
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important Information 
About the Alaska River 
Logs 
 
These narratives about trips on Alaska rivers are valuable even 
decades after they were written.  However, we recommend that you 
to keep the following in mind as you read. 
 
First, a word of warning: use these river logs as one source of 
information that you will supplement with more.  Alaska rivers can be 
very dangerous because of their remoteness, the climate, their 
sources, and other factors.  Bring adequate and proper clothing, 
equipment, and food.  File a "float plan" with someone who can call 
for help if you do not return on time.  Take a satellite phone or other 
communications tool if at all possible (but not usually a cell phone 
because of their limited coverage in Alaska).  You should plan 
carefully for a safe and pleasant trip.   
 
Second, note also that land status information contained in 
these documents may no longer be accurate.  These logs were 
compiled long before massive land transferals of unreserved public 
land to restrictive public ownership or private ownership.  River users 
should be careful to follow federal or state regulations where 
appropriate, and to avoid trespassing on private land.  Here is some 
additional information Alaska native landowners.  You can obtain 

information about access on public lands from the Alaska Public Lands Information Center. 
 
Third, be sure to also check current fishing or hunting regulations, as what was legal 
decades ago may not be legal today.  You can obtain information about state fishing and 
hunting regulations from the Alaska Department of Fish and Game website.  More restrictive 
federal regulations may apply on certain federal lands. 
 
Finally, there may be errors.  We are working to make as much of this material as possible 
searchable by adding a text layer to the original image-only PDF files using a text capture 
process.  This process is ongoing.  Where possible, we have also converted these to HTML 
files.  Please note that while we have corrected obvious errors generated during these 
processes, errors may still remain.  There may also be errors in the original material. 
 
Return to Alaska outdoors areas for more information about boating, fishing and hunting 
areas. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO : F i l e s  DATE : NOV 3 1976 

FROM : David Dapkus 

SUBJECT: F i e l d  Inspec t ion  of Beaver Creek, August 3-11, 1976 

Beaver Creek was one of 20 Alaskan r i v e r s  recommended a s  
a d d i t i o n s  t'o t h e  Nat ional  Wild and Scenic Rivers  System 
by t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  I n t e r i o r  i n  December of 1973. 
BOR had s t u d i e d  Beaver Creek inc lud ing  conducting a i n t e r -  . 
agency f i e l d  i n s p e c t i o n  i n  1972-73. The proposed land  
managing agency, Bureau of  Land Management is p r e s e n t l y  
updating t h e  r e source  d a t a  on t h e  r i v e r .  S t a f f  of t h e  
Fairbanks D i s t r i c t  Of f i ce  (BLM) reques ted  t h a t  BOR 
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a  f i e l d  i n s p e c t i o n  of  t h e  r i v e r  a s  p a r t  
of t h e  e f f o r t  t o  update e x i s t i n g  resource  d a t a .  P a r t i c i p a t i n g  
i n  t h e  i n s p e c t i o n  were: 

Dave S c o t t ,  BLM, Fairbanks D i s t r i c t  Of f i ce  
E l l i o t t  Lowe, BLM, Fairbanks D i s t r i c t  Of f i ce  
Clyde Murray, BLM, Fairbanks D i s t r i c t  Of f i ce  
Bruce Durtsche,  BLM, Fairbanks D i s t r i c t  Of f i ce  
LaRalle Smith, BLM, S t a t e  O f f i c e ,  Anchorage 
David Dapkus, BOR, Alaska  F i e l d  Of f i ce ,  Anchorage 
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Three 1 7  f o o t  canoes were used f o r  t h e  f i e l d  inspec t ion .  

I  f lew t o  Fairbanks v i a  Wien i n  t h e  l a t e  a f te rnoon i n  o rde r  
t o  be a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h e  next  mornings e a r l y  f l i g h t  v i a  
h e l i c o p t e r  i n t o  Beaver Creek. 

August 4 

Flew i n  t o  t h e  confluence of Ophir Creek with Nome Creek 
s t a r t i n g  a t  7 a.m., on a  sunny, h o t  day v i a  a  Bell  206B 
h e l i c o p t e r .  The canoes had been flown i n  two days e a r l i e r .  
On t h e  f l i g h t  i n  we saw ATV/4 wheel d r i v e  t r a c k s / t r a i l  along 
Ophir Creek. The p u t - i n  s p o t  i s  w i t h i n  the  proposed -- wild 
r i v e r  boundary. A l a r g e  c a b i n ,  apparen t ly  b u i l t   i n  1975-76,_-  
It is located - a t  t h e - p ~ t - ~ n  a n d  apparently is  a miner 's cabin  
al though t h e  only  v i s i b l e  mining equipment was a  p ick .  A 

- A -  - ---- _.- - - - r  - --  
t s a c k  v e h i c l e  was s e t t i n g  near  t h e  cabin .  

i- .--L- - . - - . _- . _ .- - - - 
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We f l o a t e d  t o  O'Brien Creek on t h e  Beaver from Ophir Creek 
a  d i s t a n c e  of about 10  mi les .  Ophir Creek was 10 ' -15 '  wide 
and was too rocky and shal low t o  f l o a t .  Nome Creek was a  
s e r i e s  of 1"-4" r i f f l e s  connect ing 1 ' - 2 '  deep poo l s ;  it 
v a r i e d  from 25'-50 '   i n  width,  c l e a r ,  f lowing a t  2 mph over  a 
rocky channel wi th  f i s t  t o  b a s k e t b a l l  s i z e  rocks .  Although - 
it was so sha l low i n  some r i f f l e s  t h a t  we needed t o  p u l l  
t h e  canoes a c r o s s  them, Nome Creek i s  g e n e r a l l y  f l o a t a b l e  
from Ophir Creek. Beaver Creek was a l s o  a  s e r i e s  of poo l s  
( 1 ' - 4 ' )  and r i f f l e s  (1"-6"), 40'-60'  wide, c l e a r ,  and f lowing 
a t  2 mph over  a  rocky channel .  Beaver Creek had some sweepers 
and boulders ,  but  i t  and Nome Creek o f f e r e d  good Class  I water 
on the  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Whitewater Sca le .  

The Beaver flows through a  dense mixed white spruce-paper  
b i r c h  f o r e s t  wi th  willows near  t h e  water and tundra  on t h e  . 
high s lopes  of t h e  White Mountains. Forested two thousand 
f o o t  high r o l l i n g  h i l l s  surround Beaver Creek wi th  t h e  
White Mountains r i s i n g  3,000 '-4,000 '  on t h e  n o r t h  and e a s t  
of  Beaver Creek. The White Mountains with t h e i r  l imes tone  
peaks were almost  always i n  view. The t h i c k  f o r e s t e d  a r e a  
and t h e  c l e a r  waters  of Beaver Creek combine wi th  t h e  White 
Mountains t o  c r e a t e  a  b e a u t i f u l  scene f o r  a f l o a t  t r i p .  
Good campsi tes  a r e  p l e n t i f u l  on g r a v e l b a r s  o r  o n  t h e  f o r e s t  
edge. There were r e c e n t l y  made ATV t r a c k s  on t h e  g r a v e l b a r
a t  camp. Some garbage ,  a  f i r e p i t ,  and c u t  wood were evidence 
of previous campers a t  O'Brien Creek. 

We saw a  b lack  b e a r  on t h e  banks of  Beaver Greek j u s t  below 
t h e  confluence of  Nome Creek, s e v e r a l  ducks, and moose s i g n  
on t h e  g r a v e l b a r s .  Grayling f i s h i n g  was e x c e l l e n t ,  we caught 
s e v e r a l  averaging about 1 2" .  . . 

I . . 

August 5 

Floated 1 4  mi les  today t o  an o l d  cab in  about t h r e e  m i l e s  below 
Brigham Creek. The r i v e r  cont inued t o  be a  s e r i e s  of  long 
pools  (2 '  -6' ) deep and r i f f l e s  (1"-12") deep, b u t  widened 
t o  75' and p icked up speed (3-5 mph) . I t  cont inued t o  f low 
through a  rocky channel  of mainly f i s t  s i z e  rocks and some 
small  boulders .  There were some sweepers which wi th  t h e  
r i v e r  making s e v e r a l  t i g h t  bends, kept  u s  a l e r t .  We scraped 
t h e  canoe bottom on ly  a  few t imes and d i d  n o t  have t o  p u l l  
them through any r i f f l e s .  Good campsi tes  cont inued t o  be 
p l e n t i f u l  and t h e  scenery p l e a s i n g .  We d i d  n o t  see  any more 
ATV t r a c k s ,  however we d i d  check out  t h r e e  o l d  f a l l e n  down 

I 



. 
c a b i n s  l o c a t e d  a long  t h e  r i v e r b a n k s .  Saw two beaver  and 
many dams/lodges,  ducks ,  moose and b e a r  s i g n ,  and f r e s h  
wolf t r a c k s .  The day was warm and sunny. 

August 6 . 

The r i v e r  con t inued  t o  be  c l e a r  p o o l s  ( 5 ' - 1 5 ' )  and r i f f l e s  
(4"-8") a s  we covered  about  14 m i l e s  t o  camp about  f o u r  m i l e s  
beyond t h e  "Big Bend." We s c r a p e d  t h e  canoe bottom v e r y  l i t t l e  
The r i v e r  was 25 ' - 75 '  wide,  f lowing  a t  3 - 4  mph and con t inued  t o .  
be  c l e a r .  A few t i g h t  t u r n s ,  sweepers ,  and o c c a s i o n a l  l a r g e  
r o c k s  r e q u i r e d  some manuvering. 

Scenery a t  t h e  "Big Bend" - Beaver Creek makes a  90o bend 
from west  t o  n o r t h  around t h e  White Mountains - was supe rb .  
Hiking o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a r e  e x c e l l e n t  a long  t h e  r i v e r  i n  t h i s  
a r e a .  Stopped a t  t h e  BLM p u b l i c  u s e  c a b i n  a t  Wickersham Creek;  
it had been c l eaned  and r e p a i r e d  by YCC youth  t h e  p rev ious  week. 
S e v e r a l  g roups  had h iked  i n  t h e  Wickersham Dome t r a i l  t o  t h e  
c a b i n  t h i s  summer. We a l s o  i n s p e c t e d  a  Nat ive  a l l o t m e n t  on 
t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  of  Beaver Creek i n  t h e  "Big Bend." There were 
no s i g n s  o f  u s e  j u s t  a  s i g n  i d e n t i f y i n g  t h e  a l l o t m e n t .  We 
saw one-cow moose, f o u r  broods o f  ducks ,  f o u r  e a g l e s ,  and 
t h r e e  p e r e g r i n e  f a l c o n s .  Gray l ing  f i s h i n g  con t inued  t o  be  . 
g r e a t .  

Aueust 7 

F l o a t e d  about  15  m i l e s  t o  camp n e a r  Windy Creek.  Beaver Creek 
slowed t o  2 mph f lowing  mos t ly  t h rough  3'-12' deep pools was 
40 '  -1 00 '  wide and c l e a r ,  w i t h  no h a z a r d s  other than  an  occas iona l  
sweeper.  Looked a t  a  w e l l  ma in t a ined  l o g  c a b i n  b u i l t  around 
1964 which l i e s  on t h e  west  bank n e a r  Fossil Creek._There i s  
a  good g r a s s  a i r s t r i p  n e x t  t o  t h e  c a b i n  t h a t  is semi-blocked from 
t h e  r i v e r  by s p r u c e  t r e e s .  Rock ou tc ropp ings  r i s e  o c c a s i o n a l l y  

- from t h e  r i v e r s  edge i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  r i v e r  a d d i n g -  t o  
t h e  s cene ry .  

August 8  

F l o a t e d  from Windy Creek t o  n e a r  Willow Creek,  about  25 m i l e s  
th rough  a  s t e a d y  r a i n .  The r i v e r  was c l e a r ,  1 0 0 '  w i d e ,  3 ' - 1 5 '  
deep excep t  f o r  a  few r i f f l e s ,  and had a c u r r e n t  o f  3 mph. 
Although Beaver Creek p u l l s  away from t h e  White Mountains t o  
p a r a l l e l  them a t  a  3-4 mi l e  d i s t a n c e ,  t h e  view from t h e  r i v e r -  

. con t inued  t o  be  e x c e l l e n t  o f  t h e  White Mountains,  p a r a l l e l i n g  
f o r e s t e d  h i l l s ,  and rock  ou tc ropp ings  a t  t h e  r i v e r s  edge.  We 
saw geese ,  ducks ,  beave r ,  and en joyed  more e x c e l l e n t  g r a y l i n g  
f i s h i n g .  Also found wolf ,  b e a r ,  l ynx ,  and moose t racks .  

- . -  



I t  r a i n e d  from noon th rough  t h e  r e s t  of  t h e  day.  

August 9 

Rained a l l  day a s  we f l o a t e d  about 16  m i l e s  t o  camp n e a r  
Yellow Creek. Rive? f lowed 3 mph th rough  a  100 '  rocky 
channe l  a t  dep ths  o f  3 ' - 1 5 " .  There were a few sweepers 
and smal l  l o g  p i l e u p s ,  b u t  cou ld  be r e a d i l y  avoided.  

We enjoyed views o f  V i c t o r i a  Mountain on t h e  west  and 
t h e  White Mountains on t h e  e a s t  a l l  day.  The r i v e r  c u t s  
s h e e r  75' h igh  rock  c l i f f s  i n  many p l a c e s  a s  it s k i r t s  I 

V i c t o r i a  Mountain. Passed two g r a v e l b a r s  which were e s t i m a t e d  
t o  be l a r g e  enough f o r  a  s m a l l  wheeled p l a n e  t o  l and .  N e i t h e r  
appea r  t o  have been used as l and ing  s t r i p s  however. Saw one 
g r i z z l y  b e a r ,  beave r ,  seven  D a l l  sheep  ( V i c t o r i a  Mt . ) ,  ducks  
and geese .  Also saw one k i n g  salmon and caught  enough g r a y l i n g  
f o r  supper .  

August 10  

F l o a t e d  from Yellow Creek t o  a  p o i n t  about  1 2  m i l e s  below 
V i c t o r i a  Creek ( t o t a l  of  18 m i l e s  f o r  t h e  day ) .  Beaver 
Creek cont inued  t o  f low about  t h r e e  mph, averaged 100'  wide,  
was c l e a r ,  and v a r i e d  from 3 ' -10 '  i n  dep th .  V i c t o r i a  Creek 
was r o a r i n g  and s l i g h t l y  d i r t y .  I t  i s  20' wide and 2 ' - 5 '  
deep.  

There  a r e  two c a b i n s  i n  u s e  on t h e  e a s t  bank o f  Beaver Creek 
a t  V i c t o r i a  Creek c o n f l u e n c e .  We t a l k e d  w i t h  t h e  owners son  
who was t h e r e  a lone  w h i l e  h i s  p a r e n t s  were i n  Fa i rbanks .  They 
t r a p  a long  Beaver Creek and do some g u i d i n g .  Scenery was 
e x c e l l e n t  un t ' i l  we g o t  s e v e r a l  m i l e s  pas sed  V i c t o r i a  Creek 
where it w a s  p l e a s i n g  b u t  w i thou t  t h e  s h e e r  rock c l i f f s  and 
t h e  c l o s e  mountains were n o t  a s  g rand  a s  b e f o r e .  We saw a  
b l a c k  b e a r  sow w i t h  two cubs  about  two m i l e s  below V i c t o r i a  
Creek.  Gray l ing  f i s h i n g  con t inued  t o  be  e x c e l l e n t .  Al though 
t h i s  s e c t i o n  of  Beaver Creek i s  supposed t o  be  good Nor thern  
p i k e  f i s h i n g  we d i d  no t  c a t c h  any p i k e  t o  p rove  i t .  Some o f  
t h e  s t r a i g h t  and deeper  s t r e t c h e s  of t h e  r i v e r  below V i c t o r i a  
Creek cou ld  p o s s i b l y  be  s u i t a b l e  f o r  sma l l  f l o a t  p lane  l a n d i n g s ,  
however we do no t  know i f  such  l a n d i n g s  h a v e occur red  i n  t h e  

. p a s t .  
1. 

- 
" - 
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General 

We covered about 120 miles of Beaver Creek in 6 1/2 easy days 
It offers a good float trip for the novice .canoeist as it is 
continuous Class I water with sweepers, particularily in the 
upper section, being the main hazard. There are no rapids. 
It's scenery, grayling fishery, and r e c r e a t i o n a l -o p p o r t u n i t i e  
are three of its outstanding features. 



Beaver Creek National Wild River Area Map 

-ap'. g oundaries established 
y ANlLCA I -,& 

Scale in Miles 
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Beaver Creek National Wild River (127 miles )  

Creek Road at MP 57 Steese Highway, or fly in 
.or* Dalton Bridge at MP 55 Dalton Highway __ 

Rating: Primarily Class -I water 
Time: 7 days to 3 weeks fioat 
Summer recreational opportunities,  rafting, canoeing, hunting and fishing 




