a centerpiece for
U.S. military strategy and national objec-
tives. We're defending our nation abroad in
its greatest hour of need. It just doesn't get
any better than this in an Air Force career.
Yet we too are susceptible to losing perspec-
tive on how important our mission is and on
how good we have it here. 

Yogi Bera once said, "You can observe a
lot by watching." Yogi's simplicity is as pro-
found as it is funny. From his humor comes a
fundamental truth — sometimes we ignore
the obvious by failing to open our eyes. 

Take a look around us. We're hundreds of

miles from the battlefront. We're living in
hardened billets with indoor plumbing. We
have the option to eat 24-hours-a-day. We
have open access to continuous fitness and
recreation programs. We have OBRs that
take us horseback riding, hiking and golfing
across the beautiful landscapes of Kyrgyzstan. 

We're meeting future life-long friends and
gaining invaluable experiences. Imagine
telling your grandchildren about how little
Manas Air Base was the linchpin in
America's efforts to win the war in
Afghanistan and bring stability to the free
world, and you were there. 

Now, take a look at that Soldier who's
heading down range in harm's way for the
next 15 months of his or her life. The one
who will be taking convoys down improvised
explosive device-laden roads, sleeping in
lean-tos, eating MREs for months on end,
and missing family more than you or I could
ever imagine. And remember...some of them
won't come back. Think of them. 

Most of us are here for four months or less.
Four months! So the next time you see a
Soldier or Marine, you need to thank them
for their and their family's sacrifice. And the
next time your feel your personal expecta-
tions aren't being met, you need to ask your-
self if you've lost the bubble on what really
matters. 

Don't lose the bubble

Col. Mark Brown
14th Mission Support
Group Commander

According to the U.S.
Department of Agriculture,
food prices rose 4 percent in the
U.S. last year, the highest rise
since 1990, and are expected to
climb as much again this year.
Rising prices, tight budgets and
an unpredictable economy are
the primary reasons commis-
saries are consistently rated as
one of the top benefits for
today's military. According to
Marty Roberts, Columbus AFB
Commissary Manager, the BLAZE Team
should expect good prices and great service
each time they shop at the local commissary. 

Commissaries achieve over  $5 billion in
annual sales and are located almost every-
where you find military members.  The com-
missary benefit is not a recent innovation.
Sales of goods from commissary department
storehouses to military personnel began in
1825, when Army personnel at specified
posts could make purchases for their person-
al use, paying at–cost prices. By 1841 person-
nel could also purchase items for members of
their immediate families.

Commissary customers purchase items at
cost plus a 5 percent surcharge, which covers
the cost of building new commissaries and
modernizing existing ones.  Shoppers save an

average of more than 30 percent on their
purchases compared to prices in the sur-
rounding community. This equates to a sav-

ings worth about $3,000 annual-
ly for a family of four.  In regards
to pricing, commissaries are
required by law to sell items at
prices set only high enough to
recover item cost, with no profit
or overhead factored into item
price.  This pricing method is
written into law by Congress so
you can expect the same pricing
method at every commissary. 

It is also important to under-
stand that commissaries buy the
items that they sell from com-

mercial suppliers and are therefore subject to
the forces of the commercial marketplace.
Although the commissary sells items at-cost,
there are several reasons you may find select-
ed items at lower prices in commercial stores.
One reason is that commercial stores often
sell items as "loss leaders" at prices below
their cost prices to attract customers who
they hope will buy other high profit items
during their shopping trip to get the low
price "loss leaders." Because commissaries are
required by law to sell items at cost, no more
and no less, you will not see an exaggerated
low price to lure you in for other purchases.
The guarantee is that you will save an aver-
age of 30 percent or more on your grocery bill
versus what you would pay in a commercial
store for the same array of items.   In a year

for an average family of four, this savings
could put as much as $3,000 back in your
pocket. 

Our random selection of items easily vali-
dated a savings of 21 percent. Your food
choices will obviously make the amount of
savings vary. However, beyond saving money,
you should also know that your Commissary
is a good neighbor.  In recent years, commis-
saries have focused on finding ways to
increase their impact on the local communi-
ty. The Scholarships for Military Children
program, funded by manufacturers and bro-
kers who sell groceries in commissaries, has
awarded over $6.4 million and 4,132 scholar-
ships to children in military families. In addi-
tion, commissaries have taken cost savings to
the total force. For example, last July the
commissary had an on-site sale at Camp
McCain in Grenada, Miss. In September,
your commissary conducted an on-site sale in
Tupelo, Miss. There are two more on-site
sales scheduled for Nov. 1 and 2 at Camp
McCain and Dec. 6 and 7 in Tuscaloosa, Ala.

These sales are focused on serving our guard
units who are engaged worldwide in the
Global War on Terror.  

In the long term, food prices are expect-
ed to stabilize and eventually prices will go
down.  When they do, your commissary
prices will go down as well and always be just
5 percent above cost.   In the short term,
however, consumers still face at least 10 years
of more expensive food, according to the US.
Department of Agriculture projections.  This
combined with the fact that food accounts
for roughly 13 percent of the average family’s
budget and the fact that your commissary is a
great neighbor are all the more reasons why
every service member should take advantage
of the special benefit provided by commis-
saries. 

To check the accuracy of this guarantee,
we sent a mystery shopper to a local grocery
store to compare prices. 

Tough economy – Commissary still your best choice

Commissary Vs. Competitor

Product

Red Apples
Bananas

Crisco Vegetable Oil (48 oz)
Can of Del Monte Cut Green Beans

Can of Del Monte Whole Kernel Corn
Folgers Classic Roast Med.

Folgers Gourmet Morning Cafe
Coffee-Mate Coffe Creamer 16 oz

Chips Ahoy Chocolate Chip Cookies
T-bone Steak (Net wt .92)

Beef Back Ribs (Net wt 4.70)
Ground Meat 93% Lean (Net wt 1.63)
Tide Laundry Detergent 141 oz 80 load

Gain 190 oz 120 load
Snuggle Fabric Softener 40 Sheets
Huggies size 4 mega (46 diapers)

Pampers size 4 (52 diapers)
Purina One Dog  Food 18 lb

Fiskies 50.4 oz
Charmin Ultra Strong 12 rolls

Porkloin Center Cut Loin Chops
Oscar Meyer Bacon 16 oz

DiGiorno Pizza
Dairy Fresh Milk 1 gallon

Eggs 18 Large
Lays Wavy Original Potato Chips

Soda (Coke) 12 pk
2 Liter Pepsi

Minute Maid Original Orange Juice
Dasani 24 Water Bottles

Boutny Paper Towels 6 rolls
Golden Bake Bread

Country Crock Butter (45 oz)
Blue Bell Homemade Vanilla Ice Cream

Savings of 21%

$1.19/lb
$0.54/lb

$2.99
$0.67
$0.99
$5.99
$4.66
$2.45
$2.84
$4.68
$9.54
$3.37
$15.40
$16.70
$1.79
$15.98
$16.19
$16.99
$3.29
$5.79
$4.35
$3.00
$4.00
$3.56
$1.87
$2.49
$2.99
$0.86
$4.79
$4.99
$9.77
$1.14
$2.99
$4.06

$185.64

$1.48/lb
$0.64/lb

$3.88
$0.96
$0.96
$6.48
$5.62
$3.54
$2.50
$8.24

$10.21
$6.37

$14.62
$15.76
$1.87

$19.47
$19.97
$19.96
$4.28
$8.56
$9.24
$4.12
$5.50
$4.97
$2.88
$2.88
$3.98
$1.38
$5.78
$5.98
$9.77
$1.08
$2.98
$1.88

$226.99

$0.29
$0.10
$0.89
$0.29
$0.03
$0.49
$0.96
$1.09
$0.34
$3.56
$0.67
$3.00
$0.78
$0.94
$0.08
$3.58
$3.78
$2.97
$0.99
$2.77
$4.89
$1.12
$1.50
$1.41
$1.01
$0.39
$0.99
$0.52
$0.99
$0.99
$2.47
$0.06
$0.01
$1.67

$41.35

Commisary
Price

Competitor
Price Savings
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“Check out” the Base Commissary“Check out” the Base Commissary
2nd Lt. Jeffrey Weger

14th Flying Training Wing Commander’s
Action Group

What if I told you there was a grocery store
which has not only good food coupled with low
prices but excellent customer service? The
Columbus AFB commissary, along with another
263 commissaries in more than 13 different coun-
tries strives to provide the military community
with great food at low prices.  

The mission of the commissary is to deliver a
premier benefit to the armed services community
which encourages an exciting shopping experi-
ence, satisfies customer demand for quality gro-
cery and household products and to deliver
exceptional savings. 

The origins of the commissary system can be
traced to the Revolutionary War and the efforts
to provide embattled colonial troops with the
equipment they required. Sales of goods from
commissary department storehouses to military
members began in 1826, when Army officers at

specified posts were allowed to make purchases,
paying at-cost for their personal use. 

By 1841, an officer could also purchase for
members of his immediate family. The modern
concept of “sales commissaries” was legislated in
1866 and actually began in 1867, when officers
and enlisted men could make at-cost purchases. 

By the early 1990s, the Department of Defense
created the Defense Commissary Agency, to con-
solidate each service’s commissary service into
one organization which could consistently and
efficiently provide for the entire military. DeCA’s
commissary system is available to active duty,
guard and reserve as well as retired service-mem-
bers.   

Today, your Columbus AFB commissary pro-
vides a modern shopping environment while
establishing itself as an essential element of the
social fabric of the base.  The commissary sells
groceries at-cost plus a five percent surcharge,
which covers administrative fees and other costs
which must be paid to remain open. None of the
money taken from sales generates a profit, passing

on a savings which average almost 30 percent as
compared to retail grocers in town.  The grocery
baggers are paid by tip only, so make sure you
share the wealth by passing a portion of the sav-
ings you receive their way. 

Not only does the commissary provide gro-
ceries, but the deli offers a variety of services to
include snack trays and custom-made sandwich-
es. For the trays and baskets, however, the pro-
duce department requires a minimum 24 hour
notice. As part of an outreach program, the com-
missary conducts offsite sales guard bases, selling
in items in bulk at very competitive prices.  

With the economy in rough shape and food
prices on the rise, the CAFB commissary offers
many opportunities to save money on groceries
every week. 

For more information regarding offsite sales
and the commissary system in general, please
visit DeCA’s website at http://www.commis-
saries.com. 

Hours of Operation

Monday: Closed
Tuesday: 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Wednesday: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Thursday: 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Friday: 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Saturday; 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Sunday: Noon to 6 p.m.

U.S. Air Force photo by Airman Josh Harbin
Pat Brock, wife of a retired master sergeant, browses through the produce
department at the Columbus AFB Commissary. 

U.S. Air Force photo by Airman Josh Harbin

The Columbus AFB Commissary staff works diligently to ensure speedy service
to its patrons during a morning rush. 

U.S. Air Force photo by Airman Josh Harbin

Master Sgt. George Evans, 14th Security Forces Squadron and 14th Wing Staff
Agency First Sergeant, uses the self-checkout lane at the Commissary. The
self-checkout lanes were implemented for speed and efficiency for customers
with fewer items. 

Second Lt. Clay
Toerner, 14th
Operational
Support
Squadron,
selects a leg of
lamb from the
meat depart-
ment at the
Columbus AFB
Commissary.
Commissary
meat depart-
ments sell high
quality meat
products at sig-
nificantly lower
prices com-
pared to those
of supermar-
kets. 

U.S. Air Force photo by Airman Josh Harbin

Doris Cockrell assists commissary patron Teneva Greene in the Columbus AFB
Commissary’s deli. The deli department there is a contracted service which
provides quality fresh meats and cheeses as a service to active duty, reserve,
guard and retired servicemembers. 

U.S. Air Force photo by Airman Josh Harbin
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AIRLIFT AIRCRAFT
To solve, place an airlift aircraft into each box so that each row

across, each column down, and each small 9-box square within the
larger diagram will contain each of the following airlift aircraft: C-5,
C-17, C-21, C-130, CV-22, HH-60, KC-10, KC-135 and MH-53. In
other words, no aircraft may appear more than once in any row, col-
umn, or smaller 9-box square. Working with the planes already given
as a guide, complete each diagram with the missing ranks that will
lead to the correct solution.

The Cornhusker 
State Base 

Capt. Tony Wickman
USAFE Public Affairs

ACROSS
1. ___ Vegas
4. ___ alai
7. Donkey
10. USAF E-4
13. Bullring cheer
14. Engine need
15. Also
16. Aglow
17. Former HQs at the
Cornhusker State base
18. Bother
19. Disenfranchise
21. Daze
23. _ ___, said the blind
man ...
24. Gird
28. Should
30. Questions
33. Bother
34. Burn residue
35. Small opening
36. ____ Grande
37. Bring in
40. Destitute
41. Boxing outcome
43. Dash; impetuous ardor
45. Open space in a forest
48. ___ Got a Secret
50. First capital of Japan
51. Bath place
52. Homer’s neighbor
53. Black

54. Second son of Isaac
56. Adult
58. B-18
59. Shrek was one
62. Beasts
66. On the ___; running
from the law
68. Mining goal
70. Formerly
71. Feline
72. Mock
73. See 32 DOWN
74. Mil. phone system
75. Flirtatious
76. Victory
77. ___ Moines

DOWN
1. ___ Alamos
2. Sigh
3. Cult
4. See 11 DOWN
5. Part of USAF
6. Type
7. Dined
8. Male offspring
9. USAF PME for O-3s
10. Cut vertically
11. EC-135; plane
assigned at the
Cornhusker State base
12. Fit to _ ___
20. P-38; one time aircraft
at the Cornhusker State
base
22. Combat Command
currently at the
Cornhusker State base
25. Hearing tool

26. Erase
27. EC-135 __ Glass; one
time mission at the
Cornhusker State base
28. Galoot
29. Deploy
30. Viper
31. Clump about
32. Drink invented in the
Cornhusker State
38. Tribe
39. Listen
42. Above
44. Negative reply
46. Couple
47. Wane
49. Tokyo, formerly
54. Brig. Gen. James ___;
current 55 WG/CC at
Cornhusker State base
55. Foreigner
57. Little ____
58. Heartland of America
___; Cornhusker State
base tenant unit
60. Highway
61. Great Lake
63. MAJCOM the
Cornhusker State base is
assigned
64. Mekong Delta denizen
65. Pig’s pen
66. Canon
67. Overseas mil. Address
starter
69. O’Neill and Harris
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Nov. 11 - Veteran’s Day Holiday
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10-01 Pilot
Partner
Welcome 
6 p.m. @ MS
Coffee House

09-09 Track
Select 5 p.m.
@ Club

Daedalians
Dinner 
@ 6 p.m.

Quarterly
Awards
Luncheon
11:30 a.m. @
Club

09-01
Graduation:
Maj. Gen.
Eichhorn

Women’s
Health Fair 
8-11 a.m. @
Clinic

BLAZE
Lunch Bunch
11 a.m. - 
2 p.m. @ Club

BLAZE
Lunch Bunch
11 a.m. - 
2 p.m. @ Club

Civilian
Health Fair
8-11 a.m. @
AFRC

09-02
Assignment
Night
5 p.m. @ Club

Vendor Fair
9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
@ Trotter
Convention
Center

Enlisted
Promotions
3:30 p.m. @
Club

OG Career
Day

Civilian 
Fly-In

Daylight
Savings Time
Ends 2 a.m.

Halloween
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Maj. Paul Kopecki 
376th Expeditionary Force Support

Squadron commander

MANAS AIR BASE, Kyrgyzstan —
In my business, I get a lot of advice. From
general officers to brand new Airmen, all
have high expectations and strong opinions
when it comes to quality of life programs in
our Air Force. And they should. That's one
of the benefits of life in the Air Force over
our sister services--we are stereotyped as the
service that provides the best quality of life
for our people and their families. But in our
age of instant access and gratification, it's
also easy to lose the bubble on what really
matters. 

Today, Manas Air Base is a centerpiece for
U.S. military strategy and national objec-
tives. We're defending our nation abroad in
its greatest hour of need. It just doesn't get
any better than this in an Air Force career.
Yet we too are susceptible to losing perspec-
tive on how important our mission is and on
how good we have it here. 

Yogi Bera once said, "You can observe a
lot by watching." Yogi's simplicity is as pro-
found as it is funny. From his humor comes a
fundamental truth — sometimes we ignore
the obvious by failing to open our eyes. 

Take a look around us. We're hundreds of

miles from the battlefront. We're living in
hardened billets with indoor plumbing. We
have the option to eat 24-hours-a-day. We
have open access to continuous fitness and
recreation programs. We have OBRs that
take us horseback riding, hiking and golfing
across the beautiful landscapes of Kyrgyzstan. 

We're meeting future life-long friends and
gaining invaluable experiences. Imagine
telling your grandchildren about how little
Manas Air Base was the linchpin in
America's efforts to win the war in
Afghanistan and bring stability to the free
world, and you were there. 

Now, take a look at that Soldier who's
heading down range in harm's way for the
next 15 months of his or her life. The one
who will be taking convoys down improvised
explosive device-laden roads, sleeping in
lean-tos, eating MREs for months on end,
and missing family more than you or I could
ever imagine. And remember...some of them
won't come back. Think of them. 

Most of us are here for four months or less.
Four months! So the next time you see a
Soldier or Marine, you need to thank them
for their and their family's sacrifice. And the
next time your feel your personal expecta-
tions aren't being met, you need to ask your-
self if you've lost the bubble on what really
matters. 

Don't lose the bubble

Col. Mark Brown
14th Mission Support
Group Commander

According to the U.S.
Department of Agriculture,
food prices rose 4 percent in the
U.S. last year, the highest rise
since 1990, and are expected to
climb as much again this year.
Rising prices, tight budgets and
an unpredictable economy are
the primary reasons commis-
saries are consistently rated as
one of the top benefits for
today's military. According to
Marty Roberts, Columbus AFB
Commissary Manager, the BLAZE Team
should expect good prices and great service
each time they shop at the local commissary. 

Commissaries achieve over  $5 billion in
annual sales and are located almost every-
where you find military members.  The com-
missary benefit is not a recent innovation.
Sales of goods from commissary department
storehouses to military personnel began in
1825, when Army personnel at specified
posts could make purchases for their person-
al use, paying at–cost prices. By 1841 person-
nel could also purchase items for members of
their immediate families.

Commissary customers purchase items at
cost plus a 5 percent surcharge, which covers
the cost of building new commissaries and
modernizing existing ones.  Shoppers save an

average of more than 30 percent on their
purchases compared to prices in the sur-
rounding community. This equates to a sav-

ings worth about $3,000 annual-
ly for a family of four.  In regards
to pricing, commissaries are
required by law to sell items at
prices set only high enough to
recover item cost, with no profit
or overhead factored into item
price.  This pricing method is
written into law by Congress so
you can expect the same pricing
method at every commissary. 

It is also important to under-
stand that commissaries buy the
items that they sell from com-

mercial suppliers and are therefore subject to
the forces of the commercial marketplace.
Although the commissary sells items at-cost,
there are several reasons you may find select-
ed items at lower prices in commercial stores.
One reason is that commercial stores often
sell items as "loss leaders" at prices below
their cost prices to attract customers who
they hope will buy other high profit items
during their shopping trip to get the low
price "loss leaders." Because commissaries are
required by law to sell items at cost, no more
and no less, you will not see an exaggerated
low price to lure you in for other purchases.
The guarantee is that you will save an aver-
age of 30 percent or more on your grocery bill
versus what you would pay in a commercial
store for the same array of items.   In a year

for an average family of four, this savings
could put as much as $3,000 back in your
pocket. 

Our random selection of items easily vali-
dated a savings of 21 percent. Your food
choices will obviously make the amount of
savings vary. However, beyond saving money,
you should also know that your Commissary
is a good neighbor.  In recent years, commis-
saries have focused on finding ways to
increase their impact on the local communi-
ty. The Scholarships for Military Children
program, funded by manufacturers and bro-
kers who sell groceries in commissaries, has
awarded over $6.4 million and 4,132 scholar-
ships to children in military families. In addi-
tion, commissaries have taken cost savings to
the total force. For example, last July the
commissary had an on-site sale at Camp
McCain in Grenada, Miss. In September,
your commissary conducted an on-site sale in
Tupelo, Miss. There are two more on-site
sales scheduled for Nov. 1 and 2 at Camp
McCain and Dec. 6 and 7 in Tuscaloosa, Ala.

These sales are focused on serving our guard
units who are engaged worldwide in the
Global War on Terror.  

In the long term, food prices are expect-
ed to stabilize and eventually prices will go
down.  When they do, your commissary
prices will go down as well and always be just
5 percent above cost.   In the short term,
however, consumers still face at least 10 years
of more expensive food, according to the US.
Department of Agriculture projections.  This
combined with the fact that food accounts
for roughly 13 percent of the average family’s
budget and the fact that your commissary is a
great neighbor are all the more reasons why
every service member should take advantage
of the special benefit provided by commis-
saries. 

To check the accuracy of this guarantee,
we sent a mystery shopper to a local grocery
store to compare prices. 

Tough economy – Commissary still your best choice

Commissary Vs. Competitor

Product

Red Apples
Bananas

Crisco Vegetable Oil (48 oz)
Can of Del Monte Cut Green Beans

Can of Del Monte Whole Kernel Corn
Folgers Classic Roast Med.

Folgers Gourmet Morning Cafe
Coffee-Mate Coffe Creamer 16 oz

Chips Ahoy Chocolate Chip Cookies
T-bone Steak (Net wt .92)

Beef Back Ribs (Net wt 4.70)
Ground Meat 93% Lean (Net wt 1.63)
Tide Laundry Detergent 141 oz 80 load

Gain 190 oz 120 load
Snuggle Fabric Softener 40 Sheets
Huggies size 4 mega (46 diapers)

Pampers size 4 (52 diapers)
Purina One Dog  Food 18 lb

Fiskies 50.4 oz
Charmin Ultra Strong 12 rolls

Porkloin Center Cut Loin Chops
Oscar Meyer Bacon 16 oz

DiGiorno Pizza
Dairy Fresh Milk 1 gallon

Eggs 18 Large
Lays Wavy Original Potato Chips

Soda (Coke) 12 pk
2 Liter Pepsi

Minute Maid Original Orange Juice
Dasani 24 Water Bottles

Boutny Paper Towels 6 rolls
Golden Bake Bread

Country Crock Butter (45 oz)
Blue Bell Homemade Vanilla Ice Cream

Savings of 21%

$1.19/lb
$0.54/lb

$2.99
$0.67
$0.99
$5.99
$4.66
$2.45
$2.84
$4.68
$9.54
$3.37
$15.40
$16.70
$1.79
$15.98
$16.19
$16.99
$3.29
$5.79
$4.35
$3.00
$4.00
$3.56
$1.87
$2.49
$2.99
$0.86
$4.79
$4.99
$9.77
$1.14
$2.99
$4.06

$185.64

$1.48/lb
$0.64/lb

$3.88
$0.96
$0.96
$6.48
$5.62
$3.54
$2.50
$8.24

$10.21
$6.37

$14.62
$15.76
$1.87

$19.47
$19.97
$19.96
$4.28
$8.56
$9.24
$4.12
$5.50
$4.97
$2.88
$2.88
$3.98
$1.38
$5.78
$5.98
$9.77
$1.08
$2.98
$1.88

$226.99

$0.29
$0.10
$0.89
$0.29
$0.03
$0.49
$0.96
$1.09
$0.34
$3.56
$0.67
$3.00
$0.78
$0.94
$0.08
$3.58
$3.78
$2.97
$0.99
$2.77
$4.89
$1.12
$1.50
$1.41
$1.01
$0.39
$0.99
$0.52
$0.99
$0.99
$2.47
$0.06
$0.01
$1.67

$41.35

Commisary
Price

Competitor
Price Savings
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on a remote tour. The brief is held every
work day at 9 a.m. Spouses are welcome to
attend.

Post-Deployment Brief 
This mandatory briefing is for active

duty personnel who are returning from
deployment or a remote tour are held daily
at 1:30 p.m. at the A&FRC. For more infor-
mation, call 434-2790.

Preseparation Counseling 
This mandatory briefing for personnel

separating or retiring to be completed at
least 90 days prior to separation  is held
daily at 8:30 a.m. May complete up to 12
months prior to separation or retirement.
This briefing takes approximately 30 min-
utes. For more information, call 434-2839
or 434-2790.

Microsoft Word
This workshop will be held at the

Airman & Family Readiness Center start-
ing Oct. 20 from 2 p.m to 4 p.m.  The class
meets Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday for
two weeks ending Oct. 29. You will learn
how to effectively use Microsoft Word.
There is no cost and the workshop is open
to active duty, retirees, NAF, civil service,
family members and contractors. To regis-
ter, call 434-2790 or e-mail afrc@colum-
bus.af.mil.

Microsoft Excel
This workshop will be held at the

Airman & Family Readiness Center start-
ing Oct. 20 from 4:15 p.m. to 6 15 p.m.
The class meets Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday for two weeks ending Oct. 29.
You will learn how to create and manage
excel spreadsheets, enter data and create
formulas. There is no cost and the course is
open to active duty, retirees, NAF, civil ser-
vice, family members and contractors. To
register, call 434-2790 or email
afrc@columbus.af.mil.

CAFB School Students
Elementary, Middle and High School

Students who reside ON Columbus AFB,
and who desire to attend a school within
the Columbus Municipal School District,
must file a written petition with the
Superintendant of the Lowndes County
School District AND the Superintendant
of the Columbus Municipal School
District, requesting that he/she be trans-
ferred to the Columbus Municipal School
District. The Trustees of the two districts
will act upon the petition NLT their next
regular Board meeting.  Questions, please
contact the Wing School Liaison Officer, E
J Griffis at 434-2792 or via email at e.griff-
is@columbus.af.mil.

School Testing
PSAT/SAT/ACT:  With the 2008- 2009

school year now fully underway, questions
with regard to PSAT/SAT/ACT testing
abound.  The testing window for this bat-
tery of tests is just around the corner.  For
info on the PSAT/SAT, please access
the following Web site: www.college-
board.com.  For information on the ACT,
the Web site is:    www.act.org.  Finally, for
free SAT/ACT Test Preparation Materials,
access the Military HomeFront web site at
http://www.militaryhomefront.dod.mil/
(the link to the free materials is found
under Special Offers).  Direct any ques-
tions you may have to the School Liaison
Office at 434-2792. 

Military Spouse 
Tuition Discount

Columbus AFB military spouses who
enroll in Saint Leo University for the
2008-2009 academic year will receive a
third course free when signing up for two
courses!  Contact Dew White at 434-8844
or visit her in the Personnel Bldg., Room
120 for more information. 

Attention All Deployers
The 14th Communications Squadron

has a new system which allows you to place
“free” telephone calls back home from your
deployed location via DSN.  You can call
every day or once a week; whichever you
prefer (allotted time is 3.5 hours a week).
Pin numbers are required and can be
picked up along with instructions from the
Telephone Systems office located in
Building 900, Room 9.  Please call
434-2020 for additional information.  

DRMO
Authorized personnel may retrieve

property that is marked for DRMO
Facilities only if they are still physically

located in Base Supply. For more informa-
tion, call 434-7233 to review the property
or call Stock Control Section at 434-7179
or 434-7198. To check for authorization
and Demand Processing Section, call
434-7178 to order the property. All other
DRMO processing is done via the Web at
www.drms.dla.mil.

Supply Customer
If you are looking for that special piece

of equipment or furniture for your office,
your point of contact is the Inspection
Section of Base Supply. Inspection main-
tains the Last Look Area, which has used
equipment and furniture turned in from
other organizations that no longer have a
need for the items. All items in the Last
Look Area are available without charge to
your organization. For more information,
you can contact the Inspection Section at
434-7233 or 434-7234.

Zero Overpricing Program-
Incentive Awards

Overpricing is an issue everyone should
be working. All personnel are encouraged
to participate, and will be rewarded for any
tangible savings resulting from their price
challenge. Monetary awards will be given
in accordance with AFI 38-401, The Air
Force Innovative Development Employee
Awareness Program. Advice and guidance
are available by calling the Customer
Service element of Base Supply, located in
Building 158, at 434-7178.

Hallelujah Party
Oct. 29, the Columbus AFB Chapel

Pioneer Clubs program will be hosting a
Hallelujah Party from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Carnival type games will be set up with the
Biblical theme “A Walk through the
Bible”.  Prizes and snacks will be provided.
Costumes are encouraged. No scary cos-
tumes please. For more information, please
call 434-2500.

Weight Loss with Wisdom
Do you need a little extra help with los-

ing weight?  Please join us each Thursday
in the Chapel annex starting Oct. 23 at
4:30 p.m. Please call Joy or Melissa at
434-2500 for more information. 

Pre-Deployment Brief 
There is a mandatory briefing for active

duty personnel who are deploying or going

Base News

Protestant
Sunday: 9 a.m. — Adult Sunday School

10:45 a.m. — Traditional
Worship Service (Children’s Church)

All are invited to a fellowship luncheon fol-
lowing the 10:45 a.m. service the fourth
Sunday of each month

Mt. Vernon Church
The Columbus AFB Mt. Vernon contem-

porary service is held every Sunday at 7 p.m.
in the Base Chapel.

Catholic
Thursday
5 p.m. — Choir Practice

Sunday:
4:30 p.m. — Confession
4:30 p.m. — Choir Practice
5:00 p.m. — Mass 

Airman and Family 
Readiness Center

SOLUTION FOR LAST WEEK
(Current weeks puzzle on page 9)

Wing Newcomers
The wing newcomers brief will be held

Oct. 21 at the Airman and Family
Readiness Center. This brief is for all active
duty and civilian personnel new to
Columbus AFB. Spouses are encouraged to
attend. Please call 434-2790 for more infor-
mation. 

Smooth Move
This event will be held Oct. 22 from

2 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the Airman and
Family Readiness Center.  PCSing mem-
bers/families will receive valuable moving
information.  They will learn what to
expect before moving from TMO, Housing,
Finance, Legal, Billeting, Tri-Care, Medical
Records and the AFRC. Call 434-2790 for
more information. 

(Editor’s note: All activities are offered at
the Airman & Family Readiness Center
unless otherwise specified. For more informa-
tion about any of the activities listed, call
434-2790 or email afrc@columbus.af.mil.)

Chapel Schedule

Building the world’s best warriors, leaders and professional military pilots

Staff Sgt. Rachel Martinez
455th Air Expeditionary Wing

Public Affairs 

BAGRAM AIRFIELD, Afghanistan  —
Members of the 41st Expeditionary
Electronic Combat Squadron here sur-
passed 10,000 combat hours in the EC-
130H Compass Call while supporting
Operation Enduring Freedom in
September.

While assisting International Security
Assistance Force troops move a 41-vehi-
cle convoy, members of the 41st EECS
flew overhead in an EC-130H to disrupt
enemy command and control communi-
cations and limit adversary coordination.

The 41st EECS's 10,000 hours were
amassed over four years, beginning with
their first Operation Enduring Freedom
deployment in March 2004 from Davis-
Monthan Air Force Base, Ariz.

"Our primary mission is to support the
ground troops at the (forward operating
bases) with communications jamming,"
said Maj. James Bands, an operations offi-
cer. "For this aircraft it is extremely diffi-
cult (to reach such a milestone). There
are only 14 of these aircraft in the Air
Force. So it's taken four years of constant
flying at about 2-3,000 hours on one air-
craft a year, in order to accomplish this." 

With only two operational EC-130H
squadrons in the Air Force, many of the
Airmen with the 41st EECS have
deployed multiple times. Capt. Jared
Howard, a navigator, is on his fourth OEF
deployment and has more than 900 com-
bat hours. 

"It's all pretty much the same mission,"

said the native of Pontiac, Ill. "The sorties
seem to be getting longer and longer.
When we first started off, we were just
doing one thing, because everybody didn't
know all our capabilities. So now we've
told people about our abilities, and they
are employing us much more." 

While a typical fighter squadron will
deploy with about a dozen aircraft, the
41st EECS staff deploys with only one or
two EC-130s. Ensuring those few aircraft
are mission ready every day falls on the
shoulders of the 41st Expeditionary
Aircraft Maintenance Unit Airmen.

"The 10,000 flying hours are probably
represented by 80,000 maintenance
hours," said Master Sgt. Carla West, the
production superintendent.

Having one or two airplanes can be
easier because there is less work to do, but
it also doesn't allow for much mainte-
nance down-time, said Staff Sgt. Alex
Rosales, an EC-130H crew chief. 

"If it breaks we have to fix it," he said.
"We don't have another plane to fly. It's a
little more stressful." 

At least three or four times the amount
of flying hours goes into maintaining the
aircraft, said Sergeant Rosales, a native of
Phoenix. The more the aircraft flies, the
better it seems to perform. 

"They seem to fly better on the longer
missions," said Senior Master Sgt. Mike
Zielinski, the maintenance superinten-
dent. "If they fly eight to 12 hours, they
usually come back in good shape. We
haven't been able to figure out why, but
it's something that we enjoy." 

The 41st EECS staff boasts a mission
capable rate exceeding many other air-

frames in U.S. Air Forces Central
Command. This accomplishment is cred-
ited to teamwork, Sergeant Zielinski. 

"Without everybody pitching in as a
team, this mission would not happen," he
said. "I've been here since June and every
week something surprises me. We contin-
ue to hit new plateaus. When I think we
are not going to be able to fly, we manage
to come up with something and are able
to fly." 

Ensuring the aircraft can fly and per-
form its mission safely tops the list of pri-

orities for both maintainers and aircrew. 
"That plane needs to go up every night

because there are guys on the ground
depending on us to do our jobs and
employ our weapon system," Sergeant
West said.

"If we're not here to employ (the EC-
130H), the ground troops really feel the
effects of us not being here," Major Bands
said. 

"Trying to make sure our guys on the
ground are safe — that's the biggest
(reward)," Captain Howard said. 

EC-130 squadron surpasses 10,000 combat hours

U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Rachel Martinez
Staff Sgt. Alex Rosales prepares to launch an EC-130H Compass Call Oct. 6 at
Bagram Airfield, Afghanistan. It took 80,000 maintenance hours to help the 41st
Expeditionary Electronic Attack Squadron members to fly more than 10,000 com-
bat hours in support of Operation Enduring Freedom. Sergeant Rosales is a crew
chief for the 41st Expeditionary Electronic Attack Squadron. 

SAN ANTONIO — This edi-
tion of "Today's Air Force" highlights
the Air Force's unmanned aircraft
systems, or UAS, and how Air Force
officials plan to train more UAS oper-
ators. 

And more Airmen are finding
themselves in non-traditional roles.
At Joint Base Balad in Iraq, a segment
shows how the skills Airmen possess
are being used not only to serve the
Air Force but other services as well. 

Also featured is how Air Force ser-
vice members pay respect to those
who came before them. See a power-
ful account about one prisoner of war
who shares his story and offers advice
for today's Airmen. 

The 30-minute, weekly news show
can be seen every day on The

Pentagon Channel, American Forces
Radio and Television Service stations
around the world, and is available via
podcast at
http://www.af.mil/library/podcast.asp.
The show also airs on more than 100

public cable-access stations within
the United States. If you would like
your local public access
station to carry this program,
send a request to AFNEW.market-
ing@afnews.af.mil. 

'Today's Air Force' features unmanned aircraft systems
Staff Sgt. Michelle
Cooper helps to
prepare a special
meal. Miriam
Panjshiri, director of
women's affairs for
A f g h a n i s t a n ' s
Panjshir province,
and her sister,
Nasrene, hosted the
PRT's affairs team for
a time of fellowship
and an Afghan
cooking class Oct.
2. Sergeant Cooper
is the services
superintendent for
the Panjshir
P r o v i n c i a l
R e c o n s t r u c t i o n
Team.

Women teach Afghan cuisine

U.S. Army photo

          



Automotive 101 CourseAutomotive 101 Course
The Auto Hobby Shop offers this free

class on basic auto maintenance at 5 p.m.
Oct. 23. Course includes tire changing,
fluid checks, oil change and more. Call
434-7842 to reserve your slot in the class.

Auto Hobby Shop Oil ChangeAuto Hobby Shop Oil Change
The Arts and Crafts Center offers this

service for $29.95 and includes five quarts
oil and filter, wiper and transmission fluid
check and tire pressure. Call 434-7842 for
an appointment.

Movie Matinee BowlMovie Matinee Bowl
The Bowling Center offers a movie

matinee bowl Saturday starting at 2 p.m.
with a free movie and popcorn while you
bowl.  Bowling is $2 per game and $1 shoe
rental. For more information, call
434-3426.

Monster MarchMonster March
The Fitness Center and Outdoor

Recreation office are offering this fun
march starting at 10 a.m. Nov. 1 at
Freedom Park. Register from 9 to 10 a.m.
that day. Complete fun tasked to march to
your new obstacles at Outdoor
Recreation, the golf course, Bowling
Center and the Fitness Center and ends at
Freedom Park with burgers, hot dogs and
chips after the march. Costumes are
encouraged but not required. Complete
tasks such as sliding down the giant slide,
a tire obstacle, slam the giraffe, putt-putt
golf, bowling and basketball. For more
information, call 434-7861.

Football BowlFootball Bowl
The Bowling Center offers patrons to

watch the big game on their big screen
starting at 11 a.m. Sundays while they
bowl. Bowling is $1 per game and shoe
rental is $1. For more information, call
434-3426.

Youth Center Fall FestivalYouth Center Fall Festival
The Youth Center hosts their annual

fall festival from 5 to 7 p.m. Oct. 30 with
a costume contest for ages 1 to 12, carni-
val games for all ages, jumping castle and
food. Cost is $1 for ages 1 to 5 and for reg-
istered youth center members and $2 for
nonmembers. Parents are free. Volunteers
are always welcome to help with the
event. For more information, call
434-2504.

Pumpkin Carving ContestPumpkin Carving Contest
Families and/or individuals and

squadrons may register one entry in one of
the two groups of competition in the base

library’s annual pumpkin carving contest.
Entries are due by 1 p.m. Oct. 30 and
judging will be at 2 p.m. Pick up a free
pumpkin Oct. 28 to 29 or supply your
own. Prizes awarded to top three in each
category. For more information, call
434-2934.

New Orleans Saints TicketsNew Orleans Saints Tickets
The Information, Ticket and Travel

office has a limited number of tickets to
the New Orleans home games.  Tickets
are $45 each and are sold on first come,
first served basis.  Dates available are:

Oct 26 against San Diego
Nov. 24 against Green Bay
Dec. 28 against Carolina
They have an overnight trip planned

for the Dec. 7 game against Atlanta
which includes transportation, lodging
and ticket to the game for $165 per per-
son. For more information, call 434-7861.

Gatlinburg Ski TripGatlinburg Ski Trip
The Information, Ticket and Travel

office offers this trip Jan. 17 to 19 but
reservations must be made by Dec. 17.
Cost is $235 per person and includes
transportation, two meals, chalet lodging
for two nights, lift tickets and rentals or
$195 per person without rentals or $150
per person for non-skiers. Skiing is the
17th from 3 to 10 p.m. and the Jan. 18
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. A $50 non-refund-
able deposit is required when registering.
Full payment is required no later than Jan.
10. The maximum number of people for
this trip is 14 people. For more informa-
tion, call 434-7861.

Crafts ClassesCrafts Classes
The Arts and Crafts Center offers adult

classes every Tuesday at 10:30 a.m., 2:30
p.m. or 5:30 p.m.  Upcoming classes
include making a bear cub wind chime
holder Oct. 21 and a wooden tree of
thanks Oct. 28. 

Their youth crafts classes are offered at
10:30 a.m., 2:30 p.m. and 4:30 p.m. every
Wednesday. Classes are $5 each and
include all supplies. Upcoming classes
include making a pumpkin bucket of fun
Oct. 22 and a trick or treat bag Oct. 29.
Wear your costume and get your class
FREE Oct. 29. A display of all the pro-
jects is in the lobby of the arts and crafts
center. For more information, call
434-7836.

Halloween Teen Dance,Halloween Teen Dance,
Costume ContestCostume Contest

The Youth Center offers this program
from 8 p.m. to midnight Oct. 31 for teens.

Cost is $1 for Youth Center members and
$3 for nonmembers. Refreshments will be
provided. For more information, call
434-2504.

Have a Bowling Have a Bowling 
Birthday PartyBirthday Party

The Bowling Center offers the best
birthday party packages around.  The
“good” package includes two hours of
bowling, free shoe rental, “bowling” place
settings, balloons and a souvenir bowling
pin for the guest of honor for just $7.50
per person.  The “Best” package includes
everything in the “Good” package plus
choice of hot dog, grilled cheese sandwich
or chicken strips with fries and soft drink
for $10 per person.  A $25 non-refundable
deposit is required for all parties. No out-
side food or beverages allowed, except for
birthday cakes. For more information, call
434-3426.

Airline and Airline and 
Cruise ReservationsCruise Reservations

Check with the Information, Ticket
and Travel office for booking your airline
or cruise reservations. Great military rates
are available. For more information, call
434-7861.
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Blaze Lunch
Bunch 

at the Columbus Club
Every Wednesday During Lunch
All plates come with one meat, two

sides, roll or hushpuppies, tea or water
$6.25 for club members 
$7.25 for nonmembers

This week’s menu:
Meat choices:

Fried Chicken, Shepherd’s Pie or 
Fried Catfish Basket

Sides:
Macaroni & Cheese, Cole Slaw, 
Turnip Greens, Sauteed Cabbage 

or a Side Salad

Lunch Bunch Special - $6.95
Crisp Caesar Salad topped with

Seasoned Croutons, Shredded Parmesan
Cheese and your choice of Grilled

Chicken Breast or Tuna Steak.

Desserts:
$2.95 each 

Red Velvet Cake, Key Lime Pie
Chocolate Chips Cookies ala mode

Tickets, trips, classes, contests offered to base

U.S. Air Force Photo
Columbus Club Member Sherri McCrary, 14th Logistics Readiness Division, enters
to win a 37-inch LCD television during the Blaze Lunch Bunch at the Club
Wednesday.  All Club Members are eligible to enter each time they eat lunch at
the Club Wednesdays between now and Dec. 17.

Lunch Bunch giveaway

Capt. Caroline Wellman
445th Airlift Wing Public Affairs

WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIR FORCE
BASE, Ohio —Members of the 445th Airlift
Wing here honored the life and service of one
its former members who was killed as part of
the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks by dedicating the
new operations building to him Oct. 4 here.

Maj. LeRoy W. Homer Jr. died while serv-
ing as the first officer on United Airlines
Flight 93, which crashed near Shanksville, Pa.

He was part of the Air Force Reserve
Command's 445th AW from 1995 to 2000.

The emotion-filled day followed more than
2.5 years of planning and approval, said Lt.
Col. Chris Clark, the 445th Operations Group
deputy commander. Colonel Clark spearhead-
ed the approval process and narrated the dedi-
cation ceremony. 

The ceremony gave attending wing
Airmen, local elected officials and base and
community leaders a hint of the major's char-
acter and career. 

Major Homer provided everyone with a
"glimpse of the best of the human spirit," said
Maj. Gen. Robert E. Duignan, the 4th Air
Force commander and former 445th AW com-
mander. The general called Major Homer a
"true inspiration" who "never quit on
America." 

"Dressed in his United Airlines uniform, he

led America into battle (Sept. 11, 2001),"
General Duignan said.

Major Homer was a real hero and the kind
of person a commander wants in his unit, said
Col. Stephen Goeman, the 445th AW com-
mander. Major Homer's legacy should not be
defined only by his actions on Sept. 11, 2001,
but also by the years of service the major gave
to his country as an Airman. 

"We are proud to honor one of our own,"
Colonel Goeman said. 

Major Homer earned his private pilot's
license when he was 16, working 35 hours per
week at night to pay for flying lessons. A few
years later, he received a presidential nomina-
tion to the U.S. Military Academy at West
Point, but chose instead to go to the U.S. Air
Force Academy because he wanted to fly air-
planes, not helicopters, said his mother, Ilse
Homer. 

He loved to fly and he loved his job, said
Mrs. Homer of her late husband. He would be
honored to have a building named for him, but
would probably also feel the honor was unde-
served. 

Mrs. Homer thanked the Wright-Patterson
Air Force Base community for recognizing her
husband's sacrifice and for providing one more
way to ensure that his legacy will not be for-
gotten.

Building dedication honors Airman killed on 9/11

U.S. Air Force photo by Ben Strasser

Melodie Homer cuts the ceremonial ribbon during the Operations
Building Dedication Oct. 4 at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio. The
building was dedicated in honor of her late husband, Maj. LeRoy W.
Homer Jr., who died Sept. 11, 2001. Overlooking the ribbon cutting are
Col. (ret.) Robert Shondel; Col. Roger Gallet, the 445th Operations Group
commander, Maj. Gen. Robert E. Duignan, the 4th Air Force comman-
der; Ilse Homer, Major Homer's mother; Lt. Gen. Charles E. Stenner, the
Air Force Reserve Command commander; Col. Stephen Goeman, the
445th Airlift Wing commander; Lt. Col. Chris Clark, the 445th Operation
Group deputy commander; Laurel and Alden Homer, Major and Ms.
Homer's children; and one other relative. 

RANDOLPH AIR FORCE BASE,
Texas  — Airmen who were recalled from
or unable to take annual leave this past
year for reasons such as support for contin-
gency operations may be allowed to accu-
mulate more than 75 days at the end of a
fiscal year.

Special leave accrual applies when
deployments or assignments to designated
operational missions at the national level
prohibit members from using leave. It
applies to active duty and Reserve person-
nel under Title 10 of the U.S. Code, and
includes Air National Guard members who
performed full-time training or other full-
time duties for 30 days or more.

"Special leave accrual is designed to pre-

vent Airmen from losing accrued leave if
they're unable to take normal leave due to
significant and unforeseen operational
requirements," said Master Sgt. Licci
Barham, superintendent of customer sup-
port operations at the Air Force Personnel
Center here. 

Airmen cannot use their major com-
mand's recovery time policy as a reason for
reinstatement when accrued leave could
have been taken in its place, she added. 

Airmen who meet the criteria for hav-
ing special leave accrual should contact
their local military personnel section for
additional guidance or call the 24-hour Air
Force Contact Center at (800) 616-3775.

Special leave accrual available
for deployed, nondeployed

members in 'use or lose' status

U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Aaron Allmon
Secretary of the Air Force Michael Donley shares lunch Oct. 11 with Airmen
and recognizes award winners from the Combined Air and Space Operations
Center located in Southwest Asia. The CAOC commands and controls the
broad spectrum of what airpower brings to the fight: Global Vigilance, Global
Reach, and Global Power. 

Sec. Donely visits CAOC

FPCON ALPHAFPCON ALPHA
Applies when there is an increased general threat of possi-
ble terrorist activity against personnel or facilities, and the
nature and extent of the threat are unpredictable.
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How to reach us
14th Flying Training Wing Public

Affairs
555 Seventh St. Suite 203
Columbus AFB, MS 39710

Commercial: (662) 434-7068
DSN: 742-7068

Fax: (662) 434-7009
E-mail: silverwings@columbus.af.mil
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Col. Roger Watkins

14th Flying Training Wing
Wing Commander

Mr. Rick Johnson
Public Affairs Chief

2nd Lt. George Fowler
Chief of Internal Information

Airman Josh Harbin
Editor

Mrs. Michelle Lee
Layout Designer

Submission Deadline
The deadline for submitting copy for
next week’s SILVER WINGS is noon
Monday. Articles may be dropped off
at the public affairs office or e-mailed. 

Published by the Commercial Dispatch Publishing
Company, Inc., a private firm in no way connected with
the U.S. Air Force, under exclusive written contract with
the 14th Flying Training Wing. 

This commercial enterprise Air Force newspaper is an
authorized publication for members of the U.S. military
services. 

Contents of the  SILVER WINGS are not necessarily
the official views of, or endorsed by, the U.S. government,
the Department of Defense or the Department of the Air
Force.

The appearance of advertising in this publication does
not constitute endorsement by the DOD, the Department
of the Air Force or Service Publications, Inc., of the prod-
ucts or services advertised. 

Everything advertised in this publication shall be made
available for purchase, use or patronage without regard to
race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital sta-
tus, physical handicap, political affiliation or any other
non-merit factor of the purchaser, user or patron.

Editorial content is edited, prepared and provided by the
14th Flying Training Wing Public Affairs Office of
Columbus AFB, Miss. 

The  SILVER WINGS staff reserves the right to edit or
rewrite all copy submitted when necessary. All photos are
U.S. Air Force photos unless otherwise stated.

Submit all advertising to the Columbus, Miss.,
Commercial Dispatch advertising department one week
prior to desired publication date. The advertising depart-
ment can be reached at (662) 328-2427.

14th
Flying

Training 
Wing

deployed
As of press

time, 34 BLAZE
TEAM members
are deployed
w o r l d w i d e .
Remember to
support the
Airmen and their
families while
they are away.

Thursday Golf Scrambles:Thursday Golf Scrambles: Golf scrambles start every
Thursday at 4:45 p.m.  Cost is $5 plus greens fees. Open to all
levels of golfers.  For more information, call 434-7932.

Fitness Classes:Fitness Classes: The Fitness Center offers fitness classes.
Spin classes are Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays beginning
at 7 a.m. Cardio kick boxing classes are Mondays and
Wednesdays at 5 p.m. and aerobics is offered Saturdays at
9 a.m. For more information, call the Fitness Center at
434-2772.

Summer Lunch, Bowl Special:Summer Lunch, Bowl Special: Receive two free
games of bowling from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. with the purchase of
a combo meal during lunch.

Cosmic Bowling:Cosmic Bowling: Cosmic bowling is every Friday and
Saturday from 7 p.m. to 11 p.m. Cost is $2 per game. The night
is complete with black lights, loud music, strobe lights and
bowling!

Sports Shorts     Sports Shorts     

FFoorr ppeeooppllee aaggeess 1188 ttoo 3344
mmoottoorr vveehhiiccllee ccrraasshheess aarree 
tthhee lleeaaddiinngg ccaauussee ooff ddeeaatthh..

DDoonn’’tt bbeeccoommee aa ssttaattiissttiicc..

Major Gen. David J. Eichhorn is the
Commander, Air Force Flight Test Center,
Edwards Air Force Base, Calif. His area of
responsibility includes the development, test
and evaluation of manned and unmanned air-
craft systems in both experimental and proven
aerospace vehicles. He supports the conduct
of test and evaluation programs for the
Department of Defense, the Defense
Advanced Research Project Agency, the
National Aeronautics and Space
Administration and the U.S. Air Force, Army,
Navy and Marine Corps.

General Eichhorn entered the Air Force as a distinguished
graduate through the Reserve Officer Training Corps in 1976.
In earlier assignments he served as an experimental test pilot,
and his commands include two flight test squadrons, a test
group, a test wing, and the Arnold Engineering Development
Center overseeing developmental flight tests on a wide vari-

ety of weapon systems. A certified acquisition
professional, he served at the Electronic Systems
Center as the Vice Commander, where he was
previously assigned as Director of Advanced
Command, Control and Communications
Systems as well as Director of Advanced
Aircraft Systems. He has also served as Director
of the Aeronautical Enterprise Program Office,
Deputy Director of Plans and Programs at
Headquarters Air Force Materiel Command and
Deputy Program Executive Officer for Aircraft
at Aeronautical Systems Center. Prior to his
current assignment, General Eichhorn was the

Director of Air, Space and Information Operations,
Headquarters Air Force Materiel Command.

General Eichhorn has flown the B-52D/H, B-1B, F-111
and T-38, serving as an instructor pilot and aircraft comman-
der. He has accumulated more than 5,700 hours in more than
40 aircraft types.

CAFB welcomes Maj. Gen. Eichhorn

U.S. Air Force Photo by Rick Johnson
Colonel David Reth, 14th Operations Group commander, and Capt. Nick Johnson, 37th
Flying Training Squadron, thank James Brown III, Lockheed Martin Aeronautics test pilot, for
his F-22 presentation to Columbus AFB instructor and student pilots. Mr. Brown is the Lead
Test Pilot for the F-22 Raptor Program at Edwards AFB, Calif., where he conducts airborne
testing for envelope expansion, structural loads, avionics, countermeasures and weapons. 

CAFB receives F-22 presentation

Staff Sgt. Steve Grever 
U.S. Air Force Academy

Public Affairs

SAN DIEGO — U.S. Air Force
Academy freshmen quarterback Tim
Jefferson and tailback Ashley Clark led the
Falcons' high-powered running attack to a
35-10 victory over the San Diego State
Aztecs Oct. 11 at Qualcomm Stadium
here. 

Clark, making his first start of the sea-
son, rambled for 109 yards on 15 carries and
also scored one of the Falcons' five touch-
downs.

Jefferson set the tone early for the Air
Force's offense during its opening drive, as
the team marched down the field and
scored on a 1-yard quarterback keeper to
give the Falcons a 7-0 lead. 

Falcons' Head Coach Troy Calhoun said
the two freshmen infused a lot of energy
into the offense and showed glimpses of
greater things to come. 

"Those guys gave us some pop," he said.
"They are going to be good players. They
have a lot of work ahead of them, but they
are guys with leadership potential." 

The Falcons looked sluggish on both
sides of ball in the first half and trailed the
Aztecs 10-7 at the half. But, the Air Force

quickly regrouped in the third quarter with
touchdowns by Clark and tailback Todd
Newell, giving the Falcons a 21-10 lead by
the end of the third quarter. 

The Air Force continued to put a stran-
glehold on the Aztec offense in the fourth
quarter as inside linebacker Justin Moore
hauled in his first career interception for a
touchdown, giving the Falcons a 28-10
advantage with 11:37 left in the game.
After an injury to Jefferson, quarterback
Shea Smith stepped in and threw a 32-yard
touchdown strike to wide receiver Josh
Cousins. 

The Falcons' defense pressured the
Aztecs' quarterback most of the night and
recorded four sacks and two interceptions.
Senior defensive end Jake Paulson had 1.5
sacks, giving him 8.5 for the season. 

The Falcons amassed 473 yards total
offense, their second greatest offensive out-
put since their 508-yard performance dur-
ing the season opener against Southern
Utah. 

Coach Calhoun said they executed their
game plan much better in the second half
and didn't miss many opportunities to get
the ball in the end zone. 

"I think the first half we played on egg
shells," he said. "It just seemed like we had
a bunch of guys in the locker room waiting

for someone else to spark us. If you go to the
Air Force Academy, you don't wait. You
need initiators, leaders and guys who are
assertive." 

The Falcons improved their season

record to 4-2 while the Aztecs dropped to
1-5. The Falcons continue their road trip as
they next square off against the University
of Nevada Las Vegas at 8 p.m. MST
Oct. 18. 

Football: Falcon freshmen spark 35-10 win

U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Steve Grever

U.S. Air Force Academy Falcons fullback Todd Newell drags a tackler as he rushes
for additional yardage Oct. 11 in a game against San Diego State in San Diego.
Newell, a San Diego native and team captain, carried the ball 19 times for 77 yards
and a touchdown in the Falcons' 35-10 win over San Diego State. 

U.S. Air Force by Melissa Duncan
Chief Master Sgt. Richard Brackett, 14th Flying Training Wing Command Chief Master Sergeant,
sprints across the finish line at the Columbus AFB Blaze Race Sept. 9. The next BLAZE race is sched-
uled to be held Feb. 21, 2009. 

2008 BLAZE race 

We are all recruiters
Each Air Force member is an “ambas-

sador in blue.” Each person can make a
difference in someone else’s decision to

join the Air Force. 

q Get involved in youth programs, whether
in high schools or through church and commu-

nity organizations. Be a role model in your
community.
q Take advantage of the Recruiter

Assistance Program. Each member of the Air
Force is authorized a permissive TDY home for
up to 12 days to perform recruiting duties with
the local recruiter.

Park it
before you

pour!

                




