
Romanization

Sinhala (Sinhalese) Script

The Sinhala script is used to write Sinhala (or Sinhalese), which is one of the two major
languages spoken in Sri Lanka (Ceylon), the second being Tamil. The Sinhala script is a
South-Indian script, close to Malayalam and Kannada. The alphabet consists of 18 vowels
and 35 consonants.

Here are the 35 Sinhala consonants (with inherent short “a” vowel):

� � � � � � � � � 	 
 � �  � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � �  ! "

Note that the last letter in not in the ALA-LC romanization tables. It is a newer symbol
introduced into the script, and would be romanized as fa.

There are also 6 nasalized consonants:

# $ % & ' (
(Note also that these letters are not in the ALA-LC romanization tables. If needed in

romanization, they could be romanized as n̆ga, n̆ca, n̆d. a, n̆da, m̆ba, and n̆ja, respectively.

Here are the independent vowels of the Sinhala script:

) )+*,)+-.)0/.1 2 3 3 4 5 6 7 8 9;:,9=< > > 4 ?@5 7=4
The following pages present tables showing the graphical form of various combinations

of vowels and cononants. (Note: These tables are not meant to replace the table in ALA-LC
romanization tables, but to supplement it. In particular, some of the invariable marks as
well as the notes included there are not reproduced here.)

Like Devanāgar̄ı, Sinhala has special conjunct consonants for a consonant followed by
“r”. In addition, there are special conjunct consonants for a consonant followed by “y.”
Following the two pages with the consonant plus vowel combinations are two pages with the
consonant plus “r” conjuncts and two pages with consonant plus “y” conjuncts. Note that
because the table with the “y” conjuncts would not fit on the page if all the possible vowels
were shown, the conjuncts with the vowels “ē,” “ō,” and “

˚
r̄” are not shown. The conjuncts

with these vowels can be regularly formed from the conjuncts with the vowels “e,” “o,” and
“
˚
r,” respectively.

There are also special conjuncts for “r” plus a consonant. However, the special forms
only apply when the “r” plus consonant is followed by an “a”; in all other cases, the conjunct
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is formed regularly. For example, “rka” is A . But “rki” is BDC , rk
˚
r̄ is BFE G , and “rk”

is BFH ; Therefore, the table only shows the combination with the vowel “a.”

Sinhala also makes use of half forms in forming consonant conjuncts. These forms,
however, are not separately encoded in the font used here. The half forms should be readily
recognizable in context. For example,I

+ J = K
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The various tables begin on the next page.
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\ a ā ă â i ı̄ u ū e ē o ō
˚
r

˚
r̄

˚
l

˚
l̄ ai au

L LM LON LOP Q R S S T U V W X YZ Y[ \ \ T ] U W T

k

^ _ _ M _N _P ` a b c ] _ ] ^ ] _ M ] _ d _ Z _[ _ T _e f _ ] _ T

kh

g h hM hN hP i j k l ] h ] g ] hM ] h d hZ h[ h T he f h ] h T

g

m n nM nN nP o p q r ] n ] m ] nM ] n d nZ n[ n T ne f n ] n T

gh

s t tM tN tP u v w x ] t ] s ] tM ] t d tZ t [ t T te f t ] t T

ṅ

y z zM zN zP { | } ~ ] z ] y ] zM ] z d zZ z[ z T ze f z ] z T

c

� � ��M ��N ��P � � � � ] � ] � ] ��M ] � d ��Z � [ � T �e f � ] � T

ch

� � �M �N �P � � � � ] � ] � ] �M ] � d �Z �[ � T �e f � ] � T

j

� � �M �N �P � � � � ] � ] � ] �M ] � d �Z �[ � T �e f � ] � T

jh

� � � M � N � P � � � � ] � ] � ] � M ] � d � Z � [ � T � e f � ] � T

ñ

� � � � � � �   ¡ ¢ � ¢ � ¢ � ¢£ ¤ ¥ �¦ �§ ¨ � ¢ �¦

t.

© ª ª M ª�N ª�P « ¬  ® ] ª ] © ] ª M ] ª d ª�Z ª�[ ª T ª�e f ª ] ª T

t.h

¯ ° °±M °²N °²P ³ ´ µ ¶ ] ° ] ¯ ] °±M ] ° d ° Z °±[ ° T °e f ° ] ° T

d.

· ¸ ¸M ¸N ¸P ¹ º » ¼ ] ¸ ] · ] ¸M ] ¸ d ¸Z ¸[ ¸ T ¸e f ¸ ] ¸ T

d.h

½ ¾ ¾±M ¾²N ¾²P ¿ À Á Â ] ¾ ] ½ ] ¾±M ] ¾ d ¾ Z ¾±[ ¾ T ¾e f ¾ ] ¾ T

n.

Ã Ä Ä M ÄÅN ÄÅP Æ Ç È É ] Ä ] Ã ] Ä M ] Ä d ÄÊZ ÄÊ[ Ä T ÄÊe f Ä ] Ä T



\ a ā ă â i ı̄ u ū e ē o ō
˚
r

˚
r̄

˚
l

˚
l̄ ai au

t

Ë Ì Ì M ÌN ÌP Í Î Ï Ð ] Ì ] Ë ] Ì M ] Ì d Ì Z Ì[ Ì T Ìe f Ì ] Ì T
th

Ñ Ò Ò±M Ò²N Ò²P Ó Ô Õ Ö ] Ò ] Ñ ] Ò±M ] Ò d Ò Z Ò±[ Ò T Òe f Ò ] Ò T

d

× Ø Ù Ú Û Ü Ý Þ ß ¢ Ø ¢ × ¢ Ù ¢à á â Ø¦ Ø§ ¨ Ø ¢ Ø¦

dh

ã ä äM äN äP å æ ç è ] ä ] ã ] äM ] ä d äZ ä[ ä T äe f ä ] ä T

n

é ê ê M êN êP ë ì í î ] ê ] é ] êM ] ê d ê Z ê[ ê T êe f ê ] ê T

p

ï ð ðM ðN ðP ñ ò ó ô ] ð ] ï ] ðM ] ð d ð Z ð[ ð T ðe f ð ] ð T

ph

õ ö ö±M ö²N ö²P ÷ ø ù ú ] ö ] õ ] ö±M ] ö d ö Z ö±[ ö T öe f ö ] ö T

b

û ü üM üN üP ý þ ÿ � ] ü ] û ] üM ] ü d üZ ü[ ü T üe f ü ] ü T

bh

� � �M �N �P � � � � ] � ] � ] �M ] � d �Z �[ � T �e f � ] � T

m

� � ��M � N � P 	 
 � � ] � ] � ] ��M ] � d ��Z ��[ � T �e f � ] � T

y

 � �� �� �� � � � � ¢ � ¢  ¢ � � ¢ � � �� �� � ¦ � § ¨ � ¢ � ¦

r

� � �� � � � � �� �� ¢ � ¢ � ¢ �� ¢ � � �� �� �¦ �§ ¨ � ¢ �¦

l

�   �  �  � ! " # $ ¢  ¢ � ¢  � ¢  �  �  �  ¦  § ¨  ¢  ¦

l.

% & &� &� &� ' ( ) * ¢ & ¢ % ¢ &� ¢ & � &� &� &¦ &§ ¨ & ¢ &¦

v

+ , ,-� ,.� ,.� / 0 1 2 ¢ , ¢ + ¢ , � ¢ , � ,-� ,-� , ¦ , § ¨ , ¢ , ¦

ś

3 4 4� 4� 4� 5 6 7 8 ¢ 4 ¢ 3 ¢ 4� ¢ 4 � 4� 4� 4¦ 4§ ¨ 4 ¢ 4¦

s.

9 : :� :� :� ; < = > ¢ : ¢ 9 ¢ :� ¢ : � :� :� : ¦ : § ¨ : ¢ : ¦

s

? @ @� @ � @ � A B C D ¢ @ ¢ ? ¢ @� ¢ @ � @� @� @ ¦ @ § ¨ @ ¢ @ ¦

h

E F F� F� F� G H I J ¢ F ¢ E ¢ F� ¢ F � F� F� F ¦ F § ¨ F ¢ F ¦
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\ a ā ă â i ı̄ u ū e ē o ō
˚
r

˚
r̄

˚
l

˚
l̄ ai au

K KL KNM KNO P Q R R S T U V W XY XZ [ [ S \ T V S

kr

] ^`_ ^`_ L ^_ M ^_ O a_ bc_ ^ Y ^Z \ ^_ \ ]_ \ ^_ L \ ^`_ d ^_ Y ^`_ Z ^`_ S ^_ e f ^_ \ ^_ S

khr

gih jkh jkhL jkhM jkhO lmh nmh jY jZ \ jkh \ gih \ jkhL \ jkh d jkhY jkhZ jkh S jkh e f jkh \ jkh S

gr

oqp r p r pL r pM r pO s p t p rY rZ \ r p \ oqp \ r pL \ r p d r pY r pZ r p S r p e f r p \ r p S

ghr

uwv x v x vL x vM x vO y v z v x Y xZ \ x v \ uv \ x vL \ x v d x vY x vZ x v S x v e f x v \ x v S

ṅr

{}| ~}| ~}|L ~|M ~|O �| ��| ~Y ~Z \ ~| \ {| \ ~|L \ ~}| d ~}|Y ~}|Z ~}| S ~| e f ~}| \ ~}| S

cr

�}� �}� �� L �� M �� O �� �� � Y �-Z \ �� \ �� \ �� L \ �� d �� Y �}� Z �}� S �� e f �� \ �� S

chr

�w� ��� ���L ���M � �O � � ��� �Y �Z \ � � \ � � \ � �L \ ��� d ���Y ���Z ��� S � � e f � � \ � � S

jr

�w� ��� ���L � �M ���O �w� ��� �Y �Z \ ��� \ �w� \ ���L \ ��� d ���Y ���Z ��� S ��� e f ��� \ ��� S

jhr

��� �}� �}� L �� M �� O �� �� � Y � Z \ �� \ �� \ �� L \ �}� d �}� Y �}� Z �}� S �� e f �� \ �� S

ñr

� � �� �� ��   ¡ ¢ £ ¤ � ¤ � ¤ � � ¤ � ¥ ¦§©¨ ¦§©ª �« �¬  � ¤ �«

t.r

®}¯ °}¯ °¯ L °¯ M °¯ O ±¯ ²¯ ° Y °-Z \ °¯ \ ®¯ \ °¯ L \ °¯ d °¯ Y °}¯ Z °}¯ S °¯ e f °¯ \ °¯ S

t.hr

³µ´ ¶ ´ ¶ ´L ¶ ´M ¶ ´O · ´ ¸ ´ ¶¹Y ¶¹Z \ ¶ ´ \ ³µ´ \ ¶ ´L \ ¶ ´ d ¶ ´Y ¶ ´Z ¶ ´ S ¶ ´ e f ¶ ´ \ ¶ ´ S

d. r

º}» ¼}» ¼}»L ¼»M ¼»O ½» ¾�» ¼Y ¼Z \ ¼» \ º» \ ¼»L \ ¼}» d ¼}»Y ¼}»Z ¼}» S ¼» e f ¼}» \ ¼}» S

d.hr

¿µÀ Á À Á ÀL Á ÀM Á ÀO Â À Ã À Á¹Y Á¹Z \ Á À \ ¿µÀ \ Á ÀL \ Á À d Á ÀY Á ÀZ Á À S Á À e f Á À \ Á À S

n. r

Ä�Å Æ Å Æ ÅL Æ ÅM Æ ÅO Ç Å È Å Æ Y ÆÉZ \ Æ Å \ ÄÅ \ Æ ÅL \ Æ Å d Æ ÅY Æ ÅZ Æ Å S Æ Å e f Æ Å \ Æ Å S



\ a ā ă â i ı̄ u ū e ē o ō
˚
r

˚
r̄

˚
l

˚
l̄ ai au

tr

ÊcË Ì`Ë Ì`Ë L ÌË M ÌË O ÍcË ÎcË Ì Y Ì Z \ ÌË \ ÊË \ ÌË L \ Ì`Ë d Ì`Ë Y Ì`Ë Z Ì`Ë S ÌË e f Ì`Ë \ ÌË S

thr

ÏµÐ Ñ Ð Ñ ÐL Ñ ÐM Ñ ÐO Ò Ð Ó Ð Ñ¹Y Ñ Z \ Ñ Ð \ ÏÐ \ Ñ ÐL \ Ñ Ð d Ñ ÐY Ñ ÐZ Ñ Ð S Ñ Ð e f Ñ Ð \ Ñ Ð S

dr

Ô Õ Õ� Õ� Õ� Ö × Ø Ù ¤ Õ ¤ Ô ¤ Õ� ¤ Õ ¥Ú §¨ Ú §©ª Õ« Õ¬  Õ ¤ Õ«

dhr

Û�Ü Ý}Ü Ý}ÜL Ý ÜM Ý ÜO Þ Ü ß Ü ÝY ÝZ \ Ý Ü \ Û Ü \ Ý ÜL \ Ý Ü d Ý ÜY Ý}ÜZ Ý}Ü S Ý Ü e f Ý Ü \ Ý Ü S

nr

àcá â`á â`á L âá M âá O ãá äá â Y âZ \ âá \ àá \ âá L \ â`á d âá Y â`á Z â`á S âá e f âá \ âá S

pr

åwæ ç æ ç æL ç æM ç æO è æ é æ çY çZ \ ç æ \ åwæ \ ç æL \ ç æ d ç æY ç æZ ç æ S ç æ e f ç æ \ ç æ S

phr

êµë ì ë ì ëL ì ëM ì ëO í ë î ë ì¹Y ì Z \ ì ë \ êë \ ì ëL \ ì ë d ì ëY ì ëZ ì ë S ì ë e f ì ë \ ì ë S

br

ï.ð ñkð ñkðL ñkðM ñkðO òmð ómð ñY ñZ \ ñkð \ ï.ð \ ñkðL \ ñkð d ñkðY ñkðZ ñkð S ñkð e f ñkð \ ñkð S

bhr

ôqõ ö õ ö õL ö õM ö õO ÷ õ ø õ öY öZ \ ö õ \ ôqõ \ ö õL \ ö õ d ö õY ö õZ ö õ S ö õ e f ö õ \ ö õ S

mr

ù}ú û}ú û}úL û úM û}úO ü�ú ý�ú û-Y û-Z \ û ú \ ù ú \ û úL \ û}ú d û}úY û}úZ û}ú S û ú e f û}ú \ û}ú S

yr

þwÿ � ÿ � ÿ� � ÿ� � ÿ� � ÿ � ÿ �¨ �ª ¤ � ÿ ¤ þ ÿ ¤ � ÿ� ¤ � ÿ ¥ � ÿ¨ � ÿª � ÿ« � ÿ¬  � ÿ ¤ � ÿ«

rr

� § § � § � § � � � §©¨ §©ª ¤ § ¤ � ¤ § � ¤ § ¥ § ¨ § ª § « § ¬  § ¤ § «

lr

� � � � � � � � � 	 �¨ �ª ¤ � ¤ � ¤ � � ¤ � ¥ �¨ �ª � « � ¬  � ¤ � «

l.r


 � � � � � � � �  �¨ �ª ¤ � ¤ 
 ¤ � � ¤ � ¥ �¨ �ª � « � ¬  � ¤ � «

vr

��� ��� ��� � � �� ���� ��� ��� �¨ �ª ¤ � � ¤ � � ¤ � � � ¤ ��� ¥ ���¨ ���ª ��� « � �¬  ��� ¤ ��� «

śr

��� � � � �� � �� � �� � � � � �¨ �ª ¤ � � ¤ ��� ¤ � �� ¤ � � ¥ � �¨ � �ª � �« � �¬  � � ¤ � �«

s.r

��� � � � �� � �� � �� � �  � �¨ �ª ¤ � � ¤ ��� ¤ � �� ¤ � � ¥ � �¨ � �ª � �« � �¬  � � ¤ � �«

sr

!�" # " # "� # "� # "� $ " % " #¨ #ª ¤ # " ¤ ! " ¤ # "� ¤ # " ¥ # "¨ # "ª # "« # "¬  # " ¤ # "«

hr

&�' ( ' ( '� ( '� ( '� ) ' * ' (¨ (ª ¤ ( ' ¤ &' ¤ ( '� ¤ ( ' ¥ ( '¨ ( 'ª ( '« ( '¬  ( ' ¤ ( '«
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\ a ā ă â i ı̄ u ū e o
˚
r

˚
l

˚
l̄ ai au

+ +, +.- +./ 0 1 2 2 3 4 5 67 8 8 3 9 : ; 3

ky

< = < > < >� < >� < >� < ? < @ < A < B 9 < = 9 < > ¥ < >¨ < >« < >¬ f < > 9 < >«

khy

j = j > j >� j >� j >� j ? j @ j A j B 9 j = 9 j > ¥ j >¨ j >« j >¬ f j > 9 j >«

gy

r = r > r >� r >� r >� r ? r @ r A r B 9 r = 9 r > ¥ r >¨ r >« r >¬ f r > 9 r >«

ghy

x = x > x >� x >� x >� x ? x @ x A x B 9 x = 9 x > ¥ x >¨ x >« x >¬ f x > 9 x >«

ṅy

~ = ~ > ~ >� ~ >� ~ >� ~ ? ~ @ ~ A ~ B 9 ~ = 9 ~ > ¥ ~ >¨ ~ >« ~ >¬ f ~ > 9 ~ >«

cy

� = � > � >� � >� � >� � ? � @ � A � B 9 � = 9 � > ¥ � >¨ � >« � >¬ f � > 9 � >«

chy

� = � > � >� � >� � >� � ? � @ � A � B 9 � = 9 � > ¥ � >¨ � >« � >¬ f � > 9 � >«

jy

� = � > � >� � >� � >� � ? � @ � A � B 9 � = 9 � > ¥ � >¨ � >« � >¬ f � > 9 � >«

jhy

� = � > � >� � >� � >� � ? � @ � A � B 9 � = 9 � > ¥ � >¨ � >« � >¬ f � > 9 � >«

ñy

C = D D � D� D� C ? C @ C A C B ¤ C = ¤ D ¥ D¨ D « D¬  D ¤ D «

t.y

° = ° > ° >� ° >� ° >� ° ? ° @ ° A ° B 9 ° = 9 ° > ¥ ° >¨ ° >« ° >¬ f ° > 9 ° >«

t.hy

¶ = ¶ > ¶ >� ¶ >� ¶ >� ¶ ? ¶ @ ¶ A ¶ B 9 ¶ = 9 ¶ > ¥ ¶ >¨ ¶ >« ¶ >¬ f ¶ > 9 ¶ >«

d.y

¼ = ¼ > ¼ >� ¼ >� ¼ >� ¼ ? ¼ @ ¼ A ¼ B 9 ¼ = 9 ¼ > ¥ ¼ >¨ ¼ >« ¼ >¬ f ¼ > 9 ¼ >«

d.hy

Á = Á > Á >� Á >� Á >� Á ? Á @ Á A Á B 9 Á = 9 Á > ¥ Á >¨ Á >« Á >¬ f Á > 9 Á >«

n.y

Æ = Æ > Æ >� Æ >� Æ >� Æ ? Æ @ Æ A Æ B 9 Æ = 9 Æ > ¥ Æ >¨ Æ >« Æ >¬ f Æ > 9 Æ >«



\ a ā ă â i ı̄ u ū e o
˚
r

˚
l

˚
l̄ ai au

ty

Ì = Ì > Ì >� Ì >� Ì >� Ì ? Ì @ Ì A Ì B 9 Ì = 9 Ì > ¥ Ì >¨ Ì >« Ì >¬ f Ì > 9 Ì >«
thy

Ñ = Ñ > Ñ >� Ñ >� Ñ >� Ñ ? Ñ @ Ñ A Ñ B 9 Ñ = 9 Ñ > ¥ Ñ >¨ Ñ >« Ñ >¬ f Ñ > 9 Ñ >«

dy

E = F F � F� F� E ? E @ E A E B ¤ E = ¤ F ¥ F¨ F « F¬  F ¤ F «

dhy

Ý = Ý > Ý >� Ý >� Ý >� Ý ? Ý @ Ý A Ý B 9 Ý = 9 Ý > ¥ Ý >¨ Ý >« Ý >¬ f Ý > 9 Ý >«

ny

â = â > â >� â >� â >� â ? â @ â A â B 9 â = 9 â > ¥ â >¨ â >« â >¬ f â > 9 â >«

py

ç = ç > ç >� ç >� ç >� ç ? ç @ ç A ç B 9 ç = 9 ç > ¥ ç >¨ ç >« ç >¬ f ç > 9 ç >«

phy

ì = ì > ì >� ì >� ì >� ì ? ì @ ì A ì B 9 ì = 9 ì > ¥ ì >¨ ì >« ì >¬ f ì > 9 ì >«

by

ñ = ñ > ñ >� ñ >� ñ >� ñ ? ñ @ ñ A ñ B 9 ñ = 9 ñ > ¥ ñ >¨ ñ >« ñ >¬ f ñ > 9 ñ >«

bhy

ö = ö > ö >� ö >� ö >� ö ? ö @ ö A ö B 9 ö = 9 ö > ¥ ö >¨ ö >« ö >¬ f ö > 9 ö >«

my

û = û > û >� û >� û >� û ? û @ û A û B 9 û = 9 û > ¥ û >¨ û >« û >¬ f û > 9 û >«

yy

� = � > � >� � >� � >� � ? � @ � A � B ¤ � = ¤ � > ¥ � >¨ � >« � >¬  � > ¤ � >«

ry

§ = § > § >� § >� § >� § ? § @ § A § B ¤ § = ¤ § > ¥ § >¨ § >« § >¬  § > ¤ § >«

ly � = � > � >� � >� � >� � ? � @ � A � B ¤ � = ¤ � > ¥ � >¨ � >« � >¬  � > ¤ � >«

l.y

� = � > � >� � >� � >� � ? � @ � A � B ¤ � = ¤ � > ¥ � >¨ � >« � >¬  � > ¤ � >«

vy

� = � > � >� � >� � >� � ? � @ � A � B ¤ � = ¤ � > ¥ � >¨ � >« � >¬  � > ¤ � >«

śy

� = � > � >� � >� � >� � ? � @ � A � B ¤ � = ¤ � > ¥ � >¨ � >« � >¬  � > ¤ � >«

s.y

� = � > � >� � >� � >� � ? � @ � A � B ¤ � = ¤ � > ¥ � >¨ � >« � >¬  � > ¤ � >«

sy

# = # > # >� # >� # >� # ? # @ # A # B ¤ # = ¤ # > ¥ # >¨ # >« # >¬  # > ¤ # >«

hy

( = ( > ( >� ( >� ( >� ( ? ( @ ( A ( B ¤ ( = ¤ ( > ¥ ( >¨ ( >« ( >¬  ( > ¤ ( >«
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rka G
rkha H
rga I
rgha J
rṅa K
rca L
rcha M
rja N
rjha O
rña P
rt.a Q
rt.ha R
rd. a S
rd.ha T
rṅa U
rta V
rtha W

rda X
rdha Y
rna Z
rpa [
rpha \
rba ]
rbha ^
rma _
rya `ba
rra `
rla c
rl.a d
rva e
rśa f
rs.a g
rsa h
rha i
rfa j
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