
 
 

IPCC Secretariat 
c/o WMO  ·   7 bis, Avenue de la Paix   ·   C.P: 2300   ·   CH-1211 Geneva 2   ·   Switzerland 

telephone +41 22 730 8208 / 54 / 84   ·   fax +41 22 730 8025 / 13   ·   email  IPCC-Sec@wmo.int   ·   www.ipcc.ch 

 
 
STATEMENT ON NEWS REPORTS REGARDING HACKING OF THE EAST ANGLIA UNIVERSITY EMAIL 
COMMUNICATIONS 
 
It is unfortunate that an illegal act of accessing private email communications between scientists who have 
been involved as authors in IPCC assessments in the past has led to several questions and concerns. It is 
important for me to clarify that the IPCC as a body follows impartial, open and objective assessment of every 
aspect of climate change carried out with complete transparency. IPCC relies mainly on peer reviewed 
literature in carrying out its assessment and follows a process that renders it unlikely that any peer reviewed 
piece of literature, however contrary to the views of any individual author, would be left out. The entire report 
writing process of the IPCC is subjected to extensive and repeated review by experts as well as governments. 
Consequently, there is at every stage full opportunity for experts in the field to draw attention to any piece of 
literature and its basic findings that would ensure inclusion of a wide range of views. There is, therefore, no 
possibility of exclusion of any contrarian views, if they have been published in established journals or other 
publications which are peer reviewed.  
 
I would also like to highlight the fact that the summary for policymakers of all the reports of the IPCC are 
accepted and approved by all the governments of the world. Even at the stage of approval of the summary for 
policymakers of any report, which is carried out word by word, omissions if any would be highlighted by 
government representatives in the course of the approval. 
 
In summary, no individual or small group of scientists is in a position to exclude a peer-reviewed paper from 
an IPCC assessment.  Likewise, individuals and small groups have no ability to emphasize a result that is not 
consistent with a range of studies, investigations, and approaches.  Every layer in the process (including large 
author teams, extensive review, independent monitoring of review compliance, and plenary approval by 
governments) plays a major role in keeping IPCC assessments comprehensive, unbiased, open to the 
identification of new literature, and policy relevant but not policy prescriptive.  
 
The unfortunate incident that has taken place through illegal hacking of the private communications of 
individual scientists only highlights the importance of IPCC procedures and practices and the thoroughness by 
which the Panel carries out its assessment. This thoroughness and the duration of the process followed in 
every assessment ensure the elimination of any possibility of omissions or distortions, intentional or 
accidental. 
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