Landmorks Frescrvation Commission
July 19, 1966, Number &
LP=0281

THE NEMW FORK HISTARICAL SOC1ETY, 170 Contral Fark West, Borough of
fianhatlkon, - Gontral building begun 1903, completed 1908; architects
Vork & Sawyoers  Wings Lepwi 1937, completed 1938; architects

Walkor & Gidlotse,

Landmark Gite: Borough of Manhattan Tax Mnp Block 1129, Lot 29,

On Jwne 1N, 1966, the Landmarks Prescrvation Commission held
A public hearing on the proposed dosignation as a Landmark of the
Hew Tnrk lHistorical Svelety and Lhe proposed designation of the
relatod Londmark Site. (Item Moo 13).  The hearing had been duly
advortised in aceordance with the provisions of law,. One witness
spoke in favor of designation. There were no spenkers in oppogition
to designtion.  The Historieal Sceiety has indicated to the Comm-
ission tha* it is in favor of designation,

DESCRIPTION [JID ANALYSIS

fmsterely classical in fecling, and displaying great dignity
in jts formal composition, this building is a fitting home for n
distinguishied soviety, Tt is designed in the Roman Eclectic style
and salidly esnstructed in fine gray granite.

The fronde is divided into very scvere end pavilions bounding
and containing a colonnaded eentral section which, though treated
with preat diseipline, is nobly ornamental. At the second floor
level A wide hovizontal band course rung around the entire build-
ing, croating a ledge in the slightly recessed contral portion of
the structure. Resting on this ledge, and of great eompositional
impoctanee, cre the cight three-quarter engagerld Ionic columns of
the eolomnnde,  These support a cornice witich, apart from the hand=
some Lbronze grilloswork of the large sido windows, 15 the only ele-
ment of the building which may be said to be richly ornamented.

The pedimented heroic size main portal on Gentral Park West makes
A very grand entrance to the building,

The eastermost seetion, facing Central Park, was completed in
L90R, while the north and south wings were added in 1937, These
additions, thomgh designed by another architect, were so skilllully
intograbted into the existing work thnt the structure appears to
have baen perfectly designed and constructed in one operation by
ane architeet,

FINDINGS AND DRESIGNATIONS

tmoLhe basis of a eareful considoration of the history, the
avebilochure and obher Peatures of this building, the Landmarks
Praservabien fommission finds Lhat the New York Historical Society
b A special chirnctoer, special historical and acsthetic lntercst
ancd o valae anoparl of the development, heritnge and cultural character-
istien of low York City.

The Commission further finds that, among its important qual-
itics, the lew Torle HisLorieal dncicty building 1s a Aistinguished
cannpd ol Poman Faleetic arehitockuen, desipned in the best classe
fend fradition, bhat 16 containg mch exenllont architoctural detail,
Al bbb Lhis dnpesing structure has great, dignity andigrandeur,

acnorlingly, parsuant ko bhe proviaions of Chapter O=f of tha
Uhaplor ol Lhe Ciiy of New Tork and Ehapher 8-A of the Ldministrative
Dby of Lhe CUlby of Uow Yorl-:) the Landmoardks Progsvvation Comnission
desipehos s o Lanedmark bhe How York Hishoriesl doeiety, 170 Contral
Parvte Wont ) Dorough of Manhathan o desiematos Tax Hep Block 11729, Lot

-
3
iy Bueongh of Bapliabban, as o its Topdeerk Siio,

.



