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PRATT=NEW YORK PHOZMIY SCHQOL OF DES!IGN INew York Zctcul oFf Applisd Uarige
for Women), 16C vexington Avznus, Berough of Marhetvan, Guiit !
architect Harvey #iiey Corbatr,

Landmark Site: Borough of Manhattan Tax Mep Block 835, Laf 2§, =

On January il, 1977, tho Lancmerks Praszervation Commiciicn boid o oublic
hearing cn +he preocsed designation &8s o Landmork of tpo Proth-New Yol
Fro=nix Schooi of Ceslign and the propesed designatlor of s rsigled Lendmerk
Site {item No. 2). At the roguast ci +he School, na hasrirg was oombisusd
to March 8, 1977 (ltem No, 2). Eoth hearings had boen i adeertised in
accordancs with the provisions of few. Cnd witness spcha in fever of docigna-
tlon., Thera were ro sposkars in oppoeniticn o deaignation

DESCRIFTION AND AMALYS!S
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The schoai wes foundad oo 4hia Maw Yerk School of fpplied
Women en Ney 3!, 1594, and wuz flret boused in rended cusctars
23rd Street,. o gisted purpace wee that .. .0f ‘arfh., 4]
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duty noted in *ho Hinute Ueolks,

The conovpt of providing srofessiseal trainice for wsrking clags weman
wAs very advented fer tha r”r'ca it pioead I in the forafront
of the moverant ln faericn for gualidy gduﬁy??n“
unicua in that T was speciflenliy direcited ‘ousr
women whoe might heve difficuity in paying *he fosg

RFOEramn WA

The schep! vas ciosely seraciafed with Golun
1212, =hen 1he "Aielier Columdia™ wos estobitabhod on Purnings
rechitacture students at Columblz racnived p“*+ 2f tielr ?rr’
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Train-
ing in the "oteliare” of verious praciicing architects in e e Onm

of tharc vre In fha offlce of Marwy Yiley Cﬂrn<+ﬁ, an ipsiructor o1 Vi New
York 3cheo! of forlicd Oadlign for Women ond The architect ef Iis Lexington

Avenus bui!l 'i ng. s Mipeier of the Soord of Dirgclors, doted !"‘ cemhor
1512, minte +het The Teebitocture "",mr‘t""m""‘ af orhe YNew Yorl Setaci end
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srehivectures stucents gt ';".:-'-.::r".!r for the firet tu '
course, he faciiitizs sod cual ity af lolirucyion avalich!
{nveragted In srchitecture gv ha Ne= York Schou! of hrc;,"i
apee2r To havy enab'ed them ta antar Coluymbia Uriveralty o3
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The conceni of professzlionei training for wemep caught the irnglueatlicn of
somg of the moie iliustricue zocial gnd businees (endars of Tie parfed. fAmong
“he original directors wera: deverend John YWesley Uroen, O.0,. Rector, 5+,
Thomas Church; ¢, Cerrai| Ecchaith, Z32., Prefessor, iw.fvm*}:: Yugerm of
Art and Art Students’ Lecoue; T1ib: Pont. ‘muvar ood simiagg
Dunlisp Fopkinz, Letar supporicrs of The schooi incivded /.7, M
Adoiph Lewisohn, and John O, Rockafelinr,

3

o
£t E,:“-

Mro, Elten Dunicp Hopkirs, wife of Amos Lawrsnco Hopiing, exorted ihe
greatest influence upon the growth of the Instituviicn. She romained ac ively
involved in its management and growth from +he {ime of [noorpoiation unil
her ceaih [n [S39 =zt the age of eighty-cne, Ejlen Hepiking was parsent.:
responsib'a for intoresving som2 of Americo’s weaithiest men in zupnerving
the schooi, without whose financia! invojvement the iexington Avenus Suiiing
could never hava heen constructsd, She was involved In ail aspacts of The
schcol, inzluding its construction, the academlc program, and the schocl




administration, |In 936 she was swerded tha Micnzsl Friedsem Col!d Medal, the
first woman so honored., The award had been givan annua!ly since 1922 for
cutstanding contributions to ert in industrv, The citaticn raad:

"Couragecus ie&der in the education cv women, student
of the arts and friend cf artists, symgathetvic teacher
of young designers destined to improve by their work
and their Ideas the standards of art In industry,
founder of the New York School of Applied Design for:
Women and for 45 years its guidé andcounselor, devout
agharent of the belief that the might of fine design
will make the right of successful industrial art."

By 1897 it was apparent to the directors that a new school building was
necessary, In 1904 the 23rd Street quarters were so crowgs< thet they were
forced to rent spacea in an adjoining building. An advisory committee was
formed to discuss methods of financing, site selaction and cholice of archi=
tect for the proposed new bullding.

Despite the great wealth of the supporters of the scheol, fund ralsing for
the new building was not easy., Mrs. Hopkins was instrumental in convincing
J.P. Morgan of the merit of the project and he, in turn, aidsd Mrs, Hopkins
in soliciting dohn D. Rockefeller to make a ma jor commitmsnt. The Rockefel ler
contribution had various restrictions, but was ultimately paid in 916,

The sits, at the northwest corner of Lexington Avenue and 30th Street,
was selected because propearty values ware lcw in this area of Manhattan,
Originally part of the Eastern Post Road and the Rose Hill Farm, the slte was
composed of two city lots, Nos. IG0 and 162 Lexington Avenue, @ach containing
a three-story house bullt in 1856, These buildings were @emcilished to make
way for the new schcc! designad by Corbett,

Harvey Wiley Corbett, (i875-1954) was born In Callifornia and was
educzsted at the University of California {1895), tha Ecole des Bsaux-Arts In
Paris (19C0) and received a Litt, D, (Hon,) from Columbia University (1929},
His carser was long and varied. The New York School of Applied Design for_
Women wes ore of his sarlier projects, Corbett ran, in asscciation with
Columbia University, the "Atelier Corbett", one of the forerunners of the
"Atelier Columbia" which was established in 1912, Students received a great
deal of practical experisnce during this part of their fraining which was
mode led after the system of the Ecole des Baaux-Arts. When Corbett stated
the possibility fo the Board of Directors of employing students from the
architectural departmant of the New York School of Appiied Dssign "to work on
the plans for the New Bullding, same ‘o be paid for their work according to
the regular scale prices," he wae vsry liksly raferring to these currently at
work in his ateller,

Corbett was Invoived in the design of Rocksfeller Center, Brooklyn
College, Bush Terminal, Manhattan, and many other bulldings In a variety of
styles both in New York and other parts of the country. He was an early and
strong advocate of the skyscraper as an urban building form and wrote and
lectured extensively in support of this thesis,

Corbett designecd the New York School of Applied Design for Women
specifically &s a school of art, and |t has been usad exclusively for that
purpose sincs Its completion in i909, There appear to have been no major
alterations made to the building. .

Corbett designed a five-story brick, terra-cotta,.and sione school
building in an excepticnally imaginative version of the neo-classical style,
The building, almost exactly half as wide as it is long, has its main facade
facing on 30th Street. It is a syrmetrical building, the symmetry interrupted
only on the facade at the base where the windows flanking the central doorway
ars of differing - heights, The side elevation is completely symmstrical and
continues the composition of the facade, The high ashlar base has deeply
revealed windows and an enfrance door six steps above the level of the street.
Longer tiered windows are to the west of the central doorway and are separatsd
vertically by spandrel panels with twelve panes above the pansl| and sixteen
below, To the west of thess windows is a bassment doorway which rises to tnhe
string course, The double-paneied main doorway is surmounted by a pancied
spandrel with a cornice above and & five-paned transom above that, FPilasters
risa alongsids the reveais of ths doorway, Tha bass is surmounted Ly a bas
rellel frisze composed from casts of portions of The Parthenon frieze (part



of the British Museum collection called the Elgin Marbias), Above this

frieze rise four polishad, unfluted, granite lonic columrs which, with their
broken entablature, emphasize the verticality of the building, This entabla~
ture, exacuted in terra cctia and ornemented with rich classical moldings, is
boldly plastic, The tiered windows, set between the columns and the end

walls and separated by epandre! panels, further enhance the verticality of

the colonnade, The third sectlon of the bullding--at the fourth. attlc storv--is
composed of a series cf recessed windows aligned with those below, and has
simple brick pilasters which accord with the projecting entablatures and
columns., A cornice of terra cotta displays ornate acanthus scrolls punctuated
by palmettes, The stesp gabled roof continues the vertical emphasis of the
composition, This roof, of galvanized iron and tin, which was painted green,
imitates a copper roof, which the Directors of the School had determined
would be too costly, The roof was constructed with standing seams and
included a skylight to provide |ight for the fifth-floor studio,

The building is an excelient example of the use of varied materials and
textwres to create a unified composition., The smoothness of the gray ashlar
masonry blends with the subtle texture of the buff brick above the bas relief,
Among the architectural refinements is the continuation of the roof-line
ornament and the brickwork around the north side of the structure, above the
rocf-line of the neighboring row houses, The terra-cotta ornament along the
roof is carried far enough so that a passerby on Lexington Avenus or 30th
Street percelves the ornament as encircling the building.

Certain of the alsments presant in the facade of the New York Scheool of
Appiied Design for Women recur in many of Corbett's latsar buildings. Although
these elaments were more refined in the later buildings, the concepts were
repeated in the same manner &8s they had been developed in fthis first example,
Among his cther buildings in the rslated style are the Brooklyn Masonic
Temple and the Horace Bushne!ll Memorial Hall in Hartford, Connecticut,

The Brooklyn Masonic Temple by Lord & Hewlett with Psll & Corbett as
assoclate architects, is very closely related to the New York School, The
ashiar bage |s capped by & frieze-|iks arrangement of smali wincows
reminiscent of the frieze above the first story of the New York School.
Above this, the Temple Is of brick with a monumental lonic coicnnade, This
is essentially the same facade composition utad for the School, The Horace
Bushnell Memorial Hall continues the metif of the raised colonnade, |In this
exunmple six lonic columns support a2 pediment.

The New York School of Applied Design for Women merged In (944 with the
Phoenix Art Institute, founded by Lauros M, Phoenix, and was reincorporated
as the New York Phoenix Scheol of Design, In October, 1974, the schooi merged
with Pratt Institute of Brooklyn and became kncwn as Pratt~Haew York Phoenix
School of Design, The building is uced by the New Ycrk~Phoenix School of
Dezign for fthe puirposse of conducting three year certificafe programs in various
fieids of art and is presently used by Pratt Instituie primarily for purposes
of conducting degree programs cther than the usual bzccalaureate programs
offered at the Brooklyn campus and speclal programs which benefit from
belng situated In Mgnhattan, ail such programs being in various fields of
ert and design. The building Is adequate, suitable and appropriate In carrying
out thase purposes at the present time, and It Is contemplated that [t will
contlnue to be so In the future. For nearly three-quarters of a century, thls
handsome structure has housed Important educatlional Instltutions. The design
of the bullding, which has served them well, Is a tribute to the abllities and
talents of the architect, Harvey Wiley Corbett.

FINDINGS AND DtSIGNATIONS

On the basis of & careful consideration of the history, the architecture
and other features of this building, the Landmarks Preservation Commission finds
that the Pratt-New York Phoenix School of Design has a specia! character,
special historical and aesthetic interest and value as part of the development,
heritage and cultural characteristics of New York City,

The Commission further finds that, among its important qualities, the
Pratt-New York Phoenix School of Design is a handsome, neo-classical institu-
tional building, that |t was designed by the prominent New York architect,
Harvey Wiley Corbett, that it long housed the New York School of App!ied
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Design for Women, a leadsr in the American movement for professional education
for women, that this schcol was supported by prominent saclal and business
leaders of New York who became intaresied in the schecol owing to the efforts
of Mrs, Ellen Dunlap Hopkins, a founder and guiding spirit of the institution,
and that this imposing structure continues to houss an important educational

institution,

Accordingly, pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 63 of the Charter of
the City of New York and Chapter 8-A of the Administrative Code of the City of
New York, the Landmarks Preservation Commission designates as a Landmark the
Pratt-New York Phoenix School of Design (New York School of Applied Design
for Women), 160 Lexington Avenue, Berough of Manhattan and designates Tax Map
Block 886, Lot 21, Borough of Manhattan, as [ts Landmark Site.



