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Strip away New Zealand's towns, farms, trees and soil.

Peel back the blanket of the last 100 million years of

volcanic deposits and soft rocks.

What is left are hard and crystalline rocks, the country's

geological foundations on which everything else has

been constructed. But even these basement rocks are

just a thin, cold crust floating on the Earth's hot mantle.

New Zealand's geological origins go back nearly 600

million years. Since then, movements between the

Gondwanaland supercontinent and Pacific Ocean

crust have led to drastic changes in the region's size,

shape and position.

Investigations of this ancient, four-dimensional, still-

moving jigsaw puzzle reveal how New Zealand's

geological foundations have influenced the

development of today's natural resources, hazards

and environment.

CHANGES IN SHAPE:
the situation 100 million years ago
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Covering blanket of young sediments and lavas

CHANGES IN TIME: durations of geological activity
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