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LP-0282

THE AMERICAN MUSEW OF NATURAL HISTORY, Central Park West between West 77th !
Strest and West Blst Strect, Borough of Manhattan, South central wing bogun
1874, completed 1877; architects Vaux & Mould, Wust 77th Streot building begun
1889, completud 1900; West wing on Colunbus Avenuoe begun 1906, completed 1908;
architocts Cady, Borg & See., East wing on Central Park West bogun 1922, '
completed 192; architects Trowbridge & Livingston. Theodore Roosovelt Memorial
Hall begun 1931, campleted 1935; plans by John Russell Pope., North wing of the
- Theodore Roosevelt - emorial. Hall begun 1931, completed 1933; Hayden Planetarium
comploted 1935; architects Trowbridge & Livingston, |
Landnark Site: Borough of Manhattan Tax Map Block 1130, Lot 1 in part, consisting
of the land on which tho deseribed buildings are situated,

On June 1h, 1966, the Landmarks Presorvation Commission huld a public hearing
on the proposcd degignation as a Landuwark of the American Museum of Natural ilistory
and the proposed designation of the related Landmark Site., (Item Nc, ). The
hearing had boen duly advertised in accordance with the provisions of 1lsaw, Threa
withesscsy spoke .in favor of dosignation., Thero were no spoakors 1in spposition to
dosignation, In a letter to the Commission, the Dircctor of the Mussun approved
the proposed dasignation,

DESCRIPTION AND ANALYSIS

The Amorican Musoum of Natural History, in addition to buing one of tha
world's finest institutions devotod to natural scilence exhibits, is also onc of
our largest municipal cultural structurcs., It covers onc of the most spacious
situs in Nuw York City, formarly known as Manhatian Square, The Musew is not a
single building Lut conslots of uvightecn interconncetad units,  This iaprussive
complex represcnts the work of alnost a score of our most eminont archtects,
Noarly a century of development and expansion is reflected in its growh and in
the several architectural stylos manifusted in its Tacadus, £z o gatciay to the
study of natural history, this fabulous institution has fow puers in te world,

In 1869, o group of distinguishcd men of affairs, including Thoodae
Roosevelt, the eldor J. P, Morgan and Joseph i, Choate, incorporated tiy American
Museun of Natural History and in lcss than two ycors opuned it to thu Fiblic in
the old Arscnal Bullding in Central Park. Throso years later Prusident 'Lysses S,
Orant laid tho cornorstono for a new building on its progent site, and n 16877 the
Museun colebrated its second opening, in the fivst wnit of its ncw home

Thisg carly building by architects Vaux & Mould is a five story redbrick and
atone structuro, in the Victorian Gothic Style, now hidden bohind the cater of ,
the Muscum!s long pavilion facing West 77th Street, The architects forthe central
unit on 77th Streot, which was completed in 1891, wera Cady, Berg & Soo vho pra-
ferred the Romanusque Revival to the Victorian Gothic Style of their prdaecessors,
Thay also designed the similor cast and west wings which wero added to tis
central wnit during the years 1894-1900, This completed the Museuwn's prneipal
77th Strect elevation extending from Columbus Avenue to Central Park Weg , It 1s
the most imprassive examplo of Romanesque Rovival architecturs in Now Yok City,

Tho 77th Street Yacade

This imposing facade is a uniform composition in both style ond matzrial,
comprising five storics of smooth and rock-faced Vormont pink granito wth steop
sloping rod slatu roofs, Tho main motif of the central unit consists o, two
gracaful stairways rising from tho stroct to an open plotform at first foor level,
on either sido of a giant sugmental arch, formerly thu carriage- untrancg A
handsane suven-bay arcaded porch, surmountcd by a continuous balugtrade, extonds
along the platform level and terminates in forward-projecting engaged towrs
located at wach end of tho central unit., Thesc impressive towers are roalled at,
the extremitics of tho Facado where they take on a more ncerly circular lorm. !
With a conical slato roof at the west tower and a pyramidal shaped one a* the gast
towor, they rigoe Substantially above the remainder of the structure, JAnornate
cornice encirclos these towers and earvod ¢aglos, perched on wrealths, adom thom
at tho base of tho steep roofs,  In 1906 the 77th Strect section wag ex?undud o
north along Golumbus Avonue, adjolining it and in the samc stylg of architscture, -,
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When the Muscum raguired furthep enlargemont, the task was given to the firm
of Trowbridgo and Livingston, which startad a wing to the north on Central Park
Wost in 1922, using o gray granite and adapting the classic atyla, Thoy carried
through the principel holghits of the 77ih 3traet section in the Contral Park Wost
structurc, Actually the decision to change to a clasaie design onablod the
architoot John Russcll Pope, a devoted classicist, to achieve his design, won in
compotition, for the central unit facing Central Park, the Theodoye Rooacvelt
Momorial, Popols winning dosign, an oxprossion & the Roman triwnphal arch motif,
wAs carried out by Trowbridge & Livingston in a warm shada of limestone, Thao
cornerstone was laid in 1931 by Franklin Dslano Roosevult, tlhen Govarnor of
Now York State,

This mommontal ontrance suction dominatcs the Centirsl Park West facade and
projects forward from the main line of the bullding. A broad fiight of stairs
leads up to the triumphal arch., Desply recossed within the arch 18 the impressive
entrance doorway with enframad bronee doors, ornate frieze and a large expanse of
window grille sabove them. On gsch side of the arch two free-standing Ionic
columns, each with its own broken entablatyrg and sharply definad cornice, are
sumounted by sculpturod figures silhouctted against a high attic wall inascribod
with a dadication to the President. Tho surface of the pedostals, supporting the
colums, and a low wall carried forward on elthor side of tham are decorated with
superbly carved bus reliefs of animals, In front of the arch, on a wide platform,
a high pedestal boars an imposing equestrian statue of Presidont Roosovelt by
Jeamos E, Frasar,

In later years other additions have beon built, including the functional
Hayden Planotarium with dome and Copornican Hall, designed by Trowbridge &
Livingston and finished in 1935, Although & mastor plan was originally conceived,
the buildings have boen built ovur a long period of yunrs, and each roprasunts
the architocture of tho poeriod when 1t was built, A8 suoen fram Central ark, the
buildings aro sct back at o comfortuble distanco whora thoy may roadily be soon
in their entiroty, a none too camnon occurronco in New York City, whore so many
of our most beautiful monumenta are located in such erowded quarters that it ias
difficult to mjoy either the building or its setting,

Noarly three million viseitors from all parts of tho world flow through the
Huseun's corridors annually. Inside, protoected by four acrus of glass, moro Lhan
2,300 habitat groups, mountad spccimons, showcasus, dioramas, snd sciontific
oxhibits 111 fifty-oight great halls and olcoves opan tu the psblic, The Museun
18 also a rcsearch laboratry, a school for artvancod study, a publishing house for
solontific mamuecripts, and a sponsoring agoncy for field exploration oxpeditions.
The dnstitution contains one of the world's finost natural history librarics
eonslsting of 175,000 volumcs,

FINDINGS AND DESIGNATIONS

On tho hasis of 8 caroful considaeration of thu history, .tho architecturc and
other foaturcs of this building, the Landnarks Pruscivation Commission finds that
the American Musoum of Natural listory has a special character, spocial historical
and aesthetic inturcet and value as part of tho developmant, horditage and cultural
osharacturistics of New York City,

The Commission further finds that, among its important qualities, the
Amarican Muscum of Natural History 1s an intcrosting complex of buildings,
inoorpornting outstanding aexamplos of Romanosque Revival and Roman Clasalc
architceture of tho late Ninetoenth and Twenticth conturios, bLlended into a
unified composition of greot distinction and individuality befitting this
Mussum and that it ranks 83 onc of the groat institutions in the vorld, a
tramendous assot to thy cultural 1ifc of tho City and to the country.

Accordingly, pursuant tc the provisions of Chaptor 8~A of the Charter of the
ity of New York and Chaptar B8-4 of tho Administrative Code of the City of Now .
York, tho Landmarks Prusorvation Commiesicn dusignatus as o Lendwark tho Amurican
Musoum of Naturnl Hlatory, Coentral Park Wost betwoon West 77th Street and Vst
- Hlst Struct, Borough of Manhattan and dosignatos ns its roelated Landmark Sitc
- that port of Borough of Monhottan Tox Map Block 1130, Lot 1 which contains tho
" land on which tho described buildings orc situated. ' '
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