
PRESS RELEASE 
 
COMMUNIQUÉ DE PRESSE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
European 
Organisation for the 
Safety of  
Air Navigation 
 
Organisation 
européenne pour la 
sécurité de la  
navigation aérienne 
 
 
Rue de la Fusée, 96 
B-1130 Bruxelles 
Tel: +32.2.729.90.11 
Fax:+32.2.729.90.44 
 

For immediate release, 15 April 2010 
 
 

Update on European Air Traffic situation 
 
 
Brussels, Belgium – The EUROCONTROL Central Flow Management Unit was 
advised yesterday afternoon of a volcanic ash cloud moving from Iceland in a 
easterly direction towards north western European countries. 
 
In accordance with agreed international procedures the Central Flow 
Management Unit (CFMU), air navigation service providers (ANSP) and 
meteorological authorities put in place the appropriate coordination procedures 
in order to handle this event. 
 
Based on the guidelines of the International Civil Aviation Organisation normal 
air traffic control services cannot be provided to flights in airspaces affected by 
volcanic ash. Therefore several air navigation service providers have issued 
notifications to airlines requiring the temporary suspension of air traffic. These 
suspensions are being put in place via air traffic flow management restrictions 
being implemented by the CFMU. 
 
At present most air traffic in the north of the United Kingdom, Ireland, Denmark, 
Norway and Sweden is suspended. These restrictions will be extended to 
cover the southern United Kingdom area in the coming hours. 
 
The main north Atlantic east bound flow arrived at European airports with little 
disruption. Routes to handle the afternoon westbound flow have been moved 
to the south to avoid the volcanic ash zone. However, it is expected that this 
flow of traffic will be disrupted. 
 
Regular teleconferences attended by ANSPs, airport authorities, airlines and 
CFMU are being held to advise all parties of the measures. 
 
Passengers seeking information on flights should contact their airline or airport. 
 
 
 

For further information, please contact:  

Kyla Evans/Catherine De Smedt, Tel: +32 2 729 50 95 Email: 
press@eurocontrol.int 

For more information via the website: www.eurocontrol.int 
 

Note to Editors:  
EUROCONTROL, the European Organisation for the Safety of Air Navigation, 
has as its primary objective to develop a seamless, pan-European air traffic 
management (ATM) system that fully copes with the growth in air traffic, while 
maintaining a high level of safety, reducing costs and respecting the 
environment. EUROCONTROL has 38 Member States: Albania, Armenia, 
Austria, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech 
Republic, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, 
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Italy, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Moldova, Monaco, Montenegro, 
Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, 
Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, 
Turkey, Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. On 8 
October 2002, the Member States and the European Community signed a 
Protocol on the Accession of the European Community to the revised 
EUROCONTROL Convention. Pending its entry into force after ratification by 
all Parties, certain provisions of the Protocol are already being provisionally 
applied. 

 
 

 


