
Baal Hill Wood is a Site of Special Scientific Interest
(SSSI) occupying an ancient woodland site which
originally extended several kilometres north to
Tunstall Resevoir.

The woodland was originally an upland oak/birch
woodland, but is now part dominated by secondary
birch woodland as a result of a series of clear fells
and replanting over the last 100 years. The planting
of exotic species such as Giant Redwoods, Monkey-
Puzzle and mixed conifers took place when part of
the site was owned by the Hollywood Estate.

At present the woodland has an even aged
structure with sparse tree regeneration due to
browsing from deer and rabbits, nevertheless the
ground flora is very rich and includes ancient
woodland indicators such as Dog’s Mercury and
Wood Sorrel with carpets of Bluebells, and also a
wide variety of bryophytes and fungi.The woodland
is home to an abundance of birds including
Woodcock, Wood Warbler, Redstart, Pied-flycatcher
and Buzzard. Roe Deer are frequently seen
throughout the woodland.

Baal Hill was historically managed as a coppice
woodland and charcoal was produced from this
timber. This was used in the local lead smelting
industry and the word ‘Baal’ (or Bail) is the local
term used to describe this activity. Baal Hill Wood
is typical of slightly disturbed dale woodland,
however, few of these areas survive in
County Durham.

Best seen – April spring time for the
Bluebells and ground flora.
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BAAL HILL WOOD
Baal Hill Wood consists of
15.5ha ancient semi-
natural upland oak/birch
woodland which was
owned in the fourteenth
century by the Bishops of
Durham. ‘Bishops Oak’ an
impressive veteran oak
tree, over 400 years old
can be found near the
northern end of the site.
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