“.rl\_)v‘tD

: Lanémarks Presecrvotion Commigsion
& " : February 1, 1966, Number 3 ! L
i s 1.0-0083 '

N .

NEY YORK COUNTY COURTHOUSE (New York State Supreme gourt),nFoley Square,
Borough of Manhattan, 1912; architect Guy Lowell, ' *
) * i & %

Landmark Site:® Borough of ﬁanhéttan Tax Mz Block 160, Lot il.

Cn Cctober 19, 1945, the Londmarks Prescrvotion Comsission held a
public hearing on the proposed designation as 2 Landmark the New York County
fourthsuse and the preposed designation of the reloated Landmark Site.
(Ttem No. 55). One witness spoke in favor of designation. The Commission
continued the public hear ing watil November 17, 1965 (Ften No. 5), at which
time no specakers appenred to testify. DBoth hoarings wera duly advertised in
accordance with the provisicns of the law. There wege no speakers in opposi-~!
tisn to designation 2t cither meeting, i

A eEae PP TON AND ANALYSIS

§he portico on the front of this ggdit 'gourthouse cheates an extremely
imposing entrance with its monumental cslums and pediment surmounted by
three large, sculptured figures. The sides of the building repect the scale
of thz portico with impruessive pilasters sct between the windows. The re-
markable shape of this building is notable, and the courthouse relates well
in scale with its neighbors on Faley Sguare, The handsoma detail and use of
fine meterials char~cterize it 25 an outstanding exasple of Civie architecture, '
This good design resultcd from 2 competition held by Kow York Citye.

The hexazonal plan of this building alone gives it an unusual degree Qg
importance. In additicn to this fuature, its imposing proportions and rich
detail make it nstable. It has ane overall grondeur which is in keeping with
its funetion in housing the New York State Supreme Court Judges for New York
Ccocunty.
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JFINDINGS AND DESIGHATICNS ;
¢ [ .
on the basis of o cercful consideration of the history, the architecture

-nd other feamurcs <f this building, the londmarks Preservation Commissicn
rinds that the Now York County Courthouse has o speecial choracter, apecial
historical and aosthetic interest and value as part of the developmont,
heritage and cultural charactoristics of Hew York City.

The Commissicn further findg th~t, among its impdrtint qualities, the
New York County Courthouse has proat distinction 2s an imposing Civie |
structurc, that it hns an unusunl hexagonal plan, that 4t 1 constructed of
ihe finest motorisls ond that it has oxceptionally fine classical detail amd
stAtUATY . s

Accerdingly, vursuant to the provisions of Chapler 8-A of the Charter of
the City of New York and Chapter 8-l of ‘the idministrative Gtz of the*City of
New York, the Landmarks Preservation Commission designates as 2 Landmark the
“iay York County Courthousc, Foley Square, Borough of Manhattan and designates
Tax Mop Block 160, Lot 21, Borough of Manhattan, as its Lendmark Site.



