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Leancmarks Preserveticon Commission
fugust 26, 1969, Calendar No, 6
LP-0397-E

THIRD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, 302 Centrz Stroet, Borough of Rlchmond,
Built about 1837,

Landmark Site: Borough of Richmond Tax Map Block 4442, Lat | in part,
consisting of the lend on which the doescribed building is situated.

Cn Qctober 11, 1966, the Londmarks Praservation Commission held a public
hearing on the proposed designation of 2 Richmondtown Historic Dlstrict {1tom
No. 13) which Included this building. The hearing had been duly advertised in
accordance with the provisions of law, Three witnesses spoke in favor of desig-
nation. There were nc spaskers in cpposition to designation,

DESCRIPTION AND ANALYSIS

Richmondtown, in which this Courthruse s located, is an unusual survival of
an early towi“and county conter. |+ represents a cross section of development,
varying from the late saventoonth te tho late nineteenth century. Historically
anc geographically the center of Staten Island, Richmondtown is about seven milos
from 5%, George and is located In LaTourctte Park,

The fown is In procass of restoraticn and reconstruction., Certain notable
buildings on Staten Island, which would otharwise have boen lost, have been movaed
to Richmondtown to insure their prascrvation. Some reconstructions are p lanned
Te fill in historical gaps. Scme modorn buildings, In charactar with thelr
surroundings, will also be added to provide nccessary scrvices. Stroets within
the srea will be closed to vehicular traffic; peripharal highways will glive
access to parking flelds and to the visitors' ontrance,

The houses will cventually be completaly furnished and shops equippcd with
Tocls to show how previous genorations |ived and worked. Quiet tree-|ined
strcets, gardens and orchards will form an etbract!ve pat wf dha sallliwg aof 1l
Town,
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The Third Cuunty Courthouse is Iocated in a2  dominant position on Its
uriginal sito. 1t was buflt in 1837 in the Greek Revival style. A pedimented
pertlee with four unfluted Doric columns s actuzlly a forward oxtansion of tho
mzin rocf line. The columns, without basas, rest on o handsome stone foundation.
A cupcla, containing the Courthouse boll, surmounts the rosf.  This bul ldlng con-
sists of a central bleock flanked by tw~ smallor wings, The front is of loca
tr=p rzck, 2Aad the roar an? sidos are of brick, It has bzen répalred and palntad
b-th inside and out, and the large court room is complete with the Judge's bench,
clerk's desk and witness box. The building Ts now used for the administration

offices and aucitorium of the Richmn#town Restoration and aof tho Staten lsland
Higstorical Saciety,

History

The first Europoan colenlsts settioy

. . in the arca that s now Known as
chmondtown in about (680, tha data

: af the first land grant. In 1695, a com-
1ned church, schoc! and home for the lay reader and school teacher, known as

e Yocrluzer, was built by the cengregation of the Dutch Reformed Church,  In
256 The Dutch received a laase =F 1=R4 in Cocclestown (Richmendtown) upcn which
$Tood the Voorlezer's heuse, This hamlot was prubably known as Cocclostown bo-
¢ause 0t rhe hoaps ©f oyster and ciam shells or "coccles" lett tharo by the
ceparting Indians.,
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Many of the bulldings we sce in Richmondtown Today were built In the early
part of the elghteenth century including & church, 2 county houso, a jall and
several houses. The Ravolution had 11ttle effect on this qulet commun]fty, excupt
for the fact that the courthcuse and church wors destroyed because tho Dutch were
believed to be sympathetic to the rebel cause., |In 1898 5taton Island bocame a
borough of the Clty of New York, and the many county functions and cfflces which
had been at Richmondtown were moved to St. George. By 1920 all the remaining
otficos had also been transfarrod.

FINDINGS AND DESIGNATIONS

On the basls of = careful consideration of the hlstory, the architcctura and
other features of this Courthouse, the Landmarks Preservation Commission finds
that the Third County Courthouse has a2 speclal character, special historic and

asgethetic Intorest and value as part of the development, heritage and cultural
characteristics of New York City.

The Commission further finds that, among its Important gqualities, the Third
County Courthouse Is a handsome Greek Revival building, that 1t is erected of
loczl stone and of brick with wood trim, that it has a fine Dorlc portico with
tour columns and a low poediment, that It helped to maks county history when It
servecd as a courthousa, that It is an attractive feature of the Richmondtown
Restoration and that the designation of this Courthouse In this report will in no
way preclude its being incorporated in an Histeric District at a later date,

Accordingly, pursuant to the provisicns of Chapter 63 of the Charter of the
City of Now York and Chapter 8-A of the Administrative Code of the Clity of New
York, the Landmarks Prusarvation Commission deslgnates as a Landmark the Third
County Courthouse, 302 Centre Street, Borough of Richmond and designates as iTs
reéiated Landmark Site that part of the Borough of Richmond Tax Map Block 4442,
Lot || which contains the land on which tha described building is situated.
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