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Her Royal Highness Prlncess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn
graciously presides over the inauguration of the

Sirindhralai Building of Sirindhorn International Institute of Technology,
Thammasat University, on 28 June 2006.
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Interview with Prof.Dr. Sawasd Tantaratana

Dr. Sawasd Tantaratana, bas many years' experience in
the fields of Electrical Engineering, gaining his PhD at
Princeton University in the U.S.A. He is currently the
Director of Sirindhorn International Institute of
Technology. Here be talks about the institute, its past and
plans for the future.

What was the original inspiration for opening the institute?
Before the financial crash in 1997, the economy was booming and
a lot of new industries were springing up. Then, as is still the case,
Japan was a major investor in the kingdom, but many Japanese
companies were finding that it was difficult to recruit engineers
who could use English efficiently in the workplace. Hoping to
improve this situation, a meeting was set up with the Federation of
Thai Industries (FTI) and it was decided to establish a school of
engineering, which used English as the language of instruction.
This school was to be inaugurated at Thammasat University. The
initial funding came from the Federation of Economic Organisations
(Keidanren) from Japan and the FTIl. On 28 June 1996, His Majesty
King Bhumibol Adulyadej graciously granted the institute a new
name, Sirindhorn International Institute of Technology.

How many students are currently studying at Sirindhorn
International Institute of Technology?

Each year we take in about 600 new students and in total there are
just over 2,000 students. Most of these are undergraduates but we
also have about 75 masters and doctorate students. About 4% of
students are from outside Thailand and our faculty members also
come from many different countries.

How would you measure the success of the institute?

We try to achieve excellence in education and research in the
fields of engineering and technology and so far, | have to say, we
have done very well.

Our success can be measured in several ways, perhaps most
impressive is the sheer number of research papers and publications
produced by our faculty members. We are certainly number one in
Thailand in terms of papers produced per faculty member. All
teaching staff are required to continue research so as to keep their
knowledge up to date. Obviously in the fields in which we work,
the technology advances so quickly that what you learn today may
be obsolete five years down the road.

Our success can also be seen from how well our graduates are
doing. About 40 per cent stay on and work for higher degrees,
many of them overseas, which is a very high figure for Thailand.

| believe that this success is a result
of the institute running a truly
international programme. All
students are fully prepared for
graduate studies in terms of
language and the international
teaching methods we employ.
However adept a student is, if their
English language skills are not up
to a sufficient level, they will
struggle. At Sirindhorn International
Institute of Technology all teaching,
essays and testing is done in
English so, by the time students leave us, their language skills are
of a very high level.

How do you think that the institute compares with long
established courses overseas?

There is very little difference in terms of curriculum and our
academic staff are second-to-none, so | think that we offer the
same quality of education and degree that you would receive at a
very good university overseas. We have also invested a lot of
money into our facilities in terms of machinery and fitting out
laboratories to an international standard.

What sort of financial aid is offered to your students?
About 10 per cent of our students get some sort of scholarship.
Last year it was about 12 million baht. We also provide low interest
loans, which don’t have to be repaid until the students start
working.

Where do you see the institute going in the next few years?
Well, we already cover most areas in the fields of engineering but
in the future we may develop a computer engineering programme
and branch out into biotechnology, which is a rapidly growing and
increasingly important area.

What contributions do you think that the institute makes
towards the development of Thailand?

| think that in terms of producing excellent graduates we have
done a great deal. We are the first institute of this kind offering an
independent international programme producing exactly the kind
of graduates which are in great demand in many areas of industry.

| think that we are already doing a wonderful job in making the
institute a leading school of higher education and we have
achieved a lot that both the faculty, staff and students, past and
present, can be really proud of.




His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej graciously granted the name, "Sirindborn
International Institute of Technology” (SIIT) to the institute on 28 June 1996. This year,
SIIT cerebrates the 10th anniversary of its name and

the inauguration of the "Sirindbralai Building",
at SIIT's Bangkadi Campus, on 28 June 2006.

Sirindhralai Building

The new building is on the Bangkadi Campus and Her Royal
Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn graciously granted
the name "Sirindhralai" to the building.

The Sirindhralai Building is a six-story building with an area of
6,452 sq.m., housing the School of Communications,
Instrumentations and Control (CIC), and School of Management
Technology (MT). The facilities in this new building include
classrooms, laboratories, a computer centre, a library, a meeting
room, student working areas, offices, and a canteen.
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Sirindhorn International Institute of Technology (SIIT)

The history of the Institute can be traced back to the establishment
of Engineering English Programmes in 1992, through the
cooperation of the Federation of Thai Industries (FTI) and the Japan
Federation of Economic Organisations (Keidanren, now Nippon
Keidanren) with Thammasat University. After two years of
successful operation, the "International Institute of Technology (IIT)",
a non-government and autonomous international institute, was
founded on 16 September 1994, by special regulations issued by
the Thammasat University Council. His Majesty King Bhumibol
Adulyadej graciously granted the name, "Sirindhorn International
Institute of Technology" (SIIT) to the institute on 28 June 1996. Her
Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn graciously
presided over the Cornerstone Laying Ceremony of a new building
for SIIT at the Rangsit Campus of Thammasat University on 30

June 1993, and the inauguration of the name "Sirindhorn
International Institute of Technology" and the SIIT building on 2
October 1997.

Although SIIT is part of Thammasat University, it is financially and
administratively separate from the central university system. SIIT’s
policies and operations are guided and supervised by the Board
of Trustees, which consists of representatives from Thammasat
University, FTI, and Nippon Keidanren, and scholars appointed by
the University. In addition, the Academic Review Committee (ARC),
comprising reputable scholars in various fields, provides guidance
and recommendations on academic and research matters. The
institute is headed by the Director.

Vision
To be a leading international institute of technology for both
teaching/learning and research.

Mission
® Primarily to produce high-quality bachelor’s

degree engineers, and related technologists who are able
to handle advanced industrial technologies and use
English as a working language.

® To conduct research and development in engineering and

related technologies relevant to teaching
and modern industries.




SIIT academic programmes

SIIT offers international programmes leading to Bachelor of Engineering (BEng)
and Bachelor of Science (BSc) degrees in the following fields:

® Chemical Engineering ® Engineering Management
e Civil Engineering ® [ndustrial Engineering

e Communications ® |nformation Technology

e Computer Science ® Mechanical Engineering
e Environmental Technology ® Management Technology

SIIT also offers international programmes leading to Master of Science (MSc), and
Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) degrees in Engineering and Technology.

SIIT faculty members

SIIT has a blend of faculty members from many parts of
the world. All of them hold doctoral degrees from leading
universities. It is a policy of the institute that faculty
members be active in research. Results of their research
and development are published in national and
international journals, as well as proceedings of
international conferences. Being of high calibre and
active in research, they are well qualified to provide
up-to-date academic instruction to students.



Academic cooperation
with other universities worldwide

SIIT has established both faculty member and student exchange
programmes with a number of universities in Asia, Australia, Europe,
and North America. These programmes not only allow faculty
members to collaborate with their counterparts in research projects
but also students to have an opportunity to take engineering courses
at those universities. Additionally, invitations to visit and teach SIIT
courses are regularly extended to qualified foreign professors under
such programmes. In addition, Nippon Keidanren annually
sponsors a number of SIIT students for industrial training in Japan.

o (
Student activities /
SIIT students have many opportunities to participate in academic
and extra-curricular activities organised by Thammasat University
and by SIIT to develop self-discipline, self-responsibility, and
professional attitudes, and for relaxation. The SIIT Student
Committee and student clubs — Business Consulting Entrepreneur
Club, Civil and Building Facilities Engineering Club, Createch Club,
Cyber-Tech Club, English Club, Music and Chorus Club, Sports
Club, Virtue Act Club, Volunteer Club, and SIIT Bridge Club —
organise a wide range of programmes and activities throughout
the year. In 2005, SIIT organised the 5th International University
Sports Competition (IUSC) —"SIIT Games" in which 14 international
programmes from 13 universities in Thailand participated. SIIT
students also participate in the student activities organised by
Thammasat University, such as "Dome Vichakarn" Exhibition, Inter
Dome Sports Competition, TU Freshy Games, and “TU Wai-Kru"
Ceremony. The student activities are supervised by academic
advisors and the assistant director for student affairs.

SIIT facilities

SIIT has two five-story buildings located at the Rangsit campus,
Thammasat University, and three buildings (one six-story, one
five-story and Thanpuying Niramol Suriyasat buildings) located
at the Bangkadi campus, in the Bangkadi Industrial Park, Pathum
Thani. Well-equipped teaching, learning, and research facilities
are available at both campuses. The facilities include classrooms,
laboratories, libraries, computer centres, meeting rooms, canteens,
and areas for student activities. SIIT students can also use facilities
of Thammasat University, such as libraries, dormitories and sports
facilities.




SIIT students and graduates

The institute admitted 89 students to civil engineering, electrical
engineering, and industrial engineering programmes in the first
academic year (1992). SIIT now has approximately 2,000 students

1996 1997

1998

Scholarships for undergraduate students

1999

studying in various programmes. In each academic year, SIIT provides
scholarships to approximately 10 per cent of its undergraduate
students. Most graduate students receive some types of scholarships.

2004 2005

2000 2001 2002 2003

131 142 126

150

139 147 142 191 219 217

8.598 10.324 9.832

6.205

7.905 7.038 7.607 8.659 10.555 11.766

Total number of SIIT graduates (1992-2006)

Bachelor’s Degree Master’s Degree

Doctoral Degree

2,524 60

Scholarships

» Anandamahidol Foundation Scholarships

* DAAD/Siemens Scholarships

« Eiffel Scholarships

* Erasmus Mundus Scholarships (UK-Greece-Spain-Ireland)

* Fulbright Awards under Open Competition Programme

* International Quality Network (IQN) Scholarship (Germany)

» Japanese Government (Monbukagakusho: MEXT) Scholarships

» Panasonic Scholarships

» Keio University Graduate Scholarships, Japan

* Kochi University of Technology Scholarships, Japan

 Shell Centenary Scholarships, UK

* Scholarships from University of Applied Science at
Ravensburg-Weingarten, Germany

Many SIIT graduates have attained their master’s or doctoral
degrees from leading universities, such as Columbia University,
Harvard University, Purdue University, Stanford University,
University of Michigan at Ann Arbor, University of Wisconsin at

21 2,605

Number of graduates
who received scholarships
for further studies

Madison, Oxford University, the Imperial College at London,
University of Cambridge, the University of Melbourne, and the
University of Tokyo.
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Sirindhorn International Institute of Technology

Thammasat University

SIIT at Rangsit
Thammasat University, Rangsit Center
99 Moo 18, Km. 41, Pahon Yothin Highway, Khlong Luang
Pathum Thani 12120, Thailand
Tel +66 (0) 2986 9009, 2564 3221-29
Fax +66 (0) 2986 9112-3

SIIT at Bangkadi

131 Moo 5, Tivanond Road, Mueang, Pathum Thani 12000, Thailand
Tel +66 (0) 2501 3505-20

Fax +66 (0) 2501 3524

Mailing Address
P.O. Box 22, Thammasat-Rangsit Post Office, Pathum Thani 12121, Thailand

http://www.siit.tu.ac.th




