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PREFACE.

The student of Chinese and Japanese religion and folklore 

soon discovers the mighty influence of Indian thought upon the 

Far-Eastern mind. Buddhism introduced a great number of Indian, 

not especially Buddhist, conceptions and legends, clad in a Bud 

dhist garb, into the eastern countries. In China Taoism was 

ready to gratefully take up these foreign elements which in 

many respects resembled its own ideas or were of the same 

nature. In this way the store of ancient Chinese legends was 

not only largely enriched, but they were also mixed up with the 

Indian fables. The same process took place in Japan, when 

Buddhism, after having conquered Korea, in the sixth century 

of our era reached Dai Nippon's shores. Before a hundred years 

had elapsed the Japanese mind got imbued with foreign ideas, 

partly Chinese, partly Indian. To the mixture of these two 

elements a third one, consisting of the original Japanese concep 

tions, was added, and a very intricate complex was formed. 

Whoever studies the Japanese legends has the difficult task of 

analysing this complex into its parts.
No mythical creature is more familiar to Far-Eastern art and 

literature than the dragon. It is interesting to observe how in 

Japan three different kinds of dragons, originating from India, 

China and Japan, are to be found side by side. To the super 

ficial observer they all belong to one and the same class of rain 

bestowing, thunder and storm arousing gods of the water, but 

a careful examination teaches us that they are different from 

each other.
The Indian serpent-shaped Xri/ja was identified in China with 

the four-legged Chinese dragon, because both were divine inhabi 

tants of seas and rivers, and givers of rain. It is no wonder that 

the Japanese in this blending of Chinese and Indian ideas recog 

nized their own serpent or dragon-shaped gods of rivers and 

mountains, to whom they used to pray for rain in times of 

drought. Thus the ancient legends of three countries were com 

bined, and features of the one were used to adorn the other. 

In order to throw light upon these facts we must examine the
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Buddhist ideas concerning the Nagas which came from India to 
the East. Being not acquainted with the Sanscrit language, we 
have to refer to the works of European scholars and to trans 
lations, in order to explain the western elements found in Chinese 
and Japanese dragon legends. This being our only aim with 
regard to the Nagas, we will deal with them only by way of 
introduction.

In the First Book we have systematically arranged the most 
interesting quotations concerning the dragon in China, selected 
from the enormous number of passages on this divine animal 
found in Chinese literature from the remotest ages down to 
modern times. In order to give the original conceptions we did 
not quote the numerous poems on the dragon, because the latter, 
although based upon those conceptions, enlarged them in their 
own poetical way. The Second Book treats of the dragon in 
Japan, considered in the light of the facts given by the Introduc 
tion and Book I.

I avail myself of this opportunity to express my hearty thanks 
to Professor DE GIIOOT, whose kind assistance enabled me to 
largely extend the Chinese part of this paper. Not only was his 
very rich and interesting library at niy disposal, but he himself 
was an invaluable guide to me through the labyrinth of many 
a difficult Chinese passage. Moreover, from the very beginning 
his splendid works, especially the Lldiyious Syxti'in of China, 
formed the basis of my studies in Chinese and Japanese religion 
and folklore.

I also tender my best thanks to Professor SPEYF.B, who with 
great kindness gave me most valuable information concerning 
the Nagas, and to Miss E. SCHMIDT, who kindly put her know 
ledge and time at my disposal in undertaking the weary labour 
of perusing the manuscript and correcting its language.

Leiden. M. W. DE VlSSER.
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INTRODUCTION.

THE NAGA IN BUDDHISM, WITH REGARD TO HIS IDENTIFICATION WITH

THE CHINKSE DRAGON.

§ 1. The Naga according to European scholars.

In order to learn the Buddhist conceptions on the Naga's nature, 
and the reasons why the Chinese identified this serpent with 
their four-legged dragon, we have to consult the works of some 
authorities on Buddhism : KERN, HARDY, GRUNWEDEL and others. 
For the Naga, known in the Far East, is clad in a Buddhist garb, 
and the legends abont him which became popular in China and 
Japan were all iuibned with Buddhism. KERN, in his History of 
Indian Buddhism l, states that the Nagas occupy the eighth rank 
in the system of the world, after the Bnddhas, Pratyekabudclhas, 
Arhats, Devas, Brahmas, Gandharvas and Garudas, and before 
the Yakshas, Kumbhanclas (goblins), Asnras (demons), Raksasas 
(giants), Pretas (ghosts, spectres) and the inhabitants of hell. 
"They are water spirits, represented as a rule in human shapes, 

' with a crown of serpents on their heads". And in his J ffiinmJ 
of Indian Buddhism 2 we read that the}' are "snake-like beings, 
resembling clouds". As to the enumeration of the beings, this is 
different in some other texts, as we learn from a note in the 
same Manual 3. In the initial phrase of all the A vadamts 
Buddha is said to be worshipped by men, Devas, Nagas, 
Yakshas, Asuias, Garudas, Kinnaras and Mahoragas 4. These are, 
however, not exactly the "Eight classes" often mentioned in Chi 
nese and Japanese Buddhist works. These are Devas, Nagas, 
Yakshas, Gandharvas, Asuras, Garudas, Kinuaras and Mahoragas 5.

1 Hisloire dit Bouddhisme dan-i Vlnde, Annales du Musee Guimet, Bibl. d'etudes, 
X et XI, Vol. I, p. 310 (295). 2 P. 59 seq. 3 P. CO, note 1.

4 LEON FEER, Avadana-fatatia, Annales du Musee Guimet XVIII, p. 2.

5 The phrase "Devas, Nagas and (the remaining of the) eight classes" ( ^^ §^ y^.

0^) is very often found in the Chinese sutras. EUKINS (Chinese Buddhism, p . 217)

says: "Beings inferior to the Devas :j*«s^lJediiftoiJeCtkgly the "Eight classes". This is
a mistake, for, as EITEL (Sanscrj/Wifa JHff. s. ^«S(jifoy>ip. 103) rightly explains, the

Verh. Ron. Akad. v. \Vetcn3ch. (A/C retterif.WNT^i JtSiU.'V0 ' 2. 1



HARDY'S Manual of Buddhism ' gives the following details con 
cerning the Nagas. "The Nagas reside in the loka (world) under 
the Trikuta rocks that support Mem, and in the waters of the 
world of men. They have the shape of the spectacle-snake, with 
the extended hood (coluber naga); but many actions are attri 
buted to them that can only be done by one possessing the 
human form. They are clerrii-gods, and have many enjoyments; 
and they are usually represented as being favourable to Buddha and 
his adherents; but when their wrath is roused, their opposition is 
of a formidable character". With regard to Mount Meru HAHUY 
says: "The summit is the abode of Sekra (Qakra), the regent or 
chief of the dewaloka called Tawutisa (Trayastrirngat); and around 
it are four mansions, 5000 yojauas in size, inhabited by nayus, 
garundas, khumbaudas, and yakus" 2 . In describing the dewa- 
lokas he says: "The palace of VirUpfilcslici is on the west. His

Devas also belong to the Eight classes. But according to EITEL, the ancient Chinese 

phrase speaks of "Nagas, Devas and (others of) the eight classes (|jj| ^ j\^ -ffi)- I 

never found them enumerated in this order in the Chinese sutras, for the Devas were 
always placed before the Nagas. Moreover, in the jiltakas and avadanas the Devas 
always precede the Nagas in the often repeated order of beings. In the "Sutra on the 
original vow of the Bodhisattva Kshitigarbha" (NAXJO'S Catalogue, nr 1003, translated 
from Sanscrit into Chinese at the end of the seventh century), p. 26, the terms 

^ |f| ^ jjjljj, "Devas, Nagas, Demons and Spirits", and ^ |fl| /\ ̂  , "Devas 

Nagas, and (the remaining of) the Eight Classes", are met side by side. I often found 
the phrase TanryU liachibu in Japanese works. This is, of course, the logical order, as 
the Devas are of higher rank in the system of the world than the Nagas and there 
fore ought to be mentioned before the latter. The fact that the Devas belong to the 
eight classes is stated in the Ta-Ming san-lsang fah shu, "Numbers (i. e. numerical 
terms and phrases) of the Law of the Tlipitaka, collected under the Great Ming dynasty" 

(NANJO, nr 1G2I), Ch. 33, p. 13 «j., s. v. f{ -^R , where they are enumerated as 

Devas, Nagas, Yakshas, Gandliarvas, Asuras, Garudas, Kinnaras and Mahoragas.
There is, however, a second phrase, namely "Men, Devas and (the remaining of) the 

Eight Classes", ^ ̂  y^ :j^K , which we find in the SnlnilamkTtra fantra (NANJO, 

nr 1182, Great Japanese Trip, of Leiden, Ch. X, p. 4o and &), in two passages where tho 
Buddhas Cakyamuni and Maitreya are said to honour Mahakacyapa "before men, Devas 
and (the remaining of) the eight classes". HUBER (SutralamJtara, n r 50, pp. 278 seq.) 
translates: uLes huit classes des Devas", but the Devas are not divided into eight 

classes and the character ^ (men) belongs, of course, to the same sentence and not to 

the preceding one. Men precede Devas when the different beings are enumerated, and 
the initial phrase of the Avadanas gives us their names: Men, Devas, Nagas, Yakshas, 
Asuras, Garudas, Kinnaras and Mahoragas (cf. also HUBER, 1.1., pp. 462 seq.; CHAVANNES. 
Cinq cents conies el apologues extraits du Tripitaka chlnois (1910), Vol. Ill, p. 61).

If the former phrase actually is found sometimes in ancient Chinese books in the 
wrong form given by EDKINS, the Nagas being placed before the Devas (I think I saw 
it once also in a Japanese work), this mistake must have risen from blending the for 
mer phrase with the latter, which mentions the Devas in the second place. 

1 P. 44. 2 P. 11.

attendants are the Nagas, a kela-laksha in number, who have 
red garments, hold a sword and shield of coral, and are mounted 
on red horses" '.

GRUNWEDEL 2) states that the attributes of this A^iriipaksha, one 
of the four lokapalas or Guardians of the World, also called 
the "Four Great Kings" (Gaturmaharajas), are a caitya (a sanc 
tuary) or a jewel in the form of a caitya in the right, and a 
serpent in the left hand.

Before Gautama's attainment of Buddhahood a Naga king, 
Kala by name, became aware of the approaching event by the 
sound the Bodhisattva's golden vessel produced when striking 
against the vessels of the three last Buddhas in Kala's abode. 
For they all had, like Siddhartha, flung their golden bowls into 
the river 3.

As we shall see below, the Naga king Mucilinda, who lived 
in the lake of this name, by his coils and hoods sheltered the 
Lord from wind and rain for seven days. The Indian artists often 
represented the Buddha sitting tinder Mucilinda's extended hoods.

Not always, however, were the Naga kings so full of reverence 
towards the Buddha; but in the end, of course, even the most 
obstinate one was converted. Nandopananda, e. g., tried to prevent 
the Lord's return from the Tushita heaven to the earth, but was 
conquered by Maudgalyayana in the shape of a Garuda, and 
was then instructed by the Buddha himself 4. When the Master 
had delivered a sutra in one of the heavenly paradises, the Devas 
and Nagas came forward and said: "We will henceforth protect 
correct doctrine" 5. After Buddha's death the Naga kings struggled 
with the kings of the Devas and eight kings of India to obtain 
a share in Buddha's relics  , and got one third, and Ashoka gave 
Nanda a hair of Buddha's moustaches, while he threatened to 
destroy his kingdom if he refused. Nanda erected a pagoda of 
rock crystal for it on Mount Sumeru 7.

According to Northern Buddhism. Nagarjuna ( 150 A. D.), the 
founder of the Mahayana doctrine, was instructed by Nagas in 
the sea, who showed him unknown books and gave him his 
most important work, the Prajiia paramita, with which he returned

1 P. 24.
2 Mythologie des Buddhismus in Tibet und dcr ftfongolei, p . 181.
3 KERN, Manual, p . 19; Hist, du Bouddhisme dans flnde, Vol, I, p. 70 (64) (there 

he is called "roi du monde souterrain").
4 HARDY, 1.1., pp. 302 seq.
5 EDKINS, 1.1., p. 39. G EDKINS, 1.1., p. 58. 
7 Ibidem, p. 59.



to India. For this reason his name, originally Arjuua, was changed 
into Nagarjima ', and he is represented in art with seven Nagas 
over his head 2.

The Mahayana school knows a long list of Naga kings, among 
whom the eight so-called "Great Naga kings" are the following: 
Nanda (called Nagaraja, the "King of the Nagas"), Upananda, 
Sagara, Vasuki, Takshaka, Balavan, Anavatapta and Utpala 3. 
These eight are often mentioned in Chinese and Japanese legends 
as "the eight Dragon-kings", /\ ff| 3E, ^nd were said to have 
been among Buddha's audience, with their retinues, while he 
delivered the instructions contained in the "Sutra of the Lotus 

of the Good Law" (Saddharma Pundarlka sutra, Hokkekyo, ^

The Nagas are divided into four castes, just like men, and 
form whole states. "They are", says GRUNWEDEL 5, "the Lords of 
the Earth more than any one else, and send, when having been 
insulted, drought, bad crops, diseases and pestilence among 
mankind".

With regard to the Nagas in Indian art we have an excellent 
guide in GRUNWEDEL'S Buddhixtische Kunst in Indian. A fter having 
stated that the Vedas not yet mention them  , but that they 
belong to the Indian popular belief, extended afterwards by the 
official brahmanic religion, he further remarks that they often 
penetrated in human shape into the Master's neighbourhood and 
even tried to be taken up among his followers, as we see on a 
relief of Gandhara (p. 102, Pig. 47; the Naga's true shape was 
detected in his sleep). For this reason one of the questions put, 
even to-day, to those who wish to be taken up into the Order 
is: "Are you perhaps a Naga?" There are three ways in which 
the Indian Buddhist art has represented the Nagas. First: fully, 
human, ou the head an Uraeus-like snake, coming out of the

1 Translated into Lung-shu, -jjf| M-J, or Dragon-tree; cf. EDKINS, p. 230; EITEF,, 

1.]., p. 103. We find the name Nagarjnna in the Kalhasarilsar/ara, Gh. XLI, TAWNEV'S 

translation, Vol. I, p. 370: a minister, "who knew the use of all drugs and by making 

an elixir rendered himself and king Chirayus (Long-lived) free from old-age, and long- 
lived".

2 GRUNWEDEL, 1.1., pp. 30 seqq., p. 46.
3 GRONWEDEL, 1.1., pp. 190 seq.
4 HABDY, 1.1., p. 215.
5 L.I., p. 187.
G Cf. L. VON SOIIBOEDER, Indiens Literatur und Cullur (1887), p. 377: "Im Rigveda 

sind dieselben (die Schlangengotter) ganz unbekannt, in Yajurveda aber finden wir be-   

reits Anrufung und Verehrung verschiedener Schlangen".

5

neck and often provided with several heads. This form has been 
taken up in Tibet, China and Japan '. Secondly: common ser 
pents, and thirdly: a combination of both, i. e. snakes of which 
the upper part of the body looks human, snake's heads appearing 
sbove their human heads; the lower part of the body entirely 
snake-like 2. The first mentioned shape is to be seen in Fig. 5 
(p. 29), a relief representing Nagas worshipping a small stupa 
on a throne, and in Fig. 103 (p. 103), where a Garuda in the 
shape of an enormous eagle is flying upwards with a NagT (Naga 
woman) in his claws, and biting the long snake which comes 
out of the woman's neck. A pillar figure of the stupa of Bharhut 
represents Cakravaka, the Naga king, standing on a rock in the 
water, with five snake's heads in his neck, while snakes are 
visible in holes of the rock 3. Once, when Nagas appeared before 
Buddha in order to listen to his words, he ordered Vajrapani to 
protect them against the attacks of their enemies, the Garudas. 
An Indian relief shows us these Nagas, the Naga king Elapatra 
and his consort, standing in the water, with snakes upon 
their heads, and worshipping Buddha, while in the background 
Vajrapiini is brandishing his sceptre against the expected Garudas. 
This Vajrapaiii's main function is, according to GRUNWEDEL, to 
give rain, and as a raingod he is the protector of the rain yivinj 
snake-yodx, the Nagas 4.

FOUCHER'S very interesting paper on the Great Miracle of the 
Buddha at Qravasti 5 repeately mentions the Naga kings Nauda 
and Upananda, represented at the base of the Buddha's lotus 
seat. At the request of King Prasenajit the Buddha wrought 
two miracles: walking through the air in different attitudes he 
alternately emitted flames and waves from the upper or lower' 
part of his body, and, secondly, he preached the Law after having 
multiplied himself innumerable times, up to the sky and in all 
directions. According to the Divyavadiina the Buddha, after having 
completed the first miracle, conceived a wordly idea, which was 
immediately executed by the gods. Brahma and Qakra placed 
themselves at the Buddha's right and left side, and the Naga

I

1 Cf. p. 114, Fig. 57, a Japanese picture, after Chinese model, representing Buddha's 

Nirvana. Among the lamenting creatures, which surround the Master's body, also Naga 

kings with snakes above their heads are to be seen.
2 Cf. GRUSWEDEL, Myth, das Buddhismns in Tibet und der Mongolei, p . 89, Fig. 73.

3 GRUNWEDEL, Buddh. in Tibet und der Mangold, p . 15.
4 L.I., p. 160.
5 FOOCHER, Le grand miracle du Buddha a Crauasli, Journal Asiatique, Serie X, 

Tome XIII, pp. 1 78.



kings Nanda and Upananda (who were said so have bathed the 
new-bom Buddha and to have 'played a part in many episodes 
of his life) created an enormous, magnificent lotus upon which 
the Master sat down. Then the Buddha by means of his magic 
power created a great number of Buddhas, seated on lotuses or 
standing, walking, lying, over his head, up to the highest heavens, 
arid on all sides. This scene is recognized by FOUCHER on several 
Indian monuments. Often the two Naga kings are seen under or 
on both sides of the lotus created by themselves. They are 
represented supporting the lotus in a kneeling attitude, entirely 
human but with five serpents over their heads ', or with human 
upper bodies and scaly serpent tails 2.

In the Jatakas the Nagas are always described as enormous ser 
pents ; sometimes, however, they appear in later Indian (i. e. Graeco- 
Buddhist) art as real di-ayoiut, although with the upper part of 
the body human. So we see them on a relief from Gandhara 3, 
worshipping Buddha's almsbowl, in the shape of big water-dragons, 
scaled and winged, with two horse-legs, the upper part of the 
body human. Most remarkable' is a picture 4 which represents 
Garudas fighting with Nagas before the preaching saint Subhuti. 
The Nagas are depicted there in all their three forms: common 
snakes, guarding jewels; human beings with four snakes in their 
necks; and winged sea-dragons, the upper part of the body 
human, but with a horned, ox-like head, the lower part of the 
body that of a coiling dragon. Here we find a link between the 
snake of ancient India and the four-legged Chinese dragon.

§ 2. The Naga according to some translated Buddhist texts.

After having referred to European scholars with respect to the 
Naga in Buddhism, we may compare their results with some 
translated Indian texts. Being not acquainted with the Sanscrit 
language, we thankfully make use of these translations in order 
to illustrate the Buddhist dragon tales of China and Japan; for, 
as I stated already in the Preface, this is the only aim of this 
Introduction.

Professor COWELL'S s translation of the Jataka, the canonical

1 Pp. 19, 48 seq., fig. 3, a sculpture of the rock-temples of Ajanta; cf. pp. 64 seq., 
fig. 11; pp. 74 seq., fig. 10, with two Nagis; pp. 58 seq., fig. 8.

2 P. 50 seq., fig. 7 (sculpture from Magadha).
3 GRUNWEDUL, Buddh. Kunst in Imlien, p . 20, fig. 10.
4 GRUNWEDEL, Buddh. in Tibet und der Mongolei, p . 189, fig. 100.
5 "T/ie Jataka", Cambridge 1895 1907.

Pali text, made up of those marvellous stories of the Buddha's 
former births, told by himself, contains seven tales which are 
vivid pictures of the great magic power of the Nagas, especially 
of their kings, of the splendour of their palaces, and, on the 
other hand, of their helplessness against their deadly enemies, the 
Garudas '. The Nagas are semi-divine serpents which very often 
assume human shapes and whose kings live with their retinues 
in the utmost luxury in their magnificent abodes at the bottom 
of the sea or in rivers or lakes. When leaving the Naga world 
they are in constant danger of being grasped and killed by the 
gigantic semi-divine birds, the Garudas, which also change them 
selves into men 2. Buddhism has, in its usual way, declared both 
Nagas and Garudas, mighty figures of the Hindu world of gods 
and demons, to be the obedient servants of Buddhas, Bodhisattvas 
and saints, and to have an open ear for their teachings 3. In the 
same way Northern Buddhism adopted the gods of the countries 
where it introduced itself and made them protectors of its doctrine 
instead of its antagonists.

Sometimes * we read that the Buddha, in a previous existence, 
succeeded in reconciling even such bitter enemies as a Naga 
and a Garuda king. He himself was sometimes born as a mighty 
Naga king. Thus he reigned as King Campeyya in his "jewelled 
pavillion" in the river Campa s, as King Saiiikhapala in the lake 
of this name  , and as King Bhuridatta in the sacred river 
Yamuna 7. In all these three cases he desired to be reborn in 
the world of men, and in order to attain this aim left his palace 
on fastdays and lay down on the top of an aut heap, observing 
the fast and offering his magnificent snake body to the passers-by.

1 Vol. II, p. 10, Book II, nr 154, the Uraga-Jataka; Vol. Ill, p. 174, Book VI, nr 
380, the Kharaputta-Jataka; Vol. IV, p. 281, Book XV, nr 500, the Gampeyya-Jataka; 
Vol. V, p. 42, Book XVI, nr 518, the Pandara-Jataka; Vol. V, p. 84, Book XVII, nr 
524, the Samkhapala-Jataka; Vol. VI, p. 80, Book XXII, nr 543, the Bhuridatta-Jataka; 
and Vol. VI, p. 120, Book XXII, nr 545, the Vidhurapandita-Jataka.

2 In Japan these birds have been identified with the Tengu: comp. my treatise on 
the Tengu, Transactions of the Asiatic Society of Japan, Vol. XXXVI, Part. II, 

pp. 25 98.
3 Cf. GHAVANNES, Conies et apologues, nr 343 (Vol. II, p. 288), where a Garuda does 

not grasp a Naga who has fled into the house of an ascetic on a small island in the 
sea; cf. Vol. Ill, p. 82, where a wicked Naga king is forced by an Arhat to go away, 
and Vol. I, nr 151, p. 423, where the Buddha converts a very evil Naga, whom innu 
merable Arhats could not convert.

4 Vol. II, p. 10, nr 154.
5 Vol. IV, 281, Book XV, nr 500.
0 Vol. V, p. 84, Book XVII, nr 524.
7 Vol. VI, pp. 80 113, Book XXII, nr 543.



Patiently he underwent the most terrible tortures, without using 
his enormous power against the puny rogues who caused him 
so much pain. As Saiiikhapala he was freed by a passing mer 
chant, whom he thereupon treated as a guest in his palace for 
a whole year, and who afterwards became an ascetic. In the two 
other eases, however, he fell into the hands of a snake-charmer, 
who by means of magical herbs, which he spit upon him, and 
by virtue of the "charm which commands all things of sense", 
as well as by squeezing and crushing, weakened the royal snake, 
and putting him in his basket carried him off to villages and 
towns, where he made him dance before the piiblic. In both 
legends the Bodhisattva is just performing before the King of 
Benares, when he is released on account of the appearance of 
another Naga, Sumana, his queen, or Sudassana, his brother '.

In the shape of a Garuda-king we find the Bodhisattva in 
another tale 2, where he finds out the secret way by which the 
Nagas often succeed in conquering and killing the Garudas, 
namely by swallowing big stones and thus making themselves 
HO heavy that their assailants, striving to lift them up, drop 
down dead in the midst of the stream of water, flowing out of 
the Naga's widely opened mouths. Pandara, a Naga king, was 
foolish enough to trust an ascetic, whom both he and the Garuda 
used to visit and honour, and told him at his repeated request 
the valuable secret of the Naga tribe. The treacherous ascetic 
revealed it at once to the Bodhisattva, who now succeeded in 
capturing Pandara himself by seizing him by the tail and holding 
him upside down, so that he disgorged the stones he had swallowed 
and was an easy prey. Moved by Pandara's lamentations, 
however, he released him and they became friends, whereupon 
they went together to the perfidious ascetic. The Naga king 
caused this fellow's head to split into seven pieces and the man 
himself to be swallowed by the earth and to be reborn in the 
Avici hell.

In the Kharaputta-jataka 3 we read about a Naga king who 
was nearly killed by boys, when seeking food on earth, but was 
saved out of their hands by Senaka, king of Benares. We do 
not read what made the mighty Niiga so powerless against those 
children; for there was apparently no question of fasting as in

1 A similar tale is to be found in CIIAVANNKS'S Conies el apologues extraits du 
Tripilaka chinois, Vol. I, pp. -189 sqq., nr 50.

2 Vol. V, pp. 42 seqq., Book XVI, nr 518.
3 Vol. Ill, p. 174, Book VI, nr 386.

the above mentioned legends of the Bodhisattva. He went back 
to the Naga world and from there brought many jewels as a 
present to the King, at the same time appointing one of his 
numberless Naga girls to be near the King and to protect him. 
He gave him also a charm by means of which he would always 
be able to find the girl, if he did not see her, and afterwards 
presented him with another charm, giving knowledge of all 
sounds, so that he understood the voices even of ants '. So we 
find the Naga king not only in the possession of numberless 
jewels and beautiful girls, but also of mighty charms, bestowing 
supernatural vision and hearing. The palaces of the Naga kings 
are always described as extremely splendid, abounding with gold 
and silver and precious stones, and the Naga women, when 
appearing in human shape, were beautiful beyond description. 
But the whole race was terribly quick-tempered, which made 
them, considering their deadly poison and their great magic 
power, very dangerous creatures 2. Even the breath of their 
nostrils was sufficient to kill a man, as we read in the above 
mentioned Kharaputta-jataka, where the Naga king, angry be 
cause the girl whom he had appointed to protect King Senaka, 
came back to the Naga world, falsely complaining that the King 
had struck her because she did not do his bidding, at once sent 
four Naga youths to destroy Senaka in his bedroom by the 
breath of their nostrils.

Often we find stories of men staying as guests in some Naga 
king's palace and enjoying all its luxury, sometimes for seven 
days 3, sometimes even for a whole year 4. The most interesting 
of all the Naga tales is the Bhuridatta-jataka 5. We read there 
about "the Naga world beneath the ocean"  , and about the Naga 
palace "beneath the Yamuna's sacred stream" 7, bxit at the same 
time the Naga maidens, frightened by the Alambayana spell, a 
serpent spell obtained from a Garuda-king R , "sank into the 
earth", and the "jewel of luck" 9, which "grants all desires" 1 0, 
when falling on the ground "went through it and was lost in

1 In nr -112 of CIIAVANNES' Conies el Apologues ( Vol. II, p. 382) a Naga king causes 
a king to understand all animals.

2 Vol. VI. p. 82, Book XXII, nr 543.
3 Vol. IV, p. 281, Book XV, nr 506.
4 Vol. V, p. 84, Book XVII, nr 524. In nrs 94 and 207 of CIIAV \NNES' Conies cl 

Apologues (Vol. I, p. 358, Vol. II, p. 87) an Arhat daily flies with his bed to the 
palace of a Naga king, where he receives food.

5 Vol. VI, pp. 80 113, Book XXII, nr 543.
6 P. 80. 7 P. 107. 8 Pp. 93, 95. 
9 P. 91. 10 P. 94.
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the Naga world" '. So we see that whatever belongs to that 
world can disappear into the earth and needs not enter the 
water, because both are the Nagas' domain 2. The "jewel which 
grants all desires", which was guarded by the Naga maidens 
but forgotten in their terror for the Garuda spell, is nothing but 
the "Nyo-i hoju", #p |f gf J^, mentioned in the Chinese and 
Japanese legends. The same story teaches us that children of 
men and Nagi (Naga women) are "of a watery nature", and 
cannot stand sunshine or wind, but are happiest when playing 
in the water 3.

So far the Jatakas of COWELL'S edition. It is a strange fact 
that in all these tales no mention is made of the Naga's nature 
of jod of clouds and rain, although this is the main reason why 
the Chinese identified him with their dragon. In the legends, 
translated from the Chinese Tripitaka by CHAVANNES 4, however, 
so much stress is laid on the rain giving capacity of the Naga, 
that we need not doubt as to its predominance in Northern 
Buddhism.

From the Lalita v'nstara 3 we learn that in the fifth week after 
reaching perfect Enlightenment the Buddha went to lake Muei- 
linda, and the Naga king of the same name, who resided there, 
came out of the water and with his coils and hoods shielded 
the Lord from the rain for seven da3rs, whereafter he assumed 
the shape of a youth and worshipped the Great Being. In the 
MaluioiHjya 6 the name of the lake and the Naga king is Muca- 
linda, and "in order to protect the Lord against the cold and 
the humidity, he seven times surrounded him with his coils and 
extended his hood over him". According to HARDY' "in the sixth 
week, he went to the lake Muchalinda, where he remained at

1 P. 97.
2 Cf. HARDY, Manual of Buddhism, p . 103, where king Bimbisara, hearing that 

a mysterious being (the Bodhisattva) was seen, is said to have ordered his courtiers to 
watch him when he should leave the town. "If he be a demon, he will vanish; if he 
be a deva, he will ascend into the sky; if a Naga, ha will descend into the earth".

3 P. 82.
4 Cinq cents conies el apologues exlrails du Tripitaka. chinois ( 1910).
5 Cli. XXII; CIIAVANNES also refers to the Yoga sulra, Sect. Ill, 18, 19 and 49; cf. 

KEUN, Manual of Indian Buddhism, pp. 21 seq.; OLDENBERG, Buddha, p . 136. In 
painting and sculpture the Buddha is frequently sitting under the extended hood of 
the Naga (HARDY, Manual of Buddhism, p . 182; GIIUNWEDEL, Mylhologie das Buddhis- 
mus in Tibet uml der Mongolei, p . 110, Fig. 87 and 88).

6 I, 3, quoted by KERN, Ilistoire du Douddhisme dans I'lnde, Annales du Musee 
Guimet X et XII, Vol. I, p. 86 (78).

7 Manual of Buddhism, p . 182.
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the foot of a midella tree. At that time rain began to fall, 
which continued for seven days, without intermission, in all the 
four continents. The naga Muchaliuda having ascended to the 
surface of the lake, saw the darkness produced by the storm; 
and in order to shelter Budha from the rain and wind, and 
protect him from flies, mosquitoes, and other insects, he spread 
over him his extended hood, which served the purpose of a canopy".

It is highly interesting to compare with these passages the 
version of the same legend, found in the Chinese Tripitaka'. 
There he is said to have gone to Mucilinda's river (not lake) 
immediately after having reached Enlightenment. While he was 
sitting under a tree, his brilliant light penetrated into the Naga's 
palace, just as in former times his three predecessors of this kalpa 
had spread their light, sitting on the same spot. The Naga, delighted 
to see the new Buddha's light, arose from the water, and, sur 
rounding the Lord with seven coils, covered him with his seven 
heads (not hoods). " The J^aya, ddightcd, caused wind and rain for 
seven days and niyhts" 2 . All that time the Lord sat motionless, 
protected by the royal snake, the first of all animals to be con 
verted. This legend is to be found in the Luh-tu tsih hint], 3 nr 
143 of NANJO'S Catalogue, translated by SENG-HWOI 4, who died 
A.D. 280 s.

The same work contains many jatakas, in which the Nrigas are 
frequently mentioned, sometimes in company with Qakra, Brahma, 
the four devarajas and the gods of the earth G . One day, when 
the Bodhisattva and Ananda were Nagas in order to complete

1 CHAVANNES, 1.1., Vol. I, Oh. VI, p. 275 sqq., nr 76; Tokyo ed. of the Tripitaka 
(1880 1885), VI, 5, pp. 82 sq.; great Japan, ed., in Leiden and in the India Office, 
Oh. VI, pp. 15 sqq.

2 g'|| J|l fl~ Jl^ ppj -tj |if -\^ ty   CHAVANNES translates: "Pour s'amuser, 

le naga dechaina le vent et la pluie". I should prefer: "The Naga, delighted, caused 
wind and rain". He was delighted because he could shelter the Lord from the wind 
and rain caused by himself. He did not think of amusing himself. But the main point 
of the question is the fact that the Naga in this version is said to have caused the 
wind and the rain himself, while the other versions only state that there was wind 
and rain.

3 -̂  jfi? ^ ̂ ^, "Collected sutras on the six Paramitas". CHAVANNES first thought 

that these sutras had been collected by SENG-IIWUI himself (Vol. I, p. 1, note 1), but 
alterwards felt inclined to believe that it is a translation of one Sanscrit text 
(Introd., p. III). 4 4£jf &  _

5 Nr 680 of NANJO'S Catalogue, partly translated by BEAL under the title of "Ro 
mantic legend of Sakya Buddha", does not contain this legend.

6 Cf. CHAVANNES, 1.1., Vol. I, Chap. V, pp. 100 sq., nrs 43 and 44; Trip. VI, 5, p. 
69; great Jap. ed. of Leiden, nr 143, Ch. V, pp. 5«, 6a.
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the expiation of their former evil deeds, "expanding their 
majestic spirit, they made heaven and earth shake; they raised the 
clouds and caused the rain to fair' ' . And when Devadatta was a 
terrible Naga, "he expanded all his force; lightning and thunder 
flashed and rattled" 2.

The Kiu tsah [fi-yii king 3, "Old (version of the) Samyuktava- 
dana sutra" (miscellaneous metaphors), translated in the third 
century A. D. by the same SENG-HWUI (NANJO'S Catalogue, nr. 1359) 
in some of its apologues mentions the Nagas as bringers of rain. 
Such a being by its rain made the dike, along which a cramanera 
carried his master's rice, so slippery that the man repeatedly 
tumbled clown and dropped the rice into the mud. His master 
summoned the Naga, who in the shape of an old man prostrated 
himself before the Arhat and invited him to dine in his palace 
all the days of his life. The Arhat accepted this offer and daily 
flew with his bed to the Naga's palace, after having entered 
abstract contemplation. But his pupil, anxious to know from 
where his master had got the splendid rice grains which he 
discovered in his almsbowl, hid himself under the bed and 
clinging to one of its feet arrived with the Arhat at the Naga's 
abode. The latter, his wife and the whole crowd of beautiful 
women respectfully saluted the cramana and the Qramanera, but 
the latter was warned by his master not to forget, that he, the 
cramanera himself, was a must higher being than the Naga, 
notwithstanding all the latter's treasures and beautiful women. 
"The Naga", said he, "has to endure three kinds of sufferings: 
his delicious food turns into toads as soon as he takes it into 
his mouth; his beautiful women, as well as he himself, change 
into serpents when he tries to embrace them; on his back he 
has scales lying in a reverse direction, and when sand and 
pebbles enter between them, he suffers pains which pierce his 
heart. Therefore do not envy him". The pupil, however, did not 
answer; day and night he thought of the Naga and forgot to 
eat. He fell ill, died and was reborn as the Naga's son, still more 
terrible than his father, but after death became a man again *.

i H ^ Ml W * ft :fc Wj %fa ^ 9 $£ \$ • Great Jap- ed - of Leiden ' nr
143, Ch. V, p. 196; CHAVANXES, Vol. I, Ch. V, p. 181, nr 48; Trip. VI, 5, p. 71.2 m HP n? ^»Si $§ US' in  Great jap- ed-  f Leiden ' nr 1 43 >  h- vi> p-
27a; CnWANMES, Vol. I, Ch. VI, p. 234, nr 70; Trip. VI, 5, p. 78.

3 w mmv&m.
4 CHAVANNES, I.I., Vol. I, nr 94, pp. 358 sqq. (Trip. XIX, 7, p. 19; great Jap. ed. of 

Leiden, nr 1359, Ch. I, pp. 6 sq.). Cf. a similar tale, Vol. II, nr 207, p. 87 (Trip. XIX, 7, p. 10).
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Another time the Buddha's disciples are compared to a great 
Naga who liked to give rain to the ecirth, but, fearing that the 
latter might not be able to bear the weight of the water, 
decided to make the rain fall into the sea'.

In the Tsah f^i-i/ii khuj 2, a work from the Korean Tripitaka, 
not to be found in NANJO'S Catalogue (for nr 1368, which bears 
tho same title, ia a different work) we find the following Naga 
tales. A Naga ascended to the sky and caused abundant rains to 
fall: for the devas they brought the seven precious things, for 
mankind fertilizing water, and for the hungry demons a great 
fire which burned the whole of their bodies a.

Another Naga who by means of a single drop of water could 
give rain to one or two or three kingdoms, nay to the whole 
JambudvTpa, placed it in the great sea that it might not dry xip 4.

An exorcist of Nilgas went with his pitcher full of water to 
the pond of such a being and by his magic formulae surrounded 
the Naga with fire. As the water of the pitcher was the only 
refuge the serpent could find, it changed into a very small 
animal and entered the pitcher  >.

Here we see the Nagas not only as rain gods, but also as 
beings wholly dependent on the presence of water and much 
afraid of fire, just like the dragons in many Chinese and Japanese 
legends.

With regard to the precious pearls in the possession of the 
Nagas as gods of the waters, we may mention a tale to be 
found in the J/o ho sentj eld lilh ° or "Discipline of the Maha- 
samghikas" (NANJO, nr 1119), translated in 416 by BUDDHABIIADRY 
and FAH-HIEN ''. There we read about a Naga who wore a necklace 
of pearls, which he liked so much that he preferred it to his 
friendship towards a hermit. The latter, daily tortured by the 
Naga's coils, wound around his body, succeeded in getting rid

1 L.I., Vol. I, nr 138, p. 410 (Trip. XIX, 7, p. 24).

2 $$• U tfjfc J$g, cf. CLIAVANNES, 1.1., Vol. II, p. 1, note 1. Goth this work and 

the Chuwj kiny cliwen Isah pci-yti king, Jffc jjj£. -j^t |l|| J||i t^ J^ (NANJO, nr

13GG) are said to be compiled by the bhiksu TAO Lioir, ]jg" Jji , but are probably 

two different editions of his work; KUMARAJIVA seems to have translated TAO Liou's 
work in 401 A. D.

3 CHAV\NNES, 1.1., Vol. II, nr 107, p. 23 (Trip. XIX, 7, p. 3).
4 L.I., Vol. II, nr 193, p. 63 (Trip. XIX, 7, p. 8).
5 L.I., Vol. II, nr 179, p. 42 (Trip. XIX, 7, p. 5).

6 H^ pj ff^ Jflft  £&' Mahasamghika \inaya.

7 NANJO, Calal, App. II, nrs 42 and 45.
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of him only by asking him for the precious necklace '. Also the 
Chinese dragons were said to have pearls at their throats.

The Awuluna-mtaka, a hundred legends translated from the 
Sanskrit by LEON FEEII 2 contain a few passages concerning the 
Nagas. The most important oue is the 91 th legend 3, where 
Suparni, the king of birds, is said to have seized from the ocean 
a little Naga, which after having been devoured was reborn as 
Subhiiti and by following the Buddha's teachings reached Arhatship. 
He remembered to have had five hundred rebirths among the 
Nagas on account of a long row of wicked thoughts in previous 
existences. Now he used his supernatural power to convert both 
Nagas and Garudas by protecting the former against five hundred 
Garudas and the latter against a gigantic Naga, which he caused 
to appear. In this way the law of love was taught them, and 
they followed his teachings.

In another legend 4 a Brahman is said to have been reborn as 
a Naga because he had broken his fast; seven times a day a 
rain of burning sand came down upon him till he succeeded in 
keeping a special fast. Then, after having died with abstinence 
of food, he was reborn in the Trayastrimcat heaven.

In a third passage 5 Viriipaksha, one of the four guardians of 
the world, who reigns on the West side of Mount Meru, is said 
to be surrounded by Nagas (his subjects, who live in the West).

Finally, the Nagas are mentioned among the divine beings 
who came to worship the Buddha: Qakra, the king of the gods, 
Vicvakarma and the four great kings surrounded by Devas, 
Nagas, Yakshas, Gandharvas and Kumbhaiidas  ; another time 
they are enumerated as follows: Devas, Nagas, Yakshas, Asuras, 
Garudas, Kinnaras and Mahoragas 7.

In ACVAGHOS.V'S StitralamMra *, translated into French from 
KUMARAJIVA'S Chinese version by EDOUARD HUBER, the Nagas are 
often mentioned. "When the great Naga causes the rain to fall, 
the ocean alone can receive the latter; in the same way the

1 CIIA.VANNES, 1.1., Vol. II, nr 355, p. 319 (Trip. XV, 8, p. 44).
2 Annales du Musec Guimel, Tome XVIII (1891).
3 Pp. 306 sq. 4 Nr 59, pp. 227 sqq. 5 Nr 19, p. S3.
6 Nr 12, pp. 57 sq. 7 Nr 17, p. 77.
8 Kumarajlva translated this collection of tales about A.D. 410; the original Sanskrit 

text is lost, except some fragments, which, according to HUBER, show that Kumurajiva 
not always understood the text. UDDER'S translation is based upon the TOKYO edition
of the Tripitaka (XIX, 4). It is nr 1182 of NAKJO'S Catalogue, entitled 

.  * A^ " 
^EC pfffl ' li tel'a"y translated: Malialamkara sutra castra.
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Saiiigha, (alone) can receive the great rain of the Law" '. When 
a merchant, Kotlkania by name, visited a town of pretas, these 
hungry demons uttered a long complaint, which contains the 
following verse : "When on the mountains and valleys the Heavenly 
Dragons (the Nagas) cause the sweet dew to descend, this changes 
into bubbling fire and spouts upon our bodies" ''. " Elapatra the 
Nagaraja, having violated the commandments by maltreating the 
leaves of a tree, after death fell among the Nagas, and none of 
the Buddhas has predicted the time when he shall be able to 
leave them" 3.

"The tears (of those who, on hearing the Law of the twelve 
Nidanas, are moved by pity and weep with compassion) can 
entirely destroy the Naga Vasuki who exhales a violent poison" 4.

"The Raksasas and the Picacas, the evil Nagas and even the 
robbers dare not oppose the words of the Buddha" \

An evil Naga guarded a big tree which stood in a large pond, 
and killed all those who took a branch or a leaf from it. When 
the bhiksus came to hew clown the tree in order to build a 
stupa, the people and a brahman warned them not to do so on 
account of the danger, but the bhiksus answered: "With regard 
to the poisonous Naga, you, brahman, glorify yourself. But we   
rely upon the Naga of men (the Buddha), and, placing our trust 
in Him, glorify ourselves ..... Among all the poisonous Nagas, 
for this Naga king you show yourself full of respectful thoughts. 
The Buddha is sweet and calm, He is the King of all beings, 
it is Him whom we revere, the Perfect one, the Bhagavat. Who 
would be able to subdue the poisonous Naga, if not the Buddha's 
disciples?" Then they cut clown the tree, and, to the astonish 
ment of the brahman, no c louds, no thunder, 110 miraculous signs 
bore witness to the Naga's wrath, as had formerly been the case 
even when one leaf of his tree was taken by a human hand  . 
The brahman, after having uttered his amazement and anger,

1 Ch. I, nr 3, p. 30; great Jap. Tripilaka of Leiden, nr 1182, Oh. I, p. 19:'

2 Ch. IV, nr 10, p. 100; great Jap. Trip, of Leiden, nr 1182, Ch. IV, p. 3a.
3 Ch. Ill, nr II, p. 04; great Jap. Trip, of Leiden, Ch. HI, p. 2<i.
4 Ch. VIII, nr 45, p. 215; great Jap. Trip, of Leiden, Ch. VIII, p. la.
5 Ch. IX. nr 52, p. 255 ; great Jap. Trip, of Leiden, Ch. IX, p. Qa.
0 Ch. XV, nr 80, p. 447; great Jap. Trip, of Leiden, nr 1182, Ch. XV, p. 21a.
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because he thought that they had used magic incantations, fell 
asleep, and in a dream was addressed as follows by the Naga: 
"Be not angry; what they did was done to show me their vene 
ration. They have neither despised nor wounded me, for my 
body supports the stiipa; moreover, the tree has become a 
beam of the stupa, and I can protect it; the stiipa of the Daca- 
bala, of the Exalted one, should I ever have been able to protect 
it (if not in this way) ?... There was still another reason, why 
I had not sufficient power (to resist the Buddha). I am going 
to tell you this reason, listen attentively: Taksaka, the Naga 
king, came here in person and took possession of this tree; 
could I protect it 1? Elapatra, the Naga king, himself came to 
this spot with Vaigramana: was my power sufficient to resist 
those Devas and Nagas, full of majesty *?" When the Brahman 
awoke, he became a monk.

This remarkable story shows us the Naga as on inhabitant of 
a pond, but at the same time as a tree demon, in which function 
we often found the serpent in Chinese and Japanese tales, but 
never in Indian Naga legends. As a rain and thunder god he is 
said to produce clouds and thunder when he is angry. Taksaka 
and Elapatra are mentioned here as the mightiest of the Naga 
kings, and Vaigramaiia, the guardian-of the North, king of the 
Yakshas, is probably confounded with Virupaksha, the guardian 
of the West, king of the Nagas. The whole legend is a typical 
specimen of the way in which Buddhism subdued the other cult*.

After having learned the Naga's nature fiom these Buddhist 
writings which made him known in China and Japan, we may 
venture one step into another direction, in turning to the Kathu- 
santsmjara or "Ocean of the streams of story". This "largest and 
most interesting collection" of tales was composed by the Kashrni- 
rian court poet SOMADEVA, "one of the most illustrious Indian 
poets" ', in the eleventh century of our era 2, but the original 
collection, its source, entitled the Brhatkatha, is must older, and, 
according to Prof. SPEYKR 3, "must have been arranged in that 
period of Indian history, when Buddhism exercised its sway over 
the Hindoo mind side by side with Caivism and so many other 
manifold varieties of sectarian and local creeds, rites and theoso- 
phies". "The main story and a large number of the episodes are

1 Gf. SPEYER, Studios about the Kathasaritsagara, Verhandelingen der Koninklijke 
Akademie van Wetenschappen te Amsterdam, Afd. Letterkunde, Nieiiwo Reeks, Deel 
VIII, n<> 5 (1908); p. 2.

2 L.I., p. 21. 3 L.I., p. 3.

Caiva tales, as was to be expected from the supposed first narra 
tor being no other than the Supreme God Civa himself" '. Next 
to legends of the Buddhists even mythological narrations from 
the Vedic age are to be found in this work, smaller collections 
being incorporated into it 2. Among the great number of interesting 
legends, contained in the Kathasaritxayira, translated by TAWNEY 
(1880 1884), there are several in which the Nagas play a more 
or less important part.

The first thing which strikes us is the total absence of passages 
devoted to their capacity of giring rain. Combining this with 
the same observation made above with regard to the jatakas 
of COVVKLL'S edition, we feel inclined to believe that this part of 
the Nagas' nature has been particularly developed by the Northern 
Buddhists. The original conceptions regarding these semidivine 
serpents, living in the water or under the earth, seem to have 
attributed to them the power of raising cloud* and thunder, and 
of appearing as clouds themselves, but not as rain giving beings. 
It is, of course, a very obvious conclusion that cloud gods pro 
duce rain, but it seems that this idea, which made them the 
benefactors of mankind, first rose in the minds of the adherents 
of the Mahayana school. According to the original ideas, on the 
contrary, they seem to have only given vent to their anger in 
terrifying mankind by means of dense clouds, thunder and earth 
quakes. Highly interesting in this respect is the following story, 
to be found in the KathasariUmjara 3.

In the Vindhya forest in the northern quarter there was a 
solitary agoka tree, and under it, in a lake, stood the great 
palace of a mighty Naga king, Paravataksha by name, who obtained 
a matchless sword from the war of the gods and the Asuras. 
In order to get this sword an ascetic, assisted by a prince and 
his followers, threw enchanted mustard-seed upon the water, 
thus clearing it from the dust which concealed it, and began to 
offer an oblation with snake-subduing spells. "And he conquered 
by the power of his spells the impediments, such as earthquakes, 
clouds, and so on. Then there came out from that aQoka tree a 
heavenly nymph, as it were, murmuring spells with the tinkling 
of her jewelled ornaments, and approaching the ascetic she pierced 
his soul with a sidelong glance of love. And then the ascetic 
lost his self-command and forgot his spells; and the shapely fail- 
one, embracing him, flung from his hand the vessel of oblation.

I

1 Ibidem. 2 Ibidem. 
3 Ch. LXX, Vol. II, p. 149 sq. 

Verb. Kon. Akad. v. \\etenscli. (Afd. Letterk.) N. R. Dl XIII, N . 2.
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And then the snake Paravataksha had gained his opportunity, 
and he came out from that palace like the dense cloud of the day 
of doom. Then the heavenly nymph vanished, and the ascetic 
beholding the snake terrible with flaming eyes, roaring horribly ! , 
died of a broken heart. When he was destroyed, the snake lay 
aside his awful form, and cursed Mrigankadatta (the prince) and 
his followers, for helping the ascetic, in the following words: 
'Since you did what was quite unnecessary after all coming here 
with this man, you shall for a certain time be separated from 
one another'. Then the snake disappeared, and all of them at 
the same time had their eyes dimmed with darkness, and were 
deprived of the power of hearing sounds. And they immediately 
went in different directions, separated from one another by the 
power of the curse, thoiigh they kept looking for one another 
and calling to one another".

Nagas injuring the crops are mentioned in another passage, 
where Svayamprabha, queen of the Asuras residing in Patala 
land, "makes herself surety (to king Merudhvaja) that the Nagas 
shall not injure the crops" 2. The seven Patalas are the nether 
world 3, the "home of the serpent race below the earth" 4, but 
also the Asuras, "who escaped from the slaughter in the great 
fight long ago between the gods and asuras", had fled to Patala 5 
and lived there. As to the Nagas having their abode in Patala 
land, we may refer to the following passages of the KatMsarit- 
suyara. "On the extreme shore he set up a pillar of victory, 
looking like the king of the serpents emerging from the world 
below to crave immunity for Patala"  . "Do you not remember 
how he went to Patala and there married the daughter of a 
Naga, whose name was Surupa 1" 7 When Kadru and Vinata, two 
wives of Kacyapa, had a dispute as to the colour of the Sun's 
horses, they made an agreement that the one that was wrong 
should become a slave to the other. Kadru, the mother of the 
snakes, induced her sons to defile the horses of the Sun by 
spitting venom over them; thus they looked black instead of 
white, and Vinata, the mother of Garuda, king of birds, was 
conquered by this trick and made Kadru's slave. When Garuda 
came to release her, the snakes asked the nectar from the sea 
of milk, which the gods had begun to churn, as a substitute,

1 This is probably thunder and lightning.
2 Ch. CXIX, Vol. II, p. 551. 3 Vol. II, p. 549, note \ .
4 Vol. I, p. 185, note 3. 5 Ch. CXVIII, Vol. II, p. 539
G Ch. XIX, Vol. I, p. 150. 7 Ch. CXXIII, Vol. II, p. 597.

aiid Garuda went to the sea of milk and displayed his great 
power in order to obtain the nectar. "Then the god Vishnu, 
pleased with his might, deigned to say to him: 'I am pleased 
with you, choose a boon1. Then Garuda, angry because his mother 
was made a slave, asked a boon from Vishnu   'May the snakes 
become my food' ". Vishnu consented, and Garuda, after having 
obtained the nectar, promised Indra to enable him to take it 
away before the snakes should have consumed it. He put the 
nectar on a bed of Kuca grass and invited the snakes to take 
it there after having released his mother. They did so, and 
Garuda departed with Vinata, but when the snakes were about 
to take the nectar, Indra swooped down and carried off the vessel. 
"Then the snakes in despair licked that bed of Darbha grass, 
thinking that there might be a drop of spilt nectar on it," but 
the effect was that their tongues were split, and they became 
double-tongued for nothing. What but ridicule can ever be the 
portion of the over-greedy? Then the snakes did not obtain the 
nectar of immortality, and their enemy Garuda, on the strength 
of Vishnu's boon, began to swoop down and devour them. And 
this he did again and again. And while he was thus attacking 
them, the snakes in Patala were dead with fear, the females 
miscarried, and the whole serpent race was well-nigh destroyed. 
And Vasnki the king of the snakes, seeing him there every day, 

, considered that the serpent world was ruined at one blow: then, 
J after reflecting, he preferred a petition to that Garuda of 

irresistible might, and made this agreement with him   'I will 
send you every day one snake to eat, 0 king of birds, on the 
hill that rises out of the sand of the sea. But yon must not act- 
so foolishly as to enter Patala, for by the destruction of the 
serpent world your own object will be baffled'. When Vasuki said 
this to him, Ganida consented, and began to eat every day in 
this place one snake sent by him: and in this way innumerable 
serpents have met their death here". Thus spoke a snake, whose 
turn it was to be devoured by Garuda, to Jlmutavahana, "the 
compassionate incarnation of a Bodhisattva" ', son of Jlmutaketu, 
the king of the Vidyadharas on Mount Himavat. And Jmiuta- 
vahana, "that treasure-house of compassion, considered that he 
had gained an opportunity of offering himself up to save the 
snake's life. He ascended the stone of execution and was carried 
off by Garuda who began to devour him on the peak of the 
mountain". At that moment a rain of flowers fell from Heaven,

I 

I

Vol. I, p. 174.
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and Garuda stopped eating, but was requested by Jmiiitavahana 
himself to go on. Then the snake on whose behalf he sacrificed 
his life, arrived and cried from far; "Stop, stop, Garuda, he is 
not a snake, I am the suake meant for you". Garuda was much 
grieved and was about to enter the fire to purify himself from 
guilt, but following Jimiitavahaua'a advice determined never 
again to eat snakes, and to make revive those which he had 
killed. The goddess Gaurl by raining nectar on Jirniitavahana 
made him safe and sound, and Garuda brought the nectar of 
immortality from heaven and sprinkled it along the whole shore 
of the sea. "That made all the suakes there (whose bones were 
lying there) rise up alive, and then that forest, crowded with 
the numerous tribe of suakes, appeared like Patnla come to behold 
Jlmfltavahana, having lost its previous dread of Garuda" '.

Patala-laud, the seven uuder-worlds, one of which was called 
Rasatala 2 (sometimes equivalent to Patala) 3, was inhabited by 
Nagas, Asuras, Daityas and Danavas (two classes of demons 
opposed to the gods and identified with the Asuras). There were 
temples of the gods (Qiva 4, Durga s, the Fire-god  ), worshipped 
by the demons. As to its entrances, these are described as moun 
tain caverns 7 or "openings in the water" 8 ; or wonderful flagstaffs 
rising out of the sea with banners on them showed the way 
thither  . Sometimes human kings were allowed to visit this 
Fairy land. Chandraprabha e. g., after having offered to Qiva and 
Rudra, with his queen and his ministers, with Siddharta at their 
head, entered an opening in the water pointed out by Maya, and 
after travelling a long distance, arrived there 1 0. And king Chan- 
dasinha with Sattvaclla plunged into the sea and following the 
sinking flagstaff reached a splendid city ". Also king Yacahketu, 
after diving into the sea, suddenly beheld a magnificent city, 
with palaces of precious stones and gardens and tanks and wishiug- 
trees that granted every desire, and beautiful maidens l 2 . This 
agrees with the description of the Naga palaces which we found 
in the Jatakas.

A temple of Vasuki, the king of the snakes, is mentioned in the

\ Ch. XXII, Vol. I, pp. 182 sqq.; cf. Cli. XC, Vol. II, pp. 312 sqq.
2 Vol. I, p. 417; II, 544. 3 II, 185, note 4.
4 II, 198, in the form of Ilatakegvara. We read on p. 109 of the Sanrj hyaiirj 

Kamahayanikatt, an interesting old-Javanese text translated by J. KATS, that Icvara, 
Brahma and Vishnu by order of Vairocana filled heaven with gods, the earth with men, 
and the netherworld (Patala) with Nagas. 5 II, 207. 0 II, 547.

7 I, 440. "There are on this earth many openings leading to the lower regions", 
II, 197. 8 I, 417. 9 II, 269. 10 I, 417. 11 II, 269. '

12 II, 289, cf. II, 544. There was also a Ganges in the Netherworld; II, 198.
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game work '. There was a festive procession in his honour, and 
.treat crowds worshipped him. His idol stood in the shrine, which 
^ a^ full of long wreaths of flowers like serpents, "and which 
therefore resembled the abyss of Patala". To the South of the 
temple there was a large lake sacred to Vasuki, "studded with 
red lotusses, resembling the concentrated gleams of the brilliance 
of the jewels on snakes' crests; and encircled with blue lotusses, 
which seemed like clouds of smoke from the fire of snake poison; 
overhung with trees, that seemed to be worshipping with their 
flowers blown down by the wind".

Other passages relate about Nagas assuming human shapes 3, 
either to escape Ganida (who in this work is alwaj's mentioned 
us one being), or to embrace a Nagi. In the former case Garnda 
himself persecuted the Naga in human form, in the latter the 
suake-god, discovering that he was deceived by his wife during 
his sleep, "discharged fire from his mouth, and reduced them 
both (her lover and herself) to ashes".

§ 3. The Naga a,a a giver of rain,

We have seen above that the Naga's capacity of raising clouds 
and thunder when his anger was aroused was cleverly converted 
by the Mahayana school into the highly beneficient power of 
giving rain to the thirsty earth. In this way these fearful ser 
pents by the influence of Buddha's Law had become blessers of 
mankind. It is clear that in this garb they were readily identi 
fied with the Chinese dragons, -which were also blessing, rain 
giving gods of the water.

The four classes into which the Mahayanists divided the 
Nagas were:

1. Heavenly Nugas ( ^ ]||), who guard the Heavenly Palace 
and carry it so that it does not fall.

2. Divine Nagas ( fjljj j||), who benefit mankind by causing the 
elands to rise and the rain to fall.

3. Earthly Xagas ( itfa f|)> wno drain off rivers (remove the 
obstructions) and open sluices (outlets).

1 Ch. LXXIV, Vol. II, p. 225. Viisuki is also mentioned Vol. I, p. 32, where 
Kirtisena, his brother's son, is said to have married Crutfirtha, the daughter of a 
Brahman. His daughter Ratnaprabha is mentioned Vol. I, p. 544. He cursed a Naga 
king who had fled from battle, Vol. II, p. 171. The serpent Vas>uki served as a rope 
with which to whirl round mount Mandara, when the sea was churned and produced 
Qii or Lakshmi, Vol. II, p. 568, note 1.

2 Ch. LXI, Vol. II, p. 54; Ch. LXIV, Vol. II, p. 98.
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uardin the trea 4. JWayaa who are ly'my hidden 
suries of the "Kings of the Wheel'' (^ ̂ E > Cakravarti-rajas) 
and blessing mankind '.

The Taiheiki 2, a Japanese work, relates an Indian tale in 
which a Dragon (i. e. Naga) king is said to have caused rain. A 

si-en ( f[{j, the Chinese equivalent for a wonder-working ascetic), 
annoyed by this, caught all big and small dragons of the inner 
and outer seas, and shut them up in a rock. Owing to their 
absence not a drop of rain fell for a long time, and the crops 
were spoiled by the heavy drought. Then the king, moved with 
compassion for his people, asked his advisers how this ascetic's 
power could be broken and the dragons let loose. The answer 
was, that a beautiful woman could seduce him and thus put a 
stop to his magic capacity. So the King despatched the greatest 
beauty of his harem to the cottage of the ascetic, who immediately 
fell in love with her and, losing his supernatural power, became 
an common man and died. The dragons, no longer under his 
influence, flew away to the sky, and caused the winds to blow 
and the rain to fall.

A passage from JIN-CHCAU'S Buddhist Kosmoa 3, dealing with the 
Naga kings, and translated by BEAL in his Catena of Buddldtt 
scripture'* from the Cldne.te*, mentions four sutras, one of which, 
the ]\fahamegha sUtra^ shall be treated below in § 4. As to the 
Lau-Tdn(>) sutra, the title of which is not explained by BEAL, 
so that we know neither the Chinese characters nor the Sanscrit 
equivalent, this sutra is said there to contain the following passage: 
"To the North of Mount Sumeru, under the waters of the Great- 
Sea, is the Palace of Sagara Nagaraja, in length and breadth

II

1 Cf. the Japanese Buddhist dictionary Bukkyo iroha jilen, 4$tt ^f V^ 

ja , written in 1901 (sec. ed. 1904) by MIURA KENSUKE, ^ }|fj fft 

the Chinese work Ttfien tfioh ku lei shu, y|# Tftfc Jg

3
Vo1 -

56 s. v. |j

written in the Ming dynasty by CH'EN JEN-SIH, (JJJ! ft ̂  . The same Chinese work 

enumerates as follows the three sorrows (j^fj) of the Indian dragons:

1. Hot winds and hot sand, which burn their skin, flesh and bones.
2. Sudden violent winds, which blow away the palaces of the dragons and make 

them lose their treasures, clothes, etc., so that they can no longer hide their shapes.
3. Golden-winged bird-kings (Garuda kings) who enter the dragons' palaces and 

devour their children.

2 -^ 2p jljl ) written about 1382, Ch. XXXVII, p. 6.

3 Fah-kai-on-lih-to ( £fc J1^ , Fah-kai is Dharmadhalu).
4 P. 48.
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SOOOO yojanas; ^ ig surrounded by precious walls, a beautiful 
railing, garden and parks, adorned with every species of decora 
tion". This Sagara, one of the eight Great Naga kings mentioned 
above, apparently obtained the principal rank among the rain 
bestowing Nagas of the sea, worshipped by the Northern Buddhists.

From the Saddlmrma, smrtyiiptusilir'ma xutm ', which BEAL, 
without giving the Chinese title, wrongly calls Saddharma Prakasa 
sasana utitrn, but which I found in NANJO'S Catalogue sub nr 
6^9, BEAL quotes the following passage: "Down in the depths 
of the Great Sea 1000 yojanas is a city named Hi-loh, its length 
and breadth 3000 yojanas; it is occupied by Nngarajas. There 
are two sorts of Nagariijas: 1. Those who practise the Law of 
Buddha; 2. Those who do not do so. The first protect the world; 
the second are opposed to it. Where the good Nagas dwell it 
never rains hot sand, but the wicked Nagas are subject to this 
plague, and their palaces and followers are all burned up. Whenever 
men obey the Law, and cherish their parents, and support and 
feed the Shamans, then the good Nagarajas are able to acquire 
increased power, so that they can cause a small fertilizing rain 
to fall, by which the five sorts of grain are perfected in colour, 
scent, and taste.... If, on the contrary, men are disobedient to 
the Law, do not reverence their parents, do not cherish the 
Brahmans and Shamans, then the power of the wicked dragons 
increases, and just the opposite effects follow; every possible 
calamity happens to the fruits of the earth and to the lives 
of men".

Finally, the Buddluivataiiisaka. mahavaipulya sutra 3 contains a 
large number of interesting passages with regard to the Nagas 
as gods of clouds and rain. BEAL translates as follows: "In the 
midst of the Palace of the Naga-raja Sayara there are four pre 
cious gems, from which are produced all the gems of the Ocean. 
Here also is the Palace of Jambuketu, the Naga-raja's eldest son; 
also the palace of Vasuki Naga-raja, and eighty myriads of other 
Dragons, each having his separate palace".

"There are five sorts of Dragons: 1. Serpent-dragons; 2. Lizard- 
dragons; 3. Fish-dragons; 4. Elephant-dragons; Toad-dragons".

I 
I

IE 679)-

2 NANJO, nrs 87 and 88: ~fc ~k ljjj| 4$l S5t jjjz $2, litt. Mahamipulya 

dhaoalamsaka sutra; nr 87 is translated by BUDDHABIIADUA ( ^ *jjj£ , who worked 

A. D. 398 421, cf. N\NJO, Appendix II, nr 42, p. 399) and others; nr 88 is a later 
and fuller translation by QIKSHANANDA, A. D. 095 099.
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"fiat/am Naga-raja, assuming the appearance of Maheshvara, 
exerting his great strength, mightily assists all sentient creatures. 
His influence extends from the four continents up to the Para- 
uirmita VaQavartin Heaven. He spreads out the clouds d iversified 
with every colour, excites the varied brightness of the lightning, 
causes the changing peals of thunder, raises propitious b reezes, 
distils fertilizing sltowera. But though this Naga-raja is well affected 
towards men, the good principles which prevail in the world 
are the real source of propitious rain falling. Again it is said 
that A )iat'<it<q)trt Naga-raja raises the widespreading vapoury clouds 
which cover JambudvTpa and distil soft and nourishing rain, 
causing the various herbs and grains to spring up and nourish, 
and the fountains and rivers to swell with refreshing streams11 .

Beside in this passage translated by BEAT, the same sutra often 
mentions Sagara and the other Naga-kings as givers of rain. In 
the Chinese translation of the end of the seventh century A. D. 
(NANJO, nr 88) we read e.g.: "Further, there are innumerable 
Great Naga-kings, called Virupakshu, Sagara, etc. etc...., who 
by raising the clouds and diffusing the rain put an end to the 
vexations caused to all living beings by burning heat" '.

"When the Great Sea-Naga-kiug (Sagara) sends down the rain, 
He (the Enlightened One) can separately count the drops, and 
in one thought make out (their number)" 2.

Comparisons especially, mostly in stanzas, of the rain-giving 
Naga kings to Buddha and his Law, are very numerous :) .

"The Supreme Naga king Sagara, when raising the clouds 
covers the whole earth and distributes the rain over all places, 
and in his heart thBre is but one thought   so do also the 
Bucldhas, the Kings of the Law: great clouds of compassion 
spread everywhere, and, on behalf of all those who practise 
religious austerities, rain down on each and on all without 
distinction" *.

"Like Anavatapta Nagaraja sends down the rain everywhere 
on JambudvTpa and thus can cause all the plants and trees to 
shoot up and grow, and it (the rain) does not come forth from 
his body but from his heart   in the same way also the

i
18a, 6. 2 Ch. XV, p. 186.

3 Of. Ch. XV, p. 216; XVII, 19a; XXXVIII, 226; XLII, 66, 156; LI, 116; LII, 16; 
LII, 36; LXXX, 22a.

4 Ch. LI, p. 12«.

beautiful words of the Bucldhas everywhere rain upon the Universe 
(Dharmadhatu)" '.

Thus this sutra is a striking evidence of the great blessing 
po\ver attributed by Northern Buddhism to the Naga kings as 
<.-ivers of rain.
c

§ 4. Sutras recited in rain ceremonies.

The most important of the sutras, recited by the Northern 
Buddhists for causing rain in times of drought, is the Alahu- 
meglui sutra, " The Siitra of the Great Cloud". NANJO'S Catalogue 
of the Kuddhist I'ripitaka contains four Chinese translations of 
this text: nis 18G 188, and 970. The titles of the translations 
are a little different from one another -, but the original work 
is the same. JNANAGDPTA translated it first between A. D. 557 
and 581 (nr 187), and a second time between A. D. 589 and 
618 (nr 186). -In A. D. 585 another translation was made by 
NARHNDRAYACAS (ur 188). Nr 970, which has the same Chinese 
title as nr 188, is a later translation. The Sanskrit text still 
exists, and an extract of it is given by BENDALL, in the Journal 
of the Royal Asiatic Society 3 ; this agrees with nr 186, while 
BEAL, in his Catena of Buddhist Scriptures from the Chinese, gives 
an abstract of nr 188. According to DE GROOT 4 the sutra was 
translated by AMOGHAVAJRA, the second patriarch of the Yoga 
school in China, disciple of VAJRABODHI (the first patriarch of the 
same school, who in 719 arrived in China). This is apparently 
nr 970 of NANJO'S Catalogue, designated as "a later translation".

From BUNDALI.'S extract we learn that the contents of the 
Mahameglia sutra are as follows. "On one occasion the Venerable 
One dwelt in the palace of the Snake-Kings Nanda and Upauanda, 
in the summer pavillion of the circle of mighty clouds filled with

1 Ch. LI, p. 116.

_
sutra, for asking rain": 

Nr 187: -

aft (, "Mahuvaipulya Great Cloud

j
Nr 188:

j

, "Great Cloud sutra for asking rain".

|g, -'Great Cloud-wheel sHtra for asking rain". On
P. 116 of the Chinese text we find the name of the Tathagata "Great Cloud- wheel". 
GENDALL (p. 303) translates "great cloud-circle", but jjfjgj is wheel. 

Nr 970: same title as nr 188.
3 New Series, Vol. XII (1880), pp. 280 sqq.
4 Le Code du Mahayana en Chine, Verhandelingen der Koninklijke Akademie van 

Wetenschappen, Afd. Letterkunde, Deel I, n  2 (1893), Ch. VIII, pp. 1-48 sqq.
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precious gems and jewels, accompanied by a mighty assemblage 
of bhikshus, and by a migbty assemblage of bodhisattvas, and a 
miglity host of kings, to wit, Nanda the Snake King, and Upa- 
nanda (here follows a list of 185 snakes) ', attended, 1 say, by 
84 hundreds of thousands of millions of krores of snakes assem 
bled and seated together". All the Nagas saluted the Lord, bending 
their clasped hands towards him, whereupon they stood on one 
side and made supplications. "Let us worship, let us reverence, 
esteem, honour the samudras (infinite numbers) of Bodhisattvas... 
ridinj upon the sea-clouds, immeasurable and innumerable, with 
samudras of c loud-bodies". Then the "Great Supreme King of 
Snakes" asks: "How, 0 Venerable One, may all the troubles of 
all the snakes subside; (and how) may they (thus) gladdened and 
blessed, send forth rain-torrents here, seasonably for Jambudvlpa; 
make all grasses, bushes, herbs, forest-trees to grow; produce 
all corn; give rise to all juices, whereby the men of Jambudvlpa 
may become blessed ?" The Master answers, that all the troubles 
of the Nagas may subside and they may be reborn in the 
Brahma-world by exercising charity. Further, they must put into 
action the Sarvasukhandada dharam, and repeat the names of the 
Tathagatas, "whose families and races are sprung from the one 
hair-tip of Vairocana, speedy producers of happiness [consisting of] 
a circle of clouds". Here follows a large number of names of 
Tathagatas, among which in the Chinese text 2 such are found 
as: "Tathagata who stores up the great clouds" 3, "Tathagata the 
displaying of whose nature sends forth the clouds" *, " Tathagata 
who holds in his hands (and directs) the clouds and the rain" J, 
"Great raiser of the clouds"  , "Great disperser of wind and

1 Among these Naga-kings the Chinese text gives names as: Moon-cloud, Sea-cloud, 
Great Cloud-receptacle (store-house), Niiga-king who sends down the rain, Niiga-king of 

Clouds and Rain, Great Rain, King of Clouds, etc. ( J^\ g? ^ $$ g| ̂ ^ f|| jjfc ^

n M II3E, n M H! EE, A M ,   £)   " P- ^ of nr 1 88 we
find the NiTga-king Kumblrira (Crocodile) (^ flfa JJ£ ^j| ̂ £ ), i.e., as BEA.L (Galena, 
p. 423) rightly remarks, the well-known god Kompira of Japan. When at the Restau- 
ration the Shintoists reclaimed all their temples from the Buddhists, they wrongly 
declared Kompira to be an obscure Shinto deity, called Kotohira, and thus took possession 
of all the shrines of this Naga-king, the protector of sailors and of those -who travel on sea.

2 P. 11 sq.

3
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clouds" », "Great cloud wheel" 2 etc. "By the utterance of these 
names of Tathagatas, 0 snake-king, all woes of all snakes are 
set at rest, and [though] fraught with ills they create here in 
Jambudvlpa showers in season and for a season, and make all 
grass, shrubs, herbs, forest-trees, and corn to grow". At the 
request of the Naga king the Buddha utters a Dharam called 
Mahakarmiodbhava, "which causes rain in time of drought and 
checks excessive rain", and invokes the Nagas: "0 miglity snakes, 
bring rain here by the appointment of the truth of all Devas, 
hail! By the appointment of the truth of Brahma, rain here in 

'Jambudvlpa, hail!"
Then follow prescriptions for the Great Cloud-circle (or iclied) 

rite. "He who desires a mighty rain must perform this rite in 
an open space, overspread by a blue canopy, shaded by a blue ban 
ner, on a clear spot of earth; (being) a prophet of the Law, 
seated on a blue seat, fasting according to the ashtangu, with 
A\ ell-washed limbs, clad in pure raiment, anointed with fragrant 
odour, wearing the three white stripes, he must recite it for a 
day and night continuously facing the east; he must place four 
full vessels, filled with pure blue water, after prayers to the 
Tathagatas also, according to his power, an oblation, and flowers 
and odours; then the prophet of the Law, after having painted 
towards the four quarters with liquid cow-dung on a reed, iu 
the eastern quarter three hastas high must depict the snake-king 
called Tricvrshaka (Three-crested), with cow-dung: in the southern 
quarter him called Paucacirshaka (Five-crested) five hastas high; 
in the western, seven hastas high, SaptacTrshaka (Seven-crested); 
in the northern, NavacTrshaka (Nine-crested), nine hastas high..... 
Afterwards, at a season of drought, he shall recite this chapter, 
'The Great-cloud-circle', for one day or for two, until it needs 
shall rain seven nights".

Then by numerous invocations the snake kings are summoned. 
On p. 309 we read that this "Whirlwind"' chapter, also called 
"The Heart of all Serpents" must be recited by the prophet of the 
Law, after three snake kings with their retinues having been 
painted with cow-dung for thrice seven days uninterruptedly: 
a triple-crested one in the East, a seven-crested one in the West,

yV :§^ fpiffl 5?H ^R   ^' ^' le D ame  f tne sutra itself: "Great Cloud wheel sutra 

for asking rain", translated by NANJO into, "Sutra on asking rain of the Great 
Cloudwheel".
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and a nine-crested one in the North. "A blue canopy and blue 
dress, blue banner (are to be used) and all the offering is to be 
made blue". 'The cloud-mouarchs too must be depicted, emitting 
a shower, and rubbing against one another; at the end masses 
of rain-birds and lightning are to be painted", and offerings of 
parched rice, fish, flesh and honey-food without curds must be 
made. After all these preparatory measures the prophet of the 
Law, pure and clad in pure raiment, must recite this "Whirlwind" 
chapter, "the Heart of Snakes".

BKAL ' gives a short abstract of this siltra (nr 188), as he found 
it in the Chinese Tripitaka. Of the great Naga kings enumerated 
hi the beginning the third one is Smjara a , the principal sea god 
of Chinese Buddhists, who often called him simply "The Sea- 
dragon-kiug". By this name he is also indicated in the titles of 
the two sutras nrs 456 and 457 of NANJO'S Catalogue 3. The fourth 
Naga king, A navatapta 4, was well-known in Japan, as we will 
see below 5. To him nr 437 of NANJO'S Catalogue is devoted 
(translated A. D. 308)  . In the fifth place the Naga king Manasvin 1 
is mentioned. Then follows Varuna ", the Naga king, different 
from the deity of this name, called in China the Deva of the 
Water 9, which name reminds us of the famous Suttem/ii 10 of Tokyo. 
Professor SPETER. had the kindness to point out to me that in 
the J\laJiai'astu " , where the Buddha blesses Bhallika and Trapusa, 
among the protectors of the West Virupaksha, the Nagas and 
Varuna are mentioned. As to Virupaksha, one of the four guar 
dians of the world, he is the sovereign of all the Nagas. Varuna, 
the Brahmanic god of heaven, is at the name time the regent

\ A catena of Buddhist scriptures from the Chinese (1871), p. 419 sqq.
2 The first and second are Nanda and Upananda. Sagara is written '&. •yjft %tt ,

cf. EITEL, Sanskrit-Chinese dictionary, s . v. (there wrongly ^^ instead of |j£).

3 Nr 4-50: / r4fe a^ '/Q S§ ^ /^> ''Buddhabhashita Sagara Nilgai aja <oitra". 

Nr 457 : -M> 'JS. y^J S g qp |{£ £fc £ H ^ , "Sutra on the Seal of the Law, 

spoken by Duddlia for the sake of the Naga-king Silgara".4 -
5 Book II, Ch. Ill, § 4.
6 Anavatapta nagariija pariprkklui sutra. The Chinese title is quite different.
' I$J SR Slf   Cf. EITEL, 1.1. s.v. Munasa, where Manasvin is wrongly said to be 

the tutelary deity of lake Miinasarovara (in Tibet identified with lake Anavatapta, cf. 
KAWAOUCHI, Three years in Tibet, Ch. XXVI, pp. 139 sqq.).

8 ^||#R. 9 iC^. 10 fcjt'g. 
11 III, 308, 13.
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of the sea, and, as one of the eight Lokapalas, guardian of the 
West'. It is remarkable that there were apparently two beings 
of the same name, both deities of the water and of the West, 
Varuna the deva and Varuna the Naga king. '

After Takshaka 2, Dhrtarashtra 3 and Vasuki 4, of whom the first, 
and the third both belong to the eight great Naga kings of 
Northern Buddhism '', MucUinda °, also called MahumuciUnda, 
who, as we have seen above, protected Qakyamuni during the 
seven days of meditation, and Elci[jatra ', who consulted the 
Buddha about rebirth in a higher sphere, are enumerated, followed 
by 176 others.

The same Naga kings, except Mucilinda and Elapatra, are 
mentioned in the so-called Anumantraita, an invocation of the 
Nagas found in the Bower MS. from Mingai, about which R . 
MORRIS" writes the following: "As regards to the contents of the 
MS., fol. 3 apparently contains a charm which is intended to 
force the Nagas or snake-deities to send rain. The mutilated 
line 1 enumerates, it would seem, various plants which are to be 
used as ingredients for an oblation. Line 2 gives the Mantra for 
the oblation..... The end of line 2 and the following lines to 
the end of the page contain the so-called Anumantrana, a further 
invocation of the snake-deities, intended to propitiate them by a 
declaration of the worshipper's friendly relations with various 
individual Nagas. This snake-charm, which appears to be Buddhistic, 
was probably composed in Southern India. For it mentions 'the 
district on the banks of the Gola', i. e. the Godavarl..... The 
language of this piece is the incorrect Sanskrit, mixed with Prakrit 
forms, which is common in the Buddhist works of the early cen 
turies of our era, as well as in the Buddhist and Jaina inscrip 
tions of the same period".

MORRIS compares the list of names found in the Anumantrana,

1 Cf. EITEL, 1.1., s.v.
2 4&

|jUi^

^ •{*£;
(Dhrtaiostra).'

ca"s '"'" Ditara/isha, but MORRIS writes Dhritarashlra

5 See above p. 4, cf. pp. 20, 21, 23.

6 a filtl^-

7 # M $t M (Efttpatna).

8 Journal of the Psli Text Society, 1891   3, pp. 63 seqq., Notes and queries by tha 
Rev. R. MORRIS, nr 44. Cf. the Wiener Zeitschrift fur die Kunde des Morgenlandes, 
Vol. V, nr 2.
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each time preceded by the words "I keep friendship with", with 
those mentioned in the Great Cloud-wheel Rain-asking sutra in 
SEAL'S Catena, those found in the Smldharma Paiidarlka ttutra 
and those of Southern Buddhism. Nanda and Upananda, Anava- 
tapta, Takshaka, Dhrtarashtra and Virupaksha are mentioned in 
all these lists, Sagara (wrongly called Samharaka in the Mingai 
MS.) in the three former, as well as Vasuki, while Varuiia and 
Manasvin are not found in the Lotus and in Southern Buddhism. 
Further, the MS. gives several other names, as NaTravana, Ivvshna, 
Gautamaka, Mani, Dandapada etc. Dhytarashtra and Virupaksha 
are the regents of the East and the West, and also Nilga kings; 
as to NaTravana, this is, according to MORRIS, perhaps Vaicravana, 
the regent of the North. Kislma and Gautamaka are mentioned 
in the Divyavadana as two Naga kings.

Prof. DE GROOT ' gives a very interesting description of the 
whole rain ceremony, as it is performed in Chinese Buddhist 
monasteries in times of drought, by order of the authorities or 
of influential laymen. An altar is erected, mostly in the court-yard 
before the great temple of the Triratna, but sometimes at the 
foot of the mountain on which the monastery is situated; there 
a Kwan-yin temple is often appointed for these ceremonies and 
for the prayers for rain, sent up by the mandarins and the 
people. Once or twice DE GROOT saw a shrine dedicated to Sagara 
Nagaraja, the special sea-god of the Chinese Buddhists; it was 
opened only in time of drought.

The altar corresponds with the prescriptions of the sutra, 
mentioned above 2 . On the gates of the four sides dragons are 
painted, two on each, with their heads turned to the inside. 
The cow dung of the Hindus is replaced in China by a yellow 
reddish clay, which is used for adorning the platform inside the 
enclosure. The estrade upon this platform is covered with b ine 
silk, as well as the tables for the sutras, utensils, offerings, and 
the chairs of the performing monks, of whom the leader looks 
to the East, the others to the North and South.

According to DE GROOT, the colour blue is chosen in China 
because this is the colour of the East, from where the rain must 
come; this quarter is represented by the Azure Dragon, the highest 
in rank among all the dragons. We have seen, however, that

^

1 Coda du Ma.haya.na en Chine, Ch. VHI, pp. 148 sqq.
2 Of. also nr 177 of the Supplement of the Tripitaka (third volume of bundle 3),

p. 3806: jfi , "Doctrine concerning the altar for praying for
rain according to the Mahamegha sutra."
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the original sutra already prescribed to use the blue colour and 
to face the East. Moreover, the Azure Dragon has nothing to 
do with Buddhism. The Chinese Buddhists only copy an ancient 
Indian rite. Indra, the raiugod, is the patron of the East, and 
Indra-colour is n ila, dark blue or rather blue-black, the regular 
epitheton of the rain clouds '. If the priest had not to face the 
East but the West, this would agree with the fact that the 
Nagas were said to live in the Western quarter and that in India 
the West corresponds with the blue colour. Facing the East, 
however, seems to point to an old rain ceremony in which Indra 
was invoked to raise the blue-black clouds.

On the eastern, southern, western and northern tables tablets 
are placed on which the principal dragons of these quarters, 
whose Indian names are mentioned above, are painted, with 
three, live, seven and nine heads instead of the crests or hoods 
of the Nagas. Often other tablets representing attendants of these 
great dragons stand at their sides. All the dragons have waves 
at their feet and clouds above their heads. Finally, twenty eight 
black poles with long blue flags, each with a burning oil lamp 
between four flower vases filled with fresh flowers, represent the 
twenty eight constellations. We find these twenty eight blue 
banners mentioned on p. 21 a of the Chinese text of the sutra 
(NANJO, nr 186); BENDALL'S translation of the Sanscrit text, however, 
speaks only of one blue banner 2 . DE GROOT explains the fact that 
all the poles are black by the connection of this colour with the 
North, with Yin and the water". This may be right, as the sutra 
itself does not mention the colour of the poles, so that the Chi 
nese in this respect could follow their own ideas.

In the morning of the first day of the ceremonies the leading 
priest with the abbot and the highest authorities of the monastery 
offer incense in the great temple of the Triratna, and, while the 
dharams of Kwan-yin are recited, the temple and the rain altar 
are purified by sprinkling pure water upon them (as aniyta). 
Now the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas, dragon-kings and saints may 
descend upon the altar without contaminating themselves. The 
leading monk and the abbot rise from their seats and offer incense; 
at the same time the choir thrice sings a lamentation about the

1 Professor SPEYER had the kindness of pointing this out to me. One of the many 
passages where a blue-black colour is mentioned is Mahabharata, Book III, 10, 13.

2 Pp. 303, 309.
3 Black horses were the principal offerings to the rain gods of Japan, see below, 

Book II, Ch. Ill, § 2.

j



drought and a prayer for rain, followed by an invocation of the 
Triratna. Then some moments of profound silence allow the offi 
ciating monk to sink into dhyana and to see by his mental eyes 
the Biiddbas, Bodhisattvas, dragon-kings and saints descending 
and listening to the prayers. On awakening he orders to recite 
seven times the dharam of the "'Light-king of the Great Wheel" 
(i. e. the sun), in order to correct the mistakes which might be 
made in the ritual. Thereupon the monks invoke by name all 
the 187 Naga kings mentioned in the sutra and thrice recite the 
first kind of dharams, given by the Buddha to these kings 
according to the same holy text. These magic formulae are accom 
panied by the sound of vajra bells, and followed by a terrible 
noise of drums and cymbals in order to make them more power 
ful. Then follows the invocation of all the 54 rain-giving Tatha- 
gatas, enumerated in the sutra, each monk having a small incense- 
burner in his hand, which they also used in invoking the Naga 
kings. After a second dhyana of the leading monk having rendered 
efficacious the second kind of dharam, given by the Buddha and 
recited by the monks in the same way as the former, the cere 
mony is closed by expressing the hope that the rain may soon 
come, sent by the Triratna and the dragon kings. A little later, 
in the course of the forenoon, the offerings, placed on the altar, 
are solemnly presented to the dragons, and songs and prayers 
are sent up to them, as well as to the Triratna and all the devas. 
Often a paper figure of one of the Taoistic "Celestial Generals", 
with a written request for rain in his hand, is burned, that he 
may take it to Heaven.

In the afternoon the leading monk with the abbot and as 
many other monks as they want take their seats upon the altar 
and recite the Great-Cloud-Wheel sutra. All these ceremonies are 
daily repeated till it rains sufficiently. If the drought lasts too 
long, Kwau-yin's dharams and prayers for rain are continued 
night and day, small groups of monks relieving one another in 
all the buildings of the monastery. The main point of the ceremony 
is the purity of the altar and of the priests themselves; for the 
drought, like all calamities caiised by some crime of men, can only 
be stopped by pure ceremonies performed by pure priests. Especially 
because they never eat animal food, the monks are religiously 
cleaner and therefore much more able to make rain than laymen.

As to the ceremonies for stopping too abundant rains, called 
"praying for good weather" ', these are described by DE GROOT
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in the same chapter. The same sutra may be used, because it 
has the power of ruling the rain, but these ceremonies are seldom 
performed on such an extensive scale. As a rule a yellow paper 
tablet with an invocation of the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas who 
reside above the rays of the sun and are mentioned in the 
"Sutra of the vajra brilliant flames (the beams of the sun), which 
puts a stop to wind and rain". 1 , is erected in the hall of the 
Triratna and offerings are made to them. Then Kwan-yin is 
invoked and this Bodhisattva's dharams are recited, or those of 
the "Medicine-Master, Tathagata of the liu-li (one of the sapta- 
ratna, probably the bluish precious stone called vaidurya) light" 2, 
i. e. the sunlight, and the latter's name is invoked a thousand 
times. DE GROOT explains this Medicine-Master to be the oriental 
Sun, who cures Nature and drives away all illnesses caused by 
the demons of Darkness. His cult, the counterpart of that of 
Amitabha, the occidental Sun, is based upon a sutra, which we 
find mentioned in N^NJO'S Catalogue sub nr 171 3. This Tathagata 
is the well-known Yctkushi j^i/orai of Japan. It is quite clear 
that he is considered to be most powerful in causing the rains 
to stop and refreshing the earth by his rays. Thereiipon Qakya- 
muni, the Buddhas who are above the brilliant flames, and all 
the Nagas are supplicated to grant good weather, and besides 
the two former the Medicine-Master and Kwan-yin are each 
invoked thrice in kneeling attitude. Finally, the Buddha, Dharma 
and Saiigha are, as always, praised as the refuge of all. The 
same ceremonies are repeated by other monks till the rain stops, 
and then a larger number of them for the last time celebrates 
the rites as a sign of gratitude and satisfaction.

In Japan, which in summer time has much more to suffer from

prabhasa Tathayata piirunpranidhana yuna sulru. "Sutra on the merits and viitneof 
the original vow of the Medicine-Master, the Tathagata Vaidurya light; translated by 
HUEN TSANG, A.D. 050. Cf. nrs 170, 172, 173. According to NANJO, nrs 170, 171 and 
172 are later translations of the twelfth Sutra of nr 107; the main title of this work is 

/ji^} gfr -^ y^4 jS jjj|ft W $jL, Buddhabliashilamaltab/usltekariiilhidharanisiilra, 
"Sutra on the divine dharanl of the Great washing of the top of the head (baptism), 

spoken by Buddha". This is apparently the Kanja-kyo, ffjjj; J"jp ^^, "Siitra on the 

washing of the top of the head", recited in the fifth .month of A.D. 880 in the SacieJ 
Spring Park at Kyoto, for stopping the abundant rains {Sandal jitsuroku, Ch. XXXVII, 
P- 541).

Verb. Ron. Akiul. v. Wetensch. (Afd. Lettcrk.) N. R. Dl. XIII, N° 2. 3
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continuous and heavy rains than China, ceremonies for stopping 
rain are frequently mentioned in the annals, as we shall see 
below l . But also rain prayers were very frequent, and the Bud 
dhist priests eagerly took advantage of the opportunity to surpass 
the Shintoists and extend their sphere of influence. Thus the 
Great-Cloud-Wheel sutra (NANJO, nr 188), mentioned above, was 
recited by fifteen Buddhist priests in the Sacred Spring park 
(Shinsen-en) at Kyoto, in the sixth month of the year 875 of our 
era 2. At the same time sixty other priests in the Taikyokuden, 
one of the buildings of the Imperial Palace, recited parts of the 
MahaprajTiupriramita sutra 3, which is very often mentioned in the 
Japanese annals as having been partly read in rain ceremonies 4). 
Sometimes also the Vajra-prajnapuramita sutra s was used. In the 
fifth month of A.D. 880 the Kanjo-tyo 6, "Sutra on washing the 
top of the head (baptism)", was recited in the Sacred Spring park 
for stopping the abundant rains.

Also in China other sutras are used in rain ceremonies, e. g. 
the Vtijra-prajTiuparamita sutra, the Buddlutblinshita Sm/dra Ntiya- 
raja sutra 7 , "Sutra on the Sea-dragon-king (i. e. Sagara), spoken 
by Buddha", etc. This is logical, for, as DE GROOT 8 remarks, 
according to the 39th commandment of the Mahayana code all 
punishments for crimes committed   and drought is such a 
punishment   are to be taken away by reciting the sutras and 
viuayas of the Mahayana.

1 Book II, Ch. III.
2 Cf. helow, Book II, Ch. Ill, § 3; Sandai jitsuroku, Ch. XXVII, p. 41 4.
^ ~fc $$%. ^j* ^M' Malt**l>rajri(l sutra; NANJO'S Catalogue, nr 1, gives the full 

title: ^ ̂  ̂  $£ |H ^ ^ ̂ , and states that it was translated in A.D. 
059 by the famous pilgrim HUEN TSANG.

4 Cf. Sanitai jitsiiroku, Ch. XX, p. 335 (sixth month, 871); Ch. XXIII, p. 372, (fifth 
month, 873); Ch. XXV, p. 380 (second month, 874); Ch. XXXII, p. 460 (seventh month, 
877); Ch. XXXVII, p. 543 (sixth month, 880).

Mil 1-Bt ^ |j£ '  Sandai jitsuroku, Ch. XXIII, p. 372; NA.NJO, nrs 10-12. 

Jpf ^ , see above, p. 33, note 3; Sandai jitsuroku, Ch. XXXVII, p. 541 ;

5 & Mil 1-

6 ^| Jpf

NANJO, nr 107.
7 HI 3l |M ; N ANJ ' nr 45 ; translated A.D. 205 310. Cf. m-457:

3: 1& £fe EP $g' "sstra on the Seal of the Law sP ken by
Buddha for the sake of Sagara Nagaraja". These sutras were spoken in Sagara's palace 
at the bottom of the sea. 

8 L.I., p. 156; cf. p. 72.

BOOK I. 

THE DRAGON IN CHINA.

CHAPTER I.

THE DRAGON IN THE CHINESE CLASSICS. 

§ 1. Yih king.

The oldest Chinese work which mentions the dragon is the 
Yih King 1 . We read there the following explanation of the lowest 
line of the first of the diagrams, which corresponds with Heaven: 
"First, nine: a drwjon hidden in the water is useless"*. According 
to the commentators the meaning of this sentence is that the 
lowest line of this diagram, representing the dragon lying in the 
deep, is a sign that it is not the time for active doing. Therefore 
LEGGE 3 translates: "In the first (or lowest) line, undivided (we 
see its subject as) the dragon lying hid (in the deep). It i-* not 
the time for active doing". This translation is more explicative 
than true, for the text simply gives the words: "First, nine: a 
dragon hidden in the water is useless". As to the word n ine, this 
is explained by the commentary entitled " Traditions of Clieny"* 
to mean the "fullness of Yang", because it is three times three, 
i. e. a multiplication of the undividable number which represents 
Yang. As the undivided strokes of the diagrams are symbols of 
Yang and the divided ones of Yin, the meaning of the two first 
words of the sentence is, as LEGGE translates, that the lowest 
line is undivided. The characters ^J ^, however, do not mean: 
"it is not the time for active doing", but simply: "useless" 5. The 
dragon, symbolized by the lines of the diagram of Heaven, be 
cause he is the Yang creature xar' s^o^v, is represented by the

i Book ?fli||jg^#r#,ch.i, _t^,i£.
2 ^LJiil^jffl. 3 Section I, p. 57.
5 Prof. DE GROOT kindly pointed out to me the simple and clear meaning of this 

and the following sentences.

4 =g [



lowest line as still lying in the depth of the waters. In this 
condition the heavenly giver of fertilizing rains is still useless 
to mankind. This must be the original meaning of these words, 
but the diviners concluded from this uselessuess of the hidden 
dragon that one had to abstain from active doing.

The second line of the same diagram is explained by the Yih 
Jciny as follows: "JVme, second; a drayon is seen in the rice fields; 
advantage; a yreat man will be seen" ' . LEGHE translates: "It will 
be advantageous to meet with the great man". Although this 
translation follows the commentators, the meaning is clearer if 
we divide the sentence as we have done above. The appearance 
of a dragon in the rice fields gives advantage, i. e. the fertilizing- 
rain gives good crops. The original meaning of the character ^|], 
which consists of rice and a knife, is apparently Jiurvest, which 
was, of course, identical to advantage. Further, "a great man 
will be seen". Here we see the dragon representing great (espe 
cially holy) men, who are as full of Yang as the dragon himself. 
Even in those olden times his appearance apparently was con 
sidered to be an omen of the birth of great and holy men, 
especially of Emperors, the holiest men on earth.

In the third line the dragon is not mentioned, but in the 
fourth we read that he is "perhaps leaping in the pool" (but not 
yet rising above the surface). " There will be no evil ( ^)" a. The 
word evil seems to be more logical in a divinatory sentence 
than "mistake".

The fifth line is described as " A flying dragon in the sky; 
advantage; a yreat man toill be seen" 3 . It is, of course, of the 
utmost benefit to mankind, if the rain-bringing dragon is soaring 
in the sky. At the same time it is an omen of the appearance 
of a great man.

Finally, the topmost line is explained as " The drayon exceeding 
the proper limits (i. e. flying too high). There will be reyref 4. 
The simplest explanation of these words is that, if a dragon flies 
too high, he is too far from the earth to return and the rain 
does not reach it, a reason of regret to himself and to mankind. 
At the same time the great man, symbolized by the dragon, 
repents all exaggeration on his part.

i ;fc n. H 81 # ffl. $|. ji * A.

37

The Yih king goes on as follows: * The number nine in used (in 
this diagram). If a herd of dragons is seen divesting themselves of 
their heads, this means good fortune''' ').

The lowest line of the second diagram, which represents Earth 
(jr^, Riifuii), is explained as "Drayons fiyhtiny in the open field; 
their blood is dark (not purple, as LF.GGE translated) and yellow" -. 
Apparently a thunderstorm, with dark and yellow clouds flying 
through the sky, is described in this way. For in a passage of 
Appendix V of the Yih liny 3 , ascribed to Confucius, we read: 
"Kcu'ii (Heaven) is a horse, Kufun (Earth) is a cow, Chen (Thunder) 
is a drayon" 4. And, again, in the same Appendix 5 : " Chen is 
thuuder, is a dragon, is dark and yellow"  . The same diagram 
represents also Spring and the Eastern quarter, which are identi 
fied with the Azure Dragon \

In Ch. 11 (p. 2) of the Yih kiny the words "A dragon lying in 
the deep is tiseless" are illustrated by " Yany is below" s , which 
means: "The Sun is under the horizon, i.e. the dragon lying in 
the deep is as useless as the sun under the horizon.

In the same chapter (same page) we read: "A drayon is seen 
in the rice fields; blessing power (%ji) is' spread everywhere'""*). This 
is a clear explanation of the word < idvdnt<iye in the above passage 
on the fifth line of the first diagram.

As to the " Drayons fighting in the open field", in this chapter 
these words are followed by: " Their way (tao) is exhausted"™, 
i. e. their blessing actions are completed to the last. As rain is 
the blessing conferred upon mankind by the dragons, this sen 
tence may easily be explained by the fact that in a thunderstorm, 
when the dragons fight in the sky, the rain comes down in 
torrents.

3 Shwuh-hwa chufe.n, jj 
Chapter VIII, 12.

(Gh. 17), p. 12. LEGGE, Appendix V, p. 429,

5 Ch. 17; LEGGE, p. 430, Ch. XI, 17.

.
7 Cf. DE GROOT, l td. Sysl., Vol. 1, p. 317; III, p. 904, 987.

8 vi B! in m . in
9 jiit^ffl. tu
10
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An Appendix of the Yih king ' says : " The hibernating of dragons 
and snakes 'is done in order to preserve their bodies" 2 . Here we see 
dragons and snakes being closely connected and regarded as 
belonging to the same kind of animals. Also in later times the 
same fact is to be observed.

On considering the above passages of the Yih king we arrive 
at the conclusion that the ideas on the dragon prevailing in 
China at the present day are just the same as those of the remotest 
times. It is a water animal, akin to the snake, Avhich uses to 
sleep in pools during winter and arises in spring. It is the god 
of thunder, who brings good crops when he appears in the 
rice fields (as rain) or in the sky (as dark and yellow clouds), 
in other words, when he makes the rain fertilize the ground. 
But when he flies too high and cannot retiirn, the thirsty earth 
must wait in vain for his blessings, and sorrow prevails. As this 
beneficient being is full of Yang, it symbolizes those among men 
who are fullest of Light, namely great men, and its appearance 
is considered to be an omen of their coming, i. e. of their birth. 
In the firet place the greatest and fullest of Yang among them 
all, the Emperor, is, of course, symbolized by the dragon. He is, 
indeed , the representative of Imperial power, as we shall see 
later on.

When black and yellow clouds covered the sky, and thunder 
and lightning raged, the ancient Chinese said, like those of to-day : 
"The dragons are fighting; look at their blood spreading over 
the sk~y". And at the same time the heavenly dragons caused 
the rain to pour down upon the grateful earth.

Even when the dragons were only leaping in their pools, no 
calamity was to be feared, and when a herd of them, even head 
less, wa3 seen in the sky, this was a felicitous sign. Winter, 
when they hibernate and sleep in pools, is the dry season in 
China. But in spring, in the third of the twenty four seasons 
into which the year was divided even in olden times, the 
"Resurrection of the hibernating animals" 3 takes place, and it 
begins to rain a little. In the "beginning of summer" 4, however, 
i. e. in the first of the six summer seasons, "the winds arrive

(Gh. XV), P. n.

i

3  %& ||fi, "Resurrection of hibernating animals", is the name of this season; cf. 
E GROOT, I.I., Vol. Ill, p. 908.
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aud the dragons ascend to the sky" 1, for this is the time when 
the abundant rains come down, a blessing to mankind.

§ 2. Sb.ii king.
«»

In the Shu king 2 we read the following words of the Emperor 
Shun to Yu: "I wish to see the emblematic figures of the an 
cients: the sun, the moon, the stars, the mountain, the dragon, 
and the variegated animals (pheasants) Avhich are depicted (on 
the upper sacrificial garment of the Emperor)". So we see that- 
even in the early times of Shim's predecessors, i. e. in the days 
of Hwaug Ti (who is said to have reigned in the 27th century 
B. C.) and Yao, the dragon belonged to the six symbolic figures 
painted on the upper garment of the Emperor. This was, no 
doubt, clue to its blessing power as rain-giving god of thunder 
and clouds.

§ 3. Li ki.

The Li ki 3 says: "What is called the four ling ( f|)? the, 
unicorn, the phoenix, the tortoise and the dragon, they are called 
the four Ung. As the dragon is considered to be a domestic 
animal, fishes and sturgeons do not flee away" 4. COUVREDR trans 
lates ling by: "animaux qui donnent des presages", but it has a 
stronger meaning, as we may learn from DE GTROOT'S Religious 
System •'. Therefore I should prefer to translate it by "spiritual 
beings". The effective operation of the tsing ( ^j|) or vital spirit 
of these four creatures is, indeed, enormously strong, and there 
fore they may be justly called "the four spiritual animals par 
excellence". It is no wonder that their appearance was considered to

1 Yih wei, Mj $«! ^ j|| ̂ |< |jjjg| , quoted in the famous encyclopaedia entitled 

Kcin liny ku kin fu shu tsih ch'ing, <j|^ ^j? -JJ" ^ jgj ^& ^| hj^ (published in 
1723, cf. DE GROOT, 1.1. Vol. I, Introd. p. XXI), which we henceforth shall quote as 

, Gh. 127, j , p . 56: -£ g J^ ^ ffil f |T.S.; Sect.

, 0 > M , M M, UK H,^,
'ft Tsih ' LEGGE > Sacred Books of tlle Easti Vo1 - mj Part 

, art. 3, nr 10: COUVREUB, L i ki, Vol. I, p. 524.

5 vol. iv, P. 12.

2 -'$i-
tff- 1a"   Sectl 3m. "$£ 
II, Book IV, § 1, p. 58.

3 Ch. VII, Li MM, jjj 

4
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be an omen, but this was only the consequence of their "spirituality".
In art. 4 of the same Chapter of the Li ki ', where the halcyon 

days of the holy emperors of antiquity are described, we read: 
"The male and female phoenixes, and the male and female 
unicorns were all in the marshes beyond the city walls; the 
tortoise and the dragon were in the ponds of the Imperial 
Palace" 2, i. e. the four line] were all in the neighbourhood, 
spreading their blessings over the Palace and the country.

Vurther, in another passage of the L i ki, also devoted to the 
ancient sovereigns 3, the following words are to be found: "They 
(the monarchs of old) chose (litt. followed, accommodated them 
selves to) felicitous places in order to make sacrifices to the 
Emperor of Heaven in the suburbs. The sacrifices ascended and 
reached Heaven. Then phoenixes descended, and tortoises and 
dragons arrived" * .

Finally, in the first, second and third months of spring"', "the 
Emperor ascends his carriage adorned with bells, drawn by 
azure dragons 6 and carrying a blue banner Cffft, kci, adorned with 

£  -'dragons joined 7)". The azurejlragon is, as we stated above, the 
symbol of Spring, the season when "thunder resounds, lightning 
begins to flash, and the hibernating animals all move, open their 
doors (i. e. come out of their chrysalides) and begin to come out" 8.

§ 4. Cheu li.

We have seen the dragon mentioned in the Sku kin<j among 
the twelve symbolic ornaments of the ancient sacrificial robe of

1 COUVREUR, p. 530, nr 1C.

2 Jill it flu f#*B#R. HHi^^vg,
3 CD. V11I, L i k'i, jjj| |lj£, art. 2, nr 12; COUVREUR, Vol. I, p. 503.

iK ff-^^^o SB n jn is£, m
5 Liki, Ch.XXI, Yueh ling, ^ -fi- , "Monthly Precepts"; COUVREUR, I, Ch. IV, pp. 

332 (first month), 340 (second month), 347 (third month): ^ JZ. -p __. ?fe $jj%
.m » M n * m, if •

6 Horses higher than eight elfin,' i.e. l.GO meter, were called dragons (CouvnEUR, 
I, p. 333).

7 Cheu li, J=U jjjg , Section CVun kwan, ^fg ^ ; "Spring officials", s. v. fjl 'ia* , 
S:e shang; Ch. XXVII, p. 24, gives the names of the nine banners ruled by the SzS 
shany, "Banner rulers". "Dragons joined form the A% "fife, (the second banner)",

8 Li ki, Monthly Precepts, Ch. XXI, p. 10; COUVREUR, Ch. IV, p. 332, nr 8 .

the Emperor. Further, the Cheu li has taught us (above p. 40, 
note 7) that the banner called Jfi, jf^, was adorned with drtiyons 
joined (i. e. twisted about each other). The same work ' states the 
following: ''In general as taieh 2 (official tablets) of the envoys of 
the Empire, in mountainous countries tiyer tablets are used, in 
plain countries tablets painted with human figures, and in watery 
countries drcujon tablets. The tablets are all made of metal" 3. It 
is clear why the ornaments of these official tablets were divided 
in this way. For, as the commentator CHINU KCANG-CHCING remarks 
on this passage, "in the mountains are many tigers, in the plains 
many men, and in the waters many dragons" 4. Thus the dragon 
symbolized the water.

A third passage of the Cheu li*, which treats of the Winter 
officials, says that, in painting and embroidering, " Water is repre 
sented by means of dragons" &. CIIA.O PcimV commentary explains 
these words as follows: "The dragon is a divine being in the 
water. If one represents water without representing dragons, 
there is nothing to show the divinity of its phenomena" s. As 
to GIIING KCANG-CIICING, he simply states: "The dragon is a water 
creature; it is (depicted or embroidered) on clothes" a.

§ 5- I li-

- A dragon banner is mentioned in the / li " ', where Imperial 
hunting parties are described. We read there: "In the frontier

1 Section Ti kwan,

2 IP'

3

', s. v. chanrj Isicli, ^jj? |f[| , Ch. XIV, p. 39,

(l'ailltinS and5 Section Tuny kwan, ^. & , Ch. XLI1, ^ 1C §E % ft 

embroidering) £ ̂ . % $| £ ^ , p. 56. 0 ^ \% f f .

7 ^ij| yift, a commentator of the Sung dynasty. Although only his family name 

is mentioned, and there was another commentator of the same family name, namely 
CHAO KWCANG, ^Hl R? , of the Tang dynasty, probably we have here to do -with

r\2lL I —— «

the former.fr * m to . ^ * # * fit KIJ m w % % ft z P .a
9

10 . Sect- IB ' 01.. X, p. 48a:
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regions: when a tiger is hit: dragon banner". This is, at least, 
probably the meaning of the very short text. CHING KCANG-CHCING 
explains it as follows: "'In the frontier regions' (^ is used 
here for ^) means shooting with the rulers of neighbouring 
countries. They paint a dragon on the banner ' ; moreover it is 
a variegated pattern. 'Full silk' forms the banner" a. In hunting 
parties with foreign rulers probably a signal was given with this 
dragon banner when a tiger (the dragon's deadly enemy) was shot.

The ancient texts referred to in this chapter are short, but 
sufficient to give us the main conceptions of old China with 
regard to the dragon. He was in those early days, just like now, 
the_god of water, , thunTIer" .liouds and rain, the harbinger of 
blessings, and the symbol of holy men. As the Emperors are the 
holyHbeings on earth, the idea of the dragon being the symbol 
of Imperial power is based upon this ancient conception.

For the sake of clearness the further texts will be treated in 
separate chapters according to the kind of information they give. 
In each chapter, however, chronological order will be observed.

I

1

1 I* ", chen, according to WELLS WILLIAMS, Diet. s. v. p. 44: "a silken banner of 

a reddish color, plain and triangular".

affi rfl ^il $JL ( aM ft} ' f"n9 P°hi wasi according to CHING K'ANG-CH'JNG,-in the 

same work, Ch. XXVII, p. 246, "deep red, in accordance with the main colour of the 
Cheu dynasty").

CHAPTER II.

DIVINATION. 

§ 1. Lucky omens-

'JQiebirth of great sages and Emperors was preceded by the 
appearance of dragons and phoenixes. In_the night of Confucius' 

"Birth (B. C. 551) two azure dragons descended from IhtTsky and 
~bame to his mother's house. She_sa,w_them in her dream and 
gave birth to the_ great__sage'. The biography of the Emperor 
Wu 2 , the famous man of the Hau dynasty (B.C. 140 87), con 
tains the following passage in regard to his birth: "The Emperor 
Hiao Wu of the Han dynasty was the son of the Emperor King. 
Before he was born the Emperor King dreamt that a red hog 
descended from the clouds and straightly entered the Chcing fang 
koh (Exalted Fragance Corridor). The Emperor King awoke and 
sat down under the corridor. Actually there Avas a red dragon. 
It was like fog and in coming darkened the doors and windows. 
When the Imperial harem went to look (what was happening), 
there was above the corridor a cinnabar coloured vapour which 
increased enormously and rose. After the vapour had dispersed 
they saw a red dragon coiling and revolving between the rafters. 
The Emperor King called a diviner, the Old Yao by name, and 
asked him about the matter. The old man said: 'This is a lucky 
omen. This corridor certainly will produce a man who shall rule 
the world. He shall expel the barbarians and thus bring with 
him lucky omens. Therefore he shall be the most glorious ruler 
of the Liu family. But it (may mean) also a great prodigy'. 
The Emperor King ordered the Imperial Consort Wang to move 
to the Exalted Fragrance Corridor, wishing thereby to act in 
accordance with Old Yao's words. Thereupon he changed the

, probably in the 4th1 Shih i ki, $£* ^ sg, written by WANG KIA, 

century; Ch. Ill, B=| ^ ~C . p. 4&.
/WJ 2\IA - - 1 -

2 Wu Ti n&i chufen, - 'Inner traditions on the Emperor Wu", jj^ »3j» pfa
ascribed to the famous historiographer PAN Ku, , who died A.D. 92; p. l a.



name of the corridor into I lan tien, 'Hall of the Florishing 
Orchid' '. After more than ten days the Emperor King dreamt 
that a divine woman held up the sun in both her hands and 
gave it to the Consort Wang. She swallowed it, and after fourteen 
months gave birth to the Emperor Wu. The Emperor King said: 
'I dreamt that a red vapour changed into a red dragon. The 
diviners considered this to be a lucky omen; (therefore) he (the 
new-born son) must be called Lucky (ki/i)'".

One of the ten lucky signs which were seen in the course of 
one day under the reign of Yao, one of the five holy Emperors 
of ancient times, was a dragon which appeared in the pond of 
his palace 3.

The appearance of yellow or azure dragons, often mentioned 
in the annals 3, was nearly always considered to be a very good 
omen. Only if they came untimely or on wrong places they were 
harbingers of evil, as we shall see below. They were mostly seen 
in the night, spreading a brilliant light all over the neighbour 
hood. Such a nightly apparition illuminated the palace of Kuug 
Sim-shun * under the reign of the Emperor Kwang Wu (25 57 
A. D.). The former considered it such a good omen, that in 25 
A. D. he proclaimed himself Emperor of Shu (White Emperor) 
and changed the name of the era into Lung-Hiug 5, "Dragon's 
rise"  . A black, horned dragon was seen one night by Lu Kwang 7, 
who lived in the fourth century A. D. Its glittering eyes illumi 
nated the whole vicinity, so that the huge monster was visible 
till it was enveloped by clouds which gathered from all sides. 
The next morning traces of its scales were to be seen over a 
distance of five miles, but soon were wiped out by the heavy

1 The orchid being the symbol of harmony, because the Shi king compares the 
dwelling together in harmony of brothers with the smell of orchids, the new name of 
the corridor was still more felicitous than the former.

2 Shuh i ki, j^ J§L ||fJ , written by JEN FANG, -(:£ $J » i u tlle earlier part of

the 6th century: ^$ £ jj£ . - 0 + J» , ^

3 Cf. T. S, Ch. 128, g 

pp. 1 sq.

   , P- 76, 80, 9; Ch. 129, $g ^. ^ ,

G Tung kwan han ki, j|f ||fj| #g |g, Ch. XXIII, written in 107 A. D. by Liu 

CHEN, ^J Jj^, and continued in 172 A. D. by TSCAI YUNG, ||£ ^ .

7 {z} ^ ; cf. G ILES, Chin. Biocjr. Diet. s . v., pp. 555 sq. In 396 he took the style 

of Heaven-appointed King of Liang.
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rains. Then one of Lii Kwaug's attendants said to him: "A dragon 
is a divine animal and an omen of a man's rise to the position 
of a ruler. So you will attain this rank". On hearing this, Lu 
Kwang Avas very much rejoiced; and actually he became a ruler 
after some time '. The dragons being such important omens, it 
is no wonder that Imperial proclamations often were issued on

"account of their appearance \
" Pinaly, we may quote a divinatory work 3 which says: "When 
the beginning rise of an Emperor or King is about to take place, 
a dragon appears in the Yellow lliver or in the Loh. All examine 
his head: if the head is black, men are correct; if white, the 
Earth is correct; if red, Heaven is correct" 4.

§ 2. Bad omens. 

A. Figlitiny dragons.

From olden times high floods, tempests and thunderstorms 
have been ascribed by the Chinese to dragons fighting in rivers 
or in the air. Although, according to the Yih kauj °, "the too 

'of dragons, fighting in the open field, is exhausted", i. e. their 
blessing power makes the rain pour down in torrents, on the 
other hand such severe thunderstorms often cause much damage 
and calamities. Therefore, however welcome a dragon fight in 
the air might be in times of drought, in ordinary circumstances 
the threatening armies ill the sky were looked at with great 
fright. Moreover, the people believed the damage produced by 
dragon fights in rivers or in the air to be not limited to the 
actual calamities of the present, but to extend itself to the near 
future, in other words, they were considered to be very bad

1 Pao F-oh-ls-c, j|,fjj , written by Ron HUNG, Ifc, in the fourth cen- t * '

2 The Emperor Wen of the Han dynasty e.g. did so in B.C. 105, Books of tlio 
Early Han Dynasty, ~fr «&"' ^fe ff[j i Ch. IV; comp. the Emperor Stien's proclama 

tion in the summer of B. C. 52 (ibidem, jf£ ffi ̂  gjj , Ch. VIII, p. !4a.

3 The Yi/i k'ien tsoh lu, ^ $£^"]^' 1L1oted '" the T- S-' Sect - 

Ch. 130, ||!^, H £f, P. 26.

A
IE, a^*tf!l

5 See above, p. 37.
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omens, foreboding inundations, disorder, war, nay even the 
dynasty's fall. As gods of water, clouds and rain they caused 
high floods by their fights, and as representatives of the Imperial 
power their victory or defeat meant rebellion, war, and even the 
fall of the reigning House.
" According to the TAO duo"en ' a high flood was ascribed to 
dragons fighting in a pool in the nineteenth year of the reign 
of Ghao, Duke of Lu (523 B. G.). "There were great floods in 
Chcing; and [some] dragons fought in the pool of Wei, outside 
the She gate. The people asked leave to sacrifice to them; but 
Tsze-chcan refused it, saying: "When we fight, the dragons do 
not look at us. Why should we look at them, when they are 
fighting? If we offer a deprecatory sacrifice to them, they will 
leave their abodes. If we do not seek the dragons, they also will 
not seek us". Then the matter was given up.

The Yik lin 2 says: "If six dragons have angry fight with one 
another under an embankment, and the azure or yellow dragons 
do not conquer, the travellers will meet hardships and trouble" 3 . 
As we have seen above, the azure and yellow dragons especially 
Avere harbingers of felicity; so their defeat was a sign of coming 
trouble, probably caused by inundations.

In regard to impending war and ruin we may quote the follo 
wing passages from the Histories.

n the Books of the Sui dynasty * we read: "In the Liang dynasty 
(A. D 502 557), in the second year of the Tcien kien era (503), 
there were dragons fighting in a pool in Northern Liang province. 
They squirted fog over a distance of some miles. As to the evils 
of dragons and snakes the Hung fan wu Idng cluifen 5 says: 'These 
are trouble and damage of dragons and beasts. That which be 
longs to Heaven is symbol of the Ruler. If the Heavenly breath 
is injured, and the Tao of the Ruler is wounded, also the dragons 
are injured. Their fights are symbols of weapons and shields'.

1 LEGGE, Chinese Classics, Vol. V, Part II, pp. 674 sq. (Rook X, year XIX).
2 M, -fck , a work on divination, quoted by the T. S., Ch. 130, |j|? ^K ^ft ^^, p. 3a.

4 m ft, Ch. XX11I, nr 18, ^ *f ^ "T, p. 17a.

5 »Hfc ^g ^ ̂ j- 'M, cf. DE GROOT, Vol. V, p. 491, note 1 : "A work based on 
a section of the Shu liitvj entitled Hung fan or The Great Plan. It seems to have 
been held i n g reat esteem in the sixth century as an expositor of prognostics. It was 
then composed of eleven chapters, with a commentary by Liu Hiang, so that it must 
have existed previous to our era".
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KING PANG ' says in his Yi/i fn heu a ("Plying observations on 
divination"): 'When the hearts of the multitude are not quiet, 
dragon fights are the bad omens thereof 3. At that time the 
Emperor for the first time ascended the throne, and there was 
a riot of Ch'en Poli-chi and Liu Li-lien. Danger and fear prevailed 
in the empire".

The same annals 4 contain the following passage: "In the sixth 
month of the fifth year of the Pcn tcung era (524 A. D.) dragons 
fought in the pond of the King of Kciih o (?). They went west 
ward as far as Kien ling chcing. In the places they passed all 
the trees were broken. The divination was the same as in the 
second year of the Tcien kien era (503 A. D.), namely that their 
passing Kien ling and the trees being broken indicated that there 
would be calamity of war for the dynasty, and that it was a 
sign that the Imperial tombs would be destroyed. At that time 
the Emperor considered the holding of discussions to be his only 
task, and did not think of ploughing. His fighting generals were 
careless, his soldiers idle, and the Tao of the Ruler was injured. 
Therefore there was the corresponding fact of the dragons' evil. 
The Emperor did not at all become conscious (of the danger). 
In the first year of the Tcai Tscing era (547 A. D.) there was 
again a dragon fight in the waters of Li cheu. The waves seethed 
and bubbled up, and clouds and fog assembled from all sides. 
White dragons were seen running to the South, followed by 
black dragons. That year Heu King came with troops to 
submit, and the Emperor accepted his submission without taking 
precautions. The people of the realm were all frightened, and 
suddenly rebellion arose. The Emperor in consequence thereof 
had a sad death". He died in 549, and eight years later the 
Liang dynasty came to an end.

In A. D. 579 a black dragon was killed by a red one. Moreover, 
in the same year there was a fight of a white dragon with a 
black one, the result of which was that the white one ascended

1 tl -fjjf , a famous diviner of the first century of our era, author of the Yi'A 

chufcn, Jj*j Vj| (cf. DE GROOT, Rel. Syst., Vol. IV, p. 204) and of the YiAt/oo, 
(cf. below, Bad omens, D.).23
0, &tt*#. M

4 Same chapter, section and page.
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to the sky and the black one fell on the earth and died '. As 
black was the colour of the Later (i. e. Northern) Cheu dynasty, 
these dragon fights were forebodings of its approaching fall, which 
actually took place two years later.

As to inundations announced beforehand by dragon fights, we 
may refer to the History of the Suny dynasty 2, where we read 
that in the fifth year of the Kcien Tao era (A. D. 1169) such a 
battle in the air was seen amidst a heavy thunderstorm. "Two 
dragons fled and pearls like carriage wheels fell down on the 
ground, where they were found by herdsboys. In the following 
years inundations afflicted the country".

Sometimes dragon fights are mentioned not as omens, but only 
as causing heavy storms which destroyed a large number of 
houses and government buildings and killed hundreds of people, 
carrying them into the air together with their domestic animals, 
trees and tiles, over a length of more than ten miles. Such a 
storm raged in the fourth month of the ninth year of the Hwang 
tciing era (1149) above the Yu lin river in Li cheu 3.

Devastation caused by lightning was believed to be the result 
of sacred fire, sent by Heaven to stop dragon fights. "In the 
fifth month of the year yih-wei (probably 1295) on a place near 
the lake at I hiug, all of a sudden there were two dragons which 
twisting around each other and fighting both fell into the lake, 
Their length had no sharp limits. In a short space of time a 
heavy wind came riding on the water, which reached a height 
of more than a chang (ten chcih or feet). Then there fell from 
the sky more than ten fire balls, having the size of houses of 
ten divisions. The two dragons immediately ascended (to the sky), 
for Heaven, afraid that they might cause calamity, sent out 
sacred fire to drive them away. Siipposed that Heaven had been 
a little remiss. for a moment, then within a hundred miles 
everything would have turned into gigantic torrents. When I 
recently passed by boat the Peachgarden of Teh Tscing, those

1 Wftnij Sliao eliufen, Zp .Qjfj JjM , "Biogi-aphy of W;mg Sliao", Bunks of Hie Sui 

dynasty, Ch. LXIX, ^|J ^ , nr 34, p. 2a.

3 Kin shi, 

nr 4, Sect,

rfl, H istory of the Kin Dynasty (A. D. 1200 1308), Oh. XXIII, 

fe, P - 3«.

f

I
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paddy fields were all scorched and black, some tens of acres in 
all. Then we moored the boat to the bank and asked those 
villagers (for the reason). They said: 'Yesterday noon there wtis 
a big dragon which fell from the sky. Immediately he was burned 
by terrestial fire and flew away. For that what the dragons fear 
is fire^' '.

B. Dead tlntyom.

When dragons, wounded in a battle, tumbled down and died, 
this was believed to be a very bad omen. The .Hook* of the Hun 
dynasty'1 relate the following: "On the day jen-tsze of the sixth 
month of the seventh year of the Yeu-hi era (A. D. 164), under 
the Emperor Hwan, there was a dragon which died on Mount 
Ye Wang in Ho nei (one of the districts of that time). Its length 
was about some tens of chang. Siang Kciai was of the following 
opinion: 'Taking into consideration that the dragon is a felicitous 
symbol of an Emperor or King, and that the Yih liin ta jen says: 
"In the Tcien-feng era (A. D. 14 19) there was a dead dragon 
in the Hwaug-shan palace. The Han troops killed Mang (i. e. the 
Emperor Wang Mang, killed in A. D. 22), and Shi Tsu (i. e. Kwang 
Wu, the first Emperor of the Eastern Han dynasty) rose again 
(ascended the throne, in A. D. 25)", this omen must be a sign 

_of change (of the dynasty)1 . In the 23th year of the Kien-ngan 
era (A. D. 220) the Emperor Wen of the Wei dynasty replaced 
the House of Han" 3.

1 /uoai sin <sa/i shih, ]& -3&- ^tf §^ (cf. DE GROOT, f}c?. S</s/. Vol. II, p. 399: 

"a collection of miscellanies written by ChEU Mm, Jjjq jDfJ, in the earlier part of the 

fourteenth century), quoted T. S., Sect. -$3r \ Ch. 130, |f

A 5- , A i

m ffl

m m T , m
fi

2 Shuh Ilan shu, Ch. XVII, Sect. j£ fj , nr 5,

3 --
, p. 2a.

m & & m & <¥ ^ x ^ -f- fcr ft ^ i iu _t ^ f
Verb. Koa. Akad. v. Wetenach. (Afd. Letterk.) N. R. Dl. XIII, N  2. 4
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In the fifth year of the Kien-teh era (A. D. 57G), under the 
Later Chen dynasty, a black dragon fell from the sky and died. 
The dragon is the symbol of the Ruler, black was the colour 
of the dynasty, and tailing and dying is a most unlucky omen '. 
So it was a foreboding of the Emperor's death, which happened 
two years later (A. D. 578), and of the dynasty's fall (A. D. 381), 
which was announced also by the dragon fights mentioned above.

C. Dragons <qipearM<j at wrony times.

When dragons appeared at wrong times, they were forebodings 
of evil instead of omens of felicity. The time is wrong for a 
dragon to appear, when the Son of Heaven himself does not 
walk in the Tao, thus throwing into disorder both the Tao of 
Heaven and men. So did the Emperor Kcung Kiah of the ancient 
Tlia dynasty, twenty centuries before Christ. SZE-MA Ts'iiiN 2 says 
the following about this monarch: "The Emperor Kcung Kiah 
having ascended the Throne, loved the matters of the kwei and 
the sheu and was disorderly (in his behaviour, i.e. he disturbed 
the Tao). As the virtue of the House of the Hia rulers was 
declining, the feudal lords rebelled against it. Heaven sent down 
two dragons, a female and a male. Kcung Kiah could not feed 
them; he had not yet found the Dragon-rearer Family n. T:ang 
of Tao (i. e. the House of the Emperor Yao) having declined, 
one of his descendants was Liu Lei, who from the Dragon-rearer 
family learned to tame dragons, in order to serve Kcung Kiah. 
Kcung Kiah bestowed upon him the family name of Til-lung 4

 1 Books of the Sui rlyna&ty. Sect. fg. f

H H ** £ JH R5 5E . n ^Zft^mz^*
2 Historical Records, C'li. 11, W" ^fe T^Ri

j£ IE B^P ^ ( A J% Jlfi)' VoL u. C1) - 
Vol. I, p. 108.

3 Hwan-lmiy shi,

4 j.

, m m
commentaries and notes, 

- Cf- CHAVANNES' tianslation,

v|
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(Dragon-ruler), and he received the succession of Shi Wei. The 
first of the dragons, the female, died, (whereupon) he took it 
and gave it the Emperor to eat. As His Majesty ordered to seek 
(the dragon), Liu Lei got afraid and fled. Kcung Kiah died, and 
his son, the Emperor Kao, ascended the Throne" '.

A different form of the same legend, according to which Kcung 
Kiah was presented by the Emperor of Heaven with two teams 
of dragons, which were reared by Liu Lei till one of them died 
and was given as food to His Majesty, is to be found in a passage 
of the Tao clnifen, which we will partly quote in Chapter IV § 8, 
in regard to the Dragon-rearer family having been invested with 
this name by the Emperor Shun. As to our present subject, 
however, i. e. the evil omen of dragons appearing at a time 
when the Tao is violated, we may refer to another passage of 
the Historical Eccords, where the fall of the Hia dynasty is 
apparently brought into connection with the appearance of two 
dragons. We read there the following. 4In the third year (of his 
reign) (B. C. 779), King Yiu fell deeply in love with Pao Sz<5 2. 
Pao Sze gave birth to a son, Poh Fuh, and King Yiu wished to 
degrade the Crownprince. The mother of the Crownprince was 
the daughter of the Marquis of Chen and was queen. Afterwards, 
when King Yiu had got Pao Sze and loved her, he wished to 
degrade Queen Chen and at the same time send away the Crown- 
prince I Kin, (in order to) make Pao Sze queen and Poh Fuh Crown- 
prince. The great astrologer of Cheu, Poh Yang 3, after having 
read the historical records, said: "(The House of) Cheu is lost".

Now follows the explanation why the astrologer had such 
pessimistic views. CHAVANNFS 4 points out that the following is 
borrowed from the Kwoli yii 9 , one of the many works used by

4 Les Memoires Hislorlques de Se-ma Tscien, Vol. I, p. 281, cf Introduction, Chap. 

Ill, pp. CXLV1I, sqq.
5 [^ =3^, "Discourses concerning the States", often called the "Exterior Com 

mentary" on the Clfun tifiu, and ascribed to the author of the TAO chwec».



SZE-MA TSCIEN. "In olden times, when the rulers of the Hia dynasty 
were declining (in virtue and power), there were two divine 
dragons which stopped at the palace of the Emperor and said: 
'We are two rulers of Pao'. The Emperor tried to find out by 
divination whether he should kill them, send them away or keep 
them, but to none, of these questions he received a favourable 
answer. When he cast lots, however, as to the question whether 
he should request (the dragons) to give him their foam to store 
it away, the answer was favourable. Then a piece of cloth was 
spread and a written communication was offered to them. The 
dragons disappeared and their foam remained; it was put in a 
case and stored away. When the Hia dynasty was lost, this case 
was transmitted to (the House of) Yin; when (the House of) 
Yin was lost, it was transmitted again to (the House of) Cheu. 
During these three dynasties no one dared open it; but at the 
end of the reign of King Li it was opened and looked into. The 
foam flew through the palace and could not be removed. King 
Li ordered his wives to undress and to raise cries in unison 
(naked) against the foam. The foam changed into a black lizard * 
and in this form entered the rear departments of the palace (the 
female departments). A young concubine of the seraglio, who had 
reached the age when one loses his milk-teeth (seven years), 
met it. When she had reached the age when young girls put a 
hair-pin in her hair (i. e. the age of fifteen, when they get 
marriageable), she was pregnant. Without haying a husband she 
gave birth to a child, which she abandoned with fright. At the 
time of King Siien (King Li's son) a little girl sung, saying: 'A 
bow of wild mulberry wood and a quiver of reed are sure to 
destroy the dynasty of Gheu'. King Siien heard this, and as 
there were a married couple who sold these utensils, he ordered 
them to be seized and put to death. They escaped and being 
on the road saw lying there the child which the young con 
cubine of the seraglio had just abandoned. They heard it 
crying in the night, pitied it and took it up. The man and his 
wife then fled to (the laud of) Pao. The people of Pao, having 
committed some crime, asked for (permission to) present to the 
King the girl whom the young concubine had abandoned, in 
order to atone therewith for their misdeed. (Thus) the girl came 
from Pao, and this became Pao Sze. In the third year of King 
Yiu's reign the King went to the seraglio, saw Pao Sze and fell

1 ^£r ;gj? , h iien yuen. CHAVANNES (p. 282, note 5) remarks that yuan, which means 

tortoise or l i~ard, is to be taken here in the last sense, because some texts give f||/£, l izard.
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in love with her. She gave birth to a son, Poh Fuh. Finally the 
King degraded Queen Chen and the Crownprince, and made Pao 
Sze queen and Poh Full crownprince. The Great Astrologer Poh Yang 
said: The misfortune is complete; there is no help for it1 ''. Then 
\ve read that the Emperor, who by all manner of devices tried 
to make the woman laugh, did not succeed until by a false sign 
of an enemy's attack he caused the lords to come up in great 
haste. This made Pao Sze burst into laughter, but it was the 
cause of the King's death and the ruin of the dynastj', for when 
the enemy actually came, the lords, whom the King had deluded 
several times by false alarms, did not come to the rescue. Thus 
the King was killed, Pao Sze was taken prisoner, and the treasures 
of the House of Gheu were all taken by force. Japanese legends 
tell us that Pao Sze was reborn in the twelfth century as 
Tamamo no mae, the Emperor Konoe or Toba's concubine, who 
changed into a fox '.

It is clear that in the above passages the dragons were harbingers 
of evil, because the Emperors did not walk in the Tao.

In A. D. 553 a dragon was seen ascending near the Imperial 
Palace, and the next year a huge black serpent rose from the 
Palace moat to the sky, spreading a dazzling light and followed 
by a small snake. Calamity was predicted on account of these 
apparitions, and the Emperor tried to avert the evil by offerings 
of money 2 , magic, Buddhist prayers and philanthropy; but it 
ivas all in vain, for at the end of the same year he was killed 3 .

The History of t/ie Liao dynasty 4 says: " [In the first year of 
the Tien-Men era (A. D. 926) J the Emperor (Tcai-Tsu, 907 926) 
stopped at Fu-yii-fu and did not take any precautions. That 
evening a big star fell before his tent, and on the day sin-sze, 
when he captured the castle of Tan-tsze, the Emperor saw a 
yellow dragon coiling and winding, about one mile in length. 
The brightness of its light blinded the eye; it entered the Imperial

1 Of. my treatise on '•'•The Fox and the Badger in Japanese Folklore'", Transactions 
of the Asiatic Society of Japan, Vol. XXXVI, Part 3, pp. 51 sqq.

2 The dragons are fond of money, comp. the Japanese work Seiyliki, rjfcj *|/fe gjl 

(written by TACIIIBANA NANKEI, jfjg |^J 5^|, in 1795 1797), Zoku Teikoku iiim/ro, 
Vol. XX, Ch. II, p. 259. This has perhaps something to do with their liking for the 
vital spirit of copper (cf. below, Book II, Ch. Ill, § 3).

3 History of Ihe South (Nanshi, |^g jQ, \viitten by YEN SHEU, ^[£ ila, who

lived in the first half of the seventh century A. D.), Ch. V1K ( $jfe gfl , ~"[^ ).

4 Liao shi, H j£, (906-1108), Sect, -fc jjfft ^ |g ^ ~p, T<ai-Tsu pen ki, 

"Fundamental history of (the Emperor) T'ai-T.su", Ch. II, p. Qa.
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lodging house. There was a purple, black vapour which hid the 
sky, remained the whole day, and then dispersed. That very day 
the Emperor died" '.

Sometimes a dragon's appearance was a sign of impending 
calamity in the form of inundations. Such was the case in A. D. 
967, according to the Books of the Sung dynasty 3. We read there 
the following: "In the summer of the fifth year of the Klen-teh 
era (967) it rained in the capital, and a black dragon appeared. 
Its tail was on the border of the clouds, and it flew from North 
west to Southeast. The diviners explained it to be (an omen of) 
big floods. The next year in twenty four prefectures the water 
destroyed the ricetields and the houses" 3.

D. Dragons appearing in wrontj places.

If a dragon, symbol of Imperial power, is born in a commoner's 
house or comes out of his well, this is a very bad omen for the 
dynasty, the Emperor personally, or one of his feudal lords, for 
it means degradation from the highest dignity to a common 
state, and death of the ruler or of one of his representatives.

The Books of the Turn dynasty * contain the following passage: 
"Under the reign of Sun Hao of the Wu dynasty (the fourth 
and last Emperor of that dynasty, A. D. 242 283), in the T'ieu- 
ts'eh era (A. D. 275 276), a dragon was hatched in (the house 
of) a family in Chcaug-sha, and ate the chickens. KING FANG 5 says 
in his Yih yao °: 'If a dragon is hatched in a man's house, a

a
A

2

3
a

, Sunj-shu (A.D. 900-1279), Sect.

4 W H < A ' D- 263- 420), Gh. XXIX, nr 19, Sect. ^ ft jjfe , ^ , p. 24a

5 Jjjjt ffi i t '19 famous diviner of the first century before our era, mentioned above, 

p. 47, note 1.

6
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king will become a commoner'. Afterwards Hao submitted to 
Chin (the Chin dynasty) 1.

In the same section of this work 2 we read the following. 
-Under the Emperor Ming of the Wei dynasty (A. D. 227 239), 
in the first year of the Tscing-lung era (233), on the day kiah- 
shen of the first month, a blue dragon appeared in a well at 
Mo-peo (a place) in the suburbs. If only a lucky omen rises 
at a wrong time, it becomes an evil. How much more is this 
the case, when it (the dragon) is in straits in a well! This is 
not a felicitous omen! 3 It was wrong that Wei on account of 
it changed the name of the era. Yu Pao says: 'From the end of 
the reign of the Emperor Ming under the "VVei dynasty the "1 
appearances of blue and yellow dragons were signs corresponding j 
with the fall and rise of its rulers. As to the fate of the land 
of Wei, blue is the colour of wood and yet it does not conquer 
metal; it was a sign of yellow getting the throne and blue losing 
it. The frequent appearance of blue dragons means that the 
virtue of the sovereign and the fate of the dynasty are in inner 
conflict with each other 4. Therefore Kao Kwei Hiang Kung 5 
(Ts'ao Mao, A. D. 241 260, who in 254 became the fourth 
Emperor of the Wei dynasty) was utterly defeated in war.'"

"According to Liu HIANG'S   explanation the dragon, the symbol 
of dignity, when being imprisoned in a well means calamity 
consisting in a feudal lord being about to be secretly seized. 
In the Wei dynasty there was no dragon which was not in a 
well. It was an omen of the oppressive measures of those men 
who occupied the highest ranks '. The poem on the 'Dragon lying 
in the deep', written by Kao Kwei Hiang Kung, has this meaning".

The Books of th<> Early Hun dynasty s relate the following. "In

, Ch. XXIX, nr 19, ^ ff * , _fc., P. 23& (*

6 ^jj [FJ] ( B. C. 80 9), a famous author and minister, cf. GILES, Uioyr. Diet., p . 

501, nr, 1300.

8 Ch. XXVII, Sect. j£ f7 ^ , nr 7.
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the second year of the reigii of the Emperor Hwei (B.C. 193), 
in the morning of the hwei-yiu day of the first month, there 
were two dragons which appeared in a well at Li-wen-ling (a 
village), east of the palace of Lan-ling. They were seen till the 
evening of the yih-bai day; then they went away. Liu Hiang is 
of the following opinion: 'If a dragon, a symbol of dignity, is 
in straits in the well of a commoner, this means calamity consisting 
in a feudal lord being about to be secretly seized' '. Afterwards 
the Empress-Dowager Lii secretly lulled Chcu, the king of San 
Chao *, and also Lii was finally murdered. KING-FANG says in his 
Yih chwcen 3 : ' When those who have virtue meet injuries (i.e. 
are put to death), the bad omens of this are that dragons appear 
in wells'. Further, he says: 'In cases of execution or violent cruelty 
black dragons come out of wells'". 4

The uBio(jmphy of Ckang J Vm-pwo of 6%V 5 gives the following 
tale. "When Wen-piao was going to plot his rebellion and, still 
being engaged in preparing it, had not yet settled (his plans), one of 
his followers dreamt at night that a dragon was coiling above 
Wen-piao's chin. Wen-piao was very much rejoiced and said: 
'This is Heaven's appointment' (to the Throne, i. e. it is a sign 
that I shall ascend the Throne). Then he settled his plans, raised 
troops, and was defeated. Men of knowledge said: 'As the dragon 
is a divine being and yet came out of his chin, this was an omen 
that calamity should be at work and that his shen (soul) should 
go away'''.   Here again the dragon appeared in a wrong place.

§ 3. Dragon horses. 

The Li ki'1 says: "The Ho (river) sent forth the horse with

2 Cf. GILES, 1.1. p. 553, nr 1442, s. v. L it Hou: "To make the throne secure, she 
poisoned the Prince of Chao, another son of the late Emperor by a concubine".3

4

T- s- Ch -

7 LEGGE, Sacred Books of the East, Vol. XXVII, Book VII (Li yun), Sect. IV, nr!6, 
p. 392. COUVREUR, L i ki, Vol. I, p. 536 : ffi $* || (gj .

I

the map (on his back)". This was the -"River Map" from which 
Fuh-Hi fashioned the eight kica ( /V ^|0> the diagrams used in 
divination. The SIiu kintj ' mentions this map among the precious 
objects preserved at the Court in B.C. 1079. LEGGE 2 treats of it 
in his Introduction to the Yi kimj with regard to the well-known 
passage of an Appendix of this Classic 3, running as follows: 
"The Ho gave forth the scheme or map, and the Lo gave 
forth the writing, (both of) which the sages copied". According 
to one of the commentators on the YUi king ''the water of 
the Ho sent forth a dragon liorse ; on its back there was 
curly hair, like a map of starry dots. The water of the Lo 
sent forth a clivine tortoise; on its back there were riven veins, 
like writing of character pictures" 4. This conception, apparently 
based upon the above passage of the L i kit became common in 
later times, and the San iscai fu hirui" gives a picture of this 
dragon horse. As to the appendix of the Yih king f> , quoted by 
SZE-MA CHENG in the "Anna/ft of the three sovereigns \ there neither 
the river nor ihe horse are mentioned, but it is simply stated 
that Fuh-Hi was the first to trace the eight diagrams.

In the Sftui ying fu 9 the following description of a dragon 
horse is given: "It is a benevolent horse, the vital spirit of river 
water. Its height is eight chcih five ts'un; its neck is long, and 
its body is covered with scales. It has wings at its shanks, and 
its hair hangs down its sides. Its cry consists of nine tones, and 
it walks on the water without sinking. It appears at the time 
of famous sovereigns". This reminds us of the description given

1 LEGGE, Sacred Books of the East, Vol. Ill, Shu king. Part V, Book XXII, p. 239.
2 Sacred Books of the East, Vol. XVI, Introduction, pp. 14 sqq.
3 Appendix III, Sect. I, Ch. II, § 73; LEGGE, I.I., p. 374; Ch. V, |j| |^ J-^ ^ ,

5 ~̂

dynasty.

6 J5!

*, written by WANG Kci, , at the time of the Ming

! |?fe, Ch. XV, p. 4, LEGGE'S translation, p. 382.

7 San-hwang pen-ki, = J| ^ |£ ( || _£ Sg), by ^J J| ^, p. 16; 
CH\VANNES' translation, Vol. I, p. 0.

8 3ffil i  O ' written before the Chcen dynasty (A. D. 557 589) by SUN JEU-CHI, 

-j^i Si ~%? i and quoted in the T 'ien cfiung ki, ^ pb gg (written under the 
Ming dynasty by CHCEN YAO-WEN, (^ ^H ^), Ch. LV.
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by KC QNG NGAN-KWOH ' in his commentary 011 the Sim king 2, which 
runs as follows: "A dragon horse is the vital spirit of Heaven 
and Earth. As a being its shape consists of a horse's body, yet 
it has dragon scales. Therefore it is called 'dragon horse'. Its 
height is eight ch'ih five ts'un. A true dragon horse 1ms wings 
at its sides and walks upon the water without sinking. If a 
holy man is on the throne it comes out of the midst of the 
Ming river, carrying a map on its back" 3.

The Tuny kien tsien pirn u-ai ki*, which refers to this passage, 
says: "At the time of Tcai Hao (i. e. Fuh-Hi) there was a lucky 
omen consisting of a diagon horse which carried a map on its 
buck and came out of the Ho river. Therefore in giving titles 
to the officials he began to arrange them by means of the dragon, 
and called them 'Dragon-officers'" 5. As to these titles we read 
in the Annals of the Three sovereigns ° : "He (Fuh-Hi) had the 
lucky omen of a dragon; by means of the dragon be arranged 
the officials and called them 'Dragon-officers'". The Tso-cliwen"' 
gives the same matter in an extensive passage regarding the 
titles of the officials of the first Emperors.

The T^ti-^unj yii-lan a describes a dragon horse which appeared

fri

ijjl , a famous scholar in the reign of the Hnn emperor Wu (B. C. 

140 85), who in B.C. 97 transcribed the ancient tablets discovered in the wall of the 
house of the Confucian family, and made a commentary on the whole. Cf. LEGGE'S 
Introduction to his translation of the SJiu king, Sacred books of the East, Vol. III. p. 8. 

2 Sect. Jj! ^ ; quoted in the T. S , Sect, fa jjg, Ch. 128, f| "oft $£ if*   ', 

p. 16.

3 w m &

"Extla writings" belonging to the "Preceding part" of

the Ts-S-chi funrj kien kany-muh, ^ '/O sfi ^ ll^ § ' "A chronol Sical survey 

of the Mirror of History, composed to assist Government", an imperial edition of 1707, 
based upon the Ts;a-chi Vunrj kien written by S'?-ma Ku-finy, f}| Jf| yfc, between 

1065 and 1084. It consists of tlnee parts,: ]^" |)^ , fiora Yao's time to B.C. 402; 
the main work (B.C. 402  A. D. 900); and the Supplement (A. D. 960 1307).

6 P. 2a; CIIAVANNES, Vol. I, p. 7 : jffi Q
7 Book X, year XVII (17th year of Duke Chao); LEGGE, Chinese Classics, Vol. V, 

Part II, pp. 660 sq.
8 -4^ 2p ^p Eg f uThe Wo,.k of imperial Autopsy of the Tai pcing period",

composed by an Imperial committee of thirteen scholars under the presidency of the 

statesman Li FANG, ?& ftj , in A. D. 983. According to DE GROOT, Rel. Stjst. Vol. IV,
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in A.D. 741 and was considered to be a good omen for the 
Emperor. It was spotted blue and red, and covered with scales. 
Its mane resembled that of a dragon, and its neighing was like 
the tone of a flute. It could cover three hundred miles. Its 
mother was a common horse which had become pregnant by 
drinking water from a river in which it, was bathed. This agrees 
with the statement of the S/mi yiny fu quoted above about the 
dragon horse being the vital spirit of river water. The same 
horse is described as follows in another work of much later 
date ': "A horse with dragon scales, the tail of a huge serpent, 
frizzy hair, round eyes and a fleshy crest". AVhen the Emperor 
fled from the capital to the West, this horse entered a river, 
changed into a dragon and swam away.

Another dragon horse, which appeared in A. D. 622, had a 
scaly dragon's body, spotted with five colours,-and a horse's head 
with two white horns. In its mouth it carried an object about 
three or four chcih long. This horse was seen on a river, marching 
about a hundred steps on the surface of the water, looking abont 
and then disappearing 2.

Finally, we may refer to a passage of the Shilt i ki 3, where 
we read that the Emperor Muh of the Cheu dynasty in the 
thirty second year of his reign drove around the world in a 
carriage, drawn by eight winged dragon horses 4.

§ 4. Geomancy-

The so-called funy-shui ( JH,^{C, "wind and water") is a 
geomantical system, prevalent throughout China from olden 
times down to the present age. The tiger and the dragon, the 
gods of wind and water, are the keystones of this doctrine. I 
deem it superfluous to treat of it in extenso, because Professor

Introd. p. X, this cyclopedia contains only what the Emperor (TSii Tsimg) reserved for 
direct publication, whereas the T'al-ifiny Inuany ki, H^ 2E ]jj± =^, "Ample Writings 

of the Tcai-pcing period", republibhed about 1566, consists merely of such parts of it 
as -were ejected by the Emperor. Ch. 435, quoting the Siten shih chi, *pf ^ Jjt j 
written in the ninth century by CHANG TDII,' E)§ Hg.

1 The Yuen kien lei han, J?^| ij|| ?j|f( JSJ i written in 1710 by CHANG YING, 

JJH ^L, and others; Ch. 433.
2 Tcai-pcing yii-lan, Ch. 435.

3 |^ ̂  |S' written in A.D. 357 by W*NG KIA, Ip S|l; Ch. III. p. la.
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DE Gaoor ' has given already a full account of its origin, elements, 
meaning and influence. "It is", saj-s he, "a quasi-scientific system, 
supposed to teach men where and how to build graves, temples 
and dwellings, in order that the dead, the gods and the living 
may be located therein exclusively, or as far as possible, under 
the auspicious influences of Nature" 2. The dragon plays a most 
important 'part in this system, being "the chief spirit of water 
and rain" 3, and at the same time representing one of the four 

C"~~ quarters of heaven (i.e. the East, called the Azure Dragon 4, and 
the first of the seasons, spring) 5. "The word Dragon comprises 
the high grounds in general, and the water-streams which have 
their sources therein or wind their way through them. Hence 
it is that books on Fung-shni commonly commence Avith a bulky 
set of dissertations, comprised under the heading: 'Rules concerning 
the Dragon' (^g ££ ), in reality dealing with the doctrines about 
the situation and contours of mountains and hills and the direction 
of water-courses"  .

Finally, we may quote the following passage from the same 
work 7 : "Amoy is unanimously declared by all the wise men of 
the town to be indebted for its prosperity to two knolls flanking 
the inner harbour, and vulgarly styled Ho-fau soa"1 (J^ fjjj [J_|), 
or 'Tiger-head Hill', and L iny- fad soan ( fj| §P{ lij ). or 'Dragon- 
head Hill1 . The latter, which is situated on the opposite shore, 
on the islet of Kulangsu, is crowned with huge boulders poised 
in a fantastic manner, upon which professors have had several 
blocks of granite arranged for the purpose of helping the imagination 
to discover the outlines of a dragon on the spot. The costs of 
these improvements were borne by some well-to-do citizens, 
anxious to promote their own prosperity and that of their fellow 
townsmen". A "Dragon's head Mountain" is mentioned in the 
Sin ski S<m Tiin ki^, where we read the following: "The Dragon's 
head Mountain is 60 miles long; its head enters the water of 
the Wei (a large tributary of the Yellow River), its tail reaches 
the Fan river. The height of its head is 20 chang, the tail goes

1 Religious System of China, Vol. Ill, Ch. XII, pp. 935 1056.
2 P. 935. 3 P. 949.
4 P. 949. The four quarters are called: the Azure Dragon (East), the Red or Ver 

milion Bird (South), the White Tiger (West) and the Black Tortoise (North) (DE 
GBOOT, 1.1., Vol. I, p. 316).

5 P. 951. 6 Ibidem. 7 Pp. 959 seq.

8 ^fe j3^ r^ |S; gjl ' "Annals of the three Ts'in states written by Sin", quoted 

in the T.S., Sect. - j , Ch. 128, ^ ^jjjJ jJ.  ., p. 13a.
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gradually down to a height of five:or six chang. It is said that 
in olden times there was a strange dragon which came from the 
southern side of the mountain in order to drink the water of 
the Wei. The course it followed shaped itself into a mountain 
of clay, and therefore (the mountain) was called after it" '.

As we shall see below 2 also in Japan a great number of 
names of mountains point to the same ideas concerning the 
connection between mountains and dragons.

±Ui,
2 Book III, Ch. IX, § 2, A.



CHAPTER III.

GENERAL INFORMATION.

§ \ . Enormous light-giving mountain gods-

The Shun lud Idmj ' describes the god of Mount Cliiiiig as 
follows: "The god of Mount Ghuiig is called 'Enlightener of the 
Darkness'. By looking (i. e. by opening his eyes) he creates day 
light, and by closing his eyes he creates night. By blowing he 
makes winter, by exhaling he makes summer. He neither eats 
nor drinks nor does he rest. His breath causes wind. His length is 
a thousand miles. He is in the East of Wu-kl ('Without bowels'). 
As a living being, he has a human face, the body of a snake 
and a red colour. He lives at the foot of Mount Cluing". The 
commentator KWOH PCOH 2 explains this passage in the following 
words: "'Enlightener' is a dragon; he enlightens the nine yin 
(darknesses, i. e. the nine points of the compass at the opposite, 
dark side of the earth, which is a flat disk; these nine points are 
North, South, East, West, North-east, North-west, South-east, 
South-west, and the Centre)". According to the Htvai nan tszc it 
is "a god with a human face and a dragon's body, but without 
legs" \

We may quote here a passage from the 1"uny miny &« 4, a 
work of the beginning of our era, to which DE GriiooT s refers 
as follows: "The T'UIUJ ininy ki says, that in the year 99 before 
our era the emperor Wn convoked a meeting of magicians and

, a very old classic, Sect. -£[, (nr 8), p. \ b: jjj

(who died in A. D. 322; author of the Shall hai king Pu Isan, I [ I

A tBf nf^? -^ iffll 'ftff /E. . Quoted in the commentary 1 .1. |tl| H o ^3 HPJ jjk\ ^J^ J3

4 ^^lE' 01'- 1"-

5 Be/. Sijst., Vol. VI, p. 1167.
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learned men, at which Tnng Fang-soh spoke as follows: 'I made 
a journey to the north pole, and came to a mountain planted 
with fire, which neither the sun, nor the moon ever illumines, 
but which is lighted to its uttermost bounds by a b lue dray on 
by means of a torch which it holds in its jaws' " '.

The dragon being full of Yang, it is quite logical that he 
should diffuse light, as we have also seen above (Ch. II, § 1, p. 44). 
The Yih fin* says: "A black dragon vomits light and makes 
Darkness (Yin) turn into Light (Yang)".

§ 2. Nature of the dragons.

In KWAN CHUNG'S philosophical work entitled Kiran txzc*, " The 
philosopher Kwan", we read the following: "Those who, hidden 
in the dark, can live or die, are shi (^ , a plant the stalks of 
which are used in divination), tortoises and dragons. The tortoise 
is born in the water; she is caused to disclose (what she knows) 
in the fire, and then becomes the first of all creatures, the . 
regulator of calamity and felicity. A dragon in the water eovers~~~ 
himself with five colours. Therefore he is a god (alien). If he 
desires to become small, he assumes a shape resembling that of 
a silkworm, and if he desires to become big, he lies hidden in 
the world. If he desires to ascend, he strives towards the clouds, 
and if he desires to descend, he enters a deep well. He whose 
transformations are not limited by da}'S, and whose ascending 
and descending are not limited by time, is called a god (.s7*c??)".

The philosopher HAN FEI * says: "Ah, a dragon, as being an

1 # if 81 tfr *9 )fc 0Uffi Ul
2 ^ jfc, a n old divinatory work quoted T. S., Sect. ^ |£g, Cli. 130, ]j| ^

3 ££ -^?-, ascribed to KWAN CHUNG, $£ Ah , who died in B.C. 645. Ch. XV, p. 

4, nr39,

4 /fare J?« is7i;
n$, m zm
(4th century B. 0.), Ch. IV, nr 12, , p. 9a:



animal, is so mild, that one may approach him (be familiar with 
him, i. e. tame him) and ride on him. Bat under his throat he 
has scales, lying in a reverse direction, one ch'ih (foot) in diameter. 
If a man touches them, the dragon is sure to kill him".

The Classics have taught us that the dragon belongs to the 
four creatures that have the most liny ( f||), i.e. whose sften 
manifests itself in the most powerful way. The ^ Rh ya yih ' goes 
further and states that the dragon possesses the most Ihy of all 
creatures. According to the Shui yimj fu 2 "the yellow dragon is 
the quintessence of alien, and the chief of the four dragons. If a 
king does not drain off ponds and lakes, their water can penetrate 
into deep pools, and the yellow dragons, following their nature, 
swim in ponds and lakes".

LtiPuH-WEi 3 relates the following: ' Confucius said: 'A dragon 
(luny) eats what is pure and moves about in what is pure *. A 
chi ( &;|) eats what is pure and moves about in what is muddy. 
A fish eats what is muddy and moves about in what is muddy. 
Now I, in ascending do not reach the dragon (i. e. I am not 
such a high being as the dragon), and in descending do not 
reach the fishes (i. e. I am not such a low creatiire as the fishes); 
I am (like) the chi1 ".

HWAI NAN TSZE 5 goes as far as to declare the dragon 
to be the origin of all creatures, as we learn from the 
following passage: "All creatures, winged, hairy, scaly and

^ IS Sit I§ ' t'ie Appendix to the 'Rh ya (a vocabulary probably dating from 

pre-Christian times, cf. DE GnoOT, Rel. Sysl. I , p. 302), "a broad elaboration of this old 
dictionary by the hand of Lo YUEN, $jj& jffi , who flourished in the latter half of the 

12th century." (DE GROOT, 1.1. IV, p. ICO); Section f|l % | : >$ £ M M ^J t& =

2 31 f|l , written before the Chcen dynasty (A. D. 557 589) by SUN JEU-OIII,

z* ft

3 § ^ Jji i the reputed father of Shi Hwang, the founder of the Tscin dynasty 

(B. 0. 249 206), in his work entitled : Lu-shi clfvn-ts'hi, § j^ ^ ̂  , "Annals 

of Lu", Section -ffl | .

5 '$£ f|f  T'l "The philosopher of Hwai-nan", i.e. Liu NGAN, Jjgft ^, (who died 

B. C. -122), Ch. IV, J^jj ^ =||j , quoted in the *Rh ya yih, Sect, ||| |[| .

mailed, find their origin in the dragon 1 . The y it-Ma 
produced the flying dragon, the flying dragon gave birth to the 
phoenixes, and after them the Iwtm-niao ($•{•% j|L) and all birds, 
in general the winged beings, were born successively. The mao-tuh 
(3HH' aha«7 calf") produced the ying-lwig ( ]@§|), the yiug- 
lung gave birth to the kien-ma (^ ,^|), and afterwards thelfi-lin 
((^ttj^.) and all quadrupeds, in general the hairy beings, were born 
successively. The kiai-lin (ft &-fe) produced the kiao-lung ($£ ^|), 
the kiao-luug gave birth to the kwun-keng ( i|g Sg), and afterwards 
the -kiwi-tie ( Ifl^fl) and all fishes, in general the scaly beings, 
were born successively. The kiai-fan (ft /_5^) produced the s ien- 
lung ( jtHi)> the sien-lung gave birth to the yuen-yuen ( 7^^, 
"original tortoise1 ') and afterwards the ling-kwei ( j||fjj|, "divine 
power manifesting tortoise") and all tortoises, in general the 
mailed beings were born successively". The same author says 
that "mankind cannot see the dragons rise; wind and rain assist 
them to ascend to a great height" - .

The Ta tai li Id 3 states that "the essence of the scaly animals 
is called dragon", and that "the dragon does not ascend.if there 
is no wind".

In the Historical Records * we read a quotation from Cliwany 
tsze s, where Confucius after having talked with Lao tsze says: 
"As to the dragon, we cannot understand his riding on wind 
and clouds and his ascending to the sky. To-day I saw Lao tsze; 
is he not like the dragon 1?"

According to the Pf i yd. fi "none of the animals is so wise as 
the dragon. His blessing power is not a false one. He can be

1 ffi to , #1 % 3$ # , g i& ft flt .
2 Ch. XVII, |^^|C=|||. Cf. Ch. IX, £^:f$f=J||: "The y ing-lung ascends

riding on the clouds".

3 -fa IF«£ jjffl =j| t compiled by Tu Ten, JuR ^iS, under the reign of the Emperor

Suen of the Ilan dynasty (B.C. 73 49); Ch. V,  **  -^ ^ [g] , p. Ib: &$fc jgi

ft' p- 2a: M ft SI If ^4 ch. LXIII,

5 £JJ ^. (4th cent. B. C.), Section ^ >tg, Ch. III.

6 i^^, composed by LUH TIEN, |^| fpj (1042 1102); Ch. I, ^ J| , nr 1

8t).p-" a^^fftfi. n zm^fa^^* mm &
Verb. Kon. Akad. v. Wetengeh. (Afd. Letterk.) N. R. Dl XIII, N . 2. 5
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smaller than small, bigger than big, higher than high, and lower 
than low. Therefore according to the Yih kimj, Kien ( j|r£, the 
first diagram) by means of the dragon rules Heaven, and Kitfun 
(ify) by means of the horse rules the Earth; the dragon is a 
heavenly kind of being, the horse an earthly one".

Li TAO-TOEN ', in his commentary on the S/iui kiny, states that 
the expression 'fishes and dragons consider the autumn clays as 
night1 means that "at the autumnal equinoctium the dragons 
descend and then hibernate and sleep in pools".

The D7i/t yn yih 2 quotes the following passage from a work of 
WANG Fc 3 : "When rain is to be expected, the dragons scream 
and their voices are like the sound made by striking copper 
basins. Their saliva can produce all kinds of perfume. Their 
breath becomes clouds, and on the other hand they avail them 
selves of the clouds in order to cover their bodies. Therefore 
they are invisible. At the present day on rivers and lakes there 
are sometimes people who see one claw and the tail (of a dragon), 
but the head is not to be seen. In summer, after the fourth 
month, the dragons divide the regions amongst themselves and 
each of them has his territory. This is the reason why within 
a distance of a couple of acres there may be quite different 
weather, rain and a clear sky. Further, there are often heavy

, 
X* **JHJ|f}*6. fi^Mtt, -.

\ ^ 7£, who lived under Hie Northern Wei dynasty (A. D. 386  536), quoted 

<; ya, Ch. I, nr 1 <ff|), p. 2a: fa §| \% $[ 0 ^ ft „ ^ f |in the

.
2 Sect. |!p f|, quoted in the T. S., Sect, ji, Ch. 127, f

3 ^ ̂ ^ , who lived at the time of the Ilan dynasty. He is the author of the 

Tifieti fu hm, j(|^ -^ g^ ; but this passage is apparently quoted from another of 

his works, for in the Ts'ien fu Inn I have sought for it in vain.
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rains, and those who speak about these rains say: 'Fine moistening 
rain is heavenly rain, violent rain is dragon rain'. Dragon fire 
and human fire are opposite. If dragon fire cornea into contact 
\vith wetness it flames, and if it meets water it burns. If one 
drives it away by means of fire, it stops burning and its flames 
are extinguished".

The Pci ya ' states the same fact with regard to the dragon 
fire, referring to the Nei ticn, and in the same passage says the 
following 2 : "The dragons are also born from eggs. When they 
intend to hatch, the male dragon's cry makes the wind rise, and 
the female dragon's cry makes the wind abate, and the wind 
changes....... According to popular belief the dragon's vital
spirit lies in his eyes, for this is the case because he is deaf. 
The 'Discussions on the spontaneous phenomena of Tin and 
Tang' 3 say: 'The Ii-hmy's* pupils see a mustard plant or a straw 
at a distance of a hundred miles'. Further they say 'A dragon 
can make (litt. change) water, a man can make fire'. Further: 
'A dragon does not see stones, a man does not see the wind, 
fishes do not see the water, demons do not see the earth'. 
SUN GHCOH TSZE" says: cKao Tsu (probably the Emperor of the Hau 
dynasty, who reigned B.C. 206 139) drove in a dragon carriage, 
Kwang Wu (who reigned A. D. 685 717) drove in a tiger 
carriage' ".

§ 3. What dragons like and dislike.

The " Rh ya yih, in the passage of WANG Fu above mentioned,
says: "As to his character as a being the dragon's nature is
rough and fierce; yet he is afraid of iron and likes precious

1 Ch. I (Jf| H), nr I (ffl), p. 26:

2 Ibidem, p. 1«, 2a:

kmm, ft. •••
0 > w- & w M

flu fll , #
3 The same work is quoted in the Pen-tifao hang-muh, Ch. 43, p. 40, with the 

title: Yin-yang pien-kwa lun, " Discussions on the phenomena of Yin and Ticing". The 
fact that it is quoted in the P^i ya. proves that it dates from the eleventh century or earlier.

4 ^iPlfi- 5 A faraous Poet of the 4 th century A. D.
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stones and lcung-tscinf/ ' , and is fond of roasted swallow flesh. 
Therefore persons who have eaten swallows must not cross the 
sea. Further he (Wang Fu) says: "The kiao-lung- is afraid of 
leaves of the Melia Azederach 3, and of five-coloured silk thread. 
Therefore from the time of the Han dynasty (down to the present 
day) those who offered to Kc 'dh Yuen* took five-coloured silk 
thread and with this tied together the leaves of the Melia 
Azederach. Among the ancients there were the Dragon-rearer 5 
and the Dragon-ruler   families, who ruled the dragons only by 
means of their knowledge of what they desired and disliked" 7. 

The Pen-is" ao kany-muh*, the famous standard work on Natural 
History and Materia Meclica, written in the latter half of the 
15th century by Li SHI-CHEN O, saj-s: "The small writings (essays) 
contain the following. The dragon's nature is rough and fierce, 
and yet he likes beautiful gems and Ifunrj-tsintj, and is found of 
(roasted) swallows. He is afraid of iron, of the wang plant I 0, of

, i. e. the Yin-shih, the "Stone of Darkness".1 S
2 *£il-
3 jjfa , "a tree bearing lilac flowers, the 'Melia Azederaeh' or 'pride of India'; the 

phoenix likes it, but the dragon abhois it" (WELIS WILLIAMS, Chin. Diet., p 536, s. v.)

4 IS IS , i. e. K.ciin PING, fi« 2p, a minister of the state of Chcu (4$£ ), who 

lived about B. C. 314, the maker of the famous poem entitled L i sao, jjfj^ BaS. As his 

royal master would not follow his advise, he drowned himself in the Poll lo river. Every 
year, at the 5th of the 5th month, the anniversary of his death is celebrated and little 
dumplings wrapped in leaves are offered to him and eaten in his memory. Cf. DEGROOT, 
Fetus anniicllex a Emoui, Vol. I, pp. 313 sqq. The Japanese Tango no sekku, jjilja 

 ^p {J*\ "BIJ  fjj . the "Exact moment of the opposition" (of Yin against Yang, i. e. the 
summer solstitium, with which it formerly must have been identical) is originally the 
same festival. It is a dragon festival, at which the dragons by sympathetic magic in 
the form of dragon-boat races are called up to give fertili/ing rains. The story about 
Kcllh Yuen is apparently a later explanation of this ancient festival.

5 Hwan-lung, ;& §§. Cf. above, p. 50.

C Yu-lung, ffi |fg. Cf. above, p. 50.

7 -tt-«4*jfflw BBJu.^ ^3ESSW. rffi
n* X tN

8 2J£ ]M[ j|^ g , "Collectanea of Hants". &$£ ^ , Ch. 43, p. 1.

9 ^H$JJ>.

10 Eg [Mf , wunrj-ltfao. not mentioned in the Chinese dictionaries of WELLS WILLIAMS,
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centipedes ', of the leaves of the lien tree (Melia Azederach), and 
of five-coloured silk thread. Therefore those who have eaten 
swallows avoid to cross the water, and those who pray for rain 
use swallows; those who suppress water calamity (inundations) 
use iron, those who stir up the dragons (to cause them to make 
rain) use the wang plant, and those who offer to KMh Yuen use 
leaves of the Melia Azederach and coloured silk thread, wrapping 
dumplings in them which they throw into the river. Also when 
physicians use dragon's bones, they must know these particulars 
about the dragon's nature as to their likings and hatreds" 2 .

The beautiful gems remind us of the Indian dragons; the 
pearls of the sea were, of course, in India as well as in China 
and Japan, considered to be in the special possession of the 
dragon-shaped sea-gods. As to the tfuny-tfiny, this is explained 
to be a hollow stone with water inside, or the vital spirit (^j§, 
tuiiuj) of copper. Swallows are also mentioned as food of the 
shen (%jr ) 3 . The same particulars are to be found in the Nan 
pu gin shu 4 , where we read that the dragons are afraid of wax, 
and that their fat makes silk garments impermeable to water.

In regard to the dragons' fear of iron we may mention a

GILES and COUVREUB, but found in the Japanese dictionary entitled Kanwa daijiten, 
$£ JjjjjJ -^ *̂ - Iffl. , p. 1232, where we read: " pg , bo, mo, a special kind of plant

resembling J^ 2S? ("swallow-oats", also called karasu-muyi, avena fatua), minoyomo 
(according to BRINKLEY'S diet. "Beckmania erucaeformis") ; its grains are used as food". 
The rjjTt , IM, is described there as a special kind of plant with a red stalk and white 

flowers. Its leaves resemble those of the 5^Si aoi (hollyhock; WELLS WILLIAMS, p. 487 : 
"tha sunflower; a term for some malvaceous plants, as the Malva, Althea, and Hibiscus; 
it also includes other large leaved plants")". The reS ĵ , kang-trfao, is described by 

WELLS WILLIAMS (Diet. p. 319, s. v.) as "a trailing plant, vitia licifolia, which bears 
white flowers and small grapes that are said to remove stupidity". But the Pen-lifao 
kang-muh gives "j^j", not p^ .

1 ijto3 i, wu-kmig.

2
ft,

4 

Ch.

3 See below, p. 7ti.

fll» */l ^?' w"tten by TscitN Yin, , in the later Sung dynasty;
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legend to be found in the T'ien chung H ', where we read the 
following. In A. D. 762 the dike of a river was broken, and 
each time when the repairs were nearly finished, it broke again. 
At last somebody told that in the time of the Emperor Wu of 
the Liang dynasty (who reigned from A. D. 502 to 549) in a 
similar case thousands of pounds of iron were buried under the 
dike, whereupon the work could be completed. On hearing these 
words the superintendent of the work ordered to do the same, 
and lo! the thundering noise under the ground was no longer 
heard on the spot where the iron was laid, but gradually went 
away, and the dike was soon repaired. "The reason may be", 
says the author, "that the eyes of the dragons are hurt by the 
pungent nature (litt. taste) of iron or gold, and that they flee 
to protect their eyes".

§ 4. Shape of the dragons.

WANG Fu 2 says: "The people paint the dragon's shape with a 
horse's head and a snake's tail. Further, there are expressions as 
'three joints' and 'nine resemblances' (of the dragon), to wit: 
from head to shoulder, from shoulder to breast, from breast to 
tail. These are the joints; as to the nine resemblances, they are 
the following: his horns resemble those of a stag, his head that 
of a camel, his eyes those of a demon, his neck that of a snake, 
his belly that of a clam (sJu'ii, )^), h is scales those of a carp, 
his claws those of an eagle, his soles those of a tiger, his ears 
those of a cow. Upon his head he has a thing like a broad 
eminence (a big lump), called cffi/t muh ( /^ 7^). If a dragon 
has no clfih muh, he cannot ascend to the sky".

The Pci ya 3 states that "the dragon's 81 scales form a number

1 See above, p. 57, note 8; Ch. LVI.
2 About this author see above, p. G6, note 3; this passage, quoted in the 'Rh ya

T/I/I, Sect. H ^|| (T. S., Ch. 127, f| &$ H ^-, p. 06), is not to be found in

WANS FU'S 2Vfr» fu Inn. fc - j

3 ch. i „,. p. l fl:

i

' I
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consisting of nine times nine. Nine is Yany. The carp's 36 scales 
form a number consisting of six times six. Six is Yin".

In the Yan<j kuh man Ink ' we read: "The dragon has five i
fingers".

Finally, the J 't'ii-tx'ao ka>vj-muh- teaches us that "a dragon has 
whiskers at the sides of his month and a bright pearl under his 
chin; under his throat he has scales lying in a reversed direction; 
upon his head he has a broad eminence called in writing clfih J 
muh; if a dragon has no clfih mult, he cannot ascend to the sky. 
His breath turns into clouds, and then can change into water 
and into fire (rain and lightning)"........ "The Shih tien says:
'When dragons copulate they change into two small snakes' ".

§ 5. Male and female dragons.

The difference between male and female dragons is described | 
as follows: "The male dragon's horn is undulating, concave, 
steep; it is strong at the top, but becomes very thin below. 
The female dragon has a straight nose, a round mane, thin scales 
and a strong tail" 3.

The Shiny i U " relates of a painter, who was very skilled in 
painting dragons, but whose work one day was critisized by a 
man and a woman. They said that he did not distinguish male 
from female dragons, although they were different in reality. 
When he got angry and asked them how they knew this, they

Sect" nl' quoted i n the T-S> Sect ' ' Ch ' 1 27>

h. 43, fl £ —— , la:

3 Kwang poh with chi, Jjf ]fj. fyft * , an "Enlarged Poh whu chi" of later 

times (1007), by TUNG SZE-CHANU, |j| $Jf $| (Of. WYLIE, p. 187). The Poh wuh chi 
itself is a work of CHANG HWA, HE j§|, who lived in the fourth century, at the time

y^ — r^
of the Tsin dynasty (A. D. 265 420). This passage is quoted in the \Vaban sansai 

:ue, 01, XLV, p. 674: gg ft % % ^ JHJ |!|ft   %t T ^ &   ^

% H n , HI tt , n £$ , itt M ifc .
4 |fe a s^ , written by CIIANG KIUN-FANO, g 

(900 1280).

, in the Sung dynasty
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answered that they were dragons themselves and were willing 
to show him their shapes, whereupon they changed into a male
and a female dragon.

§ 6. Different kinds of dragons.

The S/iuh i ki ' says: "A water snake (^(C Jl^? shui yuen) after 
five hundred years changes into n kiao(^), a kiao after a thousand 
years changes into a lung ( |f|), a lunj after five hundred years 
changes into a kioh-luny ( ^ f|, "horned dragon") and after a 
thousand years into a ying-lung ( Jff|f|)".

Quite different, however, is, as we have seen above (p. 65), Liu 
NGAN'S statement in his work entitled Hwainantsze-, according to 
which the "flying dragon.*" are the offspring of the bird y ii-kia 3 
("the winged barbel"; this is the reason, says the commentary 
to this passage, why these dragons have wings) ; the ying-lung are 
the issue of a quadruped called mao-tuh*; the kiao-lung are the issue 
of a fish called kiai-lin 5 ; the sien-lwig ° are the issue of a mailed beast 
called klai-fan '' ; and the Jf'dh-lung a are produced by a sea plant 
called hfii-lii °. "\Vhen the yellow drat/on, born from yellow gold a 
thousand years old, enters a deep place, a yellow spring dashes 
forth, and if from this spring some particles I 0 arise, these become 
a yellow cloud. In the same way blue springs and blue clouds 
originate from blue dragons born from blue gold eight hundred 
years old; red, white and black springs and clouds from red, 
white and black dragons born from gold of the same colours, a 
thousand years old.

The Poll ya " gives the following definition of the principal

1 J7J£ JS. jljl , written by JEN FANG, -££ fjjj , in the sixth century A. D. (another 

work of the same name dates from 1701), Ch. J^ , p. Ga: -4f TJjji Ĵf "5"

5 ^ 

7 >^-

9 m
Ch. X, p. 66: 3

ru Mj "& H 
2Ch.IV,

4 ^ *$ i "hairy calf". 

0 frffi*8 m ft-
10 j&. , fine dust.

11 If ?$' Sect f£ JP.'mm, ^ ^ Em Although the Pen-tfao
*1

dragons: "If a dragon has scales, he is called kino-lung; if wings, 
ying-lung ( jjflrj^); if a horn, Jfin-luny ( &Lff^); an(i if be lias 
no horn, he is called clfi-lung ( ^ |j^)"- ^n the Japanese Buddhist 
dictionary entitled Bukkyo iroha jiten l we find the same enume 
ration with the additon of a fifth class, the ^fan-lung ( ll^jfl), 
"coiled dragon", which does not yet ascend to heaven. This 
dragon is also mentioned in the Fang yen -, where we read: 
"Dragons which do not yet ascend to heaven are called ^fm-lnn<j\

In the same passage of the aforesaid Japanese dictionary 
another division into five classes is given, namely: crow-dragons, 
snake-dragons, toad-dragons, horse-dragons and fish-dragons 3. This, 
enumeration is to be fcmnd in a Buddhist work, the Sii-men 
t^ang king 4, where we read that from these five classes that of 
the snake-dragons is the principal one; they are the "right kind 
of dragon".

According to the Wen-tszc tsih-liolt 5 the clfi-lung ( jfegj^f) 0 is 
red, white and green, and the kciu-lung (^ |||) is blue. The kciu 
is mentioned several times in the Pao P'oh-tase"1 : " If a pond 
inhabited by fishes and gavials is drained off, the divine kciu go 
away" ". "As to the flying to the sky of the kfiu of the pools,

kanrj-muh, Ch. 43, fS$! ~£* —— • , p . 06, s. v. kiao-luny, q uotes the text in this form 
(without saying that it is borrowed from the Poh ya), the original text of the Puh ya 
gives different characters for the names of the two last dragons. These characters are 
not to be found in the dictionaries, being the 205th radical under the 140th, and 
^ combined with ^£* ; but the pronunciation added to them is L iu ( JET H|2 ) and

j: j||

1 See above, Introd., p. 22, note 1 ; Vol. II, p. 56, s . v . j|g .

2 Ht ~=f, "Local Terms", according to DE GROOT (Bel. Sy.-sl. Vol. Ill, p. 1073) 
"a small vocabulary composed by YANG HIUNG, ^ jjjj| , an ethical philosopher and

statesman who died in A. D. 18." Ch. XII, p. la:

3 J& H i *fe H! , *S ^ n§ > 'i H .
hia-ma-luntj, ma-lung, and yu-luny.

4 2& HSj3 (Sumeru) |^ ̂  , quoted in the T&'ien-k'ioh kit lei shu, y^ ~$qj[ fijj~

&5 ^ , a cyclopaedia compiled in -1032 by CH CEN JEN-SIII, ftt^ -f"! ^. Of. WYLIE, 
Note? on Chinese literature (2nd ed.), p. 187.

5 -fir t& 4fe [5^1., a vocabulary quoted in the \Vakan sansai zue, Ch. XLV, p. 075.

6 Of. below, Ch. V (Ornaments).
7 ;fp] ;£|» -^p , written by KOH HUNG, ^ «^fc , in the 4th century A. D.

8 , Ch. I, nr 2 ( ^), p. 66: y^ $ f| ^ y^ glj jp$ M,
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this is his union with the clouds" '. "The tacui kciu ('khigfisher- 
k'iu) has no wings and yet flies upwards to the sky" 2. "Place 
the shape (i. e. an image of this dragon) in a tray, and the 
kingfisher-//^ (shall) descend in a dark vapoury haze" 3. The 
last sentence points to sympathetic magic which we shall mention 
below (this Book, Ch. VI).

-r The Shut y'mg fu * says that the yellow drat/on is the head of 
the four dragon-*, the essence of divine manifesting power 5, and 
that he can become big and small, appear and disappear in a 
moment; the b lue dnujon is the vital spirit of water. The azure, 
blue, yellow, black, white and red dragons as good or bad omens 
and givers of light or rain are mentioned above.

The legend about the yimj-lung, the winged dragon, which 
after having killed the rebel Chci Yiu (the first to raise rebellion 
in B. G. 2637) could not return to the Southern peak where he 
used to live, for which reason afterwards often drought prevailed, 
will be given below (Ch. VI).

A nine-headed, eighteen-tailed dragon is mentioned in a passage 
of the Lanrj Mien ki a, referred to by DE GROOT'. There a Taoist 
doctor is said to have recited this spell: " I came from the East 
and found a pond on the road; in its water lived a venerable 
dragon with nine heads and eighteen tails. I asked what it fed 
on; it ate nothing but fever-demons".

*& Further, we read about the "little stone-dragon' 1 , or "little 
mountain-dragon", also called "spring-dragon" s, the Japanese

1 Ibidem, nv 11 ( 

-J-j^ o T. S. Sect. -f|j- 

instead of '

), p. 28*: $| ^ Z ^ ̂  ̂  ̂  Z f 

, Ch. 130, p. 4a, where this passage is quoted, gives |Jjj^ 

which would mean : "this is a flight of stairs formed by the clouds 

and vapours". But in the Pao P'oh-tsze itself we read -ft!? .

2 #f- it- C h- IIf- nr 38 (|
3 > ch - iv ' n r 39
4 JjjjjJ jjjji [Q , see above p. 64, note 2; quoted in the Tcien chung ki, ^ fjl

Sri pu T vSli' *-"*• *-* * •

5 flU^^ii-
6 "Jili $S sR > "a collection of tales and legends, in three chapters, ascribed to one

HI* ^>X HU

I SHI-CHEN, -ftj- -j^ 3^, who lived under the Yuen dynasty (Lang Men is the Land

of Bliss)" (DE GROOT, Rel. Syst. Vol. IV, p. 105).
7 Rel. Syst., Vol. VI, p. 1053.

8 The sih-yih, jtjijf i}iU , also called shih-lung-ts:S, ^^ ^^ -^ , orstian-lung-tsze,

i

To

tokage or imori (lizard), which is born between stones in the 
mountains and has got the name of "little dragon" because it 
was (and is) believed to cause hail by its breath and to give 
rain to those who prayed to it. '.

The connection between the snake and the dragon is evident 
from the description of the so-called fenj-slid, |^ ij>^, a wingless 
serpent, "which can cause the clouds to rise, and, riding upon 
them, can fly a thousand miles. It can change into a dragon. 
Although there are males and females, they do not copulate. 
Their cry forbodes pregnancy" 2. And KOH HUNG 3 states that 
"tortoises turn into tigers and snakes into dragons". In the 
Yiu-y«ny txah tm* we read: "Dragons and snakes are considered 
by the learned class to be related".

\L The gavial A also belongs to the dragons. The Pett-tfao kamj- 
mith 6 describes it as follows: "There are numerous gavials in 
rivers and lakes. They resemble the class of the ling-li \ and 
their length is one or two chang. Both their backs and tails are 
covered with scales. By exhaling they can make clouds and cause 
rain. It is a kind of dragon. They live in deep holes and can 
fly only horizontally, not vertically. Their cries are like the

T
[[{ ^^ ^-, or Itfuen-lung, ^ ̂  . Cf. WELI.S WILLIAMS, Chin.-Eng. Diet., pp. 803 

and 1095: "The insect ( jj^ ) that changes (^^)i a small eft or chameleon common in

Hukwang, also called j=|[ ^^ or grass-dragon".

1 .Pen-kcfflo kang-muh, Sect, fi^ -gj , nr 1 ($|), Ch. 43. p. 12a: |H

2 Pen-ts^ao kang-muii. quoted in the Wakau sansai :ue, Ch. XLV, p. 682. In Ch. 
43, p. 40 of the Pen-tscao kany-muh the text is a little different: "The fang-she 
changes into a dragon. This divine snake can ride upon the clouds and fly about over 
a thousand miles. If it is heard, (this means) pregnancy. This is borrowed from tha 
Pien-kwa lun (i. e. the Yin- Yang pien-kwa hm, mentioned above, p. 67). Further, 
the Pao Pcoh-ls-S says: 'The feng-she do not copulate'."

3 Pao lfoh-ts-,6, fa ||j, Oh. I (^ ft).

* Hf lly $tfc /3L' w"tten m tne ninth century by TWAN CH CING-SHIH,

, quoted T. S, Ch. 130. Sect. p. 46: iftg

5 -^^ cf. WELLS WILLIAMS, 1.1., p. 912, s. v.: "A large triton, gavial, or water 

lizard, found to the South of China, ten feet long, of whoso hard skin drumheads are 
made; its gruff voice is heard at night and indicates rain". About gavials acting as 
demons, cf. DE GROOT, Rel. Syst. of China, Vol, V, pp. 625 sq.

6 Ch. 43, p. 8a: cf. Wakan sansai rue, Ch. XLV, p. 675.

7 It M ' PanS lins-

1
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sound of a drum, and when they cry at night, this is called 'the 
gavial-drum'. When the countryfolk hear it, they predict rain". 

About the shen ( Jjj. ) , a huge clam, the same work ' says the 
following: "It is a kind of kiao ( [^). Its shape also resembles 
that of a snake, but it is larger. It has a horn like a dragon, 
a red mane, and the scales under its loins are all lying in a 
reversed direction. It eats young swallows. \Yhen exhaling its 
breath assumes the form of towers and castles, which are seen 
when it is about to rain, and are called 'clam-towers' 2, or 
'sea-markets' 3. Of its fat, mixed with wax, caudles are made, 
which one may smell at a distance of about a hundred steps. 
Also in the flames of these candles the shapes of towers and 
steeples are to be seen. LUH TIEN [the author of the l 'f i ya, who 
lived during the reigu of the Emperor Hwui Tsung (1101   112(5)] 
says : 'If a kiao copulates with a tortoise, the}- produce a tortoise, 
and when with a pheasant, a clani (y/teii) is produced' ".

7. Kiao lung

The Shan hai king 4 describes the kiao as follows : "(Out of the 
Tao Kwo mountains) water comes forth in waves and flows to 
the South, where it flows into the sea. In this water there are 
'tiger-^W. Their shapes consist 'of the body of a fislr and the 
tail of a snake. Their voices are like those of mandarin ducks. 
Those who eat them, have no boils, and they (i e. their flesh) 
may be used to cure piles". In three other passages 5 of the 
same ancient work many kino are said to live in special mountain 
rivulets.

According to the Yang yli king, " Classic on the rearing of 
fishes"  , "if there are fully 300 fishes, the kiao lung is made 
their chief, and leading the fishes flies away"'.

\ Ch. 43, p. la. C f. Wakan sansai zue, Ch. XLV, p. 075. 
2 Slim leu, ^jj. kjjj£ , i - e. rail age«. 3 yfif;

4) Sect. , Oh. I, p. Ha: {fj

5 Sect. Ff| [Jj |g, Ch. XV, quoted T. S., Sect. 
, P- 2a.

, Ch. 132,

T- s- u :
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Prom the ancient Taoist treatise designated by the name of 
Wen tsze 1 we learn the following. "As to him who accumulates 
the virtue of the Tao, phoenixes fly in his court-yard, k'i-lin 
roam about in his suburbs, and kiito-luny house in his pond''. 
Further, we read there: "On the highest tops of the mountains 
clouds and rain arise, and in the deepest depths of the water 
kino-lung are born" 2.

Kwan t*:e 3 says: "The kiao-hmg is the god of the water 
animals. If he rides on the water, his soul is in full vigour, but 
when he loses water (if he is deprived of it), his soul declines. 
Therefore I (or they) say: 'If a kiao-hmg gets water, his soul 
can be in. full vigour'". The same philosopher states that "when 
people drain marshes and catch fish, the kiao-hmg do not dwell 
in those pools" 4.

Also Hwai nan tsce s mentions the kiao-lung with the following 
words: "The kiao-hmg lie hidden and sleep in pools, and yet 
their eggs break up (i. e. the young ones come out of them) on 
the hills". The commentator remarks: "The kiao-lany lay their 
eggs ou hills and hide in pools. Their eggs get life spontaneously"  .

KctiH YUEN '', the famous nobleman and poet of Ts'u, who was 
banished by king Hwai towards the end of the fourth century 
B. G. and about 299 B. C. composed his celebrated poem entitled 
Li Sao s , in the ninth section of this poem describes his journey 
to the mysterious KSvan-lun mountains in the West, in a car

5 Sect. ||,Ch.XX,p.3«: ^ ffij ^

7 5J IS , who drowned himself in the Poh-lo liver in Hu-nan province, and whose 
death is commemorated every year on the fifth day of the fifth month (the Festival 
of the Dragon Boats, cf. above, p. 08, note -4, and below, this Chapter, § 10).

8 j& Ig|, "Dissipation of Sorrows"; Chcu tsczi; ^ ̂ , Ch. I. Cf. LEGGE, The 
Li Sao poem and its author. Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, January, July and 
October 1895.
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in the form of a phoenix, drawn by a team of four kc iu 
In the thirteenth section, when proceeding along the Red river, 
he says: "I motioned with my hand to the kiao-luny to bridge 
over the ford". 2 At that time his car was drawn by "flying 
dragons". 3

The Tn tai U ki* instructs us that the kiao-lung is considered 
to be the head of the 360 scaly animals, aud that "if water 
accumulates aud becomes a river, the kiao-luny is born". *

The Poh wuli eld 6 says: "If a man has eaten swallows [comp. 
this chapter, § 3, p. 68], he must not enter the water; (for if 
he does so), he will be swallowed by a kiao-lung".

In the above texts, except in those of the Slum hai king, the 
words kiao and lung are combined to one term. The Slum hai 
kiny, however, speaks of the kiao only, and so do a large number 
of other works, which distinguish the kiao from the luny. Neither 
in the Shan, hai king, nor in the Li ki\ which says: "(In the 
last month of summer) the inspector of fishing is ordered to kill 
the kiao", these water animals are mentioned as divine creatures. 
The commentator of the former work, KWOH Pcou 8, however, 
states the following: "The kiao resembles a snake. It has four 
legs, and is akin to the luny". 9 As we have seen above 1 0 , the 
Shu/i i ki remarks that a water snake (shui-ymri) , when five 
hundred years old, changes into a kiao, and a kiao after a thousand 
years becomes a limy.

3k &L K% fit ^ ̂  o L EGGE. '-'-i PP- 844' 853' stanza 47. 

&£ f | J# %& ^ ̂  % LEGGE' ' ' ' PP- 84G' 863' stanza 89- 

^ li fl$ I I ^ o LEGGE' ibidem ' stanza 86'

¥& it IE < lst cent - B- G -)- Ch - XI". "   si, $ 2(5; ^jj, p

2

3

4

5 Ch. VII, nr 64, % %, p . la: ffi fc j$ )\\ ^ ^ f

6 |S ij^J ;^> a ' it;t ' e work written by GHANG HWA, ^M^P' a ^'n 'ster 

State, who lived in the fourth century (cf. above, p. 71, note 3):

Jf )7 Sect. ^ ^ , Book IV, Ch. IV, nr G: 

COUVRKUR, L i ki, Vol. I, p. 307.
8 §[J J|| (A- D. 276 324), the famous Taoistic author and poet, who edited the 

'Rli ya and the Shan hai king.
9
10 This Chapter, § 6, p. 72.
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The Shih i ki ' (4th century) tells us that the Emperor Ghao 
of the Han dynasty (B. G. 86 74), when angling in the Wei river, 
"caught a white kiao, three chang long, which resembled a big 
snake, but had no scaly armour. The Emperor said: 'This is not 
a lucky omen', and ordered the Ta kwan to make a condiment 
of it. Its flesh was purple, its bones were blue, and its taste was 
very savoury and pleasant".

The ancient Chinese apparently considered the kino — some 
four-legged water animal   to be a common, dangerous creature, 
but afterwards it was believed to be akin to the dragon and 
called a dragon itself. Thus it became the principal god of rivers 
and brooks.

According to the Shuh i ki 2 "old tiger-fishes become kiao", and 
the author of the Yiu-yang t.iah-tm 3 instructs us that " when 
fishes weigh two thousand kin (catty) they become kiao''. Another 
work, however, the Yuh hu ttfiny him *, states that eggs left by 
snakes or pheasants, when having been a thousand years in the 
ground, become kiao.

The P'i y<t r' describes this animal as follows: " The kiao belongs 
to the same kind as the luny. Its shape resembles that of a 
snake and yet it has four legs and a thin neck. Around its neck 
it has a white necklace. The big kiao are several spans thick. 
They are born from eggs. Their eyebrows are united (^g), reason 
why they are called kiao ( lfe;£)".

The Mih kcoh humi ,«'  says: "The kiao'a shape is like that of 
a snake, and its head is like that of a tiger. Its length reaches 
several chang. Many of them live in rivulets and pools and under 
rock caves. Their voices are like the bellowing of a cow. When 
people walk on the shore or in the valleys of brooks, they are

2 ^ HIE <si* '
3 Quoted T. S. Sect.

-y). Ch -  '
. Ch. 132,

5 S.

£$, p. 16: ^ ^

l ifcfe R5&- Ch. l,p. 9a: [b£f| Jg}

0   ij|r f|l J|I i accord '»S to DE GROOT (ReL SVsl- Vo1 - V. P- 8G4 > not9 2) "a 

work in ten chapters by PCENG SHINS, j|>

the T.S., Sect. ^ ffl,, Ch. 132, lfe¥ ^K

[, of the eleventh century", quoted in

4&. P- 16-
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troubled by the kino. When they see a man, they first surround 
him with stinking saliva, and after having made him tumble 
into the water they suck his blood under his armpits. When he 
has no blood left, they stop sucking".

In the Pen-t/ao kang-muk ' Li SHI-CIIEN quotes the following 
passage from the Pce'i yuen kwang cheu ki 1 : " The kiao is over a 
chang long. It resembles a snake but has four feet and its shape 
is broader, resembling the beam of a railing. It has a small head 
and a thin neck. At its neck it has white tassels (a white 
necklace 3). The upper part of its breast is reddish brown, the 
upper part of its back is spotted with blue, the sides of its ribs 
(flanks) are like brocade. Its tail has a fleshy ring. Big kiao are 
several span thick, and their eggs are also larger (than those of 
other kiao). They can lead fishes anfl fly. If people catch turtles, 
the kiao can escape".

As messengers from the River Lord (j^f-f^l), the god of the 
Yellow River, the kiao are mentioned in a story to be found in 
the Poh with chi (3rd century) 4. This god wished to deprive an 
official, who crossed the river with a jade badge of office, of 
this precious object, and sent two kiao to seize the vessel. But 
both were killed by the audacious man, who after having thrice 
crossed the river threw the badge into the water as a present 
to the River Lord, who danced with joy and took it home.

Transformations of kiao into human shapes are the subjects of 
several tales. The Wu ki 5 tells the following: "Under the Emperor 
Ta Ti of the Wu dynasty (A. D. 223 251), in the seventh month 
of the third year of the Chln-wii era (A. D. 240), there was a 
certain Wang Shuh who gathered medicinal herbs on T'ieu Tai 
mountain. At the hottest time of the day he took a rest under 
a bridge, when suddenly he saw a little blue boy, over a foot 
long, in the brook. The boy held a blue rush in his hand and 
rode on a red carp. The fish straightly entered a cloud and 
disappeared little by little. After a good while Shuh climbed 
upon a high mountain top and looked to all four sides. He saw 
wind and clouds arising above the sea, and in a moment a 
thunderstorm broke forth. Suddenly it was about to reach Shuh, 
who terrified hid himself in a hollow tree. When the sky cleared 
up, he again saw the red carp on which the boy rode and the

1 Ch. 43, fjp ;£   , p. 7a.

3 j>R., probably the same as jffi or

5 J^ =jjl, quoted in the T. S., Sect.

m m /H IB-
4 Ch. VII, p. 3a. 

S, Ch. 132, p. 2a.

31

little boy returning and entering the brook. It was a black kiaol" 
In the Sheu shen lieu ki l we read about a kiao, who in the 

shape of a man, about twenty years old, came to a farmer's 
cottage. He rode on a white horse, under a state umbrella, and 
was escorted by four followers, all dressed in yellow robes. "They 
came from the East and arriving at the gate they called: 'Child 
of Yin (the little son of the farmer, thirteen years old, who was 
alone at home), we come to sit down for a little while and rest'. 
Thus they entered the house and sat down on a couch in the 
lower part of the court-yard. One of them grasped the umbrella 
and turned it upside down. Yin's child looked at their clothes 
and saw that they were entirely without a seam. The horse was 
spotted with five colours and looked as if it had a scaly armour 
and no hair. In a moment a rainy vapour came, whereupon the 
man mounted the horse and rode away. Turning and looking 
back be said to the child: 'Tomorrow I must come again'. Yin's 
child looked where they went and saw them treading the air, 
turning westwards and gradually ascending. In a moment cloudy 
vapours assembled from all sides and the daylight was darkened 
by them. The next day a heavy rain came violently down; the 
water gushed over mountains and valleys, hills and ravines were 
overflown. When it was about to overflow the cottage of Yin's 
child he suddenly saw a big kiao, over three chang long, which 
with its windings protectingly covered the cottage".

The revenge of a kiao, transformed into a girl, is told in the 
/ yuen 2. A man who had hit a kiao with an arrow met a crying 
girl with the same arrow in her hand. When he asked her what 
this meant, she said that she came to return to him the burning 
pain it had caused her, after which she gave him the arrow and 
disappeared. Before he reached his house he got a hot fever and 
died on the road.

The passages mentioned above clearly show that the kiao, 
just as the lung, were believed to assume human shapes and to 
cause rain and thunderstorm. This is not astonishing, for we 
have seen that the kiao were called limy themselves.

1 -Hi )li$ ^ liE' written by TS£AO TsCiEN ; [^J v^> in t he flfth centui'y-  h - x»
p. 1. The Shew slien ki, ^ flf} |S, was written by Yu PAO, f̂- ^ , (orKANPAO, 
~p ^ ) in the first decades of the fourth century.

2 -B ^§], written by Liu KING-SHUH, ^|J ^ ̂ , in the first half of the fifth 

century; quoted T. S., 1.1., Ch. 132, ^ j||j, p. 26.

Verh. Kon. Akad. v. Wetenseh. (Afd. Letterk.) N. R. Dl. XIII, N  2. 6
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§ 8. Bearing and taming dragons.

In Chapter II (pp. 50 sqq.) we have referred to the Historical 
Records with regard to the Emperor Kcung Kiah of the Hia 
dynasty, in whose service Liu Lei tamed two dragons, sent down 
by Heaven. This Liu Lei had learned the art from the Dragon- 
rearer family, and he himself obtained the family name of Yil 
lung, " Dragon-ruler".

The Tso chiifen l gives the same legend in the following 
passage: "In autumn (of the 29th year of Chao kung, i. e. Chao, 
duke of Lu, who reigned B. C. 541 509) a dragon appeared in 
the suburbs of Kiang. Wei Hien tszc asked Tscai Mih saying: 'I 
have heard that none of the animals is the dragon's equal in 
knowledge, and that for this reason the dragon cannot be caught 
alive. Can we believe that it is right to ascribe this (his not 
being caught alive) to his knowledge?' Mih replied: 'Men really 
do not know; it is not that the dragon is really knowing. The 
ancients kept dragons; therefore the State had a Dragon-rearer 
family (Hwun-lung ski 2) and a Dragon-ruler family ( Yu-lung shi 3)'. 
Hien tsze said: 'I too have heard about those two families, but 
I do not know their origin; what is it said to be?' The answer 
was: 'In olden times there was Shuh Ngan of Liu, who had a 
distant descendant called Tung Fu, very fond of dragons and able 
to find out their tastes and likings, so as to supply them with 
drink and meat. Many dragons sought refuge with him and he 
reared the dragons according to their nature in order to serve 
the Emperor Shun, who gave him the surname of Tung, and the 
family name of Hwan-lung (Dragon-rearer). He was [also] invested 
with [the principality of] Tsung-chwcen, and the family of 
Tsuug I is of his posterity. Thus in the time of the Emperor 
Shun, and for generations after, dragons were reared. We come 
[then] to Kcung Kiah of the Hia dynasty, who was so obedient 
and acceptable to the Emperor of Heaven, that the latter gave 
him riding dragons, two, a male and a female, from the Hwang-ho, 
and two from the Han river. Kcung Kiah could not feed them, 
and had not yet found [members of the] Hwan lung family. 
Tcao Tcang (Yao)'s family having declined, one of his descendants 
was Liu Lei, who learned the art of rearing dragons from the 
'Dragon-rearer' family. With this he undertook to serve Kcung
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Kiah and could give the dragons drink and food. The Emperor 
praised him and gave him the family name of Dragon-ruler 
(Yii-lung)".

§ 0. Dragons ridden by sien, or drawing the cars 
of gods and holy men.

The "Traditions on the Files of Immortals", Lieh sien clvufen l , 
repeatedly mention sien who rode away on dragons through the 
air. We often read also of flying dragons or ying-lung drawing 
the cars of gods or holy men. As we shall see below (Ch. VII), 
Hwang Ti rode on a dragon, and Yu's carriage was drawn by 
two of these divine animals. In the Li Sao, quoted above 2, 
Kciih Yuen's car was drawn by four k"iu or by flying dragons. 
The Emperor VVu of the Han dynasty (B. C. 140-86) once ascended 
the Yen ling tower and after the second night watch saw Si 
wang mu, the "Royal Mother of the West", arriving in a carriage 
of purple clouds, drawn by nine-coloured, spotted dragons 3. 
These ideas are, of course, closely connected with those about 
dragon-horses, winged "and scaly horses of extraordinary size, 
treated above in Ch. II, § 3, pp. 56 sqq.

§ 10. Dragon-boats.

Dragon-boats are mentioned in the Hwai nan tszS 4 , where 
these ships are called " dragon-boat* (and) yih-Iieads" ( |j§ ^J- |j|| "H"). 
This is explained as follows by the commentator: "Dragon-boats 
are big ships adorned with carved dragon-ornaments ( jfc)', the   
yih is a big bird, the painted shape of which is attached to the 
prows of ships". WELLS WILLIAMS 5 describes the yih as "a kind 
of seabird that flies high, whose figure is gaily painted on the 
sterns of junks, to denote their swift sailing; the descriptions 
are contradictory, but its picture rudely resembles a heron". 
On these boats, which were used by the Emperors for pleasure

1 LEGOE, Chinese Classics, Vol. V, pp. 729 sqq.; Book X, year XXIX, par. 4.

H B

1 ^|J Y||i Yjlji ) written in the first century before our era by the famous philoso 

pher Liu HANG, |̂J [fi] ; quoted T. S., Sect. -$? Jg;, Ch. 131, -£[. ||j, pp. la, 
26. Of. the Shen sien ch'wen, "Traditions on the divine sien", quoted ibidem, p. 3a.

2 This chapter, § 7, p. 77, note 8.
3 Han \Vu-li nei ch'wen (attributed to PAN Ku, but probably written in the 3rd 

century), quoted ibidem, p. Sar^-^r^f^^^^l^^^^J^fl.

4 About 140 B.C.; Ch. VIII ( 2pC jfg).
5 Chin. Engl. Did., p . 1092, s. v. y ih.
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trips, on which occasions music was made on board, the bird 
was painted, not to denote their swift sailing, but to suppress 
the water-gods, if we may believe the commentary to a passage 
of the Wen silen ' . It seems that the ships represented dragons 
with yih-heads, and that the "dragon-ornaments"' were the 
dragon's scales, carved on the sides of the vessels.

The Japanese courtiers of the eleventh century, however, who 
wanted to imitate all the customs prevailing at the Chinese court, 
did not understand the words of the Hwai nan tsze and had two 
kinds of ships made which they called in one term: " Dragon- 
heads (and) Tih-lieads\ ff| flj| ffi| "ff", " Ryoto-gekisu". The combi 
nation of these two words reminds us of the term " shishi-komainu" > 
used at the Japanese Court in the same age to denote the images of 
the lion and the unicorn, not separately but as one name for 
both together -. Therefore I would be inclined to think that the 
term Ryoto-gekisu originally denoted one kind of ships, adorned 
with a dragon-head in front and a yih-head behind, if a passage 
of the Jikkinsko * d id not state that on the occasion of a pleasure 
trip in the Emperor Shirakawa's time (1072 1086), "Koresue 
played the flute on board of the 'dragon-head', but there was 
no flute playing on board of the 'yih-head'". As to MURASAKI 
SHIKIBU'S Diary 4, where we read that the new ships were very 
beautiful, and the HitmattKitsu Chunatjon Monoyatari 5, these works 
of the beginning and the middle of the eleventh century, as well 
as the Eiywa monogatari* (about 1100), which states that the 
Emperor made a pleasure trip with u ri/ota-gekinu"} seem to speak 
of one kind of ships. The KagakusliU 7 , however, which dates

. compiled in the first half of the sixth century of 

; quoted in the Kokushi daijiten, [g9 Jg -Ir UK 

~tjf jftft, Ryu:u (mistake instead of ryoto) gekisu

our era by SIAO T'UNG, IPf

J8L, p. 2338, s. v. H| fl^ 
no fune.

2 Cf. ray treatise on "The Dog and the Cat in Japanese Superstition", Transactions 
of the Asiatic Society of Japan, Vol. XXXVII, Part I. pp. 54 62.

3 -f- j=Jj| ^, written shortly after 1252; Ch. X, K. T. K. Vol. XV, p. 823.

4 Written fiom 1008 to 1010; Gunsho ruiju, nr 321, Vol. XI, p. 591.

daughter (born in] 1008), consort of FUJIWAHA NO TOSHIMITSU (^ jj||, wll  die(1 in 

1058); Ch. I.

6 ^ ̂  )fy ^ , Ch. XX (|^p ^ ), K. T. K. Vol. XV, p. 1344; Ch. VIII, p. 1078.

7 ~TC ^8k ;^, written in 1444 by the Buddhist priest SHAKU NO HATTOTSU,

i
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from 1444, says: "'Dragon-head' and 'Yih-head' are two different 
names of ships", which agrees with the words of the JikkinsJto ' .

These Chinese ships are different from the "dragon-boats" used^\ 
in China on the fifth day of the fifth month at the water festival. _J 
The latter are real boats used in regatta's, or fancy dragon-boats, 
carried through the streets and burned at the sea-shore as sub 
stitutes which take away all evil influences. No doubt DE GROOT'S 2 
explanation of this festival, as being based on sympathetic magic, 
is right. As we shall see below 3, the Chinese used to make clay 
dragons to cause rain. In the same way their dragon-boat-races 
are certainly'intended to represent fighting dragons, in order to 
cause a real dragon fight, which is always accompanied by heavy 
rains. The dragon-boats carried through the streets may also 
serve to cause rain, although they are at the same time considered 
to be substitutes.

As to the enormous dragon, made of linen, bamboo and paper, 
and carried in procession through the streets on the 15th of the 
first month, a red ball being carried in front of him, this was 
formerly explained by DK GROOT 4 as an imitation of the Azure 
Dragon, the head of which (a star) in remotest ages in the 
beginning of spring rose and set at the same time as the sun 
(the fiery ball), as if it persecuted this celestial globe and finally 
succeeded in swallowing it 5. As to his later explanation con 
cerning the thunder, belched out by the dragon, we may refer to 
this Book, Ch. IV (Ornaments), § 4.

§ 11. "Dragon-tail-road" and other words connected with the dragon.

The " Dragon-tail-road", |ff JHjl£> Lung-ioei-tao, was the road 
ascending straight southward to the Sh<; yuan tien, -^ j£ j^, 
a building belonging to the Chinese Emperor's palace. Along this 
road the visitors came to be received in audience (^ (ll)^y 
His Majesty, who always faced the South (f|J jlj). In imitation 
the road before the Taikyokuden, a building belonging to the

1 Cf. the Nambako, Sft ^jj? yf , written by OK&.MOTO YASUTAKA, |

who lived 1798 1878; Ch. II, ~^ , Hyakka setsurin, Vol. ^

2 Fetes annuellcs a Emoui, Vol. I, pp. 372 sqq.
3 This Book, Ch. VI (causing rain).
4 Fetes annuelles, Vol. I, p. 369.
5 Cf. SoriLEGEL, Uranographie Ghinoise, pp. 55 sqq.

    , p. 636.
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Japanese Palace, was also called RyUbido, " Dragon-tail-road" '. 
Other words borrowed from China are the following: Ryuteki, 

B! » "dragon-flute"; ryubin, |j|J|i, "dragon's whiskers 1 ', a 
mat woven from rush a ; according to the Pao P'oh-tsze (Sect. 
^ j^, Gh. IV, nr 17) it is the name of a kind of grass produced 
by the whiskers of the dragon ridden by Hwang Ti. The officials 
who could not ascend the dragon got hold of its whiskers, but by 
their weight pulled them out. Where the whiskers fell down, 
the "Dragon's whiskers herb" shot up (cf. below, Book I, Ch. 
VI, § 1); ryutan, f|)|§, pronounced rindo, " Dragon's liver", a 
species of gentian; three of these flowers, together with five sasa 
( u£, a kind of small bamboo), formed the badge of the Minamoto 
Family (sasa-rindo). 3

§ 1'2. Dragon-gate.

The Sin xJd San Tfin fci* says: "Lun<j men ( f| P|, "Dragon- 
gate") is another name for Ho tsm ( ^J"^, "Ford of the Hwang 
Ho"). Several thousands of big fishes assemble under the Dragon- 
gate without being able to ascend it (i. e. to swim against the 
current). Those which succeed in ascending it become dragons; 
those which fail remain fishes".

A fish changing into a dragon is represented on the altar 
table of the Yuh-Fuh-tien in the Fah-yu temple on Pcu tco shan 
(BOERSCHMANN , Die Baukunst und religiose Kultur der Cltinesen, 
Vol. I, p. 65), and dragons trying to grasp the mysterious fiery 
"pearl", which is hanging in the Dragon-gate, are seen in the 
same temple (1.1., pp. 46, 87, cf. below, Book 1, Gh. IV, § 4).

As we shall see below (Book II, Ch. XI, § 2, G), there are 
in Japan several Dragon-gate waterfalls, and also, in the province 
of Kii, a Dragon-gate mountain. The latter reminds us of the 
Lung-men mountain between the rivers I and Lo, not far from 
the confluence of these rivers. 5

1 Ryuan zuihitsu, ^H £* [£§ ^ , written in 1819 by KURIHARA SHINJU(NOBUMITSU),

2 EyS, Hw," Kokushi daijilen, p . 2338, s. v. ryubin.
3 Ryuan zuihilsu, 1 .1., pp. 485 sq.

4 ?fe ^ ̂ £ ^^ gE' written % a certain SIN, ^V^ S quoted T. S., Sect, -fjr?-

ia.ch.i28, fi^KiES  ,p.i3«: «rm   & m?\. ±&
5 Cf. CIIAVANNES, Shi ki, ^ , Vol. I, p. 18, note 3.
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§ 13. Dragon's dens.

We read in the S/ieu slien lieu ki ': " On mount Kciu in Wu- 
chcang (in Hu-kwaug province) there was a dragon's den Whenever 
the inhabitants saw a divine Jfiu ( ^L) fly out of and into the 
den, the year was dry, but when they prayed to this dragon 
it rained".

Another dragon's den is mentioned in the Cheh-kiany funy-chi, 
"General Memoirs concerning Cheh-kiang", a where we read: 
"On mount Pien in Hu-cheu there is a Yellow Dragon's Cavern. 
At the top there is a spring which dashes forth from the cave, 
called the 'Golden Well spring'; the cave is also called the 
'Golden Well cave'. The cavern is so deep that one cannot see 
its end. At the time of the Liang dynasty a yellow dragon 
appeared in it. For this reason King Yueh of Wu erected a shrine 
in order to sacrifice to the dragon". Another dragon's den, 
mentioned in the Kioali i chi, will be treated below in connection 
with the Indian Naga-kings (Ch. IX).

§ 14. Dragon herds.

According to the Skill cheu ki 3 herds of dragons assemble at 
Fang chang island in the centre of the Eastern sea. The Luh i 
ki* relates about a so-called "Blue smoke temple" situated on 
an island. During several days a cloud of smoke hung above the 
sanctuary. Suddenly one morning the waves leapt up violently, 
a herd of dragons appeared at the surface and entered the Han 
river. The big ones were several chang long, the small ones over 
a chang. Some were yellow, others black, red, white or blue, and

Hi . Jg A# JiHP &ffc!$ ffl A
Z id

2 ^ ̂ £ j|| ̂  (cf. WYLIE, 1.1., p. 45: IGtli century, revised 1084 and 1736), quoted 

T.S., 1.1. Ch. 129, |E Zl, P- 136: $J J "fr Ul 3l ff H! ^   if

jMifo & B* is ffi ja J* ffi .
^ "H i^H nE' w l'*tten 'n t-h6 ^an d} nasty; p. 9a.

4 ĵfa J?. ME ' "Writings on Recorded Wonders", written by Tu KWANG-TCIKG, a 

Taoist priest who lived in tha latter part of the ninth century (cf. DE GROOT, Rel m 
Syst, Vol. V, p. 630, note 2), quoted T. S. 1.1., Cli. 129, ^ ̂ . Zl. P- 1 4«-
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they resembled cows, horses, donkeys or sheep. Forming a row 
of fifty they followed one another into the mouth of the Han 
river; then they returned to the temple. So they went to and 
back several miles, sometimes hidden sometimes visible. This 
lasted for three days and then stopped.

§ 15. Dragon's pearls.

According to Chivany tsze* a "pearl of a thousand pieces of 
gold (tscien Mn)" is certainly to be found in a pool of nine layers 
(i.e. very deep) under the throat of a li-lung or "horse-dragon". 
The Slmh i /h"2 (sixth century) states that so-called dragon-pearls 
are spit out by dragons, like snake-pearls by snakes. In the Lung 
cliing lull 3 we read about a dragon which in the shape of a 
little child was playing with three pearls before the entrance of 
his den. When a man approached he fled into the cavern and, 
reassuming his dragon form, put the pearls' in his left ear. The 
man cut off the ear, in order to take possession of the pearls, 
but they vanished together with the dragon himself.

Another legend 4 tells us about a man who was very fond of 
wine and from a female s ien in the mountains obtained a pearl 
which she said to be kept by the dragons in their mouths in 
order to replace wine.

DE GROOT 5 mentions "Thunder-pearls" (^ J^, Ui-chii), " which 
dragons have dropped from their mouths, and which may thoroughly 
illuminate a whole house during the night". "Perhaps", says 
DE GROOT, "these objects may be the relics of an age of stone".

§ 16. Dragon'a eggs.

Dragon's eggs are beautiful stones picked up in the mountains 
or at the river side, and preserved till they split amidst thunder,

Oh. _t,p.3& : , Aft 3* *ft Jjfr

3 
Ch. II.

^ , written in the T'ang dynasty by Liu TSUNG-YUEN, Mj ^

4 Lang huen ki, JpjJ jjjjf gjf (see above p. 74, note 6), Ch. ffa .
5 Rel. Syst. of China, Vol. V, p. 867.
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rain and darkness and the young dragon ascends to the sky. 
Much water conies out of the stones beforehand, and the dragon 
appears in the form of a very small snake, or water-lizard, which 
grows larger and larger in a few moments. ' An old woman, who 
had found five such eggs in the grass, took the little snakes to 
the river and let them go, whereupon the dragons gave her the 
faculty of foretelling the future. This "Dragon-mother", as the 
people called her, because, when she was washing clothes in the 
river, fishes (the subjects of the dragons) used to dance before 
her, became so famous on account of her true prophecies, that 
even the Emperor wished to consult her. She died, however, on 
her way to the capital, and was buried on the eastern bank of 
the river; but. the dragons made a violent storm arise aud trans 
ferred the grave to the opposite side of the stream. 2

The same story is told in the Nan yueh chi 3 , but there the 
dragons are said to have several times drawn back the ship by 
which the old woman against her will was transported to the 
capital. At last the plan was given up for fear of the dragons. 
According to the Kwah i chi* there is always much wind and 
rain near the Dragon-mother's grave; then people say: "The 
dragons wash the grave".

In the Shan-si funy-chi* we read about a dragon-woman who 
jumped out of a big egg, found at the side of a pool. She gave 
wealth to the house where she lived, but at last she ran away 
and in the form of a snake disappeared into the crack of a rock 
in the mountains.

The author of the Muny kci pih fan ° says that he often saw 
a dragon's egg, preserved in a case in the Kin shan monastery 
in Jun cheu (an old name for Chin-kiang-fu in Kiang-su). It 
resembled a hen's egg, but it was much larger. Its weight was

\ T cai-pciny kvaany ki, Ch. 424; Lcmg huen ki, Ch. K ; Kw&l-sin tsah-shih suh-
teih, 2fe ^ $& fjfl ;4§ 4j|, written by CHEU Mm, jjfj 3SS , who lived in the 
second half of the thirteenth and in the beginning of the fourteenth century; Ch. K , 
p. 23. 2 T'ai-ifiny kwany ki, ibidem.

3 ^ M &> iuoted T- s-' ' ' ' Ch - 128> IE ^ . i'- 5«-
4 T. S., Ch. 130, p. la.
5 ill BS M >&  i"oted T- s" Ch - 131 ' #(  li' p- 17a-
^ 5Jf* ^ ̂ ffi R$t' writ''en about the middle of the eleventh century by CHCEN 

KWOH, -H^ ^g (cf. BRETSGIINEIDER, Dotanicon Sinieutn, Journal of the North-China
branch of the Royal Asiatic Society, 1881, New series, Nr XVI, Part I, pp. 137, 173, 
nr 510). II 

I
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very small, and it gave a hollow sound. This egg had been found 
in the Tcien shing era (1023 1032) in the midst of the Great 
Eiver, and by Imperial order had been presented to the monastery. 
That very year, however, a great flood washed away a large 
number of houses near by, and the people ascribed this to the 
dragon's egg.

According to a work of the sixteenth century ' of our era the 
dragon's eggs are found in times of heavy rains. Further, we 
read there that in 14(i9 a fisherman picked up a big egg, as 
large as a human head, five-coloured, the lower end pointed and 
the upper round. If one shook it, there was a sound as of water 
inside the egg, which was very heavy and luke-warm. The 
people worshipped it, looking upon it as a supernatural thing. 
A diviner declared it to be a dragon's egg.

§ 17. Dragon's bones, skins, teeth, horns, brains, livers, placentae and 
foetus, used as medicines-

Among the nine ingredients of spectre-killing pills, mentioned 
by DE GROOT 2, we find "Dragon's bones", "certain fossil bones, 
to be found in the shops of leading apothecaries". There is, indeed, 
an extensive medical literature on the curative power of these 
bones, which are probably remains of prehistoric animals.

The Pen-ts'ao kang-muli 3 is, as in all medical matters, the best 
source of our knowledge about these bones and the use made of 
them by the Chinese physicians. According to some of the authors, 
referred to by Li SHI-CHEN, the learned author of this medical 
standard work, dragon's bones are cast-off skins of living dragons, 
for these animals are said to cast off not only their skins but 
also their bones; according to others they are the remains of 
dead dragons. Li SHI-CHEN, on comparing all the different views 
and tales, arrives at the conclusion that the dragon, although a 
divine being, certainly dies like other animals, and that the 
Pen Icing 4 , one of his principal sources, is right in declaring the 
dragon's bones to belong to dead dragons.

1 Suh wen hien fwuj kcao, fijj^ ~<fc j|J£ j|| ^, written by WAKG Kei,

who obtained official rank in 1501; Ch. 2'24.
2 Bel. Syst., Vol. VI, p. 1087.

3 Sect. gjjj| H , Ch. 43, p, 1 sqq.

4 ^fe $?  Under this abbreviated title the Shen Nunrj Pen ts'ao king, "Classical 

work on Medicines of (the Emperor) Shen Nung", the oldest medical work, is quoted 
in the Pen-tscao kang-muh. The work itself is lost. Of. BRETSCHNEIDER, Botanicon 
Sinicnm, 1 .1., pp. 27 sqq.
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As to the places where they are found, the Ming i pieh luh ' 
says: "They come from (litt. are produced in) the valleys of Tsin 
land (Shansi province) and from spots where dead dragons are 
lying in caverns on the steep water banks in Tai Shan. They are 
gathered at indefinite times" *. "Nowadays", says the same author, 
"many bones are exported from the centre of Liang, Till and 
Pa (Sz'-chcweu province)". 3

LEI HIAO 4 remarks: "Those from Yen cheu, Tscang cheu and 
Tcai yuen are the best. Among these bones those which are thin 
and have broad veins are of female dragons, those which are 
coarse and have narrow veins belong to male ones. Those which 
have five colours are the best, the white and the yellow ones 
belong to the middle kind, and the black ones are of the most 
inferior quality. As a rule those with veins lengthwise running 
are not pure, and those which have been gathered by women 
are useless."

In Wu PVs 5 opinion the blue and white ones are good, and 
Su KUNG   says: "At the present day all (the bones) come from 
Tsin land. The fresh and hard ones are not good; those bearing 
five colours are good. The blue, yellow, red, white and black 
ones also according to their colours correspond with the viscera, 
as the five chi/i (felicitous plants), the five crystals (shih ying) 
and the five kinds of mineral bole (shih chi)". The meaning of 
the last sentence is the following. The five colours (blue, white, 
red, black and yellow) correspond to the five viscera (liver, lungs,

1 ^ If $') ^' written by TCAO HUNG-KING, [$j ^ jj± (451 -536). Cf. DE 

GROOT, Rel. Syst., Vol. I, p. 274; BRETSCHNEIDER, I.I., p. 42; GILES, Bibliogr. Diet., 
p. 718,, s. v.: "one of the most celebrated adepts in the mysteries of Taoism". Quoted 
in the Pcn-ts^ao kang-muh, 1 .1., p. \ b.

3 Pen-ttfao kang-muh, ibidem: -^f> 2£> \J\ % __ _

4 Hj1 ||£, the author of the Pao chi lim, tyfy ^ |^ ; who lived A. D. 420 477. 

Cf. BRWSCIINEIDER, 1.1., p. 41, nr G: "A treatise in 3 books, explaining the medical 
virtues of 300 drugs and giving directions for the preparation of medicines". Quoted 
in the Pen-ttfao kang-muh, \. 1 .

5 JjV -piS the author of the Wu shi Pen-tsfao, JS. j^f ^fj Jgf , written in the 

first half of the third century. Quoted ibidem. Cf. BRETSCHNEIUER, 1.1., p. 40, nr 5.

6 At ^t^;, who with 23 other scholars in the middle of the seventh century A. D. 

revised and completed the Tcancj Pen-tsfao, Ig" 2K Jfti thence called the T"ang Sin 
Pen-ts'ao, 1^ ̂  2J5C IJJL' "New Pen-tscao of the Tcang". Cf. BRETSOHNEIDEH, 1.1., p. 

44, nr 11. Quoted in the Pen-tscao kang-muh, ibidem.



heart, kidneys and spleen) and to the so-called mansions (gall, 
small and great intestines, bladder and stomach), as we learn 
from the list given by DE GROOT, Kel. Syst. Vol. IV", p. 26. For 
this reason probably the vise of the dragon's bones as medicines 
was different according to their colours, with regard to the colour 
of the organ"to be cured.

The preparation of the bones is described as follows by LEI 
HIAO. "For using dragon's bones first cook odorous plants; bathe 
the bones twice in hot water, pound them to powder and put 
this in bags of gaze. Take a couple of young swallows and, after 
having taken out their intestines and stomach, put the bags in 
the swallows and hang them over a well. After one night take 
the bags out of the swallows, rub the powder and mix it into 
medicines for strengthening the kidneys. The efficacy of such a 
medicine is as it were divine!" J In Li SHI-CHEN'S 2 time, however, 
they were only roasted on the fire till they were red and then 
rubbed to powder, or fresh bones were used. In the same passage 
he refers to an author of the Sung dynasty 3, who says that the 
bones are to be soaked in spirits for one night, then dried on 
the fire and rubbed to powder. Further, according to CHEN KC UEN 4, 
some are a little poisonous, and (in preparing and using them) 
fishes and iron utensils are to be avoided (dragons dislike iron, 
cf. above, this chapter, § 3, pp. 67 sqq.).

As to the illnesses cured by means of dragon's bones, their 
number is large. Dysentery, biliary calculi, fever and convulsions 
of babies, boils in the bowels and internal ulcers, paralysis of 
the legs, illnesses of pregnant women, remittent fever and abscesses 
are all driven away by this powerful medicine. Bleeding of the 
nose or ears is stopped by blowing powder of dragon's bones into

i Pen-U'ao kang-muh, 1 .1., p. 2a:

2 Ibidem:

3 CHCEN YUEN-TSIKG, filft y£ mB , author of the Shi lin kwany ki, J|J ^^ Jj|| 
ft* (cf. DE GROOT, Rel. »jst., Vol. II, p. 713; BHETSCHNEIDEB, 1.1., p. 186, nr 719). 

Quoted in the Pen-tscao kang-muh, ibidem.
4 ^JT |H , author of the Yoh sing pen-t&ao, |8| '^ 2J5C tat i in tne flrst half 

of the seventh century A. D. (cf. BRETSCHNEIDEB, 1 1., p. 44, nr 10). Quoted ibidem, 

p. 26: ^ 0 ^^^ll^ 0
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them, and, when dried on the fire and ground, they are also 
used against navel abscesses of babies. In short, the strong Tang 
power of these bones makes, of course, the Tin demons which 
have comfortably established themselves in the human body take 
to their heels as soon as medicine, prepared from the bones, arrives '.

Apart from the medical works we may mention the following 
passages. The Shuh i ki* (6th century) says: "According to 
tradition a dragon, when a thousand years old, casts off his 
bones in the mountains. Now there are dragon mounds, out of 
which dragon brains are taken". We read in the same work: 
"In Pcii-nmg district (Kwantung province) there is a 'Dragon- 
burial islet'. The elders say: 'The dragons have cast off their 
bones on this islet. There are at the present day still many 
dragon's bones'. Thus on mountains and hills, on hillocks and 
cavernous cliffs, on all places where the dragons raise clouds and 
rain, dragon's bones are found. There are many of them in the 
ground, sometimes deep, sometimes near to the surface; teeth, 
bones, spines and feet, all are there. The big ones are some tens 
of cliantj or fully ten chang long, the small ones only one or 
two cliih or three or four ts\m. The bodies are all complete. 
As they had been gathered, I saw them". 3

At the time of the Tcang dynasty the tribute of the land of 
Ho-tung principality, Ho-chung department, in Ho-tung province, 
partly consisted of dragon's bones. 4

1 T. S., Sect -fj? jj 
p. 2 sq.

2 Ch. II, p. 5ct: ^

fvl rh I4J *£ n<Y< FJ 4* ffi HiJJia
3 H 

=J>

, Ch. 127, || qj|-, p. 9; Pen-tifao kang-muh, 1 .1.,

4
PR

We read the same in tlie Ma° hwa >
written by HWANG HIU-FUII, 

^ta
in the Sung dynasty;

Ch. IX (quoted T. S., 1.1., Gh. 130, ^£ ^ H- P-  ), where it is said by a man, 
who sold dragon's bones, teeth, horns, heads and spines on the market. "Some of 
them", said he, "are five-coloured, others white like floss silk; some have withered or 
rotten in the long course of the years".

4 New Books of the T'ang dynasty, %ft If*, Ch. XXXIX, nr 29, ^fe ,7G  A-
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Li CHAO ! says in his Kiooh shi pu ( "Commentary to the Dynastic 
Histories") 2 : " When the spring water comes and the fishes ascend 
the Dragon-gate (comp. above, this chapter, § 12, p. 86), there are a 
great many of cast-off bones, which are gathered by the people 
to make medicines from them. Some of them are five-coloured. 
The Dragon-gate is Tsin land, which agrees with the statement 
of the Pen kiny (comp. above). Are the dragon's bones perhaps 
the bones of these fishes 1" So SUNG 3, who quotes this passage, 
instructs us that in his time these bones were found in many 
districts of Ho tung province.

Another work of the eleventh century 4 tells us about a man 
who in a dark night saw a branch of a tree which spread a bril 
liant light. He broke it off and used it as a torch. The next 
morning he discovered that the light was due to a cast-off skin 
of a dragon, in size resembling a new shell of a cicada, and 
consisting of head, horns, claws, and tail. Inside it was hollow, 
yet it was solid, and when he knocked against it, it produced a 
sound like precious stones. The brightness of its light blinded 
the eye, and in the dark it was a shining torch. He preserved 
it as a treasure in his house.

The strong light spread by the cast-off dragon's skins is, of 
course, due to the strong Yang power of the dragons.

In 1553, when, the water being very low, a dragon's skeleton 
was discovered on a small island in a river, the people were 
all very anxious to get one of the bones. 5

Also dragon's teeth were considered to be a good medicine. The 
Pen-is" ao kany-muh ° quotes Su CHI-TSCAI 7, who said: "As a rule

' wr'tten *n tne beginning of the ninth century. T. S., 1. 1., Ch. 127, 

p. 86.
3 ?££ $& , author of the Sin i siang fall yao, ^jft -||| ĵ& ji 3^ , an astronomic 

work written at the close of the eleventh century (cf. WYUE, p. 107); quoted ibidem.

4 The Chcun chu ki wen, ffjfc \K ^pQ j^j , ten chapters of miscellanies written by 
Ho WEI, 'ftij' lH* , who lived in the eleventh century (cf. DE GROOT, Rol. Syst., Vol. 

IV, p. 110); Ch. II, p. 11.
5 Shang hem lun t'iao pien, •tij* 3g § m <tf& 4K? , written in 1589 by FANG Yiu-

CHIH, -jj^ ffj; Sect. ^ -^L.
6 L. 1., p. 4a.
7 |jj£ ^ ~̂ f , a famous physician who lived in the second half of the sixth cen 

tury, author of the Lei kuny yoh tui, 'jjjj ^ ||| ̂ j" (cf. BRETSCHNEIDER, 1. 1., p.

40, nr 3): ^ ̂ = A ^ 4" ^ &
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they are good when getting (i. e. being mixed with) jen-ts'an 
(ginseng) and cow-yellow (cow-bezoar), but they fear (i. e. it is 
not good to mix or prepare them with) gypsum and iron utensils". 
The illnesses which are cured by means of dragonJ!s_teeth_are 
enumerated as follows in the Slien Nuwj Pen-ts'ao king ' : " Beings 
that kill the vital spirit; when adults have spasms or epileptic 
fits, convulsions or madness, when they run as madmen and their 
breath is tied under their heart, so that they cannot breathe 
(i. e. when they are asthmatic); further, the five (kinds of) fits 
and the twelve (kinds of) convulsions of babies".

According to CHEN KC (JEN 2 they " quiet the heart and calm 
down the souls (the hwun and the pcoh)". CHEN JEH-HWA 3 declares 
them to cure head-ache, melancholy, hot fever, madness, and 
(possession of) kwei and mei (demons). They also cure liver diseases, 
for "as the liwun which is stored away in the liver can change 
itself, those whose hwun is erring about and is not fixed are 
cured by means of dragon's teeth". * Li SHI-CHEN gives the fol 
lowing explanation: "Because the dragon is the god of the Eastern 
quarter, his bones, horns and teeth all conquer liver diseases" 3.

Dragon's horny are used for curing about the same illnesses as 
those mentioned with regard to the dragon's teeth.  

Dragon's brains were believed to stop dysentery 7, and the liver 
of this divine animal, sometimes of a liviny one, was prescribed 
by some physicians in difficult cases. Sometimes a royal patient 
for this reason even ordered to kill the dragon of a pond, which 
used to hear the people's prayers for rain in times of drought

1 Quoted ibidem: '

2 Quoted ibidem : jj^ jQ , &• z$3 ^^ . About the hwun and the pcoh see DE 
GROOT, Rel. Syst., Vol. IV, Part. I, Gh. I, pp. 4 sqq., p. 23.

3 KSS O jSjj , who lived in the Sung dynasty and wrote the King yen fang, 

^M It' ~̂ J ( BRETSCHNEIDER, 1. 1., p. 161, nr 338). Quoted ibidem : '/pf ^ ̂  ̂ fc

1jj6, who lived in the time of the Sung dynasty and 

J& ~)l (BHETSOHNEIDEH, 1.1., p. 179, nr 588). Quoted 

ft ̂ & ft *& ^ ̂  % ffi £ ]% f g ft .

4 Ho SHUH-WEI 

wrote the Pen stii fang, 

ibidem: JJf ft ̂  fa

6 Pen-tifaa kang-muh, 1 .1., p. 46.
7 TCAO HUNS-KINO, quoted ibidem. The "brain of a dragon a thousand years old" is 

mentioned among a hundred medicines in the Shuh i ki, Ch. II, p. 5a.

I
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and guarded the castle of the prince. That very day a terrible 
thunderstorm broke forth and the dragon flew away; the castle, 
no longer guarded by its tutelary god, soon fell a prey to the 
enemy who stormed and destroyed it like in former days'. 
Another time we read about a dragon which by the mighty 
charm of a Taoist doctor was forced to descend into a jar of 

. water. After having cut out the liver of the living animal he 
gave it a patient, the wife of a prefect, to eat, and she recovered a. 

Placentae and foetus of dragons, found in Pa and Shuh (Sz'-chSven 
province), were said to cure diseases of the blood and those of 
women after delivery. 3

§18. Dragon's blood, fat and saliva.

The Yiu-yang tsa/i ten* sajrs: "When dragon's Mood enters the 
earth it becomes ku-poh, amber.

As to dragon's fat, we learn from the Sliih i ki s that a tower, 
lighted by means of it, spread such a brilliant light that it was 
seen at a distance of a hundred miles. This light was said by 
some people to be a lucky omen and was worshipped by them 
from far. The wick was made of "fire-washed cloth" (asbestos 
cloth which can be cleaned by fire), twined into a rope.

With regard to the dragon's saliva we read the following in 
rthe Pen-tscao kamj-muh 6 : " \VANG Ki 7 says: 'From the saliva spit 

out by dragons perfume is made'. Li SHI-CHEN (the author him 
self) says: 'Dragon's saliva is seldom used as a medicine; it is 
only mixed into perfumes. It is said that it can bind camphor

1 Mih Ifoh hwui s i, Jp=^ igt iff? F£ , written in tha eleventh century by P'ENG 

SUING, "jj£ fj| (cf. DE GROOT, Rcl. Syst., Vol. IV, p. 804, note 2). Quoted T.S., Sect.

-jtr.Ch. 130, |E^H,P- 3&-

"Record of all matters relating to the Court 

|§ ^$?, who probably lived in the first half
^» i 1

2 Chao ye ts'ien tsai, {jffj jgj £jj£ J|l 

and abroad", ascribed to CHANG SHOH,

of the 8th century. T. S., Sect. jjj^J Jj

Vol. VI, p. 1031, note i .
3 Pen-tscao hang-mnh, 1 . 1., p. 5a.
4 /3L (ninth century),

Ch. 306, quoted by DE GROOT, Rel. Syst., 

h. XI (]|f 3$), p. G&: ff I jftt. A ^

5 ffi H f jl (fourth century), Ch. X, Sect, -ft ̂  \\] , p . 3&.

6 L. 1 , p. 5a.
7 *£p &fe , a celebrated physician of the 16th century, author of the Pen-tzfao hui-

plen, ~fc j=|r ^ &|i (cf. BRETSCHU EIDER, J. 1., p. 54, nr 40).
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and musk for several tens of years without evaporating. 
Further, it is said that, when it is burned, a blue smoke floats 
through the air. ........ Last spring the saliva spit out by
a herd of dragons appeared floating (on the sea). The abori 
gines gathered, obtained and sold it, each time for two thousand 
copper coins."

The Yiu hwan ki wen ' instructs us that the most precious of 
all perfumes is dragon's spittle, and that the inhabitants of Ta- 
shih land used to watch the vapours arising for half a year or 
even two or three years from the same spot of the sea. VV hen they 
vanished, this was a token that the dragons which had been 
sleeping there all the time had gone away. Then the people went 
to the spot in order to gather the saliva of those dragons. Accor 
ding to another explanation, found in the same passage, the 
dragons lived in whirlpools in the open sea. The spittle which 
they emitted was hardened by the sun, and these hard pieces 
were blown ashore by the wind. When fresh it was white, gradually 
it became purple, and finally black (amber, generally considered 
to be the excrements of cachalots, i. e. sperm whales, is yellowish).

This perfume reminds us of the "Dragon-fight perfume", 
mentioned in the Tsu fin;/ shi yucn 2 , which is said to be pro 
duced by fighting dragons. One pill of it makes a large cloud of 
perfume arise.

According to the Long hiien ki 3 the Emperor Shun used the 
saliva of a purple dragon as ink in writing the names of holy 
ministers on tablets of jade, those of sages on tablets of gold 
and those of talentful ministers on tablets of quartz-crystal; those 
of ordinary ministers were written with ordinary ink on tablets 
of wood. In order to obtain the saliva he ordered Y"ii Hu to rear 
a purple dragon. The latter daily made the animal drop saliva 
by holding a swallow, which he had cooked (the favourite food 
of the dragons, cf. above, p. 68) before it without immediately 
giving it to eat. This made the dragon's mouth water, and 
a large quantity of saliva dripped down. Then Yu Hu filled 
a vessel with it, whereupon he gave the swallow to the

, in the Sung dynasty;* $& "EL $H M ' W l ' tton by CHANG SHI-NAN, jj||| - 

Ch. VII; quoted T. S., I.]., Ch 130, $f| ^, p. 5a.

^ JlBl JH -^ ^tL' quote(l in t'16 Japanese BudJhist dictionary entitled Buhkyo 
ii'oha jilen, Vol. II, p. 63, s. v. Ryu-lo, J^M |tfp| .

3 J|fl jjjt. ! |1 , written by I SHI-CHEN, ffi |{£ ^, in the Yuen dynasty; T. S. 

1.1., Ch. 131, p. 16.
Verh. Kon. Akad. v. \Veten3ch. (Afd. LeLterk.) N. R. Dl XIII, N . 2. 7
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dragon. In this Avay he daily got one loh (a gill) of saliva, 
which was mixed with hwui shi/i ($j* flf, the ''Herb of the Sien", 
fllj lljlC)- In the time of Yao this herb grew before the audience 
hall. It wore flowers in all four seasons. If one rubbed its fruit 
and mixed it with a purple dragon's saliva, a liquid of a 
genuine red colour was produced, which penetrated into gold 
and jade and thus could be used in writing names on the tablets 
mentioned above.

I
CHAPTER IV.

ORNAMENTS.

§ 1- Symbols of Imperial dignity and fertilizing rain, represented 
on garments, honorary gates, coffins etc.

As we have seen above (Ch. I, § 2, p. 39), the S/tu king states 
that the dragon belonged to the emblematic figures depicted on 
the upper sacrificial garment of the Emperor.

It is not to be wondered at that this divine giver of rain, at 
the same time s}rmbol of a good sovereign and his blissful 
government, should be represented among the Imperial ornaments.

The so-called xha/i ( |2) are described by DE GROOT ' as square 
boards of wood covered with white linen, with handles five feet 
long, which in ancient times were carried behind the funeral 
cars of grandees, and were planted inside the pit when the coffin 
had been lowered into the grave. These shah displayed the rank 
of the grandees by emblematical figures. "The Kieu-lung edition 
of the Three Rituals suggests that the two shah which the Son 
of Heaven had in addition to the six of a feudal prince, were 
painted with a dra<jon, the characteristic symbol of the imperial 
dignity" *.

Four pedestals of the quinquepartite decorative gate at the 
Imperial Ming tombs "display, on every face, an Imperial Dragon, 
soaring in the midst of the usual emblems accompanying this 
divine distributor of fructifying rains, namely clouds and stars" 3. 
"The shaft of each (of the four columns in the prolongation of 
the diagonals of the tablet-house in the avenue leading to the 
Ming Tombs) is sculptured Avith a gigantic dragon, coiling itself 
around it as if climbing the skies" 4.

With regard to honorary gates DE GROOT remarks that the 
tablet placed perpendicularly underneath their highest roof,

1 Rel. Sijst., Vol. I, pp. -185 sqq.
2 P. 187, fig. 20, a picture of a shah adorned with a dragon.
3 DE GROOT, 1.1., Vol. Ill, p. 1193, plate XL.
4 P. 1194.

fl
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displaying the characters fjjp ^ , "By Imperial Decree", or fg ^ , 
'By decree of the Holy One", is supported by a couple of dragons, 
"the symbols of the blessed reign of the Son of Heaven" '.

The azure dragon, symbol of the eastern quarter in ancient 
China, was to be seen on the left side of the coffins of grandees, in 
the Han dynasty, while on the right side a white tiger represented 
the West. We learn this from a passage of the Books of the 
Early Hau dynasty 2, quoted by DE GROOT 3, who also refers to 
the Books of the Later Hau Dynasty 4, which state that the 
imperial coffins " used to be decorated and painted Avith a sun, 
a moon, a bird, a tortoise, a dragon and a tiger". This was also 
the case in Tcang dynasty  *. At the present clay the use of orna 
mental dragons is not limited to the funerals of Emperors or 
grandees, but also common people are allowed to enjoy their 
blessing power. " On the front curtain   (of the catafalque) are a 
couple of dragons rising out of the waves, surrounded by clouds 
and with a sun between them; the back displays a tiger or 
unicorn, the top exhibits dragons, sundry ornamental flowers, 
and figures representing clouds. Thanks to these clouds and to 
the dragons which produce the same in their quality of watergods, 
the greatest blessings which the Universe can bestow, v iz. ferti 
lizing rains causing crops to grow and so giving food, raiment 
and wealth, surround the dead" 7. The grave-clothes for women 
in Amoy, called "dragon-petticoat" 8, "dragon-mantle" 9, and 
"clouds-mantilla" 1 0, are adorned with embroidered dragons amidst 
clouds, bats, pheuixes, stags, tortoises and cranes, emblems of 
fertilizing rains, old age, joy, pecuniary profits and happiness".

The Li ki 12 says that at the great sacrifice to the Duke of 
Chao in the last month of summer " the ruler (of Lu), in his 
drwjoii-fiyured robe and cap with pendants, stood at the eastern

1 Rel. Sijst., Vol. Ill, p. 1201. 2 Ch. 93.
3 Vol. I, pp. 315 sq., cf. Arol. II, p. 699. 4 Ch. 16, p. 2.
5 T.S., Sect. jjj|[ fll, Ch. 50; DE GROOT, 1.1., Vol. I, p. 317.

G According to the L i ki (Ch. 58, p. 39, quoted by DE GROOT. Vol. I, p. 182) in 
ancient limes on the side curtains of the catafalque of a Ruler dragons were depicted. 
Cf. DB GROOT, 1.1., p. 183, Fig. 18.

7 DE GROOT, Vol. I, p. 181.
8 $jfe Wi ' b">uJ-kan - 9 $$• ?J|' M'W-6 -

10 |||l|l)}ci h e-pod.
11 DB GROOT, Vol I, p. 53, Fig. Ill, IV and V.

12 COUVREUR, L i ki, Vol. I, p. 732, Chap. XII, Mine/ T'any wet, IJJj ^ ̂ , 

§11: jg'^C^jJL-f1 !^. LEGGE, Sacred Books, Vol. XXVIII, p. 33.
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steps". A little further 1 we read: "For ladles they (the rulers 
of Lu) had that of Hia, with the handle ending in a drayons 
head" and "they had the music-stand of Hia, with its face-board 
and posts, on which drayons were carved" 2 ; "they had knee- 
covers of Cheu, with dragons" 3.

§ 2. Nine different kinds of dragons, used as ornaments.

A well-known work of the end of the sixteenth century, the 
Wuh isah tsu, 4, informs us about the nine different young of the 
dragon, whose shapes are used as ornaments according to their 
nature. The p'u-lao A, dragons which like to cry, are represented 
on the tops of bells, serving as handles. The sze-niu G , which like 
music, are used to adorn musical instruments. The clfi-wm \ 
which like swallowing, are placed on both ends of the ridgepoles 
of roofs (to swallow all evil influences). The cltno-fung 9 , lion-like 
beasts which like precipices, are placed on the four corners of 
roofs. The a i-liwa 9, which like to kill, serve as ornaments of 
sword-grips. The hi-pi lf>, which have the shape of the chci-hmy", 
and are fond of literature, are represented on the sides of grave- 
monuments. The pci-lian l 2, which like litigation, are placed over 
prison gates (in order to keep guard). The swan-i ' 3, which like 
to sit down, are represented upon the bases of Buddhist idols 
(under the Budclhas' or Bodhisattvas' feet). The pa-Ma u, finally, 
big tortoises which like to carry heavy objects, are placed under 
grave-monuments. "

1 COUVREUR, 1. 1, p. 730, § 20:
1. 1., p. 35.

2 COUVHEUR, 1.1., p. 739, § 20:

3 COUVREUH, 1.1., p. 740, § 29: j

I |f

LEGGE,

LEGGE> '  '   P- 37 -

]| LEGGE, 1.1., p. 38.

4

5
8

, written about 1592 by SIL. CIIAO-CHI, ||

6 P34-- 7 3^- 
9 puff;. 10 Mfi-

11 tj||i} ^| , represented ill the T. S., Sect. -^ |Jjfj , Ch. 127, and in the Wakan sansai 
:ue, Ch. XLV, p. 074. Cf. DE GHOOT, Rel. Syst., Vol. Ill, p. 1142, Fig. 37, a M i (or I t) 
3JJ2 , carved in the border crowning a sepulchral tablet of stone. It is mentioned al 

ready in the third century before our era (in the Lfi-shi ch'un-ts'iu), and described 
'n the Shwoh wen as a yellow animal, resembling a dragon, or as a hornless dragon.12 ^f. 13 ^$. 14 H-F.

15 The same facts are to be found in the Wakan sansai zuc, Ch. XLV, p. 674, 

and are further explained in the dictionary entitled Chincj tsze lcung ( j£ ^fe jjS
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Further, the same author enumerates nine other kinds of 
dragons   there are so many, saj-s he, because the dragon's nature 
is very lewd, so that he copulates with all animals '  , which 
are represented as ornaments of different objects or buildings 
according to their liking prisons, water, the rank smell of newly 
caught fish or newly killed meat, wind and rain, ornaments, 
smoke, shutting the mouth (used for adorning key-holes), standing 
on steep places (placed on roofs), and fire.

§ 3. Ornaments used by Wu-ist priests and mediums.

DE GROOT'S description of the religious dress of the Wu-ist 
priests (the sat Jcong 2 of Amoy) contains the following passage. 
" On the left and .right (of the pile of mountains, representing 
the continent of the world, embroidered on the back of the 
principal vestment of the sai kong), a large dragon rises high 
above the billows, in an attitude denoting a soaring motion 
towards the continent; these animals symbolize the fertilizing 
rains, and are therefore surrounded by gold-thread figures which 
represent clouds, and some which resemble spirals and denote 
rol/inij thunder ....... There is also a broad border of blue silk
around the neck, stitched with two axcendimj dntyons vJiich are 
belching out a Lull, probably representing thunder''13.

A similar, secondary vestment of a sai kong is adorned with 
"an oblong piece of blue silk, embroidered with two dragons 
which belch out a ball, as also with a continent and waves over 
which they soar' 1 *.

"It is then obvious, that the sacerdotal dress of the sai kony 
is a magical dress. The priest, who wears it, is invested by it with 
the power of the Order of the World itself, and thus enabled 
to restore that Order whenever, by means of sacrifices and magi 
cal ceremonies, he is averting unseasonable and calamitous events, 
such as drought, untimely and superabundant rainfall, or eclipses. 
Besides, since the Tao is the mightiest power against the demon

"^ ^H| ~fc 4§£, p. GO; written in tlieTSingctynasty by YAO WEN-TING, Jfj^ ~̂ f Jx). 
In m.iny respects the Japanese Ijave followed these Chinese i ules of ornamentation.

I According to the same work (Gli. IX). a cross-breed of a dragon ad a cow is a lin 
(jljnjl, a female unicorn); that of a dragon ad a pig is an elephant; and if a dragon 
copulates with a horse, a diagon-horse (cf. above, pp. 5C sqq.) is born.

2 ^ffi 4^   3 Rel K'Jsl- VI' P- 1 265 > P late XVUI-
4 L .I., p. 1266.

world, the vestment endows the wearer with irresistable exor 
cising power" '.

On the so-called "embroidered belly", 2 a piece of red cloth 
or silk, suspended on the stomach of the ki tone/ 3, the " divining 
youths" used as mediums, possessed by gods, "two dragons are 
stitched with gold thread; for dragons are emblems of imperial 
dignity, and consequently also those of the Emperor of Heaven, 
in whose employ the indwelling spirit of the ki tony is, as well 
as all other shcn" *.

"The Jci ( rljL, an instrument for spirit-writing) of a fashionable 
club is as a rule clad in red silk or broadcloth, on which dragons 
are stitched with gold thread; for it is clear that, having to 
harbour so often the spirit of a god, the instrument deserves, 
just as well as his image, to wear the dress of divinity, which 
is a mantle embroidered with the said imperial animals. Of such 
a ki o f higher order, the end below the vertex is also nicely 
carved and gilded, representing the head and scaly neck of a 
dragon o r snake'' 5.

"If the litter (of a ki tony deity, whose image is carried about 
in it) is fitted out completely, there are inserted behind the back 
five thin staffs, to each of which a triangular flag is fastened, 
embroidered with the emblem of imperal dignity, viz. an ascending 
dragon which vomits a ball" °. ,

§ 4. The dragons and the ball.

As to the ball, "belched out by the two dragons", this reminds 
us at once of the Dragon festival on the 15th day of the first 
month; the ball carried in front of the dragon on that day might 
be also explained in the same way, i. e. as thunder belched out 
by the dragon, and not as the sun, pursued by him. This fact 
was orally pointed out to me by Prof. DE GROOT himself 7 . The 
ball between the two dragons is often delineated as a spiral, and 
in an ancient charm represented in KOH HUNG'S Pao l^oh-tsze 
(17th section) "a spiral denotes the rolling of thunder from 
\\jhich issues a flash of lightning" 9 . "In the sign expressing 
lightning, the projecting stroke signifies the flash; therefore its 
effect as a charm is indefinitely increased by lengthening that

1 L.I., p. 1206.

4 BE GROOT, 1.1., Vol. VI, p. 1275.
5 L.I., p. 1297. 0 L.I., p. 1316. 
7 See above, this Book, Ch. IV, § 10. 8 Rel. Syst., VI, p. 1036, Fig. 3.



stroke so that it looks like a spiral which at the same time 
represents the rolling of thunder". '

This theory agrees with HIRTH'S explanation of the "Triquetrum" 
in connection with the dragon in Chinese and Japanese orna 
ments a . Km  identifies the "Triquetrnm", i.e. the well-known 
three-comma-shaped figure, the Japanese m itm-tomoe, with the 
ancient spiral, representing thunder, and gives a Japanese picture 
of the thundergod with his drums, all emitting flames and adorned 
with the m itsu-timoe. But this ornament is not at all limited to 
the drums of the thundergod 3 ; it is, on the contrary, very 
frequently seen even on the drums beaten by children at the Nichiren 
festival in October. At many Japanese temple festivals which have 
no connection whatever with the thundergod or the dragon, the 
same ornament is seen on lanterns and flags. HIRTH explains its 
frequent appearance on tiles as a means of warding off lightning, 
based on the rule "similia similibus". This is contrary to the use of 
"sympathetic magic", very common in the Far East 4, according 
to which the symbol of thunder would not avert thunder but 
attract ifc, thus destroying and driving away evil influences. 
Apparently both ideas are found side by side, for images of 
dragons were used to attract them, thus causing rain and thunder, 
but at the same time the thundergod of Mount Atago (with 
whom Shoguu Jizo was identified as Atago Gongen) was wor 
shipped as the principal protector against fire. But the symbol 
of thunder on the tiles may also serve to drive away all evil 
influences from the buildings, like the dragons represented on 
both ends of the ridgepoles, mentioned above (p. 101).

HIRTH gives a picture from a Japanese work on ornaments, 
entitled Uairyu kira gn urn, but the ancient Chinese "Triquetrums", 
nrs 23, 25, 26, 27, are different from the Japanese forms, as the 
former have a circle in the centre and five or eight comma's, 
all placed separately, and turned towards the centre (except in 
nr 23, where they issue from the centre), while the latter consist 
of two or three black comma's interlaced with white and often 
united in the centre. Yet the turning motion is evident in all,

1 L. i., p. -1040.
2 Chinesische Sludien, Vol. I, pp. 231 sqq. (Verlmndlungen der Bed. Anlhr. Ges., 

Sitzung vom 22 Juni -1889), "Ueber den M:iander und das Triquetrum in der chinesischen 
und japanischen Ornamentik".

3 It is not represented on his drums in the picture of the Wakan samai zuo, Ch. 
Ill, p. 41.

4 Cf. below, Book I, Ch. V, § 3, and Book II, Ch. Ill, § 10.
5 ASTON, Shinto, pp. 335, 200.
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and the more I reflect upon it, the more I feel inclined to accept 
BIRTH'S explanation of the m itsu-tomoe and futatsu-tomoe (two 
comma's) as the rolling thunder. Its frequent appearance on 
lanterns, flags, tiles, and, in olden times, on the tomo or 
leather, shield worn around the wrist by archers, and its frequent 
use as a badge of arms may be explained by its magic power, 
averting evil and, in some cases, bringing fertilizing rains. I 
formerly believed it to be the Yang and Yin symbol, the third 
comma being the T 'ai Kih (-fcJfjfe, the primordium, from which 
Yang and Yin emanate). This primordium, which in China is repre 
sented by the whole figure, should by mistake have been represented 
by the Japanese by means of a third comma '. Yang and Yin, Light 
and Darkness, however, are represented by one white and one black 
figure, somewhat resembling comma's and forming together a circle. 
It would be very strange if the ancient Japanese, who closely 
imitated the Chinese models, had altered this symbol in such a 
way that its fundamental meaning got lost; for replacing the 
two white and black comma's with two or three black ones 
would have had this effect. Moreover, in Japanese divination, based 
on the Chinese diagrams, the original Chinese symbol of Yang 
and Yin is always used and placed in the midst of the eight 
diagrams. Thus the futatsu-tomoe and m itsu-tomoe are apparently 
quite different from this symbol, and HIRTH rightly identifies 
them with the ancient Chinese spiral, representing thunder. 
Moreover, I found the same explanation of the tomoe in the 
Japanese work Khiojiri 2, which gives a picture of two kinds of 
spirals, ancient symbols of thunder and clouds. Finally, on Japanese 
prints the dragon ist often accompanied by a huge spii-al, repre 
senting the thunderstorm caused by him.

Is the ball, so often seen in connection with the dragon, and 
often represented as a spiral emitting flames or as a ball upon 
which something like a spiral is delineated, identical with the 
spiral, denoting thunder? HIRTII and DE GROOT suppose so. The 
latter, considering the dragon's nature of a thundergod, arrived at 
the conclusion that the dragon must belch out the ball instead of 
swallowing it, for why should he, who causes thunder, persecute 
it and try to swallow it 1? HIRTII 3 speaks about a dragon which 
with his claw is putting the thunder into rotation. This is,

1 Cf. FI.ORENZ, Jap. Mythologie, p. 78, note 7.
2 f5|| jj^ , written by AMANO NOBUKAGE, ^ j^? -Ipj 

new edition (1907), Ch. XXXI, p. 497.
3 L. 1. p. 233.

-, who lived 1 GOO 1733:
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however, not the ordinary way of representing the dragon with 
the ball or spiral. Tiro dragons flying with open months towards 
a ball or spiral between them   this is the most frequent and 
apparently the most ancient representation. The artists, especially 
those of later times, often varied this subject, so that we some 
times see more than two dragons rushing upon one ball, or one 
dragon trying to swallow it or having caught it with his claw; 
sometimes there are even two balls and only one dragon. 
But nowhere they make the impression of belching out the ball; 
their whole attitude, on the contrary, indicates their eagerness 
in trying to catch and swallow it. Moreover, how can two d ragons 
belch out one ball? And the dragon of the festival constantly 
follows the ball with his mouth, apparently in order to swallow 
it. Yet I was inclined to accept DE GROOT'S theory, although it 
was very difficult to make it agree with the eager attitude of 
the dragons, when Mr KRAMP had the kindness of pointing out 
to me his own opinion on this subject. After having drawn niy 
attention to HIRTH'S paper, mentioned above, he showed me a 
little Chinese picture, represented in SLICKER'S Cltats on Oriental 
Cldiin (London', 1908), on p. 54, where we see two dragons, 
rushing upon a fiery, spiral-shaped ball, under which the following 
characters are to be read: pfq ^ ̂  ft, "A. couple of dragons 
facing the moon". The moon! These were the first written 
characters I ever saw with regard to this interesting subject, 
for the sea of texts concerning the dragon, ancient and modern, 
did not give a single word. Leaving aside the character s|fj, 
which is apparently not well chosen to denote the aggressive 
attitude of the dragons, we have only to consider the character ft . 

W7 ould it be absurd to represent dragons trying to swallow 
the moon? Not in the least, for the dragons are, as we have 
seen above, the clouds, and the ancient Chinese may easily have 
fancied that these dragons, quickly approaching and covering the 
moon, actually devoured it. When they did so, the fertilizing 
rain soon trickled down upon the thirsty earth, a great blessing 
to mankind. For this reason they might be represented so often 
trying to swallow the moon, namely as a symbol of fertilizing 
rains. Owing to the close connection between the moon and the 
water, the moon, having been swallowed by the dragon, might 
have been believed to strengthen the rain-giving power of the 
latter. The dragon of the festival, persecuting the moon, might 
be carried along the streets in order to cause rain by sympa 

thetic magic.
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The Chinese themselves, however, mostly call the ball a " pre 
cious jiearl". We find it explained in this way in BOERSCHMANN'S 
highly interesting work on l >c u fo shan ' , where a gilt ball of 
glass is said to hang from the centre of the roof of the Great 
Hall of the Bnddhist temple Fa(h)-yti-sze (^pf0^ } "Temple 
of the Rain of the Law"), while eight dragons, carved around 
the surrounding "hanging pillars", eagerly stretch their claws 
towards the "pearl of perfection" 2. This term sounds Buddhistic 
and is appropriate to the Bnddhist surroundings, as well as the 
number eight of the dragons, which is, indeed, fixed by the 
form of the roof, but is also found on the staircase of the Yii(hj- 
fo(h)-tien (p. 57). Dragons trying to seize a fiery "pearl" which 
is hanging in a gate (the Dragon-gate, cf. above, p. 86) are 
represented twice in the same temple (pp. 46, 87). Leaving 
aside BOERSCHMANN'S fantastic ideas about the "dragons playing 
with the pearl" (p. 43), we may be sure that the Chinese 
Buddhists, identifying the dragon with the Naga, also identified 
the ball with their cintamaiii or precious pearl which grants all 
desires. The question rises: "Was the ball originally also a pearl, 
not of Buddhism but of Taoism ?''

Mr KRAMP pointed out to me, that the character Jjj, combined 
from jewel and moon, though not' found in the dictionaries of 
WELLS WILLIAMS, GILES or COUVREUR, is given in the Kcang-hi 
dictionary. I found it also in the Japanese lexicon entitled 
Kitntua daijiten (p. 852), explained as a "divine pearl" (jjj[Jj 1^), and 
with the Japanese-Chinese pronunciations get*u, tjwncld. This is 
evidently based upon the Kcang-hi dictionary, where we read s. v.: 
H&, M ^/. TEI" M . fl$ ^ ifii   The same pronunciation and meaning 
are given in the lexicon entitled T̂ e-irei. This sacred yueh pearl 
probably dues its holiness to its connection with the moon, for 
the second part of the character J^j may not only form the 
phonetic element, but it may indicate that this is "the pearl of 
the moon", as there is also a "pearl of the bright moon'' 
(5JJ M £.£%> COUVREUK'S Dictionary s. v. ft ) . It is possible that 
in the little sentence mentioned above: \$ Ij; i|fj ft, the last 
character has taken the place of the fuller form Jjj, in which 
case the two dragons would be said to -'face the moon-pearl".

1 ERNST BOERSCHMANN, Die Bnukunst und relir/idse Kultur der Citinesen. Band I: 
P'u Fo shan.

2 Dragons and pearl: pp. 18, 35, 57, 59, 77, 124. One dragon with the pearl in 
his claw, other dragons flying from both sides to the spot, p. 35.
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Difficult points in the moon theory are the red colour of the 
ball and its s^'raZ-shaped form. If it is a pearl, however, repre 
senting the moon or at least closely connected with it, the red 
colour may mean the lustre of this brilliant, fiery gem, which 
in the temple on Pcu tco shau, mentioned above, is represented 
by a glass ball covered with gold. The red ball, carried by the 
Dragon girl in the Hall of the Law of the same temple (BOERSCH- 
MANN, 1.1., p. 122, nr 7) is evidently also a pearl. The spiral is 
much used in delineating the sacred pearls of Buddhism, so that 
it might have served also to design those of Taoism; although 
I must acknowledge that the spiral of the Buddhist pearl goes 
upwards, while the spiral of the dragon is flat.

We know the close connection of dragons and pearls in both 
religions. This connection is quite logical, for the masters of the 
sea are, of course, the possessors and guardians of its treasures. 
When the clouds approached and covered the moon, the ancient 
Chinese may have thought that the dragons had seized and 
swallowed this pearl, more brilliant than all their pearls of the sea.

These are, however, all mere suppositions. The only facts we 
know are: the eager attitude of the dragons, ready to grasp and 
swallow the ball; the ideas of the Chinese themselves as to the 
bull being the moon or a pearl; the existence of a kind of sacred 
"moon-pearl"; the red colour of the ball, its emitting flames and 
its spiral-like form. As the three last facts are in favour of the 
thunder theory, I should be inclined to prefer the latter. Yet I am 
convinced that the dragons do not belch out the thunder. If their 
trying to grasp or swallow the thunder could be explained, I 
should immediately accept the theory concerning the thunder- 
spiral, especially on account of the flumes it emits. But I do not 
see the reason why the god of thunder should persecute thunder 
itself. Therefore, after having given the above facts that the 
reader may take them into consideration, I feel obliged to say: 
"non liquet".

CHAPTER V.

CAUSING RAIN, THUNDER A ND STORM. 

§ 1. The gods of thunder, clouds and rain.

The__Cliissics _have__taiight us_that the dragon is thunder, and
at the same time__that_he_ig_ a. water animal^ akin to the snake,
sleeping in pools during winter and arising in spring. When
{vutuiun come's~wlth~its~dry weather, the dragon "descends and
dives into the water to remain there till spring arrives again.
When in the first month of the year now and then thunderclaps
were heard and a little rain came down, the ancients were
convinced that this was the work of the dragons, who in the
form of dark clouds appeared in the sky. If our interpretation
of the words of the Yih king is right, the "advantage" given
by them when they were seen soaring over the rice fields, and
the "blessing power then spread by them everywhere", was
nothing but the fertilizing rain they poured down upon the earth.
In later texts, at any rate, we have seen them clearly qualified
as the gods of clouds and rain, whose breath turned into clouds ]
and whose power manifested itself in heavy rains. KOH HoN'G 2,
e. g., in the Pao Pco!i t*ze states the following: " If on a yin day
there is in the mountains a being who calls himself a "forester",
it is a tiger,..... and if on a clfen day a being calls himself
"Rain-master"1 , it is a dragon..... If one only knows these their
animal names, they cannot do him any harm". The tiger, indeed,
is the god of the mountains and woods, as the dragon is the
divinity of water and rain.

1 Cf. the 'nh ya yih, quoting WANS Fu, above, Book I, Ch. Ill, § 2, p. 66; 

HAN Yu, ^ 13JT, (A.D. 708-824), quoted T. S., Sect.  $£ ^ , Ch. 127, p. 86, says

the same: f| |j| ^ jfc jj;.

2 Ch. IV, Sect. -^ ^, quoted by DE GROOT, Rel. Sysl., Vol. V, p. 601: [Jj

fc.----J^ 0 ^fliftfj^ti!
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According to the Kwoh yu, ' , Confucius stated that * apparitions 
('g, "strange beings") in the water are called luny ( fj|) and 
ivang-siany ( j^j ^), while apparitions between trees and rocks 

are called klurei (vjg) and wany-liany ( £[£] ijifj)". As to these khwei, 
we learn from DE GROOT 2, who quotes! the Shiroh iwn :) and the 
Shun h(d king 4, that this is a cla-ss of one-legged beasts or dragons 
with human countenances, which were fancied in ancient China 
to be amphibious and to cause wind and rain. The Slum hut liny, 
as quoted by DE GKOOT, describes them as follows: "In the 
Eastern seas is a Land of rolling Waves, extending seaward over 
seven thousand miles. There certain animals live, shaped as 
cows with b lue bodies, but hornless and one-legged. Whenever 
they leave or enter the waters, Avinds are sure to blow, and 
rains to fall. Their glare is that of the sun and the moon, their 
voice is that of thunder. They are named khirei. Hwang the 
emperor caught some and made drums of their hides, which, 
when beaten wich bones of the 'thuuderbeast', resounded over 
a distance of five hundred miles, and thus struck the world 
under heaven with awe". "In this description", says DE GROOT, 
"we immediately recognize the lung or Dragon, China's god of 
Water and Rain".

Further, DK GROOT 5 quotes the T*-e jmh yil °, which states the 
following: " There are three species of drought-causing pah ( Jji. $£ ). 
Some are like quadrupeds; an other kind are transformations of 
kiang shi ( fJ| /*, corpse-spectres), and both these species are 
able to produce drought and stop wind and rain. But the princi 
pal, superior drought-demons, called koh (or koh-t*:e, ^ , ^-^)i 
cause still more damage; they resemble men but are taller, and 
have one eye on the top of the head. They devour dr<tgo»s, and 
all the Rain-matters ( j^jfjfjj) fear them much, for when they
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1 [^| g§-, ascribed to Tso K CIU-MING, ~fif JJR OH , the alleged author of tha Tso 
chw'en. Ch. V, ^ ̂ -, quoted by DE GROOT, .ReZ. Syst., Vol. V, p. 495: j£ j|j]

2 * « z n H ^ *H *s,#;£iiH8traiL
2 L. I., pp. 490 sq.
3 g^ "^, a dictionary composed in the first century of our era by Hu SHEN,

HFtA;Ch.v,2.
4 Ch. XIV, -fc%JH^}>. 0 6.

5 Rel. Syst., Vol. V, p. 761.

6 -3p- f̂\ =jj^, written in the second half of the 18th century by Sut YUEN,

PW IM : S uPPlement, Ch. HI. ^

(the /»/*) see clouds arise, they raise their heads and disperse 
them (the clouds) in all directions by blowing, the sun thus 
increasing in intensity. No man can conquer them. Some say, 
that when it is Heaven's will that there shall be a drought, the 
vapours of the becks ([Jj J|| ^ ̂ ) condense and become these 
demons. When the latter suddenly vanish, it will rain".

The term "Rain-master" (yii-slii, j^j gjjj) for dragon is also 
mentioned by Wu SHDH '. The Japanese applied it especially to 
one of their dragon-shaped river gods, most famous for his rain 
bestowing power 2.

Ascending dragons cause rain, but if they descend from the 
sky this is not always the case. According to the "Various divi 
nations of farmers" a, when b lack dragons descend this means 
drought or at least not much rain, hence a proverb says: ,,Many 
dragons much drought". The descending of white dragons, however, 
was explained to be a sure sign of coming rain.

§ 2. Violent rains accompanied by heavy winds 
and thunderstorms.

In a passage from the History of the Sung dynasty, mentioned 
above * with regard to the dragon omens, the appearance of a 
black dragon above the capital was said to be an omen of big 
floods which in the next year destroyed the fields and houses in 
24 prefectures. We also read there that a dragon, which in the 
fourth mouth of the sixth year of the Kcai Pao era (973) rose 
from a well, caused violent rains to destroy a large number of 
houses and trees and sweep away the inhabitants. And in the 
sixth month of the next year, when the tower of a castle gate 
was struck by lightning, this accident is described as follows: 
'In Ti cheu there fell a fire from the air upon the tower of 
the Northern gate of the castle. There was a creature which 
embraced the eastern pillar. It had the shape of a dragon and

(A. D. 947   1002), a famous scholar, placed upon the commissions which 

produced the T '-ai-jfing yu lan and the M 'en yuen yiny hwa, and author of the Shi 
Ui /», ||J. £-Jj ^ (GILES, U iogr. Did., n r 2345); Lwig-fu, -j||? ^ , T. S., same 
section, Ch. 127, p. Ha.

2 See below, Book II, Ch. HI.

3 Efl ^ $fi A ' T"ien k ia tsah chen ~ T - S'' same section > C)l - 1 30 > P- Qb-

4 Ch. , see above, p. 54.
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a golden colourj its legs were about three chcih long, and its 
breath smelled very bad. In the morning, when people looked 
for it, there were on the upper part of the wall thirty six smoky 
stains, the traces of claws".

Such traces were also seen, much to the astonishment of the 
people, after a heavy storm accompanied by thunder, which lifted 
up the tablet of a gate and threw it down at some distance, 
destroying one of the characters of the inscription. '

Another time a white dragon brought heavy wind and rain. 
The sky was black and it was pitchdark. More than five hundred 
houses were destroyed; big trees were uprooted and lifted up 
into the air, from where they fell down quite broken. 2

According to the Yiu-yany t.mh hit 3, wind, rain and thunder 
were caused by a dragon, which in the shape of a white reptile 
had wound itself around one of the legs of a horse, when this 
was bathed in a river. The creature had coiled itself so tightly, 
that the horse lost much blood when the monster was loosened. 
The general who possessed the horse took the reptile and pre 
served it in a box. One day some guests advised him to examine 
its nature by means of water. It was laid in a hollow, dug in 
the earth, and some water was sprinkled over it. After a little 
while the animal began to wriggle and seemed to grow. In the 
hollow a well bubbled up, and all of a sudden a black vapour 
like incense smoke rose and went straight out of the eaves. The 
crowd beyond was afraid and ran home, convinced that it was 
a dragon. But before they were some miles away suddenly the 
wind arose, the rain come down, and several heavy thunderclaps 
Avere heard.

Especially the whirlwinds, called in Japan " tatau-maki" or 
"dragon-rolls" 4, which form waterspouts and carry heavy objects 
into the air, were looked upon as dragons winding their way to 
the sky amidst thunder and rain. Holes in the ground, due to 
volcanic eruptions and emitting smoke, were thought to be the

1 Lao hloh nrjan pih hi, ~fc J& JjS gjj g^, according to DE GHOOT (Rel. Sijst., 
Vol. IV, p. 220, note 1) "a collection of notices on miscellaneous subjects, in ten chap 
ters, by LUH Yiu, [^ $ff, also named WU-KWAN, ^^ ^B, a high officer who lived 

from 1125 1209". T. S., same section, Ch. 130, p. 7t>.
2 Choh keng luh, ||3  lt ^&, by TCAO TbUNG-i, fi^j ^ -^, alias KIU-CHCING, 

^ jffa, rul)l islled in ^366 (cf. DE GHOOT, 1.1., Vol. IV, p. 346). T.S., same section, 
Ch. 130, p. 10a.

3 Yiu-yang tsah tsu, C h. XV (gS .ffl. =R "TC )i P- 2a.

4 See below, Book II, Ch. IX.
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spots from where dragons which had been lying in the earth 
had dashed forth and flown to heaven. '

Two boys, born from the marriage of a man with a dragon 
who first assumed the shape of a snake and then of a woman, 
suddenly caused a heavy thunderstorm to arise, changed into 
dragons and flew away. a

When in the year 1156 a thunderstorm raged and darkness 
prevailed, suddenly a cry was heard over an extent of several 
miles, which repeated itself for more than a mouth. The people 
ascribed it to the dragon of a neighbouring pond. 3

Another time a little snake, which crept out of a small crack 
of the unplastered wall of a house, became bigger and bigger, 
changed into a dragon and flew away amidst storm and rain. 4

How a Mao brought heavy rains and inundations was seen 
above 5 , as well as the fact that tempests often were ascribed 
to dragons fighting in the air. fi

§ 3. Bain magic and prayers.

The dragonjjeing the god of rain, from_rempte ages his images \ J— 
were used in times of drought in order to cause~him~£o ascend 
by" _symgathetic~ rtiagierTlie~«b'/t^n lial Miuj"1 says: "TnTlie north 
eastern corner of the "Great Desert (Ta hwang) there is a moun 
tain called Hiuug-li earth mound; a yintj lung (according to the 
commentator a winged dragon s) inhabited its southern extremity.

1 C f the / kien chi, ^ Efe Jj£, written in the twelfth century by HONG MAI, 

$ifc j||; T. S., same section, Ch. 130, p. 96; Lung chcing luh, |j|| Jjjg ^ (WTLIE, 
p. 197: "A record of incidents during the earlier part of the Tcang, professing to be 
written by Liu TSUNG-VUKN, MH ?=£ -j£, of that dynasty. It is generally understood, 

however, that it is a spurious production of WANG Cum, -§-  ^Ji, of the 12th cen 
tury"); Ch. II.

2 Hoh I'm yuh In, '̂ & tt ^ ̂ |f, written by Lo TA-KING, Ef| -fc J^, alias 

KING-LUN, J|r *mj, who probably lived in the 12th century (cf. DE GROOT, Rel. Syst., 
Vol. IV, p. 251, note 1). T. S., same section, Ch. 131, p. 16rt.

3 Kiatig-si t'unrj-chi, quoted T. S., same section, Ch. 130, p. 66.
4 Pel stick luh, ^ jg ̂ , quoted T. S., same section, Ch. 130, p. 12a.

5 Book I, Ch. Ill, § 7, p. 81.
6 Book I, Ch. II, § 2, A, p. 48.

7 Sect-  Ch - XIV' p- 66: * 111,

8 Cf. above, this Book, Ch. IV, § 6, p. 72 sqq. 

Verb. KOQ. Akad. v. Wetensch. (Afd. Letterk.) N. R. Dl. XIII, N  2.
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After having killed Chci Yin (the first rebel) and Kw'a, Fu(?), he 
(the dragon) could not ascend again, and for this reason often 
drought prevails on earth. In time of drought an image of a 
yiny IUIKJ is made and then a heavy rain is obtained". The com 
mentator KWOH PCOH ' (A. D. 276 324) adds: "The earthen dragons 
of the present day find their origin in this" '\

AVANd GHC DNG 3 of the Later Han dynasty, who in his work 
entitled Lun Hemj 4 severely criticises the superstitious of his 
time, refers to TONG CHUNG-SHU'S 5 following statement: "At the 
rain sacrifices in spring and autumn earthen dragons are set up 
in order to call down the rain. The idea of this is that by this 
means clouds and dragons are caused to come. The Yih king 
says: 'Clouds follow the dragon, wind follows the tiger'. They 
are invited to come by means of their likenesses, therefore when 
earthen dragons are set up Yin and Yang follow their likenesses 
and clouds and rain arrive on their own account''.

Also the L ii shi cJfun-t.'fiu ° states that "by means of dragons 
rain is made", and Liu NGAN 7 says: "Earthen dragons cause the 
rain to come". According to a commentary on this passage "the 
Emperor Tcang (the founder of the Shaug dynasty, B. C. 1766) 
in time of drought made an earthen dragon in order to symbolize 
the dragon being followed by the clouds" 9. "The duke of Cheh 
in the land of Chu", says A¥ANG CHC UNG O, "liked dragons and had 
them painted on ,all his walls and trays, certainly considering

3 3TT  * (A. D. 27 97). 4 f& Mr.I . /U x ' PrnJ ITCJ

5 -§|- -|fh ^S, who lived in the second century 13, C., author of the Clfun-lifiu

fan In, ^S ̂  M ^. T- s -. same section, Ch. 127, Sff ^ BS ^5f   , p. 3&:

it,
0 Jzj (last half of third century B . C.), Ch. XX, under the heading

7 Hum nan torS, Ch. IV,

8 &
9

=J|| : f
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their pictures to be like real dragons. Thus there was always 
rain (i. e. there never was a drought) in the country of this duke".

In the Supplement of the Books of the Han Dynasty ' a 
description is given of the ceremonies performed when praying 
for rain; an extensive commentary explains the words: "The 
underlings raise the earthen dragons". In the first place the 
passage from the Shan hai kiny, mentioned above, is quoted, 
and KWOH Pcon's commentary with regard to the earthen dragons 
of his days. Then follows a long description of ruin ceremonies 
found in the Chcun-tftciu fan hi ~ of TONG CHUNG-SHU, the author 
of the second century B. C. quoted above.

In this passage the rain ceremonies of spring, summer, the 
last month of summer, autumn and winter are described. The 
details all agree with the Taoistic system, pointed out by 
DE GROOT in his lleligious System 3 , and ?ra-ist priests were the 
performers of the rites. In the ceremonies of spring, summer, 
the last month of summer, autumn and winter accordingly the 
eastern, southern (twice), Avestern and northern gates of the 
towns and villages are mentioned, and the colours of the silken 
banners of the altars and the robes of the officiating priests 
were azure, red, yellow, white and black. Further, the numbers 
eight, seven, five, nine and six were used with regard to the 
square altars erected at the five different ceremonies and to the 
tanks in which shrimps or frogs were placed, as well as to the 
days during which the different preparations were made *.

As to the earthen drayons, m entioned in this description, the 
days on which they were made, their sizes, colours, numbers, 
the directions in which they were placed and the sides on which 
they stood, as well as the colours of the robes of those who 
brandished and erected them, and the numbers and ages of the 
former, all agreed with the same Taoistic system.

"On kiah and yih days 5 (in spring) one big b lue dragon, long

1 |H j|| ^ , Ch. V, p. 1 : j=L J| -^ f I o

2 ^ $C H ft- Ch - XVI' nr 74 <3fc 1^)' PP- 3~6-
3 Vol. I, p. 317: Vol. IV, p. 26.
4 Prayers took place on a day of the Water (^ Q ); it was forbidden to cut 

down famous trees or trees of the wood; the sacrifices consisted of cocks and pigs, 
three years old; further, the people roasted pig tails, buried human bones, opened 
mountain pools, burned firewood, tc., "m order to open Yin (the water) and close 
Yang (the sun)" ( RH f& [¥j l||» , P- 46); for the same reason men were forbidden 
to visit markets.

H - . ^ A 3t ,
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eight chang, is made and stands in the centre; seven small ones, 
each four chang long, are made (and placed) on the east side. 
They are all directed towards the Eist, with a distance of eight 
chcih between each other. Eight little boys, who all have observed 
religious abstinence for three days and are clad in b lue robes, 
brandish the dragons. The T'ien *eh fu ' (Superintendent of 
harvesting), who also for three days has observed religious 
abstinence and is clad in b lue robes, erects them".

In the same way in summer on ping and ting days one big red 
dragon was made, seven chang long, and placed in the centre, 
while six small dragons, each three chang five chcih long, stood 
on the south side; they were all directed to the south, with a 
distance of seven chcih between each other. Seven fullgrown men, 
who for three days had observed religious abstinence and were 
clad in red robes, brandished the dragons, and the Sze k"ung seh 
fu 2 (Superintendent of works), who likewise for three days 
had observed religious abstinence and was clad in red robes, 
erected them.

When the 'mountains and hills were prayed to in the last 
month of summer, on wu and s:e d ays, one big yellow dragon, 
Jive chang long, was placed in the centre, and four 3 small ones, 
long two chang five chcih, stood on the south side; they were 
all directed to the South, with a distance of five chcih between 
each other. Fire elders, after three days religious abstinence, and 
clad in yellow robes, brandished the dragons, and five men (or 
a senior 4) in yellow robes erected them.

In autumn, on keng and s in days, .one big white dragon was 
made, nine chang long, and placed in the centre; eight small 
ones, long four chang five chcih, were placed on the west side. 
They were all directed to the West, and the distance between 
them was nine chcih; n ine old unmarried men (or widowers 5) 
in white robes brandished them, and the Sze ma ° (Inspector of 
horses), also clad in white garments, erected them.

H 9
3 The main text wrongly says five, but the quotation gives the right nnraber of four.
4 The main text gives "five men", the quotation "a senior", -^- ;|£ .
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Finally, in w inter, when prayers were made to famous moun 

tains, one big b lack dragon, made on jen and kwei days, and s in 
chang long, was placed in the centre, and five small ones, each 
three chang long, stood on the north side; they were all directed 
to the North and the distance between them was s ix chcih. Six 
old men, all clad in b lack robes, brandished the dragon-, and a 
ioei l (military officer), also wearing b lack garments, erected them 3.

In the ceremonies, used for stopping rain, no dragons are 
mentioned. We learn from the Sung-diao shi shih 3 that in the 
Sung dynasty the same magic was performed; the dragons were 
sprinkled with water, and, after the ceremony, thrown into the 
water.

DE GROOT * treats of this custom in order to show that, this kind of 
rain magic being very common in ancient China, the dragon 
processions on the 15th day of the first month and the dragon 
boats 011 the fifth day of the fifth month may be easily explained 
in the same way. He also refers to a passage from the Yiu-yang 
tsah tsu 3, where a Buddhist priest, who in the Kcai-yuen era 
(A. D. 713 742) was ordered by the Emperor to pray for rain, 
said that he wanted a utensil engraved with the figure of a 
dragon. Nothing of the kind could be found, till after two or 
three days an old mirror, the handle of which had the form of 
a dragon, was discovered in the Emperor's store-house. The priest 
took it into the chapel and prayed; and behold, that very evening 
the rain poured down!

The same sympathe'tic magic is mentioned in the Pih ki man 
chi 6, where a mirror, adorned on the backside with a "coiled 
dragon", p'an lung, ;§^ff|, is said to have been worshipped 
(rather used in a magical way) in order to cause rain *.

1 #'
2 The Slien-nung k'iu-yu situ, jjjft J=| >J£ ^{| ĵ± , quoted in the Koh chi kiny 

yuen, Tfttf ^t ^f IS* , an extensive cyclopaedia compiled by GH'EN YUEN-LUNG, (Jj|£

7TJ Fill' ani^ published in 1735, Ch. IV, Sect. jlrfr j^J, p. 5a, gives the same with 

less details.
3  ji j&H ife ^j? ? quoted in the same chapter of the Ch'un-ltfiu fan lu, nr 75 

pp. 6 seq.; cf. the sarue chapter, section and page of the Koh chi kiny yuen. •
4 Fetes annuelles a Emoui, Vol. I, pp. 375 sqq. 5 Ch. III.

  TEI" P^ V^ ^t£' wr'tten 'n t'ie Sung dynasty by WANG CHOII, Ip jRl. T. S., 

same section, Ch. 131, p. 116.
7 With regard to painted dragons being as powerful as real ones we may refer to 

the Jun kih Ifili tfien, ffg -^ J-J ^, a Taoistic work of the end of the 10th
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The aim of this magic was to force the dragons to follow their 
images and to ascend from their pools. It is no wonder that 
sometimes drastic measures were taken to cause them to obey 
this human command, when it failed to have success. Thus in 
the tenth century of our era the head of two districts did not 
hesitate to have an earthen dragon flogged in order to force the 
unwilling dragons to ascend; and he was right, for that very 
day a sufficient rain came clown '.

As we have seen above, also Buddhist priests used images of 
dragons in making rain. It is again a story from the Kcai-yuen 
era, to be found in the same work 2 , which teaches us how they 
sometimes employed them to stop rain. An Indian bonze was 
requested by the Emperor to put a stop to the incessant rains, 
caused by one of his Chinese colleagues, who by order of the 
sovereign had prayed for rain and had fulfilled his task with so 
much success that several people were drowned in consequence 
of the inundations. The Indian priest made five or six dragons 
of clay, placed them in water and scolded them in his mother-tongue. 
Then he took them out of the water and laid them somewhere 
else, laughing loudly. After a little while the rain stopped. The 
meaning of this magic was apparently different from the ancient 
Chinese ideas. By placing the dragons in their element, the water, 
he gave them life, just like a Buddhist priest of the fourth 
century did with a dead dragon which he had dug up. The latter, 
however, after having thus made the dragon revive, by means 
of incantations caused him to ascend to the sky and put a stop 
to a heavy drought. 3 His Indian colleague of the Kcai-yuen era, 
on the contrary, with a scornful laugh removed the dragons after 
having given them life, in order to cause their counterparts to 
go away also. We may compare this with several instances of a

or the beginning of the llth century (cf. DE GKOOT, Rul. Syst., Vol. IV, p. 74), where 
we read about a dragon painted on a wall, with a well before it, which was prayed 
to for rain by people from far and near, and used to hear their praying?. Once in a 
time of drought a drunken fellow had the audacity to rail at the diagon. He cried 
over the balustrade of the well: "If Heaven sends a drought like this, what is the use 
of you?'", and with a big stone hit one of the painted dragon's feet. The mark was 
still visible in the author's time. When the man came home he suddenly got an un 
bearable pain in his foot. Although he sent a messenger to burn incense before the 
dragon and to apologize, it was all in vain, and he died within a few days. T. S., same 
section, Ch. 129, p. 116.

1 History of the fiue Dynasties, =£ ^ & (907 900); Koh chi king yuen, 1 .1..

2 1'iu-yany tsah isu, Ch. III.
3 T 'ai-pcinf/ yii lan, Ch. 930. The same prV- J v his prayers caused two white 

ditigons to descend and to pour down rain ct of a thousand miles.
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similar magic, mentioned by FHAZER in his Golden Sough ' . We 
read there of plagues, caused by vermin, scorpions or serpents, 
which were stopped by burying or removing the images of these 
noxious creatures.

A curious prescription for making rain is given in the Yiu- 
yawj titih tsu 2 , where we read the following: " Take four water- 
lizards, and after having filled two earthen jugs with water, put 
two of the lizards in each. Then cover the jugs with wooden 
covers, place them on two different quiet spots, prepare seats 
before and behind them, and burn incense. If you then have 
more than ten boys, ten years old or younger, day and night 
incessantly strike the jars with small green bamboo sticks, it 
certainly will rain". This advice was followed, and after one day 
and two nights the rain came down. "Tradition says' 1 , adds the 
author, " that dragons and water-lizards belong to the same species". 
The idea of annoying the dragons by noise and thus stirring 
them up is also to be found in Japan, where, as we shall see 
below 3, the Court officials made music and danced on a dragon 
boat on the pond of the Sacred-Spring-Park, in order to force 
the dragon to arise and give rain.

Another way of making rain is to arouse the dragons1 anger 
by throwing poisonous plants 4, or ashes 3, or pieces of wood, or 
stones G, or tiger bones 7   the tiger being the dragon's deadly 
enemy   into their pools, or by pulling a tiger's head by means

1 Vol. II (sec. ed.), pp. 420 sq. Gf. Vol. I. pp. 9 sqq.; making rain by magical means, 
I, pp. 82 114.

2 Gli. XI (ninth century).
3 Ch. V. It reminds us of the enormous bronze drums, decorated with frogs, the 

demons of rain, which probably were beaten by the Man tribes in the South of China, 
when drought prevailed. Cf. DE GROOT, Die anliken lironzcpauken im Oslindischcti 
Archipel und auf dcm 1-esllandc von Siidaslasicn, Mitth. des Seminars f. Orient. Spr. 
zu Berlin, Jahrg. IV, Abth. I, pp. 7G 113.

4 T cai-iSing yH lan, Ch. 930.

 yfpf 112 \̂, quoted in the Japanese work Wiobutsu5 Weng yuen hien clii,

Section III
:, quoted T. S., same section, Ch. 130, p. 8a:0 Mao t'ing k'-oh hwa, ^ ̂ , ̂ . gj 

"If one throws a piece of wood or a stone into the dragon pond, this at once causes 
black vapours to arise, followed by thunder and lightning, rain and hail". On clear days 
the surface of the water of this pond was five-coloured, a sign of a dragon's dwelling. 

In rtinw 01 Vicaigrtv* offerings we. - »iado and prayers said to him.

7 Chcn elm chvfen, & f& i ""ntten by CH CEN KIAI-KUNG, [^ Jg £,, i n the 

Ming dynasty; Ch. I.



120

of a rope through a river inhabited by a dragon '. As we shall 
see below 2, the Japanese, following the same methods, threw 
horse duug, old sandals and other dirty things into dragon-ponds, 
or stirred the dragons up by means of iron utensils or metal- 
shaving, for, as we saw above 3, these animals were believed to 
detest and fear iron.

The Wu tsah tsu 4 describes the remarkable way in which the 
people of Ling-nan caused rain. As dragons are very lewd and 
fond of women, a naked woman was placed on a elevated point 
in order to attract a dragon. As soon as there came one and flew 
around her, he was magically prevented from approaching her, 
so that his anger was aroused and heavy rains came down. The 
same work 5 says that in the beginning of summer the dragons 
are divided, so that each of them has his special territory, which 
he does not exceed. This is the reason why in summer time it 
rains very much at one place and not at all a little further on.

Apart from these means of stirring up the dragons we often 
read about prayers recited to them, that they might give fertilizing 
rains. This was done in shrines or at ponds inhabited by dragons, 
or at the entrances of their dens. The J\J<io fimj If oh hwa, e . g., 
mentions a Dragon-woman's shrine, dedicated to a female dragon 
which in A. D. 740 appeared in a dream and promised to give

1 Slicing shit kit shih, 'fpj' I& j££ Ijf , written in the ninth century by Li CHCOII, 
35 «!a : "In the South, when there is a long drought, a tiger's head bone is tied 
at a long ropa and thrown into the water on a spot where a dragon is living. Then 
several men pull in an irregular way. Suddenly clouds arise from the middle of the 
pond, and thereupon also rain comes down. The dragon being the tiger's enemy, even 
the latter's dried bones still stir up the dragon like this", tja ptf //I JlL jStJ IM

Gf" Kwah i c '" ('13t1' Cent0i quoted T. S., same section, Gh. 130, 
p. la: I n the Shun-hi era (1174   1190) a tiger bone, attached to a long rope, was let 
down in a "White dragon's pond", near a "White dragon's den" before a Buddhist 
temple. Soon it rained, and as they were slow in pulling the bone out of the pond, a 
severe thunderstorm menaced the government office, but stopped when the bone was 
removed.

The date shows that sve have here a passage from the Ilien chcwanc/ kwah i chi, 
pf| ^if -fS J^l ^ ' written by Lu YING-LUNG, 1JJI jffl fH , who lived about the 

middle of the thirteenth centuiy (cf. DE GROOT, Rul. Syst., Vol. IV, p. 347, note 1), 
and not with the Kwah i chi, written in the second half of the eleventh century by 
CHANG SHI-CHING, jj||| ffift j£ , alias PIJII-I, jfi %fc (DE GROOT, 1.1., IV, p. 210, notel)

2 Book II, Ch. III. ? nook I f Ch . HI,' § 3 ] pp. 67 sqq.
4 i H IS (Ming-dynasty), Ch. IX, £h . 1 X ,
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rain whenever prayers were made to her in time of drought'. 
And in the Sfieu shen ki we read of a sick dragon, which in 
consequence of prayers recited before his den, gave a badly 
smelling rain, which would have spoiled the crops, if a diviner 
had not discovered it in time and cured the dragon at the latter's 
request. Thereupon a fertilizing rain fell and a very clear spring 
dashed forth from a rock 2.

§ 4. Buddhist rain ceremonies.

In the Introduction (§ 4, pp. 25 sqq.) we have dealt with the 
Buddhist rain ceremonies prescribed in the Mahamegha siitra and 
those described by DE GROOT in his Code du Mahayana. As we 
will see below (Book II, Ch. Ill), also in Japan the Buddhist 
priests gradually conquered this field, formerly the domain of 
the Shint<5ists. They used the same sutras as the Chinese Buddhists. 
The latter had a good time in the Tcang dynasty, when sometimes, 
as we read in the Tuh i chi 3 , eleven hundred Buddhist priests 
read sutras in order to cause rain. As to these ceremonies we 
may refer the reader to the Introduction.

1 Ch. 130, p. 2a. 2 Ch. VI; cf. Ch. X. 
3 $tt -B Jjjk , ascribed to Li Yiu, ^fe fc , or Li KCANG, 

dynasty. T. S., same section, Ch. 131, p. 106.

of the T'ang



CHAPTER VI.

EMPERORS CONNECTED WITH DRAGONS. 

§ "I. Hwang Ti rode on a dragon-

The dragon being the symbol of the Emperor and his blissful 
reign, a large number of legends point to the close connection 
between this divine animal and the Son of Heaven. In the first 
place, of course, the holy Emperors of the oldest times are 
mentioned in this respect.

The Historical Records ' contain the following passage. " The 
Emperor Hwang gathered copper of Mount Sheu and cast a 
tripod at the foot of Mount King. When the tripod was ready, 
there was a dragon which dropping its whiskers came down to 
meet Hwang Ti. The latter ascended the dragon and rode on it, 
after which the ministers did the same, more then seventy men 
in all. Then the dragon ascended and flew away. The remaining 
lower ministers had no opportunity to climb iipon the dragon, 
and all at a time got hold of its whiskers, which (by their weight) 
were pulled out and fell down".

According to the Ku kin chit 2 Hwang Ti was melting cinnabar 
(in order to prepare the liquor of immortality) in the Tsoh yen 
mountains, when he became a sien and rode on a dragon to the 
sky. When the ministers clung to the animal's whiskers, the 
whiskers fell down. To the question whether they produced the 
so called " Dragon's whiskers herb" the answer is given that this 
is a false tradition caused by the other name of the same herb, 
"Red clouds herb". The same monarch made a winged dragon 
(ying lumj) attack and ward off the troops of the rebel Chci Yiu 3.

;, Ch. XXVIII, nr 0, p. 30« (CIIA.VANNES, Memoires Ilisloriqitcs,1 Sect. 

Vol. Ill, p. 488).
2 -jt -A. J^r, written about the mi'ldle of tlie 4th century by Ts'ui PAO, Ĵ x ^J 

(cf. WYLIE, p. 159, DE GnooT, lid Sijst, Vol IV, p. 244, note 1), quoted T. S, Sect. 
fa ||, Ch. 130, fg ^ $| £|, p. 46.

3 SfcaH Mi A;»(f/, Sect. XVIII, nr 14, -fc "^ ̂  ̂ , p. 06; Bamboo Annalx 
(dink sliu hi nicn, Wr Sfe g^ 4jri), Ch. I, LEGGE, Chinese Classics, Vol. Ill, Parti, 
Prolegomena, p. 108.

123

§ 2. Yao and Kao Tsu were sons of dragons.

The Emperor Yao was said to be the son of a red dragon, 
who came to his mother, bearing on his back the inscription: 
"You also receive Heaven's protection". Darkness and wind arose 
on all sides, and the dragon touched her, whereupon she became 
pregnant and after 14 months gave birth to Yao in Tan ling '.

A similar story is told about Kao Tsu (B. C. 20G  195), the 
founder of the Han dynasty. Tcai kong, his father, saw a kiao 
lung above his wife amidst thunder and lightning and black 
darkness, while she was asleep on the bank of a lange pond. 
She dreamt that she had intercourse with a god, and afterwards 
gave birth to Kao Tsu. This Emperor, who was very fond of 
wine, was always protected by a dragon, when he was drunk 2.

§ 3. Shun was visited by a yellow dragon.

The Emperor Shun, Yao's. famous successor, was visited by a 
yellow dragon, which came out of the river Loh. On its scaly 
armour the inscription: ''Shun shall ascend the Throne" was 
visible 3. As we have seen above, the same holy sovereign insti 
tuted the " Dragon-rearer family", whose members had the task 
of rearing dragons for the Emperor.

§ 4. Yii drove in a carriage drawn by dragons, and was assisted
by a ying lung.

Yii, the celebrated founder of the Hia dynasty, drove in a 
carriage drawn by two dragons, which had descended in his 
court-yard, because with him the virtuous power of Hia was at 
its highest point 4. When he had completed the regulation of the 
waters, blue dragons stopped in the suburbs of the capital 5. 
According to a later tradition a ying lun<j assisted Yii at the 
work by marking the ground with its tail  .

1 Bamboo Annals, C h. II, LEGGE, 1.1., p. 112.
2 Historical Records, Ch. VIII (^ jjfj[), p. 2; CIIAVA.NNFS, I. I., Vol. II, pp. 325 sq.

3 Ytt/i fu shiti t'u, ^g ^f 3j^ HI; T.S., same section, Ch. 128, ^ ̂  ~".. 
p. 2&. 4 Poh wuh chi, Ch. II, p. 2n. 
t 5 Bamboo Annals, Ch. lit, LEGQE, 1.1., p. H7: W ^f jh "J1 ^G

6 San Is'ai fu hwui, ^ ~̂  [gj -d&-, in the Wakan sansai zue, Ch. XLV, p. 
675. According to the Bamboo Annals (Ch. Ill, 1.1.) the spirit of the IIo river, a man 
with a fish body, gave him a chait of the IIo,
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§ 5. Ming Hwang's vessel was moved, forward by a dragon.

Also in later times dragons were said to assist Emperors, as 
was the case in the Tien pao era (742 755), when a small 
dragon arose from a pond the evening before the Emperor Ming 
Hwang, conquered by the rebel Ngan Luh-shau, left the capital 
and fled to the South. The dragon went in the same direction 
and, when the Emperor crossed a river, the animal appeared in 
the water and carried the ship forward on its back. His Majesty, 
deeply moved by the dragon's loyalty, thanked it and gave 
it wine '.

§ 6. Two yellow dragons threatened to upset Yu's vessel.

Sometimes, however, the dragons of rivers and seas caused 
trouble even to Emperors. Thus two yellow dragons threatened 
to upset Yu's vessel by taking it on its back, when His Majesty 
crossed the Yang-tsze kiang; but Yu, not in the least frightened, 
laughed and said: "I received my appointment from Heaven 
and do my utmost to nourish men. To be born is the course of 
nature; to die is by Heaven's decree. Why be troubled by the 
dragons?" The dragons, on hearing these words, fled, dragging 
their tails 2.

§ 7. Shi Hwang died on account of having killed a dragon.

Another Emperor was severely punished for having killed a 
dragon. This was Shi Hwang, the founder of the Tscin dynasty 
(246 210 B. C.), who was so anxious to have a long life, that 
he was highly rejoiced when two sian came, pretending to know

\ Tfze-liu shi kiu won,' 3^£ 1$P J^ "^ f^ ' wr* tten '" t'ie Tcang dynasty by 

Li TEH-VU, 35 ^M ^S. In the same way the vessel of Wu Suh, king of Wu and 

Yueh (i.e. Ti'ien Liu, A. D. 851 932), which in 909 ran on a rock and could not 
advance, was carried forward by two dragons, amidst heavy rain, thunder and lightning 

(Shih-kwoh Clfuii-ttfiu, -I- [|j| t̂jfc ;fj(^, written in the latter half of the 17th

century by Wu JEN-CIICEN, .^B- -ffi. E? ; according to DE GROOT, Rel. Syst., Vol. IV, 

p. 327, "a rather apocryphical history" (of ten small states which existed between the 

Tcang and Suog dynasties) (YVvLiE, p. 41). T. S., same section, Ch. 129, ^ ||£ ~"., 

p. Ua.
2 Bamboo Annals, Ch. HI, LEGGE, 1.1., p. 118; cf. Ilwai nan ts:e, Ch. VII, 4j|
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how to seek the life-prolonging herb'. Alter having been favoured 
with high dignities and salaries, they set sail with a crowd of 
six thousand girls and boys, not older than fifteen years, to seek 
the island of the blessed - , but although they sought for it a 
long time, it was all in vain. The sien, who were afraid of 
punishment on account of their lies, now invented a new scheme. 
On returning to the Court they advised the Emperor to go on 
board himself and set out with a large army. Again the foolish 
monarch believed them, and put to sea with not less than three 
millions of soldiers, who made a terrible noise by crying in 
chorus and beating drums (in order to frighten the sea-gods and 
thus be able to reach the island of the blessed). The dragon-god, 
aroused by the din, appeared at the surface of the sea in the 
shape of an enormous shark, five hundred cJiih (feet) long, with 
a head like that of a lion. He was immediately surrounded by 
the fleet and killed with poisonous arrows, so that his blood 
coloured the sea over a distance of ten thousand miles. That 
night the Emperor dreamt that he had a battle with the dragon- 
god ; and the next day he fell ill and died within seven days 3.

1 Cf. DE GROOT, Rel. Syst. of China, Vol. IV, pp. 307 seqq.: the chi, ^ , a branched 

fungus, which was said to grow on the isle of Tsu in the Eastern Ocean. According 

to the Shih cheu ki ( -4  iJjl gfj, "Description of the Ten Islands", "an account of 

fabulous countries which weie believed to exist in several regions beyond the oceans, 
probably written in the earlier part of the Christian era" [DE GROOT, 1.1, Vol. I, p. 
272]) the Emperor heard about the existence of this herb on the Tsu island from a 
Taoist ascetic philosopher, and then sent an envoy to the island with five hundred 
young people of both sexes. They put to sea to seek the island, but never came back.

2 f*eny Lai, '3J& ^S , "fairy land, an elysium far from man's abode; some regard 

it as denoting Kyushu in Japan" (WELLS WILLIAMS, Chin.-Eny. Diet., p. 001 s. v.).

3 This version of the tale is to be found in the Taiheiki, ^ 2p Sjl , Ch. XXVI, 

pp. 115 seqq.



CHAPTER VII.

TRANSFORMATIONS.

§ 1. The dragon's transformations are unlimited.

From Kionn tze and the Pci >ja, quoted above', we have learned 
that the dragon's transformations are unlimited. Therefore it is 
no wonder that Chinese literature abounds with stories about 
dragons which had assumed the shape of men, animals or objects. 
When they transformed themselves into human beings, they 
mostly appeared as old men or beautiful women ; the latter remind 
us of the Naga maidens of Indian tales. Sometimes fishes, which, 
when being cooked, spread a five-coloured light, or spoke with 
human voices, were recognized to be dragons; but also quadrupeds, 
as dogs, rats or cows, sometimes proved to be the temporary 
shapes of these divine animals. Snakes, of course, closely akin to 
the dragons, often served them as metamorphoses to hide their 
real nature, and new-born dragons were said to creep out of the 
eggs in this form. Finally, trunks of trees or other objects floating 
in the water sometimes suddenly resumed their real dragon shapes. 
One passage 2 says that dragons can always transform themselves 
except at the time of their birth, when they sleep, or when 
they are angry or lustful, but this stands alone among the 
innumerable other statements with regard to their nature and 
"capacities.

§ 2. Appearing as old men or beautiful women.

As to their appearing as old men we may refer to the Silen 
shih eld 3 , where a yellow dragon is said to have come to a house

1 Pp. 03 and 05.

2 Chen ehu ehufen, Jj£ J^fc ^fJJ (cf. above, pp. 119, note 7), quoted T. S., same

section, Ch. 130, |j|| ^ #& ^, p. 06.

3 JlL^it^i written by CHANG TUH, 2M |^, in the ninth century. Quoted 
T.S., same section, Ch. 131, ^f, $j|, p. 126.
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in the mountains in the shape of an old man with a yellow robe. 
The Kwany-sin-fu chi 1 contains a story about a ww-sorcerer, who 
in the beginning of the Sung dynasty was praying for rain above 
a well, when he fell into it in trying to catch the white cow horn 
on which he had blown and which suddenly dropped out of his 
hands. At the bottom of the well he saw a majestic old man, 
sitting in a tower in the water, with the horn in his hands. 
This was the dragon of the well, who for this time allowed him 
to return and gave him back the horn on condition that he 
never should make noise near the well again. But at the next 
drought the man forgot his promise and blew on the horn above 
the well like before. This was too much for the dragon, who 
made both horn and man tumble into the water, and this time 
the sorcerer was drowned. Afterwards he appeared to one of the 
villagers in a dream and at his advice a shrine was erected in honour 
of the dragon, who thenceforward heard their prayers for rain. 

Also the Yiu-y<mtj tsah fan - mentions dragons which assumed 
the shapes of old men, as well as of le<tutiful ivomen 3. L iu 
TSUNG-YUEN * tells how a dragon which was punished by the 
Emperor of Heaven fell down upon the earth in the shape of a 
woman, spreading a brilliant light. She had to stay there for 
seven days, and then, after having drunk some water, her breath 
became a cloudy vapour, she changed into a white dragon, and 
flew up to Heaven.

§ 3. Appearing as fishes. 

Transformations of dragons into fishes are to be found as well

"Memoirs of the department of K \vang-sin (in Kiang-si pro 
vince)", quoted T. S. 1. 1., p. IGa.

2 Ch. II and VI; T. S., same section, Ch. 131, g| ̂   £[. j||j , p. 12cs.
3 Ch. VI.
4 |filj ^ y£ (A. D. 773 819), one of the most celebrated poets and essayists of 

the Tcjng dynasty. = jfj |j| |^ , T. S., same section, Ch 127, IjjL y£ —  , p. 8&.

Another punishment of a dragon is mentioned in the Yun sien Isali hi \ =g  f|I| ^p 
=|Ji about which work DE GROOT (Rel. Syst., Vol. IV, p. 289) says: "Ten chapters 

of miscellanies of doubtful authenticity, ascribed to one TUNG Cm, ^ ̂ t , of whom 
nothing is known but the name. More likely, perhaps, the author was the learned 
WANG Cum, 3t £6, also named SING-GUI, 'W: ^ , who flourished in the middle 
part of the 12th century"), where a disobedient dragon is said to have had his ears cut 
off by Heaven's punishment; the blood which dripped upon the earth produced a plum 
tree with fleshy fruits without kernels. T. S., same section, Ch. 129, ^g J^ ~ -. , p. 12a.
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in the Dynastic Histories ' as in books of tales and legends like 
the Lam] haen hi* (Yuen dynasty) and even in a geographical 
work as the Yih funy chi 3, where we read about a white eel 
which was caught by some villagers. They were about to cook 
it when an old man said: "This is a dragon from the Siang 
River. I am afraid of calamity." But the others considered this 
to be foolish prattle and did not listen to his words. The next 
day the whole village collapsed.

In the Shwoh yuen 4 a white dragon is said to have assumed 
the shape of a fish and to have been hit with an arrow in its 
eye by a fisherman. The dragon accused the man before the 
Emperor of Heaven, but the latter remarked that it was his 
own fault because he had been foolish enough to change himself 
into a fish. The fisherman was not to be blamed for having 
treated him like other fishes. This story is often referred to in 
Japanese literature, e. g. in the Zoku kojidan 5, where the fish is 
said to have fallen into the fisherman's net, and to have lodged 
a complaint with the Dragon kiny (an Indian conception, cf. the 
Introduction and the next chapter), who gave him a similar 
answer and advised him not to do such a foolish thing again. 
In the Taihciki 6 Nitta Yoshisacla, who died in battle, is compared 
to the dragon of this legend, which, instead of hiding itself in 
the depths of a pool, came to a shallow place and was caught 
in the net.

As we have seen above', fishes were believed to become dragons 
when they succeeded in ascending the Dragon-gate (apparently 
a waterfall), and that old tiger-fishes or fishes weighing two 
thousand kin became kiao 8 .

(the fish spread a1 Books of the Tsin dynasty, ĵj -fife , Ch. VI, jj£| jj£

five-coloured light when being cooked).
2 Ch. I (the fish spoke with a human voice).

3     j&^» ji^, "Memoirs concerning the whole Empire" (1047); T. S., same section,

Jf i —— * n \ f\fi^ jg£ ^.   L, p. I M.

, written by Liu HIANG, IjjA [fj] (wno l ive(1 B- c- 80 9), the famous 

author of the L ieh sien chufen ( ^|J -f^ /f§ ) ! Sect. TR g^  

5 3g| -jlj- I|J. j|£, Ch. II, G unsho ruijii, Vol. XVII, p. 661.

6 Ch. XX, p. 9a. The same comparison is to be found in Ch. XXXI, p. 12, of the 
same work.

7 Book I, Ch. Ill, § 12, p. 86.
8 Book I, Ch. Ill, § 7, p. 79.
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§ 4. Appearing as snakes, dogs, or rats.

The Poh mun<j so yen ' relates about a child which in the 
Tcong-kwang era (923-926) met a white snake on the road, tied 
it with a rope and swayed its head to and fro till it fell down. 
In a moment a thunderstorm arose and the child was carried into 
the air, where it was struck by lightning and dropped dead on the 
ground. On its back vermilion writing was to be read, announcing 
that Heaven had punished it for having killed a Celestial dragon.

Two dragons in the shape of mno dogs (^ $)), ridden through 
the air by aien, are mentioned in the L ieh sien elwfen 2 . A sien 
brought them to a diviner, more than 100 years old, and invited 
him to ride on them together with an old woman. According 
to the Lawj hlien ki 3 two guardian gods of a cave palace were 
dragons. The Kiany-si funy-chi * speaks about a very deep 
"Dragon-rearing pond'' near the castle of Kwang ch'ang district 
in Kien chcang fu, inhabited by a dragon. Over the pond there 
was a stone tray, in which remains of food were always laid 
for the animal, which used to change into a black dog and eat 
the food. This pond was still there in the author's time, and a 
"Dragon-well temple" had been built on the spot.

In the seventh year of the Kia-yiu era (1062) an enormous 
white rat was seen smelling the sacrificial dishes offered in the 
temple on the Great White Mountain in Fu fung district (Shen-si 
province), a mountain with much liny, i . e. where the divine 
power of its god as clearly manifested itself in hearing the 
prayers of the believers as was the case on the Japanese moun 
tain of the same name (Hakusau). Old people declared the rat, 
which only sinelled the dishes but did not eat them, to be a dragon \

§ 5. A cow transformed into a dragon. 

The author of the Hwai-nyan-fu chi 6 tells us how a cow

1 ;([> 3S Jg =3", ascribed to SUN KWANG-IHEN, _J3ji -^ ^ , also called MENG-WEN,

jj& -fr, a high official under the founder of the Sung dynasty (Tcai tsu, 900 976) 

(cf. DE GUOOT, Rel. Syst. Vol. V, p. 527, note 2). T. S., same section, Ch. 129, p. 14«.
2 T. S., same section, Ch. 131, p. 2&. 3 Quoted ibidem, p. 36.
4 T. S., same section, Ch. 129, p. 12&.

5 Tuncj-pQo chi-lin, j^ ^ * ̂  , desultory notes by Su TUNG-PCO, ^ ̂  ̂  ,

e. Su Sum, $S S^r, a famous poet who lived 1036 1101; T. S., same section, Ch.

130, p. 4a.
G >y£ dt &• J?, "Memoirs concerning Ilwai-ngan-fu (in the prov. of Kiang-su);

T. S., ibidem, p. 126.
Verb. Kon. Akud. v. Welenach. (AfJ. Lctterk.) N. R. Dl. XIII, N  2. 9
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became a dragon. A rich farmer who possessed a large herd of 
cattle one night dreamt that one of his cows said to him: "I 
have become a dragon aud have fought with the dragon of the 
Saog-k'u lake, but without conquering him. You must bind 
small knives upon my horns''. The next day he discovered that 
an extremely big cow of the herd had scales under its belly. 
When he had attached knives to its horns, the cow conquered 
the other dragon, which was wounded at the eye and retired 
into its hike. The cow itself became the dragon of the Great 
Lake. Down to the author's time those \vho passed this lake 
avoided the character -^ (cow), and those who passed the 
Saug-k'ti lake avoided the character H|f (blind of one or both 
eyes); otherwise suddenly a storm burst forth and big waves arose.

§ 6. Appearing as objects.

With regard to object* which proved to be dragons we may 
refer to the / yuen ' , where we read how a man while fishing 
in a liver found a shuttle aud took it home. After a short while 
the utensil, which he had hung on the wall, changed into a red 
dragon and ascended to the sky amidst thunder and rain. 
A dragon which had assumed the shape of a tree growing 
under water is mentioned in the Skulk i H 2 . A woman who 
touched this tree when going into the water in order to catch 
some fish, became pregnant and gave birth to ten male children. 
Afterwards, when the dragon appeared in his real form above 
the water, nine of the boys ran away in fright, but the tenth 
climbed upon his dragon-shaped father's neck and in later years 
became the king of the land 3. The same work tells us about a 
girl in the Palace, uuder the Hia dynasty, who changed into a 
fearful dragon and then, reassuming her human form, became a 
veiy beautiful woman, who devoured men 4.

In the Books of the T.tin dynasty* an astrologer is said to have 
discovered the vital spirits (^jfj) of two precious swords among 
the stars, and pointed out the spot where they were buried.

1 Oh. I, p. 2. The same work gives a tale about a big piece of drift wood, which 
broke the vessel of a man who seized it, turned into a dragon and swam off.2 Md Jl §E (see ab ve > P- 72 > n te !)  ch - ~f*i P- i 66-

3 Cf. above, Book I, Ch. VI, p. 123.
4 Ch. Y.i P - 4a-

5 T}\\ ^ , Ch. VI, j£{| 3J£ ^ . These swords, which turned into a male and a 
female dragon, are mentioned in the Tai/ieiki, Ch. XIII, pp. 10 seq.

There a stone box was dug up, from which a brilliant light 
shone; but as soon as the swords were taken out of the box 
their spirits in the sky were extinguished. On one of the swords 
the characters |ff Jif|, lung-ts'uen, " Dragon-spring", on the other 
~fc Pflf' f'u-Oi were written. According to the astrologer such 
supernatural swords could not remain for a long time in human 
hands. Actually one of them soon disappeared, and the .other 
one afterwards jumped by itself out of its sheath into a river, 
which its owner was crossing. When it was sought, nothing was 
found except two dragons, two or three chang long, wound 
together and emitting a brilliant light which illuminated the 
water. Then they vanished, raising turbulent waves by their 
violent movements. Evidently the swords had changed into dragons 
and were united again.



CHAPTER VIII.

THE INDIAN NAG A IN CHINA.

§ \ . Reborn as a, dragon.

With regard to the Indian dragon (Ifago) in China we may 
refer to the Introduction and to the following legends.

Buddhist reincarnation into a dragon was said to have been 
the fate of the Emperor Wu's Consort Kcih (first half of the 
sixth century A. D.), who was so jealous that she was reborn 
as a dragon which lived in a well inside the exclosure of the 
Palace and frightened her husband in his dreams. When he was 
in love with some woman, the water of the well was violently 
disturbed. In order to appease the spirit, the Emperor had a 
palace built over the well and all kinds of clothes and utensils 
put there, as if she were still a human being; and he never 
married again '.

§ 2. Ponds inhabited by Dragon-Kings.

According to another Buddhist legend 2 a Dragon-King, who 
lived in a palace at the bottom of a pond called Kwun mine/ 
clfi 3, appeared as an old man to a hermit who lived in the 
neighbourhood, and besought this man to save his life, as a 
Buddhist priest, under pretext of praying for rain by order of 
the Emperor, made the water of his pond decrease more and 
more, in order to kill him (the dragon) and to use his brain in 
preparing some medicine. The hermit advised the dragon to go 
SUN SZE-MOH *, who was studying in the mountains in order to 
become a s ien. When the dragon did so, this man promised to

1 History of I he South (fjft jjl , Nan-sin"), J^j ^p

2 Yiu-yang tsah Isu (ninth century), Ch. V (T. S., 1.1.,

3 a (wife.
4 2& M l^«

, p. 1 la).
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save him on condition that he should teach him the way of 
preparing the three thousand kinds of medicine to be found in 
the Dragon-Palace at the bottom of the pond. The dragon accepted 
the condition, whereupon the water of the pond rose more and 
more, and the bonze died with anger and shame. The dragon 
kept his promise, and thus SUN SZE-MOH obtained the knowledge, 
preserved in his famous medical work, entitled Ts'ien kin fang ' . 

Other ponds inhabited by Dragon-Kings are mentioned in the 
Loli-yanij kia-lan ki 2 and in the Po-chi kwoli cliiifen 3 , but these 
were in foreign, western countries. Sacrifices were made to them; 
to the latter by the passers-by (there were three ponds, in the 
biggest of which lived the Dragon-King himself, in the next his 
consort and in the smallest Jiis child) because otherwise they 
were sure to be troubled by wind and snow. The former pond 
was near a Buddhist monastery in the West of AVu-yih land, 
and the king of the land prayed to the dragon and threw gold 
and jade into the pond. When these precious objects were washed 
out of the pond he ordered the monks to take them.

§ 3. Temples of Dragon-Kings.

A "Dragon-rearing well" 4 in a "Dragon-King's temple" 5 was 
said to be inhabited by a dragon. Nobody dared draw water 
from this well, because if one did so strange things happened, 
and the person who had ventured to thus arouse the dragon's 
anger fell ill  .

Another temple of a Dragon-King on a mountain, near a white 
dragon's pond and (on the top of the mountain) a dragon's den 
are mentioned in the Kwah i eld 7 . In time of drought the 
peasants used to pray before the cavern, which always contained 
water in spring and summer, and when they took this water

• Dragon's pearls were called ^ ̂  ̂  , cf. above, Ch. Ill, § 15. p. 88.

^ V^a" il? i&W ]Hi SS ' accol'di n6 to WYLIE (p. 55) "a descriptive detail of the 

various Buddhist establishments in Loli-yang, the metropolis during the N. Wei; written 

by YANQ HUEN-CHI, j& ^£j ^ , an officer of that dynasty"; it was written in the 

sixth century (Dc GROOT, Rel. Syst., Vol. I, p. 344). T. S., same section, Ch. 131, p. 5a.

3 |J H , quoted T. S , same section, Ch. 129, p. 46.

6 Mih k'oh hwui si (llth cent.), T. S., same section, Ch. 130, p. 3 b.
7 ffi JI. ^, cf. DE GROOT, Rel. Sysl., Vol. IV, p. 210, note 1. This must be the 

later work of this name, dating from the thirteenth century (cf. above, p. 120, notel), 

as the Shun-hi era (1174 1190) is mentioned. T. S., 1.1., Ch. 130, p. la.
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and worshipped it, abundant rains came down. Near to the same 
spot was the Dragon-mother's grave, mentioned above '.

§ 4. Palaces of Dragon-Kings.

A Dragon-King's Palace is mentioned in the Luh i ki\ 
According to a tradition among the sailors it was situated under 
a small island about five or six days navigating from Su-cheu 
(in Kiang-su province). Even when there was no wind, the waves 
were so high there that no vessel dared approach it directly. 
At every high tide, however, when the water overflowed the 
island and the high waves were not to be seen, the ships could 
pass there. At night a red light was seen from afar above the 
water on this spot, bright like sunlight, which extended over 
more than a hundred miles square and reached the sky.

The Wuh taah teu 3 describes the same island, but, without 
mentioning the light, say^ that it lies above the water, red like 
the sun. Although no human being dared approach it, a sound 
was heard on the island as if some thousands of men were busy 
there cutting and transporting trees. On clear nights one could 
see that all the trees on the mountains were felled. It was said 
that this was done for building the Dragon-King's abode. Evidently 
the Taoistic ideas concerning the island of the blessed, the land 
of the sien, are confounded here with the Indian conceptions 
with regard to the Naga palaces.

Finally, we may quote a passage from the T'ai-peine/ yii-hm 4, 
where a magistrate is said to have often received in his house 
a beautiful dragon-woman, who each time arrived in a magnifi 
cent carriage, accompanied by female postilions. In his former 
existence he had promised to marry her, and now he kept his 
word and finally disappeared with her. The people said that he 
had gone to the Dragon-Palace and had become a " water-.«'eM"

1 Book I, Gh. Ill, § 10, p. 89.

2 ^^ .pi g[J (ninth century, see above, p. 87, note 4). T. S. same section, Cb. 
129, p. 14a.

3 f̂f $j& j£|^ (about 1592), in a passage translated into Japanese in the Hcishoku 

wakumonchin, ij£f jjjjj jj£ p{J J&, written in 1710 by KOJIMA FUK\U, KJ && 
jf\ >fe, and printed in 1737, referred to by INOUE ENFIYO, Yo/tioaiyaku kuyi, Vol. II,

Oh. XXVII (*| ^f f|l| flJ), P- 123 sq.
4 Ch. 424.

BOOK II. 

THE DRAGON IN JAPAN.

CHAPTER I.

THE ORIGINAL JAPANESE DRAGON-GODS OV RIVERS, SEAS AND MOUNTAINS.

When treating of the Japanese dragon legends we have first 
of all to consider the original beliefs of the natives, and to 
separate these from the conceptions imported from India and 
China. In the oldest annals the dragons are mentioned in various 
ways, but mostly as water-gods, serpent- or dragon-shaped.

§ 1. Okami.

In the Nihoniji ' we read that Izanagi, when his consort Tzanami 
had died by giving birth to the fire-god Kaguzuchi, cut this child 
into three pieces each of which became a god. The blood which 
trickled from the upper part of the sword changed into three 
gods: Kura-okami ( fj|J §§), Kura-yama-tsumi ( f^ |1| jjfj£) and Kura- 
mit.m-ha ( f^J [£] ^.). Professor FLORENZ gives in his "Japanisclte 
Jfytkoloyie" 2 extensive notes on these three gods. Kum, says he, 
is explained as "abyss, valley, cleft'', although the meaning of 
the character is "dark". The second character, |||, which in 
FLORENZ'S note 26 consists of the characters indicating rain and 
drwjon, but in the Japanese text (K. T. K. I, 13) is a combination 
of the upper part of the character ||| with dragon, is explained

1 Gh. I, K.T.K. Vol. I, p. 13: ^ fift flj g| J^ ggjJF j$ ^ §jj o gj? 0
ED It- ft fel ill fiifii. ^ fl li ^. K T- K- is KolMshi iaikei> M £.
-fc •?»') a modern edition of old historical and legendary works, which we quote as 

K. T. K. Of the same kind are the Shiseki shuran ( jjl ^j| -^ ^jj) and the Gunsho 

fiiiju ( fflj |fe |g ̂  ) (1795), while the Hyakka selsurin (~^ tjj& g^ tt) con 
tains a great number of works of the Tokugawa period.

2 P. 46.
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as "dragon"; in the Bungo Fudoki 1 the characters &*£ ||!, "snake- 
dragon", are read " okami". This and the later ideas about Kura- 
okami show that this divinity is a dragon or snake. He is the 
deity of rain and snow, and in the Manyashn (2, 19) he is said 
to have been prayed to for snow. The Engishiki states that this 
god Okarai had Shinto temples in all provinces. In a variant z 
we read that one of the three gods who came forth from the 
three pieces of Kagnzuchi's body was Taka-okami. This name is 
explained by one of the commentators as * the dragon-god residing 
on the mountains", in distinction from Kum-ohnni, " the dragon- 
god of the valleys". 3

The passage of the Bungo Fudoki referred to by FLORENZ says 
that in the village Kutami in Naori district there was a well, 
out of which water was scooped for the Emperor Keiko (71 130 
A. D.) (not Suinin, as FLORENZ says), when he visited the place. 
Then a snake-dragon (&*£!!> okami, appeared, whereupon the 
Emperor said: "This water is certainly dirty (kiisai). Scooping 
water from it should not be allowed". Therefore the well got 
the name of Kusa-izumi.

§ 2. Yamatsumi and Mitsuha-

As to the second god mentioned in the jXihongi, Kura-yama- 
tsumi, his name means: "Lord of the Dark Mountains", but one 
of the commentators explains it a^: "Mountain-snake" (yama- 
feu[£]-mi). The name of the third divinity, Kura-mitnu-hu, is 
perhaps to be translated: "Dark-water-snake", or "Valley-water- 
snake" 4. FLORENZ thinks that this god is identical with Mitmha 
no Me in the preceding text (Gh. I, p. 11), although the latter 
is a female deity. There we read that Izanami, when dying in 
consequence of the fire-god's birth, gave birth to the earth- 
goddess Hani-yama-bime and the water-goddess Mitsu-ha no Me 

FLORENZ 5 devotes an interesting note to the

JE f S' written i n 713 ; G u>lsho ruiju, Vol. XVII, nr 499, p. 1120.
2 Nlhotifji. Ch. I, p. 10; FLORENZ, I.I, p. 03: jej |g ^

3 According to ASTON (Sliinlo, p . 153) it is simply "0 Kami", "August god", so 
that the names Kura o karui and Taka o kami should mean "God of the valleys" and 
"God of the heights". But in my opinion FLORENZ'S arguments are right.

4 FLORENZ translates: 'dunkler Wasserdrache" (dark water-dragon), but in note 29 
the word ha is explained as "snake", not "dragon". Cf. my treatise on the Snake in 
Jap. superstition, Ch. II, A, 2 (Serpent-shaped gods of the water), pp. 13 sqq., Mitt, 
des Seminars f. Orient. Sprachen zu Berlin, Jahrg. XIV, Abt. I.

5 Jap. Mytholoyie, Chap. Ill, p. 33.
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latter, and quotes the Wamyoshd ' , which by mistake identifies 
Mi-tsu-ha with the Chinese irang-liang, JjfjtJ^fjj, instead of with 
the loany-siany, |^ ^ . We read in DE GROOT'S lleliyious System 
of China 2 that " the Chinese authors generally do not take the 
trouble to distinguish between these two terms (wang-liang and 
wang-siang)". Wang-siang, says DE GTROOT 3, are water-ghosts, as 
well as the lung, o r dragons, and he refers to Yu PAO'S Sftau 
then ki 4 , where a wang-siang is described as looking like " a 
child of three years with red eyes, a black complexion, big ears 
and long arms with red claws".

A Japanese commentator explains m itsu-Jui as "Water-snake" 
( 2JC ^ &ti ), find quotes several names and words in which lia 
means "snake"; if this is true, I ttteuha, no Me is "Female Water- 
snake". Another commentary, however, explains the word ha 
as ffi , "to produce", so that the name of the goddess would 
be: "The Woman who produces the water". FLORENZ does not 
know which explanation is right, nor can 1 decide.

§ 3. Watatsumi.

In another passage of the ĵ Hionyi 3 Izauami and Izanagi are 
said to have given birth to "gods of the sea", called " Watalsumi 
no Mikoto'"1 ( ^*jjf fjfj), or» a s ^ n ^- m> P- "^ (Jinimu Tenno), 
^ f|t, "little boys" or "boys of the sea". The Chinese characters 
with which this name is written agree with Yo PAO'S above- 
mentioned description of the ioan<j-$iany as little children; these 
terms are apparently identical with "sea-gods", $rf jjiljl. FIORENZ 
explains the name " Wiita-teu-mi" as "Lords of the sea", wata 
being an old word for sea, and m l a kind of honorific epithet. 
The same commentator, however, who saw in J fiteti/ui no Me a 
"Female Water-snake", considers Watu-tsu-mi to be "Snakes of 
the Sea", m i being an old word for snake. It- is not impossible 
that he is right, and that the old Japanese sea-gods were snakes 
or dragons.

§ 4. Mizuchi, the river-gods. 

The name of the river-gods, " mizuchi", or "water-fathers",

[&, written by MINAMOTO NO SHITAGAU, -j|3
2 Vol. V, Ch. Ill, p. 521. 3 Ibidem.
4 Ch. XII. See above, p. 81, note 1.

5 Ch. I, p. 12; FLORENZ, 1.1., Ch.IV,p. 39; jj^ A >M jjjd

who lived 911-983.



133

which is found in Ch. XI of the Jtfihonyi ', is written with 
the character $[_,, kciti, which means a horned dragon 2. ASTON 3 
says: "The River-Gods have no individual names. They are called 
generally m idzu-clu or water-father. Japanese dictionaries describe 
the m idzu-cld as an animal of the dragon species with four legs. 
HEPBURN, in his Japanese-English Dictionary, calls it a large 
water-snake. The difference is not material. The dragon-kings of 
Chineae nryth (of whom Toyotamahiko is an echo) are in India 
the Naga Raja, or cobra-kings". After having stated that River- 
gods are prayed to for rain in time of drought, ASTON gives a 
translation of the above-mentioned interesting passage of the 
Nihongi, which we may quote in extenso:

"A. D. 379 (67th year of the Emperor Nintokn). This year, 
at a fork of the River Ivahashima, in the central division of 
the Province of Kibi, there was a great water-dragon (mizuchi) 
which harassed the people. Now when travellers were passing 
that place on their journey, they were sure to be affected 
by its poison, so that many died. Hereupon Agatamori, the 
ancestor of the Omi of Kasa, a man of tierce temper and of 
great bodily strength, stood over the pool of the river-fork and 
flung into the water three whole calabashes, saying: 'Thou art 
continually belching up poison and therewithal plaguing travellers. 
I will kill thee, thou water-dragon (&[_,). If thou, canst sink these 
calabashes, then will I take myself away, but if thou canst not sink 
them, then will I cut thy body to pieces'. Now the water-dragon 
changed itself into a deer and tried to draw down the calabashes, 
but the calabashes would not sink. So with upraised sword he 
entered the water and slew the water-dragon. He further sought 
out the water-dragon's fellows. Now the tribe of all the water- 
dragons filled a cave in the bottom of the pool. He slew them 
every one, and the water of the river became changed to blood. 
Therefore that water was called the pool of Agatamori'' 4.

ASTON also refers to another passage of the Xihonyi (Ch. XI, 
p. 197), where we read about a similar experiment with two 
calabasses, by which a man who was to be offered to a river-god 
saved his life. It was in the eleventh year of the Emperor 
Nintoku's reign (A. D. 32P>), and the Emperor had dreamt that 
a god pointed out to him two men, who had to be sacrificed to 
the god of the Northern river, in order to enable the people to 
complete the embankment, which gave way in two places. One

i

1 K. T. K., Vol. I, p. 209. 
3 Shinto, p . 150. ~

2 See above, p. 73. 
4 Ch. XI, p. 209.
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of them plunged into the water and died, whereupon one of the 
parts of the embankment could be completed. The other man, 
however, showed the god's powerlessness by means of the cala 
bashes which he (the god) could not submerge; and the remaining 
part of the embankment was made without the loss of this 
man's life. From this passage we learn that in ancient times 
human sacrifices were made to the dragon-shaped river-gods.

§ 5. Oho-watataumi, the sea-god.

Finally we must mention the sea-god Oho-irata-tsii-ini no Mikolo, 
in whose name we again find the term "Sea-lord" or "Sea-snake", 
spoken of in the preceding text. He is also called Toyo-tama 
hiko no 3/ikoto ("Abundrmt-Pearl-Prince''), and his daughter's 
name is " Toyo-tama-bime" ("Abundant-Pearl-Princess, JH; 3S j(|5)- 
This god had his magnificent palace at the bottom of the sea, 
and when his daughter announced him that she had seen reflected 
in the well before the gate the face of a beautiful youth who was 
sitting in the cassia tree close by, he received Hiko-hohodemi   
for this was the youth   in a hospitable way. Afterwards the 
guest married the princess and lived in the palace for three 
years. Then, however, he returned to the earth (according to the 
Kojild on the back of a wuni, ^0^, one fathom long) and was 
followed by h is consort, for whom he had built a "parturition- 
house'' on the seashore. She begged him not to look at her 
while she was giving birth, but he was too curious and peeped 
in, whereupon he saw that his wife had become a ioani (Kojiki), 
or drayon (Nihongi). Angry and ashamed she abandoned her 
child, Jimmu Tenno's father, and returned to the Sea-god's 
palace '.

§ 6. Wani.

The word wani, which is written either phonetically ( ffi ifjjf) 
or with the character jj§, indicating a crocodile, is found once 
more in Chapter I of the Nikonyi (p. 40). We read there: 
"Further it is said that Koto-shiro-nushi no kami changed him 
self into a beai'-u'ani, eight fathoms long (ytt-hiro no kiitna-wain,

L
1 Nihongi, Oh. II, pp. 02 seqq.; Kojiki, _£ , ^ -f- J& , jjjjjj j£ ^ , K. T. K. 

Vol. VII, p. 59: ft /\ ̂  j$ jjjg jfjj H| -gj f| $fo Q Nihongi, p . 63: ft 

ff; p. GO (a variant): ^ ̂  ,\ ̂  ̂  jfg fif (Wani) ^) ^J M ^o
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A H fa $f )  The epithet "bear" means "strong as a bear" '. 
As to the word loani, one version of the Hohodemi legend 2 says 
that the sea-princess became a want, and according to another 
version she changed into a drayon; in the former the same words 
are used as in the above-mentioned passage about Koto-shiro- 
uushi no kami: "Toyotama-bime changed into a big bear-wani, 
eight fathoms long, which crept about". ASTON 3, in a note to 
this passage, supposes that the word mini is not a Japanese, 
but a Korean word, n-umj-i, which should simply mean: king. 
FLORENZ* agrees with him, and they base their opinion upon the 
fact that the legend has strong Chinese features. Although the 
Indian notions about the Nfiga-kings related above (Introduction) 
are easily to be recognized in the Japanese legend, yet I think we 
must not go as far as to consider the whole story Avestern, nor 
have we the right to suspect the old word want on account of 
the fact that a part of the legend is of foreign origin. Why 
should the ancient Japanese or Koreans have called these sea- 
monsters "kings", omitting the word ''dragon", which is the 
most important part of the combined term "dragon-king"? And 
if the full term were used in Korea, certainly the Japanese 
would not have taken up only its last part. In my opinion the 
wani is an old Japanese dragon- or serpent-shaped sea-god, and 
the legend is an ancient Japanese tale, dressed in an Indian 
garb by later generations. The oldest version probably related 
how Hohodemi went to the sea-god, married his daughter and 
obtained from him the two jewels of ebb and flood, or some 
other means to punish his brother by nearly drowning him; 
afterwards, when having returned to the earth, he built the 
parturition-house, and breaking his promise of not looking at 
his wife when she was giving birth, saw that she had changed 
into a wani, i . e. an enormous sea-monster. As to the pearls, 
although mysterious jewels are very common in the Indian tales 
about the Niiga-kings, it is possible that also Japanese sea-gods 
were believed to possess them, as the sea conceals so many treasures 
in her depths; but it may also be an Indian conception. When 
later generations got acquainted with the Chinese and Indian 
dragons, they identified their wani with the latter, and embellished 
their old legends with features, borrowed from the Indian Naga 
tales. The magnificent palace is of Indian origin, and, as ASTON 5

1 FLORENZ, 1.1., p. 148, note 89. 
3 Niltonyi, Vol. I, p. 61, note 3. 
5 Shinto, pp. 113 seqq.

2 Nihoncji, Ch. II, p. 66. 
4 L.I. p. -148, note 89.
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points out, the castle gate and the (cassia) tree before it, as 
well as the well which serves as a mirror, form a combination 
not unknown to European folklore. Europe probably also got 
them from India, the cradle, of Western and Eastern legends.

After having written this I got acquainted with the interesting 
fact, pointed out by F. W. K. MULLER ', that a similar myth is 
to be found as well on the Kei islands as in the Minahassa. 
The resemblance of several features of this myth with the 
Japanese one is so striking, that we may be sure that the latter 
is of Indonesian origin. Probably the foreign invaders, who in 
prehistoric times conquered Japan, came from Indonesia and 
brought this myth with them. In the Kei version the man who 
had lost the hook, lent to him by his brother, enters the c louds 
in a boat and at last finds the hook in the throat of a fish. In 
the Minahassa legend, however, he dives into the sea and arrives 
at a village at the bottom of the mater. There he discovers the 
hook in the throat of a y irl, and is brought home on the back 
of a biy jish. And like Hohodemi punished his brother by nearly 
drowning him by means of the jewel of flood-tide, so the hero 
of the Minahassa legend by his prayers caused the rain to come 
down in torrents upon his evil friend. In Japan Buddhist influence 
evidently has changed the village in the sea into the palace of 
a Dragon king, but in the older version the sea-god and his 
daughter have kept their original shapes of wani, probably a 
kind of crocodiles, as the Chinese character indicates. An old 
painting of Sensai Eitaku, reproduced by MULLEU, shows Hoho 
demi returning home on the back of a crocodile, ft is quite 
possible that the form of this Indonesian myth introduced into 
Japan spoke about crocodiles, and that the vague conception of 
these animals was retained under the old name of wani, which 
may be an Indonesian word.

On p. 149 of the same work ASTON says: "There can be little 
doubt that the lonni is really the Chinese dragon. It is frequently 
so represented in Japanese pictures. I have before rne a print 
which shows Toyotama-hiko and his daughter with di-tit/on.*' lieads 
appearing over their human ones. This shows that he was conceived 
of not only as a Lord of Dragons, but as a dragon himself.. .. 
In Japanese myth the serpent or dragon is almost always asso-

 1 Myths dcr Kei-lnsulancr und Vcnuaiidlus, Zeitschrift fUr Ethnologic, Vol. XXV 

(1893), pp. 533 sqq. Or II. H. JmNBOLi, kindly pointed out to me the existence of these 

Kei and Minahassa myths and Dr MULLER'S interesting article. Cf. KERN, in the periodi 

cal entitled "Bijdragen tot de taal-, land en volkenkunde van Ned. Indie", 1893, p. 501; 

JUYNDOLL, ibidem, 1894, p. 712, note 1.
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ciated with water in some of its forms". He gives the print on 
the same page, and we see at once that we are here not so 
much on C/tinene, as on fnd'um territory. In the Introduction (pp. 
4 sq.) I have referred to GRtrNWKDEi/s description of the dragon in 
Indian art, so that I need not explain that "the dragon's heads 
appearing over the human one" form quite an Indian motive, 
transferred to China and from there to Korea and Japan. As the 
sea-god in his magnificent palace was an Indian conception, 
Japanese art represented him, of course, in an Indian way. This 
is, however, no proof that the wani originally was identical with 
the Naga, or with the Chinese-Indian dragon-kings.

§ 7. The jewels of flood and ebb.

In regard to the jewels of flood-tide and ebb-tide we may 
refer to the Mizu kagami'1, which contains a legend apparently 
made in imitation of the Hiko-Hohodemi tale in the Kojiki and 
the Xihonrji. It runs as follows. In the year 200, when the 
Empress Jingo (200 260) arrived in Korea, she took some sea 
water in her hand and prayed from far to the god of Kashima 
(in Hitachi) and Kasuga (Takemikazuchi, who had a famous old 
temple at Kashima and another on the hill of Kasuga at Nara, 
under the name of Kasuga-daimyojin; the latter was, however, 
not built before 710). Then came the gods of Kasuga and Sumiyoshi 
and Suwa, clad in armour and with helmets on their heads, to the 
Empress's ship. Kasuga sent the Great God (Daimyojin) of Kawa- 
kami 2 as a messenger to the Dragon-palace (^ **j? , ryugu) at 
the bottom of the sea, and this mighty river-god took the "pearl 
of ebb'' and the "pearl of flood" from the Great Dragon-king 
Sagara 3 and brought them with him to the surface. While the 
Korean warships were put up in battle array, the pearl of ebb, 
thrown into the sea, made the water suddenly dry up 4. Then 
the king of Koma entered the sea-bed with his troops in order 
to destroy the Japanese fleet; but as soon as he did so the god 
of Kawakami, following Kasuga's order, threw the pearl of flood

S' Ch ' Jt. jjiljl ^   K" T- K" Vo1 ' XVI1' P- 351 '' written in the second 
half of the twelfth century.

2 ^qj" J^ , the "Rain-Master" ( pj^j gjjj ), see below, Ch. IV.

3 j/J? ig in, also mentioned in the Fuso ryakki, Shomu Tenno, K. T. K. Vol. VI, 
p. 564. He is one of the eight Great Dragon-Kings, cf. above, p. 4.

4 * f 11 i> *% m f I £ - "P % ii ̂  ; ̂  ; as 7
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into the sea, and behold, all of a sudden the water rose tremendously 
and filled the whole sea-bed. The frightened troops all prayed 
for their lives, for the water covered even the whole of Koma 
land. Then the pearl of ebb was thrown into the sea again, and 
the water sank. So the Empress by Kasuga's assistance conquered 
the enemy's army without shedding a single drop of blood, and 
obtained three ships laden with tributes and treasures from the 
king of Koma.

In the XStonyi ' we read that in the second year of the Emperor 
Chuai's reign (A. D. 193) the Empress Jingo found in the sea a 
mjo-i-tama^lftj ^ 3S), a "jewel which grants all desires" (cintrnnani). 
About such jewels the Indian Naga tales have taught us above 2. 
FLOKENZ observes in a note to this passage 3, that the Usa no miya 
eiii/i 4 states that the Empress obtained two jewels from the Dragon- 
palace, the " Jian-ju" and the " mnnju"1 , the above-mentioned ebb 
and flood-jewels, and that this book describes them as being 
about five sun long, the former white and the latter blue.

§ 8. Take-iwa Tatsu no Mikoto, the dragon-god of a sacred 
pond in Higo province.

The Sandai jit.mrofcu J mentions a Japanese dragon in the 
following passage. "In Jogwan 6 (A. D. 864), on the 26th day 
of the 12th month, the Dazaifu ( ^?f?jfif, the Government of 
Tsukushi, i. e. the present Kyushu, which had its seat in Chikuzen) 
reported to the Emperor the following facts: 'In Higo province, 
Aso district, in the sacred pond of Take-iwn Tatsu no Mikoto 
(lit Hr fill nj?)> "The Dragon-god of the Strong Rock", a god of 
the upper second rank and the fifth Order of Merit (||{(, fam), 
in the night of the third of the tenth month of last year [i. e . 
the same year 864, because this would be "last year'' at the 
time when the Emperor received the letter] a sound was heard 
and a shaking motion observed. The water of the pond leapt up 
into the air and fell down in the East and West; that wich fell 
in Eastern direction spread like a long strip of cloth, about ten 
cho broad. The colour of the water was like that of shoyu (red); 
it stuck to plants and trees, and even after ten days its traces

1 Ch. VIII, p. 156: ^0
2 Introd., p. 10. 3 L. 1., pp. 222, note 13. 
4 Usa Hachiman no miya enyi, ; copied by USA JUEF,

5 ' written in 910; K.T.K., Vol. IV, Ch. IX, p. 167.



144 143

had not yet vanished. Further, in the same night one of the 
three stone gods, about 4 jo high, which from olden times had 
stood on the mountain peak of Hime-gami (the "Female Deity"), 
was broken. The officials of the Dazaifu, having practised tortoise 
divination, positively declared that these occurrences were omens 
of (litt. corresponded with) calamity of water [ ^JC ^ > mi-eki, 
litt. "water-pestilence"; in the following text, however, hei-eli, 
"war-pestilence", is said to have been predicted by the diviners]" '.

On the tenth day of the second month of the following year 
(8G5 A. D.) the Emperor issued a proclamation 2, in which he 
said that the aforesaid evil omens were due to his own bad 
reign and that he therefore thenceforth would earnestly pray to 
the gods and reign better than before. He said that the water 
of the sacred pond spoken of by the Da/aifu never increased 
even if it rained excessively, nor decreased even in times of 
drought (litt. excessive sunshine) 3, and that divination had made 
out that the sudden throwing up of its water was an omen of 
war 4. He was much grieved, he said, but hoped to stop these 
bad influences by reigning better than before. And seven days 
later 5 he despatched two messengers to the Imperial mausolea 
at Yamashina and made them read there a. written message to 
his ancestor Tenji Tenno, by which he communicated the whole 
matter to him and besought him to ward off this calamity.

Of so much importance were the "Dragon-god of the strong 
Rock" and his sacred pond. It is the first time that we meet 
the word tatsu used separately^ in the sense of drayon (in the 
Nihomji only to be found iu the name Tatmta, "Dragon-field"), 
and we may be sure that we meet here with a very old Japanese 
dragon-divinity. The same pond is mentioned in the Nikon koki°, 
but without the name of the god to whom it belonged. We 
read there in a proclamation of the Emperor Kwammu in the 
year 796 A.D. the following: "The Dazaifu has reported that in

2 Cli. X, p. 173.

3 $&n \fo rift n *f . & /til rift
4 H&#f £.:E^^I*I. 5 oh. x, p. 174.
6 0 2(5C ^ !£' written in 841; Oh. V, K. T. K. Vol. Ill, p. 2: -^

, HE # H W H SB Ul ± # ?S . £ « 0 i* ̂  fife.
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Higo province, Aso district, there is in the mountains a water 
(numa, ffl, not only a swamp, but a water bigger than a pond 
and smaller than a lake) which is called 'The Sacred Pond" 
(W HI ?Hi' Shinreichi). For many years past even in times of 
large floods or heavy droughts the water of that pond did not 
rise nor fall. Now, however, it has, without any reason, decreased 
more than twenty jo. According to the diviners this means cala 
mity of drought ( ^L]£, lan-eli, litt. 'pestilence of drought')" 1 . 
In 840 it fell 40 jo 2, and the Emperor ordered the people by 
proclamation to pray for averting this bad omen 3.

§ 9. An Emperor's dragon-tail.

In the Aaioshu * a funny explication is given of the use of the 
word b iro (Jig ^|) in the sense of dotai ( |sj ^TJS, "same body"). 
According to some people, says the writer, this is due to the fact 
that the Emperor Ojin (270 310, the Empress Jingo's son, 
deified as Hachimau in 712) had a dragon's tail, because he 
was a descendant of the sea-god (Jimmu Teuno, his ancestor, being 
the grandson of the sea-god's daughter 5). In order to hide this 
tail he invented the suso or skirt. One day, however, when he 
left the room, the tail was still inside when a lady-in-waiting 
shut the slidiug-doors and pinched the tail between them. Then 
the Emperor exclaimed: "Biryu", "(I am) a tailed dragon". 
Afterwards this word b iryti was changed into b iro with the 
meaning of "same body", because the Emperor had meant to 
say that what was between the door was also belonging to his 
body (!). The author of the A inosho believes the legend of Ojin 
Tenno's dragon's tail, because, says he, Toyotamabime's sou 
Ugaya-fuki-aezu no Mikoto married his own aunt, also a daughter 
of the sea-god, a younger sister of his mother, called Tamayori- 
hime, with whom he begot four sons, the youngest of whom 
was Jimmu Tenno. Therefore in his opinion it is quite possible 
that Jimmu's descendants had dragon-tails!

JjN ) Ch. IV and

IX . K. T. K. Vol.

1 The same tiling is to be found in the Nihon isshi, pf ^fo 
XIII, K. T. K. Vol. VI, pp. 39 and 303.

2 Shoku, Nihon Koki, fij* Q $ ̂  $£' w l'itten in 8C9 ; 
Ill, p. 285.

3 Same work, Ch. IX, p. 288. Cf. Ch. X, p. 293.
4 J;:fe i|B -^y?, an encyclopaedia written in 1440 by the Buddhist priest GYOGO,

4=f M; Ch. VII, nr 21, p. 19. 5 See above, p. 139.' ••

Veih. Kon. Akad. T Wetenaeh. (Afd. Lelterk.) N. R. Dl XIII, N . 2. 10



CHAPTER II.

THE CHINESE DRAGON AND THE DRAGON-HORSE AS OMENS IN JAPAN.

In China the dragon often and the dragon-horse always belong, 
as we have stated above', to the very good omens. The Japanese, 
who have altogether embraced the opinions of the Chinese upon 
the subject of forebodings, did not hesitate to believe in the 
truth of their assertions also iu regard to the appearance of 
dragons.

§ 1. Flying dragon as horae of a ghost or a slen.

The Chinese dragon, flying through the air, is mentioned in 
the Xikonyi'-, where we read: "On the first day of the fifth 
month of the first year of the Empress Saiinei's reign (635) there 
appeared in the sky a man riding on a dragon. In shape he 
re&embled a Chinese, and he wore a blue (broad-rimmed bamboo) 
hat (covered with) oiled silk. Galloping from Katsuragi peak lie 
disappeared into the Ikoma mountains; at noon he galloped away 
from the top of Sumi no e (Sumiyoshi, ^ ̂ ) 's Pine-tree Peak 
in a western direction".

The Fuso ryakki 3 gives the same legend and adds: "The people 
of that time said: 'It is the soul of Soga Toyora no O-omi 
Ernishi". This was a famous minister who had died in A.D. 645, 
son of Umako and grandson of Iname, the first protectors of 
Buddhism; Iname had erected the first Buddhist temple, Kogenji 
or Katsurayi-AQm, which was destroyed in 645 at the fall of the 
Soga family. Although it is not stated in the text of the Nihonyi, 
probably the appearance of this dragon, as horse of a sien 4, in 
the beginning of the Empress's reign was a very good omen, as

1 Book I, Ch. II, pp. 43 59. 2 Ch. XXVI, p. 457.

3 %& ^f*. [3& Hjl , written about 1150 by the Buddhist priest KWO-EN,

teacher of the famous GENKU ; K. T. K. Vol. VI, p. 516, Ch. IV.
4 See above, Book I, Ch. Ill, § 9, p. 83.
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well as that of the yellow dragon which was seen ascending 
from the northwestern mountains to the sky in A. D. 887, at the 
Emperor Uda's accession to the Throne '.

§ 2. Dragon-horsea.

In the NUiongi* we read: "The Emperor (Kotoku Tenno, in 
the sixth year of his reign, i. e. 650) said: 'When a holy 
sovereign appears in the world and reigns the empire, Heaven 
in correspondence therewith gives yood omens. In olden times, 
under the reign of the monarchs of the Western country (China), 
Chceng Wang of the Cheu dynasty and Ming Ti of the Han dynasty 
[in reality of the Tsin dynasty], white pheasants appeared. Under 
the reign of the Japanese Emperor Honda (Ojin Teuno, 270- BIO 
A. D.) a white raven nestled in the Palace, and in the time of 
the Emperor Osazaki (Nintoku Tenno, 311 399 A.D.) a drac/on- 
horse ( fff{ !!§, ryu-me, or tatnu no uma) 3 appeared in the West. 
Thus from olden times down till the present day there are many 
instances of the appearance of lucky omens in correspondence 
with the presence of virtuous men".

Also the Enyishiki* enumerates the dragon-horse among the 
lucky omens (jjf^J^j). It is called there a "divine horse" (jjjljl ,B|), 
and is described as follows: "It has a long neck and wings at 
its sides. When it treads upon the water it does not sink" 5. 
The dragon is mentioned in the same list, with the following- 
description borrowed from China: "He has five colours and walks 
(or flies) about; he can make himself invisible or visible, small 

or big".
The Shoku Nihongi ° and the Shoht Nihon koki 7 quote Chinese

1 Fuso njakki, C h. XXII, p. G37:

835.
2 Ch. XXV, P. 451: jg £ t

f

3 See above, pp. 56 sqq.
4 £[£ lit T)L!, "Ceremonies of the Engi era" (901   922), written in 927 by 

FUJIWABA NO TOKUIIHA and TADAIIIRA (§ D^ B^ 2^ and ^ 2p); Cli. XXI,

K. T. K. Vol. XIII, p. 653: jjjty j| ( fSection

5 Cf. the Shui ying fu, above p. 57.

6 ^ f\ 7k ii^ written in 797; Ch. IX, K. T. K. Vol. II, p. 145: "The Hiao
/|^5^l r~~* I F"*J

king, Sect. "Covenants of assisting gods", says: 'When the Son of Heaven is obedient
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expressions in regard to tortoises and dragons appearing as signs 
of the reign of a good emperor. .

The Nihon Sundui jitsuroku ' compares a cloudy vapour, which 
hung under the sun on the 27th day of the 7th month ot 
A. D. 883, with a dragon-horse, and states that in A. D. 885 the 
"dragon-star" (ff Jjl) appeared twice 2, reason why the name 
of the era was changed (apparently it was considered a bad 
omen), as the Emperor informed to the people in a proclamation, 
and Gwangyo 9 was replaced by Niuna 1.

In the Konjaku monogatari 3 we find a much mutilated passage 
about a dragon-horse which flew through the air in Shomu 
Tenno's time (72-4-749).

The Musu kagami* mentions the dragon-horse only in regard 
to its capacity of crossing broad rivers. In 1221, when Hqjo 
Yoshitoki ruarched from Kamakura to Kyoto against the Emperor 
Juntoku, the rivers Fujigawa and Teuryugawa (^ f | J||, 
"Celestial Dragon-River") were swollen by the rains to such a 
degree, "that even a dragon-horse could not have crossed them".

An interesting passage with regard to the dragon-horse is found 
in the Taiheiki ', where such an excellent horse tt is said to 
have been presented by Enya Takasada to the Emperor Godaigo 
(1318 1339). His Majesty praised it highly, and said that it 
was certainly a "Heavenly horse" (temma, ^ J|). At his question 
whether the fact that such a horse had appeared during his reign, 
was a good or a bad omen, the answer of the courtiers was, that it 
was an extremely lucky sign, due to His Majesty's own virtues. 
As phoenixes appeared at the Chinese Emperor Shun's time

to his parents, celestial dragons descend and terrestrial tortoises appear'." (jfe?1 &&
^Jji|^0o ^T^> MIJ^H!!^ itbflffl a ). C* above, 'pp. 
38, 40, 43 sq.

~ 7 HI 0 2J5C ^f |B, written in 809; Ch. XVIII, K. T. K. Vol. Til, p. 401.

1 0 2pC H ft Hf |$> wi"e" in 901 ; Gli. XLIV, K. T. K. Vol. IV, p. 607. 
Cf. the Fuso njahki, Ch. XX, K. T. K. Vol. VI, p. GIG.

2 Ch. XLV1I, p. 057.
3 -^ ^ ijfy =35- , written by MINAMOTO NO TAKAKUNI, -jj^ |JJ|- [gj , who lived 

1004  -1077, i.e. Uji DAINAGON; Ch. XI, K. T. K. Vol. XVI, p. 54G.
4 J^l^, written in 1340  -1350; Ch. II, K. T. K. Vol. XVII, p. 1012.

5 2 written about 1 382 h. XIII, p. 1.

G Excellent horses were often called "flying dragons" (fl|| jalL f&i l"ng) by the 
Chinese, cf. the Nikon koki, Ch. XII, K. T. K. Ill, p. 48, and the Slioku Nihon koki, 
Ch. Ill, K.T K. Ill, p. 199.
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(supposed to have reigned B. C. 2255   2205), and a kilin iu the 
age of Confucius, so this heavenly horse was an excellent omen for 
the period, foreboding at the same time the Emperor's long 
reign and life, and the glory of Buddhism. They further related 
how at the time of a Chinese Emperor, Muh YVaug of the Cheu 
dynasty, eight heavenly horses had appeared, all having different 
names, and how the Emperor, drawn by them all, had visited every 
place of the world '. So all those present congratulated Godaigo 
with his horse, exoept Fujiwara no Fujifusa. When his opinion 
was asked, he declared to be convinced that it was not a good 
omen, and he too referred to Chinese examples to confirm his 
statement; The houses of two Emperors of the Han dynasty, 
Wen and Kwang Wu, who had refused such presents, had had 
a long and lucky reign, he said, while that of Muh, who had. 
used the eight heavenly horses, had soon declined. Those horses 
were only a metamorphosis of the Fang constellation ( Jf/, the 
eleventh of the zodiacal constellations), and an omen of the fall 
of the Cheu dynasty. Godaigo, on hearing these words, was 
angry and put a stop to the festivities of the day. Not believing 
Fujifusa's pessimistic prediction he accepted the horse, and a 
few years later (1336) the great schism of the Southern and 
Northern Courts seemed to prove the truth of Fujifusa's words.

The same work 2 relates how the Emperor Godaigo gave the 
aforesaid dragon-horse to Nitta Yoshisada, when he despatched 
him to Owari province (1335). It was expected to cover the 
distance, which would have required four or five clays with an 
ordinary horse, in half a day, so that he could be back in Kyoto 
that very evening. In a few hours he arrived in Omi province, 
but there the animal suddenly died, which was, of course, a very 
evil foreboding.

Finally, we may mention a dragon-horse which certainly was 
not a harbinger of evil, namely that on which the Empress Jingo 
after her Consort Chuai's death (200 A. D.) flew through the air 
to Sugiyama at Ikeda, Buzen province, where she prayed to the 
gods for assistance with respect to her expedition against Korea. 
Then the Four Deva Kings, with eight white flags 
j{ lj^|) in their hands, descended from Heaven 3.

1 Cf. above, p. 59.
2 Ch. XIV, p. 14.
3 Sansha takusen ri/akusho, — jjf^ ff£ J§L E^f ^ ; author ""known; the year 

Keian 3 (1050) is mentioned as date of the epilogue. Zoku zoku gnnsho niijii. Vol. I, 
p. 741.
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§ 3. Carriage of a ghost drawn through the air by eight dragona.

In connection with the same Emperor a third tale in the 
Taiheiki ' may be mentioned. Oraori Morinaga, who had conquered 
Godaigo's loyal general, Kusunoki Masasliige (1336), one evening 
saw the latter's ghost appearing in the garden and trying to 
deprive him of his sword. He questioned the spirit by whom 
he was accompanied, whereupon Masasliige answered that the 
Emperor Godaigo, that Emperor's son Prince Morinaga (killed at 
Kamakura in 1335) and Nitta Yoshisada had come with him. 
Omori lighted a torch and, looking upwards, discovered in a big 
cloud twenty demons carrying on their shoulders the Imperial 
sedan-chair; then followed the Prince in a carriage drawn by 
eight drayons*, and Yoshisada rode in front with more than 
three thousand horsemen. This reminds us of a sentence ia the 
Gempei seisuiki 3, a quotation from the Ba-iku-hjo 4, which says 
that "in heaven a horse is made into a dragon and among men 
a dragon is made into a horse" 3. The number eight is stereo 
typical in these legends about dragons ridden by kings or gods, 
or drawing their carriages. So we read about a Buddhistic god 
with twelve faces and forty two arms brandishing swords and 
lances, and riding eight dragons in the air amidst rain and wind  .

§ 4. A dragon appears aa a good omen- 

The Kanden jihitsu 7 describes a dragon which was seen under 
a bridge near Unavva village, Harima province, at the foot of 
Mount Shiko. It was seven shaku long, had one horn, hands 
and feet, and its body had the colour of leaves of a tree tinged 
with a golden lustre. Jt was a beautiful animal, exactly like the 
red dragons on pictures. When the villagers descended from the

\ Ch. XXIII, p. 3.

2 =

3 Ch. XXXVII, p. 982.

4 lllMf-

5 ^ ± - A 4 7 ^ ffL A # - A it 7 ^-1 ,
0 See below, Ch. IV, Taiheiki, Ch. XII, p. 96.

1 Bj3 JJJ '-fc ^t? , written by the same author who wrote the Kanden kohilsu,

i.e. BAN SUKEYOSHF, -Yffe ^ 3fc , who lived 1732 1806.
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bridge and stroked its horn, it was not afraid or angry, but 
apparently rejoiced. Afterwards the skin of this divine dragon 
was found near by, on the other side of the river. "This was 
not an evil dragon or a poisonous snake, but probably a lucky 
omen of a good reign. The fact that the crop of that very 
autumn was good, was brought into connection with the appearance 
of the dragon, which was (therefore) said to be a venerable 
being" '.

\ llyukka eetsnrin, Vol. jg| fC   , Ch. IV, p. 172. TheJJtuadaii ftciVofcit, ^ 

jfiijjfcffl (written in 1775 by NAKAYAMA ROM, -ffjl fi| |gj $$, , HyaUlca setsurin, 

Vol jjp -T ] ,,. 419) speaks about the officials appointed in ancient China for rearing 

dragons (cf. abo\e, Book I, Ch. Ill, § 8, p. 82), winch were not real dragons but horses; 
further, it treats of dragon pictures

Another work of the Ilyakka sotsurin (Komjo manroku, ^ %jjy ^ $fc, written

in 1763 by Aoiu Komo, ^f ^ & ^, H yaW  set-uiin. Vol. IE   ' P- 88 ) 

mentions dragon-bones (cf. above, Book I, Ch. Ill, § 17, pp. 90 «qq). A Dutchman, to 
whom the author, AOKI, showed such a bone, declared it to he a stone, in agreement 

with a Chinese work.



CHAPTER III.

CAUSING RAIN. 

§ 1. Shinto gods.

The ancient annals of Japan very frequently speak of heavy 
droughts which threatened the country with hunger and misery. 
They were considered to be punishments, or at any rate plagues, 
from the gods, which could only be stopped by earnest prayers 
and offerings to the same divinities. The old, dragon-shaped 
river-gods (the eriver-uncles", $jf -|Q, kawa no kami) especially, 
from olden times believed to be the givers of rain, were besought 
not to withhold their blessings any longer from the parched 
and suffering land.

The Nihonyi ' tells us that in the first year of the Emperor 
Kogyoku's reign (012) there was a long drought which coiild 
not be stopped by the Shinto priests. In ASTON'S translation this 
passage runs as follows: "25th day. The Ministers conversed with 
one another, sajdng:   'In accordance with the teachings of 
the village hafuri [Shinto priests], there have been in some 
places horses and cattle killed as a sacrifice to the Gods of the 
various (Shinto) shrines, in others frequent changes of the market 
places [both old Chinese customs 9], or prayers to the River-gods. 
None of these practices have had hitherto any good result'. 
Then Soga no Oho-omi [Iruka, the last of the Soga's, who was 
killed in 645, together with his father Emishi; all the Soga's, 
luame, Umako, Emishi and Iruka, were mighty ministers and 
great protectors of Buddhism] answered and said:   'The 
Mahayana Sutra ought to be read by way of extract 3 in the 
temples, our sins repented of, as'Buddha teaches, and thus with 
humility rain should be prayed for'".

\ Ch. XXIV, K.T. K. Vol. I, p. 410.
2 Of. ASTON'S note to this passage (Nihongi, Vol. II, p. 174, note 4), aud FLORENZ'S 

note 3 (Nihongi, Japnnische Annalcti, Book XXII XXX, sec. ed., p. 75).

3 jjjjft SHi tendoku; A STON, p. 175, note 1: "the reading of passages of a book to 
represent the whole".
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«27th day. In the South Court of the Great Temple, the images 
of Buddha and of the Bosatsu (Bodhisattvas), and the images 
of the four Deva Kings, were magnificently adorned. A multi 
tude of priests, by humble reqiiest, read the Mahayaua Sutra. 
On this occasion Soga no Oho-omi held a censer in his hands, 
and having burnt incense in it, put up a prayer". 
«28th day. A slight rain fell".
"29th day. The prayers for rain being unsuccessful, the reading 
of the Siitra was discontinued".
"8th month, 1st day. The Emperor made a progress to the 
river-source of Minabuchi. Here he knelt down and prayed, 
worshipping towards the four quarters, and looking up to Heaven 
[Chinese style, as the Buddhist prayers had been without result]. 
Straightway there was thunder and a great rain, which eventually 
fell for five days, and plentifully bedewed the Empire. [One 
Avriting has:   'For five days there was continuoiis rain, aud the 
nine grains ripened']. Hereupon the peasantry throughout the 
Empire cried with one voice: 'Bansai', and said: 'An Emperor 
of exceeding virtiie' ".

Among the eighty five Shinto shrines to which messengers 
were despatched by the Court to pray for rain , the Lngishiki l 
mentions several river and water-deities, e. g. the gods of 
Kibune 2 and Mbu no kawakami 3, but also the Wind-gods of 
Tatsuta 4, the Thunder-god of Kamo 5 and many others. The 
Nilwncji a repeatedly uses the same words in regard to these 
prayers, namely: "The Emperor sent da.ibu (~fc^,, officials of 
a high rank) as envoys to the different Shinto temples in order 
to pray for rain; he also despatched messengers to pray to the 
god 0-imi of Hirose and to the Wind-gods of Tatsuta ( f | |JJ , 
'Dragonfield')". Was it accidental that the Wind-gods, who appeared 
to be also givers of rain, had their shrine at a place called

Ch. Ill (JJUJI jft H, £ ^), K- T. K. Vol. XIII, p. 143:

  M ( S
3 >Pf£ Jll   
4 f I ffl Jjth =L M
5 ft&JWMwt
G Ch. XXX, P, 565: g| gg ft ff M . X
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"Dragon-field"? The word tatsu, dragon, is, as far as I know, not 
found in the Ĵ ikongi, except in this name, but the fact that 
the ancient Japanese had such a word indicates that they them 
selves knew a kind of dragons before they were taught by 
Koreans and Chinese about the existence of the Chinese dragons. 
They identified these tat-m, with the lung ( ff|[), and, as we have 
seen above (p. 138), wrote the name of their "water-fathers", 
muuc/ii, with the character ifeL, Jfiu (the horned dragon), while 
the word okami was written by means of a character, partly 
consisting of rain and dragon.

Their dragons were kami, gods ', who lived in rivers and seas, 
valleys and mountains (in rivulets, lakes and ponds), bestowing 
rain on their worshippers. That those river-gods could also cause 
w i n d we learn from the above quoted passage of the Nikonyi z, 
where the god of the Northern river is said to have made a 
whirlwind arise in order to submerge the calabashes. So the 
three kinds of dragons, to be found in Japan, original Japanese, 
Chinese and Indian, all have one feature in common, i. e. the 
faculty of causing rain; while the winds belong to the dominion 
of the former two.

The Shoku Nihcmyi* states that in 715 the Emperor Gwammei 
sent messengers to pray for rain to "famous mountains and large 
livers" (^ |Jj -fc J ||), whereupon the rain came down in torrents 
within a few days. It is remarkable that he at the same time 
established religious festivals in the two great Buddhist temples 
of Nara, Kofukuji and Horyuji, and despatched messengers to 
the different Shinto temples with nusa (^ ffi, offerings of hemp 
and bark-fibre 4). We often observe this dualism in the measures 
taken by the Emperors to stop drought or too much rain, 
especially in later times, \vhen Buddhism became more and more 
powerful 5.

\ SATOW, The Revival of pure Shintu, Transactions of the Asiatic Society of Japan, 
App. Vol. Ill 1, p. 43; ASTON, Shinto, p . 9.

2 Cli. XI, p. 197. 3 Ch. VI, K. T. K. Vol. II, p. 02.
4 Cf. ASTON, Shinto, pp. 213 seqq.
5 Cf. Sandai jilsuroku, Ch. V, K. T. K. Vol. IV, pp. 87 seq.: "On the fifteenth day 

the Emperor sent messengers to the Seven temples of Famous Shinto gods near the 
capital in order to offer nusa and to pray for rain...... On the sixteenth he invited

priests of all the great Buddhist temples, GO men, to come to the Palace and read 

there the Dai Hannya, kyo ( Mahaprajnaparamita sutra) by way of extract; this was 

limited to a space of three days; it is a prayer for sweet rain (in the text three 
months is written; if this is right, the meaning must be, that this sutra, in praying for 

rain, never had to be read longer than three months; but probably the character
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The Shinto gods Avho were believed to cause rain were also 
considered to be able to put a stop to it, and we often read 
of prayers offered to them to that effect. In times of drought 
mostly messengers were despatched to the different rain-bestowing 
gods within the so-called gokitud ( 3Ljfi| pfcj ), the five provinces 
adjoining the capital, i. e. Yamashiro, Yamato, Kawachi, Izumi 
and Settsu '. The most powerful in this respect was apparently 
the river-god of Ĵ ibu kawakanii ( ^J-^feJII _t jjity) mentioned 
in the Engishiki 2 among the ten temples of Yoshino district, 
Yamato province. Not only hemp and fibre were offered to this 
river-god, but occasionally also a black horse in order to cause 
him to give rain 3. His dragon-shape is evident from the term 
a Ram-manter" ( ^ £jjj , U-shi, by which he was often designated 
in imitation of the Chinese dragons 4, and which appears to have

EJ is a misprint for H ). On the eighteenth day it thundered, and a little rain

slightly moistened (the earth). On the nineteenth there was an earthquake, and the 

slight rain forthwith stopped. The reading of the sutra was prolonged for two days 

more, because a good, moistening rain had not yet been obtained".
\ Shoku Nihongi, Ch. VII, XI, XXXVIt, K.T. K. Vol. II, pp. 103, 187, 076.

2 Ch. IX, K.T. K. Vol. XIII, p. 291.

3 Shoku Nihoncji, Ch. XXXIX, p. 739: ^ || |f ^ -ft- ^ J|| _£ jjjty o

0f r^ ifit o Nil'on k"ki> Ch ' XVI1' K" T' K- VoL m' P- 82 ' -&"i7W/»*ii Ch. Ill, 

K.T. K. Vol. XIII, p. 144.
4 Cf. above, Book I, Ch. V, pp. 109 sqq. We find this term passim in the Shoku Nihon 

kold (K. T. K. Vol. Ill, p. 281 : pj| gj|j ^ ̂  ̂  [JtJ ^ , "Tha Rain-Masters 

suddenly ran on the four seas" (i.e. it rained over the whole country; p. 287: ^K

S IE £ ft T ;fl- £ Jil     ftfi P ]E £ i£  ' -n
order of the principal fifth rank was conferred upon the Rain-Master, god of Nibu 

kawakanii, who (hitherto) possessed the lower order of the principal fifth rank" ; p. 

300 (then he was raised to the lower order of the secondary fouith rank); p. 313 

(prayers for rain having been made at the temple of the same Rain-Master by an 
Imperial envoy, that very evening the rain came down); p. 397 (nusa were offered to 

him in order to cause him to stop the continuous lains); p. 402: "Nusa and silk were 

offered to the upper and lower shrines of Matsuo and Kamo, and to the shrines of 

Kibune and the Rain-Master, in order to pray for a sweet rain"; in the Sandai 
jitsuroku, K . T. K. Vol. IV, p. 41: nusa and a blue (i.e. dark) horse offered to the Rain - 

Master of Nibu kawakanii, in order to stop the continuous rains; p. 305: nnsa offered 

with the same purpose; p. 465: the same god raised to the principal third rank, and 
a black horse offered to him- in order to cause rain; etc.; and in the Nihon isshi, 
K. T. K. Vol. VI, Ch. XVIII, p. 184: nusa offered to the Rain-Master, to stop the rain; 

Ch. XXVI, p. 270: elevated to the secondary fifth rank and prayed to for rain; Ch. 

XXVII, p. 285: a black horse offered to him and prayed to for rain; p. 286: nusa 

offered; Ch. XXXI, p. 334: nusa and a horse offered, for stopping the continuous rains; 

p. 337: nusa offered and prayers made for rain; Ch. XXXVII, p. 412: nusa and a 

white horse from the Imperial stables offered in order to cause the Rain-Master to stop 

the abundant rains.
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been given to him as a special title. He was also prayed to for 
stopping wind an rain '.

The Kimpis/id - states that Court nobles had the care of the 
offerings sent by the Emperor to the Nibu and Kibune shrines 
in order to pray for rain or to cause the dragon-gods to put a 
stop to continuous rains. These nobles, however, did not go there 
themselves, but despatched officials of the Jingikwan, or, on 
special occasions, Court officials (kurabito). There were sixteen 
Shinto shrines the gods of which were worshipped for the purpose 
of causing or stopping rain, namely the seven "Upper shrines" 
(those of Ise, Iwashimizu, Kamo, Matsuo, Hirano, Inari and 
Kasuga), and further those of Oharano, Yamato Ishigami, Hirose 
and Tatsuta, Suiuiyoshi, Nibu and Kibune 3.

Finally, in Buzen province, Kamige district, there was in the 
so-called Tatsu no fucJd ( f| (TV^rJ), or "Dragon's Pool", an 
originally Japanese dragon, who was famous for bestowing rain 
upon those who prayed to him *. And in Echizen province, Sakai 
district, there is still nowadays a Shinto shrine of Kokuryu Myuj'm, 
H it ^ W > * the Black Dragon-god", on the bank of the 

Kuzuryu-c/awa, jl rjj( ^| J|[, or "River of the Nine-headed Dragon", 
also called Kokuryu-yaw<t, or "Black Dragon's Flood". If one 
prays there for rain, his prayer is certainly heard 5.

§ 2. Horaea offered to Shinto goda.

With regard to the horses offered to the rain-gods, we may 
refer to another passage  , where we read that in 838 white horses 
were offered twice to the god of Kibune ( M lu^SI)' on Mount 
Kurama near Kyoto, another famous rain-god, and to the afore-

\ Shoku. Nihon koki, C h. VIII, p. 247.
2 (fefc ^, dkj?, a work written in the Kenryaku era (1211   1212) by the Emperor 

JUNTOKU; G unsho ruiju, Vol. XVI, nr 467, Ch. ~~f\ , pp. 1072 seq. See below, Ch. V, §4.

3 Ji-hjfi,

written in 1865 by TAKADA YOSHIGHIKA,4 Buzenkokushi,

31.
5 Nihon shukyo fiizokushi ( written in 1902, see below, Ch. Ill, § 12), p. 325.
6 Shoku Nihon Icoki, Ch. VII, p. 247: "Nusa, silk and a white horse were offered 

to the god of Kibune and to the Rain-Master-god of Nibu kawakami; this was done 
in order to therewith pray to them to stop the rain".

I
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said "Rain-Master", in order to stop the rain. The offering to 
the latter of a blue (i. e. dark coloured) horse in 859 (for stop 
ping rain) and of a white one in 875 and 883 is stated in the 
Sandal jitsurokit ' , while black horses were twice offered to the 
same god in 877, as well as in 880 and 885 2. It is no wonder 
that the Emperor repeatedly elevated this mighty river-god to 
a higher rank 3. The Kimpisfiu 4, a work written in the Kemyaku 
era (1211 1212) bij the Emperor JUNTOKU, says that, when at that 
time officials of the Jingikwan, the Department of Shinto Rites 
and Ceremonies, went to the shrines of Nibu. (the "Rain-Master") 
and Kibune, in order to pray for rain or to beseech these gods 
to stop the too abundant rains, they took a sacred horse with 
them from the Imperial stables, and when Kurabito (knrodo, or 
kuraudo, ^ ̂ , officials of the kurodo-dokoro, which had the 
care of the Imperial decrees) went to those temples, one of the 
Emperor's ordinary horses or one taken from the stables of the 
retired Emperor was deemed sufficient. In case of stopping rain 
a red horse, and when rain was required a white horse was 
offered, for the colour red was avoided in praying for rain. The

1 Ch. HI, p. 41. "From the fifth month to the present month (the eighth) it had 
rained continuously, so that messengers were sent to the shrine of the Rain-Master of 
Nibu kawakami in Yamato province, and nusa and a blue horse etc. were presented 
to him; this was done in order to supplicate him to stop the rain". Ch. XXVIF, p. 
416: nusa and a white horse offered to the god of Nibu kawakami to cause him to 
stop the rain. Ch. XLIV, p. 606: nusa offered to the shrines of Ise, Kamo, ilatsuo, 
Inari, Kibune and Nibu kawakami, and to the last also a white horse, on account of 
the heavy rains and the bad omens.

2 Sandai jikuroku, Ch. XXXI, p. 464: a black horse offered to the god of Nibu 
kawakami, and nusa to the god of Kibune, with prayers for rain. Ch. XXXI, p. 465 : 
the god of Nibu kawakami raised to the principal third rank, nusa and a black horse 
offered to him, and prayers said for rain. Ch. XXXVII, p. 543 : nusa offered to the 
gods of eleven Shinto shrines (Kamo and others) and prayers said for rain ; but a black 
horse added to the offerings sent to tho temple of Nibu kawakami. Ch. XL VIII, p. 
666: nusa and a black horse offered to the Rain-Master-god of Nibu kawakami.

3 Comp. the above notes. Shoku Nihon koki, Ch. IX, pp. 287, 300 etc.
4 <|* ^ ffi; Gunsho ruiju, Vol. XVI, nr 467, Ch- "fC , pp. 1072 seq :

ft

%-&
It HI
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liiki ' , on the contrary, states that in the Engi era (901 -922) 
a white horse was offered in the former case, a black one in 
the latter. This may have varied at different times; red (or 
blue, i. e. dark coloured), black and white were at any rate the 
colours, of which red was limited to cases in which the stopping 
of rain was prayed for.

§ 3. Buddhism wins field.

Especially in the last of the six oldest Japanese Standard 
Histories (the Rikkokuslii, -^ [|| jji ), i. e. the Sandai jikiuroku 
(written in 910), we see the Buddhist priests gradually prevailing 
in their struggle against the Shiutoists. Whereas formerly in times 
of drought there was only one way of averting this evil, namely 
praying and offering to the Shinto rain-gods, and among them 
especially to the dragon-shaped river-gods, now the Emperors 
began to employ Buddhistic assistance at the same time, or 
sometimes even without addressing the Shinto deities.

It is most characteristic that in the seventh month of 877, 
when such a heavy drought prevailed that the Prime Minister, 
Fujiwara no Mototsune, tendered his resignation because he con 
sidered it a sign of his bad government, nothing was said about 
prayers or offerings to Shinto gods 2. The Emperor did not accept 
Mototsune's resignation, and ascribed the drought to a curse of 
the Empress Jingo's mausoleum at Tatanami (^§ ^|J) in Yarnato, 
whither he accordingly sent messengers to investigate the matter. 
They reported that a stag had been cut to pieces and eaten, 
and that peasants had cut down three hundred and thirty two 
trees near the mausolea; the guilty officials were punished, but 
the drought continued. Then one hundred Buddhist priests were 
summoned to the Shishinden (a building of the Palace) and there 
read the Daihannya (Mahaprajfmparamita) sutra for three days; 
this was the sutra to be read in autumn, but at the same time 
used in causing rain. After two days a thunderstorm arose, and 
clouds covered the sky. A slight rain fell, but this was not suffi 
cient, so that the sutra reading was prolonged for two days and 
the Ni-o ( fc ^ ) sutra was read. The next day even the water 
of the pond in the Shinsenen, or Sacred Spring Park (see below, 
§ 4), was required to drain the rice-fields; in one clay and one 
night the pond was quite dry. Then the Emperor sent messengers

1 Quoted ibidem.
2 Sandai jitsuroku, Ch. XXXI, pp. 466 seq.
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to Jingo's mausoleum, in order to apologize for the cutting of 
the trees and the killing of the stag. Sutras were read there for 
five days without any result whatever, and some of the bonzes 
were so ashamed that they stole away. One of them, however, 
the well-known high-priest Dento Daihoshi ', gave the advice to 
have one of his pupils try his magic art of making rain by means 
of tantras. Then the latter was summoned, and was clever enough 
to take a limit of five days. The next day an earthquake and 
a thunderstorm announced the good result of the tantras, the 
rain poured down for three days, and there was great joy in the 
Palace and in the land.

Two years before, in 875, messengers were despatched to fifteen 
great Buddhist temples, and the Daihannya sutra was read in 
order to obtain rain 2. Sixty Buddhist priests read the same holy 
text in the Taikyokuden (a building of the Palace), and fifteen
others recited the Daiunrin seiu hjd "Great
Cloud- wheel Rainpraying sutra") 3 in the above mentioned park 
Shinsenen. High officials went to the Imperial mausoleum at 
Fukakusa and, apologizing for the evil that might have been 
done, they prayed for benevolence, for the Jingikwan, the 
Department of Shinto rites and ceremonies, had declared the 
drought to be a curse on account of the cutting of trees at this 
mausoleum.

§ 4. The Sacred Spring Park.

The Shinsenen ( jji[}| ^ $L, "Sacred Spring Park") was an impor 
tant place in the days of old, and it is mentioned innumerable 
times in the ancient annals, from the Nihon Mki d own to the 
Fuso ryalcki. The ways in which it is spoken of, however, are 
quite different. In the older works the Emperors are said to have 
visited it many times for their amusement, to see westlers etc., 
but in the Sandai jitsuroku it appears to have become the place 
where Buddhist services were held in order to obtain rain. Besides 
in 875 we read about such a ceremony in 877, when Deuto 
Daihoshi, the same who a month later recommended his pupil 
for making rain by means of tantras 4, went to the park at the 
head of twenty one other Buddhist priests, and, practising the 
method of reciting the c Sutra of the golden- winged bird- king"

 1 ^ j)|£ -fc ££. ffij; cf. Fuso ryahki, Ch. XX, K.T.K. Vol. VI, p. 598.

2 Ch. XXVII, pp. 414 seq.
3 Tliis is the Mahameglia sutra, treated in the Introduction, § 4, pp. 25 sqq.

4 See above, § 3, this page.
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(no doubt the Garuda, to frighten the dragon and make him 
ascend) ', prayed for rain. The next day another high-priest, the 
Risshi Enju, and a high member of the Board of Ceremonies, 
Taehibana Ason, were sent by the Emperor to the Daibutsu of 
Todaiji at Nara, in order to pray there for three days; yet it 
was all in vain. Then the river-god of Kako a in Hitachi province 
and Karo 3 in Tnaba were elevated to higher ranks, and messengers 
were sent to all the Imperial mausolea with the announcement 
that the nenyo (name of the era) was changed (from Jogwaii to 
Gwangyo, a means of averting the continuation of the evil, i. e. 
the drought) 4. Then followed what is told above (§ 3). It is 
interesting to observe how the assistance of the ancient Shinto 
deities was not called in before the Buddhist priests had proved 
to be unable to cause rain, and even then no prayers or offerings 
took place, as formerly, but the gods were only elevated to higher 
ranks, and the change of the nengo was only announced to the 
Imperial ancestors.

It was the pond in the park which made the Buddhists choose 
it for their rain-prayers. We read in the Sandai jitsuroku J that 
on the 23th day of the 6th month of 875 A. D., when-all the 
performances of the Buddhist priests, related above G, had only 
caused a slight, insufficient rain to fall, an old man said: "In 
the pond of the Sacred Spring Park there is a divine dragon. 
Formerly in times of heavy drought the water of this pond was 
let out and the pond was dried up; bells and drums were beaten, 
and when (the dragon) answered (the request), it thundered and 
rained. This is sure to have a good result''. Then the Emperor 
despatched high officials to the park and had the water let out.

\ See above, Introd , p. 7; cf. Book I, Ch. V, § 3, p. H9.

^ ^FlT jt jjilfi ( j^J" JT~ ("rivers") is in China the Hwang-ho and the Yting-tsz2

3 ^ H  
4 Sandai jitsuroku, Ch. XXXI, p. 405.

5Cb. XXVII, p. 415: ^ ̂  ̂  0 a fl* ; "

ft

6 See above, § 3, p. 158.
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Other officials, the Court musicians, took place on a dragon-boat 
(Ift J*fri a ljoat witu a dragon-shaped prow, see above, Book I, 
pp. 83 sqq.) and beat bells and drums, sang and danced, 
so that their voices "made heaven shake". The next clay it 
thundered and rained a little, btit after a short while the sky 
became clear again, and outside of Kyoto the dust was only 
moistened a little. On the 25th the result was the same, and 
on the 26th the officials, who incessantly, night arid day, had 
been making music on the pond, were praised by the Emperor 
and were allowed to stop the work.

From this passage we learn that the dragon of the pond in 
the Sacred Spring Park was originally not an Indian Naga, 
introduced by the Buddhists, but a Chinese, perhaps a Japanese, 
dragon, which formerly used to be forced to ascend and to make 
rain by depriving him of his element, the water, or by stirring 
him up by a terrible noise, according to the Chinese methods 
described above '. The Buddhist priests identified this dragon 
with an Indian Naga-king, whom they caused to give rain by 
reading sutras. In the seventh century, however, the Chinese 
ideas prevailed at the Japanese Court, and the- Emperor himself 
sometimes proceeded to a river, and, kneeling and bowing to the 
four quarters of the compass, prayed to Heaven in the Chinese way. 
Then it shundered and continuous rains made the crops thrive a.

In 875 the old Chinese methods of causing rain apparently 
had sunk into oblivion at the Japanese Court, but were tried 
again when the old man turned the attention of the Courtiers 
to them, because the sutras failed to have any effect.

Like the Shinto dragon-gods the dragon in the Sacred Spring 
Park was believed not only to be able to make rain, but also 
to posses the faculty of stopping it, if it was pouring too abundantly. 
Thus in 880 a Buddhist priest recited the Knancluj ( ^ ]J|, 
washing the head, baptism) sutra there for three clays, in order 
to stop the rain 3.

Also the Nikon Hryaku 4 contains several passages relating to 
Buddhist rain-prayers in the park. In 972 the so-called "Law 
(method) of the Rain-pray ing-sutra'' (>Seiukyo-ho, ff| j^j |?g j^, 
i. e. the doctrine of the Mahmneyha nv-tra, cf. above, pp. 25 sqq.)

1 Book I, Ch. V, § 3. p. 119; cf. the Chinese legend concerning the Emperor Shi 
Ilwang, whose soldiers made a terrible noise to frighten the dragon god (Book I, Ch. 

VI, § 7, p. 125).
2 Fusd ryakki, Ch. IV, K. T. K. Vol. VI, p. 508, the Emperor Kwogyoku in 642.
3 Sandai jitsuroku, Ch. XXXVII, p. 541.
4 0 2J£ $£ 4H . written after 1030, K. T. K. Vol. V. 

Verh. Kon. Akad. v. Wetenseh. (Afd. Letterk.) N. R. Dl. XIII, N  2. 11
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was practised there for nine days with a splendid result, as well 
as in 982, 985 and 1018 '.

When leaving the Annals and tiirniug to the legendary works, 
we obtain the following information. The Konj/iku monoyatari* 
relates how in a time of heavy drought the Emperor ordered 
KOBO DAISIII (774 835) to cause rain, and the saint for seven 
days practised the Doctrine of the Rain-praying-sutra in the 
Sacred Spring Park. Then there appeared on the right side of 
the altar a snake 3, five shaku long, carrying a little gold-coloured 
snake, about five sun in length, and after a while both disappeared 
into the pond. Only four of the twenty priests who were sitting 
in a row could see the apparition. One of these elected ones 
asked what it meant, whereupon another answered that the 
appearance of the Indian dragon-king Zemiyo, =|fe ^ftj, who lived 
in India in the Anavatapta 4 pond and was now living in the 
pond of the Sacred Spring Park, was a sign that the doctrine 
would be successful. And really, a dark cloud rose up in the 
Northwest, and soon the rain was pouring down. Thenceforth, 
whenever drought prevailed, the same doctrine was practised in 
the park, and never in vain.

The Kojidan * states that this event occurred in the year 824. 
According to this work the Buddhist priest Shubin (T^^) 
requested the Emperor to be allowed to practise the Rain-prayer- 
doctrine himself instead of Kukui (Kobo Daishi), as he was as much 
experienced in such matters as the latter. This was granted, 
and he succeeded in causing thunder and rain in Kyoto, but 
not beyond Higashi yarna. Then Kobo Daishi was ordered to 
make it rain over the whole of the country, which he promised 
to do within seven days. This limit, however, expired, and the 
sky was still cloudless as before. The saint, absorbed in medi 
tation (saniadhi), arrived at the conclusion that Shubiu, his rival,

1 Second Part, Ch. VI, p. 9iO; Ch. VII, p. 975; Ch. VIII, p. 986; Ch. XIII, p. 1115; 
at the same time, in 1013, the "Five Dragons Festival", ^ ||^ ;££, took place.

2 K. T. K. Vol. XVI, Ch. XIV, nr /d, pp. 812 sq.
3 Here we find the snake form of the Naga; in the Sandai jilsuroku and the 

Kojidan the god is called a dragon.

4 Kpf te; ijj| ;^|J , translated into fflE. ij=Jt   Buddhist works mention a female 

Naga, called 2ffe -far , Zennyo, "Virtuous Woman"; but the same Naga is represented 

as a man w ith a dragon's tail, standing on the clouds, in a picture of the ninth century, 
in Kongobu-ji on Koya-san (Kokkwa, Nr 227, PI. I). Two other pictures representing 
this Naga, also on Koya-san, have not yet been described. Of. PETRUCCI, Les documents 
de la Mission Cha\annes, Revue de 1'Qniversite de Bruxelles, Avril Mai 1910, pp, 495 sq.

5 -j^ Tl^. H£, wiitten 1210 1220; Ch. Ill, K. T. K. Vol. XV, p. 65.
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had caught all the dragons and shut them up in a water-pitcher 
by means of magical formulae (tantras). This was the reason 
why his (Kobo's) own prayers were in vain. He decided, however, 
not to abandon his hope, and continued to recite the sutra. 
During the night of the second day he said: -'In this pond is a 
dragon, called Zeunyo, who pities mankind. To him I have prayed, 
and now I see him rising out of the midst of the lake, gold- 
coloured, about eight sun long, seated on the head of another 
dragon, eight shaku in length''. This was reported to the Emperor, 
who soon sent a messenger with offerings for the Dragon-King. 
And when the seven days of the new vow had expired, a heavy 
thunderstorm broke forth and a torrent of rain came clown all 
over the country, so that the water of the pond overflowed the 
altar. As a reward for having saved the people from starvation, 
Kfikai was elevated to the rank of Shosrau, bishop '.

The Tailieiki - gives another version of the same legend. After 
having stated that the park was laid out in the time of the 
Emperor Kwammu (781 806) in imitation of the Ling yiu 
(mRU)' the park of the Chinese Emperor Wen, of the Cheu 
dynasty, the author informs us that the same Japanese monarch 
(who built the Palace at Kyoto, the new capital which he 
founded and made his residence in 794), had two Buddhist 
monasteries built, on the East and West sides of the Sujaku 
gate, called Toji and Seiji, "the Eastern and the Western 
Monastery". The former was under the direction of Kobo Daishi, 
who had to guard the Emperor's rank, the latter stood under 
Bishop Shubin, who had to protect His Majesty's body. After 
Kobo Daishi's return from China, Shubin, who had been the 
great man during Kobo's absence, was cast into the shade by 
his rival. The Emperor, who had been in great admiration for 
Shubin's miraculous magic power, now considered Kobo his 
superior. This was more than the ambitious Shubin could bear; 
he fostered a deep hatred against his sovereign as well as against 
his rival, and in order to revenge himself on the former he 
caught all the dragon-gods of the inner and outer seas by means 
of the power of his tantras, and shut them up in a water-pitcher. 
In this way he caused the terrible drought about which we read 
in the Konjaku monoyatari and Kojiclm; it lasted fully three 
months and made the people suffer immensely. Then Kobo Daishi 
reported to the Emperor that there was only one dragon, a

1 The same legend is to be found in the Genko Shaliusho, Ch. I, K. T. K. Vol. 
XIV, p. 651. 2 Ch. XII, pp. 11 ?eqq.
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Bodhisattva of higher rank than Shubiu, namely the Dragon- 
king Zeunyo of the Auavatapta pond ' in Northern India, who 
was not in Shubin's power. Immediately a pond was dug before 
the Palace and filled with pure water, whereupon Kobo invited 
the Dragon-king to come and live there. And behold, a gold- 
coloured dragon, eight sun long, appeared, seated on the head 
of a snake, more than nine shaku in length, aud entered the 
pond. When Kobo had repoi'ted this lucky news, the Emperor 
sent a messenger wich all kinds of offerings iu order to worship 
the Dragon-king. The result was marvellous, for soon it rained 
for three days all over the Empire. Since that day the Shingon 
sect flourished more aud more, aud Kobo Daishi was highly 
revered by high and low. In vain Shubin worshipped Gnndari 2 
and the Yakshas, to destroy his enemy, for as soon as Kobo heard 
this, he began to worship Dai Itoku Myo-o 3, and there was a 
violent struggle iu the air between these two parties. "In order 
to make Shubin careless, Kobo caused the rumour of his own 
death to be spread, which created great sorrow among all classes 
of the people, but great joy in his enemy's heart. As Kobo had 
expected, Shubin broke down his altar and stopped worshipping 
the demons, but at the same moment Kobo's power struck him 
aud he fell dead on the floor. His monastery soon decayed and 
disappeared, and Toji's glory increased yearly. Kobo made a 
dragon of so-called clt'ujityn (Imperata arimdinacea, a kind of 
reed) and placed it upon an altar 4. Then he promised to the 
selected crowd which had assembled, that he would cause the 
real dragon to stay in the park and protect the country by his 
doctrine, while the Dragon-king of reed would become a big 
dragon and go to the Auavatapta pond in India. According to 
another tradition the reed dragon ascended to the sky and flew 
away in an eastern direction, but stopped in Owari province, at 
Atsuta's famous Shinto shrine, a lucky foreboding of the spreading 
of Buddha's Law to the East. Kobo said: "When this Dragon- 
king (i. e. the real one) goes to another country, the pond will 
dry up, the land will be waste and the world will be in poverty. 
Then my priests (the Shingou priests) must pray to the Dragon- 
king to stay, and thus save the country".

So we know that the Buddhist priests, ordered by the different

2 j|f ^ ̂ |], King of the Yakshas.

fjuJ $1 ~F*-' 'Jent'fied witn Yamantaka, a manifestation of Mawjucii as 
"Destroyer of Yama".

4 Comp. above, pp. 113 &<iq., the Chinese magical clay dragons.
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Emperors to pray in the park for rain or for stopping rain, 
always belonged to the Shingon sect.

The Kojulan 1 relates how in 1016 Bishop Shinkaku ('$cf|;) 
prayed for rain in the park and had a splendid success within 
a few hours, after a very long and heavy drought. The Naidayin, 
one of the Ministers, had sent him a message to warn him that 
he would be derided by the world if he failed, but the bishop 
answered that it was not for himself, but for the people's sake 
that he would try. And behold, on the hour of the sheep dark 
clouds arose, a heavy thunderstorm burst forth and the rain fell 
down in torrents.

In the Gempei selsuiki^ we read that in 1179 the "Secret 
Doctrine of the Rain-prayer-sutra" was practised iu vain in the 
Sacred Spring Park, nor had the prayers of other powerful priests 
any effect, till at last a secret tune, played on a biwa at the 
shrine of Surniyoshi, caused a continuous and heavy rain to fall 
down. According to the Hyakurenshu 3, the same sutra was read 
in the park in the years 1215 and 1224; and the Genku Shakuxho 4 
relates the same thing about the year 1082.

The Zoku kojidtn 5 mentions a two-storied gate on the south- 
side of the park, which was destroyed by the "Dragon of the 
Sacred Spring", who in Fujiwara no Saneyori's time (899 970) 
entered this gate in the shape of a beautiful man. He sat down, 
and when he was asked from where he came, he answered that 
lie lived in the West and had passed the gate on his way to 
another place. Then he disappeared, and at the same time the 
sky became dark aud a terrible thunderstorm arose. Tradition 
said that the Buddhist bishop Genkwa was just reciting the 
"Rain-prayer-sutra iu the park, when the gate was destroyed.

The Kimpisho ° tells us that in case of drought the Court- 
officials had first of all the task of cleaning the Sacred Spring 
Park. Then they were ordered by the Emperor to go to the

I

1 Ch. HI, K. T. K. Vol. XV, p. 80.
2 yJjS 2K1 ^ ?|? ||jl ^ "Record of the rise and fall of the Minamoto and Taira 

Families", written by an unknown author about 1250; Ch. XVIII, p. 471.
3 U ilji ty ' written after 1 239' Ch - xu and XIII> K.T.K. Vol. XIV, pp. 195 

and 1212.
4 jf- ~t=f }E? sfc, written before 1340 by the Buddhist priest SHIREN, (*j|j ĵtj ,

Ch. X, K.T.K. Vol. XIV, p. 813.
^ /iHt 1?F $" H$l' Frailly written at the end of the thirteenth century, Ch. II, 

Gunsho ruijii, nr 487, Vol. XVII, p. 037.
0 Cf. above, p. 150, note 2; Gunsho ruiju, Vol. XVI, nr 407, Ch. ~~K, p. 1073.
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park with some servants in order to sprinkle Avater on the 
stones near the pond (this was, of course, a kind of sympathetic 
magic) and to cry with loud voices the following words: "Give 
rain, o Sea-dragon-king" '. This was the custom in the author's 
time, but not before that age. When this ceremony had no 
success within seven days, other Court-officials took their place. 
AVhen their work was crowned with success, i.e. Avhen it rained, 
they reported this to the Emperor arid obtained food and clothes 
as a reward, whereupon they danced in the court-yard or at the 
entrance of the Palace. As to other rites, the Kimpisho mentions 
the praying for rain at the Imperial tombs 2, and the reading 
of sutras in the Taikyokuden, a building of the Palace a, or in 
the seven great Buddhist temples of Nara (Todaiji, Kofukuji, 
Genkoji, Daianji, Yakushiji, Seidaiji and Horyuji), or in the 
different Shinto temples. In the Buddhist shrines the Seiuhjo, 
i. e. the Mahmne<jha sutra 4, in the Shinto sanctuaries the Konga- 
hannya-kyo, i . e. the Yajrn-prajnapuramita siltra J, Avere recited. 
Sometimes, for instance in the Owa era (961 963), the Great 
Bear was Avorshipped in the Sacred Spring Park, in order to 
obtain rain.

An interesting legend is told about the Dragon of the Sacred 
Spring Park in the Tailieiki*. A lthough it has nothing to do 
with rain, Ave may mention this tale here in connection Avith 
the other stories concerning the same dragon. It runs as folloAvs.   
In 1335 the Emperor Godaigo AVUS imdted by the Dainagon 
Saionji Kimmune, oue of the Fujiwara, to come to his house in 
order to see a new bathroom. This invitation was given Avith 
the intention to kill His Majesty, Avho would have stepped upon 
a loose board of the floor and dropped down upon a row of 
swords, put upright with the points upwards. Fortunately the 
Emperor Avas saved by the dragon of the pond in the park, Avho 
in the night before he intended to go to the fatal house appeared 
to him in a dream in the shape of a woman, clad in a red 
hakama and light-coloured garments. She said to him: "Before 
yovi are tigers and wolves, behind you brown and spotted bears. 
Do not go to-morrow". At his question as to who she \vas, she 
answered that she had lived for many years in the Sacred Spi'ing 
Park. Then she Avent away. When the Emperor awoke, he

1 Apparently the legend concerning the Anavatapta pond was forgotten, otherwise 
they would not have called him a sea-dragon.

2 Cf. above, p. 158 sq. 3 Cf. above, ibidem.
4 Cf. above, ibidem, and p. 102. 5 Cf. above, p. 34 (NANJO, nrs 10 12).
6 Cf. XIII, pp. 5 seq.
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thought his dream very strange, but, as he had promised to go 
to Saionji's house, he decided to keep his Avord. On his way 
thither, however, he Avent to the park and prayed to the 
Dragon-god. And lo! all of a sudden the water of the pond was 
disturbed, and the waves violently struck the bank, although 
there Avas no wind. This agreed so strikingly Avith his dream, 
that he did not proceed on his Avay, but meditated as to what 
to do, whereupon Kimishige Chunagou came to Avaru his Imperial 
Master against Saionji's treacherous intentions, about which he 
had heard that Arery morning. So Godaigo returned to the Palace, 
and Saionji Avas banished to I/umo, which he never reached 
because he was killed on the road.

The Kimpi.iho 1 states the folloAA7iug: "In 1211 the Onyosld 
$ilJ, Court diviners) held the festival called Goryusai ( j£ 
> the 'Five Dragons Festival', also named 'Amayoi no' 

matxtiri'1 (^^), or 'Rain-praying festival''. For three days the 
onyoshi fasted and kept indoors (i. e. in a temple within the 
park); the Emperor, hoAvever, [did not share the festival, for he] 
ate fish and offered no clothes or mirrors. Sutras read in the 
' Dragon-hole"1 ( ^(fl^rC, Ryu-ketmi) AATere also very successful, or 
those read in the Sacred Spring Park, or offerings made to Suiten 
(;j[C^C, 'Water-Deva', explained by the commentator as ' Tfmbu 
no kanu, ' God of the Heavenly Department'), when several 
persons read these sutras or made these offerings".

As to the "Five Dragons Festival" 2 , we read in the Fuso 
ryakki 3 that this Avas celebrated in 904, on the eighth clay of 
the seventh mouth, when a heavy drought prevailed. The Emperor 
then ordered the Onyoryo (the Department of Divination) to 
celebrate this festival in Kitayama, a mountain near Kyoto, at a 
place called Junigwutsu kokko. A s no Buddhist priests, but the 
onyoshi were the leaders of this ceremony, it Avas apparently 
not practised in honour of NiTgas but of Chinese dragons.

The author of the TaUteild 4 complains that at his time (about 
1382) the park Avas in a deplorable condition on account of the 
war, and he supposes that this must be very disagreeable for 
the Dragon-god, Avho perhaps had left the place because there

1 L. I., Ch. ~p , p. 1072.

2 Cf. above, p. 162, note 1.
3 Ch. XXIII, K.T.K. Vol. VI, p. G69:

**UJ+-^^P 0 3L
4 Ch. XII, p. 13a.
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was very little water in the pond. As to the Rain-prayer-sutra, 
i. e. the Malta megha xiitra, this was still in his days considered a 
powerful means for obtaining rain.

Before leaving this subject we may observe that, according to 
the Kokushi dnijiten ' , the park was repeatedly destroyed and 
restored, but that the pond is still there, and on a small island 
in the midst of it there are two chapels, one dedicated to Zennyo, 
the Dragon-king, the other to Benten. So this dragon, identified 
with an Indian Naga, has bestowed rain upon Japan for eleven 
hundred years!

§ 5. The "Dragon-hole" on Mount Murobu.

The above-mentioned Dragon-hole (Hyu-ketsu , fjf 5rC), where 
sutras were read in order to cause rain, is spoken of in the 
Kojklan -, where we read the following details.

The Dragon-hole on Mount Murobu 3, in Tamato province, is 
the abode of the Dragon-King Zeutatsu (^ ^, Sndatta? Sudar- 
cana? 4), who first lived in the Sarusawa 5 pond at Nara. In olden 
times, when a harlot had drowned herself in the latter pond, 
the Dragon-King fled to Mount Kasuga, where he lived till the 
corpse of a man of low standing was thrown into his pond. 
Then he fled again and established himself on Mount Murobu, 
where the Buddhist bishop Kenkei observed his religious austerities. 
Another priest, Nittai by name, who for many years cherished 
the wish of seeing and worshipping the Dragon-King's venerable 
shape, entered the hole in order to seek him. The entrance was 
pitehdark, but after having penetrated into the inner part of the 
hole, he arrived at a splendid palace tinder a blue sky. Through 
an opening of a window-blind (sudare), made of pearls, which 
was moved by the wind, he saw a part of the Hokkekyo, the 
Saddharma Pumlarlka sutra, lying on a jewel table. Then he 
heard a voice asking him who he was, and when he mentioned 
his name and the reason of his entering the hole, the Dragon- 
King (for he was the invisible speaker) said: "Here you cannot

' "Great Dictionary of Japanese History" (1908), p. 1338 

2 Ch. V, K. T. K. Vol. XV, p. 119.
1 (i^^cl

s. v. Shinsenen.

3 it£ill-
4 Dr NANJO had the kindness to point out to me, that afe i|§j may be Sudatta,

but that there is no Dragon-king of this name; Sudarjana, however, is found in the 
list of the Nilga-rajas.

5 *&#

1G9

see me. Leave this hole and you will meet me at a distance of 
about 3 cho from the entrance''. So Nittai left the hole and 
actually beheld the Dragon-king, who arose out of the ground, 
wearing a robe and a cap, and disappeared after having been 
worshipped by the priest. The latter built a Shinto temple on 
the spot and erected an image of the Dragon-king, which was 
still there at the author's time (in the beginning of the thirteenth 
century). Sutras were read at this shrine when people prayed 
for rain; and when the Dragon-king lent a willing ear to the 
prayers, a dark cloud hung over the hole. This cloud spread 
over the whole sky and the rain came down. '

So tells the Kojidan; and it strikes us at once that a Buddhist 
priest erected a Shinto shrine in honour of the Naga. The legend 
was apparently invented by the Buddhists to convert this dragon- 
hole, which probably was the abode of one of the mountain 
dragons of old Japan mentioned above 2, into a place of Buddhist 
sanctity. They changed the old Shinto cult into a Naga worship, 
without going, however, as far as to replace the Shinto shrine 
with a Buddhist temple. The Ryuketeu-jinja, the "Shinto-shrine of 
the Dragon-hole", was afterwards called the Ryti-o-dui, or Dragon- 
king's temple, and was famous for the rain bestowing power of 
its dragon-god. 3

The same dragon is called Zennyo ( H -£, " The Good Woman", 
comp. the Zennyo, |fe $fj, in the Sacred Spring Park, identified 
with Anavatapta 4), instead of Zentatsu, in the Genko Shakusho r> , 
where the Buddhist priest Riuga 0, who died in 11.">0, is said to 
have been so powerful that, when he prayed for rain, Zenuyo, 
the Dragon-king, appeared. The same work states that the Bud 
dhist priest Keien 7 lived for a thousand days as a hermit near 
the Dragon-hole on Mount Murobu. On his way from there to 
another place he crossed a bridge over a river, when suddenly

2 Pp. 135 sqq.
3 Of. YOSHIDA TOGO ( ^ tO jj£'ffi.)'8 Geographical Lexicon (Dai Nihon chimei

«*". AH^^^^S^ Vo1 - J) p- 286> s- v-
4 See above, p. 162.
5 Ch. XI. K.T.K. Vol. XIV, p. 828.
6 $fo ^ ; 7 Eg fH, who lived 1143 1223.

I 

I
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a lady, noble looking and beautifully dressed, came and, without 
showing her face, politely asked him for the mudra (mystic finger- 
charm) used to become at once a Buddha. At his question as to 
who she was, she answered: " 1 am the Dragon Zennyo". Then 
he taught her the mudra, whereupon she said: "This is exactly 
the same mudra as that of the seven former Bucldhas"; and 
when the priest requested her to show him her face, she replied: 
"My shape is so terrible that no man can look upon it. Yet I 
cannot refuse your wish". Thereupon she rose into the air and 
stretched out the little finger of her right hand. It proved to be 
a claw, more than ten shalm long, which spread a five-coloured 
light. Then she vanished at once. '

A dragon of the same name (Zennyo) was said to live in the 
Zennyo ryii-o eld 2 or u Dragon-king Zennyo's pond" near the 
"Chapel of the thirty Guardian-gods" 3 on a mountain-peak in 
Kawachi province, Ishikawa district, called Tomyo-dake or "Lan 
tern-peak" on account of a Dragon-lantern which was seen 
there 4, and in a lake on Mount Washio, in the same province, 
Kawachi district (now Naka-Kawachi), near a Shinto temple. On 
both these places he was prayed to for rain with much success 5 .

§ G. Reborn as a rain-giving dragon.

In the Kojidan ° we read about Bishop Gonkyu, of Kwazan, 
to whom in the midst of a dense cloud a sacred dragon appeared 
together with the priest Shokyu', of the Western pagoda q, on 
Hieizan. This dragon was the ''real shape" of Gobyo (fifpjjjlj) 
Daishi, i. e. Bishop Jie  , which Gonkyu had often prayed to see. 
When he asked why the priest was in the dragon-god's company, 
he was informed that Shokyu would become a relative of this 
god (i. e. a dragon). As soon as Gonkyu awoke, he sent a 
messenger to the Saito monastery in order to inquire after 
Shokyu's health. On hearing that the priest had been ill for

1 G cnko Shakusho, Ch. XII, p. 840.2
3 Sanju banshin do, ^ -I- jfjj: jjj|jj 'jg* .

4 Tuho meisho njaku, ^ ~k & Jiff $%. , written in 1697 by RYO-EI, "T t*& ;
Ch. IV, p. 59.

5 Ibidem, Ch. IV, p. 51. 
7

6 Ch. Ill, pp. 09 sq. 
8 Saito, g^.

9 3$£ 3l=l| ~T^ [jf|j , .lie Daishi, a famous Tendai priest who lived 912 — 985 and 
became head-abbot of Hieizan in 906.
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more than ten days, he visited the patient and told him about 
the dream. Shokyu shed tears with joy, for now he was sure 
that his prayer to become a relative of Goby6 Daishi would be 
fulfilled. After his death he was buried near the latter's tomb. 
In a time of drought the Dalhannya kijo, i . e. the j\IahaprajTia- 
jiaramita sutra (cf. above, p. 3i) was recited there in order to 
avert the calamity, when suddenly a little snake appeared on 
the stone floor of the tomb, crept slowly behind Shokyu's grave 
and entered it. A small cloud of smoke arose from the grave 
to the sky, and, spreading gradually, filled the air, till it became 
a big cloud; then a thunderstorm raged and heavy rains rejoiced 
the thirsty earth.

A little further' we read that Bishop Jie, at the time of his 
being abbot (zasu, Jy| 3^) of Hieizaii, in sornebodj-'s dream was 
said to be a metamorphosis of Utpala, one of the eight Great 
Dragon-kings 2.

§ 7. Buddhist priests dominating the dragons.

The Kojidan 3 mentions the remarkable answer given by Bishop 
Jokai 4 to the Emperor when the latter expressed his admiration 
for the priest's power, because it had rained violently for a 
couple of hours after Jokai had been praying for two days. 
"Your Majesty", said he, " this is not my rain, and I cannot 
accept any reward for it. My rain, however, will arise to-morrow 
from the Northwest and come down. Then you may reward me". 
And actually the next day the clouds came from the Northwest, 
and it rained for three days.

A master in calling up and dominating the dragon-gods was 
also the Buddhist priest Jokwan r>, who in the Engi era (901 922) 
freed the country from a terrible drought by causing the dragons 
to move about amidst thunder and rain c. The same bonze 
conquered a poisonous dragon on Hieizan. There was on this 
mountain a rock in the shape of an open dragon's mouth, and 
the monks who lived near by in Saito 7 , and especially in a 
monastery called Senju-in 9, all died soon. At last is was made

1 Ch. Ill, p. 70.
2 See above, p. 4, and below, Ch. IV.

4 >£ /$, 5 F

6 Uji shui motiogalari, ^ ̂  t^ 
K. T.K. Vol. XII, pp. 31 seq.

7 . 8

3 Ch. Ill, p. 83.

' written 1213—1218; Ch. II,
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out that the rock was the cause of their death, and since that 
time it was called the "Poisonous-Dragon-rock" '. Nobody would 
live there any more, and Saito and Senju-in became quite 
deserted and fell to ruins. Then Jokwan went to the place and 
prayed for seven days and nights before the rock. In the last 
night the sky became cloudy and there was a terrible movement 
in the air, while Hieizan was covered with clouds. After a while, 
however, it cleared up, and behold! the rock had disappeared 
and only some rubbish was left. Thenceforth it was safe to live 
in Saito, and Jokwan's name was kept in grateful memory and 
admiration by the monks of the mountain still in the author's 
days. Apparently the poisonous dragon had left the place in 
consequence of the prayers which were also in times of drought 
so powerful in stirring up the dragons and the clouds *.

According to the I'uw rynkki*, on the 21th day of the second 
month of 1063 the priests of Hieizan assembled in the Kamo 
temple at Kyoto, where they prayed for rain and recited the 
Ni-o siiha. Then a little snake appeared and spit out some 
vapour before the sanctuary, whereupon a little rain fell down.

The Gempei xeimiki 4 relates that in 1174 such a heavy drought 
prevailed that the rivers dried up and the fields could not be 
cultivated. Then a priest of Hieizan, Choken "' by name, who 
had the rank of Gonshosozu G, in order to assist the peasants 
wrote a letter to the Dnigon-gods and read it aloud, looking up 
to the sky. In this letter he reproved and instructed the dragons, 
at the same time imploring them to make it rain. Heavenly 
meii (gods) and dragon-gods, he wrote, ought not to be ashamed 
to remedy a wrong they had done, and therefore they, the 
dragons, had to cause a "sweet rain" (~j^j^j) to fall and to 
put a stop to this terrible drought. The dragons listened to 
these words and gave continuous rains, so that both Emperor 
and people were filled with admiration for Chokeu's 'power and 
with devotion for Buddha's Law.

§ 8. Dragon-women in ponds. 

The SansliU kidan 7 contains the following legends. In the

1 Dokuryu no iwa, ^ ̂ ^ ^/ l̂ L . 2 Uji shut monogatari, 1 .1. 
3 Ch. XXIX, K.T.K. Vol. VI, p. 807. 4 Ch. Ill, Teikoku Bunko, Vol. V, 69. 
5 n M ' 6 W ty ft IB   "Vice-bishop". 

7 El jfl Ijf !&' written in 1764 by HOTTA DAKUSUI, ^ gj ?j£ -fa; Ch. I, 
Zoku Tcikoku Bunko, Vol. XLVII, p. 671.
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neighbourhood of seven ponds in the mountains of Euuma, a 
district of Kaga province, many strange things happened. There 
were people who said that they had heard there the voices of several 
hundreds of men in the midst of the night, and that they had 
seen these men lighting torches upon the ponds. Anglers had 
seen the water rising without any visible reason, and the more 
they retreated, the higher the water rose, till they at last 
stopped angling and fled home as fast as their legs could carry 
them. When looking back at a distance of one or two cho from 
the ponds, they saw a silver-dragon (j|g ^|) in the shape of 
a boy (ginryti no warabeyata, j|f ^) appearing above the water. 
There was a road between these ponds, from where sometimes 
a huge face dashed forth; and one night it was as if men were 
fighting there.

In times of drought the people worshipped these ponds and 
there prayed for raiu. One day a little girl was found there by 
the inhabitants of a neighbouring monastery. They took her 
home and educated her, but after twelve years she constantly 
uttered the wish to make a pilgrimage to Ise, and although she 
received the answer that this did not agree with the law of the 
empire (as she was a woman), she persisted in speaking about 
it. At last her foster-fathers gave in, secretly hired a sedan-chair 
and let her go to Ise. She went off gladly, but when she came 
at a lake, she said: "This must be my lake, take me to the 
bank", and when the sedan-chair carriers did so, she alighted, 
adjusted her clothes and said: " I am well acquainted here; you 
can go home". Then with her beautiful garments on she jumped 
into the water and disappeared in the deep. She was a beautiful 
girl, but her face was long (a sign of something unnatural '). 
Although the author does not state it, this was apparently a 
female dragon, temporarily transformed into a girl.

Another dragon-woman lived in the so-called Rope-pond (Nawa 
ga ike, -ffjg ~}f fy) in Etchu province. This was a pond in the 
mountains, about two ri in diameter. Heavy storms and rains often 
raged in this vicinity, when everywhere around splendid weather 
prevailed. Down to the author's time the dragon-woman was said 
to live in the pond and to cause its never drying up ; and his con 
temporaries still ascribed to her a great influence on the weather 2.

1 Bewitching women are often described as having extraordinarily long faces. Of. 
Sanshu kidan, Gh. I, p. 673, where a gigantic woman with a huge face is supposed 
to be a fox or a tanuki, at any rate the vital spirit (^j|) of an old creature.

2 Ibidem, Gh. V, p. 839.
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A similar pond is spoken of in the tianxhu kidan Mien ' .An 
evil snake (aliijn, *&$&) was believed to have there her abode 
and to commit all kinds of strange things. When one stood on 
the bank of the pond and looked over the water, such a dreary 
wind was blowing, that most people fled home. If one prayed 
there for rain, his prayer was usually heard. The author was in 
doubt whether a terrible looking woman, who one night appeared 
on a neighbouring bridge to a m;m returning from a festival in 
a slightly tipsy condition, was the snake of the pond or a trans 
formed wind-tanuki 2. She stood on the balustrade of the bridge, 
binding up her hair and laughing loudly with open mouth, so 
that all her black teeth were visible. Her malicious face was 
square and very ugly, and it seemed as if she had but one leg. 
When people approached with torches, she flew away. Another 
time she attacked a man who had also enjoyed a good cup of 
sake and who was on his way home in the dead of night. She 
flung him from the road into the grass and then disappeared, 
but the poor fellow was ill for a whole month. As the water of 
the pond was flowing around the village and under this bridge, 
it is possible, says HOTFA, that the woman was the snake of the 
pond, although her body, which she moved so easily in flying 
away, did not remind one of a dragon-snake ( f| &£) (which 
always wants a cloud as vehicle). The name of the pond, 
"Shiroahuto (£f HA) no ike"> or "Pond of the White and 
Ugly Person'', had perhaps something to do with the transfor 
mation of the snake into an ugly woman.

§ 9. Stirring up the dragons by throwing iron or filth 
into their ponds.

If an iron utensil was thrown into the Rope-pond, mentioned 
in § 8, suddenly darkness covered the land and a hurricane 
devastated the ricefields. For this reason the villagers strictly 
forbade other people to approach the pond without a special reason. 
It was said that greedy merchants, who had bought rice, threw 
metal shavings into the pond in order to cause storm and rain, 
which would destroy the crop and thus make the price of the 
rice run up 3. This way of stirring up the dragons by means of

1 El ^H 1^ jf& ^ !|J' written in 1779 by the same author; Ch. V, p. 952.

2 jjji^ ^||, ka:o-danuki, cf. my treatise on " The Fox and Badger in Japanese
Folklore", Transactions of the Asiatic Society of Japan, Vol. XXXVI, Part III, p. 103.

3 Sanshu kidan, Ch. V, p. 839.
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iron which they disliked very much was borrowed from China, 
as we have seen above 1 ; it was practised also at the "Pond of 
the Ugly Woman", mentioned in the Sttnxliu kidan Mien (above, 
§ S), where within a day after one had thrown metal shavings 
into the pond certainly a heavy storm arose and the rain came 
down in torrents.

We may compare with this a passage of the A fatsunoya hikki z, 
where we read that the inhabitants of Tsukui-agata" (district), 
Sagami province, used to throw horse dung, old sandals and 
other tilth into a pond in the neighbouring Toyama, when 
drought prevailed. After having done this they rapidly fled for 
fear of the. angry dragon, which certainly arose, causing a terrible 
hurricane and heavy rains. As we have stated above 4, the idea 
of causing rain by arousing the dragons' anger is quite Chinese.

It was certainly also a pond, inhabited by a dragon or a 
snake, which we find mentioned on p. (153 of the Sanshu kidan 
(Ch. I). In summer, when the people wanted rain, they went 
thither, cut a mackerel to pieces and threw these into the 
mountain pond, at the same time praying for rain. If they did 
so, their prayer was always heard, and the rain came down at 
once. This seems to be an offering to the dragon, but it might 
be another way of stirring him up by ill-treating one of his 
subjects, the fishes, before his eyes.

§ 10. A dragon engraved on an incense pot believed to cause rain. 
Pine trees cause clouds to rise and rain to fall.

The dragon was so much connected with rain, that even an 
incense pot, decorated with a "cloud-dragon", im?-,y« Cf| f|), 
was supposed to be the reason why it always rained on the 
day of an Inari festival. This pot was preserved among the 
precious objects of a temple, dedicated to the Rice-goddess, but 
was hidden when the suspicion rose that it caused the annoying 
rain on Inari's day 5. This appeared, however, not to be the case, 
for the rain poured down as well after this measure as before.

1 Book I, Oh. V, § 3, pp. 119 sq., cf. pp. 07 sqq. ^
2  Q §g |lj 3^1, written by TAKADA TOMOKIYO, fjij (JJ Ifil ^, who lived 

1782 1847; Ch. 109, p. 23 (new printed edition, Vol. HI, p. 411).

3 ^ A#M'
4 Pp. 119 sq.
5 Comp. above, 'p. 117, where we have read about an old mirror with a dragon- 

shaped handle, used in China as a magical instrument for causing the dragons to give 

rain.
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as soon as the day arrived, fixed for the dances of children, 
clad in festive dresses in honour of Inari. On the days devoted 
to Sanno, Suwa and Tacla Haehiman the weather was all right, 
but Tuari's festival was always spoiled by rain. At last the reason 
was found out. The boards of the stage, on which the dances 
were performed, were made of the wood of some sacred pine 
trees which had belonged to a neighbouring Shinto temple but 
were .sold by the villagers at a time of pecuniary distress. The man 
who bought these trees placed them in the compound of the 
Inari temple, and as the wood was very strong, it was used in 
building the stage for the sacred dances of this sanctuary. Now 
it struck the people that every time when this timber was used 
(such stages are always temporarily built, and broken down after 
the festival), and the sun shone upon the boards, it began to 
rain. On account of this fact a messenger was despatched to 
the village whence the wood had come, in order to make inquiries 
as to the trees in question. The man came back with the news 
that the two woodcutters who had cut those trees had died within 
a few days in a state of madness, as if they were possessed by 
some evil spirit. This confirmed the people's opinion as to these 
pine trees being the cause of the rain at Imiri's festival; there 
fore they took them away and laid them near the worshipping- 
hall (instead of using the wood for building the dancing stage). 
They said: "We have heard that in China, in olden times, under 
the reign of the Emperor Shi Hwau, of the Tscin dynasty (B. C. 
246 210), a pine tree suddenly became a big tree and kept off 
the rain. How is it that these pine trees are causing rain nowadays? 
It is said that pine trees, being covered with a scaly armour, 
change into dragons when they become old. This may be the 
reason why they always had the miraculous power of calling 
up the clouds and the rain". Thus spoke the people, and they 
all admired the wonderful influence of the pine trees. '

§11. The eight Dragon-kings.

A Shinto ([) temple, dedicated to the eight Dragon-kings, is 
mentioned in the Seki no akikaze ~. The author of this work

\ Sa>ishn kidan, Ch. II, p. 712.

' written bY SHIRAKAWA RAKUO,

old man of Shirakawa" (i. e. MATSUDAIHA SADANOBU, ^ 2E 
1750 1829); llijctkka setsunn, Vol. ]£ Jh. , P- 977.

, "The merry 

t t w]lo ]iveci
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prayed there for rain himself, and his prayer was heard. Then 
he ordered the villagers to repair the shrine. Afterwards, when 
the sluices of heaven were opened too long, he successfully 
prayed to the dragons again, this time for stopping the rain.

§ 12. A Buddhist dragon's suicide.

The Nihon shnkyd fuzokushi l gives an old tradition explaining 
the names of three Buddhist temples in Shimosa province. In 
730 A. D., when the priest Shaku-myo by order of the Emperor 
prayed for rain, he had a splendid success, and at the same 
time a dragon appeared in the air, who cut his own body into 
three parts and died. The middle part fell in Imba district, 
where the temple called Ilyufukuji, f | ̂  ̂ f, or "Shrine of the 
Dragon's Belly", is to be found. The tail came down in Katori 
district (also in Shimosa), and caused the shrine Ryubiji'(jff Jig ^, 
"Temple of the Dragon's Tail") to be built, while the head 
descended on the spot where the aforesaid priest had been praying 
and where still nowadays the name of the sanctuary, Ryukakuji, 
fI ^ ̂ F» or "Temple of the Dragon's Horn'' (at Sakai village, 
Shimohabu district) reminds the believers of the dragon of old.

A similar legend is to be found in the Yuluj meisho ryaku 2, 
where the SJiasekishu, 3 is quoted. A blue dragon, on having heard 
a priest explaining Buddha's Law, was so full of emotion that 
his body divided itself into three parts. Where the head came 
down, Ryutoji, "the Temple of the Dragon's Head", was built 
(at Nara); in another place in Nara, where the dragon's tail 
fell down, Ryubiji was erected; and his trunk gave origin to 
the name of Ryufukuji, also in the old capital, the only 6ne of 
the three shrines which still existed in Muju's time (i. e. in the 
beginning of the fourteenth century).

§ 13. Conclusions.

The passages, referred to in this chapter, have clearly taught 
us that there were from ancient times in Japan three methods 
of causing or stopping rain. The oldest, probably originally

pi JUL 'fS- >u£' written i n KAT 

2 Ch. Ill, p. 54. Cf. above p. 170, note 4.
3 Ak TJT ^Jll, written by the Buddhist priest MUJU, $K /^ , who died in 1312.

Verb. Kon. Akad. v . Welenacli. (Afd. Letterk.) N. R. Dl. XIII, N  2. 12
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Japanese, although at the same time Chinese, way was offering 
white or black or red horses to the dragon-shaped river-gods 
(red horses only for stopping rain). Then followed the Chinese 
custom of the Emperor's praying to the four quarters of Heaven, 
and the, also quite Chinese, idea of stirring up the dragons by 
great noise (as was clone by the Court officials in 877 on the 
pond of the Sacred Spring Park). The same thought is found in 
the custom, prevalent in much later times, of throwing iron 
into a dragon's pond. The snake, and therefore also the dragon, 
which is considered to belong to the same species, is believed to 
hate and fear iron very strongly', and many a mighty serpent is 
said to have been killed or driven away by means of a single needle. 
Therefore, when iron is thrown into a pond, inhabited by a 
dragon, this rain-god is sure to get angry and to arise from his 
abode to the sky, which is in a moment covered with clouds. 
Then the dragon gives vent to his auger in a terrible thunder 
storm accompanied by heavy rains, and the aim of the person 
who threw the iron utensil or the metal shavings into the pond, 
is reached.

The third way of causing rain, i. e. the Buddhist method, 
started from an opposite point of view. Instead of making the 
dragons rise by annoying them, the Buddhist priests recited 
sutras which made such an impression upon the devout minds 
of the Nagas, that they at once used to assist mankind and to 
liberate the people from the terrible sufferings caused by a long 
dimight. Sometimes a sutra was read concerning the Cfaruda- 
kings, the deadly and much dreaded enemies of the Nagas, 
probably in order to make the latter feel quite dependent on 
Buddha's mighty protection. As Buddhism flourished more and 
more, this kind of rain-prayer soon became by far predominant 
in Japan. In the eighteenth century, however, the Chinese methods 
of stirring up the dragons seem to have revived. Nowadays, when 
in the seventh and eighth months a continuous drought prevails 
and the peasants anxiously look up to the sky, fearing that the 
crops may be spoiled, they often go about in processions, beating 
drums and making noise, just as the Court-officials did in the 
year 877 A. D. So deeply rooted are the old Chinese ideas in the 
minds of the people.

1 Of. above, pp. 07 sqq.

CHAPTER IV.

THE INDIAN NAGA IN JAPAN.

As we have seen above ', the Indian Naga legends served 
already in the time of the Nihonr/i, i . e. in the beginning of the 
eighth century, to embellish the old tales concerning the Japanese 
sea-gods. The magnificent palace of Oho-watatsumi no Mikoto 
at the bottom of the sea, and the "Jewel which grants all 
desires" of the Empress Jingo left no doubt about their Indian 
origin. It is no wonder then, that the more Buddha's Law 
flourished in Japan, the more the original Japanese sea and 
river-gods had to give way to the Indian conquerors; therefore 
most of the dragons, mentioned in later works, are Nagas. In 
Chapter III we have seen that the rain-prayers, first offered 
exclusively to different Shinto gods, especially to the dragon- 
shaped river-deities, from the ninth century were also addressed 
to the Nagas. In times of drought the Buddhist priests were 
more and more looked upon by the Emperors as the most powerful 
rescuers of the country, and large crowds of Shiugou priests recited 
their sutras in the Palace as well as at the Dragon pond of the 
Sacred Spring Park, in order to cause the Nagas to make it rain 
all over the country.

As to the legends, referred to- in this Chapter, many of them, 
although relating to Nagas, at the same time have Chinese 
features. This is quite clear, for it was via China that all the 
Indian tales came to Japan. Moreover, many originally Japanese 
dragons, to which Chinese legends were applied, were afterwards 
identified with Nagas, so that a blending of ideas was the result.

§ '1. The Dragon-kings revere Buddha's Law.

The Sandai jikuroku'* (901 A.D.) quotes a written supplication 
of the Lord of Harima, Sugawara no Koreyoshi (812 880), to

1 Book II, Ch. I, §§ 5 and 6, pp. 139 sqq.

2 Oh. V, p. 82: JJHIMDJ. it 

~fc Ilfil ^ ̂  Another text gives Ĵ  instead of >^ ; then it would mean: "The 

Dragon-kings transpose the precious stones of the water regions".
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the Great Buddha of Nara (in 861), in which we read these 
words: "You give motion to the Darkness and the Light; the 
Dragon-kings retreat into the depths of the water regions, and 
the stars spread all over the sky (i. e. by the influence of your 
Law)". In the same supplication ' we find the well-known term 
"Ryujin Jiachibu", fjf jji$/V iijj, "Dragons, Spirits, (or Dragon- 
gods), and (other beings of) the eight departments", a variant of 
Tenryu hachibu, ^ j||| /^ iifl, or Ryuten hachibu, ^§ ^ /V ^) 2- 

The Sliasekishu 3 (before 1312 A. D.) refers to a sutra entitled 
S/iinchikwaii-fyd 4, where we read: "If one wears only one Buddhist 
sacerdotal robe, he can cross the sea without being annoyed by 
poisonous dragons". So great is the reverence, even of these 
dangerous creatures, for Buddha and his believers.

§ 2. Dragons appear at the dedication of Buddhist temples.

The Fusd rynkki* (about 1150 A. D.) relates how in 506, Avhen 
the Buddhist temple called Hokoji   was dedicated at Nara, a 
purple cloud descended from the sky and covered the pagoda as 
well as the Buddha hall; then the cloud became five-coloured and 
assumed the shape of a dragon or phoenix, or of a man or an 
animal. After a while it vanished in a western direction 7.

A work of much later date, the Yuho meisho ryaku 8 (1697), 
contains a legend about a Buddhist temple named Unryuzan, 
"Cloud-dragon-shrine", in Fuwa district, Mino province. When 
the abbot Byushu 9, who lived 1307 1388, was erecting this 
sanctuary, on the day of his starting the work a dragon appeared 
with a pearl in its mouth, a very good sign indeed. For this 
reason he called the mountain RyUskuho, "Dragon-peaii-peak" 
(ffI ^ H! )  When the temple was ready, a rain of flowers fell 
from heaven.

1 P. 85.
2 Of. above, Introd., § 1, pp. 1 sq., note 5.
3 Oh. VI, _£_, p. 17. See above, p. 177, note 3.

4
5 Ch. Ill, K. T. K. Vol. VI, p. 497. 
G

8 Ch. VI, p. 47. See above, p. 170, note 4.
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§ 3. Dragona living in ponds or lakes, mostly near Buddhist shrines.

In the history of Shitenno-ji, the "Monastery of the Four 
Deva-kiugs", the Buddhisj; monastery built by Shotoku Taishi 
at Namba (the present Osaka), we read that in the compound 
of one of the buildings of this monastery, called Keiden-iu, there 
was a deep pond, named Koryochi ', in which a b lue dragon was 
supposed to live a.

At a distance of 36 cho from the temple of Hakusun Gont/en, 
"The Manifestation of Mount Hakusan" (the Buddhist name of 
the ancient Shinto god of this holy mountain, which lies on the 
frontiers of Mino, Hida, Echizen and Kaga provinces) there was, 
according to the Kojidnn 3 (1210 1220 A. D.), a sacred pond 
called Mikuriya no ike, or "August Kitchen Pond". All the 
Dragon-kings were said to assemble there and to prepare their 
food (f^fc^> kuyo, food for offerings). Human beings could not 
approach it, for as soon as they had the audacity of doing so, 
a violent thunderstorm burst forth and killed the culprits 4. Yet 
two holy men prayed to Hakusan Gongen to allow them to scoop a 
little water out of this pond. Another priest, who heard this, stayed 
for thirty seven days in the temple, continually repeating the 
same prayer. Then he went to the bank of the pond and earnestly 
practised the kuyo-lid or "food-oifering-inethod". The sky was 
clear and there was no thunder or rain to drive him away. No 
sooner, however, did he scoop a little water into a pitcher, than 
his mind became confused and he felt as if he were dying. Yet 
he was able to return home after having concentrated his thoughts. 
Sick people who drank this water or rubbed themselves with it, 
were sure to be cured by the power of Buddha's Law.

The Uji shni monogatari 3 (1213 1218) contains a tale about 
a young Buddhist priest who lived in the Nara period (719 784) 
and made the following practical joke. On the bank of the Sarusawa 
pond (near the Kofuku temple) he put up a placard, announcing 
that on a special day and hour a dragon would arise from the

ta jg
2 Fuso ryakki, Ch. Ill, p. 495.
3 Ch. V, K. T. K. Vol. XV, p. 119.

S&^IW
5 Ch. XI, K.T.K. Vol. XVII, p. 225. See above, p. 171, note 6.
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pond. As the passers-by, who read this, all believed it, on the 
indicated day an immense crowd flocked together from Yarnato, 
Kawachi, Izumi and Settsu provinces, in order to see the miracle. 
The priest himself, standing at the gate of the Kofuku temple, 
was highly amused by the success of his joke and laughed in 
his sleeve when seeing the crowd on the tiptoe of expectation. 
When the evening fell and no dragon appeared, they all went 
home greatly disappointed.

The Gempei seisuiki 1 (about 1250) tells us how in 717 A. D. the 
Zen priest Shiiiyu was invited by an unknown goddess, who said 
to have always protected the Emperor and the people, to come 
to the top of Mount Hakusan, in order to worship there her 
"real shape". When he went there, and prayed near the pond 
on the mountain, at the same time uttering incantations (kaji) 
and making three sacred mudras (mystic finger-distortions), there 
arose from the midst of the pond an enormous nine-headed, 
serpent-shaped dragon. The priest, however, declared that this 
was not the deity's real shape, and increased the power of his 
mantras (magical formulae), till he at last beheld the august 
form of the Eleven-faced Kwannon.

When connecting this legend with the passage of the KojMan, 
referred to above, we may easily conjecture that the sacred pond 
on Mount Hakusan had been from olden times the abode of an 
original Japanese dragon, which gave rise to different Buddhist 
dragon legends in regard to this pond.

In the Genkd SJuikmho 2 (before 1316) we read that the day 
before the priest Jitsuhan's 3 arrival at Daigoji (in Kyoto), Grenkaku 4 , 
the abbot of this monastery, saw in a dream a blue dragon 
arising from the pond in the garden, lifting up his head and 
spouting clear water from its mouth. As he understood the 
meaning of this dream, the abbot the next morning ordered his 
pupils to clean the monastery thoroughly in order to graciously 
receive the venerable pupil, who actually arrived.

In a much later work, the Snnshu. kidan kohen 5 ( 1719), we find 
the following particulars about an old woman who could cure 
all kinds of diseases. She was believed to be possessed by the god 
of the neighbouring pond, be it a river-otter (knim-ow, fc $|$), 
or a di'fiyon-snuke ( ffKlfe'tj)' She was a strange, poor old woman,

\ Ch. XXXIX, p. 742. See above, p. 165, note 2. 
2 Ch. XIII, p. 853.

5 Ch. VII, pp. 978 seqq. See above, p. 174, note \ .
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who ate nothing but boiled flour, and refused to accept money 
from her patients. Her fame was so great, that hundreds of 
people came from far and near to obtain some medicine from 
her. And queer medicine it was, for in reality it was nothing at 
all. After a patient had told her his complaint, she went inside, 
put a rush mat upon her head, and after having thus meditated 
for a while she came out of the house and gave an imaginary 
medicine to the patient, saying: "Here are doses for seven days. 
Only if you believe in me and think that you swallow medicine, 
it certainly shall have a good effect. If it has no result within 
yeveu days, you must come back 1 '. If tho person followed her 
advice, he actually recovered. It was no wonder that the patients 
flocked together from all quarters. As she was busy from morning 
till night, she distributed charms, with "Nauru Amida Butsu" 
or something of the kind written on them and marked with her 
stamp, instead of keeping the longer procedure which she had 
followed in the beginning. If anybody tried to deceive her, she 
immediately discovered this. She was such a wonderful being, 
that there were people who proposed to buy her for seven 
hundred ryo (from the villagers?) and to take her to the capital, 
but this was prevented by the authorities. Her strange food gave 
rise to the suspicion as to her being possessed by a tanuki, 
especially because she used to eat with her face hidden in the 
vessel. Others supposed her to be the mother of Ho-kuu ($|J jj$f , 
Lord Salted Fish [? ]), or the wife of the a Great King with the 
straw sandals" ', i.e. one of the Ni-6 2 . But the physician of the 
place was of another opinion. He said to HOTTA, the author of 
the Sanxfiil kida.il kohaa: " This old woman is assisted by some 
water-demon. I have often heard the villagers tell that she 
'purifies herself 3, as she calls it, twice a day, going into the 
pond and repeatedly diving under water, so that even her 
head is not visible. After having spoken with several patients 
she washes her head with well water, and if her head i* not 
wet, she cannot see her patients. She certainly is a creature 
connected with the pond, be it a river-otter or a dragon-snake. 
Some thirty or forty years ago, when her husband was still 
alive, one winter there came a Buddhist nun and lodged in their 
house, who washed clothes and served not only for herself but 
also for others. Thenceforth she stayed there every month for
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three or four days, and then went home. At last the man, 
warned by a neighbour, watched her from the upper story of 
the latter's house, and saw her coming out of his house. After 
having walked some distance in human shape, she was trans 
formed into a line of white vapour ( £| jjfc ) , flew to the pond, 
and disappeared under the water. The man, very much frightened 
by this sight, went to a neighbouring Buddhist temple and 
requested the priest to recite prayers on his behalf. Moreover, 
he pasted holy Buddhist texts and charms on the walls of his 
house, in order to avert the evil. This was sufficient, for the 
nun never returned. Within a couple of years, however, the man 
died, and now, after more than thirty years, again such strange 
things happen in the same house. Probably the old woman is 
possessed by the Master (3£, nuslii) of the pond". So spoke the 
physician, no doubt jealous of the woman on account of her 
medical fame, but at the same time clearly expressing the 
superstitious ideas of the people. The term "dragon-snake" seems 
to indicate the Naga, a serpent identified with a dragon; more 
over, Buddhism plays a predominant part in this story.

Before the Restoration a so-called "Dragon-god festival" ( Rylijin- 
 *"«> If! JjilfJ ^ ) used to be yearly celebrated by the priest of 
the Gongen shrine at Hakone, the well-known mountain village 
in Sagami province. Three hundred thirty three go (-p^) of "red 
rice" (xekihan), in a new wooden rice bowl, were offered to the 
Dragon-god of Hakone lake in the following way. The Buddhist 
priest (now leyasu's shrine belongs to Shinto) went in a boat to 
the middle of the lake and there placed the bowl on the water, 
whereupon the boat went on, neither the priest nor the boatmen 
looking back. Then they heard a sound as of a whirlpool on the 
spot where the offering had been made, and the bowl disappeared 
under the water '.

§ 4. Reborn as dragons.

In the Tailteiki* (about 1382) we read the following legend. 
The second son of the Emperor Godaigo, Prince Takanaga, also 
called Ichi no Miya, who had been banished to Hata in Tosa 
province, longed so much for his consort, who had remained in 
Kyoto, that he despatched his faithful vassal, Hada no Takebumi,

1 Nilum shutojo fuzoku shi, £J 2pC ^
2 Ch. XVIII, p. 14a.

(written in 1902), p. 213.
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to the capital in order to take her to his place of exile. When 
the latter was on his way to Tosa with the lady, and they were 
waiting for a propitious wind at Ama ga saki in Settsu province, 
there was a samurai, Matsuura Goro by name, who fell in love 
with the beautiful woman, stole her and after having taken her 
on board his ship, set sail at once. No sooner had Takebumi 
perceived this trick, than he called the vessel back with a loud 
voice, but the only answer he received was an outrageous laughter, 
and the vessel pursued its course. Then poor Takebumi, at his 
wit's end, said: "To-day I will become a dragon-god at the 
bottom of the sea, and check that ship". With these words he 
disemboweled himself and jumped into the sea. There is a well- 
known whirlpool, called Uwa no Naruto, the "Sounding door 
(i. e. eddy) of Uwa", between Shikoku and Awaji, which was said 
to be the Eastern Gate of the Dragon-palace. It was there that 
Takebutni's revenge revealed itself in a terrible way, for the vessel, 
caught by the eddy, was turned about for three days, and in 
vain all kinds of precious things, as bows and swords and clothes, 
were flung into the sea as offerings to the Dragon-god. Theii 
the crew arrived at the conclusion that the dragon wanted the 
woman herself, and Matsuura was about to throw her into the 
furious waves, when a Buddhist priest advised him not to arouse 
the Dragon-god's anger by making to him a human offering 
which he, the dragon, certainly disliked, being a pure being and 
a believer in Buddha. It is better, said the priest, to recite 
sutras and pray. So the whole crew prayed to Kwannon, and lo! 
there appeared on the waves Takebumi's spirit, still beckoning 
the vessel as he had done before his death, and preceded by 
several retainers on horseback. Although there often happened 
mysterious things on that spot, this time it was certainly 
Takebumi's angry soul which caused the calamity. Therefore they 
placed the woman, together with one sailor, in a small boat, 
hoping to satisfy the ghost in this way and to get rid of her 
without causing her death. As soon as they had done this, the 
ship was at once driven out of the whirlpool and disappeared 
in a western direction; it was never heard of again. As to the 
lady, she safely arrived at an island, where she was kindly 
received by the inhabitants, and where she remained for the rest 
of her life, not daring to run the risk of being stolen again.

In the Fuse lake in Etchu province, so tells us HOTTA, the 
author of the Saiitthii kidan and the Sanshil kidan kohen ' , a

1 Ch. VII, pp. 988 seqq.
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disappointed lover was said to have drowned himself, and his 
passion (^ ̂ , shunen) was believed to have condensed into 
the form of a white dragon (with other words, his soul, on 
account of its passionate condition at the time of his death, 
was reincarnated in a dragon). This was in HOTTA'S days 
(eighteenth century) an old tale, and the lake had become ten times 
narrower than before, so that the dragon was no longer supposed 
to live in the water, but in a so-called "dragon-hole" (ryu-kutsu, 
fifl |« ) under the ground, where "dragon-vapours", or "dragon- 
breath", (fjfi Hi) used to rise as a sign of the demon's presence 
(these are Chinese ideas). In the beginning of the Anei era 
(1772 1780) people who crossed a neighbouring ferry of the 
river which flows into the lake, saw a long, white monster 
swimming from the lake into the river mouth. When it was 
at the bottom of the stream the water became quite white. 
Sometimes the dragon showed his snow-white back, but not his 
head or tail. Some people, who had seen his head, which seldom 
was visible, said that it was square. After having enjoyed himself 
in swimming along the coast for one day, he disappeared. 
This dragon was said to have lived in that vicinity for a long 
time, and as he was called "the white man" ( £f ^ , shiro-otoko), 
HOTTA supposes him to be the same person who once drowned 
himself and took this shape after having been deceived by his 
sweetheart, "the white girl", and was afterwards living under 
the ground because the lake had become too narrow. As he could 
not immer.se the laud and destroy the fields, he from time to 
time simply made an excursion to the neighbouring sea coa^t. 
At the same ferry there was a creature called "s/tiya", which 
stretched itself and checked the boats when the snow began to 
melt; this was also some "breath" (^), probably, says HOTTA, 
the same "dragon-breath" which was examined by a wonder 
fully daring man during the Keicho era (1596 1614) according 
to the work entitled " Chug Maiden" ' .

According to a modern work, the Nikon sliul-yo fiizoJcu ahi 
mentioned above 2, there is in Kasahara village, Totomi province, 
a pond called "Sakura ga ike", "Cherry-tree Pond". It is the 
abode of a huge dragon, to whom those who have a special wish 
pray on the middle day of Mgan ($£ ^ , "yonder shore", a 
period of seven days in either equinox; the middle day is the

(time and author?). 
2 P. 117, note 1; p. 204.
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equinoctial day), at the same time making an offering to him 
consisting of a bucket of hard boiled rice (hwumenhi, fJM |Ri 
i.e. sckifian, ^jfififi, 'red rice", rice boiled with red beans), which 
they cause to float 011 the water. If they afterwards find the 
bucket empty, this is a sign that the dragon has eaten the rice, 
accepting the offering and hearing the prayer, but if the rice is 
still in the bucket, the prayer will not be fulfilled. This dragon 
is the reincarnation of the Buddhist prie>t Geuko, ygf Ifl, a Tendai 

priest of Hieizan, teacher of Honen shonin, ££$$, who lived 
1132 1212. Genko wished to become a dragon, because his life 
was too short to obtain a sufficient knowledge of Buddha's 
doctrine. One day he heard from one of his disciples that the 
above mentioned pond was an excellent place for a dragon to 
live in. Then he sat down in religious meditation (samHdhi), put 
one drop of water in his hand, by means of which he made 
clouds and rain, and flew through the air to the pond. There 
he died in meditation, and when his disciple came and called 
him, an enormous dragon appeared above the water and wept. 
At the pupil's request he assumed his former human shape and 
talked with him for a long time.

We may make mention here of an old legend, to be found in 
the Gukwanshd ', which told that Inoue no Xaishimio, the Imperial 
Princess Inoue, daughter of the Emperor Shomu and Consort of 
the Emperor Kouin, had become a dragon even before her death. 
She Avas accused of having practised wu-ku, /|X ij^ , a Chinese 
magic art exercised by means of small reptiles and insects 2, in 
order to have her son made Crowuprince. For this reason she 
was imprisoned in a hole in 772 by order of the Prime Minister 
Fujiwara no Momokawa, and three years later both she and her 
son died. According to popular tradition, however, she had turned 
into a dragon even before her death.

(5 5. Dragon-kings of the aea check the course of vessels in order 
to obtain special Buddhist treasures as offerings

The Fuso ryaL-ki* ( 1150) relates the following legend concerning 
the abbot Dosho (Ht?), who went to China in 651 and,

who died in 1225;\ ISt ^ ffi, probably written by Bishop JI-EN, 3& [j

K. T. K!"VO!. XIV, Ch. VII, p. 597.
2 Of. DE GROOT, Religious System of China, Vol. V, Ch. II, pp. 820 seqq.
3 Ch. IV, K. T. K. Vol. VI, p. 514.
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when he returned to Japan, obtained from Hiien Tsang, the 
famous pilgrim who went to India in 629 and returned in 645, 
besides a relic of Buddha and sutras a small kettle for preparing 
medicines. Huen Tsang had brought this kettle with him from 
India and said that it was of the utmost value, because all 
diseases could be cured by means of the medicines cooked in it. 
This proved to be true, for one of Dosho's companions, who fell 
ill before they left China, was cured at once thanks to this 
marvellous utensil. On their way to Japan, in the midst of the 
ocean, the ship suddenly stopped and did not move for seven 
days, while wind and waves were raging around it in a terrible 
way. Then a diviner said: "There is something on board which 
is wanted by the Sea-god. I think it is the kettle". First the 
abbot refused to give up his treasure, and said that there was 
no reason why the Dragon-king should ask for it. But when the 
others, afraid for their lives, urgently begged him to follow the 
diviner's advice, the priest gave in and threw the kettle into 
the sea. Immediately the storm and the waves abated, the ship 
could continue its course, and soon they arrived in Japan. 
Apparently the Dragon-king had actually wanted the offering of 
the sacred kettle.

The Konjaku monogatari ' describes how a Prime Minister, who 
for his king transported a precious Buddha image across the sea, 
was overtaken by a terrible storm. It was in vain that he threw 
all kinds of precious things into the sea, the Dragon-king appa 
rently wanted something else. At last the minister understood 
what would appease him, and, praying for his life, he offered 
the pearl from between the eyebrows of the Buddha image. 
The Dragon-king stretched out his hand and took the pearl, 
whereupon the storm calmed down. Although this danger was 
over, the minister, who was convinced that he would be decapi 
tated when he confessed to his sovereign the loss of the 
pearl, wept bitterly and besought the Dragon to return the 
treasure. Then the Sea-god appeared to him in a dream and 
promised to restore the pearl to him, if he would stop the nine 
tortures which were inflicted upon the dragons. Rejoiced the 
man awoke and, addressing the sea, answered that he was willing 
to free the dragons from their tortures by copying and offering 
holy Buddhist texts. And when he had done so, the Dragon-king 
kept his promise and returned the pearl; but it had lost its 
lustre. The Sea-god again appeared to the minister in a dream

1 Oh. XI, K.T.K. Vol. XVI, pp. 571 seq.
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and said that the pearl had freed him from the tortures of the 
serpent-road (JtSljM)j but that the Kon</o-lummja-kyd (Vajra- 
praJHaparamita sutra, cf. above, p. 3i), which he had copied on 
his (the dragon's) behalf, had been still more powerful, as it had 
removed all his sufferings.

§ 0. The "jewel which grants all deaires" (cintamani).

There lived in Northern India a Buddhist abbot, "Buddha's 
vow" ' by name, who for the sake of mankind sought the "Precious 
pearl which grants all desires'' 2. He went on board a ship and, 
when in the midst of the sea, by Buddha's power called up the 
Dragon-king. After having bound him by means of mystic for 
mulae (tantras), he required the pearl from him, whereupon the 
dragon, unable to escape, took the pearl from his head and 
prepared to hand it over to the priest. The latter stretched out 
his left hand, at the same time making the "sword-sign"', a 
mudra (mystic finger-twisting), with his right hand. The Dragon- 
king, however, said: "In former times, when the Dragon-king 
Sagara's daughter gave a precious pearl to Qakyamuni, the latter 
received it with folded hands; why should a pupil of the Buddha 
accept it with one hand?" Then the priest folded his hands, 
giving up the mudra, and was about to take the pearl, when 
the Dragon-king, no longer suppressed by the mystic sign, freed 
himself from his bauds and ascended to the sky, leaving the 
abbot behind with empty hands, and destroying his boat. The 
only man who was saved was the priest himself. Afterwards the 
same abbot met Bodhidharma 3, the patriarch, who came across 
the sea from Southern India (in 526), and together they went 
to Japan"*.

§ 7. The eight Dragon-kings-

At the time of Bishop Jie s being head-abbot (zasu, |H 3:) 
of Hieizan, somebody saw in a dream seven of the eight Great

1 jfy 4jL , Bussei.

2 ^[p lif ^ ̂ t, nyo-i hoju, cinlamani, eomp. above, p. 10.

3 ifrfr 1st! P^ Baramon, the "Wall-gazing Brahman".
9vV TPt*^ I •

4 FusiJ ryakki, ^ ̂ £ (Shomu Tenno), K. T. K. Vol. VI, p. 564.
5 Jie lived 912 985, cf. above, Book II, Ch. Ill, § 6, p. 170, note 9.
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Dragon-kings ' crossing a large sea in ships; on the eighth vessel 
no dragon was to be seen. When the man asked the reason of 
this Dragon-king's absence, he received the answer that the absent 
dragon was at present head-abbot of Hieizan. Evidently -lie was 
a metamorphosis of Utpala 2, the last of the eight Dragon-kings. 
That a dragon was his "real shape" we have seen above 3.

In the Taiheiki* an exile on Sado island prays to different gods 
to make a ship approach his lonely place. Among these deities 
are: "Gougen (Manifestations), Kongo doji ( } ra}ra kumara), 
Tenryii (Heavenly Dragons), Yasha (Yakshas), and the eight 
Great Dragon-kings" J. Apparently the Nagas last- mentioned were 
considered to be different from the Heavenly Dragons, which 
formed one of the four classes of Nagas, mentioned above  . The 
eight Dragon-kings probably belonged to the second class of 
Nagas, the "Divine Dragons"

§ 8. The Dragon-gods of the inner and outer seas.

The Gempei xeimiki ' says that Fujiwara no Yasuyori, banished 
to the island called Kikai ga shima, invoked the compassion of 
"the dragon-gods of the inner and outer seas, and (the other 
beings of) the eight departments"". The same expression, i. e. 
"dragon-gods of the inner and outer seas", is found in the 
Taiheiki 9, where we read how in the year 1333 Nitta Yoshisacla, 
Godaigo's faithful general, invoked them. He was marching towards 
Kamakura in order to punish the Shikken Hojo Takatoki, and 
when he arrived at Inamurazaki, a cape between Enoshima and 
Kamakura, he prayed to the "Dragon-gods of the inner and 
outer seas" to make the sea retreat, that he might be able to 
pass with his troops along the shore and thus easily reach 
Kamakura. They apparently heard his prayer, for that night the 
tide suddenly became so low, that Takatoki's ships could not 
approach the coast, and the arrows of his soldiers could not 
reach Nitta's troops, which marched along the dry shore straight

1 Cf. above, Introd., § I, p. 4.

2 HI $fr H B! lE . Uhadiim Ryu-o.

3 Book II, Ch. Ill, § 6, p. 170.
4 Ch. II, p. 9a.

5 m m&m
G Introd., § 3, p. 21.
8 ni A

7 Oh. VII, p. 183.
Cf- above ' Introd -' S ! ' note 5-

9 Ch. X, p. 7&.
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to Kamakura. There they forced their way into the town and 
caused Takatoki to disembowel himself.

§ 9. Dragon-palaces.

According to the Genku Shakusho ' the Chinese bonze Kien 
Chen 2, when crossing the sea on his way to Japan, was invited 
by a dragon-god to come to his palace and preach for him 3. 
After having complied with the request the priest continued his 
journey and at last (in 762) arrived in Kyushu (then called 
Dazaifu).

The famous legend concerning Taioara Toda, which is found 
in the Honcho kwaidim koji 4 , is a blending of Chinese and Indian 
ideas. It runs as follows. In the Hidesato temple, a Shinto shrine 
near the Seta bridge in Omi province, Tawara Toda 3, " Rice 
bag Toda", is worshipped together with Suifushin 0, the "God of 
the Water Department". If one takes a centipede (itmJciide) to 
this shrine, the animal immediately dies for the following reason. 
In olden times, when Fujiwara no Hidesato (who lived in the 
first half of the tenth century) crossed the bridge, a big serpent 
lay across it. The hero, however, was not at all afraid, and 
calmly stepped over the monster which at once disappeared into 
the water and returned in the shape of a beautiful woman. Two 
thousand years, she said, she had lived under this bridge, but 
never had she seen such a brave man as he. For this reason 
she requested him to destroy her enemy, a huge centipede 7 , 
which had killed her sons and grandsons. Hidesato promised 
her to do so and, armed with a bow and arrows, awaited the 
centipede on the bridge. There came from the top of Mikami 
yama two enormous lights, as big as the light of two hundred 
torches. These were the centipede's eyes, and Hidesato sent three 
arrows in that direction, whereupon the lights were extinguished

1 Ch. I, K.T.K. Vol. XIV, p. 042.
2 Hi 't£' Kansllin -

3 The toxt says only: "he went to the Dragon-palace", but the commentator explains 
the reason why lie did this.

4 2|S $\ '!'$ !pt A& ^i» ' W 1'itten i n 1 7il V the BuJdllist priest Kovo, M ^- 
Ch. I, nr 10, p. 29.

5 \n%$-k- ° fcffiw-
7 The centipede is, according to Chinese belief, the snake's deadly enemy, whose 

ability in killing snakes is so great, that it is considered to be an excellent charm 
against them, and used in order to cure diseases caused by /.-it-sorcery. Cf. DE GROOT, 
Religious System of China, Vol. V, pp. 863 seqq.
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and the monster died. The dragon woman, filled with joy and 
gratitude, took the hero with her to the splendid Dragon-palace, 
where she regaled him with delicious dishes and rewarded him 
with a piece of silk, a sword, an armour, a temple bell and a 
bag (taward) of rice. She said, that there would always be silk 
left as long as he lived, however much he might cut from it; 
and the hag of rice would never be empty '. As to the temple 
bell, this was the most precious treasure of the Dragon-palace.

After his return to the world of men Hidesato offered the 
bell to Miidera, the famous Buddhist monastery near Otsxi in 
Omi province. One day a priest of Hieizan stole it, but as it did 
not produce any sound but the words: "I wish to go back to 
Miidera", he angrily threw it into the valley, where it was found 
and taken back to Miidera by the monks of this monastery. 
Then a small snake appeared and, stroking the cracks of the 
bell with its tail, made them vanish at once, so that the precious 
object was uninjured as before.

The Taikeiki*, which also tells Tawara Toda's legend, says that 
the bell was stolen during the war between Miidera and Hieizan, 
when the former monastery was on fire, and that it fell to 
pieces in the valley, but was restored by the snake in one night. 
The snake was probably the dragon woman herself or a messenger 
from the Dragon-palace. In the version of the Taiheiki the serpent 
which Hidesato met on the bridge did not change into a woman, 
but into a strange small man; it was the Dragon-king himself. 
On account of the miraculous rice bag the hero was thenceforth 
called Tawara Toda, "Rice bag Toda" 3.

The Yuho meisho ryaku (1697) 4 mentions a Buddhist priest, 
Nanzo by name, who lived in the Enkyu era (10S9 1073) and 
who for three years prayed in the temple of Kumano Gongeu

1 In a later version of the legend he got a hox of white wood, three or four sun 
square, called debebako, {fj ^t ^ i "Rice supplying box". This was put ahove the 
ceiling, and if one placed a rice box beneath and pointed at the box above, saying: 
"Rice for to-morrow for so many persons", the next morning certainly such a quantity 
of rice was in the box beneath. This miraculous box remained in the family for many 
generations, and retained the same faculty of giving rice, till it was taken down to be 
cleaned and by mistake was dropped on the stones in the garden. Then it broke, and 
a dead little white snake fell out of it. After that no rice was provided any more, but 
the box and the snake are still preserved by the family.

2 Ch. XV, p. 5.

3 In reality the name Tawara was written ffl PS , not kfe. Tawara, ffl IS , 
is the name of a noble family at Aki (Bungo province), and of a place in Mikawa.

4 Ch. X, p. 39; see above, p. 170, note 4. This passage is quoted in the Nikon 
shiikyo fiizoku shi ( 1902), p. 247.

193

for a long life, that he might be able to thoroughly study 
Buddha's doctrine. At last he learned by a divine revelation in 
a dream that, if he went to a large, deep lake on Mount Koto- 
wake, on the frontiers of Hitachi and Mutsu provinces, he would 
become a dragon and have a very long life. Highly rejoiced at 
the success of his prayers he followed the god s advice and took 
up his abode in a hole near the lake, where he spent his days 
in reading sutras and leading a strictly ascetic life. But a female 
dragon, who daily visited him in the shape of a beautiful woman, 
in order to hear him reciting the sutras, fell in love with him 
and invited him to go with her to the dragon-palace at the 
bottom of the lake. He followed her, carrying eight sutra rolls, 
and forthwith lived with the woman in the luxurious mansion, 
where he changed into an eight-headed dragon (on account of 
the eight sutra rolls). His voice is often heard, reciting the sutras 
in the lake. About three ri from this spot there is another lake 
on Nuka ga take, which formerly was inhabited by a-nine-headed 
male dragon. This was the above-mentioned dragon-woman's 
husband, and when his place was taken by his eight-headed rival 
(tie transformed priest), he went to the other lake and had a 
fight with the obtruder, but was beaten and killed. For this 
reason no longer a dragon lives in the lake of Nuka ga take.

Finally, we may refer to a name, formerly given to the seastar 
on account of its resemblance to the common spools for winding 
thread on, i. e. Eynya no itomaki, fc spool of the Dragon-palace"'.

§ 10. Dragons connected with Buddhist priests.

The Ge-nko Shftfai.i/io says that a blue dragon appeared to the 
Tendai priest Eisai (^{D-}), when he in 11(58 ascended the 
Chinese Tcai (j^f) mountain, the holy ground of the Tendai sect 3.

In the same work we read how the Dragon-king Kwo-taku 
(]|| y||) announced in a dream to the Chinese teacher of Fang- 
Ngan (^f ^) and Enji (|H| ^, i.e. the Japanese priest Ben-en,
^f IB)' tnat tnese two PuPils were now rea(ty to become priests. 
In consequence of this dream the master sent the latter back 
to Japan, in order that he might preach the Law there 3.

A third legend found in this work speaks of a daughter of 
the Emperor Snjaku (930 946), who went mad and, clad m

\ Intel zakkd, ±& ]J£ $& 3j, , Gu- IV' written by KITAMORA SHINSETSU, 
^ t'tj* & f$ C1783 1856)"' Hyakka setsurin, |j| ~~^   ', p. 520. 

2 Ch. 11, K. T. K. Vol. XIV, p. 658. 3 Ch. VII. p. 747. 
Verb. Ron. Akad. v. Wetenaoh. (Afd. Lelterk.) N. R. Dl XIII, N . 2. 13
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scanty garment*, visited the cottage of a Buddhist hermit, to 
beseech him to hold incantations on her behalf (i. e. to exorcise 
the evil spirit which was possessing her). The hermit agreed and 
the Princess returned home. In the middle of the night she 
(i. e. the evil spirit within her) suddenly exclaimed: "Help, help! 
a dragon is about to cut my throat with a sword, and a boy is 
tying me with a rope!" The ladies in waiting were very much 
frightened, but the next morning the patient was cured. A dragon 
and an angel, invoked by the priest's incantations, had driven 
out the evil demon '.

§ 11. Eight dragons ridden through the sky by a Buddhist deity.

The Taihi'iki'2 describes the vision of a man who passed the 
night praying before the Outer Shrine (Gegu) at Ise. He saw a 
gigantic god with twelve faces and forty two arms, brandishing 
swords and lances and riding eight dragons through the air 
amidst rain and wind, at the head of many others who drove 
in carriages above the clouds. They came from all sides, two or 
three thousand in all, in carriages or on horseback, while a 
brilliant palace, made of precious stones and silver, glittered in 
the sky.

§ 12. Curses wrought by dragons.

The Fhlnchoinonxhu 3 mentions curses of dragons in the fol 
lowing passages. " An old tradition said that the guardian-god of 
the Ryumon temple 4 , a Buddhist sanctuary especially devoted 
to the religions services for the deceased relatives of Mr Mogami 
Gengoro, in Dewa province, was a dragon. One day the stone 
wall of this shrine had fallen to ruins, and a large number of 
men were working there together and had piled up stones, when 
a snake, about six or seven inches long, appeared from under 
the stones, was pursued and killed. Those who had killed her, 
became at once giddy and died on the spot; the others, who 
had only pursued her, were ill for about fifty or sixty days. 
The body of this snake, tradition says, is now in the Keiyo 
temple opposite Asakiisa in Yedo".

1 Ch. XI, p. 822. 2 Ch. XII, p. 96.

3 jjjj/f z^H" f^j ^K|i written by an unknown author about 1700; Zoku Teikoku 

bunko, Vol. XLVII, Ch. IX, p. 120.

4 jj| ptj ^, "Dragon-gate temple".
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No less severe was the curse of another snake-shaped dragon. 
The house of the head of a village called " Rtju no ike" o r 
"Dragon's pond", in Uma district, lyo province, was said to be 
built on a pool, inhabited by a dragon in remote ages. A pond 
in the garden, three or four shaku square, which was the 
remainder of this pool, was never dry, not even in times of drought. 
On the 15th day of the 7th month (Ullambana, the Boil-festival 
for the dead) of the year 1(538 the villagers were dancing (the 
"bon-odvri", o r "bon-dance") in this garden and making such a 
noise, that it lasted a while before they heard the master of 
the house crying for help. When they ran into the room, they 
found him standing in the dark, holding an animal by the throat 
which had swallowed one of the arms of his child, about eight 
years old. They cut the beast to pieces, but it became larger and 
larger and at last filled the whole room. It appeared to be an 
enormous serpent, yet it had evidently entered the house through 
a very small opening, only sufficient for an earthworm. Upon 
the sand of the pond a trace was visible, only a thin line, 
which showed that the dragon had crept out of the pond in the 
shape of au earthworm. The curse of the monster soon followed 
in a terrible way, for the whole family, more than seventy 
persons, died one after the other, except one blind minstrel who 
escaped this fate and told the story afterwards '.

A man whose ship knocked against a huge snake, thirteen 
ken long, killed the monster with his sword, and, in order to 
escape its curse, cut its trunk into three pieces, buried these 
together with the head, and had masses said for the animal's 
soul. Bat this was all in vain, for thirteen years later, on the 
same day of the same month, nay even at the same hour, he 
exclaimed: "I drink water", was choked and died. The people 
were convinced that his death was caused by the snake. This 
water-serpent was, of course, a dragon 2.

§ 13. Relics of dragons preserved in Buddhist temples.

At Noda, in Mikawa province, there is a Buddhist shrine called 
Senryu-in, or "Spring-dragon-temple" (^ fjf-g |££), where three 
dragon's scales are preserved. Before the temple was built, its 
founder, Morin ShOnin, preached there every night, and -each

1 Ch. IX, p. 128. The same legend is to be found in the Yamato kwai-i-lti 
&1 J|*5 W jfti, written by an unknown author in 1708), Ch. Ill, p. 13&. 

2 Ch. IV, p. 48.



196

time a beautiful woman came to listen, till she finally assumed 
her original shape, that of a huge serpent, which jumped into a 
pond near by and disappeared. The priest, who pitied the creature, 
filled up the pond and built a temple over it. Three scales, left 
by the dragon, are preserved in the sanctuary '.

One of the treasures of another Buddhist shrine, called Ryuyenjl, 
or "Dragon-spring-temple" (f|vjj^ ^p), in Hagi village, Mikawa 
province, is the tooth of a "hidden dragon" (yf|iff{, senryU), 
subdued by the priest Shutei ''.

§14. The "Dragon-flower-meeting".

In MIORA XKNSUKE'S Jhikkyo irohu jilen 3 , s. v. llyuge-e, fj^ |j| ̂ ", 
or "Dragon-flower-meeting 3 ', we read that, when Maitreya shall 
"forsake the world and find the truth of Buddha", he shall 
assemble a large crowd and expound his doctrine. All the trees 
on earth shall then assume the shapes of golden dragons and 
shall open their flowers. This is the meaning of the name of the 
religious meeting, mentioned above.

1 Mhon shUkijTi fu:oku slii ( 1902), p. 197.
2 Ibidem.
3 Vol. II, p. 63; cf. above, Introd., § 3, p. 22, note I .

CHAPTER V.

CHINESE AND INDIAN DRAGONS IDENTIFIED OR CONNECTED WITH 

ANCIENT JAPANESE DEITIES.

The Chinese and Indian ideas on dragons having so thoroughly 
pervaded the Japanese mind as we have seen in the preceding- 
chapters, it is not astonishing that many an ancient Shinto god 
was identified or connected with them. Sea-gods or serpent-shaped 
mountain-deities were especially liable to be considered in this 
light, and the thirteenth and later centuries did not hesitate to 
explain old legends of the gods in their own way, making abundant 
use of the words "Dragon-god" and BDragoii-king". The following- 
passages are specimens of this tendency.

§ 1. Sagara, the Dragon-king, the Yamato no orochi, Antoku Tenno 
and the Kusanagi sword.

The Gukwamlio ' (before 1225) tells us that It&ukushima no 
Jfyojin ( JH &j J HfJ jjiljj, the goddess of the island Itsiikushima 
in the Inland sea) was according to tradition a Dragon-king's 
daughter, reborn as Antoku Tenno, the unhappy Emperor 
who was drowned in his seventh year in the battle of Dan- 
no-ura (1185). His grandmother, Nii-uo-ama, Kiyomori's widow, 
jumped over board with the little Emperor, when she saw that 
the battle was lost. So the Dragon-king's daughter returned to

her father.
Details of this legend are found in the Gempel seisuild 2 (about 

1250), which relates that this goddess was a grandchild of 
Amaterasu, the Sun-goddess, and the daughter of the Dragon- 
king Sagara 3. The same work gives, in another passage * , the

1 Ch. V, K. T. K. Vol. XIV, p. 533. About the Gukwansho cf. above, p. 187, note 1
2 Ch. XII, Teikoku Bunko, Vol. V, p. 323.
3 '$$£ jiM %jfc , Shakatsura, i. e. Sagara, one of tha eight Great Dragon-kings. Cf. 

above Introd., § 1, p. 4; Book II, Ch. IV, § 6, p. 189. According to EITEL, Handbook 
of Chinese Burhlhism, Sagara's daughter, eight years old, became a Buddha under 
Manjucn's tuition. 4 Ch. XLIV, p. 1158.

t
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reason why the dragon was reborn as Antoku TennO. The retired 
Emperor Gro-Shirakawa, thus we read there, sought in vain the 
Kusfinagi sword ', one of the three treasures of the Imperial 
family, which Susauowo no Mikoto had found 'in the tail of the 
eight-headed serpent Yamato no orochi. After having prayed for 
seven days in the temple of Kamo, he received a divine revelation 
in a dream, to the effect that the sword was to be found at 
the bottom of the sea at Dan-no-ura, and that two female divers 
of that place, Oimatsu and Wakamatsu, a mother and her 
daughter, were to be ordered to seek it. In consequence of this 
dream Yosbitsune was despatched to Dan-no-ura, and the two 
women were told to dive for the sword. They obeyed and 
remained under water for a whole day (!) Then they returned 
to the surface, and the mother said that down there was a very 
strange place, which she could not enter without Buddha's powerful 
assistance; therefore she wanted the Nyoluj-kyd'1', a sutra, to be 
copied and wound around her body. Immediately a large number 
of venerable priests assembled and copied the sutra; the woman 
wound this round her body and dived again. This time it lasted 
no less than one day and one night before she came up, without 
the sword. Yoshitsune asked her what she had seen, but she 
answered that she could tell only the Emperor himself. So he 
took her to Kyoto, where she reported the following to the 
Emperor. She had entered the gate of a magnificent building, 
apparently the Dragon-king's palace, and when she had told that 
she came as a messenger from the Emperor of Japan, to ask for 
the precious sword, two Avomen led her into the garden, to an 
old pine tree, where from under a half-raised blind (sudare) she 
could look into a room. There she saw a big serpent, twenty 
shaku long, with a sword in its mouth and a child of seven or 
eight years within its coils. The monster's eyes were large and 
glittered like the sun and the moon, and its red tongue incessantly 
moved up and down. The serpent said to the woman : "Tell the 
Emperor, that this sword does not belong to Japan, but to the 
Dragon -pal ace. My second son 3, driven out of my palace on 
account of some evil deed, changed into the eight-headed serpent 
of the head-waters of the River Hi in Izumo (the Yamato no 
orochi), and was killed by Susanowo, who took the sword out of 
the snake's tail and gave it to Amaterasu. Under the reign of 
the Emperor Keiko (71   130 A. D.), when Prince Yamato-dake

\ Kusanayi no tsurugi, ^ ̂ j| jj$^, 2 
3 In the other versions of the legend it was his daughter.

I
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subjected the barbarians, Amaterasu handed over the sword to 
Utsuki no miya', who gave it to the Prince. Then my second 
son assumed the shape of a big snake, ten shaku long, and lay 
down in Yamato-dake's way at the foot of Ibukiyama (in Omi 
province), in order to frighten the Prince and take backthe sword. 
The Prince, however, was not afraid of the snake and stepped 
over it, thus frustrating my son's design ''. Finally, the latter 
reincarnated himself as the Emperor Antoku and jumped into 
the sea with the sword, which he returned to me. This child 
here is my son in his human shape, and the sword which I am 
holding in my mouth is the one you ask for. But I cannot give 
it to the Emperor". On receiving this message. Go Shirakawa 
was very much distressed and thought the precious object was 
lost. This was, however, not the case, for the real sword was 
preserved in the Great Shrine (Daijingu) at Ise, and Antoku's 
sword was only a counterfeit. How strange that the Dragon-god
did not know this!

Another legend in a different way connected the Knsanagi 
sword with a Dragon-king. In 67^ A. D. a Korean bonze stole 
the sword from the Shinto temple at Atsuta in Owari province, 
and hid it under his mantle. But a dark cloud descended before 
the shrine, took the treasure and placed it back into the sanctuary. 
Then the priest, after praying there for a hundred days, again 
stole the sword and fled to Omi province. Once more the black 
cloud appeared, deprived the thief of his pre}r and flew away 
with it an eastern direction (to Atsuta). A third time the theft 
seemed to be crowned with success, for the priest had succeeded 
in secretly carrying the sword on board a ship bound for Korea, 
when a severe storm arose and checked the vessel in its course. 
In despair the Korean threw the sword into the sea, and the 
Dragon-king took it and returned it to Atsiita 3.

§ 2. The Thunder-god caught by Sukaru and identified with a
Dragon-king.

In the Gemjici seimiki* w e find the following remarkable story.

\ Sjjz 'tj?. According to the ordinary legend Amaterasu gave the sword to her 

grandson Ninigi. Yamato-dake used it afterwards against the barbarians, and after his 
death it was placed in the Shinto temple of Atsuta in Owari province.

2 Cf. Nihonrji, Ch. VII, K. T. K. Vol. I, p. 148: The god of Mount Ibuki took the 
shape of a great serpent, but the Prince strode over it and passed on. Then the god 
"raised up the clouds and made an icy rain to full" (ASTON, Ni}iongi, Vol. I, p. 209).

3 Gempei seisuiki, Ch. XLIV, pp. 1157 seq.
4 Ch. XVII, p. 451, under the heading: "How Sukaru caught the Thunder".
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"At the time of the Emperor Yuryaku (the twenty second Emperor, 
157 179), there was an important vassal of His Majesty, Oshibe 
Sukaru by name. One day when this man entered the palace of 
Hatsuse Asakura and the apartments of the Emperor, who was 
staying there, the latter was just in intimate intercourse with 
the Empress. As just then a thunderstorm was raging, the 
monarch, for shame at having been surprised, ordered Sukaru, 
in order to get rid of him, to invite the roaring thunder (to 
the palace) The vassal, on having received the Imperial command, 
left the palace and rode on horseback from the road of Abe no 
Yamada to Toyora-dera, looking up to the sky and crying: 
'Thou, Thunder-god who art roaring in the sky, His Majesty 
commands thee to fall down'. The thunder, however, continued 
going away and making the air resound with its echoes. Then 
Sukaru again set spurs to his horse and exclaimed: 'Although 
thou art a Thunder-god, thou art roaring in the air of Japan. 
How shouldst thou be able to disobey the Emperor's order? 1 
Then with a loud noise the Dm<jon-king i-eturned and dropped 
on the earth between Toyora-dera and lioka. Sukaru at once 
called Shinto priests, caused them to place the Dragon-god in a 
sedan-chair, and returned to the palace. When he reported the 
matter to the Emperor, the Thunder erected his scales, stared 
with eyes dilating and watched the Palace, while his radiance 
illuminated the whole building. This spectacle frightened His 
Majesty, and, after having made all kinds of offerings to the 
Thunder-god, he quickly sent him back to the spot where he 
had fallen down. 'This spot is now called 'The Thunder's Hill' 
(Ikazuchi no oka)".

This is a very old legend, found in the Nihongi and the liyo- 
i-ld. The version of the Xilwnyi 1 is as follows:   " In the seventh 
year of the Emperor Yuryaku's reign (463), on the third day of 
the seventh month, His Majesty said to Oshibe no Sukaru, Minister 
of State (Muraji, }|f): 'I wish to see the shape of the god of 
Mimoro hill (Mimoro no oka, also called Mount Mimoro). As yoti 
excel others in strength, you shall go and after having caught 
him yourself, you must bring him here'. Sukaru answered: 'I 
will tiy to do so', and ascending Mimoro hill he caught a b ig 
serpent (fi $fe), which he showed to the Emperor. As the latter 
had not practised religious abstinence (in honour of the god),

1 Ch. XIV, p. 242. Cf. ASTON'S translation (Nihomji, Vol. I, p. 347), where the 
name is written "Sukaru Chihisako Be no Muraji". In the Gempei seiauilti (Ch. XVII, 

p. 431), however, at the side of the characters A? -%• "nK is written in kana: Oshibe.
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the deity's thunder rolled and his eyes flashed. The Emperor 
was frightened, covered his eyes and did not look upon the god, 
but hid himself in the interior of the Palace and ordered the 
snake to be released on the hill. For this reason the Emperor 
altered the deity's name into 'Ikazuchi' ('Thunderbolt')".

As to the Ilyo-i-ki ', this gives 'the same details as the Gempei
seisuiki, which apparently borrowed the legend from it. Instead
of "Dragon-king", or "Dragon-god"', however, the ancient work
simply calls the deity "Thunder-god' 1 (^ jjjty), which shows that
the identification of this divinity with a Dragon-king dates from
later times. The author of the Gempei nelnuiki, translating the
old text into modern Japanese, followed the ideas of his age,
and, changing the word "Thunder-god", which he once retained,
the two other times into "Dragon-king"' and "Dragon-god11 , he
added the words: "erected his scales and dilated his eyes". The
fact that the Nihoivji spoke of a serpe^-shaped mountain god
made the identification with a dragon quite logical. The author
of the Gempei seimiki omitted the last part of the legend, which
in the Ryo-i-ki runs as follows: "Afterwards, when Sukaru had
died, the Emperor by decree ordered to delay the funeral for
seven days and seven nights. He praised his loyalty and had his
tomb made on the same spot where the Thunder had fallen
down. Over the grave he erected a stone monument with the
following inscription: 'This is the Thunder-catcher Sukaru's tomb'.
The Thunder, angry at this insult, came down with a loud roar
and trampled upon the stone monument, but while he was
smashing it, he was seized (by Sukaru's ghost). When the Emperor
heard this, he released the Thunder, who was not dead, but,
being quite perplexed, remained there for seven days and seven
nights. The Emperor ordered another stone monument to be
erected with the following inscription: 'This is the tomb of
Sukaru, who in life-time and after death caught the Thunder'.
This is the reason why at the time of the old capital (i. e. Suiko
Tenno's capital, Owarida no miya, /] » yj^ |JJ ^; the Empress
Suiko reigned 593 628) this spot was called 'Thunder-hill'".

§ 3. Watatsumi no kami, the Sea-god, identified with a Dragon-king.

A similar alteration of an old text by the author of the Gempei 
seisuiki is to be found in the legend about Prince Yamato-dake,

1 J||L W =jl, written by the Buddhist priest KEIKAI about 750 A. D. Ch. I, 

Gunsho ruiju, nr 447, Vol. XVI, p. 23.
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who, when his ship was tossed about by wind and waves on its 
way from Musashi to Kazusa province, was saved by his talented 
concubine Ototo Tashibana hime, who jumped into the sea in 
order to sacrifice herself on behalf of the Prince to the Drcujon- 
god, and thus appeased the turbulent waves '. This legend is 
borrowed from the Nihongi 2, but there we read only about 
Watatsumi no kami 3, the "God of the Sea"

§ 4. The dragon-hole in the Gion shrine.

A dragon's hole in a Shinto temple is mentioned by the Zoku 
kojid<m\ This hole was said to be in the hoden ("treasure-hall", 
where the shintai or "god-bodies" of the gods are preserved) of 
the Gion shrine at Kyoto. In 1221, when the temple was destroyed 
by fire, Nashimoto, the Buddhist head-abbot (zasu) of Hieizan, 
tried to measure the depth of the hole, but even at a depth of 
fifty jo (five hundred shaku) the bottom was not yet reached.

§ 5. The dragon-snake offered by the Sea-god to the Sada shrine.

The Skokoku rijindan "' says the following : " In the Shinto 
temple of Sada, in Akika district, Izumo province, worship is 
performed in several ways. Between the eleventh and the fifteenth 
day of the tenth month there comes from the open sea a small 
snake, about one shaku long, floating on the waves and approaching 
the shore. It is a beautiful, gold-coloured animal, called drctgon- 
snake df|&*tv, ryifjit). The priest of the shrine, after having 
purified himself, goes to the beach and awaits the snake, which 
he carries, coiled up upon some seaweeds, to the temple. It is a 
present from the Sea-god to the shrine".

§ G A. dragon-snake as a tree-sprite on Koya san.

Another tale in the same work   refers to a serpent-shaped 
tree-sprite, the spirit of a willow called ja-yunnyi, $&$$, or 
"snake- willow", on Koya san. This was a big serpent or dragon,

1 Oh. XLIV. p. 1-157. 2 Ch. VII, K. T. K. Vol. I, p. 146.
3 Cf. above, Book II, Chap. I, § 3, p. 137.

^ $B( ~pf i* Ifyv 1 probably written at the end of the thirteenth or in the be 

ginning of the fourteenth century; Ch. IV, Gimsho ruiju, nr 487, Vol. XYII, p. 681.

^ ilf? pj| Jjl ^\ !»$£• written in 1746 by KIKUOKA SENRYO, ylj|i Efij v.t }|j» ; 
Ch. I, Zoku Teikoku Bunko, Vol. XX, p. 879.

6 Ch. I, p. 891.
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which from remote ages lived on this sacred mountain, till it was 
forced by Kobo Daishi to retreat to a spot about half a mile 
distant. He made the demon promise to do so by eaiising poisonous 
snakes to appear on his (the demon's) bod}', so that he suffered 
immensely and at once was willing to go away. Thenceforth 
Kobo Daishi forbade to bring flutes on the mountain, for fear 
that the sound of a flute, by its resembling a dragon's cry, 
might attract the serpent and cause it to return to its former 
abode. This was told by one of the monks to Hideyoshi, when 
the latter, staying as a pilgrim on the moimtain, had ordered 
a famous no-actor, whom he had taken with him, to give a 
performance. The monk warned him, not to arouse the dragon 
by flute playing, but Hideyoshi langhed at him. But no sooner 
had the tones of the flute resounded on the mountain, than 
dark clouds arose in the clear sky and covered the earth. A 
severe thunderstorm shook mountains and valleys, trees were 
uprooted and the rain poured down in torrents. Hideyoshi, 
frightened by these terrible signs of the dragon's presence, fled 
from the monastery and took shelter in a small house at the 
foot of the mountain. When about two hours had elapsed, the 
tempest abated, but Hideyoshi's unbelief in Kobo's wisdom was 
cured for ever.

§ 7. The "Heavenly Dragon's Well" at the Suwa shrine.

According to the Honchu zokiujendd ' , one of the seven wonders 
of the famous Shinto shrine of Suwa-lhjojin, at the Suwa lake 
(=H j|# $), Suwa-ko), where the Tenryu-gawa (^ H| Jll > " Hea- 
venly Dragon River") takes its rise, is the Tennjii no ido, or 
"Heavenly Dragon's Well" (^ ffl J $k\ There was always 
water dripping from the overhanging roof of the temple into 
this well, which phenomenon was apparently ascribed to a dragon. 
When Kublai Khan's Armada attacked Japan, the God of Suwa 
flew in the shape of a long, five-coloured cloud, having the 
resemblance of a serpent, from the lake to the West, in order 
to assist the Japanese against the foreign invaders 2.

In the neighbourhood of'the same "Heavenly Dragon River",

* 2J£ 1$ 'f& %^ ^' written in '174  by KIKUOKA SENRYO, 

(also called BEIZAN, ^ [ [[), Ch. I, p. 19, quoted in the Shiojiri, 
in 1749 by ZANSETSUSH\ SOKYU, EJjff @ -^ ^ 2^, ch- IL

2 Taihciki, Ch. XXXIX, p. 12.

, written
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in Totomi province, a big dragon's head was preserved in a 
Buddhist temple called Zuda-dera ( sj( [££ ^p). It was taken to 
Yedo and there shown to the people. The river's name was said 
to have originated from the presence of this dragon '.

§ 8. Kurikara Myo-o, the dragon-shaped mountain-god.

Another Shinto shrine, the temple of Kurikara Myo-o, 'pL ^ 
^3. HH ^)J zE' is dedicated to a dragon-shaped mountain-god, who 
is said to live in a waterfall on Mount Oyama in Sagami province. 
As the Nikon shukyd fu:oku .*/*«' 2 (1902) tells us, in olden times 
the Buddhist priest Ryoben was preaching there one day, when 
a violent thunderstorm suddenly arose and the water in the 
hollow, excavated by the cataract, was heavily disturbed. A huge 
dragon came forth from it and said to the priest: "I am the 
guardian-god of this mountain. After having heard your sermon, 
I wish to serve Buddha". Then Eyobeu worshipped the dragon, 
and afterwards as little Shinto shrine was built on the spot and 
dedicated to the dragon, which was called by the Buddhist name 
" Kurikara Myo-o", " Kurikara, the Light-King" (i. e. Vidya-raja, 
the word Light being used in tho sense of (mystic) Knowledge, 
Vitlyii).

This was apparently an original Japanese dragon-shaped moun 
tain-god, who was identified by the Buddhists with Fuclo Myo-o's 
dragon-shape; the Shinto shrine, however, remained his sanctuary. 
Kurikara is, as" we read in MIURA'S Bukkyo iroha jiten 3, Fudo 
Myo-o's " Sumtnfit" ( — ^ JfP) shape, a black dragon coiled 
around a sword.

1 Shiojiri, Ch. It, p. 1 1. 2 P. 214.
3 Vol. Ill, p. 57, s. v. Kurikara; cf. below, Ch. VI, § 10.

CHAPTER VI.

THE DRAGON-LANTERN.

Among the many njnes fatui of Japan the Dragon-lantern 
(RyUtQ, H| Jj^) occupies an important place. It mostly rises 
from the sea and flies from there to the moimtains, where it is 
seen hanging in some special old pine or ciyptomeria tree before 
a (mostly Buddhist) temple. Old pine trees especial^ are famous 
in respect to these mysterious lights, which are evidently offerings 
sent by the dragons of the sea to the deities or Buddhas or 
Boclhisattvas worshipped in the shrines. There is an enormous 
number of legends telling of the Dragon-lanterns appearing along 
the mountainous coasts of Japan. In order to make clear the 
people's ideas on this point, however, it may be sufficient to 
refer to a few passages, because they closely resemble one 
another, and the same conceptions lie at the bottom of them all.

The old annals do not speak of the Dragon-lantern, nor do 
we find any mention made of it in other books before the 
fourteenth century.

§ 1. Dengyo Daishi's image of Yakushi Nyorai.

The Kiyeyawa Yakushi e»yi ' says the following: tt The image 
of Yakushi Nyorai in Jokwoji (also called Shoryuzan, ^ jf§ ill» 
"Blue Dragon monastery"), in Katsushika district, Shimosa 
province, is made by Dengyo Daishi 2. When Jikaku Daishi 3 
stayed in Asakusa-dera (the famous Kwannon temple in Asakusa, 
the well-known district of Yedo), an old man with grey hair 
appeared to him and said: 'In the North-east there is a holy

1 -fa ~K J || m |*j|j J^ ^E, written in 1327 by the Buddhist priest GIJUN.

| $$, Gunslio ruiju, Vol. XV, nr 442, p. 637.

2 "f§ ^ "^ $ffi (767 8~2)' the founder of ttlB Tendai sect > n Japan.

3 " £lfi (794 8(J4)> in 834 appointed head (zasu) of the Tendai sect.
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place, where I have dedicated a miraculous image made by 
Dengyo Daishi'. Thereupon the man disappeared, and Jikaku went 
outside and looked towards the North-east. Suddenly a lucky 
cloud (Jfljj fjp, zui-un, a cloud of a lucky colour) arose, and in it 
a blue dragon was visible. Then the Daishi secretly left the 
temple and went in search of this blue dragon, till he arrived 
at the cottage (where the above-mentioned old man had lived 
as a hermit and had obtained the image). There he worshipped 
the image and saw the blue dragon, which was still there. 
Jikaku turned himself to the lucky cloud and addressed the 
dragon as follows: 'I wish to say a few words to you, you sacred 
dragon, listen to me. I want to built a temple here, which you 
must guard and protect from calamity. From this moment I 
appoint you guardian-god of the shrine'. When the Daishi had 
finished speaking, the dragon, which had listened motionless, 
with his head bent down in reverence, disappeared. The priest 
considered this to be a good sign, and called the sanctuary 
'Blue Dragon temple'. Up till this day from time to time a 
dragon-lantern appears there as a wonderful, lucky omen, probably 
in consequence of the above facts (i. e. because the blue dragon 
is the temple's guardian-god)".

The Edo meisho ki ' tells us that from olden times many 
pilgrims went up to this temple, which is also called Jokwoji 
(W~ 3fc Tp> " Temple of the Pure Light 1 '), to worship the dragon- 
lantern, which was sure to arise before the image of Yakushi Nyorai 
on the eighth "day of every month, and on New-Year's morning.

§ 2. Kobo Daishi's spirit.

In the Tomiol-ii, Hadiinmn sluiki, " History of the Shinto temple 
of Hachiman of Tomioka" 2, we read that in 16 28 Kobo Daishi's 
ghost appeared in a dream to a Shingon priest and ordered all 
the priests of his sect in Kwanto, except the heads of Koya and 
Sekigaku, to assemble in Eitaijima (in Yedo). They obeyed the 
saint's command and preached sermons for ninety days at a 
stretch. At the same time they erected a temple, dedicated to

written ASAI 7 who lived
1639 1709, and printed in 1062; Ch. HI, p. 19.

2 H N A ffi f  IE- q«oted byJ&juiiiAHA RYU-AN, I^ jg fjjfj |JP 

(1793 1870), in his Ryu-an zuihllsu, f|p^|^^i written in 1819, Ilyakka 
setsurin, Vol. ^ ~~ '. , p. 487.
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Kobo Daishi's soul (Mikage-do), and since that time a dragon- 
lantern arose before this shrine.

§ 3. Jigen Daishi's spirit.

The Jic/an Daishi den ' , the biography of Jigen Daishi, i. e. the 
Buddhist bishop Tenkai 2, who was greatly revered by leyasu, 
and who died in 1613, contains the following tale.   "In the 
evening of the second day of the eleventh month of the twentieth 
year of the Kwanei era (1613) a special service was held (for 
Jigen's soul) in the Sembakita temple (in Mnsashi), when a 
dragon-lantern rose from a well and hung on the top of a 
eryptomeria tree at the southern front of the kyakudeu ("reception- 
hall'' of the temple). Priests and laymen stared at the light with 
astonishment, and paid worship to it. Immediately a fast runner 
was despatched as a messenger to the Nikko temple, in order 
to proclaim the news, and everybody was filled with admiration 
(for Jigen's holiness, for his soul was evidently believed to be 
connected with the light, like that of Kobo Daishi in the prece 
ding legend)" 3.

§ 4 "Dragon-lantern pine trees".

Very frequently mention is made of so-called " Dragon-lantern 
pine trees" ( Rytitd no matsa, fj| %& ^ ), which stood before 
Buddhist temples, and in the branches of which a dragon-lantern 
was said to arise regularly. Now and then we read of such trees 
standing near Shinto shrines, but by far the greatest part of the 
passages concerning them, as well as those concerning the dragon- 
lantern in general, relate to Hudd/iist sanctuaries.

Before the chapel of Monju (Mailjucii), called Monjudo 
(TJT^ j|«), at A ma no hashidate (one of the Nihon saukei, the 
three most beautiful places of Japan) in Yosa district, Tango 
province, situated near the so-called Kuze no to, or Kire-to, there 
stood a "dragon-lantern pine tree". At midnight of the sixteenth

3 Curiously rationalistic at the side of these passages sound the following words of 

the Ensei meibulsu fohoi ( ^ g§ ^ flfift ^ f;f |^ , Ch. VIII), quoted on the 

same page of the Ryiian zuihitsu: — "The 'Devil-lights' (kirin, ^ $J|) and Diagon- 

lanterns which appear above swamps, pools, broad plains, mountain temples, grave 
yards etc. are 'zwavelslofgas' coming forth from rotten animals and plants". The word 
"zwavelstofgas", written in kana, is a Dutch word and must be "zwavelwaterstofgas", 

i. e. hydrogen sulphide.
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day of every month there appeared from the northeastern sea 
a dragon-lantern, which flew to this tree; and in the night of 
the sixteenth day of the first, fifth and ninth months another 
light, called the "Heavenly Lantern" ( Tento, ^ j^) descended 
from the sky. Also a third light, the so-called " Ise no go to", 
or "August Light of Ise", which is mentioned in the YuJio meisho 
ryaku 1 ( 1697), where it is said to be named Shinto ( jjilp'Mi, the 
"Sacred Light") and to be made by the divinity of the Daijingu 
at Ise (Amatera.su), was visible on this spot. The image of the 
Bodhisattva MafijuQri (Monju Bosatsu), which was worshipped 
there, was said to be of Indian origin and to have come out 
of the sea.

The same temple is referred to in the Kit zddanshfi 2, where 
we read the following particulars concerning the light:   "It 
comes from a deep spot in the sea, two eho from the "Broken 
Door" (Kire-to) of Haihidate, where the Gate of the Dragon- 
palace is said to be. When the weather is fine and wind and 
waves are calm, it goes from Kire-to to the Monju shrine. Unbe 
lieving people cannot see it, or, if they see it, they think it to be 
the light of some fisherman. It stops on the top of a high pine tree 
which stands about 20 ken south of the Monjudo. After half an hour 
or shorter it is extinguished. From time to time a little boy is 
seen on the top of the tree, carrying the lamp which is called 
Tendu, ^ ffi, " Heavenly Lantern" (this word may also be written
5^M' T6ndoi " Heavenly boy"). Formerly this boy (an angel) 
often appeared, but now rarely".

The Nikon ahakyo ftizoku .v/w' 3 (1902) mentions an old 'Dragon- 
lantern pine tree" which still stands near a Shinto temple called
U/tara jinjti (^ ̂  jjjfjj jjtt), in Karida village, Kyoto district, 
Buzen province. There Toyotama-bime, the Sea-god's daughter, 
in the shape of a dragon gave birth to a son 4, and at the same 
time a light (a dragon-lantern) came frying from the sea and 
hung in the same pinetree 5.

\ Ch. XIH, p. 18. About this work see above, p. 170, note 4.
2 -£jj- J§. ^j: |f^ -^, "Collection of all kinds of strange tales", written by "the 

son of Nakamura, Lord of Buzen", in the Tembun era (1532 1554) (ef. Mntsunoya 
hikki, Ch. Ill, p. 4, and the work itself, Ch. II, p- 15, where the author states that 
his father, Nakamura, Lord of Buaen, lived in the Bummei era (1469 1486).

3 P. 436. 4 Cf. above, Book II, Ch. I, § 5, p. 139.
5 Cf. the Buzen kokushi, J^L T^" [jglj ^?, written in 1865 by TAKADA. YOSHICHIKA,

• ^ fc f-r-f T . **Y*M .

pij JjJ pj Jf£, who does not call the light a dragon-lantern, but states that it 
appeared even in his days.
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We may mention here another Shinto shrine, the Sldrahiye 
jinja ( £j Hf j]j|{| jj[£) in Shiga district, Omi province, where a 
dragon-lantern was said to enter the worshipping hall (haiden) 
from time to time, instead of hanging in a pine tree 1 ; and the 
Jot/if (^ ^f ), a Shinto temple in Tsuruga, Echizen province, 
where every New-year's night such a light arose in a "Dragon- 
lantern pine tree" which stood in the temple garden 3.

Before the Buddhist chapel of Kasai Yakushi (•%£ ^ ̂  gjjj), 
situated on a mountain north of Okayama, in Bizen province, 
there stood a "Dragon-lantern pine tree". Every night, especially 
in summer time, will-o'-the-wisps were seen there 3.

§ 5. Tide-atonea connected with dragon-lanterns-

.On the top of Kaneyama, a ruoiintain very near the above- 
mentioned chapel of Kusai Yakushi, there was a big stone with 
a hole in it, about one shaku square. When tide was high, this 
hole was filled with water, and at. low tide it was dry 4.

It seems that such stones were considered to be connected 
with the dragons who sent the dragon-lanterns, for also 011 the 
Sata promontory, in Hata district, Tosa province (30 ri west of 
Kochi) there was at the same period (1746) the so-called Usldo- 
vthi ( Ji^J^) or "Tide-stone", a concave stone, filled with water 
at high tide and empty at ebb time, while on the same spot, 
near the Shinto temple of Ashizuri no Myojin (^ $fa J BfJ jjjty), 
a dragon-lantern used to appear from the sea simultaneously 
with the descent from the sky of a Heavenly Light ( Tento, 
^ j£|£). The latter was one of the seven wonders of the place. 
Another of these wonders was a dragon-horse, which used to 
come at the hour of the ox (1 3 a. m.) and to eat the small 
bamboo, which for this reason gradually died out in the vicinity 
of the temple 5).

The connection between the tide-stones and the dragons at once 
reminds us of the legends concerning Toyotama-hiko, the Sea-god, 
who gave the tide-jewel to Hiko-hohodemi e, and concerning the 
Empress Jingo, who was assisted by the gods of Kasuga and

1 YUho meisho ryaku ( 1697), Ch. VI, p. 16.
2 Toryuki liohen (see below, p. 210, note 2), p. 113.
3 Honcho zokugenshi ( 1746, cf. above, Book II, Ch. V, § 7, p. 203, note 1), Ch. 

IV, p. 10. 4 Ibidem.
5 Shokoku rijindan (1746, see above, p. 202, note 5), Ch. Ill, Section VI, p. 928.
6 See above, Book II, Ch. I, § 6, p. 140. 

Verb. Kon. Akad. v. Wetenaoh. (Afd. Letterk.) N. B. Dl. XIII, Na 2. 14
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Kawakami by means of tlie jewels of low and high tide, taken 
from Sagara, the Dragon-king'.

§ 6. Tha Mountain-light and the Dragon-lantern of Gammokuzan 
in Etehu province-

The Toyuki koken 2 states the following about a temple of the 
Zen sect iu Niikawa district, Etchu province, called Gammokuzan 
(HH |=J |1|) or Sakkwazan. When this shrine was opened by its 
founder, the priest Daitetsu, a pupil of Dogen (j|f 7G, Shoyo 
Daishi, 1200 1253), the Mountain-god and a Dragon-god assisted 
and performed all kinds of miracles. Still in the author's time 
(second half of the eighteenth century) yearly on the 13th day 
of the 7th month (probably the date of the opening of the 
shrine) two lights appeared on the top of a pine tree in the 
temple garden. One of these lights (that of the Mountain-god) 
came flying from the summit of Mount Tateyama, the other 
(that of the Dragon-god) rose up from the sea, and both stopped 
on the pine tree. They were called the Mountain-light and the 
Dragon-lantern (Santo, Ryuto), and were seen every year by the 
people of the neighbourhood. "Although", says TACHIBANA NANKEJ, 
"there are many cases of dragon-lanterns coming out of the sea, 
they rarely appear simultaneously and on the same pine tree 
with a mountain-light, as is the case at this temple".

§ 7. Kwannon's dragon-lantern at Ryukoji.

On Itozaki yama, in Echizen province, Hanuan (the present 
Sakai) district, there is a Buddhist temple called Liyukdji ( |f| 
jgL^f, "Dragon's rise-temple"), which was built by a Chinese 
priest who came from China on the back of an enormous tortoise, 
carrying a precious Kwannon image. When approaching the coast 
the tortoise emitted a strong light, and the fishermen, seeing 
this, went out to meet it and carried the image ashore. A temple 
was dedicated to this Kwannon, and every night a blue dragon 
appeared there in a so-called "Dragon-lantern pine tree", carrying 
a light in honour of the deity. When he appeared, there was 
always a large number of holy priests, clad in magnificent robes,

\ See above, Book II, Ch. I, § 7, p. 142.

^ 3fC ĴL pjE $̂k. ife' wr' tten '" 1797 by TACIIIDAN\ NANKEJ, 

(1752-1805), Zoku Teikoku bunko, Vol. XX ( Kiko bun»hu, Jjfc ft r ), p. -H3.
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making heavenly music in the air. The priests could see them, 
but the ordinary people could only hear their music '.

§ 8. Tomyo-dake, Kumano G-ongen at Nogami, Kwomyoji at 
Kamakura and Zenkwoji at Nagano.

Sometimes a mountain peak is called after a dragon-lantern, 
as e.g. the Tmmjo-dake (>$£ HfJ ^), or "Light-Peak"', in Kawachi 
province, Ishikawa district (the present Miuami Kawachi district), 
where such a light appeared at Kokidera, a Buddhist temple, the 
guardian-god of which was the Shinto mountain-deity Iwabune 
Myojin 2.

In the last night of the year, at the hour of the ox(l 3a.m.), 
a dragon-lantern used to be seen near the shrine of Kumano 
Clougen at Noganii village, Suwo province, while at the same 
time another "sacred light" (shiiikwa, jjj$ ^C.) came flying, swift 
like an arrow, from the neighbouring -'Dragon-mouth Mountain". 
While worshipping these lights the villagers entered upon the 
New year 3.

Another dragon-lantern was said to arise yearly from the sea 
to the clouds in the vicinity of Kwomyoji ( ^fc HfJ f̂), the "Shrine 
of Brilliant Light" iu Kamakura in two nights during the temple 
festival which lasted ten days 4. Aud from the 14th to the 16th 
of the 7th" mouth a similar light flew up from the Saikawa, a 
river in Shinano province, and, jumping from tree top to tree 
top it alighted on the south-western gable of the main building 
of Zeukwoji, the famous Buddhist sanctuary at Nagano 5.

§ 9. The light of Yotsukura.

A celebrated dragon-lantern was that of Yotsukura, a village 
on the coast of Hitachi province. It is described as a glittering 
fire ball, fully one shaku in diameter, and spreading a very clear 
light. Fishermen explained this (as well as all other so-called 
dragon-lanterns) to be a mass of flying insects born upon the 
water, which dispersed and disappeared as soon as they heard 
people approaching. Therefore they never appeared in storm and 
rain (because they were afraid of noise). "Sometimes", they said, 
"these insects cluster into one mass, which is seen hanging on

\ Yiiho meisho ryaku, Cli. V, p. 16.
2 Ibidem, Ch. IV, p. 59.
3 Sliokoku rijintlan, Ch. Ill, Section VI, pp. 928 seq.
4 Ibidem. 5 llonclio zokiujenshl, Ch. Ill, p. 8.
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the top of a high tree or on the eaves of a temple, and which 
looks like a ball of fire. The so-called shiranu-bi (^fifflfe, 
"unknown fire") is the same '.

More details about the Yotsukimi light are to be found in the 
Tu-u kiku*, which says that it moves, floating on the water, 
from the sea along the Kamado river up to the valley brooks. 
At the foot of Mount Akai-dake it flies up and is soon seen 
hanging between the branches of big cryptomerias, till it disappears 
into the depths of the wood, continually followed by other lights, 
in an endless row, from evening till daybreak. In bright moonshine 
the lights are small, but in dark nights they are big like fire 
flies or torches. A strange thing is that they are only visible 
from the so-called Enseki (Swallow-stone) on a projecting part 
of the mountain. The author calls it inkwa ($j? fe , I7«-fire), 
an expression borrowed from Chinese books, and compares it 
with the "Sacred Lights" (jjiljj >)&) and the   Cold Flames" (|g <%), 
mentioned by Chinese authors.

§ 10. The lights of Uahijima, Ishidozan and Kurikara.

Tn the last night of the year   a time when many dragon- 
lanterns were said to appear, as the above legends have taught 
us   three strange lights used to arise from differents spots 
near the island Ushijiina and to join into one mass which flew 
to the "Dragon-lantern pine tree" of Asahizan Jonichiji, a Bud 
dhist temple at llimi, a little place in Etchu province, Himi 
district, and seen hanging between its branches 3.

It was also a dragon-lantern which the Buddhist priest Nansan 
saw on an old pine tree, when he crossed Mount Ishidozan in 
the year 806; Amida Nyorai appeared there, seated on a wonderful 
cloud. Nansan built a Buddhist temple on the spot and placed 
Amida Nyorai's image in it. Four centuries later, when the 
Emperor Juntoku (1211 1221) went to Sado province and his 
ship was "tossed on the waves by a severe storm, all of a sudden 
a dragon-lantern arose in the South on the same spot and served

JH * *, Onchi shosho ;), vol. xi,1 Oshu-baaashi, 
]i. 50, 52.

2 j^f A $£ ^J, written in 1700 by NAGAKUBO GENSHU, J| ̂  ̂  ̂ fr J^, 

and quoted by KUBIHAHA RYU-AN, ]jj£ jj^f ^p  & ( 1793 1870) in his Ryu-an 
lUihitxu, |tf|J ^ IHsfE' W 1'itten in 1 819 ; Hyakkasetsurin, Vol. ^ ~^ — . . p. 487.

3 Sanshu kidan kohsn (1779) (cf. above, p. 174, note 1), Ch. VII, p. 900.
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as a beacon to the Imperial ship, which safely reached the coast'. 
In the Kurikara 2 mountains, which form the boundary between 

Etchu and Kaga, there was a Shingon temple called Chorakuji 
or Kurikara-san, with an image of Fudo Myo-o. This sanctuary 
was miraculous beyond description, and famous for its wonderful 
"Mountain-lights" and "Dragon-lanterns" 3.

§ 11. Ignea fatui in general. The dragon-lantern is the only one 
which arises from the sea and flies to the mountains.

Not only in regard to the dragon-lantern, but also in other respects 
especially old pine trees were famous for their ignes fatui. 
So we read of the "gold-fire pine tree" on the road from Komatsu 
to Kanazawa, where phosphorescent light, the so-called " rinkwa" 
($#l )JC)> or "kin-kwa" ( ^ ̂ C, gold-fire) was seen to tiy up and 
down. This fire, however, did not come from the sea, like the 
dragon-lantern, but was ascribed to the fact that formerly criminals 
used to be beheaded under this tree, whose blood, penetrating 
into the ground, had become so-called " ki-rin" ( J^. ^|) or 
"demon's fire"; or some one had in great anger committed 
suicide on this spot, and "the fire of his heart made the pine
tree burn" 4.

The idea of b 1 o o d causing these mysterious lights is borrowed 
from China; we read in DE GROOT'S Religious System of China 3 
that blood, identified with the teing kci ( -ff| M)> tne breath or 
ynny soul possessed by vital energjr , especially the blood of men 
killed by weapons, and that of horses and cows, forms ignes fatui. 
They are soul-flames, especially to be seen on battle-fields. The 
identification of blood and soul is not only a Chinese conception G, 
but is also found among some Indian tribes of North America, 
as we learn from FKAZKR'S Golden JSoutjh 7 . As to China, there 
the ignes fatui were believed to be produced especially by old 
trees and old blood".

Also demons were considered to cause will-o'-the-wisps, as the 
names "ki-riri" and " oni-bi" ( JP^s. ^C), "demon-fire", clearly show. 
Moreover, old bewitching animals, like tanuki and mujina, were

1 SanshTi kidan (1704) (cf. p. 172, note 7), Ch. IV, p. 815.
2 Cf. above, Ch. V, § 8, p. 204: Kurikara Myo-o, the dragon-shaped Fudo Myo-o.

3 SanshTi kidan, Ch. V, p. 835 (santo, ryiito, [ |[ lj^ S|| lj^ ).

4 Ibidem, Ch. II, p. 713; '-Haehimaii's gold-fire".
5 Vol. IV, p. 80. . G DE GROOT, 1.1., Vol. I, pp. 217, 268, note 2.

7 Vol. I (second edition), p. 353.
8 DE GROOT, 1.1., Vol. IV, p. 80.
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notoi'ious in this respect'. Besides tanuM-bi, kitsune-bi (badger 
and fox-fire) and oni-bi, the ignes fatui were called inkwa ( ^ ̂ JC, 
or !Tm-fire, Fire of Darkness), kumo no hi (fyjffl J ^C, spider-fire), 
l-nigetsu no hi ( '/^ ^J _/ ̂ C, sea-moon-fire 2, susnke ando 
sooty lantern) 3, or bozu-bi ( J$ jg[ ^C, monk's fire) 4.

Not always, however, are demons 5, or old animals, or dragons 
believed to cause the Jack-o'-lanterns, nor are these only con 
sidered to be angry souls of the dead  , for also Buddhas and 
Shinto gods may be the producers of these wonderful " burari-bi", 
or "dangling lights". Arnida Nyorai himself, as we have seen 
above 7, appeared with the dragon-lantern on Ishidozan, and the 
name Butsu-to ( -fj} j)^), or "Buddha's lights", is sufficient evidence 
of this belief. As to the Shinto gods, we may mention the ignes 
fatui near Gofuku village in Etchu, which were said to be caused 
by the jealous spirit of the goddess Fukura-hime no Mikoto, 
whose consort, the god Noto-hiko, during her absence took a 
second wife, whereupon she pelted his temple with stones 8. And 
in the year 1770 the god Sanno made a sacred light (jjiljJ'J^, 
sliinto) appear in the dead of night in the worshipping-hall of 
his temple in Sebamachi, at the western mouth of the Nami- 
kawa; after two nights he stopped it in consequence of offerings 
made to him and kagura dances performed in his honour  .

So we see that there is a great variety of ignes fatui in Japan. 
The dragon-lantern, however, is the only one which arises from 
the sea and Hies to the mountains; all the others start and 
remain in the woods, or fly from there to the sea coast, where 
they sometimes fall into the water ' . The reason for this diffe 
rence is clear: the dragon-lantern is believed to be an offering 
sent by the dragons of the sea to the deities, Buddhas or 
Bodhisattvas in the mountains, while the other lights, on the con 
trary, are ascribed to these divine beings themselves, or to demons, 
animals or spirits of the dead, all of which have their abodes in 
the mountains and woods or on the grassy plains of the battle-fields.

\ Cf. m y treatise on " Tke Fox and the Batlycr in Japanese Folklore, Transactions 
of the Asiatic Society _of Japan, Vol. XXXYI, Part. Ill, pp. 151 seq., 156.

2 Sanshu kidan kahcn, Ch. VI, pp. 955 seq.
3 Ibidem. 4 Sanshu kidan, Ch. Ill, p. 752.
5 Mnmi, j?|| Ejjjt, cf. Sanshu kidan, Ch. Ill, p. 770.

6 Sanshu kidan, C h. I, p. 064; Ch. V, p. 840. 7 P. 212.
8 Sanshu, kidan, Ch. V, p. 840. 9 Sanshu kidan kuhen, C h. VIII, p. 1001.
10 Cf. Sanshu kidan kohen, Ch. VI, p. 950: a lisher catches them in his net, but 

the mimberles small lights escape through the ma?e.s, fly up, and join into one massive 
ball of fire which soars away through the air; perhaps, says the author, was it a 
transformation of old blood.

CHAPTER VII.

THE CHINESE DRAGON'S EGGS IN JAPAN. 

§ 1. The dragon-fetus remains in the egg for three thousand years.

In the sixteenth century of our era a Japanese author' spoke 
of an old (certainly Chinese) tradition, according to which a dragon's 
fetus lives during a thousand years in the sea, for a thousand 
years in the mountains and, after having been among men ("in 
a village", says the text) for the same long period, it finally is 
born, becomes a dragon and ascends to the sky 2. During these 
three thousand years the fetus lives as a very small snake within 
a stone, the dragon's egg, which is first lying at the bottom of 
the sea, then comes to the mountains (how it got there is not 
explained), where after a thousand years it is picked up by 
somebody who carries it home and preserves it on account, of 
its beautiful colours, or uses it as an ink-stone (xuzuri, ^ ). As 
it invariably has the remarkable peculiarity of constantly pro 
ducing water (the dragon's element), it is a very convenient 
ink-stone indeed 3. But woe him who possesses such a stone at 
the end of the millennial period which the fetus must pass 
among mankind, for then the stone splits, and a small snake 
creeps out of it, which in a few moments becomes larger and 
larger, and with a terrible noise forces its way to the sky, 
smashing the roof amid thunder and lightning, and ascending in 
a dark cloud. The little reptile has become an enormous four- 
legged dragon, which leaves the narrow abodes of men and frees 
himself in this terrific way.

1 Kii iodanshu (1532 1554) (cf. above, p. 208, note 2), Ch. Ill, p. 10.
2 Cf. above, Book I, Ch. Ill, § 10, pp. 88 sqq.

3 In the llycikka selsurin (Vol. £j§ 1\ '., p. 487) we find the following names 

of ink-stones: RyuringclM-ken, |||j fij| ^J ^t^, or "Dragon-seales-moon-inlistone", 

and Ryubi-ken, j||| J|| tfj^, "Dragon's tail-inkstone".
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§ 2. Dragons born from, beautiful stones picked up in the mountains-

A remarkable ink-stone was preserved in olden times, says 
the Kii zodanshu-', in a Zen monastery at Kanagawa, Musashi 
province. Drops of water were constantly dripping out of this 
stone, but nobody understood the reason of this strange pheno 
menon. Once upon a time, on a very hot summer day, when 
the monks were sitting together in a cool room, all of a sudden 
the ink-stone split of its own accord, and a small worm, about 
2 bu (0.24 inches) long, crept out of it. The monks were about 
to kill the beast, but the head-priest forbade them to do so, and 
carefully carried it on a fan to the garden, where he put it into 
the lotus pond. All the monks followed him, and while they 
were looking at the worm, they saw with astonishment how the 
little creature, drawing together and stretching its body, grew 
larger and larger. In a great fright they ran back into the house, 
but even there they soon felt themselves no longer safe, for the 
sky, hitherto quite clear, at once was covei-ed with clouds, thunder 
and lightning raged, and a pitch-black darkness filled the garden 
and enwrapped the building. Then they all fled away through 
the gate and saw from far how the dragon in an immense cloud 
ascended to the sky, first his head, then his four-legged body, 
and finally his enormous tail. When he had disappeared, the 
clouds dispersed and the sky became clear as before. The garden, 
the pond and the building, however, were all in a terrible con 
dition. In the mean time people from the neighbouring villages 
came 'to the rescue, thinking that the monastery was on fire.

A writer of the eighteenth century, KIDCHI SEKITEI 2, relates 
the same accident as having happened in Kanazatnt (instead of 
Kanayawa). Further, he mentions a round stone which was picked 
up by a boy in the mountains near Sammon, iu Omi province. 
As water was constantly trickling out of this stone, the boy 
used it in later years to wet his ink-slab. After fifty years, when 
he had attained the rank of Archbishop   the stone apparently 
had brought him prosperity   the curious object split and a 
dragon arose to the sky, after breaking through the ceiling and 
the roof. The stone existed still iu SEKITEI'S time, and in the 
middle of it there was a hole of the size of a bean.

1 Ch. V, p. 1.

2 -fc fa ;g ̂ p, who lived 1722 1801, in the Unkonshi Itihen, f§^ ^ ̂ f£

$£ 4)S, "Records on cloud-roots continued", written in 1779; Gh. If. p. 2. The first t5c /lyftu' iii
volume of this work (-empen) appeared in 1772, and the third (sampen) in 1801.

1
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A similar^ dragon's egg was used by a Buddhist priest in 
Moriyarna, Omi province, in 1774, for grinding his tea, till the 
dragon was born and ascended, leaving a round hole in the 
middle of the stone '.

In another case siich an egg was recognized before by a great 
scholar, thoroughly versed in Chinese literature, the famous ITO 
JINSAI a, who warned a Couri>noble, telling him that a magnifi 
cent stone, square and five-coloured, in the nobleman's possession 
was a dragon's egg, and that he had better throw it away in 
some lonely spot. The man followed the scholar's advice, and 
built a little Shinto shrine in the open field outside the capital, 
in which he placed the stone. A few years afterwards the shrine 
was smashed by the dragon Avhich ascended to heaven. This 
stone was a so-called ryttslw-seki, jj| ̂  ̂ , or " Dragon produ 
cing stone" 3.

The name of "dragon-horse-stone" (ryu-ine-seki, HI Jlf 5) was 
given to another remarkable stone, white as crystal and as big 
as the palm of the hand, which was lying on the desk of a 
samurai in Hizen province. In its centre a moving creature was 
visible, and the stone moved by itself from one side of the desk 
to the other. One day the man placed a tea cup filled with water 
on the desk, and when he came back the cup was empty. The 
next day he made the same experiment with a big bowl, and 
while he was talking with some friends in the next room, they 
heard a noise as of wind and waves. At once they went to look 
what the matter was, and discovered a lizard ( tokaye, ^ ̂ | -^, 
litt. "little stone-dragon") running from the bowl to the stone, 
which it entered 4 .

Two "snake-producing stones" (slio-ja-seki, ^fe&'ti'El) 5 were 
found in a hole at Kyoto in 1762, and in 1730 a  'golden snake 
stone" (^i'ti'S) was picked up in the mountains by a child. 
Water was constantly flowing out of it, till it was cooked and 
the dragon inside was killed. Then it was split and the dead 
body of a little gold-coloured snake was found in it  .

Although they were not dragon's eggs, we may mention here 
two stones which were believed to be connected with dragons. 
One of them was a big stone lying in a hollow excavated by a 
waterfall near Kayao village, Inukami district, Omi province,

1 Ibidem. 2 ffi Jjjg ^ 
3 Unkonshi kuhen, Ch. II, p. 8. 
5 Ibidem, Ch. II, "p- 12.

p, a kanfjakusha who lived 1626 1705.

4 Ibidem, Ch. II, p. 10. 
6 Ibidem, Ch. Ill, p. 7.
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which was said to belong to the Dragon-god of the place and 
was called "Dragon-god-stone" (jUfft^g, Ryujin-seki) by the 
villagers. In the Kyoho era (1716 1735) five or six men came 
to the neighbouring villages and asked the inhabitants to sell 
them woman's hair in order to make a rope by means of which 
they might carry the stone as an offering to the Dragon-god of 
Seta. A short time afterwards the stone actually disappeared, 
but it was much too heavj^ to have been carried away by human 
hands (probably the men in question were transformed dragons) '. 
The second stone, which was black and about three shaku long, 
lay in a garden and was said to cause even a clear summer 
sky to become cloudy in a moment, when it was touched by 
somebody. In 1764 the stone was no longer outside, but within 
the cattle, so that the experiment could not be made any more. 
"Perhaps"', says HOTTA, the author of the Sanshu kidan, " it is a 
so-called 'cloud-root' (H$^, un-kori)" \

We find the following details in the Shosan chomon Mslui ( 1849) \ 
The abbot of a Shingon monastery had a so-called dragon-gem 
(H§ J 3£> rl/u no tmiid), which was considered to be an un 
commonly precious object. On cloudy days it became moist at 
once, and when it rained it was quite wet. In reality it was 
not a dragon-gem, but a dragon's egg (ryu no tamayo, |f| _/ ffl). 
Such eggs are hatched amid thunderstorm and rain; then they 
destroy even palaces and uproot big trees, and it is therefore 
advisable to throw them away before-hand on a lonely spot in 
the mountains. The abbot, however, deemed it not necessary to 
take this precaution with the dragon's egg in his possession, 
because it was dead. "Thirty years ago", he said, "the egg 
became moist as soon as the weather was a little cloudy, and 
its luster was magnificent; but as it afterwards did not show 
moistuess any more even on rainy days, nor grew any longer, 
it is evidently dead". MIYOSHI SHOSAN (the author) himself went 
to the monastery to see this wonderful egg, and gives a picture 
of it (p. 573), which shows the dragon-fetus inside. Its dimen 
sions were: length, 4 sun, 8 bu; breadth, 4 sun, 6 bu; it was 
like a "diamond-naturecl thunder-axe-stone" (3i ff If ̂ F ^J > 
gyoku-shitsu rai-fu-seki, called by the people Tengu no ono,

1 Ibidem, Oh. IF, p. 13.
2 Snnslni kidan, Ch. IV, p. 788.

3 ^H IM ^ f^I IP"}" ^H' written in 1849 by SHOSAN SAI SHUJIN, |[j ™K

; Zoku TeiUoku bunko, Vol. XLV1I, Kinsei kidan zenshii. Ch. IV, pp. 572 seqq.
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"thunder- 
"thun 

raikwan),

;£ $j J |fe, or "Teugu-axe"), but it seemed to be still harder 
and sharper than these. Its colour was red, tinged with bluish 
grey, just like the thunder-axe-stones, but its lustre was more 
like that of glass than is the case with the latter. There were 
some spots on the egg, which SHOSAN considered to be dirt left 
on it by the dragon which produced it.

§ 3. Thunder-stones.

In the same monastery there was a so-called " thunder-jewel" 
(H' J 3i> rai no tama, or f[j 3£, rai-gyoku), which in 1796 
had fallen from the sky during a heavy thunderstorm, when the 
lightning struck a spot near Haseda. Its colour was white, tinged 
with a slight bluish grey, just like cornelian or marble. Such 
thunderstones were called " thunder-axes" (raifu, ^ 
knives" Cjj) J] , raito), " thunder-hammers" (rai tsui, 
der-blocks" ( ff ^. raitan), " thunde,r-rin<jx" (  
"thunder-pearls" ( ffE^, raishu), " thunder-pillar*" 
ketsu), " thunder-ink" (raiboku, ^ f|), " thunder-words" (raiken, 
W $\' "thunder-pins" (raisan, H* ff| ), and so on. They are found 
in spots struck by lightning. The black ones are thunder-axes, 
those which are white, tinged with blue, are thunder-rings, the 
purple ones, tinged with red, are thunder-pins. If it is neither 
stone nor earth, but a lump as of lacquer, it is thunder-ink. The 
above-mentioned specimen was, in SHOSVN'S opinion, a kind of 
thunder-pearl '.

We learn from this passage that the prehistoric stone weapons 
and utensils were considered by the Chinese (for all these names 
were borrowed from Chinese works), and in imitation thereof by 
the Japanese, as thunderbolts; this is the same conception which 
we find everywhere among primitive peoples. Also meteors, of 
course, are believed to have been thrown by lightning upon the 
earth, or to be fallen stars. As to the dragon, his connection 
with rain and thunder is evidently supposed to begin long before 
his birth and to show itself in a terrible way as soon as he is born.

 1 Cf. DE GROOT, Religions System of China, Vol. V, p. 8GG, where the "thunderbolt 
stones" (|H Jg ^), "thunder-nodules" (^T j^?, cf. the ^ of the Japanese text) 

are said to be believed to remove the effects of /;it-poison. On the next page DE GROOT 
mentions thunder-hammers, thunder-awls, thunder-axes (supposed to ha\e been used 
by the God of Thunder to split up things), thunder-rings (lost by that god) and 
thunder-pearls.
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CHAPTER VIII.

THE TATSUMAKI (|j|   ), OR "DRAGON'S ROLL".

The works of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries explain 
the heavy whirlwinds which cause the so-called water-spouts 
and in a moment destroy the products of human hands or 
whatever they may light upon, to be the work of dragons ascen 
ding to heaven. Accordingly the enormous columns of water, 
thrown up into the air by these whirlwinds, are called " tateu- 
maki" or "dragon's rolls".

§ 1. Dragons which, ascended to heaven.

Apart from the tatsumaki we may refer to two passages in 
the Yrihu meisho ryaku ( 1697) where dragons are said to have 
ascended to the sky. The first passage ' treats of the name of 
Tatsuta, the place where the Wind-god was worshipped from 
times immemorial 2, which name it ascribes to the fact that a 
dragon arose to heaven there. It was the Thunder-god himself, 
who in the shape of a boy had fallen down on Tatsuta yama 
(Higuri district, Yamato province), thirty or forty cho south-west 
from Nara. A peasant adopted the child and educated it, and 
from that time wind and rain were very favourable to that 
special village. Afterwards the child changed into a dragon and 
flew to the sky.

The second passage 3 explains the name of Sennin-zuka ( fjlj 
A^» or fl -«'tf«'s grave") in Narurni village, Aichi district, 
Owari province, to be the spot where in remote ages a Chinese 
sien (senniri), who floating on a tree had arrived on this shore, 
lived for a long time till he finally became a dragon and rose 
to heaven. His soul was worshipped in the u Heavenly Dragon's 
shrine" ( TenryH no mil/a, ^ f| ̂ f), erected close to the spot 
where he had lived.

1 Ch. Ill, p. 15. 
3 Ch. VIII, p. 47.

2 Cf. above, Book II. Ch. Ill, § 1, p. 153.

The Wakan sansai zue ( 1713) ' describes how on lake Biwa a 
man saw a little snake, about one shaku long, which came 
swimming to the shore, climbed upon the water-rushes, danced 
about, came down again and swam about on the surface of the 
water, whereupon it several times repeated the same movements. 
Gradually the snake became longer and longer, till it reached 
the length of about one jo (10 shaku); then it ascended to the 
sky, which in the meantime was covered with black clouds. It 
became pitchdark, so that only the dragon's tail was visible, 
and a shower of rain fell down till the dragon had entered the 
sky, which then became as clear as before. "The climbing upon 
the rushes and dancing about", says the author, "was probably a 
preparatory exercise for ascending to heaven".

§ 2. Tatsumaki in Yedo 5.

The Ichiwa ichiyen 3 makes mention of a ttttisumaki which in 
1733 arose in the vicinity of the Detached Palace in Shiba 
district, in the Yedo bay, and destroyed the roofs of many houses 
in Kyobashi and Nihonbashi districts; at the same time a heavy 
rain came down and it became pitch-dark.

In the Kwansei era (1789 1800) there was in Yedo a Buddhist 
priest who went about and predicted that soon a dragon was 
to ascend to heaven in a heavy tempest, reason why he advised 
the people to stay indoors. When a samurai asked him how lie 
knew this beforehand, the priest answered: "I know this from 
experience. Always when the sky has been clear for a long time 
and it suddenly begins to rain, as is now the case, a dragon 
ascends". "Are you perhaps the dragon yourself?" asked the 
samurai, and when the priest answered in the affirmative, he 
requested him to rise to the sky at once.  'I cannot do so", 
replied the bonze, "because I have no water". "No water?" 
exclaimed the other, "there is plenty of water in the river near 
by!" "That is of no use to me", remarked the priest, "for that 
is flowing water and what I want is heavenly water (rain)". 
"Well, then I will give you some rainwater", said the samurai,

1 Ch. XLV (f|&fc^), P- 673'
2 I use the old way of transcribing this name instead of "Edo", because the name 

of Yedo has become familiar to all readers of the older works on Japan.

3    !j£    ̂ , written by OTA NAMPO, -J£ |JJ ^ {j^ (1748 1823), Ch. 

XL, p. 41.

I
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arid he gave him a bottle of ink-stone water (used for wetting 
the suzuri). The priest took it and went away rejoiced, declaring 
that he now would mount to the sky. Actually a few days later 
a violent thunderstorm suddenly broke forth, accompanied by 
heavy rains and wind. When it abated, the trees and the grass 
had become quite black. The samurai alone knew the reason 
thereof: it was the ink-water which he had given to the priest, 
who had used this in rising to the clouds. The author of the 
Miijakawaslm mampitsu ' heard this tale from the samurai's son, 
to whom his father had told it.

In 1744 a tidal wave which destroyed a little Shinto shrine 
near Yedo bay, as well as several houses and trees in Yedo, 
killing a large number of people, was ascribed to a dragon 2.

Another tatsumaki happened in the Temmei era (1781 1788), 
when a dragon arose from the famous Shiuobazu pond in Ueno 
(Yedo). A black cloud arose from the pond and destroyed the 
houses in the vicinity. This is stated by OGAWA KENDO 3 in his 
Jinchudaii 4, who adds that such a dragon often ascends on 
summer days in the seas of Sado, Echigo and Etch a provinces. 
"Then there descends", he says, " a, black cloud from the sky, 
and the water of the sea, as a reversed waterfall, rises whirling 
about and joins the cloud. Tradition says that a dragon passes 
from the water into the cloud... On considering the fact that 
a dragon rose from the Shinobazu pond we arrive at the con 
clusion that dragons lie at the bottom even of small ponds and 
that the water, according to the weather, rises and a cloud 
comes down, so that heaven and earth come into connection 
and the dragon can ascend to the sky".

§ 3. Tatsumaki on the sea.

In 179G four fisherboats sank and the crews all perished when 
pursuing a whale in the sea near Kashima no ura in Hitachi 
province. They were caught by a "dragon's roll" which all of a

SEIUN,1 Hf J ll lit" 'M ^' Wlitten i n 1 858 

Oh. V, p. 13.

2 Mado no susami, igl J ^| -^r =fe, written by MATSUZAKI GYOSHIN, 
||j*j- J|| gf (1081 1753), Onchi soslio, Vol. VII, p. 130.

3 * )\\ M ^:-
4 $& %fc H&' w" tten i n 1 814 ; Onclii sSi!h  i Vo1 - 1 X , r- 12-
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sudden covered the sky with dark clouds and made the surface 
of the sea quite black '.

In the Shawm chomon kishu 2 a sea-otter which rose tip from 
the sea into a black cloud and ascended to the sky, is said to 
have done so in the same way as the "dragon-snakes" use to 
fly to heaven. The incident is described as follows. In a clear 
sky suddenly a black cloud appeared which in a moment covered 
the sea. A heavy storm stirred up the waves and raised the sand, 
the rain fell down in torrents and the mountains shook. A hunter 
saw a mysterious creature rise from the sea into the cloud and 
fly to the sky. At once with a thundering noise the cloud came 
straight in the hunter's direction, and he saw a dazzling light 
in the middle of it. When he hit the cloud with a bullet, it 
was dissolved, the rain stopped and the storm abated. A few 
days later a big sea-otter was found dying on the shore, with 
the bullet in its eye.

On the next page the author quotes the Koji inenshu, 3, which 
states that in the sea of Iwami fishes ascend to the sky and 
become "fish-dragons" (^ ̂ |), and in a note we find the remark 
that "there are several thousands of dragons, messengers of the 
divine scnnin ( jjjij) -jjlj), and among these are 'fish-dragons' and 
'otter-dragons' (f$| |f|, datsu-ryu), which can assume all kinds 
of shapes" 4.

A curious way of driving away a tatsumaki is described in 
the Yuli'isai *<ikki r\ A dark cloud came down upon a vessel sailing 
from Yedo in a western direction, and the sailors were afraid

\ Hiloyo-banashi, "Tales of one night", written in 1810 by MAKI BOKUSEN, ^ 

H fg-; Ch. II, P. 9.
2 Gh. II, p. 460; concerning this work cf. above p. 218, note 3.
3 -Mf lif g3 $£ dj|, by an unknown author; probably a work of the Tokugawa 

period.
4 A "dog-dragon" (:$}j f|£|), a k inc' of mole. which, living under the ground, 

haunted houses and devoured old women, is spoken of in the Sanshu Iddan (Gh. II, 
pp. 732 seqq., cf. Transactions of the Asiatic Society of Japan, Vol. XXXVII, Part I, 
p. 32); and "gold-dragons" (^ iff) werei together with "spiritual foxes" (^ 3j|j£) 

shown to the public by a sorcerer in Kyoto (Sanshu kidan, Gh. IV, p. 821). In Ch. 
Ill (p. 517) of the Slwsan chomon kishu, we read that big snakes (especially the so- 
called senja, ^^, or u wabami), and also small snakes, are a kind of dragons 

which cause rain and wind and ascend to the sky. Snakes all belong to the species dragon.
5 ^f 1*; 5r? ^IJ iE' written by MiN w^WA KIEN, -^ J|| yS [|fj . who lived 

1733 1807; quoted in the To,juki, j|[ J$| |g , written in 1795 by TACHIBANA NANKEI 
|; Kohen, ^ $f|, Ch. Ill, Zokn, Teikoku Bunko, Vol. XX, p. 129.
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that a dragon was about to lift up the ship and carry it to the 
sky. In order to scare the dragon away they all cut off their 
hair and burned it. And behold, the terrible smell was apparently 
too much for the dragon, for the cloud at once dispersed.

Dragons are fond of money '. One clay, when a ttikiimaki was 
raging, an empty string of cash fell down ; the coins had evidently 
been taken off by the dragon which had then thrown the string- 
away. Another time a ship with much money on board was 
attacked by dragons in the form of a fearful storm. It foundered, 
and all efforts to raise the box of money from the bottom of 
the sea were frustrated by the greedy dragons which caused a 
storm to arise each time when human hands tried to deprive 
them of their prey a.

§ 4. Snakes rise as dragons up to the clouds.

A strange tale is found in the Fude no susabi 3 concerning a 
woman who had a severe headache on a day when a violent 
thunderstorm broke forth. During the tempest a little snake 
came out of her head, fled away through the door and ascended 
to the sky in a black cloud which suddenly came down.

The Mimi-bukuro * relates a legend of a big snake, which lived 
under the verandah of a house and was daily fed by the inmates. 
If a girl who was waiting in vain for a husband gave food to this 
snake and prayed to it, her prayer was heard and she soon was 
married. One day, in the third month of the second year of the 
Temmei era (1782), the animal crept upon the verandah and 
lay there as if it were ill. While the man and his wife were 
carefully nursing it, clouds arose and it rained continuously. 
The snake raised its head and looked up to the sky, when a 
cloud descended upon the garden. Then the animal stretched its 
body and in a heavy rain ascended to the sky.

1 Of. above Book I, Gli. Ill, § 3, p. 09, with regard to the dragon's liking for the 
vital spirit of copper.

2 Saiyuki, rttt ij?fe gR. written in 1797 by the same author as the Toyiiki (cf. -^ y>«- "u
above, p. 223, note 5), Ch. II, p. 259.

3 ^j£ J j|& "Pencil sports", written by KWAN CHASYN, ^ 2& [ [[, who lived 

1747 1827; Hyakka setsurin, Vol. jE _t. P- i 77-

4 ~S. 4*&, written in 1815 by FUJIWA.HA MORINOBU, n& ItS ^4* 4=* Shidaikislio,
I •̂ y^ /J-aS A'J^ -J I f~* j

5 ~ "RJ" - n r 4> P- 1 1 . Ch - L

CHAPTER IX.

JAPANESE, CHINESE VND INDIAN DRAGONS IN GEOGRAPHICAL, 

TEMPLE AND PRIEST N.VAIES.

In the preceding chapters we often have mentioned mountains 
and temples called after a dragon which was said to live there 
or to have appeared at the time when the temple was built. 
There are a large number of similar names to be found throughout 
Japan, which are given in YOSHIDA TOGO'S Dni Xihon c/iimei jisho, 
or " (-reographical Le.vici.ni of Jtqxiii' ' . The following details are 
derived from this work.

§ 1. The Japanese dragon (tatsu).

Tatsu no kuchi, or ^ Dratjon's mouth" ( ^ p or J^ pj ) is a 
very frequent name. It is e. g. given to a hot spring in Norni 
district, Kuga province 2, to a little waterfall in Kfijimachi district, 
Tokyo 3 , t o a hill in Kamakura district, Saga mi province 4, to a 
dike in Kuji district, Hitachi province ', and to two mountains 
in Bizen and Rikuzen provinces  . On the hill of this name in 
Kamakura district criminals were put to death during the Kania- 
kura period, and it is famous on account of the legend concerning 
Nichiren's miracle, whose life was saved because the sword refused 
to cut off his holy head. Tradition said that a hill was formed 
by the dead body of a dragon whose mouth was on this spot 
and who in olden times had inhabited a large lake near by 7. 
Even in the Anei era (1772   1780) a five-headed dragon was 
worshipped there in a little Shinto shrine s, and still nowadays 
a "Shinto temple of the Dragon's Mouth" ( Tateu no kucld no aha,

, Polished '»

2 P. 1912. 3 P. 2884. 4 P. 2715. 
5 P. 3731. 6 Pp. 921 and 4208.

7 Enoshima enyi, Jf. ,irf ?j?ft ||E (t' me an(i author unknown), quoted by YOSHIDA, 

1.1., p. 2715.
8 Xichiren chuijwasan, FJ fig =:^ S|j j^, quoted ibidem.

Verh. Kon. Akad. v. \Vetcnsch. (Afcl. Lettcrk.) N. R. Dl. XIII, N  2. 15
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H! P Jjtt) is to be found on this spot, while a Buddhist shrine 
of the Nichiren sect, called Ryukd-dera ( ^| p =?p ), proves how 
the Buddhists adopted the old belief'. On the afore-said mountain 
in Rikuzen a big rock in the shape of a dragon's head is worshipped 
in a Shinto temple, called " Titbit no hicld jinj<i\ or "Shrine of 
the Dragon's mouth". 2
_ Tutm <ja liana* ( "Dragon's nose'') is the name of a cliff in
Omi province, Sakata district, Tabii-kimJu* ("Dragon's skewer")
that of a rock in Tosa province, Hataya district. Tattu-yama 5
("Dragon-mountains") are found in Harima, Innan district, and
in Owari, Higashi Kaxugai district; a Tatm-ko-yama 6 ( "Little
dragon-mountain") is mentioned in Hitachi, Taga district, and
Tatsu-zaki"' ( "Dragon's capes"), in Shimozuke, Sarushima district,
and in Iwasliiro, Tshikawa district. In Mutsu province, Higashi
Tsugani district, we find a Tutsu-bnmti-zaki* ( B Dragon-beach-cape''),
also called Tatsubi-zaki* ( "Dragon's flight-cape"), and in Shinano,
Saku district, a Tabu-oka 10 ( "Dragon-mound"). Further, a Tatsu-
no 11 ( "Dragon-field"), also called Tatsu no iclti'* ("Dragon-market")
is to be found in Shinano, Ina district, and another Tatsu no icM
in Yamato, Soe no kami district, where a Shinto-god, Tatsu no
ichi Myojin, is worshipped. In Harima, liho (or Iho) district,
there is a Tatsu-no l 3 with an old castle of this name, built by
Nitta Yoshisada in 1331."Finally, we find villages called 1'abuta 14
(Dragon-ricefield) in Higo province, Akutaku district, and in
Yamato, Ikoma district. Near the latter place is the well-known
ancient Shinto shrine called Tatsuta jinja 1 3, which is dedicated
to the Wind-god and where prayers are offered up for wind and
rain. Also a Mount Tnttutn I G, in the same vicinity, may be
mentioned, as well as a river, called Tutsuta-gawa " . On the
afore-said Tatsu-yama in Owari stood an old Buddhist temple of

1 YOSHIDA, p, 2715.
q <SH 
3 Hi

n ^£fi7 ni
a *£8 HE

10 III

14 f £

p. 558.

PP 861 find 2272 fi 

or J^ (Ifj^, pp. 3415 and 3848. 

JfjjV, p. 4752. 9 > 

p. 2434. 11 I

pp. 1071 and 229.

2 YOSHIDA, p. 4208. 
4 ' P- 1 3G4-

 , p. 2364.

 , p. 894.

15 Cf. above, Book II, Ch. Ill, § 1, p. 153, and Book II, Ch. VIII, § 1, p. 220. 
10 P. 230. 17 P. 228.
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the Tendai sect, called " Ryuxenji l ("Dragon-spring-temple"), which 
was said to have been built by a Dragon-king in one niglit; the 
original Japanese dragon-god of the mountain was probably 
identified Avith a Naga by the Tendai priests. On the " Draaoiis 
cape" in Iwashiro there is a, waterfall (the favourite abode of 
dragons), and a Bodhi-tree is evidence of Buddhist domination 
in later times.

By far the greater part of these names is found in Central 
Japan, and they are rare in the South and the North 2.

§ 2. The Chinese and Indian dragons (ryu or ryo). 

A. Names of mountains.

The mountains are called EyU-zan or Ryo-zan 3 (in Iwashiro 
and Uzen; near the latter is a place called "Sacred Tail'' 4, which 
probably means a dragon's taiP; Ryu <j<t mine 6 ("Dragon's peak", 
in Higo, resembling a lying dragon, and in Hida) ; Ryti no (or fjd) 
yah' ( "Dragon's cape", with a Buddhist "Blue Dragon temple", 
Seiryuji*, in Tosa, and another, in the vicinity of which is a 
Buddhist shrine called Xinryilji 3, or " Gold-dragon-temple", in 
Hitachi); Ryu (or Ryo) <ja take™ ("Dragon's peak", in Ise and 
Uzen); Ryuzu-zaki 11 ("Dragon's head cape", ia Tosa); Ryuten- 
\jama n ("Dragon-Deva mountain", in Bizen); Ryu-o-san ' 3 ("Dragon- 
king's mountain, in Bicliu, with a little Shinto shrine u, dedicated 
to the Eight Great Dragon-kings, ou the top, and two others 
in Kawachi and Sanuki). A Ryu-o-take 1 5 ("Dragon-king's peak") 
is found in Chikuzen, and a Rtjti-zo-san 1 0 ("Dragon's claw-

2 As to personal names, these are seldom connected with lalsu, except the three 
following: TalM ( ^§), Talsuki ( -^g ^, Dragon's tree) and Talsuzanc ( ^| ^ , 

Dragon's seed).

3 f I I-U ' pp- and 4393-
Jill

6

7

8

10

12

Kan-o. 5 Cf. above, Book II, Ch. Ill, § 12, |). 177. 

ll|^., pp. 1721 and 2234.

tltft, PP- 1 358 > 3571 -

gp ^fc 9 ^

, pp. 606, 4414.

IS $£" Hi [Jj , pp. 959, 311 and 1256.

14 Cf. above, Book II, Ch. HI, § 12, p. 176.
15 fj| ^ ||j, p- 1452. 16 ^| /1V pj , P- 4455.
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mountain") in Suuuga, with a temple of Ryu-zo Gongeu ', 
"Manifestation of Ryu-zo", "Dragon's receptacle (womb)", the 
Buddhist name given to the, probably dragon-shaped, mountain- 
god. Near Ryu-oka 2 ("Dragon's hill") village, in Igo province, 
there is a mountain where in olden times a Buddhist priest is 
said to have successfully prayed for rain. In Hitachi there is 
on Ryiijinsan 3 ( "Dragon -god's mountain") an old Shinto shrine of 
a Dragon-god, and in Kii we find a Ityuntoii-zan 4 ( 'Dragon- 
gate- mountain ").

B. .* of n^rinys, waterfall* and rivers.

A hot spring in Kii, famous for its curative powers, is called 
the "Spring of the Dragon-god" ( Ryitjm-m'it) 5 . In Osumi, Yamato 
and Higo we find 'Dragon-gate waterfalls" ( llyrimon-daki)*, and 
in Shimozuke a ' Dragon's head waterfall" ( Ryuzu-duki)'1 . The 
ancient Chinese considered the dragon to be so closely connected 
with waterfalls that they indicated these by means of the character 
"dragon", combined with the radical ''water" (yf|). Rivers called 
after dragons are the Rynye-yawa * ( *  Dragon-flower river", also 
pronounced Tatsu-baiui-yairn) in Kawachi, the 2 'em yu-gaiva 9 
("Heavenly Dragon's river") in Shiuano and Totomi, and the 
Ryukan-yaira M ( "Dragon's rest river") in Tokyo.

0. Mantes of islands, valley* and places.

Two "Dragon's islands" ( Ryil ya sfilma, or Uyu-shima) " may 
be mentioned, one in Echigo, the other in Awa; and a "Dragon- 
king's valley" ( Ryu-o-dani) n , in Buzen. Also place names as

fil %&. -^? ' deities  f the samo name are worshipped in two Shinto temples, 
in Uzen anil Kii (pp. 4435 and 754).

S , p. 1293.

5 II I

3 fg fill ill ' P- 30la

4 H| Pf |J_| > p- 701 ; cf- abovei Book 1J > C l1 - l v- § I 2. P- 1 9i-
 -P. 739.

G fEj >^j|, pp. 1781, 290, 1052; cf. above, Book II, 1.1.

7 gf| 5| ^, p. 3517. 8 f| ̂  J|| , P. 327.

9 :fc P! JH ' pp- 2361 ' 2505' cf- above' Book n> Ch - Vj § 7i p> 203
10 ^g (^ jij , P- 2886. 11 f| fip pp. 2073, 3144.

12 f| ̂ ^, p.
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("Dragon's dance"), in Kozuke; Ify/f-d"1 ( "Dragon-king"), 
in Buzen and Kai; Ryu-toku 3 ( "Dragon's virtue"), in Chikuzen; 
Ri/ir-f/e* ( "Dragon's, flower"), in Orni, and Ryit-ye* ( "Dragon's 
hair") in Ugo, are evidence of the Chinese and Indian dragon's 
great popularity in Japan.

D. Namea of Buddhist temples.

Among the names of Buddhist temples connected with the dragon 
Ryuzoji 6 ("Dragon's receptacle (womb) (or. hiding) temple"), RyU- 
iscnji'1 ( "Dragon's spring temple"), Ryukoji* ( ''Dragon's rise temple") 
and Ryilmonji* ( "Dragon's gate temple") are the most frequent. 
Further, we find temples of the Dragon's horn ( RyukaTcvji I 0), 
belly ( Ri/iffuhiji 11 ), mouth ( Ryiikoji 11 ) and head ( Ryotdji 13 ). 
Moreover, mention is made of temples of the Dragon's cloud 
(Ryiiunji 1 *), pool ( Ri/ucnji l s and Ryutanji™), sea ( Ryukai-in "), 
valley ( Ryitkeiji | q), spring ( Ryiifjenji K), river ( Ryusenji*0'), palace 
(Ry'iif/ifji* 1 ), canopy ( Ryuyaiji**), flower (Ry/it/eji'"), treasure ( Ry/t- 
hoji'-f), felicity (Ryi/fiihiji''^, rest ( Ryuanji 20 and Ryuonji'"),

1 B! H'p- 337 -
2 4f£ Ip, pp. 1418, 2443.

Hl=^ L,

4 Hg2£, P- 490.
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:, in Sagami, p. 2715. 13 ^| flp ^ , in Uzen, p. 4509.

^fe, i n hvunii anil Shinano, ]>p. 1072, 2431.

, p. 2'i88.in Musastu, p. 118. 1U -|jg ^ =^ , i

in Mikawa and Shimozuke, pp. 2310, 3350.

=^:, in Kazusa, p. 3176. 19 ^| ;j|5 ^, in Rikuzen, p. 4205. 

;fe, i n Yamato, ]i. 305. 21 |j§ ^* ^fe , in Chikuzen, p. 1505. 

^fe, i n Yamato, p. 262. 

=fe, in Suruga, p. 2555. 
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1H f̂ ( I^)' i n Musashi ancl Iwasliiro, pp. 3034, 3870.
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prosperity ( lii/utaiji 1 ), correctness { Ryuslio-in'1), majesty 
ymiji 3), a . s. o.

E. Xames of Buddhist priests.

Buddhist priests often have similar names; especially Ryazan* 
("Dragon's mountain") and RyTushu* ( "Dragon's islet") are frequent. 
Further, we find Ryu.mi 6 ("Dragon's water"), llyusen'1 ("Dragon's 
river"), Ryuhtki* ( Dragon's waterfall), Ryuchi* ( "Dragon's pond"), 
Ryii-en™ and Ryunhn " ("Dragon's pool"), Ryunhiii™ (  'Dragon's 
depth"), llynslio" ( "Dragon's islet"), Ryuden" ("Dragon's rice-field"), 
Ryutu" ("Dragon's ascending"), RijUho^ ( "Dragon's peak"), Ryubi 11 
("Dragon's tail"), Ryumin 1 S ("Dragon's sleep"), a. s. o. The large 

number of the names referred to in this chapter is strong evidence 
of a fact which also the legends have taught us, i. e. of the 
great popularity of all three kinds of dragons, Japanese, Chinese 
and Indian, in old Japan.
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CHAPTER X.

CONCLUSIONS.

The preceding chapters have shown once more how great 
China's influence was upon Japanese legend and superstition 
from the beginning of the spreading of Chinese civilisation in 
the Land of the Rising Sun until the present day. We have 
also seen how Buddha's powerful doctrine brought the Indian 
Nagas to the Far-Eastern seas and rivers and ponds, as it peopled 
the Japanese mountains and woods with their deadly enemies, 
the Garudas. The idea of serpent-shaped semi-divine kings, living 
in great luxury in their magnificent palaces at the bottom of 
the water, was strange to the Chinese and Japanese minds; but 
the faculty of these beings of assuming human shapes and 
bestowing rain upon the thirsty earth, as well as their nature 
of water-gods, formed the links between the Nagas of India and 
the dragons of China and Japan. The Chinese Buddhists identified 
the Indian serpents with the four-legged dragons of China, and 
this blending of ideas was easily introduced into the minds of 
the Japanese people, which did not hesitate to associate their 
own, mostly serpent-shaped, gods of rivers and mountains with 
the Western deities of the same kind.

In the Introduction we have seen that the Nagas were, as a 
rule, favourably disposed towards Buddhism, but that they were 
dangerous creatures on account of their quick temper, deadly 
poison and great magic power. The}'- possessed numberless jewels 
and mighty charms, which they bestowed upon those to whom 
they were grateful and who often stayed for a while in the splendid 
Naga palaces at the bottom of ponds, or rivers, or seas. The 
Mahayana school speaks of eight Great Dragon-kings, mightier 
than the others, one of whom, Sagara, was well-known as a 
bestower of rain. The rain-giving faculty of the Nagas, which is 
not mentioned in the Jatakas, was apparently more emphasized 
in Northern than in Southern Buddhism. According to the original 
conceptions these semi-divine serpents, who had their abode in 
Patala land, beneath the earth, could raise clouds and thunder or

ll
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appear as clouds themselves to terrify mankind. Northern Bud 
dhism, however, made these frightful beings the ruin-giving 
benefactors of men, to whom prayers for rain were sent up by 
means of special ceremonies. These rites were performed also in 
China and Japan. As to the division of the Nagas into four 
castes: "Heavenly, Divine, Earthly and Hidden Nagas", this is 
probably also a Northern feature, for I did not find it mentioned 
anywhere in the Jatakas. Indian Buddhist art represents the 
Nagas as serpents, or as men or women with snake* coming 
out of their necks and rising over their heads, or as snake- 
tailed beings with human upper bodies and snakes appearing 
above their heads. Hot winds and hot sand, sudden violent 
storms and Garuda-kings are what the Nagas fear mo>t. When 
strictly observing Buddhist fasting, they may be reborn as men.

In Hook I we have stated how the oldest Chinese books spoke 
of dragons in divination, as ornaments of clothes, and as river- 
gods who caused high floods by their fights. As they belonged 
to the four liny ( 'spiritual beings"), full of Yang (Light)^they 
were omens of the birth of great men, especially of emperors, 
and of felicity in general, like the dragon-horses, but also of 
death and ruin, when they were seen fighting, or when their 
dead bodies were found, or when they appeared at wrong times 
or in wrong places. The Emperors were not only called dragons 
and compared to them, but were sometimes even considered to 
be their offspi'ing, or to have them in their service. The dragons 
ascended to the sky, riding on winds and clouds, and were ridden 
by the xien, or they descended into the deepest wells. Their 
transformations were limitless. They could become small like 
silkworms or so big that they covered the world'. Their wisdom 
excelled that of all other animals, and their blessing pOAver was 
great. Next to these ideas, which made them the favourite sub 
jects of poets and artists, a great many lower conceptions are 
found, prevalent among the people from olden times.

The principal water-god is the k 'uio-hing, the scaly dragon; 
other important dragons are the ying-lnng (which has wings), 
the Jflu-lnny (which has a horn) and the clii-lwig (which is blue 
and has no horn). Then, there are several other kinds of dragons, 
but all of them are afraid of iron, the i r><mg plant, centipedes, the 
leaves of the melia azederach, and five-coloured silk-thread, while 
their principal enemies are tigers and the demons of drought

1 This must be the meaning of KWAN TSZB 'swords (quoted on p. 03), instead of 
the obscure "lies hidden in the world".
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who devour them. They are fond of beautiful gems, hollow stones 
with water inside (or the vital spirit of copper) and swallow- 
flesh. Male and female dragons are different in shape. As the 
dragon is very lewd, he copulates with all kinds of animals 
and in this way produces nine different classes of young, which 
according to their nature are represented as ornaments. 
/ Causing rain is the Chinese dragon's most important function, 
and he is compelled to do so by mankind by several magical 
means, especially by making clay images of dragons (and laying 
them in water), or by throwing poisonous plants or bones of the 
tiger (his deadly enemy) into his pools, or Ivy annoying him by 
a terrible noise, or by using utensils adorned with dragons when 
praying for rain. The dragons are called the "Rain-Masters". 
and rain is prayed for in front of their holes.

They transform themselves into old men, beautiful women, 
and fishes, or sometimes assume the shapes of trees and objects, 
as e. g. swords. They have a pearl under their throats or in 
their mouths. As to their eggs, these are beautiful stones to 
be found in the mountains or at the riverside; water is con 
stantly dripping from these stones till they split and a small 
snake appears, which in a very short time grows larger and 
larger and in the form of a dragon ascends to the sky amid 
thunder, rain and darkness. Hurricanes and whirlwinds are all 
ascribed to ascending dragons. Their bones are considered to be 
a very efficient medicine and their spittle is the most precious 
of perfumes; their cast-off skins spread a brilliant light. Dragon- 
boats were pleasure-vessels of the Emperors, which had the shape 
of a dragon and the head of a yih bird; quite different, however, 
are the dragon-boats of the water festival of the fifth day of the 
fifth month, which are probably intended as sympathetic magic to 
obtain rain. As to Buddhism, this introduced into China legends 
concerning tranformation into dragons after death, Dragon-kings 
and palaces, a. s. o.

The first chapter of Book II, in which I treated of the original 
Japanese dragon, mentioned no later dates than the tenth cen 
tury {Enyishikt). Even the eighth century adorned her legends 
with Chinese and Indian features, as we saw in the tale of 
Toyotama-bime and Hiko-hohodemi. This was very easily done 
because the Japanese sea and river-gods, having the shape of a 
dragon or a serpent, resembled the Chinese lung or the Indian 
Nagas. It is no Avonder that the simple, rain-bestoAving Japanese 
gods of rivers and seas, mountains and valleys, OAving to their 
shapes Avere identified with and superseded by the similar but
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more fantastic Chinese and Indian gods of water and rain. The 
" water-fathers" (mizuchi), dragon-shaped river-gods who, just like 
the Chinese dragons, hindered men when constructing embankments 
but were pacified by human sacrifices instead of, as in China, 
being driven away by iron, soon had to give way to the Rain- 
masters and Dragon-kings of the West. Gradually foreign elements 
were added to the ancient legends, and their original form became 
hardly recognizable.

The second chapter shows how all the Chinese conceptions in 
regard to the appearance of dragons and dragon-horses as omens 
were embraced by the Japanese, and preserved by them from 
the ninth century down to the nineteenth.

In the third chapter the dragon's main function is treated of, 
i. e. the bestowing of rain upon mankind. Among the eighty five 
Shinto shrines to which in times of drought messengers were 
despatched by the Court, there were many dragon-shaped river- 
deities. As to the offerings made to the Shinto river-gods for 
obtaining rain or for causing them to stop a too abundant 
supply of heavenly water, these were hemp and fibre, black, 
white or red horses (the latter only for stopping rain). Yet, even 
the Emperors of as early an age as the eighth century did no 
longer sufficiently believe in the power of these gods, for at the 
same time Buddhist rites were performed in the three great 
temples of Nara. In the ninth century, especially, the Buddhist 
priests got more and more influence, also in this respect, and 
the famous "Sacred Spring Park" in Kyoto became their special 
territory for praying for rain. Kobo Daishi declared the pond in 
this park to be inhabited by an Indian dragon, and sutras were 
recited on its banks by crowds of bonzes, sometimes to pray to 
the Dragon-king, sometimes to threaten him with persecution 
by his deadly enemy, the Garuda. If they had no success, however, 
the ancient river-gods enjoyed a temporary triumph and were 
elevated to higher ranks. But short was their glory, for soon 
the mighty foreign invaders prevailed once more. Either the 
Chinese dragon which had to be aroused by sounding bells and 
drums, by singing and dancing on a dragon-boat on the pond 
in the Sacred Spring Park (or by being deprived of his element, 
the water), or the Indian Naga-king, were the gods from whom 
the blessing of rain was expected by the Court. The clever monk 
Kukai (Kobo Daishi) knew how to conquer his adversaries, not 
only the Shintoists, but also his rivals among the Buddhist 
priests. This was experienced by the mightiest of his colleagues, 
Shubin, the abbot of the "Western Monastery". Besides prayers,
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incantations and the recital of sutras a magical image of the 
dragon (which reminds us of the clay dragons of the Chinese) 
was used by Kukai, who strived to spread his doctrine by the 
extraordinarily impressive art of making rain. And his success 
was marvellous.

Further, we have seen how during the thirteenth century in 
times of drought the Buddhist "Five Dragons Festival'' was 
celebrated in the same Sacred Spring Park or somewhere else, 
or sutras were recited before the Dragon-hole on Mount Murobu 
in Yamato, in order to cause the Dragon-king who lived there, 
to give rain. The remarkable fact that a Rmldhixt priest was 
said to have erected on this spot a Shinto shrine for the Indian 
dragon seems to indicate that the Naga had taken the place of 
a Shinto d ragon, a mountain god believed to live in the hole 
from ancient times. In the same century horses were still offered 
by the Emperors to the famous rain-gods of Nibu (the "Rain- 
Master") and Kibuue, white ones to obtain, and red ones to stop 
rain. And the Court officials themselves went to the Sacred Spring 
Park and prayed to the "Sea-dragon-king", at the same time 
performing "sympathetic magic'' by sprinkling water on the 
stones near the pond. Numerous were the miracles wrought by 
Buddhist priests in forcing the dragons to obey their will. In 
later times, however, especially in the eighteenth century, we see 
the Chinese ways of making rain gain ground again. The Chinese 
conception of arousing the anger of these rain-gods by making 
noise or by throwing iron utensils or metal shaving or dirty 
things into their ponds and thus causing them to ascend and 
cause rain, was different from the Shinto idea of praying and 
offering to the river-gods, as well as from the Buddhistic way 
of persuading or forcing the dragons to benefit mankind by 
abundant rains. As I remarked above ', the Chinese methods, 
which got the upper hand in later ages, are still prevalent among 
the Japanese country folks of the present day.

The fourth chapter gave the Japanese legends concerning 
Indian Nag-as (Dragon-kings). As the Indian tales reached Nippon 
via China and Korea, it is quite logical that their Japanese 
imitations showed many Chinese features. Among the eight Great 
Dragon-kings Sagara, Avho Avas believed to reside in a splendid 
palace at the bottom of the sea, is the most frequently mentioned. 
Like other Dragon-kings he possesses the "Precious pearl which 
grants all desires" (eintaniani). During storms the sailors tried

i

1 Book II, Ch. Ill, § 13, p. 178.
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to pacify the Dragon-kings by throwing all kinds of precious 
objects into the sea, and succeeded if the object which these 
water-gods wanted was offered in time. Ponds, especially moun 
tain ponds, were very often believed to be the abodes of Dragon- 
kings, who probably in many cases had taken the place of 
ancient Japanese dragon-shaped gods. Sometimes one of the eight 
kings incarnated himself as some famous Buddhist high-priest, 
or the spirit of a man became a dragon-god. The temple bell 
of Miidera is said to have been obtained by Tawara Tod a in a 
Dragon-palace. Azure dragons (a -Chinese feature) were often said 
to have appeared on the occasion of the establishment of Bud 
dhist temples and to have thenceforth been the guardian-gods 
of these shrines '. Sometimes dragon-relics, as for example a few 
scales or a tooth, were preserved among the treasure^ of a 
Buddhist sanctuary. Finally, eight- and nine-headed dragons were 
spoken of as the inhabitants of mountain lakes, being sometimes 
reincarnations of Buddhist priests; and down till the Restoration 
offerings of rice were made by Buddhist priests to the dragons 
of some of those lakes.

The mighty influence of the Indian and Chinese ideas concerning 
this subject upon the Japanese mind is also shown by the 
way in which these conceptions were applied to ancient Shinto 
gods. In Chapter V some specimens of this have been given, 
which were found in books of the thirteenth and eighteenth 
centuries. In the former the eight-headed serpent, called Yamato 
no orochi and killed by Susanowo, as well as the unhappy young 
Emperor Antoku who was drowned in the battle of Dan-no-ura 
(1185) and whose spirit is said to be the Shinto god Suitengil, 
are identified with the goddess of Itsukushima, the daughter 
of the Dragon-king Sagara! And the precioiis Kusanagi sword, 
found in the eight-headed serpent's tail, belonged to this king's 
Dragon-palace, or, according to another legend, was carefully 
guarded by a Dragon-king and brought back to the Atsuta 
shrine, from where it had been stolen. The Thunder-god, accor 
ding to an old legend caught by Sukaru, was called a-"Dragon- 
king" by the author of the Gempei wixuikt (thirteenth century), 
which was all the more plausible because the version of the 
jYihonyi spoke of a huge serpent. Further, several old Shinto 
shrines, where probably from olden times snake- or dragon-shaped 
gods were worshipped, in later times, in the eighteenth century, 
were considered to have connection with Chinese or Indian

\ C f. ;ibove, I'.nok II, Oh. VI, [ip. 205 sqq.

237

dragons, and even old tree-spirits in snake-form were called 
dragons and said to cause thunderstorms.

The Draijon-lmtern, treated of in the sixth chapter, was not 
mentioned in works dating before the fourteenth century. It 
always rose from the sea, and wa* mostly a sign of a dragon- 
shaped sea-god's protection of, and reverence towards, a Buddhist 
temple or, in a few eases, of a Shinto sanctuary. The Chinese 
"azure dragon" was often mentioned in these tales, and sometimes 
was said to have been seen carrying the lantern, which nearly 
always descended upon some old pine-tree standing near the shrine, 
and hung between its branches. These "dragon-lantern pine-trees" 
remind us of the Chinese ideas of old trees producing ignes fatui.

The "Drayuiia «///  > ", beautiful stones picked up in the moun 
tains, out of which constantly water dripped and which for this 
reason were often used a^ ink-stones, were dangerous treasures 
indeed. For sooner or later they split, and a little snake crept 
out of them, which in a few minutes increased in size and 
finally ascended to the sky as a dragon, breaking through the 
roof and causing a terrible thunderstorm. Book I, Ch. Ill, § 16, 
in connection with Book II, Chapter VII, have shown that this 
is a Chinese conception, introduced into Japan, where it was 
prevalent from the sixteenth century down to the nineteenth.

Very popular was also the idea of whirlwinds and waterspouts 
being caused by ascending dragons, winding their way to heaven. 
We find this both in China and Japan, in the latter country 
especially from the seventeenth century until the present day. 
The Japanese name " tutxu-ma/ci" perhaps indicates that it was not 
borrowed from China; but on the other hand the fact that we did 
not find it mentioned in works before the seventeenth century 
causes me to think that the general inclination of these later ages 
towards Chinese conceptions, which we observed also in the methods 
of making rain, may have caused the spreading of this idea too.

Finally, in the ninth chapter, the geographical names were 
evidence of the original Japanese dragon having been worshipped 
mostly in Central Japan, and of the popularity of the Chinese 
and Indian dragons throughout the Empire. The large number 
of names of Buddhist temples and priests, connected with 
the Indian dragon, showed the important part played by the 
Naga in Japanese Buddhism.

Herewith 1 conclude this treatise on the dragon in the Far East, 
in the hope that it may throw light upon his complicate nature of 
Indian, Chinese and Japanese god of water, thunder, rain and wind.
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Tcai-pcing kwang-ki, 59. 
Tcai-i)cing yu-lan, 58.

Tang Pen-tscao, 91.
Tang Sin Pen-tscao, 91.
T'ien chung ki, 57.
T'ieu kia tsah chen, 111.
Tbah pci-yu king, 13.
Tscien fu lun, GO.
Tscien k'ioli ku lei shu, 73.
Ts'ien kin fang, 133.
Tsin shu, 54.
Tso chw'en, 82.
Tsu tcing shi yuen, 97.
Ts'ze-liu shi kiu wen, 124.
Tsze puh yii, 110.
Tnh i chi, 121.
Tung kwan ban ki, 44.
Tung-p'o chi-lin, 129.
Tcung kien tscien pien wai ki, 58.
Tcung ining ki, 02.

Wen snen, 84.
Wen ts?e, 77.
Wen-tszii tsili-lioh, 73.
Wong yuen hien chi, 119.
Wen yuen ying hwa, 111.
Wu ki, 80.
Wu shi Pen-tscao, 91.
Wu Ti nei ch\vcen, 43. cf. 83.
Wuh tsah tail, 120.

Yang kuh man lull, 71.
Yang yu king, 76.
Yoh sing pen-tscao, 92.
Yih chwcen, 47.
Yih fei heu, 47.
Yih king, 35.
Yih Vieu tsoh tu, 45.
Yih lin, 03.
Yih tcung chi, 128.
Yih \vei, 39.
Yih yao, 54.
Yiu hwan ki wen, 97.
Yin-yang pien-kwa lin, 07.
Yiu-yang tsah tsu, 75.
Yuen kien loi him, 59.
Vuli fu shui tc u, 123.
Yuh hu tscing hwa, 79.
Yun kih tscih tscien, 117.
Yun sien tsah ki, 127.

INDEX

of the Japanese works quoted in this treatise, and the pages
where particulars about them, or their titles in

Chinese characters, are given.

K. T. K. = Kokushi taikei, 135.

Ainusho, 145.

Ba-iku-kyo, 150. 
Bukkyo irolia jiten, 22. 
Bungo Fiidoki, 130. 
Buzen kokiibhi, 156.

Dai Nihon chimei jisho, 109.

Edo mei^ho ki, 200. 
Eigwa monogatari, 84. 
Engi.-hiki, 147. 
Enoshima engi, 225. 
Ensei meibutsu kohoi, 207.

Fude no susabi, 224. 
FubO ryakki, 14G.

Gempei seisuiki, 105. 
Genko Shakusbo, 105. 
Gukwanbho, 187. 
Gunsho ruiju, 135. 
Gwadan keiroku, 151.

Ilamamatsu Chiinagon monogatari, 84. 
HeishoUu wakumonchin, 134. 
Hitoyo-banashi, 223. 
Honcho kwaidan koji, 191. 
Honclio zokugenshi, 203. 
Ilyakka setsurin, 135. 
Ifyakurensho, 105.

Ichiwa ichigen, 221. 
Intei zakko, 193.

Jigen Daishi den, 207. 
Jikkinsho, 84. 
JincliiiJan, 222.

Veih. Kon. Akad. v. Wetenseh. (Afd. Lelterk.) N. R. Dl XIII, N . 2.

Kagiikushu, 84. 
Kanden jihitsu, 150. 
Kanden kohitsu, 150. 
Kanwa daijiten, 09. 
Kigegawa Yakuslii engi, 205. 
Kii zodansbu, 208. 
Kimpibho, 150. 
Kqjidan, 162. 
Koji inenshu, 223. 
Kojiki, 139. 
Kokuslii daijiten, 84. 
Kokubhi taikei (K. T. K.), 135. 
Konjaku monogatari, 148. 
Konyo manroku, 151.

Mado no susami, 222. 
Manyoshu, 130. 
Masu kagami, 148. 
Matsu-no-ya hikki, 175. 
Mimi-bukuro, 224. 
Miyakawasha mampitsu, 222. 
Mizu kagami, 142. 
Murasaki Sbikibu nikki, 84.

Nambako, 85.
Nichiren chiigwasan, 225.
Nihon sandai jilsuroku, 148.
Nihongi, 139.
Nihon isshi, 145.
Nihon kiryaku, 161.
Nihon koki, 144.
Nihon shiikyo fuzoku shi, 177.

Oslm-banashi, 212.

Ryo-i-ki, 201. 
Ryii-an znihitsu, 86.
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Saiyiiki, 224.
Sandai jitsurokn (Nilion s. j.), 148.
SanMia taknsen ryakusho, 149.
Sunshu kidan, 172.
Sansliu Uidan kohen, 174.
Selii no akikaze, 170.
Shasekislm, 177.
Shinchomonshu, 19i.
Shiojiri, 105.
Shiseki simian, 135.
Shobutsu ruizan, 119.
Shokoku rijindan, 202.
Slioku Nihongi, 147.
Shoku Nilion kuki, 145.
Shosan clioninn kisliu, 218.

Taiheiki, 22, H8.
Tornioka llachinmn sliaki, 200.

212

To-n kiko, 212. 
Toyuki kohen, 210. 
Toyuki, 223.

U)i slmi monogafari, 171.
Qnkonshi kohen, 210.
Usa Ilachiman no miya engi, 143.

Wakan sansai /.ue, 123. 
Wamj-osho, 137.

Yamato kwai-i-ki, 195. 
Yokwaigaku kogi, 134. 
Yuliisai sakki, 223. 
Yuho meislio ryaku, 17(1.

Xoku kojidan, 105.

ERRATA.

P. 22, note 3: Fall lutl, read Vak hit.
,, 63, line 6 from beneath: he lie.-, hidden in the world, 

read: he hides (covers) the, world.
91, note

119, 3
13G, line 1 
143, note 5 
148, , 7

L'no clii Inn, read P 'ao <-hi lun. 
ff If, read ff Jgg. 
Ch. V, read pp. 160 sq. 
Fndoki, read Ffidoki. 
910, read 901. 

IB, read |£.


